
DO YOU THINK YOU’RE WHO THEY SAY YOU ARE? - A new version of an age-old story is on display in Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber’s hit Broadway musical
Jesus Christ Superstar, which opens tonight (Thursday) at the Uxbridge Music Hall. Ryleepuss Productions presents the show in Uxbridge for two weeks, then heads to Newmarket
for three additional performances. For ticket information, visit starticketing.com or see ad on page 3. Photo by John Cavers

by Nancy Melcher

A well-known, well-liked Uxbridge youth will
represent disabled youth throughout the
province as a 2019 Provincial Easter Seals Am-
bassador.
Graham Baskin’s latest title was announced in

Toronto last week at the annual Rogers Conn
Smythe Sports Celebrities Dinner & Auction
in support of Easter Seals Kids. 
The annual fundraiser usually announces one
female and one male ambassador for the year;
Baskin’s female counterpart is Madisen Dean
from Hamilton.
Baskin, a 16-year old student at Uxbridge Sec-

ondary School, already has some ambassador
experience – in 2017 he was selected the Ac-
cessibility Ambassador for Uxbridge. This dis-
tinction was awarded because, according to the
acclamation, “having a barrier in his life does
not stop him from being active in the Uxbridge
Community… Graham’s frontal and forward

involvement in our community has been one
of the key movements to create inclusive envi-
ronments for people of all abilities.” 

Baskin reportedly delighted the audience at
last week’s gala, sharing the head table with elite
Canadian athletes including goalie Curtis
Joseph, Olympic ice dance champion Tessa
Virtue, tennis star Daniel Nestor, Blue Jay’s
manager John Gibbons, women’s hockey goalie
Sami Jo Small, and sledge hockey player Billy
Bridges. Dinner guests gave him a standing
ovation after he spoke about himself and how
Easter Seals has helped him to be more inde-
pendent at home. This year’s fundraising total
was not available at press time, but last year’s
event raised over $340,000.  
Baskin says he has a busy year ahead of him.
Easter Seals has several fundraising events
planned, and both ambassadors help raise
awareness for children with physical disabilities
across Ontario. One of the biggest, the Toronto
Telethon on CBC on April 7, happens when

Baskin will be overseas with the U.S.S. Vimy
Ridge Tour, which will visit battlefields,
beaches and memorial sites from both the
Great War and Second World War. Baskin will
present at the telethon electronically since he
won’t be available in person. He says he is look-
ing forward to attending lots of hockey, golf,
swimming, and sailing events, all of which help
send kids to camp and improve conditions in
their daily lives. 
Baskin is a huge fan of the two camps run by

Easter Seals: Merrywood near Perth and Wood-
eden near London. He says, “Going to camp is
the best thing. There are no barriers: the whole
place is 100 per cent accessible, so we can go
anywhere and do anything we want. They even
provide helpers for campers that can’t manage
on their own.” 
He enjoys the freedom that a camp experience

offers, just like any teenager. Some of the activ-
ities he enjoys most are archery, arts and crafts, 

...continued on page 3

Easter Seals chooses ‘unstoppable’ ambassador
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by Roger Varley

With a 19-0 shellacking of the Georgina Ice on
Sunday, the Uxbridge Bruins put an exclamation
mark on their first-place finish in the PJHL's Jun-
ior C Orr Division.
It is the first time the Bruins have ended the reg-

ular season atop the standings since the 2014-15
season and they did it convincingly. e team fin-
ished the season with 10 wins in a row and a 16-
game streak without a loss. e last time the
Bruins came up short was a 4-3 loss to the Little
Britain Merchants on Dec. 21.
e final tally showed the Bruins with 68 points

on the strength of 33 wins (the most games the
team has won in a season), seven losses and two
ties. e Lakefield Chiefs and North Kawartha
Knights both finished with 64 points.

e final weekend of the season saw the Bruins
edge the Knights 3-1 at the arena on Friday before
they blasted the Ice two days later.

After a scoreless first period, Michael Rennie
scored late in the second period after Simon Feig
put him in the clear with a perfect pass. Ethan
Coens tied it up for North Kawartha a couple of
minutes later with a shot from the point.

In the third, captain Aiden Reilly scored what
proved to be the winning goal, unassisted, and
Jackson Savery put the icing on the cake at the
midway mark, assisted by Justin Bennett and Ste-
fan Palatsidis.
Palatsidis and the team as a whole went on to set

a few season records for the division when they
faced the Ice in Sutton. e 19-0 tally set the
record for the most goals in a game and the largest
winning margin, while Palatsidis had the most
points in a game with seven.

e win was practically assured, given that

Georgina sat way down in last place and were
eight men short on the bench for the final game.
Showing no mercy, the Bruins fired a total of 71
shots on the Georgina net, scoring four goals in
the first period, six in the second and nine in the
third. One goal was short-handed and two cam
on the power play.
Palatsidis came away with two goals and five as-

sists, while Bennett notched four goals and two
assists. Newcomer Joshua Cammalleri, in his first
game as a Bruins, scored a goal and added three
assists. Daniel Giorgio had three goals and two as-
sists and Feig had three goals. Bennett finished the
season second in the scoring race with 32 goals
and 37 assists for 69 points. Cameron Robinson
of Little Britain had 38 goals and 33 assists for 71
points, but he played seven more games than Ben-
nett.

For goalie Jacob Gordon, it was his second
shutout of the season.
e Bruins, having enjoyed a week off to savour

a standout season, begin the playoffs with an af-
ternoon game on Monday, the Family Day holi-
day. e team will meet the winner of the
mini-series between the Clarington Eagles and
Port Perry MoJacks, which begins tonight (urs-
day). e game begins at 2:45 p.m. and will be
followed by a family skate with the Bruins from
5 to 6 p.m. All fans are welcome. Future playoff
dates are yet to be announced. Meanwhile, the
Chiefs and the Knights will go head to head to
see who advances in the playoffs.
Bear pause: Goalie Ryan McConkey was selected
by the Ontario Hockey Association as its goal-
tender of the month for January/February on the
strength of his 11 wins and one tie. McConkey
finished the season with a 2.40 goals-against av-
erage.

Bruins finish in first place with a bang
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Ambassador, from page 1

sledge hockey, wheelchair basketball,
and especially the fully accessible
high ropes course. 

“The feeling of being pulled up 70
feet by a rope is a little nerve-wrack-
ing,” he laughs. “However, once I got
up there and could move around it
was fantastic. I could see a lot more
than I could on the ground.”
Baskin’s parents, Colleen and Terry,

share his enthusiasm, and give more
insight.    

“Kids there try things they might
never get to do at home,” explains his
mother. “Graham loves archery, and
we wouldn’t know that if he hadn’t
tried it at camp. It’s an opportunity
to safely peel the kids away from
their parents, and it also allows the
parents to peel away from their kids.
That is so important for them to be
able to develop independence.” 

Most camps are 10 days in length.
It costs well over $250 per camper
per day; thus the need for fundrais-
ing. 
At school, Baskin is an active pupil.

He’s a member of the Vimy Club
and the Improv Club, and serves on
Student Council. Graham likes to
read, watch sports and historical
movies, and play computer games.
He’s an active volunteer in the com-
munity, and plays sledge hockey,
swims, rides his bike, and likes to
travel. His favourite subject is his-
tory, and he hopes to further his
studies in history and the dramatic
arts.

Baskin wants people to know that
“Easter Seals kids, along with other
kids with disabilities, are people just
like you and me; however, some of
the world can’t see past their appli-
ances. These kids prefer for people to
get to know them first before they
are judged. By doing these events
and sending kids to camp, Easter
Seals makes these kids unstoppable!”
Donations can be made at www.east-
erseals.org either as a one-time dona-
tion or by enrolling in a regular
donor program. In addition, funds
may be directed to camp, for finan-
cial assistance with mobility pro-
grams, or to where the need is
greatest. 

THE UXBRIDGE COSMOS
is a proud 

media sponsor for 
THE UXBRIDGE & AREA
NETWORKING GROUP.

Watch this space for
UNG-member specials
for COSMOS readers! 

Across
1  Convention group
5  Between
8  Dotty
12  Belgian currency
13  Actress McGraw
14  Love god
15  Business V.I.P.
16  Rice dishes
18  Root of a sweet flag plant
20  Pertaining to sense of smell
23  Fit for farming
27  United Nations agency for 

workers, for short
28  Questionable
31  Ballerina's pivot points
32  Fate
33  Ventured
35  ___ and downs
36  Kind of proportions
38  Was a passenger
39  Air, land and ___
40  Misshape
42  "___ Heartbeat" (Amy 

Grant hit)
44  Natural springs
47  Yankees' sport
50  Computer symbol
54  Baking chamber
55  Most talked about drink in 

"Pirates..."
56  Mike Myers, for love
57  Student's book
58  Parched
59  __ Lake, Minn.

Down

1  Pollinator
2  Unit of illumination
3  Mining discovery
4  Spherical bacteria
5  Fertilizer
6  Lt ____, character from 1979 
"Star Trek" film

7  Appalled
8  Bothers a lot (2 words)
9  Borghese patronized it
10  Slime
11  Donkey
17  "___ House" (Crosby, Stills, 

Nash & Young hit)
19  Kind of rock
20  Lubricated
21  Hill incline
22  Theme
24  Haul with a tackle
25  Social outcast
26  Blue-book filler
29  Area adjacent to animal 

pens
30   Moving to and __
34  Hunter's quarry
37  Penetrating
41  Confederate soldier
43  A sign (for victory)
45  Slander
46  Abounding with specific 

trees
47  "I Ro__" movie
48  Old greeting
49  Census datum
51  Prompt
52  Table scrap
53  Almond, for one

Graham Baskin (front left) hangs out with fellow 2019 Provincial Easter Seals Ambassador Madisen Dean and
various sports personalities at the Conn Smythe Sports Celebrities Dinner, held last Wednesday night in Toronto.
Back row, from left: Former Blue Jays manager John Gibbons, Ken Reid (Sportsnet), Christine Simpson (Sportsnet),
former Maple Leafs captain and Hockey Hall of Famer Dave Keon, and Evanka Osmak (Sportsnet). 

Photo by John Cavers

Alan Elson
Broker

Call 905-852-2424

WHAT A BUY!
Super main floor condo unit

41 Ash Street, Uxbridge. 
Steps off business section and bus stop. 

2 bed, 2 baths, walkout to patio.
Asking only 379,000.00. 
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Re: “Am I Wrong?” Feb. 7 edition

In response to Mr. Varley’s February
7 column, I would offer the follow-
ing comments.

Regarding downtown parking, the

current lots provided seem adequate
for short term parking.  I can see the
problem identified for downtown
residents who need parking on a 24
hr. basis and perhaps the Township
might consider a licensing approach

by issuing parking permits.
I don’t know if there are planning

standards which dictate how far away
a park should be from users but it
seems to me that Centennial Park
and Elgin Park are within reach.  As
for facilities in Centennial Park, I ex-
pect that park development fees gen-
erated by new residential
development downtown might pro-
vide funds for equipment (swings,
slides etc.).

I have no issue with four storey
buildings downtown but if new de-
velopment goes in, I think it is essen-
tial that the Township exercise some
architectural control such that new
development complements the exist-
ing buildings in the Rutledge block.
New residential/commercial mix de-
velopment in the downtown core is
important for a vibrant downtown. I
agree that the lack of affordable hous-
ing in the Township is a problem.
Any new or redevelopment proposal
could include a proviso for a percent-
age of affordable housing. Maybe the
Township could cut the local red tape
or forego some development fees to
achieve the goals envisioned for the
downtown or perhaps some other
outside the box approach.

Bryan Byng
Uxbridge

Roger, in your column, perhaps you
have overlooked a source of fresh
fruits and vegetables, healthy meats
and all manner of staples at The Bar
Café, right in town and within walk-
ing distance of your residence!

I have found that they also serve
coffee, tea, baked goods and delicious
veggie wraps for lunch.

I think you did this fine shop and
the community a disservice by your
omission. 

Carol Coleman-Trotter
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

The Cosmos is having a tonne of fun carrying the winner of the Rotary Club
of Uxbridge’s Catch the Ace progressive lottery each week on the front page.
And it’s been exciting to watch how it’s grown since last May, when it first
began. The winner that first week took home $542, and the jackpot that got
carried over to the following week was a whopping $2,300. The stakes have
grown considerably, and people are now paying attention to the little lottery
that’s grown. This week, the elusive Ace of Spades is still on the board, and a
jackpot win of almost $38,000 is literally in the cards for some lucky soul
out there. In recent weeks, Catch the Ace tickets have suddenly become a hot
commodity, and people are braving cold temperatures, lining up outside of
where the available 1,000 tickets are sold, long before the doors open. And
those who aren’t lucky enough to get one of the tickets have apparently been
complaining loudly to anyone who will listen that there should simply be
more tickets. Then they can win thousands of dollars. 
Greed is an amazing thing. The grumps and grouches seem to be completely

missing the point that this is a lottery where the proceeds go to local charities.
You don’t buy the ticket just to win the bucks. You buy Lotto 6/49 for that.
For Catch the Ace, you buy the ticket to give to the Rotary Club right here
in town, to Jumpstart, right here in town, and to the Legion right here in town.
Any money you may win back is pure gravy.

But no. Everyone wants to ensure that they have access to their chance at
winning the big one, and so demand of a service organization that it should
make more tickets so people can win more money. Simply printing more
tickets won’t necessarily increase any one person’s odds of winning. Consider
this: “The odds of winning the jackpot in a game like Lotto 6/49 are approx-
imately 1 in 14 million, similar to the odds of putting the name of everyone
in Ontario in a hat - a very tall hat - and randomly pulling out your own.
That would be amazing, but when it comes to winning the lottery, it’s all
about chance. Winning numbers are chosen randomly, and all that affects
the odds is the total number of possible combinations as determined by game
mechanics – not the number of people playing.” (As outlined by Ontario
Lottery and Gaming at playsmart.ca)
Are the odds affected when a jackpot rolls over, such as in a progressive jack-

pot? No, odds don’t change – they’re based solely on the numbers that must
be matched and the number of possible combinations for a given game.

We’ve heard that, during the next round for the Catch the Ace (there are
only 11 cards left - it’s got to happen soon!), and due to popular demand,
there will be an increase in the number of tickets sold. Which is awesome,
because now more money in means more money for Rotary, Jumpstart and
the Legion! It also means the jackpot will likely increase more quickly, and
all manner of Greedy Gusses will be clamouring to get their hands on a ticket
that will lead them to the jackpot. Limiting the number of tickets per pur-
chase might be a good idea too. But wouldn’t it be nice if people clamoured
to give their cash to these organizations as a straight-out donation, and not
expect something in return for it? Sigh. 

We’re excited about how and when this round of Catch the Ace will play
out, and want ticket buyers to just accept that there are only 1,000 tickets
each week; that’s just the way it is. Let the cards fall where they may.

Our two cents
Greed coming in spades
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I doubt that any members of Uxbridge's new
council knew they were about to be elected to
a job that immediately became almost impos-
sible to do. Had I been elected in last Octo-
ber's voting, by now I would be pulling my
hair out in frustration.

Apparently, because Doug Ford failed in his
attempt to become mayor of Toronto, he's de-
cided that, as premier, he's going to be mayor
of all the municipalities. And that's what is
making it so hard for our local councillors to
do their jobs.
Take the budget. First they look at what must

be spent and, although one might haggle over
a few relatively minor things that are included,
generally speaking township budgets don't in-
flate that much. 

Then they look at where the revenue comes
from to pay for the expenditures: obviously
property taxes, but also development charges,
fees for licences and services, user pay services,
hall and facility rentals and so on. But there are
also government grants and transfers, such as
the annual payment received from the
province under the Ontario Municipal Part-
nership Fund. That transfer has been dimin-
ishing every year for the last few years and the
township has had to take measures to cover the
loss. But at least council always knew at budget
preparation time how much they were going
to receive.

However, this year, at the last minute, while
every municipality in the province was prepar-
ing its budget, Finance Minister Vic Fedeli let
them know the transfer payments were being
held back; they're being reviewed and he'll let
everyone know what's what when he's ready.
Kind of a perverse way of saying "Keep Calm
and Carry On."

But council can't carry on with the budget,
at least with any degree of confidence, if the
Ford government is withholding vital informa-
tion.

So councillors, to all intents and purposes,
must have difficulty doing that part of the job.

Nevertheless, they sally forth, attempting to
deal with other township business, except that
all of them must have a nagging thought at the
back of their heads that they possibly could be
doing it all in vain. With the Ford government
calling for a review - (and a quick one at that)
- of the way the province's regional govern-
ments and the municipalities that lie within
those regions operate, no one should be sur-
prised if Uxbridge doesn't have its own council

a short ways down the road. How difficult
must it be for councillors to talk about whether
the township should or should not adopt some
new policy or support or oppose some newly
proposed project, when they know it's quite
possible their decisions won't mean anything
in a short while?

So councillors, to all intents and purposes,
have difficulty doing that part of the job.
Stalwarts ever, they press on, looking past the

ominous rumblings coming out of Fordor, and
hold a three-hour strategy meeting last Friday.
The councillors talked about priorities and
goals and how to reach those goals and the
overriding theme, written in black marker on
a display board, was: "How are our con-
stituents impacted?" Facilitator Colleen Baskin
asked them to talk about the township's
strengths with the caution: "We don't want to
take something for granted and lose it."

And the councillors, aided when needed by
CAO Ingrid Svelnis, clerk Debbie Leroux and
treasurer Donna Condon, really got into it. It
was almost as though they were determined to
have a road map and a plan ready for their con-
stituents, even if they are never used. They
even talked about future major projects, such
as the proposed new Uxpool.
How their hearts must have sunk on Monday

when MP Jennifer O'Connell cast doubt on
that project's future with the information that
the Ford government might not be willing to
pick up a share of the tab for the pool. She said
the federal government is ready to pony up its
portion, but the provincial government is not
accepting applications for infrastructure agree-
ments: e.g. new Uxpools.
So, even when they're just trying to prepare a

road map and a plan that might or might not
be used, they're stymied, because whatever
conclusion they came to in their strategic plan-
ning concerning the new Uxpool, it doesn't,
apparently, matter any more.
I know the province has legal jurisdiction over

municipalities, but this is getting ridiculous. A
couple of years ago, a lot of members of the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario -
Uxbridge included - joined together to force
the Wynne government to end the hated On-
tario Municipal Board. It seems to me that
united front needs to rise again to protect our
municipalities from disappearing. As Ms.
Baskin said: "We don't want to take something
for granted and lose it."
Tell me, am I wrong?

We have finally discovered something President
Trump fears. “Here in the United States, we are
alarmed by the new calls to adopt socialism in
our country,” he said last week in his State of the
Union address.
And his audience of Senators and House repre-

sentatives booed. 
“We are born free and we will stay free,” the

President said. “Tonight, we renew our resolve
that America will never be a socialist country.”
And the building erupted in applause and chants
of, “USA! USA!”

Well, if the President is frightened that the
Democratic Party in his country is moving to the
left on the political spectrum, he’s right. But lib-
eralism is not socialism. And being called a “so-
cialist” is not as insulting as it once was.
Remember this: Most millennials, those reaching
adulthood in the 21st century (and by the way
tomorrow’s decision-makers), have no concept
of socialism of the Soviet variety (the USSR col-
lapsed in 1989). And at least two generations of
Americans (and as many Canadians for that mat-
ter) have no idea what the term “Cold War”
means. For them socialism is not the same as
communism, something they took in history
class a million years ago. Socialism is not nearly
the threat that Trump (or for that matter Premier
Doug Ford) claims it is.

More accurately, I suggest, socialism has given
western democracies more than Trump capital-
ists are prepared to give it credit. I mean, Amer-
ica’s very founding – the Revolutionary War –
was a social declaration against colonialism. Fur-
thermore, the U.S. Constitution’s preamble
states, “We the People, in order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice, ensure domestic
Tranquillity, provide for the common defense,
promote the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Poster-
ity…” At the very least, such a statement is dem-
ocratic socialism. Indeed, most U.S.
Constitutional scholars agree that “I the individ-
ual” cannot function unless a scattered society
elevates itself to “a unified republic.”
Constitutional poetry aside, all western societies

– including the American one – employ social-
ism to varying degrees. If Americans cannot ac-
cept any form of control over their lives – i.e.
socialism – why do their cities, states and federal
jurisdictions allow public libraries, public works
systems, social security, the military, fire depart-
ments, police, family courts, and health care?
And we on this side of the border would be wise
to acknowledge some additional social safeguards
that have served Canada well too – for example
– a regulated banking system, which largely pro-
tected us from financial collapse in 2008; a pub-

lic health system, whose nurses prevented the po-
litical bungling by a provincial government
around the severe acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS) outbreak from becoming an epidemic;
social input by veterans to review the pension
buy-out strategies of the federal government in
favour of fairer life-long support; and a transfer
payment system, that at least in some times past
prevented economic and societal collapse on the
Prairies and in Newfoundland.
In a recent post following Trump’s “never be so-

cialist” rant in the State of the Union, one Amer-
ican pundit commented: “Americans feel
overwhelmingly the need to be free. Free to be
poor, to be shot at, build ugly cities, consume
whatever unhealthy foods they want and ruin the
planet.” 
I think that’s rubbing American noses in it. But

in an unprecedented era of divisiveness and ex-
treme political rhetoric in a divided States of
America, I find it odd and frightening that Re-
publicans have attacked everything that Democ-
rats want as socialism. Trump and his base call
modest tax increases on the wealthy, socialism.
They call regulations to lower carbon emissions
and reduce the risk of climate catastrophe, so-
cialism. They claim health-care reform which
maintains some private insurance, but which also
includes stronger protections for consumers, so-
cialism. 

In other words, anything that’s more liberal
than either Trump or what the Republican Party
would prefer, is socialism. And they make it seem
– as in the Joe McCarthy era – as if considering
such socially conscious initiatives means that
we’re “allowing the communist hordes in
through the gates.” History has shown Ameri-
cans that the Red Scare was entirely fabricated,
indeed the manic rants of a misguided politician.
There’s little to support the current president’s
claim that Democratic Party politics promote, in
his words, “government coercion, domination
and control.”

But I come back to the millennials. A recent
Gallup poll in the U.S. showed among Ameri-
cans younger than 30, that 51 per cent of them
have a positive view of socialism. They may have
very little experience understanding socialism,
but if young American families are suddenly fac-
ing thousands of dollars of debt, little or no hope
of health-care coverage for themselves and their
children, and even less prospect of good wages
or a home of their own… then unbridled capi-
talism, at least of the Donald Trump variety, may
not be so attractive.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Socialism? The devil you say?

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Glad I wasn’t elected
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THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Feb. 15: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
East and West Walker Woods loop hike
with hills. Icers or snow shoes will be
needed. Meet at parking lot on east side
of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Feb. 16: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 5+ km moderate pace hike. You may
need icers or snow shoes. Meet at the
roadside parking on the west side of

Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Feb. 16: Bag of Books for a
Buck Sale. Zephyr Community Centre,
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Feb. 19: Seniors Luncheon.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 12 noon.
Roast beef dinner & dessert, $10 for
members available at Community Care
Office until Feb. 15. No ticket sales at the
door. Memberships are  $10.
Wed., Feb. 20: GriefShare be-
gins. Uxbridge Baptist Church, 11:30
a.m. The journey of grief after the loss of

a loved can be too painful to travel
alone. To register or find out more, call
905-852-5921 or email j.atkins@saint-
pauls.ca. You can also look under
Events/Community at saintpauls.ca 
Fri., Feb. 22: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions All You Can Eat Spaghetti
Dinner. Udora Community Centre,
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 23: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs
please. Meet at road side parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905-830- 2862
Sat., Feb. 23: Greenbank Folk
Music Society presents Michael
Jerome Brown, Greenbank Hall, 8
p.m. Tickets $25, Blue Heron Books,
Uxbridge, or phone 905-985-8351. For
info visit greenbankfolkmusic.ca 
Sat., Feb. 23: Yuk Yuks Stand-Up
Comedy Show. Udora Hall, 8 p.m.
(doors open at 7) Fundraiser for Udora
Community Hall. Tickets $25/person,
available at Udora General Store and
U.P.I Gas (cash only). Cash bar. 
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Limited Time!

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

DON’T BE A JERK! FIND THE BEST MEAT JERKY
IN OUR NEWEST IN-STORE DISPLAY! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Moving forward
column by Jennifer Neveu-Campsall & Scott Campsall  

Analysis and outcome - worth doing

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

by Roger Varley

Ward 1 councillor Pam Beach in-
formed council on Monday that she
is opting out of future discussions
and decisions regarding the zoning
bylaw amendment application
brought forward by Grainboys Inc.

Grainboys, currently running an
operation in Aurora, wants the zon-
ing amendment to allow it to build a
dry grain processing plant, complete
with a bank of 60-foot silos, just east
of Goodwood hamlet.
Beach said she was declaring a con-

flict of interest even though she be-
lieves there is none and she has
received a legal opinion that backs
her belief. Nevertheless, she said
many residents in her ward "per-
ceive" her to have a conflict and for
that reason she is taking the action
she has chosen.

"Perception becomes reality," she
said.

Her announcement came at the
start of council proceedings, despite
the fact that the agenda carried a re-
port from Beach which stated that,
since she had been told by the town-
ship integrity officer that she was not
in conflict, she would be "pleased to
represent my residents and the town-
ship on this application."

Also on the agenda was a letter
signed by a number of residents who
said Beach was in conflict because she

lives on a farm where she and her
husband raise livestock, hay and
grain crops. e writers said the
Beach family could gain by selling
grain to Grainboys. Beach has coun-
tered that the grain grown on the
farm is used primarily to feed the
livestock.
MP drops Uxpool bomb: Jennifer O'-
Connell, member of Parliament for
Pickering Uxbridge, left councillors
in doubt about the future of the pro-
posed new Uxpool when she made
one of her regular visits to give an up-
date to council.

O'Connell told them that the
provincial government has decided
not to accept any applications for in-
frastructure agreements in the fore-
seeable future. In preparing for the
proposed new aquatic centre, the
township had hoped to receive fund-
ing from the federal and provincial
governments to help cover the costs.

e most recent estimate for the
pool, which was scheduled to be con-
structed in 2022, was $12 million,
with the township expecting a three-
way split of $4 million each. Coun-
cillor Bruce Garrod, chair of the
finance committee, said without
funding from the other levels of gov-
ernment "we can't go ahead with the
pool or any other projects."

O'Connell said the federal govern-
ment is still willing to pay its share of
the costs.

Councillor opts out of Grainboys decision

What do the Navy SEALs and the
animation company Pixar have in
common? According to Daniel
Coyle in his book, “e Culture
Code,” they have one very impor-
tant thing. ey analyze their per-
formance in order to create future
success.

e Navy SEALs regularly con-
duct what they call an After-Ac-
tion Review, or AAR, after their
missions. Team members face
some important tough questions
like “Where did we fail? Why did
each of us do what we did?”

ese conferences can be gru-
elling and are definitely not easy
for a high caliber soldier to go
through, especially after a success-
ful mission. Even after a victory
though, someone made a mistake
somewhere, and in order to in-
crease efficiency, these reviews, al-
though they can become intense,
are considered to be the most cru-
cial thing the team does together
aside from the missions them-
selves.

e directors at Pixar have their
uncomfortable moments also
during what they call BrainTrust
meetings. e BrainTrust hap-
pens about a half dozen times
during the making of a film at
regular intervals. During these
meetings, the film's director pres-
ents the team’s current work to a
group of veteran directors and
producers who offer their honest
opinions about what they con-
sider to be the production's flaws.
Notes about where characters lack
heart, where the storylines are
confusing, and where jokes fall
flat are all discussed. Just like the
SEALs value the AAR, Pixar also
considers a BrainTrust to be one
of the most important things that
can be done in order to ensure a
film's success.

So, what does that have to do
with us in daily life?  Well, plenty
if you want to find success! Some-
times we need to take a look at
our past to help us make a better 

...continued on page 8
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SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR.
Frameless shower doors. Shower conversion.
Cabinet refacing. Painting. Full project start
to finish in-house, no sub-contractors. Call
Mark at 647-385-7334.   4/4
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room?  Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at
77 Brock St.W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations and scanning. Stop in or call
Sabrina 905-550-8825   2/14
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured & guaranteed.
Big or small. Waterproofing + mould.
Kitchen, bath, stonework, cement,
basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 45
years experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311

(cell). 2/28
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-
6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com    2/28
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!   2/28   
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for 15
years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-
8525, follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  2/28 
HELP WANTED
OCCASIONAL OFFICE ASSISTANCE
needed in my home office. Flexible hours.
Filing, general office duties. Microsoft Office
experience required. Occasional hours can
grow into regular part time position as a new
business grows. Please contact: Caren at 905-
852-8830 or leave a message on my cell
416-258-5593.   2/14

FOR SALE
FILTERQUEEN MAJESTIC VACUUM.
Brand new. Used twice, then moved to a
house with central vac. Includes all
attachments. Paid $3,000. Asking $2,000 or
best offer. Uxbridge. Susan 905-904-0570
2/21
WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY
HOMES starting at $389,900. BUNGALOW,
BUNGALOFT and 2 STOREY detached models
with 2-car garages. Premium lots, steps to
lake, heritage town, 1 hour from Uxbridge,
Phase 1 Now Open! 2019 Specials include
stainless steel appliances, granite counter
tops, hardwood flooring, ceramic flooring, 9-
foot ceilings and much more! Call direct -
289-926-7612, Lorne Bergeron, Sales
Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group
Ltd. Brokerage.   2/14

WANTED
VINTAGE HOCKEY ITEMS: Cash paid for
hockey cards, Shirriff hockey coins and Coke
caps in excellent condition from 1950’s and
1960’s. Contact scootahnef@gmail.com for
appraisal.   2/14

FOR RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 800 Sq. Ft. 15
Brock St. W., Unit 2. Downtown Uxbridge.
Call 905-852-6163, ext. 5 for details.  

EVENTS
CONCERT: LYNN MCDONALD
PRESENTS LEGENDARY GUITARIST
DON ROSS with special guest Pipo Romero.
Sat., Feb. 23, 7:30 p.m., Church of the
Ascension, Port Perry. Tickets $25, avail. At
brownpapertickets.com, at Eco Port, 180
Queen St, Port Perry, and at the door.   2/21

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“But I will still celebrate
because the Lord God
saves me.”Habakkuk 3:18

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Lexington
Plumbing & Heating

Eugene Silva

416-707-2957
Lexington.Plumbing@live.com

Metro lic. #PH265

Ltd.

HELP
WANTED
Experienced Travel 
Consultant

Galileo preferred   

Uxbridge Travel Centre   
email 1059@travelplus.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
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Online registration available          uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge

Spring & Summer 2019

Published by

March Break & Summer Camps

Aquatic Programs

Child & Adult Programs

Age-Friendly Activities 

Community Groups & Organizations

Municipal Operations

Fitness Opportunities

new pages!

         

The resource for all things Uxbridge
What’s inside:
• Spring & Summer programs and lessons
• The popular Summer Camps Guide insert
• Community events and information
• Community groups, halls and organizations
• And much more!

Watch for it
in the

February 21st edition
of

The Uxbridge

...Analyzing the outcome,
from page 6

future for ourselves.
If you've ever made the deci-

sion to lose some weight, you
know what it’s like to look at the
scale from one week to the next
and see no change. If you've ever
tried to increase your strength or
endurance, you know what it's
like when you feel you've hit
your peak. e truth is, it may
not be that you're failing in
every area of your mission. You
might just have to make some
small changes in vital areas in
order to accomplish your goals.
We've had more than a few stu-

dents at Okami Kai Martial Arts
and Fitness who have expressed
how they made some tiny alter-
ation in their diets or training
programs that made all the dif-
ference as to how they started
seeing positive results. Maybe it
was cutting out that one dessert
every night or swapping one reg-
ular food item for another in
their daily diet. It could have
been going to one type of class
which was a little more challeng-
ing than going to another.
Maybe it was adding one more
class into their training routine.  

e truth is, though, they

wouldn't have realized this if it
wasn't for them taking a look
back at their current lifestyle and
trying to see where they were
making mistakes. It may not be
as painful as an AAR or a Brain-
Trust, considering that most of
these students did it by them-
selves and didn't have to stand in
front of a team of experts all
telling them where they were
messing up. ere still might
have been some uncomfortable
moments when they realized
they had to make a schedule
change in order to accommodate
a workout, or maybe had to say
no to that food or drink they're
indulging in too often, though.

Everyone makes mistakes and
even when the final outcome in
an area or time period might be
a success, there's always some
point where we can analyze our
performance and know we could
have done better somehow. 

Want to see better or quicker
results? You may want to con-
duct an After-Action Review on
yourself. Maybe with a little bit
of analysis like a BrainTrust, you
can Move Forward and become
a better production than you al-
ready are.

It has been a pleasure to serve our
community as your mayor for the
last 72 days, along with our new
council. e new members are hard
at work and committed to our mu-
nicipality. I’d like to take a moment
to outline some of the items that we
have been working on.  
Communication: Most of our
council committed to stronger
communication for this term. All of
our ward councillors have been on
105.5 HitsFM (our local radio sta-
tion) with me, sharing information
on social media, attending public
meetings and communicating di-
rectly with the residents of
Uxbridge.  We have made progress
on the electronic sign at the south
entrance to the town, and are work-
ing to communicate more effec-
tively with print media.
Uxbridge.ca:  Previously we used
the web address
town.uxbridge.on.ca but it was dif-
ficult to include on marketing ma-
terial and to give out over the
phone. We’re pleased to announce
that uxbridge.ca will now be used

for all web and email addresses.    
Cannabis Retail: After significant
communication with the public, we
have voted as a council to opt in to
allow a cannabis retail operation in
the Township of Uxbridge. We do
not expect to have a recreational
cannabis retail location in 2019 due
to the size of our community.  

I am happy to report that we
heard from 1,816 people on our
survey (53.4 per cent were “for,”
43.7 against and 3.85 per cent were
unsure).  Our public meeting was
informative and I would like to
thank our staff for the management
of this file. 
Downtown Stores: On the topic of
retail, I have been speaking to many
of our downtown merchants and
some are hurting financially.  e
Christmas season was not as busy as
they had hoped it might be. Please
try to do your part and support
local businesses. When we buy lo-
cally we are putting food on the
table for our neighbours, support-
ing the businesses that sponsor our
sports teams and we are revitalizing

A note from Dave’s desk
column by Mayor Dave Barton

Starting off 2019

our downtown by injecting capital.  
e Downtown Culvert Project:
e culvert project is still on hold
but we expect to have some positive
news to share in the next few weeks.
e new council and I have inher-
ited a very complicated issue that
will affect the financial health of our
community for many years.  
Grain Mill for Goodwood: An agri-
business with an open planning ap-
plication would like to move from
Aurora to a location 500m east of
Goodwood. is business processes
grains to supply large bakeries who
bake products like the “Ancient
Grains” breads that we see in our
grocery stores.  We expect to have
all responses to  resident concerns
back from our planner for a deci-
sion on March 18. 
Pedestrian Crossings: We have all
heard concerns about the safety of
our pedestrians and the Region has
listened. We have new signalized
pedestrian crossings being installed
at Reach St. /Testa Rd.; Toronto
St./Church St.; and Durham  Rd.
1/Harrison Dr. (Leaskdale) in
2019. 

ank you for the opportunity to
serve our community as your
mayor. I will continue to listen,
learn and do my best to make
Uxbridge an even better place to
live, work, play and raise a family.
Remember to enjoy our trails and
shop locally.  


