
SERVE IT UP, BOYS! - Jean Doucet, left, and Eric Nidd practice their pancake flipping skills in preparation for the Uxbridge Lions annual Pancake Breakfast, to be held
at the Uxbridge Arena Community Centre on Saturday, March 24. Bacon, sausages, pancakes and real maple syrup are all on the menu, so come hungry! Submitted photo 

by Roger Varley

Council received the draft of Sierra Planning
and Management's final report on the future
of Uxbridge's parks and green spaces on Mon-
day following a lengthy presentation by con-
sultant Jonathan Hack.

The report contained several recommenda-
tions but, as Mr. Hack pointed out, "it's not
final until you tell us it's final." Most of the
recommendations were non-controversial,
with a number involving administrative duties
by the township. They included things such
as maintaining hamlet parkland, consulting
sports user groups in the design of facilities at

the Fields of Uxbridge and monitoring use of
the splash pad and the skate park.

Others, however, might pose problems for
council depending on the reaction of resi-
dents, should council proceed to implement
them. Mr. Hack suggested council should
evaluate all parklands to determine whether
they could be considered surplus and, if so, de-
commissioned and sold. He also said that with
additional baseball facilities being planned for
the Fields of Uxbridge, including a full-sized,
lit diamond, other single ball diamonds in the
urban area could be reviewed for repurposing.
For example, the ball diamond at the arena
should be maintained in the short term but if

it is determined to be surplus it could be of-
fered for sale to the Durham District School
board. The diamond at Uxpool could be re-
configured to accommodate tennis courts,
pickleball, basketball and beach volleyball, the
report suggested.

Talking about soccer, Mr. Hack said the
Fields of Uxbridge should include at least one
soccer field with lighting and artificial turf. He
said installing such a field could provide the
soccer club with extended use, because it
could be used earlier in the season and later at
night. He offered that the soccer fields should
be engineered to provide a better base for the
turf, whether artificial or natural, and with

crowning to allow for better drainage.
On the tennis front, the report said that by

constructing new courts at the Fields of
Uxbridge, the two courts currently located
at the arena could be decommissioned, and
possibly the lawn bowling greens as well.
The report did not indicate what the au-
thors believe should happen to the lawn
bowling facility or where, if anywhere, it
should be relocated.
Noting that a minimum of one playground

or local park within 400 metres to 800 me-
tres walking distance of most residences is
considered an acceptable range, the report
said  council should consider the removal of
selected existing playground structures
within the urban area where an overlap in
supply exists.
In his presentation, Mr. Hack said a public

on-line survey had received 600 responses,
which was "not insignificant," and 42 per
cent of respondents expressed a preference
for unorganized leisure activities. He said
one major theme in the responses was the
importance of a variety of year-round activ-
ities within the parks, open spaces and trails
to provide something for everybody "from
eight to 80." Pointing out that seniors 65
years and older now constitute 17.7 per cent
of the township's population, compared to
15.3 per cent in 2011, the report said
Uxbridge should try to provide more fitness,
educational and arts-based programs appeal-
ing to a range of seniors in the parks and
open spaces.
Responses to the survey and comments re-

ceived at public meetings showed that, over-
all, there is general satisfaction with the way
parks, trails and open spaces are maintained,
with a couple of notable exceptions. More
than a third - 36 per cent - were dissatisfied
with the availability and upkeep of wash-
rooms in public parks and on the trails, and
27 per cent were unhappy with the supply
of garbage containers. Where public wash-
rooms are available, some people com-
plained they are not always open.

Council adopted a recommendation from
township clerk Debbie Leroux that the re-
port by Sierra be posted on the township
web site for public viewing.

Uxbridge parks plan now in council’s hands 
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Council to look at clearing side-
walks

A letter from an Uxbridge resident
led council to agree Monday to have
township staff look at the costs in-
volved if the municipality took over

clearing snow from all sidewalks in
the urban area.

Airlie Brown said in her letter that
the pathways in Elgin Park should
not be cleared and salted in the win-
ter, stating: "If one doesn't wish to
walk on snow covered and, yes, rut-
ted uneven pathways then there are
many other places to walk that have
been cleared. ose of us who don't
mind this possible challenge can
head to Elgin Park."

Her letter was sparked by one sent
to council at the beginning of Febru-
ary by Doris Stewart, who requested
the pathways by "groomed" to enable
seniors to exercise safely outdoors.

In the discussion that followed the
reading of Ms. Brown's letter on
Monday, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Con-
nor said if the pathways are cleared,
they also have to be salted.

"Do we want to do that to the
trees?" she asked. "It doesn't matter
if it is a path in Elgin Park, we have a
standard we have to meet."

e mayor then suggested having
staff look at the cost of removing
snow from the sidewalks in the
downtown business area. However,
Councillor Gordon Highet re-
sponded that the exercise should in-
clude all sidewalks, not "a select few."

e mayor's motion was amended
to have staff look at the cost of clear-
ing all sidewalks.

In the discussion held on February
5, facilities manager Bob Ferguson,
answering a question about accessi-
bility, said clearing the pathways in
the park was not an accessibility issue
because Elgin Park is officially closed
during the winter. However, on
Monday, Chief Administrative Offi-

cer Ingrid Svelnis noted that since the
park's parking lot is cleared of snow
in the winter, it gives the impression
to the public that the park is open.

Council wants new look at develop-
ment

A townhouse condominium devel-
opment consisting of 94 units, pro-
posed for a property on Brock Street
East near Herrema Boulevard, has
raised the ire of some residents,
prompting Mayor O'Connor to sug-
gest that council needs to take an-
other look at the proposal.
One resident wrote to say she "sim-

ply (doesn't) want to watch Uxbridge
become another Markham or Stouf-
fville or Aurora." Another challenged
council "to use this development as
an opportunity to live its values and
think critically about the character of
the town that needs to be preserved."
In suggesting a new look at the pro-

posal, Mayor O'Connor said council
had heard nothing about accessibility
in the proposal.

"We have to make sure all walks of
life are addressed," she said. "I think
it's time we stood up and said what
we want to see integrated into that
development.

Councillor Pat Molloy agreed, say-
ing council should be "picky" about
what the development offers.

e townhouse complex, proposed
by Evendale Developments, would
place 94 units on the property. When
the proposal was first made at the
end of January, council expressed its
disappointment in the lack of green
space, the number of units, their
configuration and the low number of
visitor parking spaces.

When asked what powers council
has to demand green space and ade-
quate parking and to limit the num-
ber of units, the mayor said council
can't order green space to be in-
cluded but it can charge a fee in lieu
of parkland. However, limiting the
number of units is difficult. She then
laid the blame for such developments
squarely on the shoulders of the
provincial government.
"We have our backs against the wall

with density numbers and intensifi-
cation," she said. "Developers come
in with intensification proposals that
the province has promoted and our
hands are tied. e province is be-
coming more and more demanding
on what we can do and what we can't
do."
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April 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 & 14 at 7:30 pm
April 7, 8 & 14 at 2:00 pm

Uxbridge Music Hall
Produced by Cheryl Atwood
Directed by Jonathon Keith

Tickets available online 
onstageuxbridge.com 
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by Roger Varley

For fans of the Uxbridge Bruins,
it's time to find other things to do
on Friday nights: the Bruins' season
is over.
e Uxbridge team lost their best-

of-seven semi-final playoff series
against the Port Perry MoJacks 4-1
with a 2-1 loss to their arch rivals
at Scugog arena last Wednesday.
In a relatively close-fought game,

which saw only five minor penalties

handed out, the two teams battled
down to the final whistle. But it
was a penalty that led to the Bruins'
demise, a bench minor handed out
in the second period to assistant
coach Cliff Freckelton. He was in
charge of the squad because coach
Rob Acton and MoJacks' coach
Tom Boyle were both sitting in the
stands, serving the first of their
two-game suspensions handed out
the previous night for leaving the
bench after Port Perry's game-win-

ning overtime goal. With Simon
Feig in the sin bin serving the
bench minor, Port Perry's Kody
Fruhner scored what proved to be
the game-winner on the power
play.

e MoJacks opened the scoring
with the only goal of the first,
scored by the ever dangerous Gra-
ham Lemers. Feig responded for
the Bruins midway through the
second, assisted by call-up player
Travis Buxcey, but with less than

two minutes remaining in the pe-
riod, Fruhner scored his power-
play goal.

e Bruins dominated the Mo-
Jacks in the third, firing 12 shots at
the net compared with Port Perry's

eight, but even with goalie Ryan
McConkey pulled from the net
with 1:42 remaining, the local
squad was unable to find the equal-
izer.

Uxbridge Public
Free Skating Event

Wednesday, March 14, 12:45 - 2:45 p.m.
at the Uxbridge Arena (Pad 2)

Hot chocolate will also be served!
Tel (905) 839-2878

Proud to serve our community!

Jennifer
O’Connell

Member of Parliament

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Across
1. Hooters
5. ..."Once and for ___!"
8. Air circulating device
11. Cheer
12. Excel chart
13. Past
14. Alternative
15. Drink with jam and bread?
16. Congeal
17. Podiatrist's fetish
19. Money that is battled for
21. Palatial
24. Nifty
27. Adage
30. Describing a crucial hour
32. Lobby, say
34. Perceive with the eyes
35. Usher tune
36. "All ___ are off!"
38. Do-over
40. Prevent
43. So last year
45. Bounce
48. Part of U.A.E.
50. Residue from a stogie
51. Astonish
52. Confront
53. E or G, e.g.
54. X rating?
55. Vamoosed

Down
1. Aluminum source
2. Pack animal
3. Get checkmated
4. Beef cow
5. Rental unit, for short
6. Whopper, e.g.
7. Ballet move
8. Buckles, as a seat belt
9. Go gray
10. That was a lie!
18. Connections
20. It's next to nothing
22. Iron, e.g.
23. Wish you were ___!
25. Gobbled up
26. Everyday article
27. Agent
28. Lionel Richie's "You ___"
29. Rolling in dough
31. Docs for dachshunds
33. "Thar ___ blows!"
37. Personnel
39. "___ does it!"
41. Like some votes
42. Clip
43. Popular tree
44. Play for a sap
46. Have chits out
47. Write
49. Resting place

Uxbridge Bruins take final bow to Port Perry MoJacks
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The Schitts Creek producers must
have been given a heads up more
than a year ago, because I’m told they
built a duplicate set in Toronto. And
now the Goodwood Lions Club,
caretakers of our little 1875 munici-
pal hall, have received notice from
Council to vacate the premises by the
end of this month. 
The Lions surely deserve our thanks

and appreciation for all the time and
effort they have put into preserving
our little Goodwood heritage build-
ing. They certainly did all that they
could, but they are a small group and
they don’t have the financial re-
sources to sink into a building they
don’t even own.

Service clubs raise money to help
the people in their communities, not
the buildings. Our Lions were able to
pay for hydro, fuel and upkeep,
which included any minor repairs
needed, in lieu of rent. But appar-
ently they didn’t live up to their con-
tractual obligations when they had
no money to pay for a ramp and
major bathroom renovations (now
required by law) that might be

needed some day if a person in a
wheelchair might want to visit the
building. Surely major expenses
should be the responsibility of the
owners (that’s us taxpayers), not the
occupants.

I guess it all boils down to whether
or not the building is a liability or an
asset. It is a liability if the owners
have to spend money on renovations,
and it is an asset if they can put it up
for sale and use any proceeds to ease
the tax burden for a given year. 

Oh dear! I surely do hope that
Council is not planning to use the
money from the sale to offset some
of the cost of the totally unnecessary
curbs and gutters I’m told they are
going to install on Front Street this
summer. What a waste!

Eleanor Todd
Goodwood

Re: Another empty building, “Am I
Wrong?”, Feb. 22 edition

No, Roger, you are not wrong about
the TD Bank pulling out of the
downtown. When they came to

council for permission to build a new
TD branch south of downtown, they
stated at the time that they had no
plans to close the downtown bank. 
The original plans for that property

was to have stores along the north
side with living space on top, and the
council of the day (Ward 4 councillor
Jack Ballinger) agreed to allow them
to take out the stores and living space
and build the bank in that location.

How disappointing it was when
some of the councillors agreed to the
TD plans of removing the apart-
ments above the stores when this
community needed (and still does)
rental space for those who want to
downsize, or young couples that
want to stay in their community.

We didn’t move forward with this
plan, we moved backwards and as
predicted we will lose the downtown
TD bank. 

I guess this is some people’s defini-
tion of “progress.”

Bev Northeast
Goodwood

Letters to the Editor

"Home, Sweet Home." "A man's home is his castle."
There are any number of expressions extolling the delights and benefits of

having a home. But for a large number of Canadians, the word "home" comes
with the suffix "less." And the number is likely to keep growing as affordable
housing, either in the form of home ownership or rental accommodation, be-
comes increasingly difficult to find. 

During Monday's council discussion about Evendale Developments' pro-
posed 94-unit townhouse condominium complex at the east end of town,
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor bemoaned the fact that there is little in the way
of social housing in Durham Region - or Uxbridge. She offered that she would
like to see some units in the proposed development set aside for low-income
families. We believe the mayor is likely to be greatly disappointed.
In that discussion, the mayor noted that developments such as that proposed

by Evendale, which cram as many living units as they can into any given prop-
erty, are the result of the provincial government's demand that municipalities
bow to its mantra of "infilling" and "intensification." That simply means fill-
ing in the municipality's empty spaces before expanding boundaries and put-
ting as many housing units in those empty spaces as possible. And the
province doesn't care how its policies affect established neighbourhoods or
the schools that serve them or the services that are provided. But established
neighbourhoods can be equally intolerant.
Earlier this week we learned that there is a project in Vancouver which is ac-

tually aimed at providing independent living for the homeless. According to
a report by CBC News, Community Builders, a non-profit organization, op-
erates a 78-unit temporary housing complex consisting of two buildings made
up of stackable units that were built in a factory and assembled on site. Each
room is 260 square feet and comes with its own bathroom and kitchenette.
The tenants each pay $375 rent a month. The CBC story says the complex
is part of a nearly $300 million investment to build 2,000 temporary homes
in the province of B.C. over the next two years. The units can be quickly as-
sembled on vacant land and deconstructed and moved elsewhere in the fu-
ture.

Sounds like a great idea, doesn't it? But there's a problem: the neighbours.
The other residents of the neighbourhood, presumably all having a roof over
their heads and warm beds to sleep in at night, turned out in force to object
to the project. The main focus of their protests was to preserve "Kids Safety
First", as though one instantly becomes a criminal and threatens children the
moment one becomes homeless. In a classic example of NIMBYism, they
held placards reading "Right Idea, Wrong Location."

Guess what? Those people claiming they were concerned about their chil-
dren's safety actually caused some of the tenants of the complex to leave be-
cause they feared for their safety. As for the kids the neighbours are so
desperate to protect, before the tenants started moving in, high school stu-
dents and some others in the neighbourhood stuffed gift bags with toiletries
and placed them in every unit. Beside each was a handwritten note welcoming
the tenant to the neighbourhood.
The kids seem to get it. While these young people are actually doing some-

thing, the adults keep building mansion-sized homes and complaining that
the less fortunate are some kind of a threat to their children's safety. Looks
like the future is good hands - it’s the present we have to worry about.

Our two cents
Home is where the heart is
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The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Provincial
Command Branches and Ladies Auxiliaries
Charitable Foundation recently funded three
new vital sign machines, including mobile
stands, for the Uxbridge site of Markham Stouf-
fville Hospital. 
Jo-Anne Gray (left), executive director of the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation, ac-
cepted $7,144.92 from Gloria Eng, Uxbridge
Legion Poppy Chair, Barb Pearson; president of
the Uxbridge Legion Ladies Auxiliary; and Sher-
rill Hodgson, president of the Uxbridge Legion
on behalf of the charitable foundation.
Since 1987, the local Branch #170 has con-

tributed $48,420, and the Ontario Provincial
Command and Ladies Auxiliary has donated
$102,895 since 1993. Both groups provide
funding for essential equipment purchases from
the approved capital list for the Uxbridge Hos-
pital. Submitted photo
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I was driving my 17-year old daughter to
Whitby on Monday afternoon, to the Durham
District School Board offices. She’s a student
senator at her school, and all the senators get
together once a month and discuss ways they
make their schools, and all schools better. Or
so she says. As we were driving along, we were
discussing her recent acceptance to university,
and as I dropped her off and watched her
bounce into the building alongside friends she
had met up with, I marvelled at how grown-up
and mature she seemed to be, and how thought
about how life was just ticking along as it
should. 

I had some errands to run, so I changed my
radio station back to CBC Radio 1 (teenager
on board = no radio control). On the program
“Here and Now,” host Gill Deacon was inter-
viewing MPP Arthur Potts, who wants to sub-
mit a private members bill in the Ontario
legislature that would ask the voting age be
changed from 18 to 16.

I just about drove off Taunton Rd. “Are you
nuts?” I screamed to the empty car. “My 17-
year old can’t keep track of her own head, how
on earth is she going to vote in an election?”
I settled myself down so that I could listen to

all the reasoning behind MPP Potts’ decision
to submit this bill. Listeners were also asked to
call in or put their thoughts on Twitter, and
there was no general consensus; opinions were
wide and varied, but not one of them moved
my stance. Sixteen-year olds being allowed to
vote? Heaven help us all.

Being a Libra, I tend to weigh all sides of an
argument or issue before I really settle on where
I stand on the matter at hand. The chatter on
“Here and Now” gave me lots to mull over.
One caller said that 16-year olds being given
an opportunity to vote was a great idea, pro-
vided the voter had already taken the Grade 10
Civics class that is mandatory curriculum in
Ontario. Note that the Grade 10 Civics class is
only worth half a credit. It’s not even a full se-
mester long. I’m sure that the youngsters are
going to fully absorb the complexities of our
governments and the politics they practice in
that amount of time. Adults in the room, raise
your hand if you’ve got it all figured out. Look
ma, no hands! I don’t care if they pass Grade
10 Civics with 100 per cent. No voting.
Another caller opined that young people don’t

pay taxes, and if they don’t pay taxes, then they
shouldn’t get to vote. I immediately agreed, be-
cause it helped my case, but quickly realized
that it was a lame argument - there are many

others who are 18 or older and don’t pay taxes,
yet they get to vote. 

One Tweet quipped that the voting age
shouldn’t be lowered from 18 to 16, but the
driving age should be raised from 16 to 18. I
laughed. That person’s on to something. 
Of course, MPP Potts expounded the reasons

for why he thinks 16-year olds should be al-
lowed to head to the polls.   

“Today’s youth are so much more sophisti-
cated, they know so much more.” (Connected
doesn’t mean knowledgable.)

“It will help them create the habit of voting.
I always took my daughters with me to vote,
from when they were young, and now they are
so involved in the process.” (Doing something
once every two or four years does not a habit
make.)
“Of course, it does increase voter turnout, but

maybe that will inspire those of us who take
voting for granted to get out there and exercise
our right to vote too!” (Self-serving.)
I think he actually suggested at one point that

he knew a nine-year old who was just so savvy,
he could capably vote right now. (But he can’t
spell “Conservative.”)
What exactly are the criteria for being able to

vote “capably?” It can’t just be age. The fall-out
from a recent election south of the border is
proof of that. Seems like those-who-ought-not-
vote came out in droves for that one. No, voters
have to want to become informed about what
they’re voting on. They need to want to pay at-
tention and learn. They need to be taught, and
they need to listen. That doesn’t mean they
need to agree with everything - in fact, they
shouldn’t agree with everything. It’s what they
do agree with that makes them vote a particular
way. A voter needs to care.

When I picked my daughter up, we talked
about what I’d been listening to on the radio.
“Vote when we’re 16?” she asked. “That’s just

stupid. I didn’t care about voting when I was
16. Not many people I know are into that stuff.
It’s all we can do to get school sorted out.” 

She turns 18 in April, and gets to participate
in not one but two elections this year. She’s
pretty excited about it, but I don’t think she
fully realizes the implications of it. Good thing
she’s got a news junkie for a mother - she’ll get
filled in on what’s going on. Problem with that
is, she’ll vote like me, and not from her own
mind. 
One person joked “A 16-year old voting is like

a five-year old using a stove. A bad idea.”
Let’s hope we don’t get burned.

It took a little while, but I found out what the
overseas area code for the United Kingdom
was. Then – this was 1980 – I asked for direc-
tory assistance in London. I naively inquired
about a residential phone number. To my as-
tonishment, they had his number. I carefully
composed myself, dialled, and fully expected
either an assistant or someone running inter-
ference to answer. The phone rang a few times.
Then, a man answered.

“Hello,” the voice said in an Oxfordian ac-
cent.
“Hello,” I said, not believing someone had ac-

tually picked up the phone. “Ah, would Dr.
Bannister be there?”
“Speaking…”
I remember seeing the grainy black-and-white

film in my history class, when I was 14. But it
had just as much resonance as if I had seen it
in my phys-ed class. There was this tall, string-
bean of a runner striding those last few yards.
Gasping for air, in his runner’s shorts and
striped jersey, he plunged through the tape,
while sporting officials and spectators closed in
around him, trying to blend into his extraordi-
nary-ness. He had done it.
“Three minutes, 59.4 seconds. Shattering the

four-minute mile, the Everest of athletic
achievement,” the voiceover announcer on the
newsreel said. “Well done, Roger Bannister!”

And as a novice long-distance runner, I was
inspired. I remember donning my runner’s
tank top later that day in 1963. And tying my
running-shoe laces with extra vigour. Bannis-
ter’s magic-mile performance from 1954 had
inspired me nine years after the fact. And from
that moment on, in every cross-country race or
mile run at our annual track and field day at
Agincourt Collegiate, I felt as if I might one
day match his achievement. And what an
achievement! On that May 6 morning in 1954,
Bannister was still in training. I mean, he was
still sweating it out as med student in a hospital
in London. He’d boarded a train, travelled to
the Iffley Road track at Oxford University. And
there, while about a thousand people looked
on, he’d run in a mile-long competition with
his track teammates Chris Brasher and Christo-
pher Chataway, and broken the world record.
He’d broken the four-minute mile.
“The man who can drive himself further once

the effort gets painful,” Bannister wrote later
wrote in his memoir The Four Minute Mile, “is
the man who will win.”
Then, several months after he’d broken the fin-
ish-line tape at Oxford, Bannister travelled to

the Commonwealth Games (then called the
Empire Games) in Vancouver to face his rival
at the time – John Landy. Landy had broken
Bannister’s 3:59.4 record in June 1954. So that
set up a confrontation in Canada, the so-called
“Miracle Mile.” The two athletes ran neck and
neck through three and a half laps, when in the
stretch Landy looked over his left shoulder just
as Bannister passed him on the right to win.

Roger Bannister died this week at age 88. 
Every autumn I ran cross-country races be-

tween halves during our high school football
matches in Scarborough, and each springtime
when I was allowed to wear running spikes, and
pull on that tank-top jersey with my school
colours across the chest, I felt like Roger Ban-
nister running the miracle mile. Until that
phone call in 1980 when, as the writer on a
half-hour TV documentary show, I managed to
speak with Sir Roger Bannister and ask him for
an interview. When he realized we intended to
fly from Canada to Britain to do the filmed in-
terview, he said, provided it didn’t interfere
with his responsibilities at a London hospital,
that would be fine.

I think I’ll always remember arriving – the
cinematographer, sound technician, inter-
viewer, and I (the researcher, script writer for
the show) at his residence in Soho. His wife
Moyra answered the door and directed us into
their parlour where we set up our camera,
lights, microphones and began the interview.
As I recall, the man who for several months in
1954 was the fastest long-distance runner on
the planet, seemed more interested in talking
to us about breakthroughs in his neurological
practice, than breaking the four-minute mile.
Even 30 years later, he seemed to downplay his
achievement. 

“However ordinary each of us may seem,” he
wrote later, “we are all in some way special, and
can do things that are extraordinary, perhaps
until then, even thought impossible.”

The same way Roger Bannister had inspired
me as a 14-year-old at the annual high school
track meet in east-end Toronto, it was Dr. Ban-
nister who’d told us in his rear-view mirror, that
every woman and man has the ability to be ex-
ceptional. I guess I would have expected noth-
ing less. Incidentally, at the track meet in my
final high school year, in 1968, I broke a per-
sonal barrier – I ran a sub-five-minute mile.   

Thank you, Dr. Bannister for sharing your
spotlight of fame.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

A run with distinction

Public Open House
Sunday, March 11 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Beautiful bungalow on a huge lot (95.30 x
126.75 ft) within walking distance to downtown
Port Perry! Features of this sunlit, move-in ready
home include an updated kitchen with quartz
counters & stunning backsplash & W/O to 
12 x 12 deck; tons of hardwood; siding across
front (2017); updated main wshroom; oversized dbl garage w 2 man doors; gas furn (2012); water htr(2012) (O); 
elec panel (2013) incl pony panel in garage; fully fenced bck yard! This home shows true pride of ownership! 
**** EXTRAS **** Incl: All elf's & ceiling fans; all window covs; fridge, stove, microwave, b/I dshwshr, washer, 
dryer, fridge downstairs, gdo; hwt(O), water softener(R), garden shed! Not Incl: Dartboard & cabinet.

Direct
416-433-7732

Office
905-852-2424

Sherry Cockburn
Sales Representative

$659,000

A Blonde Moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Leave the voting to the big kids



by Roger Varley

is is the ninth “installment” in a se-
ries of columns and articles inspired by
a book entitled “13 Ways To Kill Your
Community.” 

at heading, a quote by the poet
W.H. Auden, cannot be disputed
and leads us to look into the soul of
Uxbridge.
e opening chapter of Doug Grif-

fiths' book “13 Ways To Kill Your
Community” deals with the issue of
water and what happens to commu-
nities whose water
supplies are put at
risk. Not surpris-
ingly, he zeroes in
on the tragic
events of May
2000 in Walker-
ton, Ont., the
scene of the worst
case of E-coli con-
tamination ever in
Canada. As many
might recall, al-
most half the
town's population
of 5,000 fell ill and seven people
died because of negligence by the
town's Public Utilities Commission
in treating the water supply.
Griffiths says that, while such a sce-

nario is unlikely to happen again,
communities across Canada are
often being put under "boil water"
orders. But, while due diligence is al-
ways advised, it seems Uxbridge is
unlikely to see such an order issued
here.

Uxbridge's water supply is man-
aged by the Region of Durham. It

comes from three municipal wells
ranging in depth from 58 metres to
76 metres. It is treated, disinfected
and monitored constantly and if a
problem is detected, an alarm
sounds and the wells are immedi-
ately shut down. It takes 60 kilome-
tres of watermains to distribute the
water to residents. e region con-
stantly checks for chemicals in the
water and its latest report shows
none are above the maximum ac-
ceptable concentration.
Further protection comes from the

province in the form of the Oak
Ridges Moraine
Act, which pro-
hibits any sizable
development on
the moraine in
order to protect the
aquifer from possi-
ble contamination.
e quality of the
water in the aquifer
perhaps can be at-
tested to by the fact
that many people,
some travelling
from as far away as

Toronto, visit the Chalk Lake spring
near the Ski Lakeridge resort to fill
their containers.

Yet many residents continue to
purchase bottled water from their
local supermarkets. Zehrs has an
aisle almost completely devoted to
bottled water. Presumably, the pur-
chasers of bottled water want their
H2O to be pure and free of addi-
tives. Yet one of the Nestle brands
lists on its label that the contents
contain calcium, chlorine, sodium,
magnesium, potassium and fluorine.
None of these, of course, are harm-
ful, but it puts the lie to people who
don't drink tap water because it con-
tains fluoride and chlorine.
Griffiths claims in his book that he

can go into any community, blind-
folded, drink a glass of water and tell
by its taste the state of the commu-
nity. He does state, however, that
“there is no assurance a town with
quality water will be a raging suc-
cess. ere are many towns I have
helped over the years that have qual-
ity water but still struggle to find
ways to achieve enduring prosper-
ity.”
We look forward to offering him a

glass of Uxbridge tap water when he
visits our community in May.

Copies of “13 Ways To Kill Your Com-
munity” by Doug Griffiths are avail-
able at the Cosmos office and at Blue
Heron Books.
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THIS WEEK
Thurs., March 8: Seniors’ Health
Forum - How to stay out of the Emer-
gency Department, or be prepared for it.
2 - 3:30 p.m., Shobrook Gardens, 1
Elgin Park Dr. Refreshments provided. 

NEXT WEEK
Mon., March 12: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Country-
side Preserve. Slow to moderate 2hr.
hike. Well mannered dogs welcome.
Meet at conservation parking lot behind
Wal Mart at south end of Uxbridge off
Hwy 47. Contact: Brian & Wilma Mill-
age 905 853 2407
Fri., March 16: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Glen
Major West. This is a fast pace, 10 km,
2 hr., loop hike or snowshoe with some
hills. Meet at the parking lot on the east

side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sat., March 17: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 5+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. You might
need snowshoes or icers. Meet at the
roadside parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161

UPCOMING
Mon., March 19: Keeping it
Green, Keeping it Beautiful. Join
the Claremont Garden Club for a presen-
tation by Sean James, an eco-consultant,
garden designer & teacher. Refreshments
start 7:10 p.m., meeting at 7:30, Clare-
mont United Church. Visit claremontgar-

denclub.ca for further details. Free for
members, $5 for guests. 
Tues., March 20: Uxbridge Sen-
ior Citizens’ Club Ham & Scal-
loped Potatoes Luncheon. Catered.
12 noon, Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. Tick-
ets available starting March 7 on
Wednesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 - 11
a.m. and 1:30 - 2:30 p.m., $10 for
members, $15 for non-members. New
memberships available, $10.
Wed., March 21: Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike, 9: 30 a.m.
Walker Woods West. 10+ km, Fast, 2+
hr. hilly loop hike. Snowshoes or icers a
must have. Meet at parking lot on east
side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21at Allbright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Thurs., March 22: Lunch 'n Learn,
St. Paul's Anglican Church, noon - 2 p.m.
Doctor of Audiology Shira Miller will
present & answer questions about what
happens to your hearing as you age.
Pay-what-you-can lunch catered by St.
Paul's Take-A-Break and Anglican Church
Women groups. Call 905-852-7016 to
reserve a seat. 
Sat., March 24: Uxbridge Lions
Annual Pancake Breakfast. 7:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Uxbridge Arena.
Serving freshly made pancakes with real
maple syrup, bacon & sausages. Gluten-
free option available upon request. Cost
- donation, all proceeds support local
community projects.
Sun., March 25: Cantorei Sine
Nomine Chamber Choir sings
Lamentations of Jeremiah by
Tomas Luis de Victoria. 7:30 p.m.,
Greenbank United Church. Directed by
Stu Beaudoin. No tickets required. 

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion Open Mic. Every
Sunday Afternoon from 2 - 5 p.m. Every-
one welcome. All styles of music are en-
couraged. For more, call 647-428-7760.
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753
COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

GOVERNMENT REBATE AVAILABLE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS
Uxbridge 

Denture Clinic 
2 Campbell Drive

Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist

“13 Ways” Installment
#9 - Water is the soul
of the Earth 
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SERVICES
HANDYMAN. 27 years experience. No
job too small or too big. Free estimates. All
work is guaranteed. Also do snow-plowing.
416-705-9993.   3/8
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care
in your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails,
callus, corns. Veterans welcome. 416-274-
6765   3/29
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for
14 years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking,/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services…call or text 905-852-

8525…follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge   3/29
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-
6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com   3/29  
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145.  5/31
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique,
6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339.
An uplifting experience!    3/29

FOR RENT
UXBRIDGE HOUSE: House for rent in
Barton Farms. 4 bedrooms. $2,250 plus

utilities. Available April 1. Contact Lisa,
416-843-5118 or Tony, 647-271-1331.
3/15

WANTED
DZ DRIVERS WANTED for deliveries
during the spring fertilizing season. We pay
competitive wages. 905-473-2449 or email
resumé to wayne_kennedy@cargill.com
3/15

VINTAGE HOCKEY ITEMS. Cash paid for
hockey cards, Shirriff hockey coins and
Coke caps in excellent condition from 1950s
and 1960s. Contact scootahnef@gmail.com
for appraisal.   3/8

EVENTS
OLD FRIENDS’ BIRTHDAY CONCERT!
Lynn McDonald presents an evening of
celebration with friends Dave Restivo &
Jim Vivian. Sunday, March 11, 7 p.m.
(doors open at 6:30), Church of the
Ascension, 266 North St., Port Perry. $25,
cash only, available at Eco Port in Port
Perry; Presents in Uxbridge.   3/8 

TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH 
Trinity was built in 1888. It has gone
through two World Wars, a Depression, the
Korean War and here it stands, a building
of Love and Worship. Open to all. Come
join us Sunday Mornings at 10 a.m. We
have Sunday School for all ages from JK
to grade 12. Call Cindy at 905 852 6213
for information.

FOUND
Bike helmet found in Elgin Park on
Tuesday, March 6. Call 905-862-0316.
3/8

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Yet some people accepted him
and put their faith in him. So he
gave them the right to be the
children of God.”  

John 1:12

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

NO FOOLIN’ - EASTER IS JUST OVER 3 WEEKS
AWAY! ORDER YOUR MEAT TODAY!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

INCOME TAX
Over 25 years experience

Pickup & Delivery in the Uxbridge Area
Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com
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