
CAUTION THIN ICE - A phoney spring (see ‘The Barris Beat,’ page 4) has above-seasonal temperatures melting the ice away on Elgin Pond. The red flag is up, and
although the thermometer will dip below zero at nights, the pond will remain unusable for the foreseeable future. Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Bruins behind
the eight ball

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge Secondary School teacher Tish Mac-
Donald and artist Wynn Walters appeared be-
fore council on Monday night to inform them
of the plans for the unveiling of Walters' statue
of Lt. Col. Sam Sharpe.

The unveiling will take place at 7 p.m. on
May 25, the 100th anniversary of Col. Sharpe's
death. Prior to the unveiling, a parade will
make its way at 6:45 p.m. from the railway sta-
tion to the site of the statue beside the CIBC.
MacDonald said the Ontario Regiment, the
Uxbridge Legion Pipes and Drums,  the Legion
Cadets, the Legion, the Uxbridge Fire Depart-
ment and the 20th Battalion CEF Re-enacting
Group have said they will be taking part.  The

band of the Royal Regiment has also been in-
vited but have yet to confirm their attendance.
MacDonald noted that the ceremony will fea-
ture traditional elements of a military unveiling
ceremony, as well as a historical overview and
special music, including a performance by local
vocal group Bella Nova.
She said the actual unveiling of the statue will

be performed by a "prominent special guest,"
but would not say who the person is because
their participation still has to be confirmed. 
Also on hand for the ceremony will be mem-

bers of Col. Sharpe's family. 
Following the unveiling ceremony, a commu-

nity reception will be held on the grounds of
the Uxbridge museum, where a Vimy to Juno
exhibit will be on display at the Scott Township

Hall. The Quaker Hill School will house a Sam
Sharpe exhibit and the Fifth Line Church will
show a Sam Sharpe video. MacDonald said the
museum grounds were chosen for the reception
to allow for the exhibits and to keep the time
that downtown streets are closed to traffic at a
minimum.

She told council that local businesses will be
encouraged to decorate their windows and local
schools will be invited to become involved. She
said a number of art works from high school
students will be displayed, while drama stu-
dents will be acting as living statues. A recre-
ation of the street-wide banner shown on the
mural at Toronto and Brocks Streets, which de-
picts the send-off Col. Sharpe's 116th Battalion 

...continued on page 4

by Roger Varley

It's do or die for the Uxbridge Bruins as they
find themselves down 3-1 in their best-of-
seven semi-final series against the Port Perry
MoJacks in the PJHL's Or Division.

After losing the first two games 3-1 and 7-
4, the Bruins managed to come back with a
7-2 away win. On Tuesday night, after start-
ing slowly, the Bruins seemed to grow
stronger with each period, coming back from
a 2-0 deficit to tie the game 3-3 and send it
into overtime. However, with 7:11 left in the
overtime period, the MoJacks scored the
game winner. The series resumed last night,
with a sixth game, if necessary, scheduled for
the arena on Friday night.

The series started promisingly a week ago
in Port Perry when Robert Freckelton scored
just 20 seconds after the opening whistle, as-
sisted by Aiden Reilly and Kieran Beaudoin,
and goalie Ryan McConkey made two good
close-in saves on a penalty kill. However, the
defence faltered early, allowing MoJacks play-
ers to get behind them several times and it
was up to McConkey to keep them in the
lead.

The MoJacks responded with two in the
second period, including a power-play goal,
and capped the game off with a goal in the
third, which also saw the Bruins with a two-
man advantage for 55 seconds but unable to
register a single shot on goal.

On home ice last Friday, the Bruins once
again scored the only goal of the first period,
and two more in the second, but the Mo-
Jacks scored three, including two on the
power-play in part because of Freckelton's
undisciplined penalties for head-butting and
abuse of officials.
The Bruins went ahead briefly in the third

on another short-handed goal, but then the
MoJacks lowered the boom and scored four
unanswered goals, including an empty-netter
when the Bruins pulled McConkey from the 

...continued on page 3

Lt. Col. Sharpe to get a proper hero’s welcome home 

26 Enzo Crescent, Uxbridge
Well-maintained 4 bedroom family home, 
updated kitchen, hardwood throughout, 
3 up-dated bathrooms, large fenced 
lot with huge private wrap-
around deck in quiet and 
sought after Testa 
subdivision.
$759,900

ONLY 20 DAYS UNTIL SPRING!
CHECK OUT THIS AMAZING HOME.

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

First time on the Market! 3+3 bedrooms, 2 baths, bungalow on 
huge lot. Large eat-in kitchen and formal dining room. Walking 
distance to schools, parks, pool.  $565,900
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by Nancy Melcher

A local jewelry company is taking a
bad situation and making it good by
turning tree bark destroyed by the

Emerald Ash Borer into pieces of
wearable art.  
Local artisans Jeffrey Ross and Patti

Moloney, co-founders of Dimples
personalized jewelry, have created a

new line of Ash Bark textured jew-
elry. 

“Bark is the fingerprint of a tree,”
says Ross. “Since Dimples is best
known for its high definition finger-

print jewelry, it seemed natural for us
to create a line of bark jewelry as a
way to raise awareness and celebrate
the importance of woodlands and
urban forests.” 

Dimples rings, cuff links and pen-
dant necklaces are available in ster-
ling silver and gold, and incorporate
recycled material. ey are made
using sustainable manufacturing and
green technologies.  

Dimples is partnering with Forests

Ontario with their Ash Bark line. A
portion of each sale of this jewelry
will fund tree planting. Rob Keen,
CEO of Forests Ontario, says Forests
Ontario is “pleased to plant trees on
behalf of Dimples. eir one-of-a-
kind jewelry is a beautiful way of cel-
ebrating the beauty and benefits that
ash trees, and our forests, provide us
on a daily basis.” 

Identified in the early 2000s in the
American Mid-west, having arrived
from Asia, the Emerald Ash Borer
has devastated forests, municipal
parks and neighbourhoods. It feeds
exclusively on ash trees. ere are
several species in Southern Ontario
and all will be attacked. Within five
to eight years from the initial infes-
tation most trees will be dead. 
e larvae are voracious feeders, eat-

ing the soft inner bark of the trees.
ey chew their way out as adults,
and these can fly up to 10 kilometres
although they don’t usually stray that
far. e adults feed on the ash leaves,
but that doesn’t really hurt the tree.
It’s the larvae that are the silent
killers, gnawing away in safety under
the bark. e inner bark is what
transports nutrients in the tree, and
with it gone, the tree quickly starves
to death. 
David Watts, of Uxbridge Tree Serv-

ice, estimates that “the Emerald Ash
Borer cost Uxbridge $380,000 over
the past five years. We lost approxi-
mately 400 trees in our boulevards
plus more trees in parks and on rural
roads.” Mature trees can be treated.
It costs around $1,200 per tree and
this must be repeated every second
year. Once a tree shows signs of in-
festation it’s usually too late to save
it. 

For more on Dimples jewelry, visit
them at 280 Main St. N., Suite 200,
Uxbridge, or visit
dimplescharms.com 
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SARAH KUYPERS (ELSON)

Dale Hickey of Ron Noble Insurance is pleased to announce that SARAH
KUYPERS (ELSON) has successfully passed the qualifying exam and
obtained her RIBO license.  Congratulations to Sarah who has been with
us for 2 years. I am also pleased to announce that GILLIAN (GILL)
HUDSON has joined the Ron Noble Insurance team.  Gill has been in
the insurance industry for the past 11 years. We are very proud to have
both of these talented individuals in our o6ce.  

Sarah and Gill will welcome your calls regarding all lines of insurance
including home, automobile, commercial and recreational vehicles.   

Sarah and Gill can be reached at skuypers@rnobleins.com and
ghudson@rnobleins.com or by phone at 905-852-3309 or toll free at 
1-800-263-2005 or via our website www.ronnobleinsurance.com

Our o:ce is conveniently located at 2 Elgin Park Drive, Unit E ,
Uxbridge, Ontario in the Rexall Plaza. 

We are proud to be partnered with 7e Commonwell Mutual (formerly
Farmers Mutual), Aviva,  Peel Mutual, Guarantee Company of North
America, Intact, Economical, Gore Mutual, Coachman/SGI Insurance,
Travelers Chieftain, Wawanesa,  and other Group and Specialty Insurers.  

New products o8ered by Ron Noble Insurance:  CAA  Insurance
(membership not required) and proudly supporting ;e Harley-
Davidson Motorcycle Insurance Program speci9cally geared for 
Harley Davidson owners and enthusiasts!

GILLIAN (GILL) HUDSON

OPEN HOUSE
SAT., MAR. 3 & SUN., MAR. 4, 2-4pm
8 Forestgreen Drive, Uxbridge  
Welcome to the luxuries of life in this spectacular bungaloft
in Wyndance Estates.  3 car garage, 4+1 bdrms, 4 baths,
fireplaces, hardwood floors, open concept, great room with
soaring ceilings, gourmet kitchen, seperate L/R and D/R. Fab
salt water pool with spa. Finished basement with media/ent
room, bdrm, office, bath and gym.  12-ft. ceilings in base-
ment. House includes Club Link Platinum Membership.  

renecorga@me.com
B 416 229 4835    C 416 880 3996
Sutton Group Future Realty Inc., Brokerage
40 Davis Drive, Newmarket, ON L3Y2M7

Rene Corga
Sales Representative

New jewelry line celebrates forests and keeps dying Ash trees alive

A Bark Jewelry ring by Dimples, in rose gold.
Photo from dimplescharms.com



Now that the Olympics are over, you may be
looking for ways to enjoy a winter evening right
here in Uxbridge. e Uxbridge Music Scholar-
ship Trust (UMST) has a tradition of presenting
unique winter concert programs, and this year
is no exception.  

is Saturday, March 3, UMST is proud to
present an Evening of Jazz, a concert of jazz and
pop standards featuring some of Uxbridge’s bet-
ter known musicians, as well as a few new faces.  

Featured vocalists Lauren Dillen, Sonia Sabir
and Whitney Ross-Barris will be accompanied
by musicians Ted Richardson, Dave Chester,
Amy Peck, Teagan Larmand, Jordan Aloe and

Chris Saunders.  Ted Barris will MC the
evening.   
e concert proceeds will go toward providing

UMST scholarships to deserving young people
from the Township of Uxbridge who are follow-
ing their dreams of studying music at a post-sec-
ondary level. Since 1998, UMST has provided
nearly $70,000 to Uxbridge music students with
concerts like this one and through invaluable in-
dividual and corporate donations.

e concert takes place on March 3 at 7:30
p.m. at St. Andrew’s Chalmers Presbyterian
Church.  Tickets at the door: adults $15, stu-
dents $10, children free.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Direct: 416-433-7732
Office: 905-852-2424

Sherry
Cockburn

Sales
Representative

Open House
Saturday, March 3 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 4 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Beautiful bungalow on a huge lot (95.30 x
126.75 ft) within walking distance to
downtown Port Perry! Features of this sunlit,
move-in ready home include an updated
kitchen with quartz counters & stunning
backsplash & W/O to 12 x 12 deck; tons of
hardwood; siding across front (2017);
updated main wshroom; oversized dbl
garage w 2 man doors; gas furn (2012);
water htr(2012) (O); elec panel (2013) incl
pony panel in garage; fully fenced bck yard!
This home shows true pride of ownership!
**** EXTRAS **** Incl: All elf's & ceiling fans;
all window covs; fridge, stove, microwave,
b/I dshwshr, washer, dryer, fridge
downstairs, gdo; hwt(O), water softener(R),
garden shed! Not Incl: Dartboard & cabinet.

$659,000

Jazz up this weekend with UMST concert

Bruins, from page 1

net with three minutes still remaining in the game.
Back in Port Perry on Sunday, the Bruins finally began

playing as a team, although Simon Feig was the standout
with three goals and an assist. Feig's first, assisted by
Moffitt and Michael Rennie, came with just one second
left on the clock in the first period. He followed that with
two more early in the second for a true hat-trick before
Port Perry finally hit the scoreboard. Beaudoin restored
the three-goal lead, assisted by Reilly and Dolan, and the
MoJacks closed out the period with their second marker.
The third period was a little bizarre. The Bruins scored

three goals, one of which was disallowed, and then, with
almost a minute-and-a-half remaining and enjoying a
man advantage, Matthew Hunter stood with the puck
behind his own net for a full 60 seconds waiting for the
MoJacks to make a move. Instead, Port Perry's Owen
Hurtibese stood equally motionless in front of the net
waiting for Hunter to make the first move. Finally,
Hunter pushed the puck forward and Freckelton scored
with just 22 seconds remaining, assisted by Beaudoin.

In the other semi-final series, the Lakefield Chiefs,
blanked the North Kawartha Knights 4-0.
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In the cold of winter, finding differ-
ent options for little ones can be
challenging. One local bookstore is
offering a preschool storytime that
might just offer a little respite from
the four walls of home. 

Run by retired teacher Cathy

Baker, the story time, held at Blue
Heron Books, is a chance for kids to
come together to enjoy stories,
rhymes, songs and crafts. It’s also an
opportunity for their parents or
caregivers to commune and relax a
little.

Chosen with care by Baker, the sto-
ries engage young children with
their language, images and theme.
The craft is designed to enhance the
whole experience by incorporating
the theme with an age appropriate
activity that participants can take
home at the end of the event. 

The benefits of preschool story
time are many and important in set-
ting a child up for success in the
classroom.   
“One of the best ways to increase a

child’s attention span is to sit quietly
and listen to a story,” says Baker.
“The children also learn to pay at-
tention to the details in the pictures,
which enhances their visual recogni-
tion skills.” 
One of the challenges facing young

children entering the school envi-
ronment is learning to deal with the
others in the classroom. 

“Story time exposes children to
new social situations and behaviour
expectations,” says Baker. From an
academic perspective, it doesn’t hurt
that this type of activity “helps chil-
dren to develop a love of books,”
says Blue Heron Books store man-
ager, Rebecca Haslam.

Storytime sessions take place on
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. They are for
children 2 - 4 years of age. The next
session runs from March 6 through
to April 10. While the event is free
for participants, it does require pre-
registration. Please call the store at
905-852-4282 to register your child. 

Storytime at the bookstore can relieve toddler cabin fever

There probably are not many current Uxbridge residents who were around
when the Uxbridge cenotaph was installed back in the 1930s. That unveiling
was most likely an emotional moment, with the horrors and carnage of the
First World War still fresh in people's minds and the clouds of a new war
gathering on the horizon. Almost certainly the unveiling was attended by
many who had lost fathers, sons and husbands on the battlefields of Europe.

Just a scant 20 years or so earlier, the townsfolk had gathered to cheer the
members of the 116th Battalion as they marched proudly through town. That
moment is captured on the large mural that today adorns the corner of
Toronto Street and Brock Street.

But for many today, the patriotic fervour that swept through the land at
that time is but a paragraph in a history book. War is something that is hap-
pening far, far away and, to a large extent, does not involve the deaths of
Canadian soldiers. We tut-tut at images of innocent civilians - and lots of
children - being slaughtered by military machines and then continue with
our daily lives.
However, this spring, Uxbridge residents will have a rare opportunity to re-

visit history, to reflect on the grief and pain that continues even after a war is
finished. On May 25, the township will unveil a new statue honouring the
memory of Lt. Col. Sam Sharpe, the Uxbridge resident who raised and led
that 116th Battalion, only to see it decimated in the mud-filled trenches of
France.

Artist Wynn Walters has captured that grief and pain in his rendering of
Col. Sharpe. Unlike the past, which saw statues of military leaders majestically
sitting atop their steeds, Walters shows Col. Sharpe in a moment of personal
agony as he tries to write a letter to the family of one of his fallen comrades.
His agony was so great that he committed suicide shortly after his return to
Canada. Today we talk of how Col. Sharpe suffered from post traumatic stress
disorder, an amazingly trite medical term that glosses over the fact that he
was living with the unbearable images of the horrors he had witnessed and
the fact that he had personally recruited most of the men who formed the
battalion, most of whom did not survive.
The cenotaph, erected thanks to the efforts of the Imperial Order Daughters

of the Empire (IODE), contained the names of Uxbridge men who fought
and died in the First World War and eventually marked the sacrifices of the
Second World War and the Korean War. But a listing of the names of soldiers
and battlefields does not convey the suffering of war as Walters' statue does.

The unveiling of the Col. Sharpe statue will not only commemorate his -
and his comrades' - patriotism, loyalty and bravery. It will throw a light on
the willingness of our leaders and politicians to send their country's best to
die on foreign soil while they sit comfortably at home, out of harm's way.
And the close proximity of the statue to the mural and the cenotaph will long
serve as a reminder that initial thoughts of glorious victory are soon overtaken
by the realities of horrifying death, shattered bodies and broken lives.
We urge as many Uxbridge residents as possible to attend the unveiling cer-

emony. As we said, it will be a rare opportunity to honour a man who served
his community and his nation well and ultimately gave his life. It is not often
that we are given an opportunity to mark the life - and tragic death - of a
hometown hero.

Our two cents
A rare opportunity 

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
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those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
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Uxbridge Public
Free Skating Event

Wednesday, March 14, 12:45 - 2:45 p.m.
at the Uxbridge Arena (Pad 2)

Hot chocolate will also be served!
Tel (905) 839-2878

Proud to serve our community!

Jennifer
O’Connell

Member of Parliament

Statue, from page 1

was given before it left for the First
World War, will also be hung near
the site of the statue.

"We look forward to this being a
community celebration and com-
memoration," said MacDonald.
"This statue will last for generations
as a tribute to one of Uxbridge's
greatest citizens."

Wynn Walters told council the
full-sized statue of Col. Sharpe is
now in the process of being cast at
a foundry in Etobicoke. Some
bronze plaques will be attached to

the base of the statue giving a brief
history of Col. Sharpe and display-
ing the names of foundation donors
- those who donated $10,000 or
more to the project - and major
donors. The foundation donors are
the Muir family's Jericho Founda-
tion, the Rotary Club, the Roxy
Theatres and the Township of
Uxbridge.

Noting that the federal govern-
ment had pledged up to $70,000 if
matched by donors, he said that
goal had been met and funds in ex-
cess of the $140,000 would be used
to take care of the statue in future
years.
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I am drowning in my own Canadian-ness at
the moment, and I need to unload a little so
that I can get back to normal. I thought that
I felt as Canadian as one could get when I
lived in Switzerland and people stopped me
for directions, and I helped them, and then
they discovered where my home and native
land was, and got all excited, and I always felt
so proud when this happened (which was
often). But it hit new heights this past week,
what with the Olympics and going to see
“Come From Away” and all. I’m all red and
white, and I’m spent!
First, the Olympics. I am not what one could

call a sports fanatic, by any means. I enjoy the
Blue Jays, and am a band-wagon fan when
they do well before and during the league
play-offs (are they even called play-offs?). I
enjoy football and golf on the TV - Super
Bowl is a great excuse to make a bunch of food
and  veg out on the sofa. Regular football, and
golf, make for great background noise when
napping on a Sunday afternoon. But I digress.
This year, the Olympics really had my entire
family and I almost every evening that we were
home. I discovered that I go ballistic when we
win a gold medal in Men’s Big Air Snowboard-
ing, and that my youngest daughter appar-
ently knows enough about curling to coach a
team (an odd fact, considering none of us
curl...). We looked forward to watching the
CBC every evening, catching up on the day’s
events in Pyeongchang, and watching what-
ever was live at that time. Those Canadian Tire
“We all play for Canada” commercials worked
on me - even though I don’t play, I felt like I
still mattered to the game! I loved it! The
Games closed on the weekend, and the four
of us are bereft.
I even felt indignant when Jocelyne Laroque

of the Canadian women’s hockey team de-
cided to take a suck and not wear her silver
medal after losing gold to Team USA. I sort of
kind of get the disappointment, but her be-
haviour was an embarrassment to her, her
team and her country. Shame on her. The
men’s hockey team handled their bronze
medal win with much more aplomb. Like
Canadians.

Canada did well in these Olympic Games,
and I’m still basking in that glow. I like it. 
Then, to top it off, this past weekend I went

to see the musical that just everyone is talking
about, “Come From Away.” For those not in
the know, it’s a Canadian-written musical
based on the true events that occurred in Gan-

der, Newfoundland on September 11, 2001,
when New York City was attacked, American
airspace was shut down, and dozens of planes
were rerouted to The Rock.
Without writing a whole review, allow me to

gush a little and say that the show is amazing.
Production value-wise, it’s stunning, because
it’s astonishing what the cast and crew have
done with a set that consists of only 12 mis-
matched chairs, two tables and a rotating
stage. It’s a fun, entertaining, tear-inducing,
knee-slapping show, and of course, the entire
Royal Alexander Theatre audience was on its
collective feet at the end of the show. But as I
stood there clapping and cheering as loudly as
anyone else, I wondered to myself, am I giving
a standing ovation for the show, or for the sto-
ries that were told, for the people that were
portrayed on the stage? I quickly realized that
I was maybe 25 per cent applauding the show,
and 75 per cent applauding the Canadians
(Newfoundlanders) that had made the story
happen. And I felt so proud that I was Cana-
dian, too. When discussing the show afterward
with my husband, we came to the conclusion
that although that story could only have hap-
pened in Gander, any town or city in Canada
would likely have done the same thing, and
opened their arms and homes to the world.
That’s just who we are. 
When the applause finally died down and we

began to gather our belongings, I overheard
the young girl that had been sitting behind me
ask her mother “Mommy, what was the New
York incident that they kept talking about?” I
couldn’t help but turn around, wait and watch
for the mom’s response. The girl was only
nine, maybe 10 years old, and certainly wasn’t
around when 9/11 occurred. Sadly (and
oddly), she hadn’t been debriefed by anyone
before she saw a theatrical production whose
main theme was built around the tragic events
of that day. The whole production was likely
lost on her. At first I was a bit miffed that this
poor young thing didn’t know anything about
what happened. But “Come From Away” isn’t
about what happened in America that day. It’s
about how the Canadians reacted to what hap-
pened in America that day. The young girl was
forgiven her blessed ignorance, and my love
for the production that celebrated
Newfies/Canadians (are Canadians allowed to
call people from Newfoundland Newfies?) was
cemented.

It’s a good time to be Canadian. Let’s keep
that momentum rolling, eh?  

None of my family members – as much as
they love me – wanted to consider what I was
saying this week was possible. Certainly, my
friends won’t believe me either. But I was up
in a part of Ontario the weather forecasters
call Huronia. It’s that stretch of the Georgian
Bay shoreline that runs from about Victoria
Harbour to Penetanguishene. Actually, it was
along the Midland, Ont., waterfront. And
when I got there to visit a friend, last Saturday,
I looked at the bay in front of his home and
said we had to walk. 
“It’s my chance to walk on water,” I told him
in fun.

But as we came down to the ice on the bay,
I realized I wasn’t far from the truth. As was
the case across most of Ontario, last weekend,
it was a gorgeous late February day in Mid-
land. Plenty of clear blue sky and bright sun-
shine. And the combination made the glare
off the ice intoxicating. It also played tricks
on our eyes. The translucence of the ice made
it seem as if we really were walking on the
water. We were actually walking with his two
good-sized dogs and as they dug their claws
into the ice and pulled, and we followed in
tow, we went skidding across the ice past
dozens of other strollers, not to mention the
army of people ice-fishing. I was a bit con-
cerned.

“Not to worry,” one fisherman told us. “Ice
is a foot and a half thick here.” And he was
drilling with an auger to prove it.
That was sort of reassuring. But as the dogs

pulled us farther and farther out on the ice of
the bay, I thought, “What if he’s wrong? What
if we find a spot that’s not only clear but
thin?” 
Anyway, such is the atmosphere of this crazy

thaw we’ve experienced lately, not to mention
the mind-set that it also creates. In the past
few days since my walk on the water, I’ve seen
people lobbing baseballs, poking through
their garden sheds, eating ice cream, and, yes,
the really silly dreamers in the crowd strolling
around in T-shirts and shorts. Then, there
were the wackos out there, the ones who really
decided to tempt the weather gods … and
washed their cars. I’m waiting for the other
shoe to drop – a late winter blizzard. We all
know it’ll happen. We just won’t admit it.

So, we’ve been going along blithely all this
week, enjoying a phoney spring. I mean, I
even went to the camping section of the hard-

ware store and bought a new air mattress,
even though my first canoe trip this season is
exactly eight weeks, six hours and 15 minutes
from now. Who’s anxious for spring? Well, a
couple of my grandkids certainly are. They’re
visiting from the city. And one morning this
week, the boys donned their Wellies and – still
in their pyjamas – dashed out into the snow-
less backyard, set up their soccer nets and
began imagining a Premier League football
match at between Man United and Liverpool.
I can still hear their laughter as they booted
their soccer ball through the mud, yes, in their
boots and jammies. Hope springs eternal
when you’re a kid, the morning sun is warm-
ing the air out of season, and last fall’s tired
old soccer gear is beckoning.
I know it’s a horrible analogy, but it’s the his-

torian in me. There was a period in 1940 –
about eight months in the Second World War
– when both sides were waiting for the other
to break from a jog into a full dash toward the
other. The Germans had invaded Poland. The
British Royal Air Force had engaged in dog-
fights over France. The Soviets had attacked
Finland. But there were no major artillery and
infantry engagements along the traditional
Western Front. Churchill called it the “Twi-
light War.” And a U.S. Senator apparently
coined the phrase, “Phoney War.”
That’s the way I’ve been feeling all week. I’ve

been tempting fate with my walks on Geor-
gian Bay ice, watching my grandkids play soc-
cer in their pyjamas, and even driving around
in shirt sleeves. On Tuesday, while all this
spring mania was making us crazy in the
streets, my wife asked me to stop by the gro-
cery store. And I – like the fate-tempting car
washers out there – decided not to wear a
jacket, nor roll up my car window for the
drive. (You know what’s going to happen,
don’t you.) I passed another car with a driver
who was equally exuberant, and I got the
worst of a puddle we both drove through
straight in my window. 

It was almost worth it, though, just for the
chance to feel that phoney spring air on my
face. Then, I ran into a friend at the store. We
both looked skyward, smiled and shrugged.
“It’s Canada, eh!” she said. “In February!”

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Phoney spring

RED ALERT DEALS AT CANADIAN TIRE UXBRIDGE!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

SAVE
55%off
regular price!

SAVE
70%off
regular price!

SAVE
50%off
regular price! Reg. $14.99

10 pack 

All Purpose 
Microfibre Cloth 

$674ONLY
pkg.

42-8940Reg. $11.99

63L 

Nesting
Tote 

$599ONLY
each

42-4608Reg. $49.99

6 outlet 

Power Bar
with USB 

$1299ONLY
each

52-7539

A Blonde Moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Red, white and not at all blue
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THIS WEEK
Thurs., March 1: Trinity United
Church UCW lunch with guest

speaker Don Simmonds. 12 noon.
Open to men & women. Each year, Sim-
monds takes the U.S.S. hockey team to

play with First Nation in Northern On-
tario. Call Cindy at 905-852-6213 to re-
serve a spot.
Fri., March 2: World Day of
Prayer. 1:30 p.m. St. Paul's Anglican
Church. A global ecumenical movement
led by Christian women who welcome all
to join in prayer & action for peace & jus-
tice on every first Friday of March and
throughout the year. 905-852-7016 or
visit stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Sat., March 3: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs
please.  Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Be prepared for winter conditions. Meet
at road side parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Sun., March 4: Music Fest at
Reachview Village, 10 - 11:15 a.m.
Now in our 26th year! All most welcome!
For more info please call jo 905-852-
6487.
Sun., March 4: The Gospel Accord-
ing to Mark - Dramatic Reading
by Kenneth Welsh. St. Paul's Angli-
can Church, 3 p.m. Cost: a donation to
support local work. For information visit
stpauls-uxbridge.ca or call 905-852-
7016.
Sun., March 4: Durham West 4-H

Sign-Up Rally. Sunderland Memorial
Arena, 6 - 8 p.m. For more information
call 705-341-6250.

NEXT WEEK
Sat., March 10: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 5+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. You might
need snowshoes or icers. Meet at the
roadside parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.

21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

UPCOMING
Mon., March 19: Keeping it
Green, Keeping it Beautiful. Join the
Claremont Garden Club for a presenta-
tion by Sean James, an eco-consultant,
garden designer & teacher. Refreshments
start 7:10 p.m., meeting at 7:30, Clare-
mont United Church. Visit claremontgar-
denclub.ca for further details. Free for
members, $5 for guests. 
Thurs., March 22: Lunch 'n Learn,
St. Paul's Anglican Church, noon - 2 p.m.
Doctor of Audiology Shira Miller will
present & answer questions about what
happens to your hearing as you age.
Pay-what-you-can lunch catered by St.
Paul's Take-A-Break and Anglican Church
Women groups. Call 905-852-7016 to

reserve a seat. 
Sat., March 24: Uxbridge Lions
Annual Pancake Breakfast. 7:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Uxbridge Arena Ban-
quet Hall. Serving freshly made pancakes
with real maple syrup, bacon &
sausages. Gluten-free option is available
upon request. Cost - donation, all pro-
ceeds support local community projects. 

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion Open Mic. Every
Sunday Afternoon from 2 - 5 p.m. Every-
one is welcome. All styles of music are
encouraged. For more, call 647-428-
7760.
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753
COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

GOVERNMENT REBATE AVAILABLE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

It is with great sadness that we share the passing of Jim Wood. His
presence, calm demeanor, boisterous laughter, humor and his endless love will
be greatly missed by Lorraine his wife of 51 years, his children Angela (Bob),
JeC (Connie), and Julie (Rick). His 6 grandsons and 1 great-grandson were
his pride and joy: Cole, Chase & Alexander Macgregor, Austin & Nathan
Wood, Carter & Trenton Turnbull. 

Jim always thought of his family Drst, and he fought hard for 7 months
to stay with us.  

Pre-deceased by his parents William John (Bill) Wood & Elsie
Margarite Wood, sisters Joyce and Linda & father-in Law Mel Smith. Always
admired and loved by his mother-in-Law Isabelle Smith. Brother to Gwen,
Tisha, Shirley, Bev, Doug, Donna, Rob & Michael, brother-in-law to Gary,
Merv & Gwen Smith. 

Jim had many successes in life, his 35-year career in real estate, a deep
connection with his family, a successful round of golf one day and not so
much the next. Jim served on the Uxbridge Fire Department for 17 years, was
involved in numerous clubs and always took pride in his community. 
His greatest strength was the ability to connect with others.  He was a mentor
and a best friend, known to many as “Woody.” Always wanting to help, he
would do so quietly, often anonymously. 

A special thanks to his siblings: Mike & Sue Wood, Donna & Frank
van Veghel, Gwen & Len Glover and Tisha Jones. Eank you to Dr. Brian St.
John and the many nurses & doctors at Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. To the
Markham StouCville Hospital (3E) doctors, nurses, PSWs & support staC
that showed compassion & dignity towards Jim. Eey embraced his sense of
humor and many became his friends. 

Jim requested that his family, friends and colleagues gather in the late
spring to celebrate his life, in his words: “If you could all attend ……that
would be pretty perfect”. CHEERIO!

For those who wish, memorial donations can be made to the Jennifer
Ashleigh Children’s Charity www.jenash.org by mail: Jennifer Ashleigh
Children’s Charity 10800 Concession 5,Uxbridge, ON L9P 1R1

Online condolences may be shared at www.waggfuneralhome.com

William
James (Jim)

Charles
Wood

Aug. 2, 1946 ~
Feb.21, 2018

Lauren Orr
RMT, BA

Uxbridge Location
Wednesdays and Fridays at
Ziba’s Spa
36 Ash Street, Uxbridge

Port Perry Location
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays at 
Astoria Day Spa
166 Water Street Port Perry

647-537-8687
Lauren.Orr.RMT@gmail.com

20% off 
all Massage Therapy 
Treatments for both 
new and returning 

clients.

Valid March 1-31, 2018

by Shelagh Fitz

Back in the 1980s Trivial Pursuit
took the world by storm and proved
an excellent outlet for those individ-
uals with minds housing untold bits
of useless information. Well, there is
a new game in town for the trivia
buff. On Tuesday evenings from 7 to
9 p.m. at the Second Wedge Brewing
Company, PubStumpers trivia is all
the rage! It is a thinking man’s Trivial
Pursuit. The trivia league has been a
popular addition to the local micro-
brewery’s winter time entertainment.
It runs until April 3. 

There is nothing trivial about the
PubStumpers material - they have
been known to completely stump the
assembled teams.

“The questions are often long and
complex,” says Second Wedge co-
owner, Joanne Richter. “When the
whole room is stumped by a question
there’s that collective groan upon
finding out that Hawaii is the only

State that has a British ensign as part
of its flag,” says Elaine deBlicquy
member of team Trivial Drinkers.
“The high scores are typically in the
low to mid 60s out of 100,” says de-
Blicquy “although we won once with
a 59.”  

“Multigenerational teams seem to
excel,” says Richter, “especially in the
music round.” 

“The music section is great fun,”
says deBlicquy, “and super difficult.”
From a tiny sound clue you have to
figure out both song title and artist.
All eras and genres are represented.  

“If you get more than 10 out of 20
on this section you are doing very
well,” says deBlicquy. 
Prospective players need to assemble

their teams (as least four players are
recommended), pick a catchy name,
and sign up on site. And be prepared
to be challenged. 

At present, there are 11 teams
signed up with about 10 participat-
ing on any given Tuesday. The event

is live-hosted by Richter. The pro-
gram was adopted after a customer
suggested it in the fall. 

“We looked into it and it seemed
like a great fit for us and our cus-
tomers,” says Richter. 

While it is not too late to sign up,
Richter cautions that they have been
running close to the facility’s capac-
ity. The program is offered on a first
come, first served basis so teams
should get there early. 
The spirit of the event is relaxed and

casual but there exists a friendly ri-
valry between established teams. 
“It is interesting to find out the dif-

ferent strengths and weaknesses of a
group of an obviously different gen-
eration, whether older or younger,”
says deBlicquy. 

“There is always lots of laughter,”
says Richter. 
The Second Wedge Brewing Co. is

located at 14 Victoria St. N., in
Uxbridge. 

Local brewery asks tough questions, leaving many stumped
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SERVICES
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis
by Karen. Call for a free consultation 905-985-
9085.   3/1
OLE’ HANDYMAN.  Electrical & plumbing.
Licensed, insured & guaranteed. Big or small.
Waterproofing + mould. Also, emergency tree
service. 45 years experience. Senior discount.
Book now! 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell)  3/1
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. 416-274-6765
3/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners
have trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for
her reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services/Dog Walking,/Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services…
call or text 905-852-8525…follow us on

Instagram -HomeWatchUxbridge   3/29
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
3/29  
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145.  5/31
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!    3/29

FOR SALE
QUEEN SIZE BOX SPRING & MATTRESS.
Like new, always had protective cover. Top of
Line Kingsbrown. Was over $1,800. Asking
$600. 416-948-3286.   3/1
HORSE HAY: small square bales. First cut.
Local delivery available. 905-852-3981.
Evenings best.   3/1

EVENTS
STEAMS, BATHS & KITCHEN REMEDIES.
Free seminar at Richters Herbs, Goodwood.
Join Diane Tait, Sun., March 4, 2 - 3 p.m.
Everyone welcome. Go to
www.richters.com/events for more information
or call 905-640-6677. 
OLD FRIENDS’ BIRTHDAY CONCERT!
Lynn McDonald presents an evening of
celebration with friends Dave Restivo & Jim
Vivian. Sunday, March 11, 7 p.m. (doors open
at 6:30), Church of the Ascension, 266 North
St., Port Perry. $25, cash only, available at Eco
Port in Port Perry; Presents in Uxbridge.   3/8 

TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH 
We welcome all families to join our Church
Family on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. Sunday
School for kindergarten to grade 6 and Senior
Sunday School ages 13 to 20. Come for
Fellowship & Companionship.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“I will take away your stubborn
heart and give you a new heart
and a desire to be faithful. You
will have only pure thoughts.”  

Ezekiel 36:26

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

One Year
Anniversary Sale

Celebration!
Sat., March 3  

Every purchase receives a 
ballot for a draw & a 

scratch ticket - receive

10 - 50% off
or win your entire purchase!  Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR EASTER - 
IT’S ONLY A MONTH AWAY!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

IT’S COLD OUT
THERE! 

Book your cold weather
servicing now!

Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Michelle Maynard
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

3+2 bdrm
bungalow,
3 bath,

finished w/o
basement,

fully renovated,
quartz counters,
vaulted ceiling,
multiple w/o's,
backs onto
green space

FO
R
SA
LE

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

3 bedrooms, 
3 baths

backing onto
conservation

lands
$1,098,000

EX
CL
US
IVE

LIS
TIN
G

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Thinking Of
Moving?

Call Dale Today
For Your

Complimentary
And

Confidential
Property Market
Evaluation.

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Janet Green, Sales Representative
www.JanetGreen.ca
Cell: 905-439-1799

97 acres high
& dry,

4 bd century
home,
60 acres
workable,
30 acres
hardwood,
close to hwy

407

GO
RG
EO
US

VIE
WS

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.ChrisLarmer.com
Cell: 416-500-6377

Thinking Of
Selling?

Please call me 
for a

complimentary 
Comparative

Market
Analysis 

of your home. 

FR
EE

CM
A

BU
YE
RS

NE
ED
ED

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative
www.HouseandHomeGTA.com

Cell: 416-803-7556

Well situated.
Main floor condo.
2 bedroom +
sitting room.

Walk to hospital,
shopping.

Underground
parking.

Ensuite laundry.

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

Now looking for
a Place 
to Grace 

this Space.
Could it be
Yours?

Please call me
for a Free

Comparative
Market Analysis
of your Home

SO
LD

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

Cell: 905-903-7965

2 storey,
5 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms,
wood and gas
fireplace,
large

family room

FO
R
SA
LE

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.BecomeARealtor.ca

75 Brock Street West,
Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

4 +1  bedrooms,
5 bathrooms,
2 storey,

4-car garage,
10ft basement,
gourmet kitchen,

pot lights
throughout,

hardwood floors.

FO
R
SA
LE

If you're
interested in
learning more
about
Coldwell
Banker,
contact
Gerald to 
set up a
confidential
meeting. 
905-852-4338


