
ALL WRAPPED UP AND READY TO GO - Members of the 1st Uxbridge Cubs and Scouts took part in welcoming Santa Claus to town during last Saturday’s Uxbridge
Santa Claus parade. The weather cooperated, and all these smiling parcels were delivered intact. Photo by John Cavers

Unique seasonal
music in Uxbridge

by Roger Varley

Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger suggested
at Monday’s council meeting that the former
Epsom Public School could be converted to
rental accommodation to help address the
growing lack of such housing in the region. Mr.
Ballinger's suggestion came as council debated
a regional response to the province's Affordable
and Seniors' Housing Task Force report.
"The region has to take the lead and there has

to be action, " he said.
He said lands such as Epsom and other sur-

plus municipal properties could be used to cre-
ate affordable housing.

"There are some things we can do even in
Uxbridge," he said. "Let's look at our own sur-
plus lands."
In its report, the region said demand for af-

fordable rental housing in Durham is outpac-
ing supply, noting there has been a decline in
the construction of private rental housing since

the 1980s. In fact, since 1997, only 1.7 per
cent of housing completions have been rental
properties. Rental vacancy rates in the region
have been at two per cent since 2011.
The region's report painted a bleak picture of

the problems faced by renters. It said renters,
on average have less than half the income of
home owners and about 38 per cent of renters
pay more than 30 per cent of their gross in-
come on rent. The report went on to say that
about 73 per cent of seniors in the region own
their own homes, but should they face afford-
ability problems, they have problems remain-
ing in their home communities because of
limited availability of apartments, bungalows,
rental properties and retirement homes.

Asked whether the municipality can ask de-
velopers to include rental and/or low income
housing in their sub-division plans, Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor said council has no
power to control what a developer builds.

On a somewhat related topic, Kathy Weiss,

Durham's director of economic development
and tourism, gave council a glossy, 45-page,
full-colour booklet reviewing the region's
2017-2021 economic development strategy
and action plan.
In a section dealing with the challenges facing

the region and its municipalities, the review
noted that attracting new investment in the re-
gion is hampered by the limited supply of
rental accommodation, limited transit in the
north, a lack of widely available reliable broad-
band in the north and limited available space
for business expansions and relocations.
Mayor O'Connor, noting that Uxbridge's two

industrial parks are near or at capacity, said the
township needs the region's support to have
more land zoned as industrial. Under the
provincial Oak Ridges Moraine Act and the
Green Belt Act, the township is not allowed to
authorize either residential or industrial devel-
opment outside the hamlets and the urban
area.

This Sunday, a rarely performed seasonal
work will take centre stage at St. Paul’s An-
glican Church. Bach’s Christmas Oratorio will
be performed, in English, by the Orpheus
Symphonietta orchestra and Cantorei sine
Nomine choir, under the direction of Stuart
Beaudoin, along with soloists, Sasha Liebich-
Tait, Shannon Coates, Colin Ainsworth and
Jonathan Liebich, who will sing this unique
setting of the Christmas story.
St. Paul’s Anglican is embarking on a series

of events that seek to combine and explore
spirituality and music. Canon Mark Kinghan
is excited to bring alternate ways of engaging
the divine through the arts into the Uxbridge
community. During this past fall, two cham-
ber concerts were presented, and for Remem-
brance Day, it featured a performance of
Tchaikovsky’s Symphony #5. The Bach
Christmas Oratorio is the capstone of this
launch.
The Christmas Oratorio is a series of six can-

tatas telling the story of the coming of Jesus,
the shepherds, and the magi, all in the tradi-
tion of many musical works composed before
1734, as well as more modern musical pre-
sentations.

Bach’s Christmas Oratorio is not often per-
formed in English, being mostly performed
in its original German. This performance
uses a fine English translation to make the
music and story accessible to the listener. 
Stu says, “Bach is often thought of as heavy,

detailed and difficult to listen to, but in this
music he seems to be dancing for the whole
program. Choruses are always upbeat and ex-
citing, orchestra colors tell the story in
sound, the soloists give us the scripture in the
recitative and commentary in the fabulous
solos. It is a Christmas musical experience
not to be missed. Your ears will be full!”
The performance begins at 7 p.m.  Tickets

are $20 and are available online at starticket-
ing.com; at Sugar FX; at 866-808-2006;
tickets can also be purchased at the door.

Affordable housing a problem throughout the region
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom century home. 
Private back yard with flagstone patio. Single car garage.

Located in downtown Uxbridge. Offered for sale at $549,900

Volume 13  No. 46                             YOUR UNIVERSE          Thursday, November 23, 2017

Inside Your Cosmos
Food bank gets lots, needs more . . . . .page 6
Council supports HST hike . . . . . . . . . .page 8



head into town to get parts and sup-
plies. He would ask everyone if they
needed anything from town, since
he was going. I would always ask if
I could come along. I didn’t need
anything from town; I simply
wanted to go to town because that
was where I would see my friends.
In fact, it’s not that long ago that the
entire family would go into town
together on a regular basis. Sure,
they had to get supplies, but the op-
portunity to go to town was more
about the chance to socialize and
visit.
Our downtowns have always been

about socializing. Business, trade,
and commerce activities were what
brought us downtown, but the un-
derlying desire was to socialize and
engage with each other. Our down-
towns are the social core of our
communities. We seem to have lost
sight of that important point. Our
strategies to rebuild our downtowns
focus overly on business attraction,
and retention of commodity-based
businesses. Yet that fails to take into
account how the world has
changed.

We lament that our downtowns
are struggling, and often attribute

that to the rise of online shopping
and our inability to compete with
the likes of Amazon, but is that re-
ally the issue? Before online shop-
ping, we complained that people
went to bigger towns just down the
road to shop. In both cases people
were driven by better prices and
broader selection. e false assump-
tion is that those are the only factors
that drive competition. Ethics, val-
ues, quality, atmosphere, and service
are enormous factors that drive con-
sumer decision making and choices.

Amazon didn’t buy Whole Foods
because it has the best prices and
broadest selection. Whole Foods has
very expensive, nuanced goods
which cater to those looking for
healthy, organic and socially con-
scious food choices. Doesn’t seem to
be a match of business models, but
perhaps that is the lesson. Even
Amazon realizes there are other
ways to compete besides variety and
price. Our downtown businesses
don’t need to compete on price, and
they really can’t anyway. at does
not mean there is nothing else they
can do to draw community dollars
into their community business.
e other element we need to con-

sider is the types of businesses we
draw downtown. Perhaps we need
to stop assuming that all businesses
need to be commodity-based. You
can buy a lot of commodity goods
online, but there are so many things
you simply can’t buy online. You
can’t see a chiropractor online. You
can’t do yoga online. You can’t have
lunch or a coffee with friends on-
line. Businesses based on service,
recreation, and socialization still do
very well and can be used to draw
people to your community’s core,
and with a thriving core you de-
velop a thriving community.
Finally, we need to remember that

downtowns that thrive are not alive
only 9 to 5. ey are centers of ac-
tivity after hours too. To be such,
however, you must have residences
in the core. Not long ago, people
used to live in the suite above their
shop. Of course, we don’t do that
anymore, but we need to remember
the value of having people living
downtown brought to our commu-
nities. Our downtowns need to be
places where people actively live,
not just do business. at means
much more mixed-use development
and rezoning in a lot of our com-
munities. It may feel like it’s creat-
ing chaos, but it’s really creating life
in your core.

Re-building our communities
often means starting with the down-
town core. However, it is not just re-
designing that is required to make
our communities stronger, but often
a re-thinking about what works, and
what is possible. Changing your
thinking can be a challenge, but it
is important if you are going to find
new opportunities.
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Communities across North Amer-
ica are looking for ways to make
their communities prosperous
again. Most are focused on eco-
nomic drivers that are meant to
bring jobs, investment, and wealth
to a community. at is certainly a
noble pursuit. e challenge is that
so many communities are using

strategies from a generation ago in
addressing their downtown core,
and that is why they are failing.
When we think about our commu-
nity’s downtown, we often think
about shopping and retail space.
at mindset is so pervasive that
when our downtowns suffer a
downturn, and businesses close, we

work to retain and attract similar
businesses to fill the gaps and store-
front vacancies. Yet that approach
fails to consider how the world is
changing, as well as what our down-
towns were really, and always,
about.

When I was a kid on the farm, I
recall my Grandpa getting ready to

Re-thinking Downtown
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“13 Ways” Installment #4 - The pros, and myths, of shopping locally
by Roger Varley

is is the fourth “installment” in a se-
ries of columns and articles inspired by
the book entitled “13 Ways To Kill Your
Community.” 

Shop locally.
It’s a phrase everyone uses, but who
actually heeds it, lives by it? Chapter
Five of Doug Griffiths' book “13
Ways to Kill Your Community” talks
about shopping out of town instead
of using local retailers or service sup-
pliers, and this installment intends to
take a look at how Uxbridge fares in
the shop locally department.

In small communities such as
Uxbridge, it isn’t reasonable to expect
local businesses to meet all of the res-
idents' needs; therefore those needs
have to be met by visiting out-of-
town locales. Sometimes it is because
the goods or services required are just
not available in town or because
there isn't enough variety. However,
in a survey conducted by the Cosmos
late last year, 34 per cent of those re-
sponding said they only shop down-
town occasionally - or never.
Many people in Goodwood, for ex-

ample, prefer nipping down to
Stouffville for their shopping, opting
to put up with that town's congested
Main Street rather than drive an
extra two kilometres to Uxbridge. In
Zephyr, a lot of residents do their
regular shopping in Newmarket.
Even in the town of Uxbridge, many
residents would rather drive to Port
Perry to make their purchases.

ere are a number of reasons for
these choices. Better selection, lower
prices, more choices, saving money
and, in some cases, dissatisfaction
with local businesses.
But shopping out of town can affect

residents in ways they might not
think about. Take the Uxbridge Bru-
ins, for example. e Bruins carry
sponsors' logos on the backs of their
sweaters: most of them carry two
logos. at's about 40 sponsorships

and the sponsors are almost entirely
businesses - including the Cosmos -
who pay annual amounts to support
the Bruins. Without such sponsor-
ship, the team would have difficulty
making ends meet. But it's not just
the Bruins who rely on sponsors.
Most of the youth sports in town rely
on sponsors. And if it wasn't for
Canadian Tire and its JumpStart
program, a good many local youth
would not be able to afford to partic-
ipate in sports at all.
By shopping at the local stores - and

using local services - residents can en-
sure that the sponsorships continue.

It's local merchants' willingness to
display numerous posters in their
store windows that help community
groups promote their concerts, bake
sales, bazaars and the like. at in-
cludes the Uxbridge Youth eatre
and Vocally Inspired Performers, two
theatre groups for youth. Many local
businesses, such as Wixan's Bridge,
e Second Wedge Brewing Com-
pany and Blue Heron Books, often
run events in support of local causes.

On Monday, council approved the
accounts for the first half of this
month, almost $700,000 in pay-
ments. When asked if the township
has a policy regarding shopping lo-
cally, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
said the township tries to get the
lowest price for anything it purchases
and has no policy regarding buying
locally. She added, however, that
council will be debating its purchas-
ing policy next month.

Council, of course, has to be pru-
dent in spending taxpayers' dollars
and seeking the best price when pur-
chasing goods and services is com-
mendable. And not all of that
$700,000 was spent on goods and
services. Some of it went to refund-
ing developers' performance bonds,
insurance, streetlights and payments
to other levels of government. Yet,
$8,300 went to the Brampton Paint-
ing Company for painting at the
Music Hall. When questioned about

the expense, Public Works Director
Ben Kester said the painting job had
been tendered and Brampton Paint-
ing came in with the lowest bid.

However, if Uxbridge had a shop-
local-where-possible policy, that
could provide a shot in the arm for
the local economy.
Shopping locally has other benefits.

It provides employment for friends
and neighbours, it relieves conges-
tion on highways, it attracts new
businesses to town and it can also
connect people more closely with the
community in which they live. As
Mr. Griffiths states in his column
this week: "Our downtowns have al-
ways been about socializing. Busi-
ness, trade, and commerce activities
were what brought us downtown,
but the underlying desire was to so-
cialize and engage with each other.
Our downtowns are the social core
of our communities."

at element was not lost on BIA

members at their annual general
meeting Tuesday when they dis-
cussed how to encourage more peo-
ple to shop locally. One
businessperson actually talked about
"building the community and bring-
ing people together."
And some business owners practice

what they preach. When Frankie's
Ristorante was operating at Main
and Brock, the van Veghels regularly
purchased meat products from the
Meat Merchant across the street and
purchased as much locally grown
produce as they could. Cheryl Hinzel
of Sugar FX and Mary Taggart of
M.T. Hangers joined forces to try
and help other businesses at the east
end of Brock to spruce up their part
of the downtown retail sector.

Elaine Leigh, former chair of the
BIA and now its facilitator, said the
organization hopes to conduct some 

...continued on page 9
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At the 11th hour of the 11 day, of the
11 month...we will remember them. 

It was a sunny day, although the
wind was chilly. Regardless,
Uxbridge, you came out to show you
remember. We remembered the
fallen soldiers who left Uxbridge so
many years ago, and the many who
did not return. You recognized the
veterans as they marched past you
with applause, so heartwarming.
How wonderful it was to see all the

youngsters in the parade, proudly
marching up to the Cenotaph. We
must ensure that they will carry on
the tradition and be forever re-
minded of the sacrifices of those who
died, and those who are still serving
to protect their freedom.
Thank you, Uxbridge, for your gen-

erosity to the Poppy Campaign.
Funds raised go to assist our veterans
and many of the services they utilize. 

If anyone knows of a veteran that
might need assistance, please contact
us at the Uxbridge Legion. We will
do whatever we can to assist them. 
Lest we forget. 

Gloria Eng
Poppy Chair RCL Br. 170 

I have been reading all the letters and
comments from various people, in-
cluding our mayor, about giving Sam
Sharpe’s house on First Avenue his-
torical designation. After hearing the
names of the young men from our
town read out at the Cenotaph and
in church, I cannot but wonder if the
parents and families of these young
men, some only boys, thought Sam
Sharpe  was a hero. He did what so
many men with influence did, and
that is convince them that it was
their duty to serve King and Country
so as to preserve a privileged way of
life for the rich and the gentry. 
My father served in the Royal Navy

in both World Wars and the stories
he told me about the treatment of
the sailors were horrific. My wife’s

grandfather was called up in late
1917 at 38 years old, leaving a wife
and three daughters under 10 years
old, and was killed within months. 

We have not only spent over
$100,000 on a statue, we are now
trying to turn his house into some
kind of shrine. I feel it is somewhat
ironic that his statue is going to be
looking across at the memorial to the
young men who died under his com-
mand.

Derek Freemantle
Uxbridge

Earlier this year the Township was
lamenting the fact no business from
downtown had opted to apply for a
grant to “improve” signage.  I think
this is a matter of the left hand not
knowing what the right hand is
doing. 
In a competing paper last week, the

Township posted the various rules
and regulations about the use of
signs. A second article discussed a
sign grant. From what I read, there
were a lot of restrictions, such as
colour, font, size, location, etc.
Given that a sign is a unique an-
nouncement of  your business, why
would a business want to adopt
something that says what they aren’t?     

At one time in the 1980s a large
strip-plaza in Scarborough decided
that all signs needed to be the in the
same font and colours. When passing
by, there was no distinctness to any
sign. I couldn’t separate one from the
other. I just drove right by – there
was no uniqueness and thus no busi-
ness.
You will notice that there are virtu-

ally no national businesses operating
in the downtown area. They spend
millions of dollars to develop their
profile, and one way of distinguish-
ing themselves is through signage.
They will not operate where they
cannot deliver their distinctness.
Those that are operating downtown

will continue to repair their signs
rather than submit to an arbitrary de-
cision about what is or is not an ac-
ceptable sign. Can you imagine the
TD Bank using the town’s “colours”
– unheard of. But we expect a small
entrepreneur to do so – that is unfair.

So on one hand we offer some
money for new signs and on the
other hand place inane restrictions
on what that sign can look like. Is
there any wonder why no one has ap-
plied for the sign grant? I won’t even
go into the fact that the amount of
the grant is subject to the subjective
whims of council.

Grant Baines
Uxbridge

With winter on the way the residents
of Hwy. 47 in Goodwood will have
a break from living on this backroad
with the dust.
The dust on dry days seeps into our

homes and we eat dust with our
meals. On wet days we live with mud
on the road, dreading the day the sun
comes out and dries it up so we can
eat dust again.
We do have a street sweeper and we

appreciate the thought, except the
street sweeper creates clouds of dust
while sweeping the dirt to the curb.
This fine particulate dust (and also

don’t forget diesel fuel from the
gravel trucks) is very unhealthy; and
still the trucks come through town
instead of using the truck bypass that
was created to prevent this problem.
Other trucks coming from a distance
have already cleaned their tires over
the many miles they travel, but the
trucks we are dealing with are close
by and dumping mud and dirt as
they travel through the hamlet.
So bring on the snow/the cold tem-

peratures and save us from eating the
dust here in Goodwood, because
nothing else seems to work.

Bev Northeast
Goodwood

Letters to the Editor

Despite the fact that Santa Claus officially rolled into Uxbridge this past
weekend, there has been much debate going on as to when exactly the Christ-
mas/holiday season begins. Some say it’s when the Toronto Santa Claus pa-
rade happens (it was on Sunday afternoon). Yet others contest that it’s
whenever the AmericansThanksgiving falls. After all, now that we too have
Black Friday, why not make our official holiday season begin then as well?
(Why not, indeed, because we all want to be just like the Americans. Not.)
Some have their decorated trees up and ready to go the day after Halloween.
Many, including some of us here in the Cosmos office, are adherents to the
December 1st rule.
It seems that it’s impossible to nail down a specific date that all the festivities,

so to speak, should begin. That said, it seems fair to say that most people
want to respect the “Not until after November 11” rule (excepting the early
tree putter-uppers we mentioned earlier. Shame on them.). And yet it seems
that holiday ads for shopping and buying and gift giving and so on are com-
ing out earlier and earlier every year. The first time one hears the strains of
“Jingle Bells” in a commercial, it’s like a slap in the face. It’s like we just fin-
ished buying school supplies, now it’s time to shop for Christmas gifts. Al-
though many complain that “it’s too early, it’s too soon,” it might be worth
thinking that it’s necessary. We’re all so blinking busy, we need plenty of ad-
vance notice that, just like every other December for centuries now, the hol-
iday season is fast approaching, and we need to get our buns in gear. Of
course, the whole notion of Christmastime being nothing but a commercial-
ized money-grab is ever present, but it’s not what we’re talking about here.
We’re just wondering when the season should start. Do we need all this ad-
vanced warning, so that our technology-addled brains can have it drilled into
them that we need to do this or that? Is early-onset Christmas advertising
doing nothing but stressing us all out? Does it make us feel like we have to
do more, be more, etc., etc.? 
A recent article in the Independent in Britain said that “people who put their

Christmas decorations up early are happier than those who wait, according
to psychology experts.” That plugging in the sparkly lights puts you in touch
with your inner child. 

“In a world full of stress and anxiety people like to associate to things that
make them happy and Christmas decorations evoke those strong feelings of
childhood,” said the article. It went on to say that people who decorate the
outside of their houses sooner get to know their neighbours better, as it makes
you appear more friendly. We always knew Uxbridge was a friendly place... 
Whatever the psychology behind it all, some people like to jump on the pa-

rade float early, while others prefer to delay the gratification that comes with
tinsel and trim. It’s an individual preference - for the editor of this newspaper,
Christmastime can’t even think about starting until the Toronto parade hap-
pens, she sees the upside clowns (bears are good, too), and she hears “Do
They Know It’s Christmas?” on the radio. Well, the parade was on Sunday
(although she has yet to watch it, she’ll catch up this coming weekend), and
she’s already heard the song on the radio. Time to go get a tree.
As the saying goes, if you can’t lick ‘em, you might as well join ‘em. 

Our two cents
When is tree time?
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It is not my intention to criticize the organ-
izers of, or the participants in, Uxbridge's
annual Santa Claus parade. Obviously, it
takes time and effort on the part of hun-
dreds of volunteers whose only aim is to
bring an hour's worth of fun and enjoy-
ment to the rest of the community. How-
ever, having said that, this year's parade
seemed to be lacking somehow.
On my part, I thought there was an overall

lack of music. Oh, I know the Uxbridge Le-
gion pipe band was there as always, and the
Roxy Kids' float belted out music as usual
and the Shriners riding on their train were
rockin'. But overall, it was a quiet parade. I
missed the Lindsay pipe band who used to
be a regular part of Santa's cortege (remem-
ber the pink bunny?) and the marching
band whose name I can't remember but
who wore black-and-yellow Cavalier uni-
forms.
I have spoken to others who also felt there

was too little music, but one lady's obser-
vation nailed it for me.

"There was no magic," she said.
Magic always has been and, hopefully, al-

ways will be a large part of Christmas, and
I'm not talking about magic in the disap-
pearing rabbit sense (although the pink
bunny seems to have disappeared). I'm talk-
ing about the awe and wonder and excite-
ment in children's eyes as they watch
something that is not part of their regular
lives. The only sense of magic I had from
the parade was the Cinderella float entered
by the Vocally Inspired Performers youth
theatre group. It reminded me of the very
first Christmas gift I bought for my sister.
That and the bubbles: one group went by
sending a squall of soap bubbles into the air.
I've never known any child who didn't de-
light in bubbles.
For the most part, the parade consisted of

groups of people walking along handing
out candy to youngsters lining the route or
folks waving to the crowd from inside
trucks and cars. There was, with the notable
exceptions of the large Step With Style
dance group and the Roxy Kids, a dearth of
energy. And for some reason, Santa's sleigh
and reindeers almost appeared to have been
tacked on to the end of the parade at the

last moment.
The Santa Claus parade denotes the start

of the Christmas season in town and should
fill the spectators with a sense of excite-
ment. I know that funds for the parade are
limited and it costs money to bring in
marching bands such as the aforemen-
tioned Cavaliers, but it seems to me that the
parade should be led by a marching brass
band belting out non-stop music to get the
crowd geared up for what follows. And I
mean non-stop. I don't know how many
times over the years that the parade has
come to a halt just as a band was passing in
front of me and almost invariably the band
marches in place, instruments silent.
And what follows that opening brass band

should be fun. I'd like to see more clowns.
Not just people wearing clown costumes,
but clowns doing funny things. I'd like to
see more fanciful costumes, not just those
from the most current Disney animated
movie. I'd like to see more contingents
showing off some precision marching rou-
tines. They don't have to be complicated,
just more interesting than marching in a
straight line.

Here's another thought. To add to the
"magic" of the parade, couldn't the twinkle
lights on the downtown trees be lit during
the daytime just for that one event? They
would certainly have made a difference on
Saturday, a gloomy, overcast day.
This is a community filled with talented,

artistic people. But, despite the number of
choral groups in town, not a single choir
took part. And I would have loved to see -
and hear - our own Leah Daniels belting
out a few songs from a flatbed.
I reiterate that this is not intended to be a

criticism, either of those who took part or
those who didn't. It's just a few suggestions
that someone might want to consider for
next year's parade.
Given that, in my opinion, the crowds lin-

ing the parade route were somewhat smaller
this year, it seems to me that the parade
needs a healthy injection of - what's that
word? - magic.
Tell me, am I wrong?

I wouldn’t have known that she was my neigh-
bour. But it turns out that in more ways than
one, she and I have been connected. First, we
have both been journalism instructors in the
Ontario college system. We have both written
columns for a number of years. Next, we are
both the children of immigrants. But perhaps
the surprising aspect of our neighbour connec-
tion is that Priya Ramanujam and I both came
from Scarborough. 

“Scarborough is a hotbed of talent,” she de-
scribes of her home community. 

Now, Ms. Ramanujam and I haven’t actually
physically lived as neighbours, but she and I
found ourselves connected – along with 148
other residents of the Toronto east-end com-
munity – thanks to an online initiative called
“150 Neighbours.” With the final weeks of
Canada’s sesquicentennial upon us, I received
a call this past few week, asking if I would par-
ticipate in a social media program designed to
commemorate Canada’s 150th anniversary in
Scarborough. I was flattered to be considered
in this photo-documentary series celebrating
local accomplishments in that part of the GTA.
For those who don’t know, Ms. Ramanujam is
the co-creator of a media program called “Say
Word,” that employs videos, radio shows and
magazine features to address a wide range of is-
sues ranging from racial profiling and youth vi-
olence to art and fashion. Her comment about
the excitement around Scarborough’s talent has
also been reflected in her Urbanology magazine
since 2004. She now teaches journalism to col-
lege students, and she views Canada’s 150th an-
niversary year as “an opportunity for national
soul searching.”

The Scarborough connection for me goes
back to my childhood, when my family – then
just my mother, father and I – moved from
Toronto’s Annex (before it was the Annex) in
the early 1950s to a post-war neighbourhood
just off Kingston Road. Then, in 1953, when
my sister Kate arrived on the scene, we moved
to the then-village of Agincourt. I attended
public school in Scarborough. And my teachers
first inspired my curiosity for reading, but
mostly for writing. I told Mike Malott, my
Grade 5 teacher in 1959, that I planned to be
a writer. And Mr. Malott made sure I had every
opportunity to reach that goal.

As one of the 150, I’m in some pretty august
company. There is former Ontario Lieutenant
Governor David Onley, as well as former
banker turned philanthropist and MPP Mary
Anne Chambers. There’s also a host of sporting
celebrities, such as race driver Paul Tracy, for-

mer NBA Raptor Jamaal Magloire, and NHLer
Anson Carter. Perhaps less known, but equally
important to society, Brian Philcox and Bonnie
Buxton are among the 150 for their innovative
work at FASworld, studying and preventing the
effects of fetal alcohol syndrome on the un-
born. From the high-profile entertainers’ ranks,
of course, there are the Barenaked Ladies,
Maestro Fresh Wes Williams and Mike Myers,
the comedian who, it seems, has made a career
of being an ambassador of his community and
his country.

“I challenge the world, in the history of na-
tion-states,” he commented in a CBC TV in-
terview, “to find any other country that’s tried
to get it right as much as Canada has.”

I was told by the researcher who interviewed
me that appropriately among the instigators of
this 150 Neighbours project was Bruce Kidd,
currently the principal of the University of
Toronto, Scarborough College. Kidd, now 74,
was an inspiration to a generation of long-dis-
tance runners – myself included – when he
won gold in the Six Miles and bronze in the
Three Miles events at the 1962 British Empire
Games and competed as an Olympian in the
1964 Summer Games. Kidd has been a tireless
campaigner for equity in sports. But I most re-
spect him for an instance in which he famously
refused an NCAA scholarship when an Amer-
ican scholar referred to Canada as “a backwa-
ter” place to study.
“I will never forget how angry that made me,”

he said. “I decided to stay and study in my own
country. I chose Canada.”

The college where Principal Kidd now pre-
sides was created by another of the 150 Neigh-
bours in the photo documentary. John
Andrews came up with Scarborough College’s
unique Highland Creek Valley-side design. An-
other of the 150 Neighbours is a former stu-
dent of mine. Georgia Balogiannis grew up in
North Scarborough, completed her studies in
our Centennial College journalism program
and then progressed in her career, by way of an
internship, into the Metroland Media organi-
zation. She tried radio and television, but even-
tually returned to Scarborough to become
managing editor of Metroland Media Toronto,
including The Scarborough Mirror, where she
first did a co-operative placement.
“Scarborough is my success story,” she told the

150 Neighbours people. “It’s where my family
is … It’s my foundation.”
That goes for at least 150 of us. 

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

It’s more than Scarberia

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Where’s the magic?



e second annual Farm to Train
event recently served up a
$10,000 cheque to Loaves and
Fishes, the Uxbridge food bank. 
All Aboard Uxbridge, comprised

of Gloria Eng, Elaine Leigh and
Councillor Pam Beach, organized
the event, which was held on Sat-
urday, September 30, aboard the
York Durham Heritage Railway.

e purpose of this unique culi-
nary experience was to raise funds
for the local food bank. 

All Aboard Uxbridge, and the
Farm to Train event, began as the
vision of Councillor Beach as a
way to highlight and utilize the
culinary talents of local restaura-
teurs and locally sourced suppli-
ers.  In fact, 99 per cent of the
final menu was farm fresh ingre-
dients, sourced from the
Uxbridge area. 
Councillor Beach says she is pas-

sionate about supporting and rec-
ognizing local farms in the
Uxbridge area, as well as educat-
ing people about the importance
of utilizing local produce. Once
she joined forces with Gloria Eng
and Elaine Leigh and formed All
Aboard Uxbridge, the three
worked with Pam's aspiration and
determination to bring this vision
to fruition (no pun intended).
ey collaborated closely with
Denis Godbout, president of
York Durham Heritage Railway,

Niki Filntissis of Urban Pantry
Restaurant, and Joanne Richter of
e Second Wedge Brewing
Company. is collaboration,
complemented by musicians
Sonia Sabir, accompanied by
Chris Saunders, and ukulele duo
Crow, rounded out the evening.
Councillor Dave Barton organ-
ized the sound system. 

“e collaboration with the
partners, sponsors and patrons is
truly a testament to the resound-
ing success of this event,” says
Elaine. “Our motto says it all:
“e land feeds the people. Come
out, be fed and help feed others.”

Loaves and Fishes coordinator
Ron Lee-Wing received the size-
able donation, and said that it
will mainly be used to get the
food bank through the first three
months of the new year, which is
often a difficult time for the food
bank. Many donations come in
during the holiday season, and
drop off again when the season of
giving is over.

Also helping the food bank is
the local Care-a-van, which is tak-
ing donations all over Uxbridge.
It will be at the following loca-
tions this week:
ursday, November 23
Zehrs, 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturday, November 25
Canadian Tire Uxbridge, 11 a.m.
– 1 p.m.
Tuesday, November 28
Vince’s Market, 4 p.m. – 6 p.m
Wednesday, November 29
e Second Wedge Brewing Co.
5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
ursday, November 30
Zehrs, 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.
You can also drop-off your non-

perishable food items to the fol-
lowing locations during their
regular business hours: McDon-
ald’s Uxbridge; Williamson
Chrysler; Williamson Uxbridge;
Ron Noble Insurance; Take Root
Creative (53 Toronto St. N.
Lower Level); and at Viper Mar-
keting Group (16 Bascom St.).
Items that the food bank can use

the most are: applesauce, canned
fruit and vegetables, juice, Flakes
of Ham, and spaghetti sauce.

For more information on the
Farm to Train event, visit Face-
book @farmtotrain or the website
www.farmtotrain.ca
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416.677.4644

Gift
Certificates
Available!

Farm to Train helps food bank but shelves still aren’t full

All Aboard Uxbridge, a triumvirate comprised of Gloria Eng, Elaine Leigh and Councillor Pam
Beach, present the proceeds of their recent Farm to Train event to Ron Lee-Wing, a coordinator
with the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank. $10,000 was raised at the event, and will go towards
helping the local food bank through the sparser months at the beginning of 2018.

Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove



e Mumberley Inheritance - 
a review by Elizabeth Allen

If your Christmas season normally
includes a good old-fashioned Eng-
lish pantomime but your pocket-
book can’t take Toronto theatre
prices, e Mumberley Inheritance,
which is OnStage Uxbridge’s first of-
fering for its 2017-2018 season, will
fit the bill nicely.
“Buckle your seatbelts, it’s gonna be

a bumpy ride” may just be this
show’s unofficial motto. From the
opening scene through to one of the
most mad-cap chase scenes I’ve seen
staged in a long while, e Mumber-
ley Inheritance, written by Warren
Graves, is an over-the-top romp/pe-
riod piece/farce/melodrama, all
rolled up in one. Director Phil Cook
has gathered his cast and let them
loose in this zany production, result-
ing in lots of laughs.

Kevin Fleetwood brings his won-
derful physicality to the role of Roger
Mumberley, the aging, befuddled
family patriarch who has squandered
the family fortune by gambling. His
son Jack, played by Jeremy Cook, de-
parted years ago for the wilds of
Canada in search of clues to a treas-
ure said to be hidden on the family
estate. Rebekah Kennedy shines as
Daphne, the ingénue seeking love
and the restoration of her father’s for-
tune. She has her heart set on Rod-
ney Stoutheart (played by Kyle
Roberts) but it seems the lovers’
plans are to be thwarted…

Marmaduke Mayhem (Chad
Richard), villain extraordinaire, ar-
rives with a plan of his own—to

marry Daphne and find the fabled
inheritance even if he must take
down every stone of the venerable
manor to do so. He is aided in his ef-
forts by Crispin Cringe (Anita Vuori-
jarvi) and nurse Polly Dumpling
(Jacqueline Lalonde), both forced to
do his bidding because of the power
he holds over them. Dotty the maid
(Janet Gilliland) rounds out the cast.
Some of the actors are much stronger
in their roles than others, but the
silliness of the plot and the necessity
for melodrama makes weaker acting
excusable. 

e set is lovely, and makes the
Uxbridge Music Hall stage look
huge. e sturdy flight of stairs gets
used a great deal, and there is lots of
space to run around and chase bad
guys. ere’s even a secret tunnel –
no spoiler here, though! Lighting is
used effectively – flashing lights dur-
ing high-energy scenes, impromptu
spots on characters that regularly
break the fourth wall – it all adds to

the fun.
Will Daphne be forced to marry

Marmaduke? Can anyone save her
from such a terrible fate? And what
of Jack, her brother, gone for six long
years (be sure to remember that!)?
Will he return in time? Will anyone
find the treasure? Can anyone stop
the evil Marmaduke? For answers to
these and other questions, go see e
Mumberley Inheritance. You won’t
say “Curses!” if you do. And in the
style of a panto, audience members
are encouraged to boo, hiss, and
cheer for the folks on stage. You will
definitely have fun!

OnStage Uxbridge presents e
Mumberley Inheritance at the
Uxbridge Music Hall November 16-
25, 2017. Tickets are $24 and are
available online at www.starticket-
ing.com and at Sugar FX.
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Jewellery,
Purses &

Accessories
Saturday, Dec. 2

10 am - 2 pm

Chances Are
20 Bascom Street

Uxbridge

Best Ever
Sale

Mumberley Manor - a good place for a great time

Nurse Polly Dumpling, played by Jacqueline
Lalonde, and the befuddled Roger Mumberley
in a scene from OnStage Uxbridge’s production
of The Mumberley Inheritance. 

Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Nov. 23: The Climate Crisis
and Its Solutions. Jenny Collings, Al
Gore Trainee. 7 p.m. Scugog Memorial
Library, 231 Water Street, Port Perry.
Many of us saw former American vice
president Al Gore's film “The Inconven-
ient Truth.” The “Inconvenient Sequel-
Truth and Power” is out, with new data
supporting the warnings and explaining
the accomplishments at reducing green-
house gases. Must we change? Can we
change? Will we change? Jenny Collings
says yes in this talk and discussion.
Sat., Nov. 25: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs
please.  Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862
Sat., Nov. 25: Christmas Bird
Count 4 Kids. Jay Thibert , Friends of
Nonquon. 9:30 a.m. - noon. 1710 Scu-
gog Line 10, Greenbank, David Carroll
Classroom, Nonquon Centre. Bring
binoculars. For more information please
contact Jay Thibert by e-mail at jay.thib-
ert@sympatico.ca.

Sat., Nov. 25: Christmas Bake
Sale and Luncheon. Sacred Heart
Parish Hall, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Delicious
home made baked goods, 50/50 Draw.
Hot lunch - Soup or chili - starts at 11
a.m.
Sat., Nov. 25: St. Andrews-
Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Christmas Bazaar. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 26: Uxbridge Farmers’
Christmas Market. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Food, crafts, Christmas decor, and that
special something for someone special!
Sun., Nov. 26: A Classic Christmas
Oratorio by J.S. Bach. St. Paul’s An-
glican Church, 7 p.m. Comparable to
Handel's Messiah, the whole story from
Jesus' Birth to the Adoration of Magi.
Three hour show, in English. Directed by
Stuart Beaudoin. Tickets $20, online from
starticketing.com; at Sugar FX; or phone
866-808-2006.
Sun. Nov. 26: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 2 p.m. Walker
Woods East. A slow to moderate 2 hr.
hike with some hills. Kids and leashed
dogs welcome. Meet at parking lot on
west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Bruce
Cohen 905 649 8596

NEXT WEEK
Wed., Nov. 29: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. This is a fast 2+ hr, 10+ km
loop hike with hills. Meet at parking lot
on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Sun., Dec. 3: Music Fest celebrates
Christmas. Please join Authentic
Scratch & Friends at Reachview Village
from 10 - 11:30 a.m. We welcome all
kinds of entertainment for a most appre-
ciative audience. For more info please
call jo 905-852-6487.
Sun., Dec. 3: A reading of Charles
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, pre-
sented by North House & Church of the
Ascension, featuring readers Ted Barris,
Dan Pollard, Rev Ted McCollum and Ian
Rowan. 3 p.m., Church of the Ascension,
266 North St., Port Perry. Tickets $20,
available at North House, 289-640-
1929; Church of the Ascension, 905-
985-7278; Presents Presents, Uxbridge,
or call Anne Wells at 905-852-3051.
Sun., Dec. 3: Alleluia! Alleluia!
with the Monday Morning
Singers, St. Paul’s Anglican Church. 3
p.m. Special guests include soprano,
Grace Rogers, violinists Anita Hancock &
Diane Tait, and bassist Edward Tait. Also
on the program are pieces by Buxtehude,
& J.S. Bach, as well as new composi-
tions. Tickets are $20 from Presents Pres-
ents or at the door. www.mmsingers.org 

UPCOMING
Tues., Dec. 5: Pine Grove Pioneer
Church Christmas Carol Service. 7
p.m. Featuring Jennifer Neveu and Bella
Nove. Collection will go to the Salvation

Army & the Port Perry Hospital.
Wed., Dec. 6: Candlelight Com-
munion Services, St. Paul's Anglican
Church. Also on Dec. 13 & 20, 7 p.m.
Quiet, contemplative, meditative music
with only candles. Take this time in the
busy hectic schedule leading up to Christ-
mas for a moment of reflection. Everyone
welcome. www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Sat., Dec. 9: Breakfast With Santa
Zephyr Community Centre,  8:30  to
11:30 a.m. Breakfast includes pancakes,
sausage, juice and drinks. A wonderful
way to get into the Christmas spirit and
to see all your friends and neighbours.  
Sun., Dec. 10: Community Carol
Sing, St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 3 p.m.
Music brings joy to the Christmas season.
Join together in singing favorite Christ-
mas carols with other music and special
guest, Kenneth Welsh, sharing stories,
poems and readings too. Everyone wel-
come! www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca 

ONGOING
Yoga Youth: Mondays, through to Dec.
11. 4 - 5 p.m. at Uxbridge Public Library.
Free event for youth 11-21 yrs. Call 905
862 3456 to register.
Mind Over Matter (Relaxation):
Thursdays, through to Dec. 14, 4 - 5 p.m.
at Uxbridge Public Library. Free event for
youth 11-21 yrs. Call 905 862 3456 to
register.
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753
COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

YOU DON’T HAVE AS MUCH TIME AS YOU THINK
YOU DO! ORDER YOUR TURKEY TODAY!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2017/2018 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Farm Tractor Operators

Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators

Plow Tractor Operators

All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great

attitudes are an asset.
Hourly wage of $18.00 - $30.00

Forward your resume to
neno@clintar.com

or Fax 416-291-6792

READY FOR WINTER?

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist

Council supports increase in HST:
Uxbridge council has joined a
growing number of Ontario mu-
nicipalities supporting a call for a
one-per-cent increase in the
provincial portion of the HST.
Council voted on Monday to sup-

port a recently passed resolution
from the Region of Durham asking
the province to approve the in-
crease, with the estimated $2.5 bil-
lion in extra revenue being used to
pay for "critical municipal services
like roads, bridges, transit, clean
water and other services."
The initiative comes from the As-

sociation of Ontario Municipalities
(AMO).

Durham Region's resolution
notes that Ontarians already pay
the highest property taxes in
Canada and municipalities are re-
stricted in what they can do to raise
money to pay for infrastructure
projects.

No crime too small: In an appear-
ance before council, Durham Re-
gional Police Chief Paul Martin
said no crime is too small to report
to police.

Councillor Dave Barton noted
there had been a rash of "petty"
crime in Uxbridge recently, includ-
ing break-ins into vehicles. Chief
Martin said even if such an event
involves only the theft of a few
coins "we do want to know about
these incidents."

Councillor Highet called on the
police chief to institute police bike
patrols and foot patrols in the
township during the summer
months.

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the November 20
Council Meeting



It is that time of year again
time to feed the birds; after all,
they did entertain us all sum-
mer.
is year’s version of the Fan-

tasy of Lights will soon be
aglow in Elgin Park, and the
Goodwood Baptist Church
will have a display, so support
your local Optimist club and
take the tour.

e Goodwood Baptist
Church holds Sunday service
at 11 a.m. and all are welcome
to attend. Ladies’ meeting this
month is Saturday, November
18 at 9 a.m., so come prepared
to bake cookies for shut-ins
and Sunrise mothers. is will
be followed by a pot-Bless
luncheon at 12 noon. 

e Candlelight Service is
December 17 at 6:30 p.m. and

all regular programs will con-
tinue until mid-December –
check the church website for
all particulars. www.good-
woodbaptistchurch.com 

Please remember to shovel
your sidewalk so the residents
are not walking on this very
busy road, and thank you to
those who drive at the speed
limit.
As the saying goes “If we had

no winter, the spring would
not be so pleasant!” (Anne
Bradstreet)
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by Roger Varley

Six Uxbridge Bruins players had a
multi-point night at the arena on Fri-
day as the local lads crushed the
lowly Georgina Ice 9-1. e lone
Georgina goal came with just 1:36
remaining in the game, robbing
goalie Jake Joosten of his first shut-
out of the season.

Damien Heinle led the points pa-
rade with a hat-trick and an assist,
while Noah Donaghy and Matthew
Hunter both had four assists.
Cameron Moffitt scored two goals
and an assist, while Simon Feig
notched two goals and Tyler
Hutchinson had two assists. 

e game started out with a fast-
paced, end-to-end first period, as the
Bruins once again reverted to a loose,
fluid style of play. e Uxbridge
squad survived a two-minute, two-
man disadvantage near the midway
mark as Moffitt was handed a double
minor. Just over a minute after the
penalties ended, Michael Rennie
opened the scoring, assisted by
Hutchinson and Hunter.

In the second period, the Bruins
went on a scoring rampage, scoring

seven goals in the stanza and forcing
starting goalie Jacob Lebel out of the
game. Feig scored two within the
space of 30 seconds at the beginning
of the period, assisted on both mark-
ers by Donaghy. Defenceman
omas Sheedy made it 4-0 with a
power-play goal at the midway mark,
assisted by Hunter and Aiden Reilly
and two minutes later Moffitt
notched a short-handed goal, assisted
by call-up player Nolan Kellachan.
en, in quick succession, came two
goals by Heinle, assisted by Hutchin-
son and Moffitt on the first and by
Donaghy and Hunter on the second.
Moffitt closed out the period, as-
sisted by Donaghy and Hunter.
With Aidan Rye now in the net for

Georgina, the Bruins' attack slack-
ened off somewhat in the final pe-
riod, with Heinle scoring his third
goal at the midway mark, assisted by
Daniel Wu. Joosten was finally
beaten on a goal by Georgina's Chris
Mitchell with less than two minutes
remaining in the game.
e third period saw another in re-

cent spate of questionable calls by the
officials. Aiden Reilly received a two-
game suspension for inciting an op-
ponent and abuse of officials. ose

calls came after Georgina's Spencer
Waters rode Reilly along the boards
trying hard to tempt Reilly into a
fight. Reilly resisted, even when Wa-
ters pulled off his helmet. Yet the of-
ficials still sent him to the penalty
box and handed out the suspension.
Waters was handed four penalties for
cross-checking, grabbing the face
mask, removing the helmet and in-
citing an opponent. He was given a
one-game suspension.

e Bruins return to action at the
arena tomorrow at 7:45 p.m. to host
the Lakefield Chiefs, with whom
Uxbridge and the Port Perry Mo-
Jacks share first place in the seven-
team PJHL Orr Division. On
Saturday night, the Bruins visit the
last-place, winless Little Britain Mer-
chants and then they travel to Clar-
ington on ursday night to face the
fourth-place Eagles.

Bear Pause: e Bruins instituted a
new feature at the end of Friday's
game, naming the game's three stars.
e organization handed the first star
to Moffitt, the second to Heinle and the
third to Feig.

Across
1. Turkey seasoning
4. Lock site
9. Step follower
12. It's found in banks
13. "La Bohème," e.g.
14. Solitary
15. Woman's secret
16. Express
17. Hardly numerous
18. Takes a break
20. Wine holder
22. Dorothy Parker quality
24. It may be high in the af

ternoon
25. Clear-cut
29. Kind of bean
33. Monopoly piece
34. Guys
35. Arborist's concern
36. Dismal
37. Looks into
39. ____ Zeppelin (rock 

group)
41. Place for a ring, of a
sort....
42. No longer dirt
45. Comes (to)
49. ___ Ta Be my girl
50. Genies _____ wishes
54. Jazzman
55. Isaac Newton prefix
56. Like a beaver
57. Frozen dessert
58. Stable diet
59. White
60. Morning moisture

Down
1. Lion's warning
2. Drive
3. Some contests
4. Relative
5. Appropriate
6. Mosquito protection or 

profit?
7. "Who ___ we kidding?"
8. The "L" of XXL
9. Davenport
10. Singles
11. CNN output
19. Blink
21. Type of light
23. Fearful
24. Stretched tight
25. Accomplished
26. Detergent brand
27. On behalf of
28. Highest rating score,
often
30. Line made with a com

pass
31. Dog lover
32. I will
38. Bakery fare
40. Barely beats
42. Encouragement
43. Largest of seven
44. Utter
46. Battery corrosive
47. Athlete's concern
48. Cook by slow boil
51. Moved fast
52. Of yore
53. Recent

Bruins’ fluid style keeping them in top spot

Shopping locally, from page 3

type of survey next year to find out
why some residents don't shop lo-
cally.
"Half the battle is knowing why, be-

cause we're always open to ideas,"
Ms. Leigh said. "e other half is
getting them in the habit. It makes a
huge difference to the local econ-
omy."
e BIA tried its best to encourage

shoppers this year, including running
a Halloween event that saw 60 busi-
nesses participating in trick-or-treat.
It still has a couple of Santa Claus
events planned for December and
next year's plans include events for
Valentine's Day, Easter and Hal-
loween again.

“13 Ways to Kill Your Community”
is available for purchase at the Cos-
mos office at 38 Toronto St. N. for
$27.50, tax incl. You can also pur-
chase it at Blue Heron Books. 

Goodwood News
with Bev Northeast
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SERVICES
GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS:
We have over 45 years of general carpentry &
renovation experience. We remodel & update
kitchens & bathrooms. We also finish
basements & install hardwood flooring, crown
molding, trim etc. We can renovate your
cottage during the off season. Check us out on
Facebook, email us at
goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com or
call 416 526 3469 for quality work at a fair
price.   12/14
UNLIMITED INTERNET:  25FTTN
$44.95/m, 50FTTN $49.95/m. No Contract.
FREE Modem Rental. $30 Installation. Call or
text 647-518-0498 www.altimatel.com
12/14
HANDYMAN. 27 years experience. No job
too small or too big. Free estimates. All work
is guaranteed. 416-705-9993.   12/7
OL’ HANDYMAN. Big or small, we do it all
- from the front door to  back, basement to
roof. 44 years experience. Book now! Please
call before winter. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-
3311 (cell).   11/30
EAVESTROUGH CLEANING: Book now, the
snow is coming! Jason’s Property Maintenance.
905-862-2644.   11/23
DON’T “FALL” INTO BAD HABITS: I can
update your accounting records including
business, investments, payroll, income tax,
trusts/estates, HST and everything else.

Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Over 30 years
experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com   2/22
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
11/30  
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145.  2/1
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!  11/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for protecting your home
and caring for your pets.Home owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property & Snowbird Services / Dog Walking
/ Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! www.home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services…
call or text 905-852-8525…follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge   11/30

WANTED
MUSICIAN: (Mature) drummer to join
quartet, Light jazz and standards at Shobrook
Gardens, Uxbridge. 905-862-3709.   11/30

GENERAL FARM LABOURERS WANTED
for 2018. Seasonal, permanent full-time hours,
March to November 2018. Minimum wage of
$11.60/hr. To plant, cultivate, water and
harvest flowers and field vegetables at Jan
Hing Farm, 11450, Conc. 3, Zephyr, Ontario.
Must be able to work in a fast-paced
environment, experience an asset. Email
resumé to janhingfarm@gmail.com   11/23

FOR SALE
ORGANIC MILK-FED BABY BEEF. Only 5
months old. $400 for quarter. Please call Reine
Schickedanz. 416-817-2490.   12/14

WINTER TIRES. 4 Michelin 205/55 R16 94H
XIce Xi3. New November 2015. Approximately
15,000kms. On 4 steel rims. 905-985-9957
11/23

SNOW TIRES: 195/65R15. 4-GT Champro
Ice Pros, on rims.  Tires only used 1 season.
Like new condition. $475.  Uxbridge. 416-433-
0773.  11/23

EVENTS
CHRISTMAS SHOW! Fine Art,
Woodworking, Handcrafts. Dec. 1-3, 10 - 5
each day. 11120 Concession 6, Uxbridge. For
more info, call Lisa Anttila at 905-852-4625,
visit www.concession6studio.com or look for
Concession 6 Studio on Facebook.   11/30

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIVE AT ARTSPACE
236: Fri., Dec. 1 - Sun., Dec. 3. 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. 236 Sandford Rd. Featuring 10 artists:
Gretel Boose Sculptures; handbags & purses by
Nancy Newman Textiles; prints and porcelains
by Tim Laurin; Lynn Bishop’s mixed media
works; silversmith pieces by Amanda Brittin;
glass works by Gayle Temple; multi-media
works by Tom Loach; quilt textiles by Judith
Tinkl; Heather Smit Ceramics, and paintings by
Linda Edwards. Unique & original gift ideas.
Join us for cookies, conversation and art!
11/30 

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
VISIT

GILLDERCROFT FOR
UNIQUE GIFT

IDEAS
WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“With all my heart I beg
you to be kind to me, just
as you have promised.”

Psalm 119:58

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Steve’s Painting
Need a room or rooms
painted quickly?

Fast,
dependable 
work.
905-862-0564
smcnevitts@gmail.com

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com



e Farmhouse Garden Animal
Home is not something many people
in the Uxbridge area are familiar
with. Yet.

Mike Lanigan, the founder of the
Farmhouse Garden, was an organic
vegetable and beef  farmer  who, in
the summer of 2016, made his life
turn a corner. After spending a great
deal of time with a recently born calf,
he felt that  having  given  so much
love to this animal, he did not want
to have to eventually send her
to slaughter. Mike wondered if there
could be another way to feed and
care for the cows without the revenue
from selling beef.

Edith Barabash, while working as
an intern on the farm in 2014 and
taking care of chickens and cows, de-
cided to become a “passionate vegan”
after considering the fate of the ani-
mals firsthand. She said in an inter-
view with Ashley Capps for the
online journal “Free From Harm,” "I
didn’t stop working for Mike,
though, because I felt there was still
a lot for me to learn. And so began
the first of our many, many conver-
sations about animal rights. I
couldn’t be more grateful for where
those conversations have led us
today.” 

With Edith's help and encourage-
ment, Mike decided to turn the farm
into a sanctuary for the animals and
to continue growing organic vegeta-
bles for a living. Edith now runs the
sanctuary called the Farmhouse Gar-
den Animal Home, which is located
at 30 Scugog Line 12, just  north of

Davis Drive. Events held at the farm
during the warmer months are a time
for animal lovers to come together
and learn about how  sociable and
gentle farm animals can be. Anne
Lumley, a volunteer with Farmhouse
Garden, says the Animal Home
community “is a place for people to
consider and honour the humane
treatment of our animal brothers and
sisters.”

Forty farm animals, including 30
cows, are cared for and fed by more
than 50 volunteers. Uxbridge resi-
dent Tim Fors, the FGAH volunteer
coordinator, comes to the farm sev-
eral times a week to assist the volun-
teers with the chores and with
fundraising events.

e Farmhouse Garden Animal
Home and Divine Sisters Metaphys-
ical Store would like to invite you to
a Full Moon Celebration at Divine
Sisters Metaphysical Store in
Uxbridge on Sunday, December 3,
from 2 - 5 p.m.
is adults-only event includes live

music, vegan baked goods, a silent
auction, and a raffle for one of several
healing treatments for mind, body,
and spirit. Healing treatments are
being donated by America and
Regina of Divine Sisters, Naty
Howard of e Realign Ranch, and
Linda Lee of Synergy Life Arts. Ten
per cent of all in-store purchases and
an assortment of Ark Imports Fair
Trade Clothing from Nepal will be
available for purchase to support the
Animal Home. e funds raised will
go toward buying hay, straw, miner-
als, and chicken feed, veterinary
costs, the maintenance of buildings
and walkways, event materials, and
to pay for care of an aging Belgian
horse that has a swollen leg.
Tickets for the Full Moon Celebra-

tion are $30 and are on sale now at
www.facebook.com/farmhousegar-
denanimalhome. ey will also be
available on December 3 at Divine
Sisters, 30-A Brock St. Uxbridge.
Please note that you will need a
printed ticket to attend the event.

No footman will come to your door
with an engraved invitation, so con-
sider this your invitation to the Ball
- and everyone in the kingdom is in-
vited!

Vocally Inspired Performers is
bringing the magic, fun and fantasy
of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cin-
derella to the Uxbridge Music Hall
from November 30 through to De-
cember 3, in what promises to be a
fun and lively show that the whole
family can enjoy.
Vocally Inspired Performers is proud

to bring this classic fairy-tale to life
with all of the hilarious fun and de-
lightful music that Rodgers and
Hammerstein are famous for. 
e cast is comprised of 38 talented

local youth. Led by director Marisa
Hachey, vocal director Laura Hugh-
son and choreographer Katrina
Hachey, these young performers have
been working hard for months and
are excited to bring their characters
to life on stage for audience members
of all ages to enjoy. 
According to the director, audiences

will be “amazed by the beautiful cos-
tumes and top-notch performances.”
And V.I.P promises a few surprises
along the way, as well as a fun,
themed concessions table at the
event. Young fans can even enjoy a
meet and greet with the beautiful
Cinderella herself after the show. 

e curtain rises at 7 p.m. on
ursday, November 30, Friday, De-
cember 1, and Saturday, December
2. ere is a matinee performance on

Saturday, December 2 at 2 p.m., and
on Sunday, December 3 at 2 p.m.

Tickets are available at

www.starticketing.com, at Sugar FX,
or at the door.

Have a Ball!
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Now Accepting Advertisements

Don’t Miss Out!

2018
Township of Uxbridge 
Spring and Summer

Community Guide
For advertising options, sizes and prices 
call 905.852.1900 
or email thecosmos@powergate.ca

Guide to be distributed February 22, 2018

Well-read
throughout
the Township

What's inside:

Spring & Summer
programs and lessons

The popular Summer
Camps Guide insert

Community events
and information

Community groups,
halls and organizations

And more!

Spring & Summer 2018

Uxbridge is invited to the BallFull Moon Celebration to raise funds for animal sanctuary
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Quilted Treasurers
Christmas

Open House
Friday, Nov. 24, 1 pm - 9 pm

Saturday, Nov. 25, 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday, Nov. 26, 10 am - 4 pm

188 Durham Rd. 39
Zephyr

905-473-2433
qtplustony@live.com


