
AND SO IT BEGINS - A work crew excavated a small portion of sidewalk on Brock Street on Monday morning, gathering information that will be needed for upcoming
culvert construction. Crew and engineers dug two holes, trying to establish where footings for various buildings were, along with locating utility lines, including a Bell fibre
optic line. For more on the culvert project, see story on this page. Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Culvert project
starts exploration

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

If you live anywhere within the BIA boundaries
of Uxbridge, you may well be reading this just
as a new banner extolling the benefits of the
town is being installed on a lamppost near you.
The Uxbridge BIA is installing new, colourful
banners throughout the downtown and along
Toronto Street South. 
“That’s part of the reason the Christmas ban-

ners are still up,” explains BIA business facili-
tator Elaine Leigh. “We were just working on
these new banners, and now they’re ready to
go!”

The new banners consist of four distinct
themes - Shop, Explore, Unwind, and Savour.
These themes are similar to those used in pre-
vious BIA advertising - Shop, Relax, Explore,

and Dine. The new banners, created in four vi-
brant jewel-toned colours, one for each theme,
capture many different aspects of each of the
themes - a challenge for the designer of the
banners, local illustrator Tracy Walker.
“Given that we’re the Trail Capital of Canada,

I really wanted to try and incorporate that vi-
sual consistency to all the banners,” explains
Walker. “We incorporated some of the history
of Uxbridge into each banner to connect the
past to all the great things going on now.” 

For example, the green Explore banner, pic-
tured on page 2, features the witch’s hat of the
train station, along with a bike and trees. The
pink Shop banner sports the clock tower of the
library; the blue Unwind banner has lots going
on, with the facade of the Music Hall presiding
over a steaming mug of coffee, which sits aside

an open book - references to the many places
available to just sit and “unwind.” Finally, a vi-
brant orange banner features a farm tractor and
fresh fruit, with a knife and fork just off to the
side. 

“That’s meant to really bring out the local
farm to table movement that is really becoming
popular now,” says Walker.

This isn’t the first time Tracy Walker’s work
has been seen around town. She was instru-
mental in designing some local merchants’
logos and iconography, all of which connect the
business and merchandise to the trails.

“I think it does give an identity to the town,
it’s sort of a branding, I guess,” says Walker.
She also designed the Healthy Kids signposts

...continued on page 2

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge residents have been given the
smallest example of what is to come with the
construction of a new culvert under Brock
Street West: a small patch of sidewalk was
dug up on Monday and will remain as a
patch of gravel until the construction is com-
pleted.

A work crew excavated the small patch in
front of the former home of the Uxbridge
Youth Centre to give engineers an idea of the
foundation of the building and also to locate
some utilities. An engineer at the site said the
concrete sidewalks will not be replaced, but
will be filled with gravel.

When the culvert construction begins in
earnest, scheduled for some time in July,
pedestrians will face far more than a small
patch of gravel hindering them.

However, the township says access to all
businesses in the downtown retail sector will
be maintained throughout the course of the
project, expected to take at least a year. At
least one Brock Street sidewalk will remain
open at all times. Motorized traffic, on the
other hand, will not be able to travel along
the street for several months. As for the im-
pact on parking, the township says it is plan-
ning to provide alternative parking
arrangements. A good part of the main mu-
nicipal parking lot on the north side of Brock
Street will be affected by the construction, as
will a number of parking spaces on Brock
Street.

e culvert carries the Uxbridge Brook 22
feet below Brock Street. e current culvert,
200 metres in length, is deteriorating and
cannot handle capacity requirements, partic-
ularly in the event of a severe storm. Installa-
tion of a new culvert - a $10-million project
- will see a new two-channel culvert installed,
running north from the edge of Centennial
Park and emerging at the north end of the
municipal parking lot on the north side of 

...continued on page 2

New BIA banners link historic Uxbridge to trails and trends

• well maintained 4 bedroom Family Home
• updated Kitchen
• hardwood throughout 
• 3 updated Bathrooms
• mature fenced yard with 

large deck
• 26 Enzo Cres

$759,900

TESTA HOME - LARGE PRIVATE LOT. 
QUIET SAFE STREET.

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY, MARCH 17
1 - 3 pm. ALL WELCOME

Hosted by: Marie Persaud. 140 Reach Street, Uxbridge. 3+3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,. Huge 53’ x 283’ lot. Fenced back 
yard. Detached garage with hydro. Side entrance to basement.

Direct:
905-439-2033

www.ComFLEX.ca

Patrick Bryant
Broker of Record 
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e Springtide Music Festival has
announced that the Ontario folk-
pop collective Great Lake Swimmers
will take top spot on the roster of a

two-day celebration of music and
community in downtown Uxbridge.
e Festival, set for Friday, April 20,
and Saturday, April 21, is promising

more than 50 bands in a variety of
venues, from restaurants to a book-
store to an outdoor stage in a brew-
ery beer garden.

Other confirmed acts include:
Julien Kelland, Tim Bastmeyer,
Sarah Fazackerley, e Beresfords,
Robyn Ottolini, Goodnight Sunrise,
and Kingdom of Birds.

Festival co-chair Tania Joy Senior
says, “ere’s so much amazing local
talent, and we’re excited to see them
share stages with Great Lake Swim-
mers and other Canadian greats like
Julian Taylor, Charles Spearin and
Lindy Vopnord.”

Artist submissions remain open
until March 16; submissions will
continue to be reviewed in the com-
ing weeks.

For more on the complete lineup,
and to learn more about this new fes-
tival, visit thecosmos.ca
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

SARAH KUYPERS (ELSON)

Dale Hickey of Ron Noble Insurance is pleased to announce that SARAH
KUYPERS (ELSON) has successfully passed the qualifying exam and
obtained her RIBO license.  Congratulations to Sarah who has been with
us for 2 years. I am also pleased to announce that GILLIAN (GILL)
HUDSON has joined the Ron Noble Insurance team.  Gill has been in
the insurance industry for the past 11 years. We are very proud to have
both of these talented individuals in our o6ce.  

Sarah and Gill will welcome your calls regarding all lines of insurance
including home, automobile, commercial and recreational vehicles.   

Sarah and Gill can be reached at skuypers@rnobleins.com and
ghudson@rnobleins.com or by phone at 905-852-3309 or toll free at 
1-800-263-2005 or via our website www.ronnobleinsurance.com

Our o:ce is conveniently located at 2 Elgin Park Drive, Unit E ,
Uxbridge, Ontario in the Rexall Plaza. 

We are proud to be partnered with 7e Commonwell Mutual (formerly
Farmers Mutual), Aviva,  Peel Mutual, Guarantee Company of North
America, Intact, Economical, Gore Mutual, Coachman/SGI Insurance,
Travelers Chieftain, Wawanesa,  and other Group and Specialty Insurers.  

New products o8ered by Ron Noble Insurance:  CAA  Insurance
(membership not required) and proudly supporting ;e Harley-
Davidson Motorcycle Insurance Program speci9cally geared for 
Harley Davidson owners and enthusiasts!

GILLIAN (GILL) HUDSON

Over 3,000 sq.ft. of finished living space. 
4 Bedrooms.

2 gazebos, 2 garden sheds.
Inground sprinklers. Pond and waterfall.

1.5 acres. Fully fenced.

WES
WILSON
Sales Representative

Hall of Fame
ICI & Residential 

Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage
Bus (905) 764 6000 
Cell (416) 918 9225

We love
RUFFerals!

Halle Berry
&

Angelina Jolie

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2 T0 5
4 GOOSEBERRY LANE, UXBRIDGE

Culvert, from page 1

Brock.
Studies have shown that, with the

current culvert, the downtown area
could be under as much as five feet
of water if a storm similar in severity
to Hurricane Hazel were to hit the
township. e township says the new
culvert also will greatly reduce the
flood plain area in the downtown.

e construction will also involve
destruction: the tearing down of  34
and 36 Brock Street West, where the
youth centre and Uxbridge Shoe Re-
pair were housed. e youth centre
moved into new quarters at the sen-
iors’ centre earlier this month, and
the shoe shop has moved to the cor-
ner of Brock Street and Toronto
Street. When the culvert construc-
tion is finished, the buildings will be
replaced.
However, no beautification of that

portion of Brock Street is planned as
part of the culvert project. e town-
ship says a beautification study is
planned for 2019, if such a study is
approved for the budget.
Tendering for the construction con-

tract will take place between April
and June, with actual work scheduled
to begin in July. Given the amount
of time the project is expected to last,
it is not yet known how the construc-
tion will affect the annual Remem-
brance Day Parade and the Santa
Claus Parade.

Banners, from page 1

which are located in the Countryside
Preserve, the Tourism Ambassador
logo, and Studio Tour logo. She has
designed stamps for Canada Post
(most notably for the Year of the
Rabbit in 2011) and fragrance boxes
for international design house Prada. 

Elaine Leigh says the BIA board is
very excited about the new banners.
“Oh, they are fresh, and new, and
trendy - they’re wonderful!” she ex-
claims.

If all goes according to plan, the
banners will start going up this week.   

Remember the 80s when both your hair
and your car were big, and gasoline was
much cheaper? Relive those days at the
Music Hall on March 22, where the music of
Abba, Cher and Paul McCartney will take
you back.
Abbamania, the premier Abba tribute

band since 1999, will perform many Abba
favourites. This all-Canadian cast is the
largest production of Abba in the world and
is the only production to perform twice for
the cast of Mamma Mia.
Sharing the stage will be tribute artists for
Cher and Paul McCartney. 
Tickets for this flashback of an evening are
available at Sugar FX, starticketing.com and
there might even be a few left at the door.

Downtown festival reveals headliner and artist lineup
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by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Mental health and wellness is slowly emerging
from the shadows of “things not talked about,”
and this growing awareness is creating a demand
for mental health support workers and volun-
teers. Community Care Durham is experienc-
ing this demand firsthand in its COPE
Program. e COPE (Creating Opportunities
for Personal Excellence) Mental Health Program
in Brock, Scugog and Uxbridge is urgently look-
ing for volunteers to help facilitate a variety of
support groups. Among these are groups which
address depression, anxiety, coping and well-
ness, and social recreation.   

As COPE Manager Kathleen Wells, explains,
“COPE relies on the good will of volunteers to
keep our mental health programs running.
ankfully, the stigma around mental illness is
slowly dissipating, but that means the need for
mental health sup-
ports and volunteers
is rising.”

e COPE Pro-
gram is a free service
which supports any-
one 16 and older
who has emotional
and/or mental
health concerns.
With the support of
volunteers, COPE
clients are able to
learn, develop, and
maintain skills while
improving ways to
cope and manage.  

In a call for volun-
teers, Community
Care Durham asks:
“Do you have a pas-
sion for mental
health? Are you a
good listener? If you
are a compassionate,
patient and outgo-
ing person who gets
along well with oth-
ers, this is a great
opportunity for
you!”

It goes on to ex-
plain that volunteers
work together to
provide a safe, sup-
portive environ-
ment where clients
can have open dis-
cussion, and receive
emotional support
and coping skills to
help them through
everyday living. An
extensive manda-
tory 12-week train-
ing program in
“Mental Health
Fundamentals and
Group Facilitation”
is offered only three
times a year on
ursday evenings,
and the next round
of training begins in
early April.  Com-
munity Care
Durham asks that
volunteers be able to

dedicate themselves to at least a one-year com-
mitment.     

“is ‘people helping people’ concept is most
rewarding and life-changing for everyone in-
volved,” says Wells. “Nothing compares to the
feeling of being a volunteer at a time when the
need is so real. Our volunteers provide a truly
invaluable service to our client.” 
Community Care Durham is dedicated to sup-

porting more than 12,000 adult clients and
their caregivers, with needs relating to aging,
physical and/or mental health. It provides a
broad range of services that support clients’ in-
dependence, health and quality of life. It also
helps people live in their own homes and in
their own communities.

To apply for the next round of training in
April, visit communitycaredurham.on.ca/volun-
teer/ 

April 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 at 7:30 pm
April 7, 8 & 14 at 2:00 pm

Uxbridge Music Hall
Produced by Cheryl Atwood
Directed by Jonathon Keith

Tickets available online 
onstageuxbridge.com 

starticketing.com
Presented by special agreement with Samuel French, Inc., 2018

A Mystery-Comedy by Fred Carmichael

Stressed Out at Tax Time?

Brett Rushlow, CPA CMA

Most Personal Returns Completed in 1 hour
3 - 4 weeks for
corporate returns

• Special rates for Seniors and Students
• E-file
• Small Business
• Personal Tax Returns

rushlowbrett@gmail.com
905-985-7431

This year I’m using
Brett Rushlow

for my tax return!

Volunteers sought to help others COPE
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I would like to make correction to
the “Letters to the Editor” that ap-
peared in last week’s edition of the
Cosmos, written by Bev Northeast.

On April 2, 2012, the TD Bank
property at the northwest corner of
Toronto Street South and Elgin Park
Drive went through a site specific
Official Plan Amendment and Zon-
ing By-law amendment. This piece of
land was originally zoned “Special
Purpose Commercial Exception No.
26,” which did not permit a stand
alone bank.

At the public meeting, Hugh
Handy, representing the owner of the
lands, Elgin Park Toronto Develop-
ments Ltd., responded to a question
presented by former Councillor
Northeast, who asked “If the pro-
posed development had any inten-
tion of incorporating residential
development?”, to which he replied
“the proposed development does not
have any intend for residential devel-
opment or further expansion.”

Councillor Ballinger also ques-
tioned the applicant, asking if the ex-
isting TD Bank branch would
remain open. The response given to
Councillor Ballinger, along with
members of council, was “TD Bank
is committed to keeping the existing
TD Bank branch on the corner of
Brock Street and Main Street open,”
indicating that there was a sufficient
market in Uxbridge for two TD
Bank branches.

Former Councillor Northeast re-
quested a recorded vote, which saw
Councillors Mikuse, Mantle, Highet,
Ballinger and myself supporting the
application, and Councillors North-
east and Molloy voting against the
motion.
Much has happened in the business

world since 2012, and we have seen
many banks close. These closings are
business decisions that the financial
institutions as making. I am person-
ally sad to see TD Bank vacate its

original site, however the Township
of Uxbridge Council has no role to
play in these decisions.   

Gerri Lynn O’Connor
Mayor

Township of Uxbridge

Regarding your column criticizing
the notion of lowering the voting age
to 16 (“A Blonde Moment, March 8
edition): I respectfully disagree! I
think it's a long overdue and thor-
oughly sensible idea.  
I have known many 16- and 17-year

olds who are more interested, more
knowledgeable and more passionate
about politics and public policy than
many middle-aged voters, a sizeable
percentage of whom can't even be
bothered to vote most of the time.
We trust our kids to drive at 16 with
all the rules and responsibilities that
entails. Why on earth would you
think they can't master the concepts
raised during and between election
campaigns? Especially when many of
the issues affect their lives and their
futures directly. You think 80 and
90-year olds have a greater stake in
the future than a 16-year old? That
climate change, school policies and
funding, and healthcare don't have a
huge impact on 16- and 17-year
olds? You think they don't care about
how high school curricula are set or
how universities are managed?
Whether or not there's good avail-
able childcare? Whether they'll ever
be able to buy a house? Of course
they do, and they should! 

Did you know the Scottish inde-
pendence referendum included vot-
ers aged 16 and 17? Turns out they
played a significant role in defeating
the proposal. And have you consid-
ered this: that many 16- and 17-year
olds work and pay taxes. Almost 250
years ago a revolution was fought
south of the border on the principle:
no taxation without representation.
Withholding their franchise because

of immaturity and ignorance or vul-
nerability to coercion doesn't wash
either: these issues aren't age-specific.
Seniors wield immense power by
virtue of their numbers and wealth.
Who stands up for the children? I say
lower the voting age! 

Do I think all of them would avail
themselves of the opportunity?
Nope. But let's face it, most of the
time more than a third of us who al-
ready have the vote don't participate.
I think the sooner we involve young
people in how our town, province
and country are run, the better off
we'll all be.

Chris Clark
Siloam

Re: “A Blonde Moment-Leave the
voting to the big kids” (March 8
issue) I'm not surprised a Liberal
MPP (Arthur Potts) would want to
lower the voting age to 16. ere's
potentially thousands of new, low in-
formation voters that the Liberals
could harvest. One need only look at
the last federal election to see how
the Liberals like to entice youth to
get out and support  their agenda.
And if any one doubts that offering
to legalize marijuana did not play a
major role in getting the federal Lib-
erals an election win, may I suggest a
five minute conversation with any
18-year old voter in 2015. Somehow
I don't think talk of balanced budg-
ets, smaller government or lower
taxes played much of a role in their
election choice. 
In my opinion, suggesting now that

we lower the voting age to 16-year
olds is completely asinine. Many
adults do not have the first clue about
what our politicians are up to, or
what's going on in the world around
them, and this MPP thinks someone
at 16 could follow, or even wish to
follow important decisions facing the
province/country and who would be 

...continued on page 6

Letters to the Editor

It’s March Break, and practically everyone is on holiday of some sort, includ-
ing those of us who are still in town but have mentally shut down. We don’t
feel like going on about Doug Ford (we’ll leave that for Roger Varley’s col-
umn) so we thought we’d avail you, dear reader, of a little trivia to match the
day. Enjoy the rest of whatever kind of break you may have!
This day in history - March 15, also known as the Ides of March.
1. The assassination of Julius Caesar occurred 44 B.C. Conspirators, led
by Marcus Junius Brutus, stabbed dictator-for-life Julius Caesar 23 times be-
fore the Roman senate. Caesar was 55.
2. There was a raid on Southern England in 1360. A French raiding party
began a 48-hour spree of rape, pillage and murder in southern England. King
Edward III interrupted his own pillaging spree in France to launch reprisals
when he discovered that the French be just as horrid in his realm as he was
in France. 
3. A Samoan Cyclone struck in 1889. A cyclone wrecked six warships -
three U.S., three German - in the harbor at Apia, Samoa, leaving more than
200 sailors dead. Although a tragedy in itself, the ships represented each na-
tion’s show of force in a competition to see who would annex the Samoan is-
lands; the disaster averted a likely war.
4. Czar Nicholas II abdicated the Russian throne in 1917. Czar Nicholas
II of Russia signed his abdication papers, ending a 304-year old royal dynasty
and ushering in Bolshevik rule. He and his family were taken captive and, in
July 1918, executed before a firing squad.
5. Germany moved in to occupy Czechoslovakia in 1939. Just six months
after Czechoslovak leaders ceded the Sudetenland, Nazi troops seized the
provinces of Bohemia and Moravia, effectively wiping Czechoslovakia off the
map.
6. There was a deadly blizzard on the Great Plains in 1941. A Saturday-
night blizzard struck the northern Great Plains, leaving at least 60 people
dead in North Dakota and Minnesota and six more in Manitoba and
Saskatchewan. 
7. A world record for a rainfall was set in 1952. Rain fell on the Indian
Ocean island of La Réunion - and kept falling, hard enough to register the
world’s most voluminous 24-hour rainfall: 73.62 inches.
8. CBS cancelled the “Ed Sullivan Show” in 1971.Word leaked that CBS-
TV was canceling “The Ed Sullivan Show” after 23 years on the network,
which also dumped Red Skelton and Jackie Gleason in the preceding month.
A generation mourned.
9. First reference to a disappearing ozone layer in 1988. NASA reported
that the ozone layer over the northern hemisphere was being depleted three
times faster than predicted.
10. A new global health scare erupted in 2003. After accumulating reports
of a mysterious respiratory disease afflicting patients and healthcare workers
in China, Vietnam, Hong Kong, Singapore and Canada, the World Health
Organization issued a heightened global health alert. The disease - SARS
(Sudden Acute Respiratory Syndrome). 

Beware the Ides of March, indeed. 
Thanks to smithsonianmag.com/history/top-ten-reasons-to-beware-the-ides-of-

march-8664107/#b0OpT51SFbqCsyI3.99 for this entertaining list.

Our two cents
Oh, the Ides of March

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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And so it begins, Ontario's version of the
clown show down that resulted in the elec-
tion of Donald Trump as president of the
Disjointed States of America.
On the face of it, the provincial general elec-

tion features almost the exact same scenario
as faced American voters: a completely un-
qualified, buffoonish, overweight business-
man going up against a scandal-plagued
woman, who has lots of government experi-
ence but now is considered by many to be
un-electable. And the third party is practically
invisible.

There are other similarities. Doug Ford
emerged as the new leader of the Progressive
Conservative party after a series of mud-sling-
ing debates with other candidates for the job.
Admittedly, his opponents were not as down-
right imbecilic as those faced by Trump, but,
just like Trump, his bluster carried the day.

Supposedly, this bluster makes him a man
of the people, giving him a populist appeal.
"I think he is charismatic, he is caring, he just
has this energy about him that attracts differ-
ent walks of life to him," the CBC quotes a
member of Windsor University's Conserva-
tive club. "No matter what you think about
him he is going to draw some form of reac-
tion."

He's going to draw some for of reaction?
You can say that about Trump every day: it
doesn't make him the right person for the
job.
And just as the Republican Party found itself

in disarray when faced with the prospect of
Trump carrying its banner in an election, so
did the Ontario PCs flounder in their inept
handling of the leadership campaign. The
vote apparently was so close between Ford
and Christine Elliott that the result came out
after extensive backroom meetings. Any out-
come resulting from closed-door, backroom
meetings is suspicious. Despite all the talk
about Ford's populist appeal and his com-
mon man approach, backroom deals tell me
it's just politics as usual.

And there is another similarity, this one a
little more disturbing. Already I have found
on my Facebook page an ad from something
called Ontario Proud, which solicits dona-
tions to pay for the airing of an anti-Kathleen
Wynne commercial. This group was started
by a former Conservative staffer who also
worked at Sun News Network. That should

tell you a lot, but Ontario Proud will tell you
even more. They will tell you what candidate
in your riding has the best chance of defeat-
ing whoever is running for the Liberals and
urge you to vote for that person. They are not
interested in electing a government: they are
only interesting in unseating a government.

I make no bones about who I'm voting for
or who I am not voting for - (you might recall
my recent column which said I'm going to sit
out this election) - but to the best of my rec-
ollection I have never attempted to tell any-
one else how they should vote. You see, I have
this weird notion that it is up to each indi-
vidual voter to gain as much information as
he or she deems necessary in order to cast an
informed ballot or at least vote for someone
who's for something rather than against
something. That information can be readily
accessed from a number of different sources:
campaign literature, all-candidates meetings,
a wide variety of main stream media in order
to filter out the biases and even by actually
talking to the candidates themselves. It might
take a little work, but if you think your vote
is important, then it’s worth a bit of effort. If
your vote can be influenced by a post on
Facebook, then it can just as easily be influ-
enced by a drunk at a bar and isn't worth spit.

You shouldn't let anyone influence your
vote unless it's the candidates or political par-
ties themselves. Don't listen to the teachers'
union or the nurses' union or the chamber of
commerce or any number of other self-inter-
est groups. They only want an outcome that
will benefit them. Some, of course, we look
on with sympathy: who doesn't think nurses
deserve better wages and working conditions?
But at the end of the day, they all have an
agenda. Read and watch main stream media,
but be sure you know the difference between
news reporting and opinion. Opinion writers
can, in some instances, help you understand
what's going on, but in the end they are just
opinion pieces.
It seems to me it's hard enough trying to de-

cide who is the candidate most worthy of
your vote without having complete strangers
popping up on your Facebook page trying to
make that decision for you.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It brought a smile to my face. It made me
prouder than I’ve felt about being a Canadian
in a while. Although, I think we all might have
felt better about the entire episode, had Ottawa
considered making such a decision years ago.
But there it was, the image of Viola Desmond
on the $10 bill. And when I saw her story in
the news, I thought the comment from the
Governor of the Bank of Canada was entirely
appropriate.

“It was long past time for a bank note to fea-
ture an iconic Canadian woman,” Stephen
Poloz told reporters last Friday.

In case you missed the story, in the fall of
1946, when this country was as racist as any,
Viola Desmond committed an act of civil dis-
obedience. On a business trip to New Glasgow,
Nova Scotia, to sell some of her beauty salon
products, her car broke down; she had to wait
for the repairs and so stopped by the Roseland
Film Theatre to watch a movie. She paid for
her ticket and, in order to be closer to the
screen, sat in a seat on the main floor, which
she didn’t realize was reserved for “whites only.”
She refused to move, was escorted from the the-
atre, and later convicted of evading the extra
one-cent tax charged for those seats on the
main floor. She paid the fine of $20, but ap-
pealed the conviction; her legal advisors pre-
sented the case as a financial issue, not a racial
one, and she lost the appeal. Despite becoming
the subject of a documentary, being featured
on a postage stamp, and sparking the rise of the
civil rights movement in Canada, she died in
1965, with her name not yet cleared. Nova
Scotia finally issued a pardon in 2010. And this
week her surviving sister attended the unveiling
of the new $10 bill.

“It’s beyond what I ever thought,” Wanda
Robson told reporters. “I was speechless.”
The entire episode has me thinking about the

precedent of honouring Ms. Desmond and
about the need to make space on our currency
for other Canadians, some of them with much
less controversy associated, and some of them
close by. I think of other builders of the coun-
try; men and women whose distinctive charac-
ter and creativity certainly deserve such
notoriety. Since our currency tends to be pre-
occupied with men of the 19th century (such
as John A. Macdonald) why not recognize the
man who gave the world Standard Time? A
civil engineer, writer, surveyor, artist and
Queen’s University chancellor, Sir Sandford
Fleming’s efforts helped the world railways op-
erate on time and their passengers catch their

trains.
Closer to home and more contemporary, why

wouldn’t Stephen Poloz and the Bank consider
Lucy Maud Montgomery for a spot on our $50
instead of another politician – William Lyon
Mackenzie King? In this neck of the woods, we
tend to take Maud’s genius for granted. But ask
students of international literature about the
impact of her writing on rural life, book pub-
lishing and the status of women, and they’ll
praise her talents, her prolific output and life
achievements akin to those of Samuel Clemens,
a.k.a Mark Twain! And particularly in recent
days, when Maud’s difficulties coping with the
stresses of raising a family, dealing with a trou-
bled marriage, and coping with unscrupulous
publishers, have come to light, such common
heroism deserves as much praise as winning
elections.
Indeed, some of the impetus for my thinking

along these lines comes from a recent editorial
by Edward Keenan, who suggests strongly that
it’s time to stop putting monarchs and politi-
cians on our coins and paper currency. “It gets
to be like sitting through the same Grade 9 his-
tory lecture every time you open your wallet,”
he laments. I agree. As Keenan continues, why
not put Mordecai Richler on the $5, Austin
Clarke on the quarter, and Terry Fox on a the
Loonie? “It’s a gimme!”

I’m sure there are endless lists of Canadians
we all could draft for the Bank of Canada to
consider, each of them as deserving as Viola
Desmond. If it’s scientists you want, what
about Fred Banting or Roberta Bondar? Or
how about artists Gord Downie, Joni Mitchell,
Oscar Peterson or Emily Carr? And if you want
one that’s really off the wall, why not put one
of the most extraordinary Canadian athletes
we’ve ever produced on a bill? Born in 1961,
north of Oshawa, he rose to prominence in
1964 by winning some of the most coveted
races on four legs – Northern Dancer – win-
ning the Queen’s Plate, the Kentucky Derby
and the Preakness. 

My only regret about Viola Desmond de-
picted on a Canadian bill is that they should
have put her on the $20 bill – the exact amount
of the fine she had to pay for sitting in the
“whites-only” section of the movie theatre in
1946. However, I do applaud the progress of
giving currency back to the people.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Candidates for currency

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

SPRING TIRE CHANGEOVER
We’ll check: 

Tire pressure      Tire rotation      Brakes      Alignment and more

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!
Appointments are recommended but not necessary.

starting from $2999

Collect Canadian Tire Money on auto service parts & labour!

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Caution: election in progress
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THIS WEEK
Sat., March 17: Ontario Turtle Con-
servation Centre (OTCC)  Tour -
Learn about protecting & conserving On-
tario's native turtles through the operation
of a turtle hospital that treats, rehabili-
tates & releases injured turtles. Meet at 9

a.m. at the south end of the Vos Inde-
pendent Grocer parking lot (Port Perry)
to carpool to the Centre. Tour is 10:30
a.m. - noon. Free for North Durham Na-
ture members, $15 for non-members.
Contact cara-gregory@hotmail.com to
pre-register. For more information, visit
northdurhamnature.com 

Sun., March 18: Uxbridge Coun-
tryside Preserve Bird Box Inspec-
tion. A four km. walk on the Countryside
Preserve trails to see the nesting cavity
birds & to examine, repair & clean bird
boxes that may have been damaged
during the winter. 1 -  3 p.m., weather
dependent. To pre-register & confirm
what tools are needed, contact ndna-
ture7@gmail.com or call 905-852-5432.
For more information visit northdurham-
nature.com 

NEXT WEEK
Mon., March 19: Keeping it
Green, Keeping it Beautiful. Join
the Claremont Garden Club for a presen-
tation by Sean James, an eco-consultant,
garden designer & teacher. Refreshments
start 7:10 p.m., meeting at 7:30, Clare-
mont United Church. Visit claremontgar-
denclub.ca for further details. Free for
members, $5 for guests. 
Tues., March 20: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens’ Club Ham & Scalloped
Potatoes Luncheon. Catered. 12
noon, Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. Tickets
available starting March 7 on Wednes-
days & Thursdays, 9:30 - 11 a.m. and
1:30 - 2:30 p.m., $10 for members, $15
for non-members. New memberships
available, $10.
Thurs., March 22: Lunch 'n Learn,
St. Paul's Anglican Church, noon - 2 p.m.
Doctor of Audiology Shira Miller will
present & answer questions about what
happens to your hearing as you age.

Pay-what-you-can lunch catered by St.
Paul's Take-A-Break and Anglican Church
Women groups. Call 905-852-7016 to
reserve a seat. 

UPCOMING
Thurs., March 22: Spiders of On-
tario. Join North Durham Nature for a
presentation from Tom Mason, describing
a spider’s life history, their importance in
the ecosystem, & an overview of some of
the more common species in Ontario.
Tom was formerly curator of birds and in-
vertebrates at the Toronto Zoo, and is a
well-known spider expert. 7 p.m.,
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. Everyone is
welcome! For more information,  visit
northdurhamnature.com 
Sat., March 24: Uxbridge Lions
Annual Pancake Breakfast. 7:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Uxbridge Arena.
Serving freshly made pancakes with real
maple syrup, bacon & sausages. Gluten-
free option available upon request. Cost
- donation, all proceeds support local
community projects.
Sun., March 25: Cantorei Sine
Nomine Chamber Choir sings
Lamentations of Jeremiah by
Tomas Luis de Victoria. 7:30 p.m.,
Greenbank United Church. Directed by
Stu Beaudoin. No tickets required. 
Tues., March 27: Maamawi Col-
lective meeting. A collection of volun-
teers wishing to create positive change in
the lives of indigenous people living in
Ontario. 7 - 8:45 p.m., Uxbridge Public
Library. Register at 905-649-0407. All
welcome.   
Sat., March 31: Girl Guide Cook-
ies Sale. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Zehrs.
$5/box. Cookie sales help support the
1st Uxbridge Ecuador Independent Trip
Unit volunteer venture to Ecuador.

ONGOING
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

GOVERNMENT REBATE AVAILABLE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

HOP IN TO THE MEAT MERCHANT AND 
ORDER FOR EASTER NOW!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

IT’S COLD OUT
THERE! 

Book your cold weather
servicing now!

Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

for Sandy Berry
Sunday March 25, 2018 at her home,

89 Reach St. 2-4 pm. Family and friends welcome.

Letters, from page 4

the best candidate to make those de-
cisions.    
Apparently, MPP Potts even knows

a nine-year old ready to vote. Seri-
ously? Well hold onto your wallets,
kids, because you're the ones that
will be paying the massive debt 15
years of Liberal rule in this province
have brought you. I'm sure the up-
coming budget (March 28) will have
plenty goodies for the electorate just
ahead of the election. It's a shame the
Liberals can't push through MPP
Potts’ private members bill in time
for that.
Finally, I couldn't agree more with

the columnist. All voters need to be
informed on what the issues are, they
need to be able to ask themselves
what it is they believe in and what
truly matters to them and their fam-
ilies to properly decide which politi-
cal party best represents those views.
Somehow, I think lowering the vot-
ing age from 18 to 16 is not going to
achieve that. Giving someone the
right to vote is not as important as
educating that person on what that
vote means.

Andrew Craddock
Sandy Hook

I enjoyed Roger Varley's article "’13
Ways" Installment #9 - Water Is the
Soul of the Earth’” in the March 8
edition of the Cosmos. Subsequent to
reading the article, I checked the Wa-
terkeeper Swim Guide, which pub-
lishes online the state of beaches with
respect to ecoli levels during swim-
ming season. One of them is Elgin
Pond Beach in Uxbridge. 

A look at the last six years revealed
the following failure rates. The fail-
ure rates are determined by looking
at the percentage of time the beach
is not swimmable during the weeks
from  June 5 to Aug. 28 as deter-
mined when ecoli levels  exceed 100.

The failure rates (% of time) for
each of the last 6 years are as follows:

2012 49%
2013 36%
2014 23%
2015 0%
2016 67% !!
2017 07%

The results are a worrisome and I
was surprised to see this, given
Uxbridge's excellent water supply.  

I am interested to know if Roger is
aware of the reason for such poor re-
sults is years such as 2012, 2013,
2014, and 2016.

Kevin Thompson
Uxbridge
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SERVICES
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or big. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2-year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your outside
upgrades & projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron,
416-705-9993.  3/15
GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS:
We specialize in home renovations. We remodel
& update kitchens & bathrooms. We also finish
basements & install hardwood flooring, crown
molding, trim etc. Email
goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com,
check us out on Facebook or call 416-526-3469
for quality work at a fair price.   4/5  
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience!    3/29

REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. 416-274-6765   3/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services/Dog Walking,/Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca
for more info on Heather’s services. Call or text
905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge   3/29
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com     
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university.
I also work within the business community. 905-

852-1145.  5/31

FOR RENT
UXBRIDGE: Lower unit apt. One bdrm., incl.
heat, hydro & TV. Avail. May 1. $975/mo. For
rental application, contact by email
kellymeekhomesales@gmail.com   3/22
UXBRIDGE HOUSE: House for rent in Barton
Farms. 4 bedrooms. $2,250 plus utilities.
Available April 1. Contact Lisa,  416-843-5118
or Tony, 647-271-1331.   3/15

WANTED
SEEKING PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT as
mother’s helper, infant or elderly caregiver in
Uxbridge. Retired R.N. Fluent in English &
French. References & police checks available.
289-231-7260.   4/5
DZ DRIVERS WANTED for deliveries during
the spring fertilizing season. We pay competitive
wages. 905-473-2449 or email resumé to
wayne_kennedy@cargill.com 3/15  

EVENTS
FAVE 15 CULINARY, MEDICINAL &
AROMATIC HERBS. Free seminar at Richters
Herbs, Goodwood. Join Daisy Moore Sun.,
March 18, 2 - 3 p.m. Everyone welcome. Go to
www.richters.com/events for more information
or call 905-640-6677. 

TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH 
PLANNING A SPRING/SUMMER
WEDDING? Hold it in our beautiful Sanctuary.
Seats 600. Large air-conditioned reception hall.
Catering available. 20 First Ave. Uxbridge. Call
Cindy 905-852-6213. Church  built in 1888.

LOST
CAMERA: Light blue Canon Powershot camera
in light blue case. Last seen on Sun., March 4 at
the Uxbridge arena during public skating. If
found please call Alysha at 416-841-6812 or
email alyshamariephillips@gmail.com   3/15

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Jesus replied, “I tell you for
certain that you must be born
from above  before you can see
God’s kingdom!”        

John 3:3

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Complete
Vehicle

Detailing

March Madness
10% off regular rates first vehicle

15% off 2nd vehicle
20%off 3rd vehicle

Call or email 905-852-0007
thecleanupshoppe@gmail.com

12 Douglas Road Unit 5, Uxbridge 

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

INCOME TAX
Over 25 years experience

Pickup & Delivery in the Uxbridge Area
Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com

Vandekar Painting
Professional Master Painter

DUTCH WORKMANSHIP
Interior & Exterior

Faux Finishes

Murals, etc. Ger Vandekar
905-904-0991Over 25 years of experience 

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details
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Sunday, April 15, 2018

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Michelle Maynard
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

2 + 1 bdrm
raised

bungalow,
finished
basement,
backs onto
trails,

overlooks lake,
multiple
walkouts.

SO
LD

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

BRIDGEWATER
CONDO

2 bedrooms, 
2 baths,

ground floor
unit.

SO
LD

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Residential
Lease In
Uxbridge

3+1 bedroom,
3 bathroom
home. Very
clean & tidy. 
Large private
treed in-town

lot.

CO
MI
NG

SO
ON

Janet Green, Sales Representative
www.JanetGreen.ca
Cell: 905-439-1799

Huge 4bdrm
stone century

farm,
98 acres, 
75 acres
workable,
implement
shed,

4 box stalls.

SO
LD

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.ChrisLarmer.com
Cell: 416-500-6377

Thinking Of
Selling?

Please call me 
for a

complimentary 
Comparative
Market
Analysis 

of your home. 

FR
EE

CM
A

OP
EN

HO
US
E

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative
www.HouseandHomeGTA.com

Cell: 416-803-7556

Just listed.
22 James Hill Crt

unit 107.
Sun., March 18, 

1 -3pm.
Main floor, corner
unit, granite
kitchen,

2 bedrooms, 
2 baths,

underground
parking, 2 patios.

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

Now looking for
a Place 
to Grace 
this Space.
Could it be
Yours?

Please call me
for a Free

Comparative
Market Analysis
of your Home.

SO
LD

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

Cell: 905-903-7965

Beautiful,
5 bedroom,
3 bathroom
family home
in Uxbridge.

SO
LD

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.BecomeARealtor.ca

75 Brock Street West,
Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

Bungalow, 3+1
beds, 3 baths
2-car garage,

almost 11 acres,
finished
basement,
upgraded
kitchen,

swimming pool
pond. 

CO
MI
NG

SO
ON

If you're
interested in
learning more
about
Coldwell
Banker,
contact
Gerald to 
set up a
confidential
meeting. 
905-852-4338


