
NO SKATING ON THIS POND - Stage two of cleaning out Barton Farm’s storm water pond continues during the milder temperatures. Crews are removing sediment
from the pond, leaving it deeper and better able to clean the water and support localized habitat. Although the area is fenced, onlookers are advised to observe trail closures
and not walk near the pond. Photo by John Cavers

Bruins struggling
in standings

by Roger Varley

With Mayor Gerri Lyn  O'Connor and finance
committee chair Pat Molloy saying they think
"we've done a good job," council wrapped up
its budget discussions on Tuesday afternoon,
bringing in a budget that will increase property
taxes between 2.5 and 2.7 per cent.
After a final look at the consideration list - the

so-called wish list of items that were not in-
cluded in the main budget submissions - coun-
cil added another $135,000 to be paid for
through the tax levy, bringing the increase up
from a forecast 2.29 per cent to between 2.5 or
2.7 per cent. Councillor Molloy said a 2.5-per-
cent increase would result in the owner of a

home valued at $500,000 paying an additional
$45 on the Uxbridge portion of their tax bill.

Among the items being considered on the
wish list was one from public works looking to
install radar speed signs in the hamlets. But
Councillor Pam Beach said such signs won't be
of much help to the hamlets after Public Works
director Ben Kester said the region won't allow
them to be installed on regional roads in the
township. Councillor Beach pointed out that
most of the hamlets sit on regional roads.
Council decided to have staff meet with re-
gional officials to discuss the situation.

In the meantime, council approved a radar
speed sign to be placed permanently on Elgin
Park Drive.

On the question of a sidewalk on Perry Street,
which services an apartment block behind the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, Councillor Dave
Barton argued that council should not be talk-
ing about a sidewalk on a street with little traf-
fic when "we're fighting for a sidewalk on Main
Street North."

The next step is to bring the budget to the
committee of the whole for approval on Feb-
ruary 5, followed by its adoption by council on
February 12.

At the beginning of the meeting, Mayor O'-
Connor, who attended the Rural Ontario Mu-
nicipalities Association (ROMA) convention 

...continued on page 3

by Roger Varley

With just five games remaining on their
schedule, it's time for the Uxbridge Bruins
to forget about the regular season and start
preparing for the PJHL Orr Division's play-
offs.
Following a 4-2 loss to the North Kawartha

Knights on Friday, the eighth loss in their last
nine games, the Bruins appear to be headed
for a disappointing fourth-place finish after
a promising start. Four of those eight losses
came at the hands of teams below them in
the standings.

One of those teams is North Kawartha.
After playing a scoreless first period at the
Uxbridge arena last week, the Knights took
a two-goal lead in the first five minutes of the
second period, including a power-play
marker and a classic two-on-one effort.
Aiden Reilly narrowed the gap near the mid-
way mark with a power-play goal when he
tippe in a blue line blast from Adam
Bartholomew. Robert Freckelton was also
given an assist.

Derek Dolan tied the score less than a
minute into the third period when he went
ito the Knights zone alone and beat three de-
fenders and the goalie with a clean, hard
shot. But the Bruins failed to capitalize when
the Knights were handed a penalty and, 20
seconds after it ended, took a double minor,
giving the Bruins a two-man advantage for a
full two minutes. Just past the halfway point,
a brouhaha erupted near the centre line and,
when the dust had settled, three Bruins re-
ceived suspensions. Thomas Sheedy was sus-
pended for three games and Cole Bremner
and Mark Harris were each suspended for
two games. The fight also led to Uxbridge
being a man short, and Simon Feig's cross-
checking penalty a minute later gave the
Knights a two-man advantage for just over a
minute. That led to the Knights' second 

...continued on page 6

Council does a “good job” while raising property taxes 
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$514,900

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

34 acre parcel of land on a cul-de-sac. Very private setting.
Area of fine homes and farms. 15 minutes north of Uxbridge. 

Potential for a VTB
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I try to get out into the woods at least once a
year for a few days to regroup and get
grounded. I take nothing with me but a back-
pack of essential supplies and a few layers of
clothes. I spend much of the few days too cold
or too hot, and too hungry. e idea is to get
back to basics and remember what is important
in life, and to connect with nature while also
realizing just how fragile and small we humans
are as individuals.
You don’t have to be an avid outdoorsman to

know that priorities in such situations are shel-
ter, water, and fire if you want to survive. Some
people will argue finding food is critical, but in
reality, the average person can live for about

three weeks without food. However, the aver-
age person will hardly survive without water for
more than a few days. And if the weather or cli-
mate is poor, a person may not even survive the
night without appropriate shelter for the con-
ditions.

Typically, our instinct tells us to get a fire
going as soon as possible. But a fire doesn’t pro-
tect you from the elements, and indeed, if it is
raining or snowing on you all night, a fire won’t
do much to really keep you warm or dry. A
good shelter will help you trap your own body
heat for warmth, or shelter you from the heat,
and will insulate you from the elements, which
makes it a priority over fire in most survival sit-

uations. So, the priorities are to build an ap-
propriate shelter, close to water if possible, and
get a fire going when needed.
Housing is just as important in our daily lives

as it is in a survival situation. Without housing,
normal daily routines become complicated,
dangerous, and sometimes impossible. Every
community has a housing issue, whether they
are aware of it or not. For some, the issue may
be housing for seniors, which can involve af-
fordable housing, healthcare integrated hous-
ing, or simply seniors-appropriate housing. For
other communities, it may be housing for
lower incomes, transitional housing for those
re-entering society, or perhaps emergency hous-
ing for those experiencing a temporary crisis. 

I believe housing issues stem from our ten-
dency to over-compartmentalize housing ini-
tiatives. I have seen communities try to address
the issue of affordable housing, or homeless-
ness, or seniors housing, or crisis housing, but
few communities integrate their strategies to-
gether or integrate them into the greater goal
of building community. is results in housing
that fits the need now, or addresses an imme-
diate issue, but does not assure a long-term
housing strategy that meets the needs of an
evolving community. For that you need an Ap-
propriate Housing Strategy.

For instance, demographic shifts will mean
that in a few short years almost every commu-
nity will be in short supply of housing that
matches the needs of seniors. ere are a lot of
communities that are working on building “se-
niors’ housing” to meet the expected need, or
at least they think they are. eir notion of sen-
iors’ housing is usually a type of group facility
that has both healthcare and subsidized rates of
accommodation. However, seniors are more fit

than they have ever been. Most are not ready
to go to a “home”. ey want condominium
style housing that reduces the amount of main-
tenance and upkeep, but they certainly don’t
need on-call medical care, or want to live in a
group setting. So, without the appropriate
housing to address the population, they leave
for a location where they can get it.

Another common example is a community
with not enough smaller and more affordable
housing. Without apartments, family style con-
dos, small houses, or rentals in a community,
it makes it very difficult for young people and
young families to live in your community. In
fact, the largest challenge millennials face is
how they have little opportunity to own hous-
ing given the way we build it now. ere are
communities that don’t want any affordable
housing in their community, but they are find-
ing that businesses have a tough time staying
open because they often can’t attract employees
when those employees can’t afford to live in
town. e issue, however, is not about building
“affordable” housing, a moniker that often
makes people think of poor quality projects.
e issue is about having appropriate housing
that matches the communities’ needs.

Communities need an appropriate housing
strategy, one that integrates housing issues and
stresses into a model focused on building a suc-
cessful community. After all, building a suc-
cessful community is not just about economics,
it is about building a community that meets
the needs of its citizens. Housing is one of
those most basic and important needs. It can
be a daunting task, and there is no simple for-
mula that tells you the right mix of housing, or
who is going to build it, but you have to start
somewhere.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office

Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Tel (905) 839-2878  •  Toll Free 1-844-275-2860

Fax (905) 839-2423
Email  jennifer.oconnell@parl.gc.ca

Proud to serve our community!

Jennifer
O’Connell

Member of Parliament

Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist

“13 Ways” Installment #6 - seniors a going concern in Uxbridge 
by Roger Varley

is is the sixth “installment” in a se-
ries of columns and articles inspired by
a book entitled “13 Ways To Kill Your
Community.” 

Chapter 9 of Doug Griffiths’ book
“13 Ways to Kill Your Community”
is entitled “Shut Out Your Seniors,”
and says that seniors are rarely con-
sidered when it comes to a commu-
nity planning its future.

Look at the community of
Uxbridge, however, and this appears
not to be the case. Several seniors’
residences already exist within the
urban area, including Trinity Manor,
Butternut Manor, Shobrook Gar-
dens, and the newly constructed
Douglas Crossing in the south end
of town. In recent discussions on a
proposed development on Elgin Park
Drive next to the Wooden Sticks golf
course, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Con-
nor told the applicants she would
rather see construction of bungalows
suitable for seniors rather than the
townhouses the developer wants to
put in.

However, on the down side, some
seniors who still own their own
homes are finding it difficult to keep
up with property taxes.

Lynda Knapp, president of the
Uxbridge Seniors Club, said that
property taxes are one of the main is-
sues of concern to retirees. Knapp
pointed out that she herself had to
leave Uxbridge to live in Sunderland
because she could no longer afford
Uxbridge's taxes.

"Money is a big issue," she said. "I
can't afford to live here."          

"We need more rent-geared-to-in-
come, low-rise housing," she added,
suggesting that the current site of
Uxpool and the Uxpool ball dia-
mond would be ideal for such hous-
ing when a new swimming pool is
built at the Fields of Uxbridge.

e other main issue, Knapp said,
is public transit. She said a lot of sen-
iors have to give up driving because
of advanced age and diminishing
driving ability.
"We need more taxis, some of those

little shuttle buses," she offered.
"ey still have to go shopping and
get the groceries home."

e scarcity of public transit in
Uxbridge is a problem to be laid at
the feet of the Region of Durham,
the larger community. Local in-town
transit is sporadic and serves only a
small portion of the urban area, leav-
ing seniors who have to rely on buses
to travel to the grocery stores in the

south end of town with the task of
checking schedules to see when they
can go shopping. Knapp said many
seniors have to rely on other people
to drive them or use local taxi serv-
ice, which she says is slow.

Apart from those two issues, Ms.
Knapp said, the club's 250-odd
members don't have many com-
plaints. But these people are impor-
tant to a group that overwhelmingly
supplies volunteers, as evidenced by
the membership of the Cottage Hos-
pital Auxiliary, Community Care,
committees of council, service clubs
and other groups.

e township and others do offer
numerous opportunities for seniors
to remain active. e library, for ex-
ample, puts on a number of pro-
grams for seniors, including
educational programs on such topics
as landlord-tenant issues, fraud and
wills, which library staffer Corrinne
Morrison says are well-attended. e
library also offers tech workshops to
make seniors more comfortable with
computers and other electronic de-
vices.
"Seniors are the cornerstone of our

patrons," she said. "A number come
in just to sit in the lobby and read
newspapers and magazines."
e library also offers book deliver-

ies to the senior residences.
Uxbridge Secondary School opens

up its long corridors to seniors who
want to walk for exercise during the
winter months. Recently, when a
woman wrote to council asking that
the pathways in Elgin Park be
groomed to make it easier for seniors
to enjoy outdoor exercise in the win-
ter, Mayor O'Connor suggested
council look at providing the service
next year "if it is not cost prohibi-
tive."

During recent discussions on the
future of Uxbridge's parks and green
spaces, calls were made for the town-
ship to build pickleball courts, a sort
of cross between badminton and ten-
nis that is ideal for seniors. Whether
the calls will be heard remains to be
seen.

$AVING$
New Government
Rebates Available

Did you know that a properly insulated and ventilated attic will:

• Significantly reduce the amount of energy needed to heat and cool
your home

• Stabilize the temperature in your home, which reduces variances
between the upper and lower floors

• Extend the life of your heating and cooling units as they will not need
to run as often 

For SAVINGS, COMFORT and an explanation of REBATES
book a free estimate today by calling

Glenn Schaeffer at 647-390-4536 or 
email: gschaeffer@comfortinsulation.com   

Budget, from page 1

on the weekend, said attendees were
told that out of every tax dollar col-
lected in Ontario, 47 cents goes to the
federal government, 44 cents goes to
the province and nine cents goes to the
municipalities. She also said attendees
at ROMA were warned that, over the
next decade, annual property tax in-
creases of eight per cent will be needed
to sustain infrastructure.
"We're going to have to be careful in

the future," she said, noting that a one-
per-cent increase in the HST with the
proceeds going to the municipalities,
would help.

Councillor Molloy offered that
Uxbridge is keeping up with its infra-
structure, not falling behind.

Rally Cap Time!
Friday, January 26 against 

Little Britain at the Uxbridge Arena

Saturday, January 27 against 
North Kawartha Knights in Apsley

For complete
season and player 

information
visit

uxbridgebruins.com
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I am writing in support of Council
approving funds for a bike plan in
order to leverage the province’s Cy-
cling Infrastructure program, which
is part of Ontario’s Climate Change
Action Plan.

In December [2017],120 far-
sighted communities across the
province accessed over $93 million
in funding to build bicycling infra-
structure - unfortunately, Uxbridge
was not one of them. These commu-
nities see the bike as a tourism vehi-
cle, a transport vehicle, a social
equity vehicle and a local business
vehicle. They understand that peo-
ple want to be able to stay healthy
by walking and cycling for their
local daily needs. They understand
that communities that keep their
transport focus solely on automo-
biles are losing economic vitality and
livability. When people travel using
active transport they shop and eat
locally. Main streets benefit from ac-
tive transport - the evidence is over-
whelming.
People are attracted to Uxbridge for

quality of life, but they find the
quality of life is seriously impaired
by the traffic conditions. One of the
most frequent subjects of letters to
the editor in Uxbridge is traffic
safety concerns. Parents are under-
standably appalled at the town de-
veloping a recreation site on the
north end of town with no safe pas-
sage for the children to access it.
They struggle with the desire to
boost their children’s health through
active transport to school, and the
unsafe traffic conditions on routes to
schools.
Boosting active transport is a good

way to improve quality of life for
young and old, traffic conditions,
property values, and tourism. To
consider oneself the “Trail Capital of
Canada” and not have a bike plan to
integrate trails with the community

and commerce would be a failure of
leadership.

Please see the future, not the past,
and fund the development of a bike
plan.

Trudy Ledsham
Uxbridge

I recently read that Uxbridge coun-
cillor Dave Barton is attempting to
get Council to reconsider its recent
decision not to spend another
$20,000 on bike trails in the town.
I, for one, sincerely hope that Coun-
cil will stand by its earlier decision. 

I understand that Mr. Barton and
his family are avid cyclists. They are
already fortunate to live in the trail
capital of Canada and I'm sure there
is no lack of bicycle trails already
available to them.

I suggest that a much better idea
would be to put that $20,000 to-
wards the construction of a new
swimming pool. The pool is used by
people of all ages in Uxbridge, as
well as Port Perry, from tots to sen-
iors, for lessons and recreational
swimming. The town is spending
thousands of dollars patching up the
old pool, including the recent re-
placement of the furnace, to the
tune of $100,000. 

It's time that council stopped
throwing good money after bad and
just got on with building that darn
pool!

Susan Elsworth
Uxbridge

The Salvation Army would like to
thank those Uxbridge residents who
generously supported our Kettle
drive at Zehrs over the holiday sea-
son. 
Every year, Zehrs gives  generously

to the Salvation Army the space and
time so we can hold a successful Ket-
tle Drive to assist those less fortu-
nate.

We also would like to thank three
departments within the Uxbridge
Royal Canadian Legion: the Ladies
Auxiliary, the Legion bingo commit-
tee and the Legion general board for
their very generous support this year.   
We’d also like to thank Jones Pools,

who has supported us every year for
many years; Gary Marshal, who is
there whenever we need assistance;
the Uxbridge Firemen who work to
protect the community and also
support those less fortunate; and the
township staff who faithfully sup-
port our work every year with their
own donations. Also, a huge thank
you for Maggie McCreath, Niko Pu-
pella, Kathy and Blair Banks for
going above and beyond the call of
duty to assist us.

The many volunteers that work
within the Zephyr United Church
Women’s group, the Pine Grove
church and the Glen Major church
services, the Goodwood Baptist
Church, YMCA, Cathy Christoff
with the Rotary Club and the fabu-
lous Roxy Kids, Annina’s Bakeshop,
Beta Sigma Phi and all of the resi-
dents who were private sponsors and
stepped forward to create Christmas
memories for all the children on our
list are also to be heartily thanked.

Last but certainly not least, our
dedicated volunteers on the Kettle
drive at Zehrs - these wonderful vol-
unteers work hard for five weeks to
make sure we can give each and
every family a Christmas to remem-
ber.

Thank you to all, and if we have
missed anyone, our sincere apolo-
gies.

Bev Northeast
Volunteer Chair of the 

Salvation Army Uxbridge Unit

Letters to the Editor

The following should actually be in the Letters to the Editor section, but it is rel-
evant to what the Cosmos is currently discussing in its “13 Ways” series, so we
thought we would give Gloria Morrison, of Uxbridge, a spot for her “two cents.”
Ms. Morrison’s full letter can be read at thecosmos.ca

I'd like to respond to the articles on pages 2 and 3 from the Jan.11 [edition
of the Cosmos], written by Doug Griffiths entitled 'Youth are YOUR Future,'
and by Roger Varley. I found they both stirred my heart so much that I must
not let this opportunity pass without sharing my thoughts and dreams for
our dear town and future generations to come! 

There has been much talk about the youth of late, with the Youth Centre
looking for a location and possibly sharing the Seniors’ Centre, and more re-
cently in the article by Mr. Griffiths, when he references this 'iGeneration'
not being attracted to returning home after post-secondary options and/or
travel. He also says that few communities/businesses convert their intentions
into action to attract and retain youth so that a town survives, grows and
prospers.   

Personally, after being a resident here for over 21 years, I know countless
people who have raised their children here. After receiving higher education
from all over the world, or been given apprenticeships with our very own
professionals, these children have returned, started businesses and have chosen
Uxbridge to raise their families or start the next season of their lives. We have
such a diverse range of talents/gifts/skills plus an extraordinary amount of
compassion and generosity across ALL the generations that I find Mr. Grif-
fiths’ article doesn't really give our town the honour it deserves!
Then, jumping across to page 3, Roger Varley made several comments that

I, too, had been thinking. I strongly agree with him that Uxbridge has many
remarkably talented youth who, along with the incredible support from the
huge array of generous businesses and community organizations, have already
or will become the future’s movers and shakers beyond our wildest imagina-
tion!  We should have more hope for the incredible relationships that can de-
velop between our youth and all the generations who live in our unique town.

An extraordinarily creative and multi-talented community of people of all
ages, backgrounds and walks of life came together to help my son, Josh, raise
money for Habitat for Humanity. Josh experienced the outpouring of our
amazing community as people encouraged their kids, grandkids, grandpar-
ents, bosses, siblings, entire businesses, churches, clubs and organizations,
schools, teams, etc., to donate money to help build a house for a family in
need. We have awesome youth with exponential potential in Uxbridge!

We want youth to dream big, and we should support them in any way we
can. I believe if we continue to encourage them and get to know them, we
can create the successful community we all desire. Our seniors have so much
wisdom and experience that they can pass onto our youth. We need our older
generation to partner with the younger. 

Josh's penny campaign showed Uxbridge at its best, and it gave hope for
the future. The generation gap can be narrowed with all of us doing our part! 
I’m not often moved to write things like this; however, I’m sure I'm not the

only one in Uxbridge that feels this way! We want to make a difference in
this town! Are YOU on board!?

Our two cents
Exponential potential

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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A resident who attended Tuesday's final
budget discussion at council chambers asked
an interesting question at the end of the ses-
sion.
Noting that a provincial general election will

be taking place this summer, the resident
asked members of council: "What question
do you think I should ask candidates?"
Several suggestions came back from council-

lors, but two struck a chord, given the nature
of the meeting and an issue we touch on in
our “13 Ways” segment elsewhere in this
issue.
The first came from Mayor Gerri Lynn O'-

Connor, who suggested candidates should be
asked why the province is allowed to pass
deficit budgets while municipalities, by law,
are forbidden to have deficits.
"They're saying 'do as we say, not as we do’,"

she said.
On the face of it, the mayor's suggested

question for candidates is one that every On-
tario voter should be asking, Why should the
provincial government be allowed to spend
money it doesn't have and pass on the result-
ing debt to future generations? If it's not good
for municipalities to do this, why is it okay
for the province to do so?

But one has to assume that Ontarians - in-
deed, Canadians generally - don't really care
about the government spending more than it
earns. After all, in 2017, the average Ontario
household had more than $1.50 in debt for
every $1 of income. If we can't reign in our
own overspending, how can we demand the
provincial government do so?
What Ontarians do seem to care about is ris-

ing property taxes and they generally let their
local councils know of their displeasure. And
yet many of the things that cause property
taxes to go up are actually caused by provin-
cial bureaucrats continually downloading
more and more responsibilities onto the mu-
nicipalities. Municipal councillors know they
will feel the wrath of residents if they pass
budgets that increase property taxes too se-
verely and, with some exceptions, do their
best to keep the increases as low as possible.
They also know that whatever increases they
approve are going to affect them directly.
So that suggests to me another possible ques-

tion for provincial candidates: Have you ever
served on a municipal council? If the answer
is no, it's a fair bet they have no idea of the

problems municipal politicians face and the
restrictions placed on them.
The second suggestion came from Regional

Councillor Jack Ballinger. He suggested can-
didates should be asked why the provincial
government is doing a lot more to bring in
more social housing that those on the lower
end of the economy can afford. He pointed
out that there is a waiting list for social hous-
ing in Durham, and 57 of those on the list are
Uxbridge residents.
Affordable rental housing is one of the con-

cerns of our senior residents, as noted in the
“13 Ways” segment. But it's not just a con-
cern to our seniors. Rental vacancy rates in
Toronto have dipped so low - and rents have
risen so much - that many are finding it im-
possible to find a place to live. And yet, as can
be seen on a quick trip through Wooden
Sticks subdivision and the Wyndance devel-
opment in Coppins Corners, developers
across the GTA are swamping the land with
huge homes that two decades ago would have
been called mansions or expensive high-rise
condominiums.
Surely it is long past time that the provincial

government brought in some kind of regula-
tion requiring developers to dedicate some
portion of their developments to rental hous-
ing (not condominiums) or small, more af-
fordable homes. A lot of people applauded
Mayor O'Connor recently when she told a
developer she would rather see bungalows
than three-storey townhouses at the Elgin
Park Drive project currently being proposed.
But there is nothing to make the developer
acquiesce to the mayor's request.

If the developers aren't discouraged from
building these monster homes, it seems to me
we will eventually have a severe social problem
on our hands. Homelessness in Canada is al-
ready more than most municipalities can han-
dle; sprawling subdivisions mean increases in
the amount of water, sewer, hydro and transit
service needed, with the attendant increases
in everyone's property taxes. Subdivisions of
exclusive high-priced mega-homes mean
more fracturing of society and more isolation
for those at the lower end of the economy.

It seems to me, when it comes time to ask
questions of candidates in the provincial elec-
tion, we should be demanding real answers,
not just responses that follow the party line.
Tell me, am I wrong? 

It was a reflex. An involuntary response. It’s
what I’ve always done when it starts to thun-
der or rain really heavily, like it did the other
evening. It was during that thaw Monday
night when all of a sudden we got a cloud
burst over the house. Being in my office up-
stairs, and close to top of the house, as soon
as I heard the rain begin to pound on the
roof, I pushed my desk chair back, turned for
the door and called out.

“It’s OK, Bud,” I said. 
Then, I stopped myself. The friend I’d just

tried to console wasn’t there. He hasn’t been
there for about a week now. But that hasn’t
stopped me from thinking he still is. And
catching myself calling out to him the way I
did for about 15 years, well, that’s been going
on since last Wednesday. That’s when I had
to make one of those difficult decisions. Finn
– his name is actually Finn, not Bud – got
sick last Tuesday night. He began to quiver
and sweat and stare straight ahead. I didn’t
know what to do since he couldn’t tell me
what was wrong. But I stayed up all night
stroking the back of his head, until he and I
finally fell asleep. A few hours later I took
Finn to the vet clinic.

“I could do a whole bunch of diagnostics
and tests,” Wayne Cole said.

“No, Doc,” I said. “No dramatic measures.
He’s a 15-year-old dog. He’s been my Bud.
He’s hurting, and…”

“It’s time,” Wayne said. And I nodded.   
Finn – we used to call him Finn McCool, like
the benevolent Irish giant – was a Kerry blue
terrier. And while for part of his early life,
when our daughters were still around the
house, he was the family dog, for most of his
life he was my canine companion. I fed and
watered him every day. I walked him every
day. He slept just outside the bedroom door
every night. And probably most important of
all, when I sat here in my office, writing hour
after hour after hour, he sat either at my feet,
next to my chair, or at the entrance to my of-
fice. (He was my writing buddy through at
least three or four book manuscripts and 15
years of Barris Beats). And usually about 4 or
5 o’clock each afternoon he’d begin to look at
me with great expectation.

“OK, Bud, I know,” I’d say. “It’s time for a
walk.”
Hearing those words, he’d be off like a shot,

bounding around, leading me to his leash and

all but opening the front door with his teeth
to head for the park for his run. It really was
therapeutic. All those years Finn thought
those walks were for him. Actually, they were
as much for me, to get me up from my com-
puter chair, to get me some fresh air, to clear
the cobwebs from my brain and to get me to
stop generating words, in favour of generat-
ing steps. And we’d talk on those walks too.
You know what I mean. I’d talk through a
writer’s block moment. Or, I’d vent about this
problem or that. I’d plan things out loud.
And every time I spoke, he’d wait for a word
he understood, or his name, and give me a
knowing look back. That’s the way dogs talk.
It’s dog-alogue.

I’ve had dogs in my life since I was a child.
I’ve loved having that sense of never being
alone, knowing a dog was there. It must be
something primal. I’m sure it’s the same for
those who’ve had cats or birds or fish or ham-
sters as pets. But our dogs have served more
than just my family. In the 30 years we’ve
lived here, the two Kerry blues we’ve had over
that time also connected with our long-time
neighbour Ronnie Egan. All the years I com-
muted from town to the city to teach, the last
thing I did each early morning, was throw
open the door, look to Ronnie’s back door,
also thrown open, and Finn knew the rest.

“Go see Ronnie!” I’d say. And Finn would
bound through darkness, snow drifts or pour-
ing rain and he’d be Ronnie’s companion for
the day. And vice versa. I suspect they both
lived longer, richer lives because each adored
the other. Now they’re both gone.

What’s hardest to get past are the habits.
After the vet put Finn down, my wife gently
tidied up some of the spots that were his spots
around the house. Where he ate. Where he
slept. Where his toys were gathered; there’s
still the Frisbee sitting, waiting for me to
throw it for him. Each of the rugs where he
used to lie down, I find my eye still searching
to find him. My guess is this won’t stop com-
pletely. The next time the rain starts pound-
ing on our rooftop and I quickly turn to calm
Finn, he still won’t be there.
And it won’t be raindrops watering my eyes

either.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

A companion suddenly gone

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Do as we say, not as we do



Bruins, from page 1

power-play goal of the night and

they capped off the scoring with an
empty-netter in the last minute of
the game.

Preparing for the playoffs, coach
Rob Acton should perhaps address
the issue of penalties. As of Tuesday,
the Bruins led the league with 1,122
minutes in penalties, 113 minutes
more than the second most penalized
team, the Port Perry MoJacks. An ex-
ample of unnecessary penalties came
Friday when Matthew Hunter re-
ceived an unsportsmanlike conduct
for hitting a North Kawartha player
who had already been knocked down
by another Bruin and compounded
the offence with an abuse of officials

penalty. 
The Bruins will try to get back on

the winning side when they host the
Little Britain Merchants tomorrow at
7:45 p.m. Given that the Merchants
have earned only two points so far
this season - on an overtime loss and
a tie - it should be an easy win for the
local lads. The Bruins travel to Aps-
ley to meet the Knights again on Sat-
urday and then host the Clarington
Eagles for an unusual Tuesday night
home game at 7:45 p.m.
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THIS WEEK
Thurs, Jan. 25: Soup Lunch, Good-
wood United Church. 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Soup, homemade bread, dessert & bev-
erage - $5. For more information, call
June Harper at 905-640-3347.
Thurs., Jan. 25: North Durham
Nature Nature Quiz Night. 7 - 9
p.m. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. Fun fam-
ily event, hands-on identifying nature with
natural clues. Teams share & test their
knowledge with furs, skins, skulls, feath-
ers, nests and more! Brief Annual Gen-
eral Meeting - summary of 2017. Call
Derek Connelly 905-852-5432 or email
ndnature7@gmail.com
Sat., Jan. 27: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please. Meet at road side parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905-830-2862
Sat. Jan. 27: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 2 p.m. Walker Woods
East. A moderate 2 hr. hike with moder-
ate hills. Meet at parking lot on west side

of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact Brian & Wilma
Millage 905-853- 2407.
Sun., Jan. 28: Farmhouse Garden
Animal Home Visiting Day &
Campfire.  3 - 7 p.m. Come spend the
afternoon giving our animal friends love
and treats. Hot chocolate, S'mores, will
be selling vegan sausages on a bun.
Dress warmly with comfortable boots. No
admission fee,  donations graciously ac-
cepted. Family friendly, please no pets.
30 Scugog Line 12, corner of Lake Ridge
Rd. For more information, visit farmhouse-
gardenanimalhome.com

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Jan 29: Holy Spirits - Faith
Conversations Over a Pint! 7:30
p.m. We all like different brews, we all
have different views. Wixan's Bridge,
sponsored by St. Paul's Anglican Church.
Info: stpauls-uxbridge.ca, 905-852-
7016, or email
revmk.stpauls.uxbridge@gmail.com
Sat., Feb. 3: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,

5+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the road-
side parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161 
Sun., Feb. 4: Authentic Scratch &
Friends celebrate Music Fest’s
25th birthday. 10-11:15 a.m. at
Reachview Village. Entertainers of all
ages most welcome. For more info call jo
at 905-852-6487.

UPCOMING
Fri. Feb. 9: Oak Ridges Trail Asso-
ciation Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. 10+ km, Fast, 2+ hr. hilly
loop hike. Snowshoes or icers a must
have. Meet at parking lot on east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham
Rd. 21at Allbright Rd. Contact: Joan Tay-
lor 905-477-2161
Fri., Feb. 9: Lasagna Dinner, Good-
wood United Church, 6:30 p.m. Includes
bread, dessert and beverage - all for just
$15. Advance tickets only from June
Harper at 905-640-3347.
Sat., Feb. 10: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
5+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the road-
side parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:

Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Tues., Feb. 13: Pancake Supper,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 5 - 7 p.m.
Enjoy pancakes & sausages with butter,
real maple syrup, fruit salad & more.
Continuous serving in Lower hall.  Pro-
ceeds to church & outreach programs.
Tickets available at the door, or phone
905-852-7016. stpauls-uxbridge.ca and
on Facebook. Adult $8, Child $5, pre-
school free.
Thurs., Feb. 15: Lunch 'n' Learn -
Wills, POAs, etc.  St. Paul's Anglican
Church. Wills, powers of attorney, the re-
sponsibilities of executors, with Trevor
Winter of Turner & Winter, Attorneys at
Law. Pay-what-you-can lunch catered by
St Paul's ACW & TAB groups. Noon - 2
PM. www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Mon., Feb. 19: Claremont Garden
Club Sign-Up and Seed Exchange.
Claremont United Church, 7:30 p.m. Fol-
low the Club on Facebook or visit clare-
montgardenclub.ca for further details.
Free for members, $5 for guests. No
need to be a Claremont resident.

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion Open Mic. Every
Sunday Afternoon from 2 - 5 p.m. Every-
one is welcome. All styles of music are
encouraged. For more info call 647-428-

7760.
The Scribes of Uxbridge. Small mem-
oir writing group, meets the 2nd and 4th
Friday of the month, Township offices. Be
encouraged & inspired to find the stories
inside you. Contact Donna Wills 905
649 3073 for more information.
Heart to Heart Healing Centre
Open Tuesday evenings, 7 – 9 pm. 26
Brock St West. Prayer for healing avail-
able to all. Walk in. No appointment nec-
essary. Also, Christian resource
materials: Books, DVDs, gifts, cards. Con-
tact: Annette Forkun 905 852 4665,
905 862 9014
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

GOVERNMENT REBATE AVAILABLE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Bob Hartrick is turning 90
Please drop in to help him celebrate!

Sunday, January 28, 2018, 2:00 to 4:00
12 York Street, Lindsay (Legion)

Best wishes only

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2017/2018 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Farm Tractor Operators

Loader Operators
Salt Truck Operators

Plow Tractor Operators

All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great

attitudes are an asset.
Hourly wage of $18.00 - $30.00

Forward your resume to
neno@clintar.com

or Fax 416-291-6792

To place a
Birth 

Announcement, 
an Obituary,

or a
Memorial

call
905-852-1900 

or email 
thecosmos@
powergate.ca

Hugh Morrison 1931-2015

Dad, deep in our hearts you'll always stay.
Loved and missed everyday.

Nancy, Robert, Linda, Joyce, Dianne, 
Lorraine, Marilynn and all of your 
grandchildren.

UXBRIDGE TOURISM LOOKING FOR
WINTER ‘ACTORS’
Uxbridge Tourism is putting together a video
on “winter on the trails” and needs people of
all ages who are interested in winter hiking,
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing or fat bik-
ing on camera. Filming will occur when suf-
ficient snowfall occurs, so the date, location
and timing is to be determined. Approxi-
mately 45 minutes to 1-hour commitment
will be required. If interested, please email
kcollins@town.uxbridge.on.ca
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SERVICES
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. 416-274-6765
3/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners
have trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for
her reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services/Dog Walking,/Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
www.home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services…call or text 905-852-
8525…follow us on Instagram
-HomeWatchUxbridge   1/25
HANDYMAN. 27 years experience. No job
too small or too big. Free estimates. All work
is guaranteed. Also do snow-plowing. 416-705-
9993.   1/25

ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
1/25  
INSTANT STRESS RELIEF! I can help with
income tax,accounting,bookkeeping & payroll.
T4s and all the other slips. Over 30 years
experience. Uxbridge and GST.
Business,personal and estates. Eric 905-852-
9110, or email eric@erickis.com   2/22
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145.  2/1
THE GIRLS ARE HAVING A SALE! Buy 1
for 20, 2 for 30, or 3 or more for 40% off!
Experience the comfort of a great bra! Sale
ends Jan. 31. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An

uplifting experience!  1/25

FOR SALE
ORGANIC MILK-FED BABY BEEF. Only 5
months old. $400 for quarter. Please call Reine
Schickedanz. 416-817-2490.   2/22

FOR RENT
UXBRIDGE APT: 1 bdrm. basement
apartment, Uxbridge. Available April 1
(possibly before). Private entrance. Good
parking, one vehicle only. Family home. No
dogs. Big eat-in kitchen. All appliances &
laundry. Small storage room. Gas fireplace.
Partially furnished (oversize love seat,
matching chair & ottoman, some antique side,
console & occasional tables). $1,100/mo. First
& last  required. Utilities included. Interested?
Email greigkjk@gmail.com   1/25

TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH 
Trinity is available to residents of Twp. of
Uxbridge to hold Birthday Parties,
Anniversaries, Family Reunions, Sports
Banquets, Weddings, Musical Recitals, School
Graduation Ceremonies  & Plays . Full kitchen
available. Sanctuary seats 700 persons. Trinity
was built in 1888, and boulders for the
foundation were brought to the site by horse
and sleighs in the winter from Chalk Lake. Call
Cindy at 905-852-6213 for info.   1/25

MISCELLANEOUS
GET READY FOR THE ONTARIO ELEC-
TION - check out Laurel & Hardy as they dis-
cuss Kathleen Wynne at
youtube.com/watch?v=YD1jJUby-4M 

FREE
Free to any young aspiring magician: Magic
apparatus and books. 905-862-2766.   1/25

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
CREATE

YOUR SPRING
LOOK NOW
WE’RE YOUR #1

INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Rain and snow fall from the sky.
But they don’t return without
watering the earth that produces
seeds to plant and grain to eat.”   

Isaiah 55:10

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

GET BRAVE! LIGHT THAT BARBEQUE! 
WE’VE GOT THE MEAT FOR YOUR MEAL! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Steve’s Painting
Need a room or rooms
painted quickly?

Fast,
dependable 
work.
905-862-0564
smcnevitts@gmail.com

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad
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Published by

Spring & Summer 2018

March Break & Summer Camps

Aquatic Programs

Child, Adult & Senior Programs

Community Groups & Organizations

Municipal Operations

Fitness Opportunities

Last chance to be a part of
this essential advertising
opportunity!

For advertising options, sizes and prices call 905.852.1900
or email thecosmos@powergate.ca
Guide distribution will be in the February 22 edition of  The Uxbridge Cosmos

The Uxbridge Cosmos is publishing the
2018 Spring & Summer Guide

The resource for all things Uxbridge!
What’s inside:
• Spring & Summer programs and lessons
• The popular Summer Camps Guide insert
• Community events and information
• Community groups, halls and organizations
• And much more!

The Nature Nut
column by Nancy Melcher

What’s the Big Flap, anyway?
ey’re sometimes called “mice with
wings,” “flying rodents,” or “leather
mouse.” None of these nicknames
are true. Mice are rodents, cousins to
rats, squirrels and chipmunks. Bats,
however, are completely different
creatures, and are not even remotely
related to mice or rats. 

Bats are mammals - warm-blooded
vertebrates with hair. ey feed their
young with milk and have well-de-
veloped brains. ey like to eat in-
sects. An adult brown bat can eat up
to 1,000 mosquitoes a day! ey feed
at night and are most active in the
two to three hours after sunset. 

Bats hibernate in the winter. ey
can squeeze through a very small
opening, sometimes as little as 6
mm, and may make their home in a
quiet corner of your home. ey give
birth in May or June to one or two
pups. ere are two species of bat in
the Uxbridge area: the little brown

bat and the big brown bat. 
Little brown bats used to be the

most common type of bat in south-
ern Ontario. ey are 8 to 9 cm
long, weighing 5 to 14 grams (about
as much as a loonie or toonie), with
a wingspan of 22 to 27 cm. ey’ve
been severely affected by “white nose
disease” that’s caused by a fungus.
eir population has plummeted in
recent years and they’re now on the
endangered species list. 

Big brown bats are larger, 9 to 13
cm long, weighing 23 grams, with a
wingspan of 32 to 39 cm. ese bats
can tolerate a wide range of roosts for
hibernation, and are the most likely
species to be hibernating in your
house, barn or shed in the winter. 

e recent discovery of a small
colony of little brown bats in a barn
workshop near Uxbridge spurred
members of a local theatre company
to arrange safer winter accommoda-

tions for these important little crea-
tures. Wildlife rescue specialist Blair
Woods joined me on a very chilly
morning to remove eight little brown
bats from the workshop used by On-
Stage Uxbridge. 

Woods operates “Back To e
Woods” and he rehomes many differ-
ent kinds of wildlife across the GTA
and beyond. He works with Stefanie
MacEwan, founder and licensed
wildlife custodian at Soper Creek
Wildlife Rescue, where the workshop
bats will spend the winter living in a
specially designed “bat box.” ey
will be returned to this area in the
spring. 
Woods can be reached at backtothe-

woodswildlife@gmail.com. 
Donations to care for rescued

wildlife (including “our” bats) can be
made on the Soper Creek website:
www.sopercreekwildlife.com - click
the DONATE button – be sure to
“write a note” to let them know
you’re part of the Uxbridge commu-
nity, or donate through OnStage
Uxbridge (onstageuxbridge.com)
until the end of January to receive a
tax receipt. 

Nancy Melcher is e Nature Nut.
Send details of your sightings or ques-
tions about the natural world to:  gen-
eral@melcher.cx.


