
BETTER THAN THE BEACH - Ryleigh Flood, who hails from Vero Beach, Florida, traded a swimsuit for a snowsuit while visiting friends in Uxbridge over the Family
Day weekend. The slopes by the Uxbridge Arena were busy over the long weekend as outdoor adventurers enjoyed the weather. Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

In a match-up that most Uxbridge Bruins fans
relish, the Bruins opened their semi-final play-
offs against their arch-rivals, the Port Perry Mo-
Jacks, with a 6-1 win at the arena Monday
afternoon.

e best-of-seven series resulted from Port
Perry's defeat of the Clarington Eagles in their
mini-series to determine who would face the
Bruins. With neither team taking advantage of
home ice, the MoJacks downed the Eagles two
games to one. en, having played three games
in four days, the MoJacks entered the arena for
their fourth game in five days.
With almost 400 fans in the seats, the Bruins,

sporting brand new yellow helmets instead of
their usual black helmets, started the game in
a business-like manner and took a four-goal
lead before Port Perry even hit the scoreboard.

Daniel Giorgio opened the scoring near the
midway mark of the first period after taking a

perfect pass from Toby Cooper. Jackson Savery
followed with what proved to be the game-win-
ner two minutes later, assisted by Matthew
Hunter and Justin Bennett.
In the second period, Hunter took a pass from

Bennett Britton, rushed down the right side of
the rink with determination and put the puck
in the net. Cameron Moffitt also received an
assist. Just past the halfway mark, Joshua Cam-
malleri made it 4-0, assisted by Bennett. Port
Perry's only goal came late in the period when
Noah Donaghy scored on the power play with
Bennett serving a double minor for tripping.
Just 40 seconds into the third period, captain

Aiden Reilly scored the fifth Bruins goal, as-
sisted by Bennett and Savery; Bennett then as-
sisted on Savery's goal with the second assist
going to Cammalleri.

e Bruins more than doubled the MoJacks'
shots on goal, launching 58 missiles at Port
Perry goalie Corey Kuypers while Ryan Mc-
Conkey faced only 26.

e Cosmos selected Bennett as the Bruins'
player of the game and Donaghy for the Mo-
Jacks.
e two teams meet again tonight (ursday)

at the Scugog arena at 8:15 p.m., followed by
a game tomorrow in Uxbridge at 7:45 p.m.,
and a Sunday game in Port Perry at 2:25 p.m.
If more games are needed, the fifth will be in
Uxbridge on Monday with a late start of 8:45
p.m., the sixth in Port Perry next ursday at
8:15 p.m., and the seventh in Uxbridge on Fri-
day, March 1, at 7:45 p.m.

Bear pause: Prior to the start of Monday's
game, the first-place Bruins were presented
with the league champions trophy and Mc-
Conkey received his award from the OHA as
the goalie of the month.

Following the game, more than three dozen
people joined the Bruins for an hour-long fam-
ily skate, with the players helping small chil-
dren navigate the ice and posing for group
photos. 

Bruins crush MoJacks in playoff series opener

Don’t Want To Do Stairs?
Enjoy this amazing bungalow which has been well maintained 
& updated, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths with private & tranquil 
backyard. 54 Bolster Lane, Uxbridge. $689,000

Unique Home on 20 acres
Enjoy the peace and quiet tucked in the 
forest with architecturally designed 
home. minutes to Main Street,
Uxbridge. Paddocks for 
animals, pond and 
more. N4245200  
$649,900

SOLD

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

More Happy Buyers!
Buying or Selling? Farms or residential? Let’s chat about 

your real estate needs. CALL ME TODAY AT 416-970-8979
Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers currently under contract.
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Inside Your Cosmos
A FUNdraising weekend ahead . . . pages  2 & 3
In honour of Oscar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 6

Your independent
neighbourhood pharmacy

EXPANDED HOURS
Mon. - Thurs. 9am - 7pm
Friday             9am - 6pm
Saturday         9am - 4pm

29 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge

905-862-2800

Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry

and North Durham



Abby Zotz, winner of the LA Music
Critics’ award for Best international
Artist 2018, is bringing her musical
talent to Uxbridge to support the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust
(UMST). Zotz will perform along-
side Anne Gringras, Joel Saunders,

Anna Marie errien, Bryden Cher-
noff and Chris Sunders at a
fundraiser concert this Saturday, Feb.
23, at St. Andrews Chalmer’s Presby-
terian Church at 7:30 p.m. Ted Bar-
ris will MC the evening.

Her recently released solo CD,

“Local Honey,” features original
music with social and environmental
themes, and has received accolades
from across North America. 

e UMST provides assistance to
young Uxbridge musicians who are
beginning their post-secondary jour-
ney. Since its inception in 1998,
UMST has awarded nearly $73,000
to 59 students, many of whom are
now professional musicians. 

Tickets available at the door. Adults
$15; students $10; children 10 and
under no charge. Refreshments and
an opportunity to meet the musi-
cians will follow the concert.

by Roger Varley

About 30 members of the North
Durham farming community gath-
ered at Brooks Farms last ursday
to meet with provincial Agriculture
Minister Ernie Hardeman and Pick-
ering-Uxbridge MPP and Treasury
Board president Peter Bethlenfalvy.

e farmers, who were all selected
and invited, represented a mix of
farming activities, as well as the On-
tario Farmers Association and the
agriculture advisory committee. Also
on hand were Mayor Dave Barton
and councillors Pam Beach and

Willie Popp. Barton and Bethlen-
falvy developed the list of who would
be invited. 

e meeting was closed to the
media, but Popp said some of the
subjects raised in the close to two-
hour roundtable discussion included
rural Internet and natural gas distri-
bution, the costs of doing business,
red tape, access to funding and fed-
eral/provincial inspections. He said
the farmers voiced frustrations and
disappointments.

Beach said the roundtable discus-
sion confirmed a lot of concerns she
has, being the wife of a farmer with
a mixed farming operation, but did
not elaborate. Nevertheless, she said
it was a good and important meet-
ing.

She noted that Hardeman said it
was the largest agriculture roundtable
he has had, and Haldeman himself
said these kinds of meetings are im-
portant." 

e minister arrived 55 minutes
after the roundtable had begun.
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We’re in the
playoffs!

Play-off time agains the Port Perry MoJacks

Thursday, Feb. 21 in Port Perry
8:15 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 22 Uxbridge Arena
7:45 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 24 in Port Perry
2:25 p.m.

For complete season and player 
information visit uxbridgebruins.com

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office

Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Tel (905) 839-2878  •  Toll Free 1-844-275-2860

Fax (905) 839-2423
Email  jennifer.oconnell@parl.gc.ca

Proud to serve our community!

Jennifer
O’Connell

Member of Parliament

Provincial agri minister visits Uxbridge farmersAward-winning music benefits popular scholarship



Beat the February blahs by laughing
it up this Saturday night in Udora.
e Udora Community Hall Board

is hosting a Yuk Yuk’s Stand-Up
Comedy fundraiser for the hall; the 
night promises three outstanding
performers.

First on the bill is comedian Keith
Pedro. Pedro was recently featured
on Kevin Hart's “Laugh Out Loud”
network, and has toured the globe
sharing his wit with many different
audiences, from Montreal's Just For
Laughs comedy festival to CBC's
Halifax Comedy Festival. 

Also on the programme is Juliana
Rodrigues. Rodrigues began per-
forming stand-up at the age of 15,
and only five years later is reportedly
gaining popularity in the Toronto
comedy scene.  In May 2017, the
Canadian Press did a segment about
her journey entitled, “Canada 150:
On stage with a Teenage Stand-up
Comedian,” and since then, she’s be-
come a regular performer on some of
the most prestigious comedy shows
in the city.

Comic Rob Bebenek rounds out
Saturday night’s trio. Bebenek has
entertained audiences from coast to
coast. Bebenek has reportedly re-
ceived major praise from peers and
critics alike, as well as from the
crowds he entertains. His routine
“rips apart day to day life and calls
out idiocy in the world as he sees it.”  

Everyone is invited to head to
Udora for what is guaranteed to be a
hilarious night! Doors and licensed
bar open at 7 p.m.; show starts at 8
p.m. Tickets are $25 per person
(adults 19 and over only) and are
available at the Udora General Store,
the UPI Gas Bar, or by calling 705-
228-8102. 

In the past, Yuk Yuk’s events have
sold out, so getting tickets promptly
is encouraged. All proceeds from this
event go to support Udora Commu-
nity Hall.
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THE UXBRIDGE COSMOS
is a proud 

media sponsor for 
THE UXBRIDGE & AREA
NETWORKING GROUP.

Watch this space for
UNG-member specials
for COSMOS readers! 

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

ronnobleinsurance.com
Home • Automobile • Farm • Commercial • Recreational

Uxbridge:
905-852-3309

or 
1-800-263-2005

Ginny Arseneau and Sarah Kuypers,
proudly representing…

Across
1  Mice catchers
5  "Yay, team!"
8  Queen of the Olympian gods
12  James Brown's "I ___ Good"
13  Andes plant
14  A bad sign
15  Highest level of a hotel (2 wds)
17  Sack
18  Determined
20  Edict of a Russian tsar
23  Subarctic evergreen forests
26  Kind of cross
27  Moon holes
29  Go off track
30  Gets into harmony with
31  In other words
33  Ousted Egyptian ruler
35  Sunday seat
36  Italian violin maker
37  Mozart contemporary
39  Swedish astronomer who de

vised the centigrade thermo-
meter

42  Mexican currency
45  Venture that involves great risk 

but promises great rewards (2 
wds)

49  Distinctive style
50  Type
51  International money
52  Rock band equipment
53  Not forthright
54  Minor

Down

1  Not where it should be
2  Chinese dynasty
3  Bulgarian cash
4  Arctic transport
5  Military training org., for short
6  Healthy berry
7  Army rations
8  Sweatshirt with a cap
9  Grounded bird
10  Matter, in the law
11  Red army member
16  Scope out
19  Chows down
20  Southwest native
21  Destiny
22  Gold
24  Having the taste of a certain 

fruit
25  Set, as a price
27  Alphabet derived from Greek 

alphabet, used for writing 
Slavic languages

28  Genetic letters
30  Fill
32  Barley beard
34  Streaky rashers
37  Embrace
38  Plus
40  Going alone
41  Very dark
42  Legume
43  Freddy Krueger's street
44  Tree juice
46  Tint of color
47  Profitable rock
48  A heap

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge
is pleased to announce the winners of our January 

“Trip of the Month Club” draw
1st - 'Basking in Belize' Trip was won by Earl Hughson of Uxbridge, Ticket #047   

sold by Fran Taylor
2nd - $150 was won by Brian Cavill  of Little Britain, Ticket #093 sold by 

Ivan Martin
3rd - $100 was won by Joana Thornton of Port Perry, Ticket# 324 sold by 

Cyndie Jacobs

Congratulations to our January winners and best of luck to all ticket holders
for the February 2019 draw, themed 'The Land of Fire and Ice'. This includes
round trip tickets to Reykjavik, Iceland, with 6 nights accommodation in the

centre of the city, tours of the Blue Lagoon, the Golden Circle, 
whale watching and glacier hikes.

Udora getting in its
Yuk Yuk’s this 
Saturday night 

e Uxbridge Cosmos has been
nominated for two Better News-
paper Competition (BNC)
awards, which are sponsored by
the Ontario Community Newspa-
per Association (OCNA).

Finalists for the BNCs were an-
nounced last ursday, and the
Cosmos was named a finalist in the
Community Service category for
its series of articles based on Doug
Griffiths’ book “13 Ways to Kill
Your Community.” Each of Grif-
fiths’ book chapters were reviewed
by Cosmos writers Roger Varley
and Lisha Van Nieuwenhove, then
measured against the reality of the
situation in the Township of
Uxbridge. e series culminated
in a presentation from Doug Grif-
fiths, as well as a summary piece in
the paper on how well Uxbridge
fared compared to Griffiths’ book.

e other nomination came for
Cosmos publisher/editor Lisha Van
Nieuwenhove, who was nomi-
nated as a finalist for Humour
Columnist of the Year.

Finalists for the BNCs are se-
lected from a wide range of news-

papers from across the province,
including both independent and
corporately owned titles. 
e awards will be presented at a

gala to be held in Toronto on April
5. 

The Cosmos nominated for two provincial awards
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As usual, Roger, your “Am I Wrong”
column [Feb. 14 edition] made us
think and want to make changes that
will either kick start or end forever
the constant discussions regarding
our downtown.
You didn’t mention in your column

the downtown survey that the Cos-
mos and I worked together on to re-
ceive input on our downtown, to
learn what, how, why and where the
residents would like to see as changes. 

The Cosmos also brought in a
speaker [Doug Griffiths, “13 Ways to
Kill Your Community”, May 2018]
to encourage these changes and to
spark interest in some changes for the
downtown. But since then, nothing
has happened or been discussed.

I think we need to put together a
committee to talk to residents and
encourage dialogue and make
changes directed by those who will

shop, visit and patronize our down-
town - the residents.

For as long as I can remember, the
discussion for changes downtown has
been going on and it always comes to
an end without a conclusion. Let’s
not end this discussion without a
conclusion, let’s finish it and be done
for now until time and changes dic-
tate otherwise.
I’ll sit on the committee - who else
interested? Give us a call 905-640-
3966.

Bev Northeast
Goodwood

Re: From Dave’s Desk, Feb. 14 edition

Thank you, Cosmos, for printing a
sizable column by the mayor report-
ing, in a non-partisan way, on key is-
sues before council.
Other politicians speak of openness.

This one does it, with your help.
Paul Crowe
Uxbridge

I was recently sent from my doctor’s
office to the Uxbridge Cottage Hos-
pital for tests and assessment. While
there, over the course of a few hours,
several tests were done, read and eval-
uated. I was then discharged with a
treatment plan.
Everyone I came into contact with,

from nurses to doctors to interns to
technicians were very courteous,
helpful, proficient - and VERY pro-
fessional. 

We, who live in Uxbridge, are ex-
tremely fortunate to have such an ex-
cellent facility.

A grateful patient
Uxbridge

(name withheld for privacy reasons)

Letters to the Editor

In a reporter's perfect world, all gatherings, events, meetings and such would
be open to the media, with an opportunity to talk to and question those in
attendance.

Obviously, that is a pipe dream, as evidenced by the regularity with which
Uxbridge township council goes "in camera" - (no outsiders allowed) - to
discuss various issues confidentially. These in camera sessions usually deal
with possible land acquisitions or sales by the township, legal matters and
personnel issues. That is understandable to a point. But why would a provin-
cial minister bar the media from a sit-down session with local farmers to talk
about the things that impact their operations?
That was the case last Friday when about 30 farmers - mostly from Uxbridge

but also from other parts of North Durham - gathered at Brooks Farms to
talk with Agriculture Minister Ernie Hardeman and local MPP and president
of the treasury board Peter Bethlenfalvy. Staffers for both Hardeman and
Bethlenfalvy insisted the media was not allowed to listen in because they
wanted the farmers to “express themselves freely during the session.” 

If they were concerned about farmers “expressing themselves freely,” that
concern apparently did not extend to the agriculture minister, who showed
up 55 minutes after the meeting had started. After his late arrival, he told the
gathering: "These kinds of meetings are important."

And what is the point of farmers expressing themselves freely if there is no
one there to record their comments other than the politicians? The only pub-
lic review of what took place appears to be missive issued by Bethlenfalvy's
office which stated, among other things: "Farmers from across the region par-
ticipated in a robust discussion focused on strengthening Ontario’s agriculture
industry by reducing unnecessary red tape, without compromising food
safety, and ensuring the province, including rural Ontario, is open for busi-
ness."
The rest of the release talks about what actions the government has already

taken. It doesn't give any indication of whether the farmers were happy or
unhappy with their lot, whether or not the farmers supported the actions al-
ready taken or whether they came up with any suggestions for the govern-
ment. And it certainly doesn't record what any of the farmers had to say while
freely expressing themselves.
The Ford government's penchant for distancing itself from the media, even

to the extent of forming its own news operation called Ontario News Now,
is becoming a little tiring. The Cosmos has been seeking a face-to-face inter-
view with Bethlenfalvy for some time now. We recognize that as a member
of cabinet he is a busy man, but he should not be too busy to engage with
his constituents. In our attempts to arrange an interview, we have been offered
phone conversations and we have been told what subjects he is willing to dis-
cuss in those telephone calls. We have politely turned down these offers. There
are any number of issues we'd like to discuss with him, such as the regional
government review, the ill-considered Section 10 of Bill 66 and the municipal
response to it, the Ford government's stance on carbon tax and so on, and
we don't want to be told by our representative that he'll only talk about this
or that. In a perfect world, we would talk about all such things face to face. 

Our two cents
In a perfect world

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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I don’t post an awful lot on social media,
namely on Facebook. It’s not that I’m an in-
tensely private person or anything, I just don’t
figure that my dinner or my emotions or the
spectacular view I may be witnessing is any-
thing that other people would find remotely
interesting. They’re too busy finding their own
stuff to post. But every now and again I partake
in the platform, just because I can. My most
recent post: “Mom elastics are short, heart is
full of happy.”

Within two minutes I had to explain. And
while explaining, I realized that, for the first
time, I was putting words to something that I
had sensed since giving birth to my first child.

My “mom elastics” are not the proverbial
apron strings that every child must detach from
at some stage of life. I have a pretty strong
hunch that my Mom elastics will exist as long
as I do, and not ever disappear (much like
stretch marks). I have three mom elastics - one
for each daughter - that connect my being to
each of their beings. When they are in close
physical proximity to me, I am vaguely con-
scious of the fact that my elastics are short.
Thick, fat and short, like the rubber bands that
sometimes hold together large bundles of mail.
The further away the daughter goes, the thin-
ner, more tenuous the elastic becomes, like the
thin clear ones that you can use in your hair
(no tangles!). 

I read this and realize how absurd it may
sound to some - I’m presenting myself like
some weird three-legged octopus (I have to say
it like that because  tri-pus isn’t a word) who is
constantly trying to keep tabs on my kids. That
totally isn’t the case. I’m just verbally exploring
something that, like I said, has been  there since
my first daughter came into the world. I wasn’t
even really aware of this until she went away to
university. With her away, and her sister still
living with her dad, I only had one child at
home, and I felt oddly incomplete. Every night
before sleeping, and every morning upon wak-
ing I found myself taking stock of everyone
that “belonged” to me. It seemed they were all
over the place, and I could literally sense these
invisible cords that stretched out in the direc-
tions that my girls had gone. 
At the end of November, my middle daughter

moved back to the farm, and when I did my
daily “stock-taking” exercise, I felt a little less
tension when noticing where my invisible
cords were. Finally, when my eldest came home
for the holidays in December, it hit me that my
invisible cords felt all bunched up around me,

tired of being stretched and thin. Instead, they
were slack and resting, and while they rested, I
felt so whole and at peace. That’s when I
named them my Mom elastics.

The elastics don’t just exist for my kids,
though - my husband gets one too. I won’t go
into too much detail on how I feel when his
elastic gets too thin, for fear of getting disgust-
ingly mushy. As much as I adore my children,
I’m quickly learning to be okay with an elastic
that needs to be stretched for a long time.
They’re supposed to. With my husband,
though, I don’t like having that elastic stretched
for too long. (As an aside, this has nothing to
do with the whole “Men are from Mars,
Women are from Venus” thing that was popu-
lar forever ago, either. I don’t mean that kind
of rubber band energy. I just mean a connec-
tion to the physical proximity of the other per-
son.)
When I first posted my Mom elastic comment

on social media, a few people wondered if I’d
lost my marbles, and just what was I doing col-
lecting rubber bands anyway? Once I explained
myself a little, though, I was amazed at how
many people “got it.” When chatting about it
with friends, they explained that they, too,
often felt a physical connectivity to their off-
spring that, while not debilitating in any way,
was definitely present, and definitely real.

I imagine that’s what it is to be a parent - to
have invisible elastics that connect you to your
children in some bizarre, supernatural way.
There’s nothing about the elastics that urges an
action to completion - they just are. They make
me spatially aware of where my kids are in my
universe - one’s gone up north for the weekend
with friends, leaving me with a medium stretch
that literally reaches north. One’s gone on a
holiday to Cuba - that’s a pretty thin stretch
that heads south and is pretty taut with the ten-
sion I feel until she’s back. And one’s across the
hall in her bed, safe and asleep under my roof.
That stretch is taking a rest. 

As I said earlier, I’m pretty sure I’ll have my
Mom elastics my whole life, and as my girls
grow and travel and do all the things they’re
supposed to do with their lives, my Mom elas-
tics will stretch and recoil, and any energy that
may be left in their wake will remain where it
is, so that eventually a beautiful tapestry will be
created out of the elastics that bind three gor-
geous human beings to the human being that
brought them into the world. In my mind, that
tapestry will create a wonderful basket and my
Mom elastics will make up a cocoon of love.

I had just finished speaking at Vintage Wings
museum, near Ottawa. A man approached me
with a book under his arm. It was one I’d writ-
ten. At first, he had a rather determined look
on his face, and I wondered whether maybe he
had a bone to pick. But his determined de-
meanour simply reflected his intention to get
past others in the group to speak to me. He
smiled and opened up my Dam Busters book,
not to a photo, not even a printed passage, but
to the image of a newspaper front page printed
on the inside cover of my book.

“I delivered this paper,” the man said with a
smile.
“You were an Ottawa Evening Journal delivery

guy?” I asked.
“Yes, but I delivered this very edition!” he said

proudly. 
“That’s 75 years ago,” I pointed out.
“Yup. I was 14 at the time.”
I quickly learned that Don Ferguson, a tall,

ruddy-faced gentleman, who towered over me,
had been a wartime newsie. He’d delivered the
Ottawa Evening Journal throughout the war.
And he remembered the very night I’d depicted
in my book, May 17, 1943. Indeed, part of the
charm of that particular newspaper, Don
pointed out, was the fact that one of the air-
men in the raid, Lewis Burpee, from Ottawa,
was featured on its front page. That made Don
Ferguson’s brush with history all the more en-
riching for him, and as it turned that evening,
for me and the museum audience I was ad-
dressing.
It occurred to me that the bloom has kind of

gone off the rose for those in the business of
delivering newspapers. I remember when
Toronto had three daily newspapers; the best
part-time job a kid could snag was one deliv-
ering either the Toronto Star or the Toronto
Telegram each evening, or the Globe and Mail
early each morning up and down our suburban
streets. Of course, it wasn’t all glitz and glam-
our. One of my hockey pals, Carl, was a Tely
paperboy and he told me about the tedious job
of “collecting,” doing the rounds and actually
keeping track of each household that had paid
(or hadn’t) and reporting it back to the news-
paper’s circulation office downtown. I dis-
tinctly remember one winter night, it was
blowing and snowing so hard we couldn’t see
past our front porch. We heard somebody
moaning outside. We opened the front door
and nearly frozen in a snowbank out front was
our paperboy.

“Carl?” I called out. “What’re you doing?”

“Collecting,” he called out feebly, and we im-
mediately invited him in to warm up and col-
lect his newspaper money. That was
dedication. 

I also remember during the summer of 1967
when I worked as a copy boy at the Toronto
Telegram, the intensity of that moment when
the newspapers – all bound, labelled, and ready
to be transported to distribution points across
the city – rolled down the chutes at the back
of the Tely building. It was like the movie “The
Front Page” and the Indianapolis 500 all rolled
into one, as those Tely truck crews loaded the
newspaper bundles aboard the trucks and raced
off into evening. With one guy driving and the
other in the back chucking newspaper bundles
onto sidewalks and street corners across the
city, time was of the essence, to make sure every
newsie in the city got papers delivered by sup-
pertime. 

Of course, these days things have changed.
This newspaper, the Cosmos, is principally de-
livered via Canada Post. And our morning
newspaper, the Star, is delivered in the early
hours by a delivery person in a van. It doesn’t
have the dynamism of the hand delivery days,
but I have to admit, the delivery is done as the
van is passing on the street. One morning, I
was out there early enough and his toss of the
perfectly wrapped newspaper from the front
seat of the van delivered it literally right into
my hands, on the fly!

One of our grandchildren has recently taken
on – at least as an experiment in responsibility
and small business enterprise – the job of de-
livering the newspaper in a suburban part of
town. It’s been a challenge for everybody con-
cerned. But it’s refreshed my memories of the
prestige of delivering news that way.
That pride of job was certainly expressed the

other night when Don Ferguson explained that
he’d delivered the Ottawa Evening Journal
newspaper the very night of the Dam Busters
raid in 1943. But I had a surprise for Don. He
didn’t know it, but the man featured on that
May 17 front page, Canadian airman Lewis
Burpee, while he didn’t survive the war, his son
did. In fact, that very night at Vintage Wings
museum by coincidence, Lewis Burpee Jr. and
his son were in the audience. 

It was quite a crisscrossing of history that
night, the kind of news story best delivered by
hand to your door by a dedicated newsie.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris
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SAVE OVER 60%85-1558

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

OUTDOOR FURNITURE CLEARANCE SALE ON NOW!
2018 Furniture on Display and Reduced to Clear!

up
to

A Blonde Moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Mom elastics



Thursday,  February 21, 20196The Uxbridge Cosmos

THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Feb. 22: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions All You Can Eat Spaghetti
Dinner. Udora Community Centre,
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 23: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs
please. Meet at road side parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905-830- 2862
Sat., Feb. 23: Greenbank Folk
Music Society presents Michael
Jerome Brown, Greenbank Hall, 8
p.m. Tickets $25, Blue Heron Books,
Uxbridge, or phone 905-985-8351. For
info visit greenbankfolkmusic.ca 

Sat., Feb. 23: Yuk Yuks Stand-Up
Comedy Show. Udora Hall, 8 p.m.
(doors open at 7) Fundraiser for Udora
Community Hall. Tickets $25/person,
available at Udora General Store and
U.P.I Gas (cash only). Cash bar. 

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Feb. 26: North Durham
Nature AGM. Election of Directors &
guest speaker. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre,
7 - 9 p.m. Gavin Miller - Natural Features
of the Greenwood Resource Manage-
ment Tract. Gavin is a Floral Biologist
with Toronto Region Conservation Au-
thority.  
Wed., Feb. 27: Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute Meeting. Epsom
United Church, 7:30 p.m. Program:

“Share Your Talents” - bring your knitting,
crocheting, quilting, artwork, etc. Final
planning for Annual Spring Fashion
Show & Luncheon, to be held April 9.
Tickets available soon.
Thurs., Feb. 28: Soup Lunch, Good-
wood United Church, 11 a.m. - 1p.m.
Soup, homemade bread, dessert & bev-
erage - $5. For more information, call
905-640- 3347.

UPCOMING
Sun., March 3: Lasagna Dinner
hosted by the Evening Unit UCW at
Greenbank United Church. Sittings at 5
& 6:30 p.m., and take-out. Lasagna,
salad, bread, & ice cream. Cost: adults
$12; 5 - 12 yrs. $5. Preschoolers free.
Contact 905-985-3903 for tickets or
UCW members. 

ONGOING
Wed., Feb. 20: GriefShare be-
gins. Uxbridge Baptist Church, 11:30
a.m. To register or find out more, call
905-852-5921 or email j.atkins@saint-
pauls.ca. You can also look under
Events/Community at saintpauls.ca 
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

OUR STAFF WANTS EVERYONE TO KNOW THAT
LARRY IS A COOL DUDE! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Limited Time!

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

10 worst Best Pictures ever
So often through the history of the cinema, wildly over-appreciated films are
nominated for and often win the Best Picture award. If you study closely the
nominees and winners of each year right back to the beginning, you will find
many films that caught the imagination of the public and/or critics for a short
time but it was often enough to get them to the winners circle where that
coveted little man awaits them. Within a year, they are forgotten or the Acad-
emy is red faced with shame about voting the film the winner.

What forever puzzles me is how such films manage to win? In some cases
they become a flavour of the moment, but that does not make them the year’s
best. 

In honour of the Oscars this Sunday, I give you what I believe are the 10
most ridiculous Best Picture choices ever.  
THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH (1952) Cecil B. Demille's huge soap
opera is easily the most undeserving Best Picture winner of all time. Such an
ordinary film, considering it was up against High Noon and e Quiet Man.
Yes we get a great look behind the scenes of a massive circus, and the huge
job of moving from town to town for shows, but the stories within are down-
right silly. Demille just piled it on until it all became downright stupid. 
THE ENGLISH PATIENT (1996)  I concede it is beautifully filmed, the
cinematography is stunning in its beauty, but the story is as slow as a camel
wandering through the desert without a rider. And a love story must have a
couple with sparks. e chemistry between Ralph Fiennes and Kristen Scott
omas would freeze water. How it won nine Academy Awards remains a
mystery. 
GANDHI (1982)  I have nothing but admiration for what the Mahatma ac-
complished with his non-violence campaign, but in this film it felt like at any
moment he might walk on water as a demonstration of his being sent from
the heavens. And so much was left out about him. ey could have human-
ized him a little. 
ROCKY (1976) Consider the films Rocky bested for Best Picture: All the
President's Men, Network and Taxi Driver, each among the very best of the
decade. ere are arguments for all three to win, but for Rocky? ere is much
to like in Rocky, very much a love story, clichéd without being cliché, but a
better film than any of the three aforementioned? Not a chance.
CRASH (2005)  e stunned look on presenter Jack Nicholson’s face said it
all when he opened the envelope to reveal that Crash had bested Brokeback
Mountain as the year’s best film. e film feels like a network TV film. King
Kong (2005) should have had its spot.
THE SOUND OF MUSIC (1965)  So sugary sweet it’s cavity inducing, this
adaptation of the smash Broadway musical was beautifully filmed, but takes
itself far too seriously. Even star Christopher Plummer hates the film. How
in the world did this defeat Dr. Zhivago? Shame on the Academy.
HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY (1941)  A very fine film, but a stronger
choice than Citizen Kane? Sweet, sentimental, but next to the genius of Kane,
ordinary. Citizen Kane changed everything about cinema and filmmaking.
While How Green Was My Valley was gradually forgotten, Kane towers still.
AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS (1956)  Less a movie than a road
show series of location post cards, the film was one of those all-star cast fiascos
where you spend most of the time spotting the stars. It only feels like 80 days
while watching the film.
CHARIOTS OF FIRE (1981)  Like an Olympic runner, this little film came
out of nowhere to win Best Picture, snatching the glory from Reds, Raiders of
the Lost Ark or On Golden Pond. It looked like Reds year; then, in a stunning,
however undeserving move, this film sprinted to victory. 
AN AMERICAN IN PARIS (1951)  Over A Streetcar Named Desire? No
chance, no way. e film that altered and revolutionized the art of acting was
by far the year’s best film, but Hollywood loves a musical. One thing I do ad-
mire about An American in Paris is that dance becomes a language within the
film. But better than Streetcar? Never.
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SERVICES
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR.
Frameless shower doors. Shower conversion.
Cabinet refacing. Painting. Full project start
to finish in-house, no sub-contractors. Call
Mark at 647-385-7334.   4/4
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home  for elementary, high school, college
and university students. I also tutor adults
who wish to improve their Mathematics and
Literacy skills.  905-852-1145.  4/30
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured & guaranteed.
Big or small. Waterproofing + mould.
Kitchen, bath, stonework, cement,
basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 45
years experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 2/28

ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-
6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com    2/28
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!   2/28   
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for 15
years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-
8525, follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  2/28 
FOR SALE
FILTERQUEEN MAJESTIC VACUUM.
Brand new. Used twice, then moved to a
house with central vac. Includes all
attachments. Paid $3,000. Asking $2,000
or best offer. Uxbridge. Susan 905-904-
0570   2/21
WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY
HOMES starting at $399,900. BUNGALOW,

BUNGALOFT and 2 STOREY detached models
with 2-car garages. Premium lots, steps to
lake, heritage town, 1 hour from Uxbridge,
Phase 1 Now Open! 2019 Specials include
stainless steel appliances, granite counter
tops, hardwood flooring, ceramic flooring,
9-foot ceilings and much more! Call direct -
289-926-7612, Lorne Bergeron, Sales
Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group
Ltd. Brokerage.   2/21

FOR RENT
2 SMALL BEDROOM COTTAGE- STYLE
HOUSE with fireplace for rent,
$1,400/month. Utilities extra, No pets, non
smoker, first and last required. 10 mins
from Uxbridge.  647-293-0501.   2/28
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 800 Sq. Ft. 15
Brock St. W., Unit 2. Downtown Uxbridge.
Call 905-852-6163, ext. 5 for details.  

EVENTS
CONCERT: LYNN MCDONALD
PRESENTS LEGENDARY GUITARIST
DON ROSS with special guest Pipo
Romero. Sat., Feb. 23, 7:30 p.m., Church of
the Ascension, Port Perry. Tickets $25, avail.
At brownpapertickets.com, at Eco Port, 180
Queen St, Port Perry, and at the door.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“A thief comes only to rob, kill,
and destroy. I came so that
everyone would have life, and
have it in its fullest.” John 10:10

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Lexington
Plumbing & Heating

Eugene Silva

416-707-2957
Lexington.Plumbing@live.com

Metro lic. #PH265

Ltd.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

HELP
WANTED
Experienced Travel 

Consultant
Galileo preferred   

Uxbridge Travel Centre   
email 1059@travelplus.ca

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad
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It’s here!
in this edition of

~Thank You~
The Cosmos would like to thank 

our loyal advertisers.
The Township of Uxbridge Community Guide

and
The Uxbridge Cosmos Newspaper 

are valuable community resources that rely
completely upon your support!

The Uxbridge

Additional copies available at Uxpool and the Township offices.

Online registration ava
ilable          uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge

Spring & Summer 2019

Published by

March Break & Summer Camps

Aquatic Programs

Child & Adult Programs

Age-Friendly Activiti
es 

Community Groups & Organizations

Municipal Operations

Fitness Opportunitie
s

new pages!

         

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

Get a FREE, Confidential 
Home Evaluation Today! 

Call Judy.

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Custom Built
1700+ sq ft. 3 beds, 2 baths.

Main floor laundry with access to garage.
1.32 acres.

Minutes from town.

$8
60
,00
0

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Interested In Knowing The Value 
Of Your Home?

Call Dale today for your complimentary
and confidential property market

evaluation.

FR
EE

CM
A

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 905-903-7965

Excellent Value
Get into the Uxbridge market!

3 Beds, 3 baths, main floor family room.
Double car garage. Great Location!

$615,000

FO
R
SA
LE

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

1 1/2 Storey. 3 Beds, 2 baths.
Deep lot backing onto park.
open concept kitchen/dining.
deck with newer hot tub.

2 Garden Sheds.

CO
MI
NG

SO
ON

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

Thinking of Downsizing?
Please feel free to contact me

for a complimentary 
Comparative Market Analysis 

of your home

FR
EE

CM
A

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 416-500-6377

Family Home In Uxbridge
Quiet friendly street. 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. Wood burning fireplace. 
In-ground pool. Premium corner lot.

$615,000

NE
W

PR
ICE

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently

Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

75 Brock Street West,
Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

www.BecomeARealtor.ca


