
PRESENTS PRESENTS A NEW OWNER - After spending 30 years at 60 Brock St. W. and watching the town change around her, Willa Worsley, right, is handing
over the keys to her successful gift shop Presents. On Feb. 1, Dina Middleton, left, will become owner of the unique gift shop, and promises to carry on the essence of the store
while also introducing new, exciting features. For more, see story on page 3. Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

by Roger Varley

In a recorded 5-2 vote, Uxbridge council de-
cided on Monday to "opt in" and allow the
possibility of a cannabis retail store to open in
the township sometime in the future.
After the vote, Mayor Dave Barton noted that

it would be at least a year or two before such a
store opens in Uxbridge and that the township
could use that time to learn from the experi-
ences of other municipalities where stores open.
He also suggested it would be a time to look at
increasing the township's no smoking zones.

Prior to the vote, each member of council
commented on the opt in-opt out vote.

Councillor Bruce Garrod said he wasn't sure
his personal opinion mattered.

"My sense is it's not a massive issue for the
public at large," he said. "Obviously the de-
mand is there."

"I think my personal opinion does count,"
Councillor Todd Snooks responded. "Where
drugs are, crime is: you can't get away from it.” 
He said the province is already acknowledging

there will be problems by providing funding to
municipalities to deal with them. He said he
had talked with a number of Ward 5 residents
and none of them were in favour of a cannabis
store.

Councillor Pam Beach offered that she, too,
had talked with residents in Ward 1, but said
that more were in favour of a store than against.
She said she had a problem with the township
not being able to control the distance a store is
located from a school, but noted the majority
of respondents to a township survey were in
favour.

Councillor Willie Popp said he had agonized
over the issue for a long time and is concerned
about cannabis showing up in edibles and

drinks.
Councillor Gord Highet said he doesn't buy

the argument that legalization will end the
black market for cannabis and advocated a
wait-and-see approach.
Councillor Gary Ruona noted: "The majority

want it and we live in a democracy."
Mayor Barton addressed the crime issue and

noted there are many other establishments,
such as pharmacies, liquor stores, banks and
cigarette shops, that are equally susceptible to
robbery.

In the recorded vote, requested by Highet,
only Highet and Snooks voted against opting
in.
The vote was taken on the final day before the

township had to notify the province of its de-
cision. Of the eight municipalities within
Durham Region, only Pickering and Whitby
voted to opt out.

Uxbridge council votes to opt in  

Life Lease - Northern Gate
Enjoy the care free living in this 55+ Community. Open concept with large living and 
dining rooms, eat-in kitchen,Master Bedroom with ensuite plus fully finished Family 
Room,bedroom, den and 3pc. bath.  Main Floor laundry and access to the garage. 

15 Norm Faulkner Drive 
N4308009
$539,900

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Thinking about selling your house?
Thinking to Call Marie Persaud, Sales Representative?

Then this is the time to do it. Inventory 
is low and buyers are looking. 
Whether  you are selling your farm, rural property, condo 
or house, we should get together and discuss how I can 
help you.

If selling your home is on your agenda, let’s chat 
about it. Call Marie direct at 416-970-8979
Not intended to solicit clients already under contract.
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Constituency Youth Council wants YOU
Film with Foote - views and reviews

Your independent
neighbourhood pharmacy

Thinking about losing weight?
Speak to our pharmacists about

the Ideal Protein Protocol.
29 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge

905-862-2800

Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry

and North Durham
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The Optimist Club
of Uxbridge

The Optimist Club of Uxbridge would like to
thank the following people for helping to

make this year's
Fantasy of Lights

the most successful event to date.

Special thanks to Randy Wilson & Larry Whitelock who were the
architects behind all the technology and logistics required to put

this show together. You took the Fantasy to the next level.

We can't thank you all enough. 

Thanks also to the generous donations of all our visitors. We had
between 25,000 and 30,000 visitors this year. Funds raised

support local youth initiatives in our community.

Thanks also to Canadian Tire and Scugog Rentals for helping to
make our Christmas tree sales so successful.

Hot Chocolate Crew
Salvation Army
Tim Hortons Uxbridge
Kim, Piper Lunn
Hannah Wilson
Jocelyn Amundson
Payton Kennedy
Maren Walker 
Audrey MacNeil
Ava Salo
Donovan & Malcolm Murray

Gate Keepers
Gary Ruona
Steve & Diane Dyke
Gord Highet
Gerri Lynn O'Connor
John Henry
Firefighters: Marcus, Nairn R.,
Michael G., John V.,  Matt A.,
M. Goodyear,  Bill, Ben H.,
Jonathan and Mike McDonald

Neil & Fiona Runnalls
Willie Popp
Isaac Zilstra
Lee Lawson
Manon Gagnon
Nancy Afonso
Richard Forkun
Jackie Burch
Lisa Rolph
Shannon, Parker, Hannah &
Preston Wilson

Bruce Garrod

Greg Lauzon
Alan & Tracey McClelland
Pauline & Dave Streeter
Jason Stewart & Family
Greg Gallagher
Caleb  Mott

Pre & Post event
volunteers
Bill & Nancy Knapp
Tom  Archer
John Ponech
Cathy Boone
Mike Fortune
Eric Nidd
Tony Schwab
Keith St. John
Skye, Luke & Leia Steeves
Jon Sullivan

Display owners
Please see our Facebook page
to see display video

Others
Derek Heyes / Heyes
Landscaping

Paul Fraser of Windcrest
Electrical - shelter 

Second Wedge Brewing
Company

Jack Ballinger
Lisa Streets - social media

Come   Sing   with   Us!

We’re a fun-loving, friendly group of ladies who sing 
4-part harmony on songs old & new.

Your voice could blend with ours every Monday evening at 7:15 p.m. at the
Uxbridge Music Hall (16 Main St. South Uxbridge)

Special Guest Night is Monday, January 28
More details? Call Kim at 416 605-7102

www.pineridgechorusuxbridge.ca

Break and enters lead to arrest of three Uxbridge residents
Break-ins in both Leaskdale and Port Perry lead
to four arrests earlier this month; three are
Uxbridge residents.
On Monday, Jan., 7, Durham Regional police

responded to two break and enter incidents -
one at the Leaskdale Convenience store and
one at e Beer Store in Port Perry. A distrac-
tion theft also occurred at a Tim Hortons in
Port Perry. e suspect vehicle was seen driving
away from the scene, and police were able to
identify the suspects. ey executed several
search warrants at residences in Uxbridge and
arrested four parties. 

Toni Walker, 23, and Kimberley Walker, 27.
both of Brock St. W. in Uxbridge were charged.

Toni Walker was held for a bail hearing and
Kimberley Walker was released on a Promise to
Appear.

Jessie Perkins, 28, also of Brock St. W., was
charged with several counts, including Break
and Entering and Mischief to Property.  He was
held for a bail hearing.

Keith Wilkins, 37, of Newmarket, is also
charged with several counts, including Break
and Enter and eft under $5,000. He too was
held for a bail hearing.
Anyone with new information is asked to con-

tact D/Cst. Brown (ext. 2675) of North Divi-
sion Criminal Investigation Bureau at
1-888-579-1520.



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

“I’m not here to wreck it, I promise!”
is is the protest that Dina Middleton is quick to make when announcing that she is taking

over ownership of the popular gift shop Presents Presents Presents. Jan. 31 will mark current pro-
prietress Willa Worsley’s last day “on the job,” rounding out 30 years in the Brock St. store, and
Worsley’s excitement about the change is visible when she talks about the upcoming change.
“It’s time,” she says. “I have to have some time to play! To enjoy my garden, and do a little trav-

elling, of course!”
Worsley originally opened the store with her mother, who “liked to make things.” Presents quickly

became a “go-to” shop in Uxbridge, stocking both quirky and classy offerings, risqué greeting
cards and becoming known for its distinctive gift-wrapping.

“I’ve seen so much change in this town,” remarks Worsley, “but it’s been so much fun being a
part of this community. I’ve met so many people that I would never have otherwise met, and I’m
so grateful for that.”

Middleton knows that she has big shoes to fill, but has worked closely with Worsley for over a
year, absorbing everything that makes Presents (the official name of the store is just one word -
Presents; it’s the logo that made the word a triplicate) so special to so many people.

“I am going to be making some changes, yes, but slowly, over time. I’m not going to come in
and change things all at once and scare everyone away,” she laughs.

Middleton has worked in marketing and retail before, and will be recognizable to many from
having worked at the Passionate Cook, just up the street, for five years.

She has lived in Uxbridge, and knows that the store has thrived because of its attention to cus-
tomer service and community.

“I’m so thrilled that Willa has entrusted me with her baby,” she says. “I think the reason the
store has had such longevity is because of Willa, the items she sells, and her service.”
“I’ve got to say a huge thank you to everyone for supporting my baby all these years,” says Worsley.

“I’m just so grate-
ful that people
have kept com-
ing!”

Middleton will
be giving the shop
a bit of a freshen-
ing up before offi-
cially opening the
door with her
own key. So don’t
be dismayed if
you see the shop
windows covered
up with kraft
paper - Presents
will just be closed
from Feb. 1
through Feb. 8,
and will reopen
on Feb. 9, ready
for business as
usual.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Long-time shop owner hands over the reins
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I want to thank Theresa Pilniuk  for
her Letter to the Editor last week. She
gave a much more realistic picture of
the dangerous consequences of using
cannabis and the harm it can cause,
that is consistent with what scientists
tell us.

Dr. Kennon Heard, a toxicologist
from Colorado, in a CBC “Market-
place” documentary in 2016, said
“Since legalization (of marijuana) in
Colorado they see patients daily with
serious reactions to marijuana, leading
to mental health disorders and anxi-
ety.”  He also said that their hospital
ER visits, related to pot, were also up
30 per cent.

Neuroscientist Dr. Steven Laviolette
of London, Ont., said, “The brain
waves ( of test subjects, taking mari-
juana) show the same pattern as schiz-
ophrenia with psychotic-like
symptoms (psychosis). The adult
brain (over 25) will usually return to
normal, in time, but the adolescent
brain may be damaged permanently.”
Dr. James MacKillop, Dr. Jason Busse
and Dr. Catharine Munn of  the De
Groote Centre for Medical Cannabis
Research at McMaster University
wrote an article in the Toronto Star,
Oct. 17/18,  warning of the risks of
using cannabis. They said, among
other things, there is an “increased risk
of psychotic disorders, such as schizo-
phrenia,” and “It is both physically
and psychologically addictive.”

The CBC documentary mentioned
above, also found that cannabis is bred
today to produce higher highs and so
is much more harmful and addictive
than it was before. They said, “One in
five teens who use cannabis become
addicted.” The law of diminishing re-
turns (the more you use it the more
you need to get the same high) means
cannabis addiction may often lead to
using and becoming addicted to
harder drugs.

Why would we want to sell such a
harmful substance in our town, that
can destroy the brains of our youth
and young adults and harm others

using it?
It makes no sense.

Vince Winder
Uxbridge

Count me as a fan of “The Barris
Beat” - that is, until [last week’s] col-
umn “Wiser for their years.”  At the
age of 83, I would like to add my
point of view to those of John McPhe-
dron, 82, and Joe Zanek in his 80s.
Ted, a valuable member of our com-

munity, has made his reputation as a
very successful author, speaker, an ef-
fective master of ceremonies, and reg-
ular columnist of the Cosmos. As an
author his focus has been on military
history.
However, this column betrayed a po-

litical bias that I can only describe as
nasty. He has made it abundantly clear
that he despises Conservatives and
their policies.

I have never been to a casino and
treasure memories of family-friendly
Ontario Place. Because we live in the
frightening shadow of Donald Trump,
our politics are becoming more and
more polarized. 

Ted, family-friendly and casinos are
not mutually exclusive. Let people
choose what they enjoy.

Jack McFadyen
Uxbridge

For those who believe expanding de-
velopment in certain areas of the
Greenbelt/Oak Ridges Moraines will
be bad for the earth’s climate, take a
second to see what has really hap-
pened since the province introduced
its “Places to Grow” policies. 

Not every family wants to live in
metro Toronto, raise their family in a
condominium high rise and rely on
public transportation – the concept
called “intensification.” However, with
the Greenbelt and other government
land use policies, the result has been
an insufficient new home supply
which doesn’t meet the demand of
families who still prefer single family
homes. This lack of supply is a signif-

icant contributor to high new home
prices.  So what happened? Because
families want affordable new homes,
thousands of families are forced to
drive across the Greenbelt and
Moraine each day to reach their de-
sired and affordable homes in areas
north of the Greenbelt. The impact of
this increased number of daily com-
muters on the climate is substantially
higher on the environment than the
number of  trees cut down on selected
areas of the greenbelt. 

As of June 2018, the average home
price in Uxbridge was $787,372. If
something doesn’t change soon, your
children and grandkids will not have
to worry about living here: they will
not be able to afford to.

Sandy Ewen
Uxbridge

This year a new online program was
introduced to pay for dog tags. Process
is great – fast and convenient.
One nice perk is that once you register
and pay for tags, you get $25 voucher
for the pet store. I was pretty excited
as I have two dogs and I received two
coupons.

I read the terms and conditions -
turns out they are only valid at PetS-
mart in northern Whitby.

What gives? We have an excellent
PetValu right in town that is very ac-
tive in our community (adoption ral-
lies, sponsorship, etc.), pays $30
thousand in taxes each year, provides
employment to locals and is in our
town.

Max Artemenko
Uxbridge

Editor’s note: after submitting his let-
ter, Mr. Artemenko received a note from
the township outlining that a corporate
relationship exists between DocuPet and
PetSmart, and  that bonus coupons were
not discussed at council. A spokesperson
did say that council will try and make
the coupons redeemable at a local estab-
lishment next year.

Letters to the Editor

Whatever results from the Doug Ford government's review of the province's eight
regional governments and the lower-tier municipalities that they encompass, one
thing is almost certain: democracy will be moved further away from the common
people.

Keeping the status quo is not an option. If it were, Ford would not have ordered
the review. No, he wants to make sure the regional and municipal governments in
the review "are working effectively and efficiently."

We all know what it means when a government starts talking about effectiveness
and efficiency: it means they will be cutting jobs, possibly reducing services or in-
creasing the rates that are paid for them. In Ford's world, it also means cutting down
on the politicians who represent the people.
No matter what his two special "advisors" come up with in their report, it is almost

a sure bet amalgamation of some kind will be their one of recommendations to de-
liver effectiveness and efficiency. It could also mean the elimination of some lower-
tier municipal governments altogether.

Let's consider a couple of possibilities. First, a possible amalgamation of Durham
and York regions. (There has already been speculation that Durham, York and Peel
could be merged into one mega-region). In the south end of Durham, we've already
witnessed the explosion of subdivisions that have swamped the likes of Oshawa, Ajax
and Pickering. But that is nothing compared to the endless expanses of subdivisions
in York. And while the developers merrily construct acres and acres of cookie-cutter
homes across the landscape, taking away important agricultural land in the process,
little is done in the way of providing local shopping or community centres or recre-
ation hubs for these new subdivisions. This puts added and unsustainable pressure
on existing facilities.
But, more importantly, should Durham and York be amalgamated, there's the ques-

tion of representation. York has nine municipalities, of which perhaps three can be
considered rural: Georgina, East Gwillimbury and King Township. Some might say
Whitchurch/Stouffville is a rural municipality but it is becoming almost indistin-
guishable from Markham. Durham has eight municipalities, of which four are con-
sidered rural. What chance would those rural municipalities have of being heard in
a Durham/York regional council?

The second possibility is the elimination of lower-tier municipalities. Apart from
communities like Uxbridge, Brock and Scugog losing the ability to govern them-
selves, what would that do to the election process? Under the current format, any
local resident can run for council and it doesn't have to cost that much to run a cam-
paign. But loss of municipal government would make it financially impossible for
many civic-minded citizens to even consider running for office. Only the well-to-do
or well-connected could afford it. And that opens up the horrifying possibility of re-
gional elections being taken over by party politics, because only the parties could af-
ford to finance campaigns on that scale.

Not only that, but if lower-tier municipalities are eliminated, that means fewer
politicians to represent the residents. Your representative will have to work for an
even greater number of people. And now you only have to go to the township offices
to get some things done - wait until you have to drive to Whitby for the same service
or, should the regions amalgamate, to Aurora. 

If lower-tier municipalities are eliminated, does one really believe the people who
work at the township offices in Uxbridge, Brock and Scugog are all going to find
jobs at the regional level? Some might, but most will just be let go.
Democracy flourishes the closer government is to the people it serves. That was ev-

ident in Uxbridge council recently when residents were allowed to have their say
during a discussion on the Grainboys application. Can you imagine that happening
at region or, heaven forbid, mega-region?

Democracy is not served when the common people are shut out of the process.

Our two cents
Democracy moves further away

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
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to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
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The following is not the column I originally
intended for this space. The first one I wrote
was, as my editor remarked, "dark," dealing
with what I see as, well, dark times facing the
world at large, as well as residents of Durham
and Uxbridge. She implied that the editorial
would have to be “sunshine and roses” to
counter such a gloomy outlook. So, after wit-
nessing the Uxbridge Bruins post another ex-
citing win at the arena last Friday, I decided
that would be a good "sunshine and roses"
topic and the original column can wait until
next week (at my editor’s discretion). So here
we go.
What are you doing tomorrow night? If you

are not one of the couple of hundred fans who
regularly turn out to watch the Uxbridge Bru-
ins Junior C team on Friday nights, you just
might want to consider joining them, because
it's time to jump on the bandwagon.
The Bruins have had an amazing year, one of

their best seasons in perhaps a decade. As of
this writing, they are tied for first place in the
PJHL's Orr division with the Lakefield Chiefs
and the North Kawartha Knights and are on
an eight-game undefeated streak. With only
seven games remaining in the regular season -
three of them at the arena - the Bruins stand
an excellent chance of coming out on top of
the standings, which would put them in a
good position to advance deep into the playoff
season.

And when the playoffs are upon us, at some
time the Bruins will be matched up against ei-
ther the Chiefs or the Knights for a best-of-
seven series. One thing that will be guaranteed
is that the fans will be treated to excellent, but
more importantly, exciting and entertaining
hockey.
For the last two months, if not the whole sea-

son, the Bruins have been playing like a team
possessed. Every player is pulling his weight;
there are no freeloaders. At the start of the sea-
son, the Bruins organization asked me to
name the player of the game for both the Bru-
ins and the visiting team. When it comes to
the Bruins, it has not been an easy task. Every
game, I have a list of players who deserve to
get the nod, to the point that many times the
edge goes to a player based on something in-
tangible such as a well-timed body check, win-
ning a crucial face-off or sacrificing the body
to block a shot. I could literally go through the
Bruins roster and list off what each player has
contributed throughout the season: that's how

good they are and how deep the team is.
While I hesitate to mention specific players,
credit has to go to the two goalies, Ryan Mc-
Conkey and Jacob Gordon, who have only
seven losses between them so far and have a
combined goals-against average of 2.25.

And that also goes for some of the players
who started the season with the Bruins but
have since been traded or cut from the team.
General manager Mark Savery has been jug-
gling the lineup constantly throughout the
season to shore up the team where he thought
he saw weaknesses. His work in that respect
has been evident on the ice. The last few home
games have been positively thrilling. 

Kudos also go to coach Andrew Langlands,
who has had to fit Savery's new finds into his
lineup without flummoxing his team. The re-
sult is that every forward line he puts out is
dangerous and capable of scoring goals, and
every defensive pairing is up to the task of
keeping the opponents at bay. This team plays
with skill, savvy and heart.
Enjoying a Bruins game is not just limited to

adults. The team regularly attracts lots of
youngsters and many parents bring their little
ones along as well to make it a family outing.
In fact, the whole Bruins experience is like a
family affair. (As an aside, and I really should-
n't have to say this, but I receive no special
deals or incentives from the Bruins. This col-
umn is from the heart.) I have attended games
at every arena in the league and, biased as I
might be, nowhere do I find the atmosphere
as friendly as at a Bruins home game. And at-
tending a Bruins game is cheaper than going
to the movies or the theatre or even dining out
at a restaurant.
It seems to me that if you're tired of watching

your favourite professional sports teams falling
by the wayside (none of my favourite NFL
teams made it to the playoffs) and fed up with
the high price of tickets, you could do far
worse than jumping on the bandwagon to
support the home team at a reasonable price
and being thoroughly entertained.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Editor’s note: Want to jump on the Bruins
bandwagon? Complimentary admission
tickets are available at the Cosmos office.
Pick up at 38 Toronto St. N. during office
hours.   
Complimentary tickets are for home games
only.

They called him “Doc.” But Fred Sutherland
told me that he didn’t know anything about
medicine. Somebody who came to see Fred off
at the train station when he left to join the Air
Force in 1941, decided because Fred’s dad was
a family doctor in that part of Alberta, that the
son ought to be nicknamed “Doc.”

“He called me ‘Doc,’” Fred told me, with
some embarrassment in 2017. “So, it stuck. All
through the war they called me that.”
Like many parts of Fred Sutherland’s 95 years,

so many who knew him thought the world of
him. Friends and family always used superla-
tives and high praise whenever they spoke
about him. They considered some things Fred
experienced in his youth, incredible. They
heard about his wartime exploits as a front-
gunner aboard one of the Lancaster bombers
on the famous Dam Busters raid of 1943, and
called him brave. Then, shot down on a later
mission, when he evaded the Germans for
weeks and got all the way back to England,
they called him heroic. And post-war, when he
survived yet another crash while working with
Alberta forestry in the Rockies, they described
it as a miracle. 
“Sure, they were important events in my life,”

he said, “but heroic? No.”
Fred Sutherland, who for some years has re-

mained the sole Canadian survivor of the fa-
mous Dam Busters raid in WWII, died on
Monday. But it wasn’t as if Fred set out to be
famous. About the only time he was obsessed
about anything was in the 1930s when bush
pilot Punch Dickins landed his famous Bel-
lanca float plane along the riverbank in Peace
River; adolescent Fred was desperate for a plane
ride. Dickins told Fred if he came up with $3
he’d take him up. “I got three bucks off my dad,
and got the flight,” Fred said. “I thought I’d be-
come a bush pilot too.”

Sutherland got his wish to fly again, but in
wartime not as a pilot; the RCAF recognized
his marksmanship and streamed him into
Bombing & Gunnery School. By 1942, he’d
gone overseas and completed a tour with
Bomber Command, surviving difficult raids
against such industrial targets as Cologne,
Essen and Berlin. He remembered many night
flights to the target when he fired bullets and
tracers designed scare off German night-fight-
ers, when “the only person they scared was me!”   
I asked him about being scared on the famous

low-altitude raid against the dams in the Ruhr
Valley in 1943. 

“We went low-level – 60 feet above water or

ground – all the way,” he said. “It was all indus-
trial area, so everywhere there were high-ten-
sion wires. We were on constant lookout. That
was really scary.”
The Dam Busters – and there were 30 Cana-

dians among the 19 Lancasters that pulled it
off – managed to breach two dams and damage
a third. Fred’s crew helped break the Eder Dam.
When they got back, the RAF took publicity
photos of them. The King and Queen visited
Scampton, their bomber station, to thank them
personally. But “Doc” Sutherland just wanted
breakfast, some rest and a chance to grieve.
“Some of us lost roommates, best friends, that
night.” But loss in his wartime career never
stopped. On his next operation, Fred’s bomber
lost power on two of four engines and if not for
the skill and courage of pilot Les Knight, none
of the crew would have survived. Fred bailed
out and evaded Germans for nearly three
months.
Fred Sutherland had served his country above

and beyond. When he arrived home in Peace
River, a local preacher pointed out that the con-
gregation had prayed for his safe return, sug-
gesting that’s why he’d returned safely. Fred
politely commented, “You can pray all you
want. It wouldn’t have changed the outcome,”
he said. “It was just luck.” 
Clearly, Fred hadn’t used up all of his portion.

On a fire observer flight into the Rockies in the
1970s, the Cessna plane in which he was a pas-
senger crashed into a mountainside. He was
later rescued by helicopter; that was his last
working flight.

Those few days we spent together, as I inter-
viewed Fred Sutherland for my book a couple
of years ago, I found him soft-spoken and di-
rect. When it was time for him to assist his ail-
ing wife Margaret, our conversation had to
wait. Then, he’d make sure I knew how proud
he was of his children and grandchildren before
we returned to the subject of his war stories. In
all our shared time, during my visit to talk
about the Dam Busters raid, I only heard Fred
use a superlative about himself once.
“I rarely talk about this to anybody,” he com-
mented at the end of our visit together. “But I
never forget it. It’s the most important thing
that ever happened to me.”

For a man whose accomplishments reached
great heights, Fred Sutherland was as well-
grounded a person as I’ve ever met.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

A hero grounded in humility

EVERYDAY LOW PRICES AT CANADIAN TIRE UXBRIDGE!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 
Everyday! 64-2864

40lb. bag 

Hardwood 
Pellets 

$629ONLY
each

Everyday! 59-6985

10kg 

Sifto
Ice Salt 

$399ONLY
each

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”Everyday! 59-3608

2pk Victor 

Mouse
Traps

$199ONLY
each

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Jumping on the Bruins bandwagon



THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Jan. 24: North Durham

Nature Members' Night.  Scugog
Memorial Library, Port Perry, 7 p.m. All
welcome. Several members will give mini

presentations on nature-related topics.
Contact James to get on the presentation
list.         James.Kamstra@aecom.com
Fri., Jan. 25: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club All-You-Can-Eat
Spaghetti Dinner. Udora Hall, served
between 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Fri., Jan. 25: Uxbridge
Gay/Straight Alliance Family &
Friends Gaymes Night. Lower hall,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 7 - 9 p.m.
Light refreshments. Donations accepted to
help fund group projects.     

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Jan. 28: Holy Spirits - Faith
Conversations Over a Pint!
Wixan's Bridge, 7 p.m. We all like dif-
ferent brews & we all have different
views! Info: stpauls-uxbridge.ca, 905-
852-7016, or email
revmk.stpauls.uxbridge@gmail.com 
Thurs., Jan. 31: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch. 11
a.m. – 1 p.m. for soup, homemade
bread, dessert & beverage - $5. For
more information, call  905-640-3347.
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
WE KNOW IT HURTS AND WE CARE
When you have lost someone you love, you may feel
overwhelmed, isolated and confused. This is normal

and there is help when you need it. 

GriefShare is a program that provides caring,
safe and gentle support in a group setting.

Please join us.
Wednesday, February 20th - May 15th

9:30-11:30 am 
at Uxbridge Baptist Church

For information or to register
j.atkins@saintpauls.ca • (905) 852-5921
saintpauls.ca 
under the CARE tab
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COMING UP

by Conrad Boyce

Peter Reid - sailor, film maker and
all-round local friend to the arts -
died last week at 71 after many tough
years with cancer. He moved from
Uxbridge to Halifax three years ago
to be with his son and grandsons.    
Peter was born in Edinburgh, Scot-

land. With
his parents
David and
Janet, and
s i s t e r
Sarah,  he
emigrated
as a six-
year old to
Canada in
1 9 5 4 .
Sarah, who

still lives in Uxbridge, recalls, “We
landed at Pier 21 in Halifax in our
little British school-child clothes -
bare knees, mackintoshes and wellies
in the middle of a Canadian winter!”
Because his father was in the RCAF,

Peter moved around a lot as a child,
to Colorado Springs, RCAF Edgar
near Barrie, and Montreal, before the
family moved to northern Virginia.
It was the height of the Vietnam War,
and Peter was reaching draft age, so
he and Sarah moved back to Britain,
where he worked in London and
then in Holland, selling magazine
subscriptions. 
While on the Isle of Wight looking

for work, he landed a job as navigator
on the yacht of Graham Kerr, the
Galloping Gourmet, and sailed
around the Caribbean for some time,
before returning to Montreal to
study film at Concordia University.
us began a long career as a camera-
man, mostly on industrial films (his
movie about the building of the CN
Tower is still shown there to tourists),
but he occasionally strayed into fea-
ture films, most memorably using lo-
cations in Uxbridge for a film called
To Catch a Yeti, starring rock singer
Meat Loaf. 

Peter first came to Uxbridge in
1980. He and his wife Marietta

(known to all as Mouse) settled on
the Sixth Concession south of town,
and son Zebulon (Zeb) was born in
1983. Mouse died of cancer in 1995.

For part of his Uxbridge life, Peter
worked as a yacht broker with Swan’s
Marina in Pickering. He also worked
for Uxbridge Printing, Richter’s
Herbs, and most recently in the
Wine Shop at Zehrs. He lent his cre-
ative mind and boundless energy to
many arts groups in the Uxbridge
area. But just as he began his Cana-
dian life in Halifax in 1954, he closed
it there as well, near to his beloved
ocean. He went to help Zeb and wife
Becky with their growing family, and
spent long hours walking the nearby
beaches with young Liam and Finley,
and was looking forward to doing the
same with his newest grandson An-
drew, born in May of 2018.

ere will be no memorial service
here in Uxbridge, but locals are en-
couraged to send their thoughts east-
ward in the spring, when Peter’s ashes
will be cast into the welcoming At-
lantic (along with those of his canine
buddy Bruce), and there will be a cel-
ebration of a life very well lived.

Donations to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society of Canada in
Peter’s name would be welcome.

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

OCH AYE - WE’VE GOT HAGGIS!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

ronnobleinsurance.com
Home • Automobile • Farm • Commercial • Recreational

Uxbridge:
905-852-3309

or 
1-800-263-2005

Ginny Arseneau and Sarah Kuypers,
proudly representing…

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Limited Time!

by Roger Varley

A nine-game unbeaten streak - eight
wins and a tie - has put the Uxbridge
Bruins in a tie with the North
Kawartha Knights for first place in
the PJHL's Orr Division. With seven
games to go in the regular season -
two of them against North Kawartha
- the Bruins seem well positioned to
take the league title, especially with
the Lakefield Chiefs currently in a
late-season four-game losing streak.

Last Friday, the Bruins hosted the
Knights at the arena and dominated
throughout, winning 7-3.

After a scoreless first period,
Cameron Moffitt, unassisted, and
Daniel Giorgio, aided by Nick
Roman and Matthew Hunter, gave
the Bruins a 2-0 lead in the first half
of the second only to see the Knights
bite into the lead with a power-play
marker.

e Knights evened the score early
in the third after Daniel Wu, in a race
for the puck travelling the length of
the ice, fell down, allowing North
Kawartha to score. Giorgio scored a
few minutes later after Toby Cooper

waited patiently for him to get into
position for a well-placed pass.
Simon Feig also received an assist.
en the roof fell in on the Knights,
with Justin Bennett, Hunter on the
power play, Moffitt with his second
and Jackson Savery running the score
up to 7-2. In the middle of that
streak, Aiden Riley also scored but
the referee disallowed the goal after
the players had already assembled at
centre ice for the face-off. e
Knights scored their third goal as the
game wound down.

e Cosmos picked Bennett of the
Bruins and Elijah Brahaney of the
Knights as players of the game.

On Sunday, playing a relatively
quiet game against the Georgina Ice
in Sutton, Moffitt, Giorgio and Riley
all scored in the first, along with
Georgina's lone marker. Esa Patton
made it 4-1 in the third, with no
scoring in the final stanza.

e Bruins host the Little Britain
Merchants tomorrow at 7:45 p.m.,
travel to North Kawartha on Satur-
day and then go down to Clarington
on ursday at meet the Eagles.

Bruins on a streak in home stretch

Popular Uxbridge arts supporter passes away

Former Uxbridge resident
Peter Reid passed away in
Halifax last week. 

Submitted photo
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SERVICES
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room?  Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77
Brock St.W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations and scanning. Stop in or call
Sabrina 905-550-8825   1/31
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical & plumbing.
Licensed, insured & guaranteed. Big or small.
Waterproofing + mould. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot
lights. Bobcat. 45 years experience.
Financing. Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or
647-225-3311 (cell). 1/31
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home
for elementary, high school, college and
university students. I also tutor adults who wish
to improve their Mathematics and Literacy
skills.  905-852-1145.  1/31
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
1/31
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!   1/31   
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners
have trusted Heather Stewart for 15 years for

her reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services/Dog Walking/Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge  1/31

WANTED
TUTOR SOUGHT for senior on how to
effectively use devices, android cell & tablet.
Examples: Accessing podcasts from
international radio stations, novels from
libraries, Facebook messages, etc. Willing to
pay $18/hr. Reply to d35gibson@gmail.com
with your experience & availability.   1/24

HELP WANTED
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: This is a 6-
month contract role for an Administrative
Assistant who will provide general
administrative support for our local office just
west of Uxbridge,beginning in January of
2019. • Provide administrative support
including but not limited to Email
communications; Scheduling; Process Payroll
Records; Updating Insurance & Other
Certificates; Assist with Process & Procedure;
Operations assistance; Training Matrix Updates;
Maintain and update contact database and
calendar; Prepare correspondence; Maintain
electronic files for all incoming and outgoing
correspondences. • Complete monthly
reports/record keeping including but not

limited to Maintenance, Health & Safety,
Equipment and CVOR record keeping. •  Other
duties and responsibilities as may be required.
What someone will need to be successful in

this role: • Excellent computer skills, including
proficiency in Word, Excel, Outlook and
PowerPoint. • Experience in solar is a plus or
the ability to learn quickly. • Must be a self-
starter.  • Ability to work independently as
well as in a team environment. • Ability to
work with tight deadlines. • Ability to multi-
task and stay organized. • Possess strong
attention to detail. • Demonstrate excellent
verbal and written communication skills.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE / MINIMUM
QUALIFICATIONS • High School Diploma,
GED/equivalent certification or equivalent
military experience; College degree in a related
field • Minimum of one (1) year of
professional experience in an administrative
capacity. Compensation will be competitive and
commensurate with experience. The position is
paid hourly and generally requires attendance
during business hours from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
daily. If you are interested and qualified for
this role, please submit a resume with a
summary of your relevant experience to
jobs@penngroup.net for consideration. 
UXBRIDGE GQ TAXI: Looking for full time
/ part-time weekend drivers. Paid cash daily.
G license a must. 905-852-2222.   1/31

FOR RENT
COTTAGE-STYLE HOUSE FOR RENT:
Available Feb. 1. Small, 2 bedroom. Perfect for
single professional or couple. $1,500. No
pets/smoking. Utilities not included. Terri 647-
293-0501.   1/24
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT for rent in
Uxbridge. $1,100 per month. Includes utilities,
cable and internet. Rob 416-616-8438.   1/24

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Showing respect to the Lord
will make you wise, and being
humble will bring honour to
you.” Proverbs 15:33

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Dave’s Painting
interior & exterior
Precision and Excellence

905-213-5496
paintingdav@outlook.com

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

OFFICE SPACE 
FOR RENT
800 Sq. Ft.  

15 Brock St. W.
Unit 2   

Downtown Uxbridge
905-852-6163 ext. 5

HELP
WANTED
Experienced Travel 

Consultant
Galileo preferred   

Uxbridge Travel Centre   
email 1059@travelplus.ca
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

4 Bdrm, 3 bath, all brick family home.
Fully fenced yard. 

Close to schools, parks, shopping.
Call Judy today for more info.

JU
ST

LIS
TE
D

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Freehold Townhouse
3 bedrooms

(Dining converted to 3rd bedroom)
2 baths, 2 car garage

M/floor laundry

FO
R S
AL
E 

AT
 $5
50
,00
0

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Interested In Knowing The Value 
Of Your Home?

Call Dale today for your complimentary
and confidential property market

evaluation.

FR
EE

CM
A

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 905-903-7965

EXCELLENT UXBRIDGE LOCATION
Quiet street in Uxbridge. 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, family room with stone
fireplace, main floor laundry room with
access to double car garage. $712,000.

NE
W

PR
ICE

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

4 Beds/4Baths/2-Car Garage.
25 Acre w/ Tax Incentive.
3-Level Estate Home.
High-End Upgrades.

2 Driveways.

FO
R
SA
LE

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

Time to Sell?
Please feel free to contact me

for a complimentary 
Comparative Market Analysis 

of your home

FR
EE

CM
A

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 416-500-6377

Family Home In Uxbridge
Quiet friendly street. 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. Wood burning fireplace. 
In-ground pool. Premium corner lot.

$639,900

NE
W

PR
ICE

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

75 Brock Street West,
Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

www.BecomeARealtor.ca

by Roger Varley

"is can't just be a popularity con-
test. We have to look at the legali-
ties."

With that statement, Mayor Dave
Barton kicked off Monday's council
discussion of responses to an appli-
cation by Grainboys Inc. for a zon-
ing bylaw amendment to allow them
to build a large grain-cleaning facil-
ity close to Goodwood.

Noting there were 33 letters from
residents on the agenda - 31 against
the proposal and two in favour -
Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid
Svelnis said council has to focus on
the zoning.

"We have to focus on whether a
grain mill is appropriate for that
property," she said.
She said that questions asked in the

letters received would be posted on
the township's website, as well as be
forwarded to Grainboys for answers.
She noted there were not a lot of
questions in the letters and "Grain-
boys doesn't have to respond to
statements."

Since next Monday's council meet-
ing has been cancelled, council
agreed that the Feb. 4 meeting
would be held at night so that the
public could attend, However, in a
lengthy discussion on the timing of
handling the issue, it was noted that
a report from township planning
consultant Elizabeth Howson is not
expected until the end of this
month. Given that planning com-
mittee chair Gord Highet had prom-
ised the public would have ample
time to study that report, council
agreed to come to a final decision on
the Grainboys application at a night
meeting on Feb. 25.
e letters council received resulted

from a meeting held at the Good-
wood community hall a week ago,
which was attended by over 80 peo-
ple, most of whom were strongly
against the proposal.

Conrad Richter, whose business,
Richter's Herbs is adjacent to the
proposed Grainboys site, encouraged
everyone present to write to council,
noting they had only 17 hours to do
so. He suggested some of the con-

cerns they might want to take issue
with were noise, dust, pesticide use
and air pollution. To that end, for-
mer councillor Bev Northeast had a
number of pre-written letters for
people to sign.
During the evening, one man won-

dered why the Grainboys operation
couldn't be situated in a worked-out
gravel pit. Another, a former plan-
ning chair in York Region, said argu-
ing against increased truck traffic
was "barking up the wrong tree." He
said more would be accomplished by
concentrating on the operation's vi-
sual impact. e proposed mill
would have 18 silos, each 60 feet tall.

Yet a third argued that, if council
approved the application, residents
should start a class action suit.

"at will stall it about eight years
and they'll lose interest," he said.

Resident June Davies suggested
that Goodwood residents take their
children with them when council re-
visits the proposal.

"It's their future that will be af-
fected," she said.

Chief bylaw officer resigns

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge's chief bylaw officer Andre
Gratton has resigned from his posi-
tion with the Township of

Uxbridge. 
Gratton, who joined the bylaw de-

partment 10 years ago, will be leav-
ing his position in three weeks. He
will become chief bylaw officer in
Whitby.

Chief Administrative Officer In-

grid Svelnis said a new chief bylaw
officer will not be chosen in house,
but the job will be posted. In the
meantime, clerk Debbie Leroux will
run the department which she over-
sees as part of her management du-
ties.

by Roger Varley

In a budget meeting on Tuesday,
council asked the public works de-
partment to provide a report on the
cost of plowing certain sections of
public sidewalk, or what they termed
"targeted plowing."
Finance committee chair Councillor

Bruce Garrod said the works depart-
ment should stop patrolling the
streets to see who hasn't cleared the
sidewalk in front of their homes and
bylaw should act only on complaints
received from the public. Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Ingrid Svelnis
noted that the works department
lodged 251 complaints as a result of
its patrols, but the bylaw department
could act on only 91 of them.
Garrod offered that instead of plow-

ing all sidewalks, the township
should look at "targeted plowing,"
clearing only the sidewalks fronting
homes owned by seniors or people
with disabilities.

Councillor Pam Beach worried
about the optics of a "patchwork" of
plowing, with township plows clear-
ing a section of a sidewalk and leav-
ing other sections untouched.
"at's better than doing nothing,"

Garrod responded. "Clearing all side-
walks is too expensive."

Starting the meeting, Garrod said
the budget process began with coun-
cil looking at a 4.5 per cent tax in-
crease, but was unable to say what it

will be now because of the uncer-
tainty surrounding transfer payments
from the provincial government. He
said if the payments are cut by 20 per
cent, that would mean a loss of
$90,000 to the township, which is
earmarked for current operating
costs.

at uncertainty also played into
discussions about a new swimming
pool, with Svelnis cautioning that the
province's review of regional and
municipal governments might
change things around.
"So we have to be careful with high-

ticket projects until it is all clarified,"
she said.

e library also came in for discus-
sion, with Svelnis saying the building
is going to require extensive mainte-
nance in the coming years. Mayor
Dave Barton said that delaying the
maintenance would not be doing
taxpayers a favour.

"We can't let this building deterio-
rate," he said.

Garrod echoed the sentiment, say-
ing it should be dealt with now or at
a greater cost in the future.

Svelnis said the should be no new
hiring at the library, with funds allo-
cated instead to the needed work.

Decision on Grainboys delayed Township considering plowing sidewalks


