
IT’S TIME TO GET FOAMY - Foam Fest 2018 participants trudged through mud pits, 2.5 million cubic feet of foam and overtook 22 obstacles, including the world’s
largest inflatable waterslide, at Dagmar Ski Resort, just south of Uxbridge, last Saturday. Next year’s Foam Fest is scheduled for July 27. Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley
In a report to council on Monday, treasurer
Donna Condon and public works director Ben
Kester said the overall cost of the Brock Street
culvert replacement is now estimated to be
$17.6 million, 75 per cent higher than the orig-
inal estimate of $10 million.
The report said the $17.6 million estimate is

"significantly higher" than the original esti-
mate, made back in 2012, because the original
did not include, among other things, the costs
of demolition of two downtown buildings,
paving the municipal parking lot and a contin-
gency fund. Also adding to the total are the
costs of the environmental assessment, con-
struction, utility relocation, non-recoverable
HST, contingency funds, detailed design, proj-
ect management and land costs. Almost $1.5
million will be spent on draining water from
the construction site.
About three-quarters of the original $10 mil-

lion estimate was to be covered by grants from
the federal, provincial and regional govern-
ments. The report said that "as a result of the
project costs being much higher than originally
anticipated, the Township plans to have further
discussions with the federal and provincial gov-
ernments and the region with regards to their
funding of the project."
The report further stated that the treasurer has

estimated that the township will require $5.3
million in debenture financing to fund the cul-
vert project, with the debenture to be issued in
2019 by the region. The report added, how-
ever, that the treasurer is asking council to ap-
prove debenture financing of up to $6 million
to a term of 25 years.

Councillor Gordon Highet said he was con-
cerned that the higher costs are showing before
a shovel is even in the ground, while Councillor
Dave Barton wanted to know when it was re-
alized that the cost was going to be so much

higher than the original estimate. However,
Councillor Fred Bryan opined that he has a lot
of faith that the three senior levels of govern-
ment "will step up again." The report and its
recommendations were received unanimously.
Just prior to receiving the report, council was

given another by Kester recommending that
construction of the culvert be awarded to Bren-
nan Paving Ltd., who came in with the lowest
bid among the three received from pre-quali-
fied companies. Brennan, a subsidiary of Miller
Paving, entered a bid of $12.3 million, plus
HST. Kester said Tuesday that Brennan will
likely begin the construction phase at the end
of August of possibly in September.
In a meeting with the Cosmos on Tuesday, at-

tended by Condon, Kester, Mayor Pat Molloy
and culvert communications officer Darryl
Knight, Condon said the original $10 million 

...continued on page 2

Brock Street culvert cost hits $17.6 million

37 Young Street. Fabulous back-split with Building Lot.
To be severed. 120-ft. x 185-ft. 
3 bed, 2 baths with recent updates.
In spacious Glen Acres subdivision.
N4187679. $949,900

36 McGuire. Enjoy the Pool!
Seller wants to Sell! Great family
home. Large fenced lot. 
3 bed, 3 baths.
Finished bsmt.
N4182010
$699,000 

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Condo Living in Downtown Uxbridge
Walk to everything.....dining, shops, parks, trails, public transit, movie 
theatre, and so much more. Very convenient underground parking, 
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, ensuite laundry, storage.  Offered for sale at 
$379,900. Call today to book your private showing.
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Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry

and North Durham

Your independent
neighbourhood pharmacy

Easy prescription file transfers

Now offering home health care,
ostomy, and medical supplies

29 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge

905-862-2800



Culvert costs, from page 1

estimate came out of the Environmental Assessment done in 2012 and reflected 2012 dollars.
"Ten million dollars was just an estimate," she said. "The township hasn't been using $10

million for the last year."
Kester noted he had used a higher figure in a report to council in February 2017. However,

that report estimated construction costs at around $8.6 million and total costs of $11.8 million.
Asked if council and the township had been lax in keeping residents informed of the increasing

costs, Mayor Molloy said he didn't think so.
"We've known a long time it wasn't going to be $10 million," he said, "but it's definitely higher

than we thought."
He said the township will be asking the federal and provincial government for more money be-

cause "it's a partnership", but added there is no guarantee more funds will be made available.
Nevertheless, the treasurer said she didn't expect Uxbridge residents will be asked for more

money. The report
she and Kester pre-
sented to council
offered a series of
juggling acts to
help make up the
difference, such as
directing money
that was intended
for a project on the
south township
line to the culvert
project, using pro-
ceeds from the sale
of the old fire hall
and Bascom Street
and using develop-
ment charges.

For past articles on
the Brock St. Cul-
vert Project, along
with other archived
material, visit 
thecosmos.ca 
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Arena ballpark to be sold:
Uxbridge council passed a resolution
Monday declaring the arena ballpark
surplus to the township's need and
authorizing the sale of the property
to the Durham District School
Board.
Council was told that the funds re-

alized from the sale of the ballpark
will be used to build a new ballpark
at the Fields of Uxbridge.

An accompanying report by clerk
Debbie Leroux said the land has
been appraised at $1.6 million and
that the school board has expressed
interest in purchasing the land and
adding it to the adjacent Quaker Vil-
lage Public School. However, the re-
port also noted that the school board
had completed its own appraisal,
which valued the two-acre property
at $1.9 million. e report said the
school board has agreed to allow the
township to continue using the ball-
park until such time as a new dia-
mond is built at the Fields of
Uxbridge.

Councillor Gordon Highet said he
was pleased the land will remain as a
passive park, while Regional Coun-
cillor Jack Ballinger said he wanted it
on record that the diamond will be
kept open until a new one is built.

Heads butt over land exchange:
Council agreed to a land swap with
a developer in the east end of town
after Councillor Highet, chair of the
planning committee, and Michelle
Viney, a candidate for the position of
regional councillor, butted heads.

In considering a report from clerk
Debbie Leroux, which recom-
mended swapping what is currently
Donland Lane for land through the
Evandale condominium project
which would then become a contin-
uation of Herrema Boulevard, coun-

cil added to the agenda a petition
brought that morning by Viney.
Viney explained she had visited
nearby residents on Sunday and per-
suaded 29 of them to sign the peti-
tion, which called on council to table
the swap until after the municipal
election or at least give the residents
two weeks to be heard.
Highet responded to the petition by

saying no one had called him about
the proposed swap. He also sug-
gested the wording of the petition
contained false information, which
Viney denied.

Candidate list grows: A few more
names have been added to the list of
contenders seeking office in the up-
coming municipal elections.

Todd Snooks has decided to chal-
lenge Angela Horne for the Ward 5
seat, leaving just Wards 4 and 5 with
only one candidate each at this writ-
ing.

More candidates have come for-
ward for the various school board po-
sitions. Marcellin Kwilu Mondo is
running to be on the French-lan-
guage separate school board and
Sylvia Landry is running to be
Counseillere, Conseil Scolaire Via-

monde. Carolyn Morton wants to be
a DDSB trustee and Kathy LeFort is
running for the Durham Catholic
District School Board. Also, Peter
Neal has joined the ranks of those
seeking to become regional chair.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

12 Deer Run - $2,489,800
Stunning custom stone mansion in prestigious Foxfire Estates. Over 8500
square feet of living space. Six walkouts to the secluded backyard oasis
with in-ground pool. 2.66 acres surrounded by mature trees. 5 bedrooms,
5 bathrooms. Phenomenal finished basement. Oversized 3 car heated
garage.

30 Mcguire Crescent - $674,900
Family home located on a premium corner lot right in Uxbridge. 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms. Main floor family room with wood burning fireplace.
In-ground pool with patio. Attached 2 car garage.  

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Shane Coxworth Sales Representative/REALTOR®

905-903-7965

Chris Larmer Sales Representative/REALTOR®

416-500-6377
www.powerofbluex2.ca

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, July 28 & Sunday, July 29  2-4pm. All Welcome!

Across
1. Victoria Secret offering
4. Mint
8. Pronoun
11. Tiny particle
12. Not sawn
14. Your and my
15. Kicks
16. Honey farmer
18. Lawyers' charges
20. Green vegetable
21. In the lead
24. "___ lost!"
27. Putting on
30. 60s songwriter
32. Crumbled
33. Actor Robert
34. Fundamental principle
35. Temporary
36. Southern general in the Civil 

War
37. Dish
38. Good shot
40. Stir up
44. Timely
49. High card
50. Magical
51. Ruhr River city
52. "Help!"
53. Kind of number
54. Evergreens with red berries
55. Cable station

Down
1. Punch

2. Gigolo
3. Green Gables girl
4. Chicago bear?
5. Together
6. First-aid item
7. Microwave
8. Uncooked french toast
9. Shade
10. Do wrong
13. Ice ___
17. Mechanical and design expert
19. West coast city
22. Goes quickly
23. Close
25. Islamic potentate
26. Actress, Spelling
27. Girl coming into womanhood
28. Examination type
29. Barely beat, with "out"
30. Badger's tunnel
31. __ de plume (pen name)
33. Evidence piece
35. Treat unjustly (2 words)
37. Fall guy
39. Exploration target
41. Hop dryer
42. Desktop object
43. For fear
44. Out of sync
45. Green color
46. Eucharist vessel
47. Novel
48. Coast Guard officer, abbr.

THE UXBRIDGE COSMOS
is a proud 

media sponsor for 
THE UXBRIDGE & AREA
NETWORKING GROUP.

Watch this space for
UNG-member specials
for COSMOS readers! 

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the July 23 
Council Meeting

Maud of Leaskdale Returns!
This summer, see the play everyone raves
about! Maud of Leaskdale, created by Conrad
Boyce, stars Jennifer Carroll as L. M. Mont-
gomery, and you shouldn’t miss it!
In the words of critic John Arkelian: “…
Maud of Leaskdale is a marvel of words elo-
quently delivered by Ms Carroll. It is no less
than bravura acting work: the solo performer
shares a non-stop inner monologue that spans
15 years in the life of its protagonist and a
lovely two hours in the lives of its audience.”

Only 3 performances this summer!
Wed., Aug. 22: Afternoon tea & play.

Lunch at 1 p.m., shortened version of play to
follow.
Sat., Aug. 25 & Sun., Aug. 26, 3 p.m.

Full length presentations of the play.
All performances are in the (air conditioned)
Leaskdale Historic Church. Tickets are $25.
To buy or reserve tickets, call the church at

905-862-0808, or at starticketing.com.
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As I was coming out of Bredin's
(Bakery) with my butter tarts, a po-
lice officer was walking down Brock
Street. I asked him why and he said
he does this now. He drops in to visit
our merchants to see how everything
is going. I said “Good for you!” and
shook his hand. 

If you see a policeman walking in
town, say hello. His name is John
Bell. Two of his officer friends do the
same in Oshawa. A very pleasant sur-
prise. 

Bob Kirvan
Uxbridge

Thank you for publishing the Cos-
mos. I enjoy Ted Barris, Roger Varley,
and guest writer columns, the Letters
to the Editor, and the ads of local
businesses, along with upcoming
events. It is an upcoming event that
I would like to share with readers.   

Greenbank United Church is host-
ing its 43rd Annual Beef Barbecue on

Friday, August 3, from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
This is a major fundraiser for both
the church and the betterment of the
surrounding community.

It’s going to be a delicious meal -
Harrington’s beef, baked potatoes,
special recipe beans, coleslaw, buns,
tea, coffee, cold drinks, pies and
other yummy desserts. 
Musical entertainment this year will

be by Greenbank man Mitch Tones,
who has been involved in a music ca-
reer since he was a youngster! 

Except for the first three or four
years, 1,000 tickets have been sold to
this barbecue each year, as word has
spread. People continue to attend
yearly as able, though changes hap-
pen, and we always welcome new
folks.

A huge tent on the church south
lawn, along with Ianson Park pavil-
ion, will help to accommodate folks
in the event of rain, or extreme heat.
Take outs are available, and you may

bring your own dishware to help the
environment - or use ours. Also, your
own lawn chair will allow you to sit
and linger until dusk.

Community volunteers are always
needed. They have been and con-
tinue to be a huge contribution, and
we thank them in advance.
Ticket prices are $20 for adults, $5

for children 7 to 12, and children 6
and under are free.
If you don’t know a ticket seller, call

the numbers below and your tickets
will be held for you, delivered to you,
or will be available Thursday, July 26,
2 - 4 p.m. at the Greenbank Church.
Advance sales are preferable. Call
Kim at 905-985-8095, or email
kjthomson1980@outlook.com or
leave a message at the church, at 905-
985-0844.
See you there!

Mary Jean Till
Greenbank

Letters to the Editor

It probably comes as no surprise to most people that the cost of the culvert replace-
ment under Brock Street is going to cost more than the $10 million figure that has
been floated around since it was first decided the work needed to be done. After
all, when did any major municipal project - (or federal or provincial, for that mat-
ter) - not see cost overruns in some form or other? But cost overruns usually come
after construction has started.

What is a surprise is that council now informs us - before a shovel has even dis-
turbed the ground - that the figure for the culvert has jumped to $17.6 million
from $10 million. That's a 75-per-cent increase!
In a meeting Tuesday with Mayor Pat Molloy, treasurer Donna Condon and pub-

lic works director Ben Kester, we asked if council had been lax in keeping the public
informed of rising costs. All three responded that they have been talking about
higher figures for some time. If that is the case, why did Councillor Dave Barton
ask in council on Monday : "When did we realize we were going to be this much
over?"

If a member of council was caught by surprise, it would seem there has been "a
failure to communicate," even though the township has two people dedicated to
dispensing and providing information about the project, as well as the township's
own communications officer.
If it has been known for some time that the $10 million figure was too low, why

did no one at council or on township staff ever call the local media to correct them
when they reported on "the $10 milllion project?" Even as recently as June 21, the
Cosmos published a story referring to it as "$10 milllion project" and no one called
to correct us.
In the meeting Tuesday and in a report to committee Monday, Ms. Condon and

Mr. Kester pushed the fact that the $10 million referred only to the construction
of the culvert, not all the associated costs. Not only that, they said, but the original
figure was in 2012 dollars and they have to take inflation over the last six years
into account. But where have all these explanations been over the last six years?
Council has approved engineering reports, environmental assessments, the demo-
lition of two buildings and various other activities with nary a mention that they
were going to affect the overall cost. Anyone with even a modicum of knowledge
would realize you can't put a new culvert under the municipal parking lot without
needing to repave the parking lot when the project is completed. Yet that, too, is
now listed as being part and parcel of the $17.6 million figure and not related to
the actual construction.
Now it appears that there's going to be some major juggling to address the higher

figure. Some of the funds allocated to a project of the township's southern bound-
ary road will be diverted to the culvert project. Funds from the sale of the old fire
hall will be used for the culvert, (we seem to recall those funds were to go to help
pay for the new fire hall). And while the township is doing that, they also are going
to go back to their "partners" - the federal, provincial and regional governments
who collectively agreed to put up three-quarters of the $10 million - to say: "Please
sir, we want some more." Councillor Fred Bryan says he has "faith" that the part-
ners will pony up. While faith is said to move mountains, will it move govern-
ments?

On top of all this, actual construction is not likely to begin until September, at
least three months later than the original start date of June. Since the construction
has always been touted as an eight-month project, will this three-month delay add
further to the cost of construction, given that five of the eight months following
September are winter months?
In the face of this revelation of a $17.6 million price tag, we won’t be the least bit

surprised if, when all is said and done, the tally comes out even higher.

Our two cents
Surprise, surprise, SURPRISE!

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
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CALL FOR PRESENTATIONS
The Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of Ontario invites persons who are familiar with the life of L.
M. Montgomery to prepare papers for presentation on LMM Day, October 27, 2018.
The theme is “L.M. Montgomery at Home in Leaskdale.”  We invite presentations that address

this theme in some way. During her Leaskdale years, Montgomery, already an accomplished author
and writer, experienced for the first time the roles of minister’s wife and mother. According to Mary
Rubio, readers of the Montgomery journals “are astonished by her energy and efficiency as she
fulfills her role of wife, mother, minister’s helper, supporter of her extended family, friend, profes-
sional writer and popular speaker.”
This multiplicity of roles provides fertile ground for thoughtful and enquiring minds to explore

linkages, preferences, influences, priorities and impacts. For example, how did the Leaskdale years
shape Montgomery as a person and influence her writing? How did she balance various demands
on her time with her need and urge to write? Did she consciously or unconsciously use the demands
of a professional writing career to sometimes limit her involvement in tasks, activity and work that
were less appealing to her? If Montgomery had moved with her husband directly from Prince
Edward Island to Norval or to Toronto, might her oeuvre and literary career have been different,
and if so, how?
We shall welcome brief abstracts of proposed presentations up until August 31.  Please forward
abstracts by email to lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com 

by Roger Varley

Four veterans from last year's campaign
have been signed to rejoin the
Uxbridge Bruins of the PJHL Junior C
Orr Division.
Leading the group is goalie Ryan Mc-

Conkey, who played 31 regular season
games last season and ended with a
2.84 goals-against average and regis-
tered four shut-outs.
On the scoring front, the Bruins have

welcomed back Aiden Reilly, Michael
Rennie and Matthew Hunter. Reilly
scored 25 goals and added 19 assists in
the regular season for 44 points,
Hunter had five goals and 25 assists for
30 points and Hunter notched 14
goals, with six assists, for 20 points.

General Manager Mark Savory also
announced the signing of Travis Bux-
cey  who played six games as an APM
last year, notching two goals.

Savory said more signings will be an-
nounced soon.

Bruins sign veterans early
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It seems that every year, chief bylaw officer
Andre Gratton comes up with a new bylaw or
a rewritten bylaw that contains ridiculous rules
that any clear-thinking person would laugh at.
Take, for example, his bylaw last year regarding
traffic around Joseph Gould Public School and
the high school, which, in part, said motorists
shouldn't even think about putting their foot
on the brake while driving along Planks Lane.

He did it again earlier this month with a
newly rewritten parks bylaw that this past
Monday, at council, actually had one member
of council laughing. And, to its credit, this
time council decided to table his report and his
recommended rewritten bylaw so it can take a
closer look at it later.
There are a number of things in his proposed

parks bylaw that are laughable. The difficulty
is, where to begin?

Okay, try this. According to Mr. Gratton, if
this bylaw is followed to the letter, no bird-
watching will be allowed in our parks. How's
that? Well, one part (Sec. 3, which covers Gen-
eral Conduct) says that no one shall "hunt,
maim, injure, trap, or disturb any animal, bird,
waterfowl, worms, or other wildlife." One can
pretty much agree with most of that, but
worms? But there's a catch. In another part of
the proposed bylaw (Sec. 1, which deals with
definitions), the word "hunt" is defined as
meaning to "chase, pursue, follow after or on
the trail of, search for, shoot at, stalk or lie in
wait for, worry, molest, take or destroy any an-
imal or bird." If bird-watching is anything, it
is lying in wait for or searching for birds to ob-
serve. But when Mr. Gratton writes a bylaw,
he throws in any and all possible synonyms
just to make sure he hasn't missed anything
and in the process catches up all kinds of per-
fectly innocent activities. Such as throwing a
ball.
The rewritten bylaw as submitted says - (in a

passage one has to read several times to make
sense of it) that "No Person shall play, organ-
ize, encourage, or otherwise take part in any
Game or activity which involves thrown,
hurled, or propelled objects in areas of a Park
not designated for that type of Game or activ-
ity and/or that may cause an element of danger
to any Person not involved in the same Game
or activity." Supposedly, that means a dad can't
play catch with his kids while enjoying some
leisure time in a park. Nor would kids be al-
lowed to play badminton at a picnic. And, of
course, no Frisbees.

Speaking of picnics, Mr. Gratton would also
ban any picnic gatherings of more than 25
people (Sec. 8, all about permits). My family
holds a get-together every summer. If, at the
next one, they decided it would be nice for all
of us to go to the park for a family picnic, Mr.
Gratton's bylaw would frown on that. But he
offers absolutely no explanation why such
gatherings should be banned.

Some of his bans defy logic. He says no one
shall "use any area of a Park or any sports field
for exclusive use, play, or practice for an organ-
ized team, group, club, or private business."
Does one even need to comment on that par-
ticular little gem?
You want more? No problem. This proposed

bylaw is full of laughable sections:
"No person shall swim, bathe or wade in a

fountain or ornamental pond in a Park except
those designated for such purposes." Okay,
Andre, tell me where we have fountains or or-
namental ponds in any of our township parks
except for the splash pad, which is specifically
designed for wading.
"No person shall conduct oneself in such a

manner as to be obnoxious, boisterous or ob-
jectionable." Boisterous? What, are we sup-
posed to walk around parks in bedroom
slippers with tape over our mouths?

"No person shall use any apparatus, mecha-
nism, or device for the amplification of the
human voice, music or other sound." Does
that include radios and iPhones fitted with ear-
buds? They amplify music.
And finally, though there are others: "No per-

sons shall enter into or remain in a Park be-
tween the hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m." Is Mr.
Gratton aware that there is a public pathway
running through Centennial Park that con-
nects Centennial Drive with Bascom Street.
There is another public pathway through the
same park connecting to Mill Street. Is Mr.
Gratton suggesting that these public footpaths
are not to be used after 11 p.m.?

Mr. Gratton's previous bylaw attempts have
included such notable laughs as telling resi-
dents they are not allowed to polish sidewalks,
though it is highly unlikely anyone, anywhere,
at any time, ever wanted to polish a sidewalk.

It seems to me that if Mr. Gratton continues
to bring up these anti-people, anti-resident,
anti-life proposals, council should demand he
merely restrict himself to enforcing bylaws and
not writing them.

Tell me, am I wrong?

I think it was sometime last winter when one
of my hockey buddies and I got talking about
one of my favourite topics – history and his-
tory-making. He knew that I’ve always been
curious to check out different, off-the-beaten-
path stories, and the latest one on his mind
came to him and he blurted out the gist of it.

“Did you see the latest World War II story?”
he asked. “They found a U-boat up the Niagara
River near the Falls.”
I thought about it for a second, then said qui-

etly, “I’ll bet you read that on the Internet.”
“Yup. And there were pictures,” he added for

verification.
“You realize there was no St. Lawrence Seaway

back then, don’t you?”
“Right,” he said as the light went on, and

added, “Fake news…”
The invention of fake images and sounds is

nothing new. It’s just that at its origin, the prac-
tice of imitating reality was restricted to novels,
radio dramas and computer-generated images
at the movies – a.k.a. entertainment. Even in
1938, when Orson Welles produced a radio
drama mimicking a Martian invasion of Earth,
he knew enough to offer a disclaimer at the be-
ginning of the Sunday night program heard
across North America. “The Columbia Broad-
casting System and its affiliated stations,” the
announcer said to open the program, “present
Orson Welles and the Mercury Theatre on the
Air, in The War of the Worlds, by H.G. Wells…
” Nevertheless, by 9 o’clock that night – Oct.
30, 1938 – people in New York were panicking
in the streets, calling police, and genuinely fear-
ful that the world was ending.
Back then they called it a hoax. Today, Welles’

pre-Halloween joke would be considered child’s
play. In 2018, fakery has crept into high-end
fashion, (of course) entertainment, professional
sports, political satire, and hourly/daily news
coverage in the media. I’m not talking about
The National Enquirer here; we’ve gone way be-
yond two-headed babies, extra-terrestrials vis-
iting Hollywood stars, or political trysts. What
began as U.S. President Donald Trump’s de-
fence against alleged ruthless business practices,
sexual abuse of women, and collusion with the
Russians in his 2016 election win, this week es-
calated to international misrepresentation.
First, following his Helsinki summit with Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin, Trump said he
had no reason to believe tampering “would” in-
volve the Russians. Then, when he realized
everybody back home – opposition Democrats,
governing Republicans, and his own intelli-

gence advisors – were foaming at the mouth,
he said he’d meant to say there’s no reason to
believe the Russians “wouldn’t” be involved.

Whether you believe President Trump is in-
venting memories of the summit, or that the
international media are, almost doesn’t matter
anymore. Things have reached such an extreme
in news coverage that the mere mention of a
mistake, a miscue, a slur, or a political misspeak
by a public business, entertainment or political
figure usually elicits the last-ditch “fake news”
outburst as an irrefutable defence. 

Then, just when you thought distrust, mis-
representation and fakery couldn’t get any
worse, this past week, Time magazine published
a front cover showing a morphed image of
Trump and Putin. The hair is Putin’s. Aspects
of the eyes are Putin’s. But the nose and mouth
are Trumpian. And the neck and tie too. Ex-
plained Time reporter, Brian Bennett, in his
cover piece, “Trump wanted a summit with
Putin. He got way more than he bargained for.”
Adds artist Nancy Burson, who created the
image, she wanted to illustrate the shifting ap-
pearances of the two leaders. This is fascinating,
but further fuels the fakery that media, public
figures and the public have resorted to.
Enter “Deep Fake.” Not so long ago, artificial

intelligence geeks came up with something they
called “auto-encoder neural architecture,” a
fancy way of encoding a photograph of one
person and integrating that data with the code
of another. Eventually the technology became
available to the public, and now anybody –
even your kids – can morph everybody into
anybody. 

But that’s just the tip of the iceberg. Not so
long ago, Hudson Hongo, the culture editor of
the online magazine Gizmodo, wrote a short
story entitled “The Shocking Assassination of
President Guy Fieri,” in which fake videos be-
come commonplace and evolve into, well, the
title explains it. And we all thought that the
movie Forest Gump pushed invented photo-im-
agery to the extreme by plunking Tom Hanks
into scenes with John F. Kennedy, ping-pong
diplomacy and the Watergate scandal.

Where once editors fact-checked or critics
posed devil’s advocate questions to learn the
truth, and those in the public eye felt com-
pelled to answer for their actions, now everyone
can dismiss criticism as lies, or reshape their
version of the truth until it’s blurred into irrel-
evance.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Truth in the eye of the beholder

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

STAYING COOL THIS SUMMER...?
We have a great selection of fans,
air conditioners and 
dehumidifiers in stock!

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Here we go again



Complete
Vehicle

Detailing

Summer Sizzler
Interior Gold Package

Only $129
Call or email 905-852-0007

thecleanupshoppe@gmail.com
12 Douglas Road Unit 5, Uxbridge 
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THIS WEEK
Fri., July 27: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker

Woods West. 10+ km, Fast, 2+ hr. hilly
“there and back” hike.  Meet at parking
lot on east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2
km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Allbright

Rd. Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Fri., July 27: Fridays at the Foster
Concert featuring Derek Christie.
Guitar & vocals. 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Thomas Foster Memorial, 9449 Reg. Rd.
#1, Uxbridge.
Sat., July 28: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs

please.  Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west side
of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Sat., July 28: IODE Uxbridge
Yard & Pie Sale. 18333 Marsh Hill
Rd. (just south of Hwy. 47) 8 a.m. - 1
p.m. Indoors, plenty of parking avail.
Some furniture, pictures, vinyl records,
jewellery, linens, household items.
Sun., July 29: Glen Major Church
Summer Services. 7 p.m. Rev.
Matthew MacEwan from Mount Albert will
be speaking. Everyone is welcome!

NEXT WEEK
Fri., Aug. 3: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
East and West Walker Woods loop hike
with hills. Meet at parking lot on east side
of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Fri., Aug. 3: Greenbank United
Church’s 43rd Annual Beef Bar-
becue. 4:30 - 7 p.m., rain or shine!
Adults $20; children 6-12, $5; under 6
free. Please help the environment by brin-
ing your own dishware. Musical enter-
tainment - bring a lawn chair to enjoy.
For tickets call 905-985-2522 or 905-
985-0844. 
Sat., Aug. 4: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for

breakfast after the hike. Meet at the road-
side parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

UPCOMING
Wed., Aug. 8: Uxbridge Horticul-
tural Society Meeting. 7 - 9:30 p.m.
Uxbridge Seniors' Centre. Guest
Speaker: Gini Sage. Topic:  Invasive
Species. Flower Show; refreshments.

ONGOING
Horseshoes: Come play Horseshoes at
the Museum. Tuesday evenings, 6
p.m.USHS Horse Shoe Pitching Club.
Call Bob Kirvan at 905-852-9176 for in-
formation. Four NEW pitches.
Uxbridge Legion Open Mic. Every
Sunday Afternoon from 2 - 5 p.m.
Uxbridge Legion, 109 Franklin St. Every-
one welcome. All styles of music are en-
couraged. For more info call 647-428-
7760. 

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

IS CHANGING

GEARS!
We're Still here to
service all your
automotive needs!

SAME
Phone Number:    905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886
Family Business:   Rick, Calvin & Stacey Callaghan

NEW
Name:                  Callaghan's Corner & 410 Auto
Location:              465 Mara Road, 
                           Beaverton ON  L0K 1A0

INTRODUCING
A Vehicle Shuttle Service!
We will pick up your vehicle at your home and
deliver it to Callaghan's Corner for service.
AND we will deliver it to your home when repairs
are done. ($49 Shuttle fee).

Check out our website at
www.410auto.ca

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office

Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Tel (905) 839-2878  •  Toll Free 1-844-275-2860

Fax (905) 839-2423
Email  jennifer.oconnell@parl.gc.ca

Proud to serve our community!

Jennifer
O’Connell

Member of Parliament

To place a
Birth 

Announcement, 
an Obituary,

or a
Memorial

call
905-852-1900 

or email 
thecosmos@
powergate.ca

I would like to thank all my
family and friends who joined
me to celebrate my 100th
birthday. Having them with
me on Saturday at my open
house and on Sunday at
Butternut Manor made the

parties special and
memorable. 

I appreciate the many cards,
flowers, gifts, phone calls

and visits.
I have many fond memories. 

Thank you,
Margaret Barton

Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry and North Durham

6-10am
Monday to

Friday

3-7pm
Monday to

Friday

12-1pm
Monday to

Friday

The Morning Den
with Dan Pollard

The Drive Home with Taylor 
with Taylor Bursey 

Get your local information, news,
weather, sports and traffic everyday.

The 12 at 12 
has your favourite songs

of the day
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SERVICES
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up room?
Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 Brock St.
W. (Uxbridge) Specializing in restorations and
scanning. Stop in or call Sabrina 905 550-8825
7/26
GOODWOOD HOME IMPROVEMENTS: We
specialize in home renovations. We remodel &
update kitchens & bathrooms. We also finish
basements & install hardwood flooring, crown
molding, trim etc. Email
goodwoodhomeimprovements@gmail.com, check
us out on Facebook or call 416-526-3469 for
quality work at a fair price.   8/30  
PAINTER FOR HIRE: Indoor/outdoor house
painting. Deck & gazebo painting. Reasonable
pricing, free estimate. Hourly rate or by the job. Call
416-254-3251 for inquiries.   8/2
TUTOR: I am a high school student who will tutor
grade 1-5 students in reading and writing in my
Goodwood-area home. $15/hour. Visit
tristanstutoring.wixsite.com/tutoring for more
information.   7/26
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence need
repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is
too small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2-year written warranty, free estimates.
For all your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  7/26

TUTOR IN UXBRIDGE: Montessori teacher
offering tutoring in all subjects in English and
French- grade JK-grade 8. Email:
Focusonlearning@gmail.com   7/26
ACCOUNTING, INCOME TAX, BOOKKEEPING
Personal, small business, corporate, payroll, HST,
WSIB, mortgages, investments. Eric, 905-852-9110,
eric@erickis.com  7/26
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home  for
elementary, high school, college and university
students. I also tutor adults who wish to improve
their Mathematics and Literacy skills.  905-852-
1145.  9/27
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced
professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or
visit www.alexandercs.com  7/26    
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical & plumbing.
Licensed, insured & guaranteed. Big or small.
Waterproofing + mould. Kitchen & bath. Tree
stump. Stonework, cement, aluminum disposal.
Bobcat. 45 years experience. Senior discount. 905-
473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell). 8/2
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
7/26 
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted

Heather Stewart for 14 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking,/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit
home-watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram
- HomeWatchUxbridge   7/26

WANTED TO RENT
HOUSE: Bungalow or split level, 3 bedrooms, town
services preferred, Uxbridge or Port Perry. Call or
text. 416-346-9676.   7/26

FOR SALE
LARGE 2 BDRM,  2 BATH CONDO: Downtown
Uxbridge. New stainless steel appliances,
washer/dryer, laminate floor, freshly painted, 1
underground parking spot, storage, immaculate,
flexibile closing, MUST SEE!  $369,900. Call 416-
476-6502 & view at www.comfree.com code
812802   7/26

VARIOUS ITEMS: Legal size filing cabinet,
limited edition prints, Venetian glassware, used
tack and bridles and other items. Call or text. 416-
346-9676.   7/26
GARLIC SCAPES  AND GARLIC: Sea Buckthorn
and Lavender. Young trees and plants, also fresh
and dried lavender. Montgomeryshire Orchard,
Leaskdale. Growing Organically and chemical free.
Darryl 416 346 6349   7/26

YARD SALES
IODE UXBRIDGE YARD & PIE SALE. Sat., July
28: 18333 Marsh Hill Rd. (just south of Hwy. 47) 8
a.m. - 1 p.m. Indoors, plenty of parking avail. Some
furniture, pictures, vinyl records, jewellery, linens,
household items.

BIG YARD SALE: Sat., July 28. Several houses on
the street have items for sale including “shabby
chic” furniture. Lots of items like new. Mill Run Gate,
Uxbridge, 8 a.m.

YARD SALE: Sat., July 28, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., and
Sun., July 29, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mill Pond Lane,
Udora. Outdoors/Work Gear, Camo Cargo Pants,
Knives, Backpacks, Bags, Flashlights, Fleece.
YARD SALE: Sat., July 28, 8 a.m. - 12 noon.
Household items. 70 Centre Road, Uxbridge.
YARD SALE: Fri., July 27, noon - 4 p.m. Sat.,
July 28, 8 a.m. - noon. 121 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“God showed how much he
loved us by having Christ
die for us, even though we
were sinful.” Romans 5:8

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

‘THE BUTCHER BLOCK’ WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
HAS DEALS & RECIPES-SIGN UP TODAY!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

Bespoke
Furniture

Early Canadian Pine &
Mid-Century Modern

by Ross Colby
• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

• Garden Renovation
• Planting & Redesign

• Regular or as-needed Garden Care
by former Master Gardener
& Quali(ed Plantsman

416-709-0385
gardenartskf@gmail.com

RE-LOCK
INTERLOCKING
STONE REPAIRS
& INSTALLATIONS

Releveling Driveways,
Walks and Patios
Call 905-887-0957
www.re-lock.com

Serving
you since

1979

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Michelle Maynard
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
75 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

905-852-4338     Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com
Cell: 416-677-8709

3 + 1 bedroom. Hardwood throughout. 
Main floor laundry.
Finished basement.
Fenced yard.

Call Judy today for more info!

Janet Green, Sales Representative
www.JanetGreen.ca
Cell: 905-439-1799

4 bedroom century on large lot.
Extra large heated garage/shop.

Main floor laundry.
Steps to schools. 

VE
RY
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S 
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Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Renovated Home. 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths.

Professionally landscaped yards. 
Great location. 
$489,999

FU
LLY

RE
NO
VA
TE
D

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Interested In Knowing 
The Value Of Your Home?

Call Dale today for your complimentary
and confidential property market

evaluation.

FR
EE

CM
A

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.ChrisLarmer.com
Cell: 416-500-6377

Family Home In Uxbridge
Quiet friendly street. 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms. In-ground pool. 

Premium corner lot. OPEN HOUSE
Sat. July 28 & Sun. July 29, 2-4pm

$674,900

OP
EN

HO
US
E

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca
Cell: 416-556-0238

4 Beds, 5 Baths, 5070 Square Feet, Open
Concept Gourmet Kitchen, Multiple

Garden Doors, 4-Car Garage, Pot Lights
Throughout, Hardwood Floors, Granite

Counters, High Ceilings. 

NE
W

PR
ICE

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative
www.HouseandHomeGTA.com

Cell: 416-803-7556

2 car garage and drive shed.
Multiple walkouts.

4 bedrooms and 3 baths.
Walk to Wagner’s Lake.
Free home evaluations.

12

AC
RE
S

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

Beautiful Bungalow!
Remodeled to perfection.
No expense spared.
Huge 75 x 240 Lot.

Prestigious Almond Village, Whitby.

$1
,39
9,9
99

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

Cell: 905-903-7965

Foxfire Estates in Uxbridge
Custom built stone estate.

5 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, finished
basement, multiple walkouts, 

3 car garage. 2.66 acres. $2,489,800.

FO
R
SA
LE


