
BAGPIPES IN AISLE 3 - The Uxbridge Legion Pipes and Drums performed a flash mob at Zehrs on Saturday morning, treating shoppers with their talent. The Uxbridge
Legion Pipes and Drums performed the flash mob to draw attention to the band, which is trying to drum up members (pun intended). Photo by John Cavers

Food bank robbed
of cash and cards

by Roger Varley

An angry Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor lashed
out the Durham District School Board on
Monday for its decision to reduce the number
of school trustees in north Durham from two
to one.

"For the life of me, how can they decide one
trustee will do for three municipalities and have
no dialogue with the councils?" she asked.
"That is not what you call public information.
How hard is it to write a letter to councils ask-
ing for our input? I am furious that they have
this attitude that they know better."
A report by deputy clerk Catalina Blumenberg

said the Durham District School Board cur-

rently has 11 trustees, with two representing
the northern municipalities. One is shared by
the Townships of Uxbridge and Brock and one
represents Scugog. Blumenberg said seven
trustees voted in favour of reducing the north-
ern representation and adding an additional
trustee to Whitby. She noted that the move
gives Oshawa and Whitby three trustees each
and also gives those two municipalities the bal-
ance of power on the school board. She said the
move came after the province refused the
DDSB's request to add a 12th trustee because
population numbers did not justify the addi-
tion.
Blumenberg’s report noted that before making

the change, the DDSB ran a public online sur-

vey which received 284 responses. Of those re-
sponses, 206 were in favour of maintaining the
status quo, and only 75 were in favour of real-
locating a trustee. Blumenberg attached to her
report an 18-page report - plus six appendices
- put out by the DDSB to justify its action.

Council decided to pass a motion similar to
one introduced in Scugog by councillor Bobbie
Drew calling on the DDSB to reconsider its de-
cision. Council said they would ask the DDSB
to attend Uxbridge council to explain the
move. Uxbridge will also send letter of thanks
to the two non-northern trustees who voted
against the reallocation.

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge's Loaves and Fishes food bank was
robbed earlier this month, with the culprit
stealing about $5,000 in petty cash and food
vouchers.
Patti Moloney, who recently took over run-

ning the food bank with her husband, Jeffrey
Ross, said someone broke into St. Andrews
Chalmers Presbyterian Church in the early
morning of March 13 and made their way to
the food bank in the basement. There they
stole the petty cash and a number of gift
cards/vouchers that food bank clients can use
to purchase fresh produce at Zehrs and
Vince's supermarkets.

Moloney said that all the cards had to be
cancelled. She said the supermarkets will re-
place some of the stolen cards, but not all.
"Some people who had cards unfortunately

won't be able to use them," she said. "It puts
them in an awkward position."
She said the cards are used to purchase pro-

duce at the supermarkets because the food
bank does not have the facilities to store fresh
produce.

Moloney said the total amount stolen rep-
resents about a month's worth of finances for
the food bank.
"Fortunately, we're launching a Spring food

drive soon," she said, adding that the
Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce is hosting
a “celebrity serve” at Boston Pizza on April
11, 5 - 8 p.m., with proceeds going to the
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank.

No arrests have been made in connection
with the break-in.

Donations may be dropped off at St. An-
drew’s Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. – 12
noon.  Please call the church at 905-852-
6262 before dropping off donations. Finan-
cial donations may be made by cash, cheque,
or by credit card through CanadaHelps.org
(the Food Bank is charged a transaction fee
of 4.9 per cent using this method). All finan-
cial donations will receive a tax receipt.

DDSB takes trustee without asking townships

• well maintained 4 bedroom Family Home
• updated Kitchen
• hardwood throughout 
• 3 updated Bathrooms
• mature fenced yard with 

large deck
• 26 Enzo Cres

$759,900

QUALITY TESTA HEIGHTS HOME. LARGE 
PRIVATE LOT. QUIET SAFE STREET.

HobbyFarm

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

12 acres, minutes north of Uxbridge. 3+1 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, awesome full wrap around porch. Detached 

2 car garage, small driveshed and garden shed. 2 road 
frontages. Offered for sale at $899,900. See MLS N4075301
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by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Engineers doing preliminary work
on the Brock Street culvert project

have discovered that the 200-year old
tunnel, which was originally believed
to run just north/south, is possibly a
main hub for an assortment of

smaller tunnels that run to various
locations in the downtown area.

D.G.M. Dieper, a spokesman for
Fulov BS Engineering Ltd., a
Keswick-based company that special-
izes in sonar technology, recently re-
vealed that at least six smaller tunnels
are believed to be connected to the
large subterranean tunnel that will
undergo replacement this summer. 

“Using ‘scanning sonar’ we’ve been
able to detect at least six sizable tun-
nels shooting off in different direc-
tions from the main culvert area,”
says Dieper. “We even think these
tunnels would have been big enough
for people to walk through.”

Tanelle Vysion, an scanning sonar
expert with Fulov BS, says that she
detected the first offshoot tunnel
while doing a routine survey of the
sub-sub-sub-sub-basement of what
was once the home of Uxbridge
Shoes & Repair at 54 Brock St. W.
“e sound waves were supposed to

come back on my screen all smooth,
indicating that there was solid earth
there, but over this one spot, the
waves were getting all squiggly and
strange. I turned my equipment off
for a few minutes then turned it back
on again, just to make sure it was
working properly, and those squig-
gles were still there. So I followed the
scanner, just to see where it would
take me. I ended up walking to the
Music Hall.”

Vysion’s on-site supervisor, Doug
Acave, checked the data and con-
firmed the scanner’s finding. Further
investigation along the line of the
main culvert found five more areas
that sent the scanning sonar equip-
ment askew.  One trail appears to
lead to the Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre,
which was once the site of the former
Uxbridge Arena. Another leads to the
oldest section of Uxbridge Secondary
School. Two of the supposed tunnels
lead west – one stops abruptly where
the old post office once stood, at the
corner of Brock and Spruce Streets.
e other seems to lead further west.

Vysion speculates that this tunnel is
linked to the Quaker Meeting House
on Concession 6. 

D.G.M. Dieper says that Fulov BS
has hired several artists to create a
scaled map of the tunnels in relation
to the main culvert.

“Our equipment does the same
thing a terrestrial laser scanner can
do, but it uses acoustic signals. It can
take thousands of points over a cou-
ple of minutes and also take photo-
realistic impressions, so we can
produce three-dimensional models
using this equipment,” says Dieper.

ese artists will use 3Doodlers to
painstakingly recreate what the scan-
ning sonar data is revealing. Once
the 3D map is complete, the com-
pany that is eventually awarded the
contract for the culvert reconstruc-
tion will have to take consult the 3D
layout carefully to ensure that the
mysterious tunnels do not collapse.
(e request for tender for pre-qual-
ification of general contractors has
been put out by the Township. For
more information on this, check the
township pages in the other newspa-
per.) 
If these tunnels do in fact exist, local

historian Farrah Fetched says that she
believes they would have assisted in
the transport of people and goods
underground in the event of a 200-
year storm, or an invasion from the
Americans.

“Our ancestors - especially the
Quakers - were quite clever,” she says.
“ey would likely have contrived a
quiet, secure method of moving their
loved ones and their meagre belong-
ings around the underworld of
Uxbridge just in case anything catas-
trophic may have occurred in this
area, you know, like war. ey might
have even just used the tunnels in
bad weather, just to get around. It’s a
great way to connect the town.”

e 3D map is currently being
worked on 24-7, and should be ready
by this Sunday, April 1. 
Also known as April Fool’s Day.
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70 th
Happy

Anniversary!
George and Gloria Robson

April 3, 2018
Our family is excited to invite friends and neighbours to drop in and

congratulate George and Gloria on their incredible milestone. 

Sunday April 8 from 2 - 4 pm
Shobrook Gardens Main Hall 

Best Wishes only please. See you there!

Mysterious tunnels discovered during culvert work
Two deputations to council found
that the upcoming municipal elec-
tions can prevent council from taking
action on requests, no matter how
worthy.

Bruce Garrod, representing the
Uxbridge Long-Term Care (LTC)
Advocacy Committee, made a pitch
to council to work with the province
to bring a new long-term care facility
to Uxbridge. He said Reachview
long-term care on Reach Street is
rated as a "C" home, meaning it does
not meet updated design standards.
He said Reachview is at capacity,
forcing Uxbridge residents who need
long-term care to move out of
Uxbridge.
"We have some vulnerable people in

Uxbridge," he said.
Garrod said council needs to en-

courage LTC operators to build in
Uxbridge and give such operators
first right of refusal to purchase any
surplus township properties. He also
suggested council assign a councillor
to lobby the province and reserve
sewage capacity for any new LTC fa-
cility.

Mayor O'Connor indicated the
township has been in discussion with
both the Central and Central East
LIHNs. But she added that "the tim-
ing is a bit off" because of the up-
coming election. However, council
did ask staff to look into the feasibil-
ity of reserving the sewage capacity.

Suzanne Kershaw, Trudy Ledsham
and Phil Smith then pitched for the
creation of an Active Transportation
committee of council. Noting that
active transportation is about walk-
ing, biking, wheelchairs, scooters and
skateboards, the trio also asked coun-
cil to adopt an active transportation
plan and programming.

Once again, the looming election
came into play. Mayor O'Connor
said there is no-one on council who
is not supportive of the idea but the
decision on creating a new commit-
tee of council should be left to the
new council.  

Upcoming election prevents
council from taking action



by Roger Varley

Roger Anderson, chair and CEO
of Durham Region since 1997,
passed away on Saturday, March
24, the day after his 65th birthday.
Anderson was diagnosed with
stomach cancer in November
2016.

He was the longest serving chair
in Durham, having being ap-
pointed to the position in 1997 to
succeed Gary Herrema. In 2014,
when the office of the chair became
an elected position instead of an
appointed one, Anderson easily
won the election, winning 46.7 per
cent of the vote over five contest-
ants.
Roger Anderson served as a police

constable on the Durham Regional
Police Service for 10 years before
being elected as a councillor in
Ajax in 1985. 

From 1991 to 1997, he served as
Ajax's regional councillor and
deputy mayor before being ap-
pointed regional chair.

At Uxbridge council on Monday
night, an emotional Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor described Ander-
son as "not only a working col-
league but a very good friend." She

pointed out that he was also chair
of the Durham Regional Police
Services Board and the Durham
Region Transit Commission.
"He wore the chain of office with

dignity and respect," she said. "He
did not hesitate to take on the fed-
eral and provincial governments
when he felt the region and its res-
idents were not being treated ap-
propriately."
Mayor O'Connor said Roger An-

derson’s passing means that the of-
fice of the chair will be filled for the

remainder of the term by the ap-
pointment of someone within re-
gional council. She said, however,
that whoever is appointed to finish
the term will not be allowed to run
in the upcoming municipal elec-

tions for the position of chair or for
mayor or regional councillor of any
of the region's municipalities.

Funeral services are being held at
Westney Heights Baptist Church
in Ajax today (ursday). e fam-

ily asks that, in lieu of flowers, do-
nations be made to the Roger An-
derson Fund at the Ajax Pickering
Hospital Foundation.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Stressed Out at Tax Time?

Brett Rushlow, CPA CMA

Most Personal Returns Completed in 1 hour
3 - 4 weeks for
corporate returns

• Special rates for Seniors and Students
• E-file
• Small Business
• Personal Tax Returns

rushlowbrett@gmail.com
905-985-7431

This year I’m using
Brett Rushlow

for my tax return!

Region of Durham mourns passing of Roger Anderson

by Roger Varley

Little has changed since last year in
regards to Uxbridge civil servants
who made the province's so-called
Sunshine List, which provides the
names and salaries of all civil servants
earning $100,000 or more.

As was the case last year, only five
Uxbridge staffers made the list. e
highest paid civil servant in
Uxbridge remains Chief Administra-
tive Officer Ingrid Svelnis, who had
a salary of just over $151,000 in

2017. Also reappearing on the list are
treasurer Donna Condon
($134,000), public works director
Ben Kester ($112,000) and clerk
Debbie Leroux ($112,000).

e only change on the list for
Uxbridge is Fire Chief Phil Alexan-
der ($112,000), who took over the
position from former chief Scott
Richardson last year.

e Region of Durham had 1,285
civil servants on the Sunshine List,
with the average salary among those
1,285 being $118,000.

2017 Uxbridge Sunshine list shows little change from previous years

Photo courtesy of durham.ca
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I was thrilled to see the overwhelm-
ing support shown by this commu-
nity during our Annual Lions
Pancake Breakfast on  Saturday,
March 24. We served 400 breakfasts,
and much generosity was shown by
our patrons in the donations we re-
ceived in lieu of fixed ticket prices for
adult and child breakfasts. The funds
will allow us to continue our efforts
to work to make our community bet-
ter. 

I wish to recognize two local mer-
chants: Vince’s Market and Tim Hor-
ton’s Uxbridge for the donations we
received. And we were very pleased
with the quality of the bacon and
sausage from the Meat Merchant!
Finally, as Club President, I was very

proud of our team working together
to provide a successful event. If you
are interested in being part of the
Lions and joining us at one of our
upcoming community events, please
contact Lion Rick Carlstrom (rcarl-
strom@lionsa16.com)  for further in-
formation. Check out our club
website at uxbridgelions.com. 

Lion Jean Doucet
President

Uxbridge & District Lions Club
“WE SERVE”

You’re loved…
When my son Emmanuel was born,

more than nine years ago, I began
rather instinctively, but clumsily, say-
ing, “you’re loved” before he’d fall
asleep. I’ve continued that tradition
with my other children, saying those
same words to them during our bed-
time routine. It still feels a little
strange. I mean, I could have simply
gotten into the habit of saying, “I
love you,” but somehow I was more
drawn to the passive voice.

I’ve pondered this nuanced expres-
sion of love a few times in the past
nine years. I believe the reason for
this voice is that I wanted them to
know that they are loved well beyond

me; that they are loved intrinsically
for who they are, irrespective of me
or anyone else. I’d be happy to live to
100, and always be by their side to
lift them up, but I guess I instinc-
tively wanted them to be well – in
their lives and in their ‘skin’ – apart
from a dependence on anyone else. I
wanted to build in them an appreci-
ation that they were willed into being
by a loving Creator…by God. I’ve
mustered up the strength to pen
these words, speak about God and
share this story because we’re on the
cusp of Easter – a time when we have
the opportunity to reconnect more
closely with God as revealed to us
through the Bible. A God who loves
and is love.

As millions of people around the
globe, country and right here in
Uxbridge, gather at church during
the next few days, we’ll be contem-
plating the story of Jesus of Nazareth
– somehow kin to us and yet divine.
The facsimile of a force, also known
affectionately as “Abba” or “Daddy,”
that so loved the world that he gave
his only son to lead us to our future
home and show us how to live in
peace and sow peace in our commu-
nity. None of us is perfect at loving
or living a virtuous life. But we’re all
perfectly loved – my kids, your kids
and each one of us. We’re all loved.
Let’s shout it from the rooftops.
Happy Easter! 

Daniel Torchia
Uxbridge

I was interested to read Roger Varley’s
column in the March 22 edition of
the Cosmos entitled “Leave it to the
experts.” I feel Roger is wrong on two
issues in his column, but first I need
to fully disclose I am what Roger
would call an avid cyclist. I am also
an avid walker and I drive a consid-
erable distance both for business and
pleasure. I do not claim to be an ex-
pert on walking, cycling or driving

but I do have a lot of experience of
all three forms of transport.

In his piece, Roger took exception
to a councillor questioning a recom-
mendation by the director of Public
Works not to install cycling signs
other than on designated cycling
routes. Roger’s point is that the direc-
tor is an expert and the councillor is
not. While I have no doubt whatso-
ever about the qualifications or ex-
pert status of said director, I do
believe it is the role of council mem-
bers to question and challenge staff
on behalf of the residents of
Uxbridge. After all, we elect our
councillors, we do not elect the coun-
cil staff and frankly it is hard to see
how cycling signs could be anything
other than a good thing.

Secondly, Roger makes the bold
claim that “most road violations are
on the part of the cyclists.” Perhaps
he has never recorded the average
speed of motor vehicles travelling
past the Fields of Uxbridge in the 50
km/hr. zone? Perhaps he has never
observed the number of vehicles ex-
iting the Canadian Tire parking lot
that treat the stop sign as if it is a
yield? I am not defending cyclists (or
pedestrians or motorists for that mat-
ter) who do not comply with the
Highway Traffic Act, but I do ques-
tion why cyclists are singled out in
this regard. Motor vehicles, cyclists
and pedestrians all have to co-exist
safely and cooperatively on our roads.
This requires respect, courtesy and
understanding of each other. It is
very unhelpful for one group of road
users to be singled out and implicitly
blamed for the challenges all users
face when it comes to sharing the
road.

Phil Smith
Uxbridge

More Letters to the Editor can be found
at thecosmos.ca

Letters to the Editor

Who isn’t a sucker for a good flash mob? There you are, in a store, or a shop-
ping mall, just hodey-ho-ing along, doing your thing, when all of a sudden
some random stranger breaks into song. While you watch in bewilderment,
other random strangers also start breaking into song, and the next thing you
know, you’re in the middle of an ‘impromptu’ (read well-planned and metic-
ulously executed) rendition of “One Day More” from the musical Les Miser-
ables. Or, if you’re one of the lucky ones that was at Zehrs on Saturday
morning around 11 o’clock, your attention to the meat counter was inter-
rupted when the sonorous “Boom-boom.” “Boom-boom.” “Boom-boom.”
of a bass drum rattled through your body and drew you to the front of the
store, where the Uxbridge Legion Pipes and Drums put on an epic flash mob
to draw attention to the group and have, according to one of the organizers,
“a bit of fun.” 
It was likely the worst kept secret around. Of course we, the press, were no-

tified, and were told that it was a secret, so shhh. And we were antsy with ex-
citement, but kept to ourselves. However, when we met Mayor Gerri Lynn
O’Connor on the way into the store, we knew the game was up and it was
going to be half flash mob, half free show. Sure enough, the balcony upstairs
was full of onlookers, but only a few of the 26 members of the band who
were on hand to “mob” (to say “flash” when there were men in tartans there
just isn’t appropriate) were visible. 

At the appointed time, the bass drummer - she is such a delight to watch -
marched to just in front of the Beauty section and started her call to the rest,
beating out a steady, pulsing rhythm and turning more than a few surprised
heads. Three pipers joined her and took their places, then a drummer or two.
Then more pipers, from the ice cream section. More pipers from fruits and
vegetables. Drums from the snack aisle - they filled Zehrs with sound right
off the top, but took about five to eight minutes to fully assemble at the front
of the store, as pictured on the front page of this paper. 
As fantastic as it was to see and hear them perform, it was just as much fun

to see the looks on stunned shoppers’ faces as they stopped everything to
watch this all unfold before them. Apparently one lady walked in, heard the
“noise,” as she called it, and ran out again, saving her shopping for later in
the day. The rest of us enjoyed the moment. We stood beside one young fa-
ther who had his little girl in the shopping trolley, and she was transfixed by
the spectacle of it all, eyes wide, taking it all in. It was truly amazing.
After three pieces, the band was instructed to depart, and they filed out two

by two, leaving smiles and applause in their wake. Complete strangers stood
around for several minutes afterwards, comparing notes on what they had
just experienced. Several members of council were there, and they chatted
with shoppers. Friends saw one another and they stood right by the Self-
Checkout and gabbed for ages. The sense that we had all just experienced
something really fun and unique was palpable, and it was exhilarating to see
so much community all in one little space, sharing what had just happened. 

The Uxbridge Legion Pipes and Drums wanted some attention, and they
certainly got it. Their numbers are growing, but they’d love more. We predict
that soon they’ll be the biggest and most accomplished pipe band around.
Heck, not everyone can do a flash mob holding a set of bagpipes.

Our two cents
The pipes were calling - and we listened!
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Somewhere within this edition of the Cosmos
is my editor's annual April Fool's story. As
usual, there are a multitude of clues throughout
the article that enable the reader to determine
the story is a prank: it's silly, it's fun because it
is silly and, even if someone believes it, it can
cause harm to no-one.

Unfortunately, that is not the case with so
many things one sees on the Internet these
days. The same day I read Lisha's gag article, I
came across a news story of how an adulterated
video clip of Parkland school shooting survivor
Emma Gonzalez went viral. The video, which
purported to show Gonzalez ripping the U.S.
constitution in half, was posted on a site called
Gab, which is described as "Twitter for the
right wing." It was retweeted and liked by tens
of thousands of people. It turns out, however,
that what Gonzalez actually ripped up, in a
photo shoot for Teen Vogue magazine, was a
paper shooting target. Thanks to Photoshop,
or something akin, someone had very carefully
and cleverly replaced the target with the con-
stitution.
That is not a gag. That can seriously damage

the young lady's reputation and her credibility.
The person who created the fake video claimed
he had done it in fun, but that didn't stop
thousands of people believing it was true.
The problem is, especially for an old fart such

as me, with today's technology it is almost im-
possible to tell whether what one is looking at
is real or has been doctored. As an old-time
photo editor with the Canadian Press, I know
that the context of a photo can be altered by
merely cropping it and we were always re-
minded of that fact. We also knew that photos
could be faked. As an example, former Globe
and Mail photographer Boris Spremo, one of
the best news photographers ever, once pro-
duced a wonderful photo of a full moon low in
the sky above University Avenue in Toronto. It
received wide play. A few days later another
photographer, who shall remain nameless, pro-
duced a similar picture and asked CP to use it.
The problem was, however, we could plainly
see that the "moon" in the picture had been
created by placing a dime on the photo paper
in the enlarger. But with the computer wiz-
ardry we have today, we could have been fooled
if the photographer had inserted a stock clip of
a full moon into the picture.
Malaysia just introduced a bill to outlaw "fake

news.” If the Anti-Fake News 2018 bill is
passed, it would subject anyone who publishes
so-called "fake news" to fines as high as

$128,000, up to 10 years in jail, or both.
“The proposed Act seeks to safeguard the pub-

lic against the proliferation of fake news whilst
ensuring the right to freedom of speech and ex-
pression under the Federal Constitution is re-
spected,” the Malaysian government said in the
bill.

Other governments, such as those in Singa-
pore and the Philippines, have also proposed
laws aimed at clamping down on the spread of
“fake news." Naturally, there has been wide-
spread concern about how such proposals
could affect free speech and a free press. For ex-
ample, under such a law, would Lisha's April
Fool's story be allowed? Would a news story
that contains non-deliberate errors be classified
as "fake news"? Would it even go so far as to
affect the way in which comedians such as
Stephen Colbert and Bill Maher talk about the
issues of the day?

Obviously, trying to suppress "fake news"
without stepping on freedom of speech and
freedom of expression is fraught with danger.
However, it seems to me we are reaching the
point where it is becoming difficult for the av-
erage person to determine whether something
is real or fake. As another example - (and prob-
ably you have seen this on your Facebook page)
- there is a post that pops up regularly that
makes all kinds of ridiculous claims that immi-
grants and refugees receive better health care
and more in the way of financial assistance than
our own Canadian retirees. On the face of it,
it looks real enough and a lot of people are
taken in by it. Such a post can lead to adverse
reactions and hostility against immigrants and
refugees. It behooves us all to check these items
out by going to other sources for verification of
their claims.

In addition to all the "fake news" stories that
have become such a blight in the last couple of
years, we have Donald Trump - and various
other authoritarian leaders around the world -
claiming that anything that shows them in a
poor light is "fake news." That in itself is more
dangerous than actual "fake news" stories be-
cause it casts a shadow on all reputable news
agencies, just as Trump has now cast doubt on
various U.S. institutions such as the FBI and
the Justice Department.

It seems to me it is incumbent on all of us to
check any news item that might raise suspi-
cions, even articles in the Cosmos. Doing so will
not only weed out some of the fakes, it will
make us all better informed.
Tell me, am I wrong?

One day about three of four years ago, a car
rolled up in front of the local convenience store
downtown. The car had a sticker on the
bumper that said, “I’m a trout sticker.” The pro-
prietor of the convenience store and his son,
both avid fishermen, spotted the sticker and
had to know. 

“Are you a trout fisherman?” the youngster
asked.
Well, that, as Humphrey Bogart said famously

as the closing line in Casablanca, was the begin-
ning of a beautiful friendship. From that mo-
ment on, the proprietor at Circle K (Mac’s
Milk), Ahmad Shah Golan, his son Jahid
(known to his family, schoolmates and friends
as Jake) and the trout fisherman, Eli Garrett,
became tight fishing buddies. They’ve fished on
the Credit, in the Kawarthas, at Fenelon Falls,
wherever the water runs and the fish do too.
And that’s just one of the extraordinary encoun-
ters that happen regularly at Shah’s store, prin-
cipally because he meets so many people (not
all fishermen) from behind the store counter.
But what’s even more remarkable is that for all
the years he’s run the store, he’s remembered
nearly everybody’s name.

The other night a host of the folks who’ve
known Shah and Rawza, his wife, all their years
in town, showed up at the Seniors’ Centre to
surprise Shah on his 50th birthday. And because
Shah has his ear to the ground on just about
everything, keeping this party a secret from him
was no mean feat. For the past few weeks,
Rawza has been sneaking around, slipping peo-
ple notes, shaking the trees for cell phone num-
bers, and connecting with others only on the
Internet, just to make all the arrangements for
the Shah’s surprise birthday party.
“I was scared to death he would find out,” she

said. “He knows so many people.”
That came in very handy about a decade ago

when Shah approached some of us about sup-
porting his initiative to assist some of his former
neighbours back in Afghanistan. Over the
course of about two years, hundreds of people
in this town donated school supplies, winter
clothing, bicycles, wheel chairs, money and
something even more precious than all that—
their time and concern—to pull all the rescue
goods together for a shipment to the Middle
East. Not only that, but Shah met the massive
shipping container we filled overseas and shep-
herded it to his former hometown.

“We saw a dream come true,” Shah wrote in
2009, “thanks to friends.”

Friends he has always known by name,

whether they’re picking up a newspaper, a lot-
tery ticket, a jug of milk, or stopping by to plan
another fishing adventure. Some years ago, a
regular customer named Phillip Kinton got
talking to Shah. And didn’t you know he was a
fisherman too. Well, Phillip introduced Shah
and Jake to ice fishing. At Shah’s surprise 50th,
Phillip presented Shah with a collector’s hockey
card celebrating the life and career of goaltender
Patrick Roy. Phillip said the card commemo-
rated a recent fishing trip when Phillip caught
lots of fish. 
“But, you, Shah,” Kinton said, “it was like Roy,

a shutout! No fish!”
As I sat with Shah’s family watching and lis-

tening to his friends and an array of customers
all gently jabbing at his 50-year milestone, I
suddenly remembered that TV show from the
1980s, Cheers, and its opening theme, that cel-
ebrated a place, “where everybody knows your
name.” And I considered how valuable an asset
knowing people’s names can be in a community
such as ours. Because it’s too easy not to say,
“Hello,” or to not stop to ask, “How are you?”
or just not listen when somebody’s wants to
share a feeling of joy or needs spill out a mo-
ment of sadness or disappointment. No doubt,
in his 50 years, Shah has witnessed all of that
and more. But by rote or by life experience, he’s
learned to communicate with people and always
remember their names.
“I’ve often told my kids,” Shah said at his sur-

prise birthday party, “I can look out the store-
front window and I know 80 per cent of the
people who pass … by their names and their
stories too.” 

Yes, knowing that you’ll be recognized when
you walk into Shah’s Circle K (Mac’s Milk) store
sure makes for a more connected, more pleasant
community. But there is one problem with
being so well connected: If a member of the
family, Shah’s wife Rawza, is trying to organize
a birthday party without her husband finding
out about it, it’s hard to keep it a secret. Rawza
said she didn’t even tell their children about the
party until late Tuesday, the night of the sur-
prise.
“I just found out about it,” their son Jake said.

“Oh, I couldn’t tell our daughter about it,”
Rawza said. “Everybody would have known
about it!”
Most everybody did know about it, but fortu-

nately not Shah. It was that rare moment in his
life that he knew everybody in the room, but
not until the last second why they were there.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Where he knows your name

BRING ON SPRING! SAVE, SAVE, SAVE!!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Reg. $399.99
84-2427 SAVE

55%
SAVE
60%

Reg. $49.99
84-7037

Sassytink 2-Wheeled Scooter
86-2556/57

Ram SDX Golf Club Set-RH/LH Sets

$17993
ONLY

ea.
$1997
ONLY

ea.

SAVE
50%

$14993
ONLY

ea.

Matrix 48” Basketball System

Only 5 in stock!

Reg. $299.99

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Seeing is not believing
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THIS WEEK
Thurs., March 29: Soup Lunch at
Goodwood United Church. 11
a.m. - 1 p.m. Soup, homemade bread,
dessert &beverage - $5. For more infor-
mation, call 905-640-3347.

Sat., March 31: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs
please.  Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Be prepared for winter conditions. Meet
at road side parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.

21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., March 31: Girl Guide Cook-
ies Sale. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Zehrs.
$5/box. Cookie sales help support the
1st Uxbridge Ecuador Independent Trip
Unit volunteer venture to Ecuador.
Sat., March 31: Easter Family Fun
Day. Goodwood Community Hall, 9 -
11 a.m. Games, crafts, bunny ears & the
Easter Bunny handing out Easter Treat
Bags! 12 and under - $5. For information
email  pbeach@town.uxbridge.on.ca or
call 647-467-3105.
Sun., April 1: Easter Service at
Goodwood United Church. Break-
fast at 8 a.m. in the church basement.
Service at 9:30 a.m. in the church. For
more information, contact Rev. Tim Day-
foot at 905-904- 2599. All welcome.

NEXT WEEK
Fri. April 6: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. 10+ km, Fast, 2+ hr. hilly
loop hike.  Meet at parking lot on east
side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Allbright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., April 7: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the road-
side parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

UPCOMING
Tues., April 10: Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute Annual Lunch-
eon & Fashion Show. Trinity United
Church, Uxbridge, 12 noon. Fashions by
Woods and Woods. Tickets $25. Phone
905-852-3925, 905-852-4024, 905-
985-3976 and the store.
Tues., April 10: Uxbridge Cele-
bration of the Arts monthly plan-
ning meeting. For info contact Mike at
416-702-6604.
Wed., April 11: Uxbridge Horti-
cultural Society April Meeting.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7 - 9:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker:  Conrad Richter of
Richter's Herbs.  Topic:  "Plants Have
Rights Too." Annual Membership $20;
guests $5 per meeting. Refreshments.
Mon., April 16: An Introduction
to Vegetable Gardening. Clare-
mont Garden Club. 7:30 p.m., Clare-
mont United Church. Speaker - Master
Gardener Ingrid Janssen. Follow the Club
on Facebook or visit www.claremontgar-
denclub.ca for further details. Free for
members, $5 for guests. No need to be
a Claremont resident.
Thurs., April 19: Lunch ‘n’ Learn -
Join Dr. A. J. Hackner to learn about the
changes that occur in your eyes as you
age & what you can do to protect your
sight. St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 12 - 2
p.m. Pay-what-you-can lunch. Call 905-
852-7016 to reserve seats. stpauls-

uxbridge.ca

ONGOING
Registration for Recreational
Summer Soccer - Youth & adult
leagues. Volunteers, refs, & coaches
needed. Apply online until April 15.
www.UxbridgeSoccerClub.com
The Scribes of Uxbridge meet at
Uxbridge Town Hall the second & fourth
Friday of each month. We are a small
memoir writing group. Join us to be en-
couraged and inspired to find the stories
inside you. Contact Donna Wills at 905-
649-3073 for more information.
Uxbridge Legion Open Mic, 109
Franklin St. Every Sunday afternoon, 2 -
5 p.m. Everyone welcome, all styles of
music are encouraged. For more info call
647-428-7760.
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753
COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

GOVERNMENT REBATE AVAILABLE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Goodwood 
Baptist Church

283 Hwy 47 Goodwood
905-640-3111

goodwoodbaptistchurch.com

Good Friday Service
March 30 at 10:00 a.m.

Communion & Lunch following

Easter Sunday Service
April 1 at 11:00 a.m.
Timely messages by
Pastor Kevin Oates

All Welcome!

SPRING IS HERE! 
Book your spring
servicing today!

Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

Uxbridge
Baptist Church

Easter Services

Palm Sunday, March 25, 10 am

Good Friday, March 30, 10 am

Easter Sunday, April 1, 10 am

www.uxbridgebaptist.com
231 Brock Street W, Uxbridge

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

LAST MINUTE EASTER DINNER PREPARATIONS?
WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

September 19, 1933 – March 23, 2018

Suddenly at home on Friday, March
23, 2018, at the age of 84. 
Glen, beloved husband of Mary Jean

(nee Dobson), loving father of Janice Lee
(Brian), Terry (Julie), Brian “Sid” (Gail),
and Trevor (Allison). Very proud Grandpa/Pa
of twins Katelyn and Russell (Jess), Tyson, Carlie,
Travis, Shelby, Cody, Courtney, Ashley, Brandon, Emma and great-
grandson Samuel Lee. With a special love for Taylor, Sarah and Chris.
Dear brother of Mary Real (Ross, deceased), brother-in-law of Hugh
Dobson (Mary), predeceased by his sister-in-law Barbara (nee
Dobson) and Wilmot Phair. Fondly remembered by close nieces,
nephews and cousins. Glen was predeceased by his parents Ernest
and Ruth (nee Michie) Till. A proud farmer, dedicated GM
employee, sports enthusiast and fan of every family member’s teams;
Glen had a strong commitment to his community, being born and
always living in Greenbank. Everyone will look for him at the @rst
base line.
Family and friends were received at the Low and Low Funeral

Home, 1763 Reach Street, Port Perry (905-985-7331) for visitation
on Sunday, March 25, 2018, from 6-9 p.m. A memorial service to
celebrate the life of Glen was held in the chapel on Monday, March
26, 2018, at 2 p.m. A reception followed on the upper level.
Memorial donations in memory of Glen to the Greenbank United
Church, the Port Perry Hospital Foundation, the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Foundation or a charity important to you. For online
condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca 

TILL, Glen E.
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SERVICES
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis
by Karen. Call for a free consultation 905-985-
9085.   4/5
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university.
I also work within the business community. 905-
852-1145.  5/31
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE.
Book now for eavestrough cleaning, spring
clean-ups, grass cutting and all lawn
maintenance. Jason’s Property Maintenance.
905-862-2644.   3/29
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Decks & flooring. Licensed,
insured & guaranteed. Big or small.
Waterproofing + mould. Also emergency tree
service. 45 years experience. Senior discount.
Book now! 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell).   3/29
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence

need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or big. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2-year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your outside
upgrades & projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron,
416-705-9993.  3/29
GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS: We
specialize in home renovations. We remodel &
update kitchens & bathrooms. We also finish
basements & install hardwood flooring, crown
molding, trim etc. Email
goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com,
check us out on Facebook or call 416-526-3469
for quality work at a fair price.   4/5  
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience!   3/29 
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. 416-274-6765   3/29

HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism. Property
Services/Dog Walking,/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-
Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
follow us on Instagram -HomeWatchUxbridge
3/29
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced
professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin)
or visit www.alexandercs.com  

FOR RENT
GARAGE: 14’6”d X 15’w + loft. Hobby or
storage usage. $350 per month. 416-356-4468.
matt.smith1@sympatico.ca   4/5

FOR SALE
BROWN LEATHER RECLINING CHAIR.
Made by “Barrymore”. Top quality, excellent
condition. $1,150. 905-862-2176   5/12
ORGANIC MILK-FED BABY BEEF. Only 5
months old. $400 for quarter. Please call Reine
Schickedanz. 416-817-2490.   5/10

WANTED
GARAGE TO RENT: In Uxbridge area for
storage, including a Can AM SPYDER 3 wheeled
motorcycle. Regular access required during
“riding” months. Call 905-862-8553   3/29
SEEKING PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT as
mother’s helper, infant or elderly caregiver in
Uxbridge. Retired R.N. Fluent in English &
French. References & police checks available.
289-231-7260.   4/5

TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH 
Relational, Christ-Centred, Missional.
Celebrating the resurrection of Christ, 10 a.m.
this Sunday, April 1.  Youth-led music during the
service and refreshments after worship. 20 First
Ave., Uxbridge.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“I will bless you with a
future filled with hope - a
future of success, not of
suffering.”             Jer. 29:11

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

INCOME TAX
Over 25 years experience

Pickup & Delivery in the Uxbridge Area
Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com

Vandekar Painting
Professional Master Painter

DUTCH WORKMANSHIP
Interior & Exterior

Faux Finishes

Murals, etc. Ger Vandekar
905-904-0991Over 25 years of experience 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

Complete
Vehicle

Detailing

March Madness
10% off regular rates first vehicle

15% off 2nd vehicle
20%off 3rd vehicle

Call or email 905-852-0007
thecleanupshoppe@gmail.com

12 Douglas Road Unit 5, Uxbridge 
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Michelle Maynard
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

3+2 bdrm
bungalow,
3 bath,

finished w/o
basement,

fully renovated,
quartz counters,
vaulted ceiling,
multiple w/o's,
backs onto
green space.

RE
DU
CE
D

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Custom-built
home.

Inground pool.
Lake views.

Floor to ceiling
fireplace.
Multiple
walkouts. 

Lake access.

10

AC
RE
S

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Interested In
Knowing The
Value Of Your

Home?
Call Dale Today

For Your
Complimentary

And
Confidential

Property Market
Evaluation.

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Janet Green, Sales Representative
www.JanetGreen.ca
Cell: 905-439-1799

Huge solid
Georgian.

4bds, 2 baths
2nd staircase.
Significant
investment
opportunity.

$6
79
,00
0

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.ChrisLarmer.com
Cell: 416-500-6377

Sunderland
3 bedroom
2 bathroom
bungalow
double car
garage.

SO
LD

FO
R
SA
LE

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative
www.HouseandHomeGTA.com

Cell: 416-803-7556

3 bedroom
brick bungalow
situated on in-
town lot of 
99 x 165ft.

Many updates,
detached

garage with
workshop.

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

What’s
My Home
Worth?
Please call
me for a

complimentary
Comparative

Market
Analysis of
your home.

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

Cell: 905-903-7965

Sunderland
3 bedroom
2 bathroom
bungalow
double car
garage.

SO
LD

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.BecomeARealtor.ca

75 Brock Street West,
Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

Bungalow, 3+1
beds, 3 baths
2-car garage,

almost 11 acres,
finished

basement,
upgraded
kitchen,

swimming pool
pond. 

FO
R
SA
LE

If you're
interested in
learning more
about
Coldwell
Banker,
contact
Gerald to 
set up a
confidential
meeting. 
905-852-4338

April 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 at 7:30 pm
April 7, 8 & 14 at 2:00 pm

Uxbridge Music Hall
Produced by Cheryl Atwood
Directed by Jonathon Keith

Tickets available online 
onstageuxbridge.com 

starticketing.com
Presented by special agreement with Samuel French, Inc., 2018

A Mystery-Comedy by Fred Carmichael


