
WELCOME ABOARD - Dr. Garry Cubitt, chief administrative officer for the Region of Durham, presents Gerri Lynn O’Connor with the Regional Chair’s chain of office.
O’Connor was sworn into the position on Friday at the township offices. For more on the Uxbridge mayor’s historic move, see story below. Photo by John Cavers

Reuniting refugees

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor has
been named chair of Durham Region to replace
Roger Anderson, who passed away recently. O'-
Connor will serve as chair for the remainder of
Anderson's term, at which time she will be re-
placed by whoever wins the seat on the upcom-
ing municipal elections.
The former mayor - (she officially resigned the

position in a letter to Uxbridge council on
Monday) - was unanimously appointed chair
last Wednesday. She was officially sworn in by
regional clerk Ralph Walton at a ceremony in
the Uxbridge council chambers on Friday and
then presented with the chain of office by re-
gional Chief Administrative Officer Garry Cu-
bitt. O'Connor explained she wanted the
ceremony in Uxbridge so that township staff
and local media could attend.

Following the brief ceremony, O'Connor re-
ceived a standing ovation from the packed pub-
lic gallery which included most of Uxbridge

council, township staff, several regional coun-
cillors and area councillors, as well as members
of the public.

There was little in the way of pomp and cir-
cumstance during the ceremony; at times it al-
most seemed like a roast, with Regional
Councillor Jack Ballinger telling the assemblage
"the old grey mare, she ain't what she used to
be." Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid Svel-
nis said the township is both excited and dis-
appointed in the mayor's elevation. She opined
that perhaps O'Connor could hold both posi-
tions, but then added: "You can't ride two
horses with one ass."

Deputy mayor Pat Molloy said the former
mayor has been "a fantastic mentor and a great
example," while township clerk Debbie Leroux
said O'Connor had the respect of staff and res-
idents.

"It's an amazing way to end 34 years of serv-
ice," she said. 
Gerri Lynn O'Connor noted she had "shed a

lot of tears [the night before]" at the thought

of leaving her work family.
"We're blessed with an excellent staff, with

great camaraderie," she said.
"I didn't foresee sitting as regional chair," she

added, " but things happen for a reason. We've
accomplished a lot and we're leaving Uxbridge
in great shape."

Following the brief ceremony, most of those
in attendance took turns having their photos
taken with the new chair.
In an interview with the Cosmos a day earlier,

O'Connor said she had been nominated for the
position by Mayor Steve Parish of Ajax at last
Wednesday's regional council meeting.

"I didn't expect it," she said. "I was totally
taken aback. I gave it a lot of thought because
this has been my home for the last 34 years.
Walking away from staff is very difficult."

She said council approved the nomination
unanimously because she had already an-
nounced she would not be seeking to continue
in public office after the municipal elections 

...continued on page 3

by Roger Varley

St. Paul's Anglican Church is joining with a
group of five other Anglican churches in Pick-
ering and Whitby to reunite a Syrian refugee
family.
Rev. Mark Kinghan said the churches are rais-

ing money to bring a young woman, her hus-
band and child to Canada to join the woman's
family who were sponsored earlier. Rev. King-
han said the young woman married and had a
child while she and her family were waiting to
be approved to enter Canada. When the ap-
proval came, the young woman was no longer
eligible to come with her family.

"So now we're sponsoring the daughter so
they can be reunited," Rev. Kinghan said. 
The minister said the young woman's family

now lives in Whitby and he expects she, her
husband and child will also live in Whitby
when they arrive.

...continued on page 3 

Former mayor first female in Durham to hold regional chair 

Ask about my Luxury Marketing of your high-end property this year. Services 
Include but are not limited to: High-End Photgraphy, Drone Photography & 
Videos, 3D Matterport Tours, 2D Schematic Floor Plans, 360 Virtual Tours, 
High-End Staging, Worldwide Syndication to High-End Markets, Luxury 
Magazine Profile, Optionial Open Home Weekend, etc.
Visit www.YorkDurhamHomes.com

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative
REALTOR®, SRES®, SRSSM, ABR®

Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

www.LuxuryRegistry.ca
Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

WINTER is OVER!!!!  Enjoy this LUSH GREEN BACK YARD
Overlooking conservation lands. Premium lot on Sought after quiet 
street. Close to parks, shopping, schools, arena. Almost 2500 sq ft 
plus huge open basement with walkout and potential for granny flat. 
Very well maintained 3 bedroom, 3 bath home with a den on 2nd 
floor, main floor laundry with access to insulated 2 car garage. 
For more info call/text Marie.

Direct: 905-439-2033
www.ComFLEX.ca

Open House
Sunday!

2pm to 4pm
22 James Hill Court, Unit 103

Patrick Bryant
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Do you remember what happened
in Uxbridge on March 29, 1998? If
the answer is “certainly not!” then

perhaps this will jog your memory.
One Voice Singers presented
“Spring Into Song,” its first spring
concert, at St. Paul’s Anglican
Church. Angela Wakeford, who
founded the choir the previous fall,
led the group in a presentation rich
in variety and quality, setting a
standard that the choir continues to
pursue 20 years on.  At that inau-
gural concert, the choir was helped
by several guest soloists, including
Elizabeth Elming (who was 10 at
the time), Mark Powney, Matthew
Kett and Emily Myhr, along with
the Uxbridge Youth Choir.

is year’s concert celebrates this
20th anniversary, and the One
Voice Singers are proud of this her-
itage as it offers “Reminiscing” to
the community on Saturday, April
28, also at St. Paul’s.

In homage to that initial concert,
One Voice will reprise seven songs
from that time, which many people
will recognise. Charles White, who
is in his 10th season of conducting
the One Voice Singers, will lead “a
presentation rich in variety and
quality as we continue to grow as
musicians.”

Tickets are $20 and may be pur-
chased at Presents Presents, or at
the door.

Council looks to fill mayor's seat:
Uxbridge council will take steps over
the next couple of weeks to fill the
vacancy in the mayor's chair left by
the resignation of Mayor Gerri Lynn
O'Connor after her elevation to re-
gional chair.

Under the direction of deputy
mayor Pat Molloy, council asked
clerk Debbie Leroux to bring a report
to the next council meeting on April
23 declaring the mayor's position va-
cant and outlining the options before
council.
e options will include appointing

an interim mayor to serve the rest of
O'Connor's term, the most likely
way council will proceed. In such an
event, assuming the interim mayor is
chosen from among the councillors,
that would leave another council seat
open. Council could fill that vacancy
by appointing someone to serve until
the next election or by holding a by-
election. Leroux said that since the

municipal elections are more than 90
days away, leaving the council seat
empty until then is not an option.

After receiving Leroux' report next
week, council will likely revisit the
subject at the first meeting in May.
""We should get it resolved as soon

as possible," Pat Molloy said.
Debbie Leroux responded that the

decision cannot be rushed too much
because council has to give the public
an opportunity to participate.

CIBC a heritage building?: In a let-
ter to council, Robin Coombs, chair
of Uxbridge's Heritage committee,
advocated declaring the CIBC bank
building at the corner of Toronto
street and Brock Street as a heritage
building.

In the letter, Coombs noted the
bank is celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary. He said the building, which he
described as an example of Edwar-
dian style, was erected in 1917 and
has stood the test of time, both in the
retention of its original style and the
condition of the building.

His request was referred to staff for
a report.

End of rebates for empty stores?:
Township tax collector Susan
Straughan gave council a report out-
lining changes the Region of
Durham has made to the Vacant Re-
bate and Reduction programs, which
allowed owners of vacant stores or ex-

cess industrial space to pay lower
property taxes.

Straughan's report said the Vacant
Unit Property Tax Rebate program,
"available to eligible units in the
broad Commercial (30 per cent re-
bate) and broad Industrial (35 per
cent rebate) property tax classes" will
be phased out evenly over the next
couple of years, with elimination in
2019. e discount applied to prop-
erty taxes on parcels "in the vacant
and excess land subclasses of the
broad Commercial (30% discount)
and broad Industrial (35% dis-
count)" also will be phased out with
elimination in 2020.
Straughan noted, however, that the

increased municipal property taxa-
tion resulting from the phase-out and
elimination will be offset by the cor-
responding reduction in the indus-
trial class property taxes.

New equipment for Elgin Park: Two
more pieces of fitness equipment will
be added to Elgin Park this summer
to join the five already in place.

Facilities manager Bob Ferguson
said a leg press and an air walker will
be added, thanks in part to a
$10,000 contribution from Pat Hig-
gins of Canadian Tire. Higgins had
already donated $10,000 to the orig-
inal pieces.
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the April 16 
Council Meeting

One Voice reminisces over
20 years of singing



Regional chair, from page 1

later this year. She said council preferred the chair go to someone who would not be seeking election
to the office, because anyone else could be seen as having an advantage in the election.
"I will be doing everything that the region of Durham expects," she said, but added that she will

not sit on the Durham Region Police Services board as Anderson did. She will delegate that role
to Kevin Ashe, regional councillor from Pickering.

"I didn't feel the chair of Durham Region should chair the police service board, which has the
biggest financial impact on the region," she said.

However, she will take a seat on the Durham Regional Transit board.
Asked if she was ready to handle the contentious issue of how Durham Region deals with the le-

galized marijuana legislation that may come into effect this summer, O'Connor stated bluntly that
she does not expect the legislation to come into force during the next six months.
She said the standouts of her career as mayor include the strong financial position of the munic-

ipality "especially when it comes to infrastructure. We've been able to build a lot without deben-
tures, until the new fire hall." She's also proud of the
amount of trees and trails that have been put in place.
"But everything we've achieved could not have been done
without the total commitment and effort of our volun-
teers," she said.
O'Connor's first official public duty as chair will be to

oversee the meeting of the committee of the whole on May
2.
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Refugees reunite, from page 1

Rev. Kinghan said the churches are part of a group called
AURA (Anglican United Refugee Alliance). They spon-
sored the original family of a father, mother, grandmother
and four children, who arrived in Canada about a year ago.
Rev. Kinghan said the young woman and her family are
now living in a shipping container in a refugee camp.
The group of churches is looking to raise $5,000 for the

sponsorship; to help, St. Paul's will be holding a Greek din-
ner on Friday, May 4, at 5:30 p.m. All tickets for will be
pre-sold, with no tickets available at the door. Tickets will
be $20, with the price halved for children under 12. Tick-
ets should be purchased before May 1 and can be pur-
chased by calling the church at 905-852-7016.

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com
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Indian Horse is a quintessentially
Canadian story, and it’s coming this
weekend to Uxbridge this weekend.
The film follows a young, but very
talented Indigenous hockey player.
Three Indigenous actors portray
Saul Indian Horse, an Ojibway
from the shores of the Winnipeg
River. As a child he is separated
from his family by Canada's noto-
rious residential school system,
where he and fellow Indigenous
students suffer routine physical,

sexual, and emotional abuse. Teach-
ers do their best to destroy the chil-
dren's identities, in the name of the
Christian god and the Canadian
state. Then, Saul discovers hockey.
Only through his passion for the
game and his rapidly improving
skills does he glimpse a path beyond
the horrors that confine him. But is
hockey enough to save him?
MAMMAWI COLLECTIVE is a

collection of volunteers wishing to
create positive change in the lives of

Indigenous People living in On-
tario, and we are focusing on edu-
cation. We feel this movie has the
potential to  start meaningful con-
versations.
The showings are part of the Roxy

Theaters Art Film presentation se-
ries and will be on this Saturday and
Sunday, April 21 and 22 at 4 p.m.

Barbara Blower
Coordinator

MAAMAWI COLLECTIVE

Letters to the Editor

Six months or so from now, Gerri Lynn O'Connor will finally step into a well-
deserved retirement. Until that day comes, however, she will oversee the regional
council of Durham as its new chair, replacing the late Roger Anderson.
We can think of no better way for Ms. O'Connor to finish her 34 years of public
service. We suspect that she will not undertake her new job as a "lame duck,"
but will run regional council much as she ran Uxbridge Township council: firmly,
fairly, and with an ever-present sense of humour.

While Ms. O'Connor was mayor of Uxbridge, the Cosmos butted heads with
her several times, but such occasions never descended into rancour. Her door was
always open, not only to the Cosmos, but to anyone, whether they were supporters
or critics.
It is not up to us to judge whether or not she did a good job as mayor. But she

never lost an election and no-one can argue the fact that she has devoted herself
to the township for the best part of four decades, first as a ward councillor and
then as mayor.
Her knowledge of the township and its residents is impressive. When talking to

members of the public, either sitting in council's public gallery or appearing as
deputants, she almost always knew where they lived and who their neighbours
were. She was never more delighted than on those occasions when she was called
on to make presentations to Uxbridge residents, especially if they were youth.
She had a way of making everyone feel comfortable.

She was a staunch supporter of township employees and woe betide anyone
who criticized any of them without a valid complaint. On the other hand, woe
betide any employee who fell down on the job.
A devoted mother and grandmother, she is, nevertheless, no pushover. A number

of years ago, a large anti-Pickering airport group called VOCAL descended on
Uxbridge council to make a deputation. They came complete with their own
video cameraman. When the mayor informed the group that recording council
sessions was not allowed, the VOCAL members objected strongly and tried to
use their numbers to get her to change her mind. She responded by calling a
recess in order to have a quiet word with the group's leader. The result? When
council resumed, VOCAL proceeded with its deputation, sans camera. What
could have erupted into a drawn-out shouting match was resolved by the mayor's
quiet but determined resolution that no-one was going to be allowed to run
rough-shod over council rules.
That doesn't mean she was immoveable. She was always willing to listen to all

sides in a debate and was not above changing her position on any given issue if
someone came up with a persuasive argument or brought new facts to the table.

Gerri Lynn did not let her position as mayor go to her head. Her office at the
township hall was small and, with its red wallpaper, more resembled a cozy living
room than the office of a chief councillor. The day after she was appointed chair,
she was engaged in packing up the personal memorabilia in her office, rather
than have some underling do the job.
Under her watch, among other things, the township has built a new fire station,

purchased the Fields of Uxbridge, vastly expanded the trails network, paved the
majority of the roads in the township and has operated debt free. But once again,
the mayor refused to take all the credit, acknowledging that everything achieved
under her stewardship could not have been accomplished without the efforts of
volunteers.

We wish Gerri Lynn O'Connor the best of luck in her brief tenure as regional
chair, but more than that we hope her years as a senior retiree spending time with
her granddaughter are long and sunny.

Our two cents
Riding off into the sunset

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
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to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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The title is a quote that is often attributed
to Benjamin Franklin. It is interesting how
we deal with adversity. It sometimes comes
out of nowhere and hits us like a ton of
bricks. Left tethered to the earth by only
the tiniest filament, a spectre of disbelief
envelopes those affected. The families in
Humboldt, Saskatchewan, are facing the
waking nightmare that comes with the dev-
astation that accompanies lives cut short.
All the hockey sticks in the country set out
on porches won’t bring back those lost in
the senseless tragedy. But those hockey
sticks represent the support of a commu-
nity, of friends, of strangers, of a nation.
When faced with life altering devastation,
it is that kind of support that can make all
the difference in the world. 

The support of friends, family, neigh-
bours, acquaintances, and strangers is an
amazing thing to witness when you are on
the receiving end of the kindness. It is those
tiny moments that fuel recovery. Last sum-
mer I saw the original cast perform Come
From Away, the musical based on the thou-
sands of passengers stranded in Gander,
Newfoundland when North American air-
space was closed after the terrorist attacks
of 9/11. An unlikely topic for a musical, to
be sure, but an incredibly powerful piece of
theatre that has been playing to packed
houses on Broadway and to sell-out crowds
in Toronto since its return. Gander is a
community that was, on paper, ill-
equipped to house the ‘plane people’ (as
they were known), but it came together and
figured out how to respond to the physical
and emotional needs of the stranded. The
relationships born of this tragedy were in
many cases lasting and meaningful. 
Life is difficult. There is no doubt that few

of us get through unscathed. When faced
with a life-altering event, we are thrown
into the unknown. The distance between
where we were and where we will end up is
indefinite. It is a black hole of unexpected
and unforeseen change, where certainty is
replaced with chaos. The path forward,
once clear, is now obscured. The clouds roll
in on a wave of bewildering grief and pain
unimaginable prior to the event. Change in

light of the circumstances is inevitable;
ironically, that change can offer opportu-
nity. 
Humboldt Bronco’s player, Logan Boulet,

had recently registered to be an organ
donor. At 21, one can assume that he fig-
ured those gifts would have supported him
for a long time before they would serve to
save the life of another. In a television in-
terview, Boulet’s father acknowledged that
the doctor retrieving his son’s heart com-
mented on it being the strongest one he
had ever recovered. By choosing to honour
their son’s decision, the Boulet family took
their grief and spun it into something pos-
itive; a final act for their son, a remem-
brance, a continuation. 
Boulet’s organ donation has caused a surge

in online registrations all over the country.
People young and old are being driven to
do something. Hockey sticks may show re-
spect but signing on to be an organ donor
will have significance far into the future.
Boulet’s selfless act teaches us a lesson in
giving, in compassion, in understanding.
His family can find solace in the fact that
Boulet’s final act has saved lives. In the
darkness enveloping them at this time they
found a gleam. A gleam that brings light to
others. A light that recently shone for two
lung transplant recipients I know. I am
grateful for Boulet and others like him. 

Every day all around us, there are people
who are suffering. Their circumstances
likely lack the publicity the Humboldt
tragedy has garnered but their pain is no
less significant. In the coming days, as the
hockey sticks disappear, may we be re-
minded of the pain experienced by those in
our own community. Consider what can be
done to alleviate their suffering.  Listen to
their needs – sometimes the simple act of
listening is all that is needed. Their pain
doesn’t need to be in the headlines to be
worthy of support. Perhaps that, and
maybe a few more organ donor registra-
tions, could be a legacy of the Humboldt
tragedy. 
If you are considering becoming an organ

donor or if you want to check if you are al-
ready registered, visit www.beadonor.ca.

Monday night I was driving. I was on the edge
of the range of the radio station broadcasting
the Leafs-Bruins playoff game. It was late in the
third period. The signal faded momentarily just
as play-by-play announcer Joe Bowen’s voice
rose in intensity describing an up-ice pass from
Mitch Marner to Patrick Marleau. And just be-
fore the radio signal dropped out completely I
heard Bowen shout out his patented exclama-
tion: 

“Holy Mackinaw! What an enormous goal!”
With that goal, the Leafs won the game, 4-2.

I’ve always preferred listening to hockey on
the radio, almost more than watching it on tel-
evision. It has something to do with growing
up as I did in the 1950s and ’60s, weaned on
Foster Hewitt’s voice on “Hockey Night in
Canada” on radio, then eventually on national
TV. I’ve always said that hockey enters our
heads more vividly via our ears than via our
eyes. It’s theatre of the mind. And particularly
now, with the business side of hockey virtually
removing NHL accessibility from the everyday
Canadian, hockey via my imagination maybe
about as close as we ever get to the real thing.

Last week, a Toronto Star/CBC investigation
revealed that for the game I was listening to on
the highway Monday night – Game 3 of the
Leafs/Bruins playoff – there would only be 96
seats available of the total 17,929 at the Air
Canada Centre. The rest, the investigation re-
vealed, had disappeared into a black hole in the
ticket sales business known as online resale. In
other words, there actually were seats available
– about 1,000 the Star/CBC report said – for
Game 3. But rather than sell them to non-sea-
son ticketholders, Maple Leaf Sports and En-
tertainment (MLSE) had sold them to online
sites such as StubHub, SeatGeek and Ticket
Partners, a.k.a. online scalpers who resell the
tickets for many times the original price, some
going as high as $2,000 a seat.

“Highway robbery,” one Leafs fan com-
mented.

No. Not exactly. It turns out that MLSE is
gouging its fan base within the bounds of the
law (scalping is not illegal in Ontario) and then
it double-dips by gouging the gougers. Last
month, CBC investigator reporter Dave Seglins
revealed that MLSE recently sent out renewal
notices to some of its Leafs and Raptors season
ticket holders, a.k.a. “commercial resellers”
(a.k.a. online scalpers), that to renew seats for
the 2018-2019 season, they’d have to pay an
additional 30 per cent over regular customers.
As an example, Seglins cited a pair of gold seats

for all the Leafs home games. Regular cost?
$21,556 for the two seats for 42 games. The re-
seller’s cost? $28,454. And where did the addi-
tional $6,898 go? Back to MLSE. Not that
most of us would ever have that kind of discre-
tionary cash to spend anyway. Nevertheless, the
Leafs corporation would make profit on the
original ticket sale and profit on the sale to the
scalpers. And who pays for all that? The fan, of
course.

I found out about all this – the hard way –
last fall. I had relatives visiting from the West.
I suggested that I’d try to land a couple of pre-
season Leafs tickets. I timed my call for the day
I knew that tickets went on sale for a Detroit-
Toronto game. I called Ticketmaster, the sup-
posed box office ticket seller. I happened to go
online at the same time and clicked my way to
the visual of the A.C.C. seating plan. When I
actually got through to a human voice at Tick-
etmaster, I was told they had no tickets. The
person was right; as we spoke, online I watched
as black dots began breaking out like measles
all over the A.C.C. seating plan. The Ticket-
master person told me I’d have to go to an on-
line seller.

“No,” I said, “I want to buy my tickets from
you, Ticketmaster. Aren’t you the licensed sales
agency for Leafs tickets?”

“Yes, but you have to go online,” the person
said.

“I want to speak to your supervisor,” I de-
manded.
Long story short, I finally pushed and shoved
my way on the phone to a P.R. person, who
miraculously found me two Ticketmaster tick-
ets. I won’t tell you what I paid for them, but
the price was usurious. 

When I was a kid, my father wrote for the
Toronto Telegram newspaper, which was owned
by the Bassetts, the same family that then
owned the Leafs; for his loyalty every year Dad
was entitled to one pair of tickets to see a Leafs
home game at Maple Leaf Gardens. I couldn’t
wait for that one night each year when Dad and
I could go to a Leafs game, even if it was against
the Boston Bruins (then the basement dwellers
of the six-team NHL). It was heaven, even up
there in the Greys!

But today that thrill is gone. From now on,
thanks to greedy franchise owners, I’m left sup-
porting my team listening on the radio, where
the only price is the extent of my imagination.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Not even in the Greys

Your Community Newspaper
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UXBRIDGE

WAYS TO KILL 
YOUR COMMUNITY

An unflinching look at what can build a community or what can kill it.

Wednesday, May 23
Trinity United Church, 20 First Avenue, Uxbridge
Doors open to Sponsor Showcase at 5:30 p.m.
Keynote address at 7 p.m.  •  Q & A to follow

Doug Griffiths
Key Speaker 

Best selling author of “13 Ways 
to Kill Your Community”

Tickets $18 (tax incl.)
Available at the
Cosmos office and
Eventbrite.ca

Writing Fitz
column by Shelagh Fitz

Out of adversity comes opportunity
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THIS WEEK
Thurs., April 19: Lunch ‘n’ Learn -
Join Dr. A. J. Hackner to learn about the
changes that occur in your eyes as you
age & what you can do to protect your
sight. St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 12 - 2
p.m. Pay-what-you-can lunch. Call 905-
852-7016 to reserve seats. stpauls-
uxbridge.ca
Sat., April 21: Lasagna Dinner,
continuous serving. Featuring lasagna,
salad, rolls, beverages & dessert. St.
Paul's Anglican Church, 5 - 7 p.m. Tick-
ets available at door or in advance at the
church. Adults $15, child (5-12) $5.
Sponsored by the Men's Fellowship.
stpauls-uxbridge.ca and on Facebook
Sat., April 21: Amphibians at
Nonquon Outdoor Education

Centre. 7:30 p.m. Night walk, 19745
Old Simcoe Rd., (5 km north of Port
Perry). Spring Peepers and Wood Frogs
are the first species to sing in the early
spring wetlands, soon followed by Leop-
ard Frogs and American Toads. We will
check out several permanent ponds and
vernal pools listening for frogs and look-
ing for salamanders.
Sun., April 22: Lamentations of
Jeremiah by Tomas Luis de Victoria,
sung by Cantorei Sine Nomine chamber
choir, directed by Stu Beaudoin. Church
of the Immaculate Conception, Port Perry,
7:30 p.m. All welcome, no tickets re-

quired.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., April 24 - Thurs., April 26:
Disney’s The Little Mermaid at

Scott Central P.S. Doors open 6:40
p.m., show time 7 p.m.  Tickets: $10 for
adults, $5 for children 2-13. All wel-
come!
Thurs., April 26: Polar Bears of
Ontario’s North Shore. 7 p.m., Scu-
gog Memorial Library. Having studied
polar bears for 25 years in the Hudson
Bay lowlands, Dr. Martyn Obbard will
describe the behavior and ecology of
these giants and how they are dealing
with climate change. 
Sat., April 28: Canoe Outing on
the Nonquon River - Jay Thibert. 8
a.m. Limited entry, contact for details. Lo-
cation - Old Simcoe road bridge south of
10th Conc. Pre-registration / details,
email jay.thibert@sympatico.ca   
Sat., April 28: One Voice 20th An-
niversary Concert, St. Paul’s Angli-
can Church, 3 p.m. Tickets $20,
available at Presents, Presents, Presents,
or at the door. Free for children under
10.

UPCOMING
Fri., May 4: Greek Dinner Party,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 5:30 p.m.
Live entertainment, door prizes.  Tickets
$20, children 10 & under $10. No ticket
sales at the door. Call 905-852-7016 be-
fore May 1 to purchase tickets. All pro-
ceeds for community outreach projects,
including bringing a Syrian refugee fam-
ily to Canada.

Sat., May 5: 33rd Canoe River
Run, in memory of Chris Brunne.
Hosted by Udora-Leaskdale Lions Club.
Start/registration 8 - 10 a.m., at Peffer-
law Brook on Zephyr Road - Uxbridge
Township. Pledges this year support the
construction of a new pavilion at the
Udora Community centre. Minimum $20
in pledges per paddler. Transfer back to
start line provided.
Sat., May 5: Uxbridge Lawn
Bowling Club Open House, 12 - 3
p.m. Also, May 7-10 at 7 p.m., & May
14 - 17 at 7 p.m. Marion Chisholm 416-
678-1584.

ONGOING
Summer Soccer: register online for
recreational youth & adult summer soc-
cer. New Soccer Fitness for U18 Girls!
Volunteers & coaches wanted. Late fees
apply after April 30. Limited space in
some division. Register today!
www.UxbridgeSoccerClub.com 

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 12
noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

GOVERNMENT REBATE AVAILABLE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office

Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Tel (905) 839-2878  •  Toll Free 1-844-275-2860

Fax (905) 839-2423
Email  jennifer.oconnell@parl.gc.ca

Proud to serve our community!

Jennifer
O’Connell

Member of Parliament

 To my family, neighbours and friends, 
I wish to express my humble gratitude for 
meals, flowers, hospital visits, game nights, 
chauffeuring and inquiries. Also to my 
husband, Murray, for stepping up to the plate, 
taking care of  numerous household duties! 
You amaze me.
 It has been a long road to recovery but 
I am almost there after twenty-two months. 
I am truly blessed to live in such a fantastic, 
caring community.

Sincerely,
Elaine Cox

A new lottery designed specifically as a local
source of prizes and fundraising is coming to
Uxbridge. Every week provides a cash prize
for a lucky winner, as well as a chance to win
a progressive prize that could grow to as much
as $50,000.
Catch the Ace is a lottery presented by the

Rotary Club of Uxbridge, the Uxbridge Legion
and the Canadian Tire JumpStart program.
Tickets cost $5 and, in addition to providing
a chance to win one of the cash prizes, each
ticket generates proceeds that will be shared
by the three lottery presenters. 
Every week, starting on Wed., May 2, a max-
imum of 1,000 tickets will be sold. Every Tues-
day at 5 p.m. a draw will be held at the
Uxbridge Legion and somebody will win 20
per cent of the value of all tickets sold that
week. That prize could be worth as much as
$1,000 if all tickets are sold during the week.
Each ticket is good for that one weekly draw
only.
There is also a progressive prize, which is

where the fun and prizes can really add up.
When people buy a ticket they also select a
number from 1 to 52 – one for each card in
a deck of playing cards. At the beginning of
the lottery a complete set of 52 playing cards
is placed randomly into 52 envelopes. When
the winning ticket is drawn the envelope with
the number selected by the person who
bought that ticket is opened. If the envelope
contains the Ace of Spades, that person wins
the progressive prize in addition to the regu-
lar weekly prize. If the envelope does not con-
tain the Ace of Spades it is removed and that
portion of the prize money is carried over to
the next week. This portion of the prize
money grows each week until the Ace of
Spades is found. Every week the chances of
picking the right one go up. The progressive
prize is 30 per cent of the value of weekly
ticket sales, so this prize can add up quickly.
If the progressive prize grows as high as
$50,000 there will be a guaranteed jackpot
winner that week – draws will take place until
the Ace of Spades is revealed. 
No person under the age of 18 may purchase
a ticket, collect a prize or participate in the
lottery in any way. Tickets will be sold at the
Canadian Tire Store in Uxbridge, and at the
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 170. Ticket
sales end on Monday night each week.  
Watch the Cosmos each Thursday for exclu-

sive coverage about winners, and the pro-
jected value of the jackpot for the next week.
To see the full rules of the lottery please go
to www.uxbridgerotary.com/catchtheace

Catch on to Catch the Ace
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SERVICES
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Decks & flooring. Licensed,
insured & guaranteed. Big or small. Waterproofing
+ mould. Also emergency tree service. 45 years
experience. Senior discount. Book now! 905-473-
5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).   4/19
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence need
repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is
too small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2-year written warranty, free estimates.
For all your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  5/10
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. Book
now for eavestrough cleaning, spring clean-ups,
grass cutting and all lawn maintenance. Jason’s
Property Maintenance. 905-862-2644.   4/19
GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS: We
specialize in home renovations. We remodel &
update kitchens & bathrooms. We also finish
basements & install hardwood flooring, crown
molding, trim etc. Email
goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com, check
us out on Facebook or call 416-526-3469 for quality

work at a fair price.   5/3  
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
4/26 
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 14 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking,/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit
home-watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram
- HomeWatchUxbridge   4/26
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced
professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or
visit www.alexandercs.com     4/26

FOR SALE
ORGANIC MILK-FED BABY BEEF. Only 5
months old. $400 for quarter. Please call Reine
Schickedanz. 416-817-2490.   5/10

WANTED
SEEKING PRIVATE LAND OWNER with unused
Acreage near Goodwood/Coppins Corners. Pay per
use - Footprints Only. Email - infobdh3@gmail.com
5/10

SPRING CLEANING? Would you like to have
your good stuff picked up for free & see it go to a
good home vs. landfill? Consider donating to the
14th Annual Roxy Kids In Action Good Stuff Sale.
Contact Cathy Christoff at 416-989-6963,
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com or any Roxy Kid
In Action in your neighbourhood for free pick-
up.Your support of this very worthwhile cause is
greatly appreciated!  5/17

GARDEN HELP WANTED. Wednesdays &
Thursdays, part days. Perennial, shrubs & lawn
maintenance. Flexible hours. Start immediately. Call
905-649-0164.   4/19

EVENTS 
TRIALS, TRIBULATIONS & TRIUMPHS OF A
TEENAGE TOMATO GARDENER. Free seminar
at Richters Herbs, Goodwood. Join Emma Biggs this
Sunday, April 22, 2 - 3 p.m. Everyone welcome. Go
to www.richters.com/events for more information
or call 905-640-6677.  

TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH 
We have a Sanctuary that seats 600 for Weddings,
Musicals, Recitals, Chorus's, Plays and School
Graduation Ceremonies. We have a Friendship Hall
seats 100 with full kitchen for Anniversaries,
Birthday Parties, Family Reunions, Sports
Banquets. We have a Small Chapel that seats 50
persons. We have a gym with Basketball Court. Call
Cindy at 905 852 6213 to discuss rental.  4/19

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“You listen to the longings of
those who suffer. You offer them
hope and you pay attention to
their cries for help.”  

Psalm 10:17

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

OUR SPECIALS CHANGE EVERY WEEK - CHECK
OUR WEBSITE TO SEE WHAT’S NEW!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

INCOME TAX
Over 25 years experience

Pickup & Delivery in the Uxbridge Area
Eric 905-852-9110

eric@erickis.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist
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“13 Ways” Installment #12 - Playing the blame game
is is the twelfth and final “install-
ment” in a series of columns and arti-
cles inspired by a book entitled “13
Ways To Kill Your Community.”  

by Roger Varley

Addressing the final chapter in Doug
Griffiths' “13 Ways To Kill Your
Community” as it relates to
Uxbridge is difficult. In it, Griffiths
claims the most powerful way to kill
your community is to avoid respon-
sibility. He says that avoiding respon-
sibility is much like the game of hot
potato: disavow responsibility as
quickly as you can and pass it on to
someone else, which will continue on
and on because it is contagious. Grif-
fiths, not a fan of the coffee shop
crowd, says this crowd enjoys com-
plaining about things but seldom of-
fers solutions to problems because
then those in the crowd would have
nothing to complain about. It's also
called the blame game.

In some respects, he might be right.
e Cosmos regularly has conversa-
tions with all kinds of residents who
discuss (complain about) all kinds of
issues facing the municipality. Some
have, indeed, offered possible solu-
tions to what they perceive as prob-
lems, but possible solutions never get
expressed to those who could be in a
position to put them in place.

en there are those complaints
that appear valid but over which the

complainers have no control. One
example in Uxbridge is the gravel
truck traffic through the township,
and especially through the down-
town corridor. ere seems little the
average citizen can do to solve the
problem other than complain to
council, but those complaints are al-
ways met with the same response: it's
the region's respon-
sibility because the
trucks travel on re-
gional roads and
the region has ig-
nored the town-
ship's entreaties for
years.

e township
council's mandate
is to provide good
governance of the
municipality, keep
local services and
roads in good order
and to spend tax
dollars wisely to the
advantage of the
population as a
whole. On that basis, council appears
to have done a good job. But over the
years, local residents have taken re-
sponsibility for a number of items
that also affect the township, such as
the start of the trail system. It was
started by volunteers who sought out
landowners willing to allow a trail
through their property, cleared and
maintained the routes and sought

linkages to other systems. Eventually,
council came on board, organizing
volunteers and persuading developers
to create in-town trails through sub-
divisions. But it still is up to volun-
teers to do most of the work. Is this
a case of council rejecting responsi-
bility or of the community accepting
it?

Talking of the trail system, it was
private citizens John McCutcheon
and Wynn Walters who led the
charge to have the township’s historic
trestle bridge restored after it had sat
for years in sad repair.
e off-leash dog park and the skate

park are two more examples of resi-
dents putting forth the effort to es-
tablish recreational facilities after

years of foot-dragging by council.
e dog park backers complained for
years about having nowhere for their
canine companions to run free and
put forth numerous suggestions
about a location. When council at
last decided to allow the dog park, it
was left to the backers to raise money
for it. e same with the skate park.

e skateboard-
ers ran numer-
ous fund-raising
events over sev-
eral years to get
the project off
the ground. Did
council avoid re-
sponsibility or
did the park
backers take it
on?

en there are
the countless
volunteers who
help run Canada
Day, the Fall
Fair, the Santa
Claus Parade

and any number of other commu-
nity events. ey have taken on the
responsibilities of bringing those
events to their fellow residents, but
that doesn't stop others from com-
plaining about the job they've done.

Another frequent complaint about
Uxbridge is the amount of litter on
the streets and the piles of garbage
left on the downtown streets for

pickup. Is it council's responsibility
to be forever cleaning up the litter
and fly-away garbage or is it the res-
idents' responsibility not to litter in
the first place and to obey the set-out
times for garbage?

If it is council's responsibility to
provide good governance and keep
local services in good order, is it the
responsibility of the township's resi-
dents to make sure they do by at-
tending council meetings? e
opportunities are there - anyone can
make a deputation to council, any-
one can ask questions of council.
Making a deputation or asking a
question can be far more effective
than writing a letter. A letter can sim-
ply be “received” - meaning “thanks,
we'll file it away” - whereas a physical
presence has to be acknowledged and
responded to. Council can be per-
suaded to change their stance on a
given issue if faced with persuasive
arguments. 
We all have to accept responsibility

if we want to succeed.

Doug Griffiths, author of “13 Ways
to Kill Your Community,” is com-
ing to Uxbridge on Wednesday,
May 23, 7 p.m., at Trinity United
Church. Tickets are $18, and are
available at the Cosmos office or at
eventbrite.ca  See ad on page 5 for
more details. is is an evening you
won’t want to miss!


