
JUMPING INTO 2019 IN STYLE - Matthew McCullough stretches it out during a jump while snowboarding at Ski Dagmar over the holidays. Varying weather patterns
over the holidays meant that local ski hills were either closed due to rain or busy offering prime ski conditions, like those McCullough experienced! Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge council's budget deliberations - and
presumably similar deliberations in municipal-
ities across the province - were thrown for a
loop Monday after the township received a let-
ter from the provincial minister of finance that
puts in doubt the amount of money that will
be available from the Ontario Municipal Part-
nership Fund (OMPF).

The letter from Vic Fedeli claimed that the
Ford government "inherited a $15 billion
deficit and over a third of a trillion dollars in
net debt" when it was elected last June. As a re-
sult, the government is reviewing all transfer
payments, including those to municipalities.
This means the government will not be inform-
ing municipalities until later than usual how
much money they can expect to receive under
the OMPF.

Councillor Bruce Garrod, chair of council's

finance committee, said the delay means coun-
cil can't continue working on the budget with-
out the necessary information. He cancelled
budget meetings scheduled for today (Thurs-
day) and next Tuesday, and indicated the
budget process will now continue into Febru-
ary.
Councillor Garrod said he hopes to meet with

Peter Bethlenfalvy, Pickering Uxbridge MPP
and president of the treasury board, before the
end of the month. Mayor Dave Barton added
that he will meet with Minister Fedeli on Jan.
16. A budget review meeting, open to the pub-
lic, has been scheduled for 1 p.m. on Jan. 22.
Councillor Garrod said the township expected

to receive $424,000 from the fund this year.
Uxbridge's payments from the fund have re-
duced significantly over the past few years. In
2018 the payment was $453,000; in 2017 it
was $533,000, and in 2016 it was $627,000.
Back in 2012, the township received $1.2 mil-

lion from the fund.
"There's been quite a downward trend for

quite a few years," explained Garrod. "The
province is downloading more services onto the
municipalities and providing less money."

When asked if a cut from the expected
$424,000 will lead to a larger increase in prop-
erty taxes than already planned, Garrod said he
didn't know.
"I don't want to hedge, but I don't know what

the answer is," he said. "We can handle it if the
cut if not huge, otherwise we face some diffi-
cult decisions." He indicated those decisions
could involve either a large tax increase or a re-
duction in services. 
Since most of the departmental budgets have

already been dealt with, a large reduction in
OMPF funding could mean that council will
have to revisit those department budgets.

Provincial stall casts pall on budget planning

Don’t Want To Do Stairs?
Enjoy this amazing bungalow which has been well 
maintained and updated, 2+1 bedrooms, 3 baths 
with private and tranquil backyard. 
54 Bolster Lane, Uxbridge.
Unique Home on 20 acres
Enjoy the peace and quiet tucked in 
the forest with architecturally 
designed home. 2 bed, 
3 baths, paddocks 
for animals, pond and 
more. N4245200  
$679,000

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Christmas and New Years were fun 
Christmas Decorations cleaned up and packed away 
Tree down
Enjoyed time with family and friends
Cold and flu come and gone
Thinking about selling your house
Thinking to Call Marie Persaud, Sales Representative

If selling your home is on your agenda, let’s chat 
about it. Call Marie direct at 416-970-8979

Not intended to solicit clients already under contract.
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by Roger Varley

Conrad Richter, owner of Richter's
Herbs in Goodwood, appeared be-
fore council to object to the pro-
posed development of a Grainboys
grain processing operation immedi-
ately next to his property. 

Grainboys Holdings Inc. currently
operates in Aurora, but is looking to
move the business to Goodwood. To
that end, Grainboys has filed an ap-
plication for a zoning bylaw amend-
ment.

Richter said such a business should
not be allowed on rural land, but in-
stead should be located on industrial
lands. He complained that allowing
the business to locate on the pro-
posed property would see an increase
in the number of large trucks already
travelling through the hamlet. In ad-
dition, he said, it would pose a threat
of introducing an invasive, noxious
weed called dodder onto agricultural
land. He said dodder already has
taken hold along the banks of Elgin
Pond. Richter said dodder seeds
could easily arrive in grains imported
from Asia, noting that the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency found seven
per cent of imported food grains
contained prohibited noxious weeds.

A large crowd attended an open
house on the Grainboys application
at the Goodwood community centre
on Monday night. Reports say while
a large number of those in atten-
dance were against the Grainboys ap-
plication, a number of farmers
voiced their support, saying the facil-
ity would be a market for their corn.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

WIN TICKETS TO SEE THE UNEXPECTED GUEST! Find the written clues in this edition of
the Cosmos, scan and email them to Lvann@thecosmos.ca or bring to the office at 38 Toronto
St. N. Correct entries will be entered in a draw to win two tickets to the OnStage Uxbridge pro-
duction of Agatha Christie’s The Unexpected Guest. Draw takes place at 3 p.m., Wed., Jan. 16.

AUDITION NOTICE
OnStage Uxbridge is holding auditions for A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum on Jan. 20 & 21. For details, visit onstageuxbridge.com

Grainboys move plants seeds of
discontent in Goodwood

by Roger Varley

"At the end of the day, it's going to
happen."

at was the assessment of one of
the five panelists assembled at the
Seniors’ Centre on Tuesday night for
an information session on the possi-
bility of a cannabis retail store in
Uxbridge. About 50 people, plus all
members of council, were on hand as
the panel fielded questions from the
audience.

Mayor Dave Barton opened the
meeting by saying the township
wanted the audience's questions on
the subject, not their opinions, not-
ing that the township's opinion sur-
vey, already responded to by 1,634
people, is still ongoing.

But Jeff Hendryks, a digital science
technician with ermofisher Scien-
tific, did give his opinion, comment-
ing on the inevitability of a store
opening eventually.

A lot of the questions revolved
around the money Uxbridge could
receive from the province if it opts
into the program, which could
amount to tens of thousands of dol-
lars a year.
When one man suggested Uxbridge

opt out and learn from the experi-
ences of other municipalities that opt
in, deputy clerk Catalina Blumenberg
responded that since there is no
chance the township will see a store
this year, it could use that time to
learn.

Pot info session tries to
clear air of misconceptions  
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Uxbridge Bruins forward Justin Bennett (left) accepts the
Pepsi PJHL Orr Division Player of the Month award for De-
cember from Convenor Liz Basinger prior to last Friday
night's game against the Georgina Ice at the Bear Den. 

Photo courtesy of Peter Ovens

by Roger Varley

Durham Regional Police are not releasing
much information regarding a series of break-
ins that occurred in the south end of
Uxbridge early New Year's Day.
Four businesses - Rona, TSC Hardware, Bell

Mobility and Staples - were broken into be-
tween 12:30 and 3 a.m. by two people who
smashed windows and glass doors. Police are
looking for two suspects, who were caught on
video surveillance. ey wore dark clothing
and had their faces covered.

Det./Cnst. Lawrence Burns of the DRPS
North Division said he wasn’t able to release
any information regarding what was stolen or
any other details, but he did say more infor-
mation is expected to be released sin the near
future.

by Roger Varley

Taking (almost) full advantage of a beneficial
schedule over the Christmas-New Year's holiday
period, the Uxbridge Bruins feasted on the un-
derdogs, but not without a couple of minor
concerns.

In the six games the Bruins played since the
Cosmos last went to press, the hometown squad
defeated the Clarington Eagles 5-1, lost to the
Little Britain Merchants 4-3 and then beat the
Port Perry MoJacks 5-1, the Campbellford
Rebels 5-1, the Georgina Ice 6-2 and came back
against the Merchants 6-4.

All the teams they beat occupy the bottom
rungs of their divisions. However, the Mer-
chants, sixth in the seven-team Orr Division of
the PJHL, beat the Bruins on Dec. 21 by scor-
ing two goals 30 seconds apart in the final two
minutes of the game. Little Britain was impres-
sive in the first period, which featured fast-
paced entertaining action on the ice and Santa
Claus doing his rounds in the stands. But when
Santa left the building, things became decidedly
chippy, with a number of major penalties and
game misconducts handed out to both teams.
e Cosmos picked Aiden Riley of the Bruins
and Chris Talman of the Merchants as players
of the game.
Although the Bruins defeated the MoJacks 5-

1 on Dec. 28, they were not impressive in doing
so, considering Port Perry had only six players,
including the back-up goalie, on the bench.
Goalie Ryan McConkey and the MoJacks'
Owen Hurtibese were players of the game.

Playing their last game of the season against
opponents from the Tod Division, the Bruins
went a little easy on the Campbellford Rebels,

a team which has only one win this season. e
Bruins limited themselves to five goals, unlike
the 15 they scored in their last meeting.

Returning to the arena last Friday, the Bruins
took a 6-2 win over the Ice, who, despite their
last-place standing in the division, played an en-
tertaining, fast-paced game. On the wall behind
the Ice bench, two sweaters - No. 14 and No.
16 - were hanging as a tribute to players Cad-
den Martins and Jesse King-Norris who were
both seriously injured in a car crash on New
Year's Eve and are not expected to return to ac-
tion this season. Daniel Giorgio of the Bruins
and Matthew McIntyre of the Ice were players
of the game.
Finally, rounding off the six-game stretch, the

Bruins travelled to Little Britain, where they
were handed another scare before finally pulling
out the 6-4 win. Twice the Uxbridge squad had
to come from behind and didn't score the win-
ning goal and the insurance marker until the
last three minutes of the game.
Nevertheless, the six-game stretch saw a num-

ber of Bruins gain multiple scoring points with
Stefan Palatsidis and Justin Bennett  leading the
way. Palatsidis scored seven goals and added
three assists, while Bennett had five goals and
five assists. Bennett was named the OHA's of-
fensive player of the month for December.

Now the Bruins face a tough challenge. ey
host the league-leading Lakefield Chiefs tomor-
row at 7:45 p.m. before travelling up north to
face the second-place North Kawartha Knights
on Saturday. On Tuesday, they travel to the
banks of the Otonabee River to play the Chiefs
again and then play host at the arena to the
Knights.

Bruins feast over the holidays

A smashing New Year's
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The Salvation Army committee
would like to thank the local busi-
nesses/residents and organizations
who donated toys and food to their
toy/food drive and the generous do-
nations to assist us with our pro-
gramming for 2019.

This year our donations were from
our local fire department, who is al-
ways there when we need them, the
Uxbridge Legion Bingo, and general
Legion support, Pine Grove Church,
Glen Major Church, Sandford UCW
and Sandford Church, St. Paul’s An-
glican Church, Uxbridge Montessori
School staff, and the staff at the
Township office. 

We also thank Staples for its very
generous assistance every year with
our back to school back pack pro-
gram, and the Uxbridge Toy Drive
(and everyone who contributed) for
its generous donation of toys - with-
out them there would have been
many children without a Christmas.   

A huge thank you to those who
stepped forward to adopt a family
and make their Christmas very spe-
cial;  the generous support of the Ro-
tary Club, Trailblazer Creative and
the SUDZ Bar (Community Clean-
ing Ltd.), who gave a special gift to
the teens.  
A special thank you to Zehrs for al-

lowing us to set up our Christmas
Kettle, to those who volunteered for
the Kettle, and to those who showed
their support through donations.  

Without the very generous busi-
nesses and residents of Uxbridge, vol-
unteers would not be able to assist in
the many different areas of work the
local Salvation Army is involved with
at this time. 
Thank you, Uxbridge.

Bev Northeast
Chair of the Salvation Army

Uxbridge Unit

It was one year ago at budget time
when Uxbridge Township Council-

lors started making noises once again
about selling the historic municipal
hall in Goodwood. Councillors
learned that in order to sell the hall,
it would be necessary to pass a mo-
tion declaring the property to be sur-
plus to the needs of the community.
Of course, it wasn’t “surplus” because
the Goodwood Lions Club had been
tenants and caretakers there for the
last 38 years. It’s my understanding
that one or more councillors met un-
officially with the Lions and prom-
ised them affordable space in the
larger Goodwood Community Hall
if they would vacate, effectively mak-
ing the little heritage hall empty  and
better fitting the needed description
for the motion in council.

It was our own representative,
Councillor Pam Beach, (elected to
champion the interests of folks in
Ward 1) who proposed the motion to
declare the little hall surplus, so the
rezoning and selling process could
move forward.
I thought that with four new mem-

bers on council  this year,  it couldn’t
hurt to ask them to reconsider  the
previous council’s decision. After all,
it won’t be easy to sell the place, es-
pecially if the  train happens to be
rolling through Goodwood during a
showing - it’s very noisy. Also, the
Heritage designation prevents any
significant alterations to the building
so council will eventually have to  re-
move it if they want to attract a
buyer.

A letter I wrote to council was on
the agenda Dec. 10.  Councillor
Beach, our own councillor for Ward
1, was the one who moved that my
letter “be received for information”
(a polite way of indicating no further
action forthcoming). Here’s the
kicker - the motion was seconded by
Councillor Garrod, so I thought I
would contact him to see if there had
been any discussion before the letter
was filed away. His response was to-

tally unexpected.  He replied, “We as
a council agreed all communications
with residents is via their councillor.
This ensures a single point of contact
for the resident and consistent com-
munication.” And he passed my e-
mail on to Councillor Beach.

It also ensures that residents are up
the creek without a paddle if our
ward councillor has no intention of
lending support to our concerns.
After all our previous telephone con-
versations, I had no idea that Coun-
cillor Beach did not agree with me,
but instead fully supported the pro-
posed sale of our little Lions hall.
We are supposed to be one big com-

munity here. All the tax money from
every corner of the township goes
into the same big pot. The council-
lors we elect are supposed to vote on
motions pertaining to ALL wards,
not just their own. Therefore, they
need to be cognizant of ALL the is-
sues in ALL of the wards. They can’t
do their job properly if they are re-
stricted as to the source of the infor-
mation needed to make an informed
decision. I was assured at the All
Candidates meeting last year that a
resident had every right to talk to any
councillor in any ward about any
problem. Guess they changed their
minds.

Eleanor Todd
Goodwood

Another Christmas season has come
and gone, and times were tough for
a lot of residents in the Township of
Uxbridge.

Now that the final figures have
come in for the 2018 Uxbridge
Christmas Hamper Campaign, we
would like to take this opportunity
to express our sincere gratitude to the
many volunteers who assisted in this
program. Without your help we
would not have even been able to get
this program off the ground.

...continued on page 6

Letters to the Editor

Last June, in an “Am I Wrong?” column, Roger Varley wrote about residents on
the east side of Wagner's Lake who asked the township to fix some potholes on
their roads. He came out in favour of the residents' request, arguing that they just
wanted to be treated the same as other township residents. But the request was de-
nied because the public works department said the roads in question were "unas-
sumed" roads.
However, on another issue, it now appears the residents of this particular enclave

don't want to be treated the same as others in the township: they want special priv-
ileges. In effect, they want de facto exclusive use of the lake, with everyone else, in-
cluding other residents of the township, barred from using and enjoying it.
A while back, the residents asked that a gate with a lock be re-installed on a small

road allowance that allows boaters access to launch their craft onto the lake, basically
the only place it can be done. They asked that residents be supplied with keys to
the lock so that only they could open it. In other words, anyone who didn't live in
the enclave would be out of luck: go launch your boat somewhere else.

Given the proximity of Lake Simcoe and Lake Scugog, it's hard to imagine that
many boaters line up to put their dinghies into Wagner's Lake. Nevertheless, for
Uxbridge residents wanting to spend a few quiet hours fishing on waters devoid of
screaming jet-skis and speedboats without battling traffic for hours, Wagner's Lake,
a small lake but the largest body of water in the township, offers a convenient al-
ternative. The Wagner's Lake residents should not be given the right to deny anyone
that opportunity.
In a report to council on Monday, Public Works Director Ben Kester gave a brief

background on the issue, noting that a gate was installed about 15 years ago (at the
request of residents), an arrangement that was in effect for several years. He noted
that, following an incident, the gate has not been used for about a decade.

He made note of the fact that Wagner's Lake is a public, not private, lake. Mr.
Kester said the access, located on at the end of Pilkey Road, can be gated off because
the launch is technically on an unopened right of way that the township owns, but
the township cannot legally fence off the right of way completely. He then recom-
mended that a gate not be installed.
That's when Ward 2 councillor Gary Ruona stepped in, claiming he had a petition

from 70-odd Wagner's Lake residents calling for the gate and arguing they should
be listened to. Despite the fact that several other councillors kept reminding him
that the lake is public, not private, he persisted. Councillors recounted several oc-
casions where there had been altercations between residents and non-resident users
of the lake. But Mr. Ruona persisted still, saying the residents wanted to protect
the lake. When it appeared that Mr. Ruona was going to be overpowered by his
fellow councillors, Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid Svelnis entered the fray, sug-
gesting that the Wagner's Lake ratepayers association might want to buy the road
allowance from the township. That way, they could install a gate if they wished.

There are two problems with that. One, it sets a dangerous precedent, opening
the door for other groups to take similar action to deny fellow residents access to
public places. Two, this was a subject for debate and resolution by members of
council. That is what they were elected to do. But as a result of Ms. Svelnis' inter-
jection, Mr. Ruona was asked to take the proposal to the Wagner's Lake residents
and report back to council. And Mr. Kester's report - and his recommendation -
was tabled.
So, the residents don't want other township people to use the lake. Yet, a few years

ago, they didn't have a problem with township money being spent to clear weeds
that were blocking the outflow at the lake's north end and thus causing flooding
on some lakefront properties.
Like we said, you can't have it both ways.

Our two cents
They can’t have it both ways
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In just over a week, Uxbridge council will de-
cide whether or not to allow a cannabis retail
store to operate in town. The decision will
come just one day before the provincial gov-
ernment's deadline for municipalities to ei-
ther "opt in" or "opt out" of allowing
cannabis sales.

To help council come to a decision, the
township has been running a survey online -
(you can also obtain paper copies at the town-
ship offices) - asking residents to offer their
thoughts on the subject. It is a given that
some respondents will be in favour of retail
sales and others will be vehemently opposed.
(As an aside, I was disappointed in the Cos-
mos' recent editorial which took a "sit on the
fence" approach.)

For those who are opposed, I'm about to
offer a few thoughts on the subject, even
though I know I will not change their minds.
But you need to know something first: I am
likely the first person in the township to pub-
licly acknowledge that I smoke cannabis,
marijuana, weed, pot, grass, whacky tabacky
or whatever name you want to give it and
have done so regularly for over four decades.
(I can hear some saying "Ah, that explains
it!”) But I believe that gives me a modicum
of knowledge about the subject.

Although I have toked for over 40 years, I
am most definitely not addicted. Ordinary
cigarettes are another matter. Going more
than a couple of days without a cigarette
drives me up the wall. Given the choice be-
tween buying a meal in a restaurant or buying
a package of cigarettes, I'd opt for cigarettes
every time. Not so with marijuana. For ex-
ample, I haven't partaken of the herb for
more than five weeks and have no idea when
I will be obtaining a new "stash," but it isn't
bothering me at all, other than I am unable
to "mellow out" when my depression sweeps
over me.
In all those years, I have never heard of a sin-

gle case of spousal or child abuse resulting
from someone smoking a joint. The last thing
anyone wants to do when they're "high" is to
engage in arguments or fisticuffs. There are
no recorded incidents of anyone overdosing
on pot or dying because of smoking it. One
can get a high on grass but one can't get
higher, no matter how much one smokes, un-
like alcohol, on which one can get tipsy, fol-
lowed by getting drunk, followed by passing

out the more one drinks. Alcohol can also
make one belligerent, loud and obnoxious.
The same cannot be said about pot. Some
who drink to excess become alcoholics, but
I've never heard of a "potaholic."
When it comes to alcohol, my intake of in-

toxicating liquids is limited to maybe a half-
dozen shots of vodka a year. That probably
results from two experiences. My first wife
was almost always drunk and eventually died
an alcoholic, and when my eldest son was just
an infant (in the days before seatbelts) his
head smashed the windshield when a drunk
driver cut in front of me and my son flew off
his mother's lap.

We've all read news stories about motorists
being convicted for the umpteenth time of
drinking and driving and merely being
slapped with a fine. The drunk driver I re-
ferred to above was fined $25 for "failing to
share the road" even though he could barely
climb into the police car after the crash. But
how many people have ended up in jail and
owning a criminal record just for possessing
one joint?

Someone who is drunk cannot speak or
write coherently, yet a few of what I consider
to be among my best columns were written
after I'd had a toke. (Another aside: I am not
high as I write this.)

Over the years, I've known a lot of other
tokers and they have included doctors,
lawyers and teachers. Readers would be ex-
tremely surprised if I dropped the names of
some people in town with whom I've shared
a joint, but, of course, I'm not going to do
that.
Those who oppose the retail sale of cannabis

in town will likely cite the need to keep it
away from children - (provincial and federal
legislation takes care of that) - or oppose it on
"moral" grounds. Yet how many of them
have liquor or beer in their homes where their
children can easily access it? And why is
smoking a joint any more immoral than
smoking a cigarette, a cigar or a pipe?

No one is forced to go into a liquor store if
they don't like alcohol and no one will be
forced to go into a pot shop. It seems to me
that if you oppose the retail sale of cannabis
in town, you should at least carefully examine
your reasons and make sure it's not just a case
of "I don't like it and so you can't have it."
Tell me, am I wrong?

It was one of those breathless, white-knuckle
moments. At the end of regulation time, the
quarter-final, elimination game at the World
Junior hockey championship was tied – Canada
1, Finland 1. Then, a couple of minutes into
sudden-death overtime, a Finn rushing to catch
a Canadian forward on a breakaway, slashed the
Canadian’s hands from behind. The referees
awarded a penalty shot, and coach Tim Hunter
chose Team Canada captain Maxime Comtois
to take the shot. 
“I was thinking (I have) to score,” Comtois told

Canadian Press later, “and I didn’t. … It hurts.”
As most know, Comtois didn’t score. And min-

utes later, Finland’s Toni Utunen got a loose
puck in Team Canada’s end and put it past goal-
tender Michael DiPietro to end the game. The
Canadians would not repeat as World Junior
champs. Indeed, they’d been eliminated. But if
he thought missing the penalty shot hurt, the
19-year-old Comtois would soon discover that
was the least of his worries. Over the next 24
hours, as Canada’s juniors recovered from the
emotional let-down at the tournament, social
media trolls began firing shots at Comtois.
“The captain of the Canadian hockey shouldn’t

… come up with such a pathetic attempt on an
overtime penalty shot,” an Instagram-user com-
plained. Another social media genius called
Comtois an “absolute joke who did not deserve
to be captain.” Still another focused on Com-
tois’s francophone origins, calling him “a French
f___.” I hasten to add that none of Comtois’s
critics had the guts to identify themselves. So,
why should we care about a bunch of profane
loudmouths who hide behind the anonymity of
the Internet to spew their racist epithets? Be-
cause they deserve pushback from the rest of us.

First of all, consider these players – all very
much like Comtois – have only recently come
into the limelight. They’re 18 or 19 years old.
And yes, some of them have already been spot-
ted and signed up with the National Hockey
League – both Canadian goalie DiPietro and
sudden-death goal scorer Utenen from Finland
have been chosen by and may ultimately sign
with the Vancouver Canucks, as Comtois may
with the Anaheim Ducks. But all that attention,
including fame and fortune, is just talk. They’re
still teenagers.

And because they’re still young men, many of
them have little maturity with an awful lot to
learn – even about everyday life. In the early
1980s, I was commissioned to co-author a book
about the Edmonton Oilers. That’s when players
such as Mark Messier, Grant Fuhr, Kevin Lowe,
Paul Coffey, Glenn Anderson and Wayne Gret-

zky, were fuzzy-faced rookies – they excelled on
the ice, but at the same time were inexperienced
in the ways of the world. Recognizing that
shortcoming, the Edmonton Oilers’ executive
routinely brought in experts to teach the young-
sters the basics. For example, the Oilers retained
an expert on drug and alcohol abuse. A nutri-
tionist taught the youngsters how to prepare
healthy meals. Another expert showed them
how to write cheques, buy toiletries and even
how to order and eat meals in a restaurant. They
were kids suddenly thrust into the spotlight of
professional sport, media attention and with lots
of discretionary cash in their pockets. I’m not
suggesting they were unintelligent, just uniniti-
ated.
“I thought, ‘Who needs this stuff? We’ve been

playing this game a hundred years and never
needed psychology before,’” Oiler Dave Lumley
complained originally. “’But I actually learned a
lot.’”

Then, add to the equation the international
stage. And if that doesn’t bring out both the best
and worst in a young athlete, nothing will. Just
like the Oilers of the 1980s, the Canadian Jun-
iors get training in front of cameras too. They
don’t automatically sound glib; they’re taught
how to handle a question or two. Still, all the
media training and league protection cannot
prepare young men and women for the pressure
cooker of playing while the world watches.
“Each game comes with its own unique chal-
lenges,” Canadian goalie Michael DiPietro said
before the game against Finland. “We have to be
ready to weather the storm.”

Sometimes the greatest storm brews in the
players’ own backyard. I remember Diane Jones
Konihowski, Canada’s best prospect for a gold
medal in track and field at the 1976 Montreal
Olympics. In perfect shape, prepared in every
way imaginable to take on the world in the pen-
tathlon, Jones Konihowski disappointed herself
and fellow-Canadians when she didn’t get the
gold.

“We had to be our best in front of the home-
town crowds,” she said. “But it was like running
or jumping with the entire nation on your
back.”
I’d like to see the anonymous trolls, who’ve crit-

icized Comtois and the rest of the Canadian
Juniors, make their critical remarks out in the
open, on an international platform with their
names on their shirts. No doubt they’d look as
foolish as they do hiding behind their
anonymity on the Internet.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Time to confront the trolls

New Year. New You. Start it at Canadian Tire Uxbridge! 

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

H70T Treadmill

$54999NOW ONLY ea.

84-7876

SAVE OVER

70%
$45.83
IN 12 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

/mth.

Reg. $1,999.99

$109999NOW ONLY ea.

84-7881

SAVE OVER

65%
$91.66
IN 12 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

/mth.

Reg. $3,249.99

NordicTrack
C950i Treadmill

NordicTrack
C990T Treadmill

$79999NOW ONLY ea.

84-4987

SAVE

70%
$66.67
IN 12 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

/mth.

Reg. $2,999.99

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Going to pot?
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NEXT WEEK
Tues., Jan. 15: Seniors’ Luncheon.
Seniors’ Centre, 12 noon. Lunch of sand-
wiches & desserts. Tickets $5/members,
avail. at the Community Care Office.
Membership cards for 2019 also avail-
able, only $10.
Tues., Jan. 15: Uxbridge Fair An-
nual General Meeting. Seniors’
Centre, 7:30 p.m. New volunteers, pub-
lic welcome.

UPCOMING
Sat., Jan. 19: Uxbridge
Gay/Straight Alliance Meeting.

Lower hall, St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 2
- 4 p.m. Guest speakers from St. James
the Apostle Anglican Church in Sharon,
speaking about their “Safe Place” for
LGBTQ youth and their friends. Everyone
welcome. Please use door on south side
of church.
Fri., Jan. 25: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club All-You-Can-Eat
Spaghetti Dinner. Udora Hall, served
between 7 - 9 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25: Uxbridge
Gay/Straight Alliance Family &
Friends Gaymes Night. Lower hall,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 7 - 9 p.m.
Light refreshments. Donations accepted to

help fund group projects.  Everyone wel-
come.    
Mon., Jan. 28: Holy Spirits - Faith
Conversations Over a Pint!
Wixan's Bridge, 7 p.m. We all like dif-
ferent brews & we all have different
views! Sponsored by St. Paul's Anglican
Church. Info: stpauls-uxbridge.ca, 905-
852-7016, or email
revmk.stpauls.uxbridge@gmail.com 
Thurs., Jan. 31: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch. 11
a.m. – 1 p.m. for soup, homemade
bread, dessert & beverage - $5. For
more information, call  905-640-3347.
Thurs., Feb. 7: Lunch & Learn, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 12-2 p.m. Janet
McGhee, local accountant, on 2018 tax
information for seniors and other account-
ancy questions. Pay-what-you-can lunch
catered by St. Paul’s TAB and ACW, fol-

lowed at 12:45 by Janet’s presentation
and Q & A’s.  Phone 905-852-7016 to
reserve a seat.   
Fri., Feb. 8: Lasagna Dinner, Good-
wood United Church, 6:30 p.m. Lasagna
dinner includes bread, dessert & bever-
age, $20. Advance tickets only from
June Harper at 905-640-3347. 

ONGOING
Friends’ Handicapable Ministry,
Trinity United Church, 6:50 to 8 p.m. For
more info please call jo at 905-852-
6487 or the church at 905-852-6213. 
Uxbridge Legion: Meat rolls at 4
p.m., continue every Saturday until
spring. Wing night every Thursday, 5:30
- 8:30 p.m. 75 cent wings! Open mic on
Sunday afternoons,  2 - 5 p.m.
Heart to Heart Healing Centre –
Uxbridge Healing Rooms at St. Andrew’s
Chalmers Presbyterian Church,
Uxbridge, every Wed., 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. (after the soup luncheon).  Prayer for
healing and other needs available to all.
No appointment necessary, no charge.
Staffed by volunteers from local churches.
For information contact 905-852-4665
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

READY FOR WINTER?

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440
3 Brock Street West

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

POP IN AND SEE OUR TERRIFIC NEW DISPLAY
OF CUTTING BOARDS! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Letters, from page 4  

As coordinators of this campaign, in co-
operation with the Uxbridge Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank, Sunrise Pregnancy
Support, Durham Region Department of
Social Services and Public Health, North
House and Community Living, we did
our best to ensure that every family or in-
dividual who applied for assistance re-
ceived a Christmas Hamper or food
vouchers.

We would like to thank the churches,
local businesses, service clubs and organ-
izations, schools and individual residents
who prepared hampers.

We would also like to thank all those
who so generously donated food and
money to the Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes
Food Bank.
And last but not least, the Uxbridge Toy

Drive, for their volunteers and for those
who kept the toy donation boxes in the
stores filled. Because of your Christmas
spirit of kindness and willingness to
share, we were able to brighten Christmas
for 157 families in our community.
Thank you again for caring and sharing!

Uxbridge is a great place to be!
Susan Gilbert, Cathy Tweedy, Gloria

Ross & Mary Ann Wagner
Coordinators, Uxbridge Christmas

Hamper campaign
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SERVICES
HANDYMAN. 27 years experience. No job too
small or too big. Free estimates. All work is
guaranteed. 416-705-9993.  1/17
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room?  Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77
Brock St.W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations and scanning. Stop in or call Sabrina
905-550-8825   1/31
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical & plumbing.
Licensed, insured & guaranteed. Big or small.
Waterproofing + mould. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot
lights. Bobcat. 45 years experience. Financing.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 1/31
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home
for elementary, high school, college and
university students. I also tutor adults who wish
to improve their Mathematics and Literacy skills.
905-852-1145.  1/31
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
1/31
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience!   1/31   
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 15 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism. Property
Services/Dog Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-
Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
follow us on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge
1/31 

WANTED
TUTOR SOUGHT for senior on how to
effectively use devices, android cell & tablet.

Examples: Accessing podcasts from international
radio stations, novels from libraries, Facebook
messages, etc. Willing to pay $18/hr. Reply to
d35gibson@gmail.com with your experience &
availability.   1/10
SEEKING PRIVATE LAND OWNER with
unused forest acreage near Uxbridge. Pay for
use - footprints only. Email -
infobdh3@gmail.com

HELP WANTED
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: This is a 6-
month contract role for an Administrative
Assistant who will provide general administrative
support for our local office just west of
Uxbridge,beginning in January of 2019. •
Provide administrative support including but not
limited to Email communications; Scheduling;
Process Payroll Records; Updating Insurance &
Other Certificates; Assist with Process &
Procedure; Operations assistance; Training
Matrix Updates; Maintain and update contact
database and calendar; Prepare correspondence;
Maintain electronic files for all incoming and
outgoing correspondences. • Complete monthly
reports/record keeping including but not limited
to Maintenance, Health & Safety, Equipment and
CVOR record keeping. •  Other duties and
responsibilities as may be required.
What someone will need to be successful in this

role: • Excellent computer skills, including
proficiency in Word, Excel, Outlook and
PowerPoint. • Experience in solar is a plus or the
ability to learn quickly. • Must be a self-starter.
• Ability to work independently as
well as in a team environment. • Ability to work
with tight deadlines. • Ability to multi-task and
stay organized. • Possess strong attention to
detail. • Demonstrate excellent verbal and
written communication skills. PROFESSIONAL
EXPERIENCE / MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS •
High School Diploma, GED/equivalent
certification or equivalent military experience;
College degree in a related field • Minimum of
one (1) year of professional experience in an

administrative capacity. Compensation will be
competitive and commensurate with experience.
The position is paid hourly and generally
requires attendance during business hours from
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily. If you are interested
and qualified for this role, please submit a
resume with a summary of your relevant
experience to jobs@penngroup.net for
consideration. 
COMMUNITY CLEANING IS HIRING!
Looking for people to clean homes and offices
with our amazing team! We will fully train you.
No experience necessary. Attention to detail is a
must. A drivers license and vehicle is an asset.
Various shifts available. Paid travel time, gas/car
allowance, Birthday bonus, cell allowance, and
other perks! We have an awesome team who
love to work hard, and have fun. Starting Salary:
$14 to $15 /hour. Please email resume to
info@communitycleaning.ca   1/10

FOR RENT
BRIDGEWATER CONDO APT.: 2 bed/2
bath, fresh décor, new bdrm broadloom, s/s
appliances, underground parking + storage
locker. Avail Jan.1. $1,900/mth. + utilities.
Contact Ian Morrison, Remax All-Stars. 416-791-
9212.   1/10

EVENTS
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION
GROUPmeets the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the
month at Blue Heron Studio at 7 p.m. Beginning
January 10 - a book study “The Places That
Scare You” by Pema Chodron. If you'd like to
join us please contact Gail: ghorner@zing-net.ca
1/31

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“All of us have sinned
and fallen short of God’s
glory.”

Romans 3:23

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Dave’s Painting
interior & exterior
Precision and Excellence

905-213-5496
paintingdav@outlook.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

May 15

Paid
in full
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Don’t miss out on this
essential advertising
opportunity!

For advertising options, sizes and prices call 905.852.1900
or email Lvann@thecosmos.ca
Guide distribution will be in the February 21 edition of  The Uxbridge Cosmos.

The Uxbridge Cosmos is publishing the
2019 Spring & Summer Guide

The resource for all things Uxbridge!
What’s inside:
• Spring & Summer programs and lessons
• The popular Summer Camps Guide insert
• Community events and information
• Community groups, halls and organizations
• And much more!

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

Thinking of Selling?
Call Judy today for a 
comprehensive market 
evaluation of your home.

Janet Green, Sales Representative
www.JanetGreen.ca
Cell: 905-439-1799

Spring is around the corner
Contact me today for your 
complimentary comparative 

market analysis
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Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Freehold Townhouse
3 bedrooms

(Dining converted to 3rd bedroom)
2 baths, 2 car garage

M/floor laundry
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Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Interested In Knowing The Value 
Of Your Home?

Call Dale today for your complimentary
and confidential property market

evaluation.
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Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 905-903-7965

EXCELLENT UXBRIDGE LOCATION
Quiet street in Uxbridge. 3 bedrooms, 3
bathrooms, family room with stone

fireplace, main floor laundry room with
access to double car garage. $724,900
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Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

4 Beds/4Baths/2-Car Garage.
25 Acre w/ Tax Incentive.
3-Level Estate Home.
High-End Upgrades.

2 Driveways.
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Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

Cautious, yet Curious?
Please feel free to contact me

for a complimentary 
Comparative Market Analysis 

of your home
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Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 416-500-6377

Family Home In Uxbridge
Quiet friendly street. 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. Wood burning fireplace. 
In-ground pool. Premium corner lot.

$639,900

NE
W

PR
ICE

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

75 Brock Street West,
Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference


