
PLASTICURIOUS - Clare Zeltner receives a certificate recognizing her third place finish in a national contest sponsored by the Canadian Plastics Industry Association.
Youth were asked to submit videos showing how plastics are important to modern life and too valuable to waste. Clare’s video, “Plastic Saves Lives,” explains how treatment
for a serious illness she had three years ago was made possible because of plastics. Presenting the certificate is Rob Miller, vice-chair of the CPIA board. Photo by Colleen Baskin

Bonner Boys
pass on the ribs

by Roger Varley

Following Friday night's 3-2 overtime win
against the Clarington Eagles at the arena,
Uxbridge Bruins coach Rob Acton was
pumped.
"It's my proudest moment as a coach," Acton

said. "I've never been happier."
The Bruins' fans were happy also, as a festive

atmosphere took hold in the arena for the
team's last game of the regular season. Just a
couple of weeks ago, the Bruins appeared to be
in trouble, recording eight losses in a nine-
game stretch. But they won their final four
games and also were awarded a forfeit win over
the Little Britain Merchants, who have folded

operations.
The festivities started early with the singing

of the national anthem by 10-year-old Jillian
Foote, the first appearance by the St. Joseph's
student who received a standing ovation de-
spite a couple of minor hiccups. The crowd was
then treated to one of the best hockey games
played at the arena this season.

The first period was fast-paced, non-stop,
end-to-end, head-to-head hockey with only
one minor penalty handed out but with more
oohs and aahs than a Cirque Du Soleil double-
header, including a shot by Clarington's Shelby
Rienstra that rang off the goal post.

Clarington opened the scoring midway
through the second period when Mackenzie

McHugh scored on a delayed penalty. Aiden
Reilly tied the score about three minutes later,
assisted by Michael Rennie and Robert Freck-
elton. A penalty late in the period led to the Ea-
gles' second goal, scored by Nicholas
Ainsworth.

Cameron Moffitt evened the match halfway
through the third period when he made a light-
ning strike down the left wing while his team-
mates were making a line change. Assists went
to Mark Harris and Simon Feig.

After two-and-a-half minutes of three-on-
three overtime action, Adam Bartholomew
scored the winner, assisted by Moffitt and Ren-
nie.

...continued on page 4 

by Roger Varley

is year's version of RibFest in Elgin Park
could be run by a commercial venture in-
stead of a local community group.
e Bonner Boys, who were slated to bring

the event to the park this year, informed
Uxbridge council on Monday that "we have
decided that we will be no longer involved in
RibFest." In past years, RibFest has been
brought to Uxbridge by such local groups as
the Uxbridge Legion, and the Highland
Games.

e Bonner Boys had appeared before
council a week earlier to seek approval to use
a commercial venture, Northern Heat Rib
Series, to run RibFest because the service
group did not have enough volunteers.
Council at that time offered some concerns
about the proposed arrangement.
Justin Brown, representing Northern Heat,

appeared before council on Monday to pro-
mote his company's involvement. He told
council that Northern Heat runs RibFest
events in 15 communities across southern
Ontario.

"We want Uxbridge to join our family,” he
said.
Mr. Brown said a Northern Heat-run event

would offer free admission and free parking
and bring in local craft breweries. He said
Northern Heat hoped to work with a local
service club on the event and would make a
donation to the community.

He was questioned at length by Regional
Councillor Jack Ballinger, who raised initial
concerns a week earlier. Referring to an inci-
dent in the Beaches last year when a lighting
structure fell, Mr. Brown said it was the result
of a freak, short-lived wind storm. He said
the lighting structures are now set up differ-
ently.

Mr. Ballinger also questioned Northern
Heat's use of fast lines, where people can re-
ceive quicker service by paying an extra $10. 
Mr. Brown said the number of tickets sold
for the fast line are limited.
Council decided to refer the matter to staff.

Bruins start playoff season pumped and ready for the top
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Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Lake View! Minutes from Uxbridge Custom Built, log and board 
& batten home on just over 10 acres. 2400 sq ft home with 3+1 
bedrooms, 4 renovated bathrooms, with full finished walkout 
basement, Dining room and kitchen have stunning 10’ high ceilings, 
wrap around porch & deck, inground pool, 22’ x 35’ shop with hydro. 
Dog fence around whole property, Rural Zoning plus so much more. 
Offered for sale at $1.25 million.
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individuals and institutions, indi-
cates municipalities that willingly
decide to work together are always
more successful than those that are
forced together. Research also indi-
cates, however, that those forced to
work together often find much
more success than communities that
refuse to work together, or see each
other as enemies.

As a result, many provincial gov-
ernments ask municipalities to work
together better. ey plead for more
partnerships. Sometimes they in-
centivize cooperation with money
meant to address infrastructure
deficits. Still, it is a rare case that
municipalities willingly find ways to

work together. Too many commu-
nities hold onto something from the
past that causes them to see their
neighbours as the competition, or
even the enemy. So, some provincial
governments decide they need to
force cooperation, knowing it is not
the best option, but it is better than
the continued slow decline of the
many communities that see them-
selves as islands unto themselves.
Forced cooperation has many faces
– from shared service agreements, to
broader regional initiatives, to amal-
gamation.
Not cooperating just isn’t an option
anymore if you want your commu-
nity to survive and grow. Elected of-

ficials, their administrations, and
the public from neighbouring com-
munities need to learn to let go of
the recent and ancient past, learn to
trust each other, and work on build-
ing a future together, or there will
be nothing left of our communities
to save. We all want our communi-
ties to grow, to attract youth, to at-
tract businesses and to provide great
places to live and raise our families.
However, if we don’t quit warring
with our neighbours, and if we don’t
start to trust each other and work
together, we will have no one but
ourselves to blame for the death of
our communities.

Success requires cooperation.
ere are many models available
that deliver enhanced cooperation
and produce success. e greatest
success comes to communities that
choose their own model of cooper-
ative governance. ere seems to be
a natural fear of amalgamation as a
solution to enhanced cooperation,
even though evidence shows how
well and how often it works. Per-
haps it is because we prefer evolu-
tionary change over revolutionary
change, even though the world
around is changing at a revolution-
ary pace. at said, amalgamation is
not the only option available, and it
is not always the best option for a
group of communities. ere are
pros and cons to each of the many
options. You must find the best fit
for you.
What is universal, however, is that

doing nothing and seeing neigh-
bouring communities as the enemy
– to be feared and not trusted – is
always the worst option. Municipal-
ities that fight and argue and com-
pete against each other are headed
to certain failure. We should all
wonder why we fight so vigorously
with each other over municipal lines
that were drawn in the sand by
someone 200 years ago, who lived
in a far different world than we live
in today. We need to stop making
our neighbours into enemies, and
work together on addressing our
collective challenges and creating
new collective opportunities.
For the sake of the future of our
communities, and our children and
their children, I hope we can stop
fighting demons that don’t exist. In-
stead, let’s focus on how our com-
munities can grow together to
realize their full potential.
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Watch for it in the
February 22nd edition of the 

Uxbridge Cosmos newspaper!

2018 Township of Uxbridge Spring and Summer

Community Guide
published by

The resource for all things Uxbridge!
• Spring & Summer programs and lessons
• The popular Summer Camps Guide insert
• Community events and information

• Community groups, halls 
and organizations

• And much more!

What’s inside:

Air Force Mavericks
Road to The Summit

We wish to thank the following sponsors

Platinum $1000+
Ca-Tech Systems
The Bonner Boys

The Mississaugas of Scugog
Island First Nation

John and Trish Metauro

Gold $500
McKenzie Trailers

Butler Disposal and Recycling
Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment

The Sanchez Family

Silver $250
Merz Pharma

Bennett Design Associates
Schell Lumber

Jeremy and Annie Acton
Stu Vandergeest    

To Cooperate, Collaborate, or Amalgamate?
We’ve done extensive cross-Canada
research on municipal cooperation,
regionalization and amalgamation

to better understand what works
and what does not work. Our re-
search, and that of other accredited



by Roger Varley

is is the seventh “installment” in a se-
ries of columns and articles inspired by a
book entitled “13 Ways To Kill Your
Community.” 

Don’t Cooperate. at’s the title of
chapter 7 of Doug Griffiths’ book “13
Ways to Kill Your Community.” In
chapter 7, Griffiths says research has
shown that municipalities work better
when they willingly co-operate with
each other and even when they are
forced to do so. When this theory is ap-
plied to Uxbridge, it quickly becomes
apparent that there are examples of
both willing and forced co-operation.

For years, Uxbridge has willingly co-
operated with Scugog, Whitchurch-
Stouffville and East Gwillimbury to
provide fire services in the outer reaches
of the township, where neighbouring
fire departments can reach the scene
faster than the Uxbridge firefighters.
ey are reciprocal arrangements that
have worked well for all concerned.
On the other hand, Uxbridge, Scugog

and Brock were more or less forced into
a co-operative venture to address sus-
tainability in the three townships. e
arm-twisting came from the federal
(Harper) government which demanded
the three municipalities form a sustain-
ability committee in order to receive
funds from the federal gas tax. Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor says that, in the
long run, municipalities received the
gas tax anyway, but the sustainability
committee appears to be working well.

Other examples of co-operation in-
clude the Uxbridge-Scugog animal
shelter. For years, the shelter has served
both communities, with the facility lo-
cated on the edge of Port Perry but run

by Uxbridge. at co-operation has
continued, to a degree, with the devel-
opment of a new animal shelter, which
is scheduled to see construction begin
later this year. Scugog has co-operated
in the form of municipal funding to
match that of Uxbridge. However,
most of the heavy lifting has been done
by Uxbridge. Until the end of last year,
Ginger Jackson, a resident of Scugog,
headed the new animal shelter fund-
raising committee, but now the new
board is almost entirely made up of
Uxbridge people. And, as Mayor O'-
Connor pointed out, the majority of
people attending the various galas, golf
tournaments and other events have
been Uxbridge residents. Since the
township took the project over last year,
it now falls on the shoulders of
Uxbridge Township clerk, Debbie Ler-
oux.

Nevertheless, the funding is in place,
the new shelter will be opened later this
year and both townships will share in
the plaudits for the badly needed new
facility.

Perhaps one of the best examples of
municipal co-operation came when
dozens of municipalities, including
Uxbridge, banded together a couple of
years ago to seek changes to the On-
tario Municipal Board, an exercise that
resulted in drastic changes to the
OMB.

On a more local level, the minor
hockey associations in Uxbridge and
Port Perry decided to amalgamate their
operations to better serve the hundreds
of children enrolled in their programs
and help lower costs.
ere are several, perhaps less obvious,

examples of local co-operation. A small
knot of storekeepers at the west end of
Brock Street regularly work together to

help each other remain successful, and
Cheryl Hinzel and Mary Taggart have
been joining forces to try and bolster
shopping at the east end of Brock
Street. Without the co-operation of
Uxbridge Shooting Sports, young Hay-
den Prince's fund-raising events for the
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank and for
mental health would probably not have
been as successful as they were.

ere are a number of examples
around town where the township co-
operated with local residents to make
improvements. e off-leash dog park
at the museum grounds was a joint ven-
ture, albeit at times strained, between
Uxbridge and local dog owners, as was
the skate park at the Fields of Uxbridge.

As is often the case, however, there
have been a couple of moments re-
cently where co-operation was met
with opposition. When it was decided
to move the Uxbridge Youth Centre to
the seniors’ centre to share the facility
with the seniors’ club, there were a few
voices raised decrying the move. At
council this week, councillors could
perhaps have tried a little harder to ac-
commodate a request that the pathways
in Elgin Park be cleared in the winter

to allow seniors to walk safely. Instead,
they opted to observe that salting the
pathways would be too expensive and
noted that the park is officially closed
in the winter. e township also could
have perhaps co-operated with the peo-
ple operating the Dreamfeather volley-
ball camps and games in a completely
empty barn on Brock Road to find a
way to keep it running instead of using
a single complaint from a neighbour a
half-mile away to shut it down.
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Across
1. Beverage
4. Credit card enticement
8. It may be snowy or spotted
11. Battle
12. Mideast ruler
13. Pastry choice
14. Load from a lode
15. Whistle it!
16. Author's last word
17. Wind
19. "___ Duke": by Stevie Won

der
21. Frosty
23. Loses it
26. "Red" seafood
30. Discontinue
31. All ___
32. Group with common inter

ests
34. Earth's oxygen producers
36. Senior to junior
37. Query
38. Last Commandment
42. Edit out
44. "___ she lovely?"
47. Important historical time
48. ___ blond
49. Not fake
50. ____ behind the ears
51. "Akeelah and the ___" - 

spelling movie!

52. It may be at the finish line
53. Seat of a religious office

Down
1. Braces
2. Bring in
3. What a surveyor surveys
4. Discern
5. Flightless bird
6. Trash can
7. Rapunzel feature
8. Work
9. Gain victory
10. Was out in front
18. Some chocolates
20. Within
22. "Absolutely!"
24. Honey holder
25. Keep watch
26. Sanction
27. Scull
28. Yoga command
29. Curtain fixture
33. Ranch roamers
35. Bypass
39. Weather goes with it
40. Willow, for example
41. An intense emotion
42. City transport
43. ''___ as directed''
45. It may swell or have swells
46. Sleep

“13 Ways” Installment #7 - Cooperation is a key to success 
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In Nancy Emo’s Letter to the Editor
from the Feb. 1 edition of the Cos-
mos, Ms. Emo is correct in stating
that Uxbridge sidewalks are fre-
quently dangerous for walkers. This
is odd for a town that claims to be
the “Trail Capital of Canada” and en-
courages walking. However, she is
going after the wrong offender. 

I had occasion to call the township
office about this and was told to get
the house numbers of the offending
residents and then call back. The
town would then be able to fine these
residents. I was not trying to get any-
one fined, I just wanted to get the
sidewalks clear and safe. I will not
snitch on my neighbours, so I left it
at that. 

On Jan. 20, 2018, there was an ar-
ticle in the Star (“Who pays if you’re
hurt on a slippery sidewalk?”, Bob
Aaron) that was very pertinent to this
situation. Municipalities have been
deemed by the lower courts and the
Court of Appeal to be responsible for
clearing sidewalks, not the residents
and tax payers (except if the owner
occupies the sidewalk such as an out-

door cafe or grocery stalls certainly
not the case for homeowners).

The municipality may fine the
homeowner in accordance with local
by-laws, but the law places the re-
sponsibility of ensuring that side-
walks and such are clear on the
municipality. The municipality
would be held liable in the event of a
successful law suit for any injury sus-
tained as a result of dangerous con-
ditions on this town’s sidewalks,
NOT the tax-paying homeowners.
To quote from the Star’s article, “On-
tario Municipalities cannot pawn off
their maintenance responsibilities to
owners of land next to sidewalks.
Canadian taxpayers expect that their
municipal governments will move
quickly and efficiently to keep the
streets and sidewalks clear and safe.”
The article outlines a case that oc-
cured in Vaughan, and explains that
the City of Vaughan was made to pay
the damages awarded by the courts,
not the homeowners. The courts
ruled there is NO statutory or com-
mon-law duty on property owners to
clear snow and ice from public side-

walks adjacent to their property.
It may be wise for our council to re-

consider installing new sidewalks
until they can cope with keeping our
current sidewalks cleared and safe. It
is not just seniors who struggle with
our icy sidewalks - any walking per-
son, from school children to mothers
with baby carriages and all other peo-
ple who just want to get out and get
some fresh air and walk somewhere
rather than drive a short distance,
have to deal with the failure to clear
our sidewalks. All tax-payers need
this service, not one limited group.

Uxbridge Township is obligated by
law to clear the sidewalks when
homeowners have not.
Judi McIlroy
Uxbridge

Editor’s note: to refer to the Township
of Uxbridge’s by-law concerning the
removal of snow, slush and ice, see the
consolidated version of Snow Removal
By-law Number 2008-160 online at
town.uxbridge.on.ca under By-laws.

Letters to the Editor

Ah. Valentine’s Day. That one, ever-so-romantic day of the year when every-
thing is red and pink and trimmed with lace and flower petals. The day that
originated as a saint’s feast day, but somehow got turned into a Hallmark hol-
iday. It’s hard to know whether to really get on board with the whole affair
and buy a mushy card for your honey, make special treats for your kids, make
neat little treats for the office, buy expensive jewelery, or whether to say that
the whole thing is a big fat waste of time and money and pretend that Feb-
ruary 14 is just another day in the middle of the week in the middle of this
short but oh-so-long month of February. We’ve been looking at red hearts
and Cupid bums in stores since seconds after the new year was rung in, and
we’re most certainly looking forward to the bunnies and pastels that are ea-
gerly waiting in dollar store warehouses, ready to appear on shelves at 0:01,
February 15.

But let us turn away from our cynicism for a moment and just feel what
Valentine’s Day is all about. Love. Feelin’ the love? Good. Now let’s direct it
somewhere.
Feel the love for our Uxbridge Bruins, who are working hard to get back on

top of the standings that they dominated at the beginning of the season.
They’ve had a few changes of late, and some injuries that will likely cause
some setbacks, but they have proven that they have it in them. 

We like Roger Varley’s recount of last Friday night’s game. He said it was
the best game of hockey he’s seen in quite awhile, and he couldn’t get over
how into it the crowd was. They were feelin’ the love. We’re cheering for you,
Bruins - Uxbridge loves ya’. 
Feel the love for all the people in this town/township who find ways to co-

operate and collaborate on making things better where we live. Our “13
Ways” column and installment this week reveals that Uxbridge is really getting
a thumbs up in this department. Of course, there is always room for improve-
ment, and one sentence that really struck us when reading Doug Griffiths’
column was this: “... we prefer evolutionary change over revolutionary
change, even though the world around is changing at a revolutionary pace.”
We’re individually and collectively having a hard time keeping up with our-
selves, but if we stick together, we can wade through it - together.

Finally, feel the love for February. This poor month really has the worst of
it. No one wants to be here. We want to be somewhere hot and sunny. Valen-
tine’s Day can offer a bright spot, a reason to celebrate, right in the middle
of dreary, cold days and nights. We should look past the thermometer and
embrace all that February has to offer. Why, for all the students, it’s a super
long weekend next weekend, with a PA day on Friday and Family Day on
Monday. Lots of things on offer, here in town, in the city, in the Dominican
Republic (sorry, got carried away, there). Bundle up against the cold and em-
brace  it! You can’t really call yourself Canadian if you don’t even go outside
for a little bit. House to the car and back to the house counts.

If you can’t face the cold, then we hope you get to feel the love inside a
warm, cozy abode of some sort, knowing that you’re fortunate to feel that
love. If you can make someone else feel that love too, then spread it around.
February won’t last forever, but that kind of loving sure will. 
Happy Valentine’s Day.  

Our two cents
Feel the love

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca
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those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
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Bruins, from page 1

The win allowed the Bruins to edge
past the Eagles into third place in
the PJHL's seven-team Orr Divi-
sion and a desirable standing in the
playoffs. Under the playoff format,
the first-place Lakefield Chiefs and
the second-place Port Perry Mo-
Jacks had the option of taking a bye
in the first round. However, the
MoJacks decided to forego the bye
and play the Georgina Ice instead.
That means the Bruins now have
the bye. In the other first-round se-
ries, the Eagles will play against the
North Kawartha Knights. Given
that Georgina won only 10 games
all season, the odds are in favour of

the Bruins meeting the MoJacks in
the second round. Uxbridge edged
Port Perry 4-3 in their regular sea-
son meetings. The Chiefs will meet
the winner of the Clarington-
North Kawartha match-up.
In the meantime, the Bruins have

a couple of weeks to prepare for
their playoff run and for injuries to
heal. 

On the injury front, the Bruins
and their fans received some bad
news on the weekend. Damien
Heinle, who was taken off the ice
on a stretcher, wearing a neck
brace, after being checked into the
boards in a game against the Little
Britain Merchants on Jan. 26 , has
been told by his doctor that he can-
not play hockey again because an-

other hit could result in a severe in-
jury.
Coach Acton said his job over the

next two weeks is to keep his team
motivated and "make sure they're
in game shape."

Bear pause: Ben Schell resigned as
president of the Bruins organiza-
tion last week because he is moving
to London, Ont. Ben joined the
Bruins five years ago as a trainer.
He also served as a director for a
few seasons before taking on the
president's role last May. Terry
(Skittles) Sovie has taken over the
role of Acting President for the re-
mainder of the term. He joined the
Bruins in 2014 as a director and
then vice-president in 2017.
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With a provincial general election loom-
ing, I'm already searching for a candidate
for whom I'd be willing to vote. The can-
didate I seek only needs one qualification:
he or she must be an independent.

As Forest Gump said, life is like a box of
chocolates, but if all the chocolates contain
nuts and you're allergic to nuts there's not
much point in opening the box. And I
must confess that I have an allergic reac-
tion to the three main parties seeking to
win this election.

The Progressive Conservatives, who
haven't managed to find a competent or
even likeable leader for years, are now in
turmoil with the resignation of Patrick
Brown. And who is stepping up to take his
place? Caroline Mulroney, Doug Ford and
Christine Elliott.
Ms. Mulroney says she is qualified to lead

the party because she has the experience of
working for years "behind closed doors."
Just what we need: another back room
politician. Doug Ford, ever eager to feed at
the public trough, seems to believe, like his
brother did, that he is preordained to high
office. His brother, Rob, did become
mayor of Toronto and made that city a
laughing stock around the world. Doug
Ford could best be described as Rob Lite.

As for Christine Elliott, this will be her
third bid for the leadership, beating out her
late husband, Jim Flaherty, who ran unsuc-
cessfully for the leadership twice. She en-
tered the legislature in 2006 when she won
a by-election after Jim Flaherty resigned his
seat. And Jim Flaherty was a key player in
the governments of former premier Mike
Harris and former prime minister Stephen
Harper. It's not a stretch to assume Ms. El-
liott believes in the same policies her hus-
band supported, such as Mike Harris'
vindictive approach to welfare recipients.

In other words, three leadership candi-
dates seeking to continue "the family busi-
ness."

The Liberals under Kathleen Wynne?
What can I say? Lies, lies and more lies and
bribing us with our own money. No thank
you.
As for the New Democrats under Andrea

Horwath, they have practically disap-
peared. We've heard almost nothing from
the NDP since the last election. With the
woes the Progressive Conservatives are cur-
rently facing and the terrible record of the
Wynne government, one would expect to
see and hear Ms. Horwath leading her
forces to battle, engaging her supporters
and throwing the spotlight on her oppo-
nents' deficiencies. But there's been hardly
a whisper. In a year-end interview with the
CBC, about the most she could muster
was: "What I hear people saying these days
is that they're tired of Kathleen Wynne and
the Liberals." Wow, that'll get the troops
fired up!

The NDP has a sad history of letting go
of the reins just as the horse reaches full
gallop. Jagmeet Singh won the federal lead-
ership, married a gorgeous woman and
presented a fresh face in the world of poli-
tics. He should be riding the wave, inject-
ing his voice into the various public
debates on indigenous issues, pipelines and
such, but anything he has said so far has
not received wide attention. Jack Layton
led the orange wave in his final election
only to have the party, under Tom Mulcair,
squander the opportunity.
And so it is with Ms. Horwath. The cur-

rent political climate in Ontario offers her
a golden opportunity to turn voters' atten-
tion her way but all we've had so far is - si-
lence.

So, I'm looking for an independent can-
didate to step forward in the local race in
June. I know, an independent member of
the legislature can't accomplish a lot, but
what have our representatives done for us
over all these years? Can you honestly say
your life improved because a member of
one of the three main parties represented
you at Queen's Park?

If there is no independent candidate for
me to vote for, I'll sit this election out and
enjoy a box of chocolates - without nuts.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It didn’t appear too busy that day when we
pulled up. We walked to the entrance of the
museum, which was essentially a number of
aircraft hangars strung together near the airport
in Victoria, B.C. As soon as we came through
the front door, we were greeted by the cashier
taking admissions and a man wearing an iden-
tification badge. It read Volunteer – Robbie
Anderson. 
“Hello,” Anderson said pleasantly. “I’ll be your

personal guide today.”
Well, that was new. I’ve visited a lot of muse-

ums in my time, but not unless I had specifi-
cally arranged for a guided tour, had I ever been
personally greeted at the museum door that
way. But as Anderson explained, if enough vol-
unteers are on hand, that’s the way they do
things at the British Columbia Aviation Mu-
seum. In his 70s and clearly in love with his
part-time hobby – escorting visitors around the
facility – Anderson apologized upfront that he
would be pausing a little longer at some of his
favourite exhibits, including the Gibson Twin
Plane, the museum’s homage to aviator William
Wallace Gibson who built and flew his B.C.
powered airplane with two spruce-framed
wings, a six-cylinder engine and four bicycle
wheels as landing gear. On Sept. 22, 1910,
Gibson got the plane airborne for 200 feet, but
crashed into a bluff of oak trees.

“That doesn’t matter,” Anderson said of the
crash. “He was the first Canadian ever to pilot
a completely Canadian-built aeroplane.”
It doesn’t happen all the time, but taking in a

museum when there’s somebody there by your
side to offer an explanation, I find, is the best
way to experience history. Robbie Anderson
spent pretty much the next hour and a half
guiding us through the museum, showing us
warplanes, early passenger planes and aviation
oddities. Not only did our personal guide give
us the specs on the aircraft on display, however,
he also made the stories of those who designed
and flew these aircraft come to life.
As well, on Vancouver Island this past week, I

had occasion to spend a few hours at the
provincial museum. On all previous visits, I’d
always gone to the Royal B.C. Museum for its
archives to do research. This time, however, I
decided to walk through as a tourist to view the
museum’s exhibits. Among the most impressive
displays were its Pacific Coast indigenous arte-
facts, and its natural history dioramas, com-
plete with huge prehistoric millipedes and
woolly mammoths. But again, it was the
human touch that made the difference. As I
walked through a replica of a B.C. town from

the early 1900s, I passed the entrance to a train-
station waiting room, with a “Port Moody”
sign above it.

“Is your train on time?” a voice called out
from inside the room.

“Don’t know,” I answered, deciding to play
along. I entered and a woman in period cos-
tume – a wide-brimmed hat, business skirt and
coat – pointed to the train schedules on the
wall. They indicated the departure times to des-
tinations such as Calgary, Montreal and Hali-
fax. The reenactor said she was leaving for
Winnipeg. Then I asked if she could step out-
side her character. “Who are you, really?”

She told me her name was Barbara Marshall,
and that she’d recently retired from a long ca-
reer in the financial industry. Inclined to stay
as busy and productive in retirement, she took
on the part-time position of portraying people
in Old Town, at the museum. So, she’d learned
as much as she could about the CPR station in
Port Moody at the turn of the 19th century and
several afternoons a week chatted in-character
with museum-goers. Finally, I asked Barbara’s
alter ego, “Why would a woman in 1900 be
headed from B.C. to Winnipeg?”
“Simple,” she said in character. “It’s booming

and there’re jobs for women there.”
Later in the week, I took in the Greater Vic-

toria Art Gallery, where indigenous artwork
was among the most dazzling I’ve ever seen.
But the hidden gem of the gallery, to me,
proved to be its collection of paintings by leg-
endary Pacific Coast artist Emily Carr. Of
course, the canvasses depicting totems took my
breath away. But what made the visit most
memorable was the voice of Carr, not actually
a recording, but quotations from her journal.
Carr expressed her admiration for the grandeur
of coastal rain forests in paint, of course, but
she wrote about them just as vividly.
“There’s a torn and splintered ridge across the

stumps I call the screamers,” she wrote on a
visit to a logging area near Victoria in 1939,
just before she painted images of the scene.
“These are the unsawn last bits, the cry of the
tree’s heart, wrenching and tearing apart just
before she gives that sway and the dreadful
groan of falling, that dreadful pause while her
executioners step back with their saws and axes
resting, and watch.”
Once again, history is more than artefacts, old

photographs and glass-cased displays, when its
witnesses are there to put a face on it.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

History in person

Direct:
416-771-7162

email
larry.olson@sympatico.ca

Larry Olson
Broker/Manager

Sought after bungalow loft in desired area of
Uxbridge!  Open house: Sunday, Feb. 10, 2 - 4.
11 JAMES HILL CRT E.  Approx. 2,100 sq.ft. Full bsmt.
Loft area great for guest and office area. Breakfast nook
facing south. Deck with stairs to backyard, gazebo area.
2-car garage. Quiet area, no traffic.  $674,900

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Looking for a candidate
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THIS WEEK
Fri., Feb. 9: Lasagna Dinner, Good-
wood United Church, 6:30 p.m. Includes
bread, dessert and beverage - all for just
$15. Advance tickets only from June
Harper at 905-640-3347.
Sat., Feb. 10: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
5+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the road-
side parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Feb. 13: Pancake Supper,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 5 - 7 p.m.
Enjoy pancakes & sausages with butter,
real maple syrup, fruit salad & more.
Continuous serving in Lower hall. Pro-
ceeds to church & outreach programs.

Tickets available at the door, or phone
905-852-7016. stpauls-uxbridge.ca and
on Facebook. Adult $8, Child $5, pre-
school free.
Thurs., Feb. 15: Lunch 'n' Learn -
Wills, POAs, etc.  St. Paul's Anglican
Church. Wills, powers of attorney, the re-
sponsibilities of executors, with Trevor
Winter of Turner & Winter, Attorneys at
Law. Pay-what-you-can lunch catered by
St Paul's ACW & TAB groups. Noon - 2
p.m. Call 905-852-7016, or visit
www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca

UPCOMING
Mon., Feb. 19: Family Day Skate,
hosted by The Kin Club of Uxbridgef.
Uxbridge Arena, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Free.
There will be no barbeque this year but
there will be a free will donation box
with all monies going to Durham Farm

and Rural Family Resources.
Mon., Feb. 19: Claremont Garden
Club Sign-Up and Seed Exchange.
Claremont United Church, 7:30 p.m. Fol-
low the Club on Facebook or visit clare-
montgardenclub.ca for further details.
Free for members, $5 for guests. No
need to be a Claremont resident.
Tues., Feb. 20: Valentines Tea &
Trivia,  Uxbridge Senior Citizens Club,
1 p.m. Free to members. New member-
ships $10, available at the tea. 

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion Open Mic. Every
Sunday Afternoon from 2 - 5 p.m. Every-
one is welcome. All styles of music are
encouraged. For more, call 647-428-
7760.
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753
COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organi-
zation that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

GOVERNMENT REBATE AVAILABLE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

COOKING A VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER? 
NOTHING BUT LOVE IN OUR MEAT! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

To place a
Birth 

Announcement, 
an Obituary,

or a
Memorial

call
905-852-1900 

or email 
thecosmos@
powergate.ca

Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist

Passed away peacefully at the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital with
his daughters by his side. Beloved
husband of the late Lucy (nee Cullingham) and dear father
of Sandi Bierema (Brian) and Sharon Vanderven (John).
Loving Bobba of Trevor (Kristin), Jordan (Bethany), Tim
(Megan), Adam and Joshua. Loved brother of Isabelle, Jean
(predeceased) and Betty. Stewart will be missed by many
other family members and friends.
Visitation will take place at the Low and Low Funeral
Home, 23 Main St. S., Uxbridge (905-852-3073) on
Wednesday, February 7, 2018, from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
A Celebration of Life will be held at Trinity United
Church, 20 First Ave., Uxbridge on 8ursday, February 8,
2018, at 1 p.m. with visitation one hour prior. Reception
to follow. 
In lieu of 7owers, please consider a donation to the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital or a charity of your choice. 
For online condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca

ANNAND, 
Stewart

January 23, 1933 -
January 31, 2018 

Minor changes to budget: A few
minor tweaks to the 2018 budget
will see property taxes increase by
$51 on a property assessed at
$500,000. Taking the Region of
Durham and education into con-
sideration, the overall increase in
taxes on that $500,000 property
will be $139 or 2.47 per cent.

Treasurer Donna Condon said in
a report to council that some sav-
ings had been realized in both the
operating and capital budgets.
Overall, the operating budget
comes in at $16 million, which is
reduced to $1.5 million when rev-
enues are taken into account. e
capital budget is $19.2 million.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor of-
fered that she though it was "a fair
budget." Reflecting on the zero-in-
crease budgets that Uxbridge passed

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the February 5
Council Meeting

a number of years ago, the mayor
they were "probably the dumbest
thing I've done on council." She
said if there had been tax increase in
those years the township could have
addressed some infrastructure con-
cerns.

"But we wanted to give taxpayers
a break," she explained.

Council is expected to give final
approval to the budget next week.

No and no: Two recent requests to
council from locals were turned
down at Monday’s meeting.
e Uxbridge Lacrosse Association

had asked that the fees for their use
of the arena be lowered because the
lacrosse group is suffering from
small and declining numbers. How-
ever, facilities manager Bob Fergu-
son said lowering rates for one
group would be unfair to other
users of the arena and council ac-
cepted his recommendation that the
request be denied.

Local resident Doris Stewart had
asked that the pathways in Elgin
Park be cleared in the winter to
allow seniors to walk safely for some
outdoor exercise. But Mayor O'-
Connor said that while the cost of
clearing the pathways would be
small, spreading salt on them would
be costly.

Both Councillor Pam Beach and
Gordon Highet said they could not
support the request.

When council was asked whether
or not this was an accessibility issue,
Mr. Ferguson said it was not be-
cause Elgin Park is officially closed
during the winter.
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SERVICES
GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS:
We have over 45 years of general carpentry &
renovation experience. We remodel & update
kitchens & bathrooms. We also finish basements
& install hardwood flooring, crown molding,
trim etc. We can renovate your cottage during
the off season. Check us out on Facebook, email
goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com or
call 416-526-3469 for quality work at a fair
price.   2/22
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical & plumbing.
Licensed, insured & guaranteed. Big or small.
Mould renumeration. Also, emergency tree
service. 44 years experience. Book now! 905-
473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell)   2/8
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. 416-274-6765   3/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services/Dog Walking,/Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca
for more info on Heather’s services…call or
text 905-852-8525…follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge   2/22
HANDYMAN. 27 years experience. No job too
small or too big. Free estimates. All work is
guaranteed. Also do snow-plowing. 416-705-

9993.   2/22
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
2/22  
INSTANT STRESS RELIEF! I can help with
income tax, accounting, bookkeeping & payroll.
T4s and all the other slips. Over 30 years
experience. Uxbridge and GTA.
Business,personal and estates. Eric 905-852-
9110, or email eric@erickis.com   2/22
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university.
I also work within the business community. 905-
852-1145.  5/31
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience!    2/22

FOR SALE
SNOWBLOWER: 30” walk behind. 5 HP. 647-
391-0326.   2/8

ORGANIC MILK-FED BABY BEEF. Only 5
months old. $400 for quarter. Please call Reine
Schickedanz. 416-817-2490.   2/22

FOR RENT
UXBRIDGE - One bedroom basement
apartment. Private entrance. All appliances &
laundry. Utilities incl. $1,100/mo. First & last
required. Available March 4. Email

thecosmos@powergate.ca   2/8

WANTED
RECEPTIONIST/ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT: Bennett Design Associates is a
busy interior design firm located in Uxbridge
that understands the balance between design as
an art and design as a construction tool. We are
seeking a full-time Receptionist/Administrative
Assistant. Previous experience in an office
setting is an asset; however, passion, energy and
enthusiasm are required. Primary
responsibilities include providing reception,
administration and coordination support for the
team and general functions to ensure the office
is running smoothly. The successful candidate
must have a positive and professional demeanor
as the role is the “face” of our firm and our
brand ambassador, and therefore helps to shape
the image of Bennett Design. We offer a great
compensation package including a full benefit
program, friendly team atmosphere and
opportunities for learning. Please visit our
careers page at www.bennettdesign.ca/careers/
to apply.   2/8

TUTOR: Looking for one person to tutor Grade
12 Academic Biology & Chemistry until June.
Must have references. Uxbridge area. Email
thecosmos@powergate.ca   2/22

CLEANER: Looking for a thorough, honest &
efficient cleaner to deep clean our home twice
a year (Spring & Fall). Must have references
&use green products whenever possible.
Reasonable rates, please. Contact: 905-640-
2092.   2/8

EVENTS
COPING WITH PESTS: SOLUTIONS FOR
YOUR DOG. Free seminar at Richters Herbs,
Goodwood. Join Taylor Summers-Kenney,
Sunday, February 11, 2 - 3 p.m. Everyone
Welcome. Go to www.richters.com/events for
more information or call 905-640-6677.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“You were saved by faith in
God, who treats us much
better than we deserve.”

Eph. 2:8a

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

Complete
Vehicle

Detailing

February Special
$90 interior

Call or email 905-852-0007
thecleanupshoppe@gmail.com

12 Douglas Road Unit 5, Uxbridge 

regular
$149.95



It must be the middle of Febru-
ary, because preparations are in
the final stages for the 61st annual
Sunderland Lions Music Festival.
is well- known music will be
held from Monday, February 12

until Friday, February 23. And, as
in the past, the venues for this
popular event are the Sunderland
Town Hall and the St. Andrew’s
United Church, right in down-
town Sunderland.

e Festival will be officially
opened this year by Mayor John
Grant on February 12 at 9:30 am
in the Sunderland Town Hall, the
home of the festival since its in-
ception in 1958.      

Daily sessions begin at 9 a.m., 1
p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Piano classes
will take place February 12 to 16.
String classes will be on February
16 in the United Church. Most
of the vocal, instrumental and

school choir classes will be during
the week of February 20 to Feb-
ruary 23 at both the Town Hall
and United Church.
e band sessions will be at Port

Perry High School with a combi-
nation of elementary and second-
ary band performances and
workshops on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 21, and ursday, February
22, starting at 3:30 p.m. Please
check the Festival website for an
exact timetable.

Stars of the Festival Concerts,
which is when all class winners
are invited back for an encore
performance, will be held at the
Sunderland Town Hall from Feb-
ruary 26 to March 1, with each
evening performance beginning
at 6:30 p.m. Admission is $4 for
adults and $1 for children.

Programs for entire Festival, ex-
cept the Starts of the Festival con-
certs, cost $4 each and are
available at the Port Perry School
of Music and at Pharmacy Asso-
ciates of Port Perry. In Uxbridge
they are available at the studio of
Jennifer Neveu, on Toronto St.
N., and Shopper’s Drug Mart in
Uxbridge. In Sunderland, pro-
grams are available at Pilgrim’s
Home Hardware and Sunderland
Guardian Pharmacy.  A Festival
Pass is available for $12, or admis-
sion to each individual session is
$3. You may also download the
program at sunderlandlionsmu-
sicfestival.com.

e Music Festival Committee
engages highly qualified adjudica-
tors who assist participants in de-
veloping technique and
encouraging them in furthering
their musical studies. Adjudica-
tors for 2018 include Ellen Berry
for piano, Witold Swoboda for
strings, Dennis Ullman for in-
strumental and Pamela Birrell for
vocal.
During the Festival, St. Andrew’s

United Church Women will serve
lunch daily in the church banquet
hall. Menus include homemade
soups, sandwiches and delicious
desserts at very reasonable prices.

e Music Festival Committee
requests that participants and
spectators park their vehicles in
the parking facilities adjacent to
the Sunderland Arena so that the
businesses on the main street can
function normally.
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Sunderland celebrates north Durham music students for 61st year


