
‘RECORDING’ BEAUTIFUL MUSIC - Adjudicator Sharon Fitzsimmins (far left) presents Quaker Village Public School’s Grades 4 and 5 recorder group with their
second place certificate at the Sunderland Lions Music Festival last week. The popular annual music festival has suffered this year from bad weather and cancelled sessions.
For information on the Festival, and updates on whether the Feb. 20 & 21 Band Nights will be rescheduled, visit sunderlandlionsmusicfestival.com    Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

The township’s planning consultant, Elizabeth
Howson, said Monday that she will deliver her
final report on the Grainboys application on
Monday, March 11.

Commenting to council Monday night on a
communication from Kresho Petrovich of
Grainboys Inc. regarding residents' concerns
over the Grainboys application for a zoning
bylaw amendment, Howson said the report will
be made available to the public well ahead of
council making its final decision on the appli-
cation April 8. Grainboys is seeking the amend-
ment in order to build a dry grain cleaning
plant featuring 18 60-foot silos just east of
Goodwood.

After reading Petrovich's letter, which was
supposed to answer questions raised by resi-
dents about the proposed plant, Councillor
Gordon Highet offered that the answers were

the same as those given by the company last
summer.

"We tried to get clarity," he said, "(but) this
makes me even more confused."

Howson, acknowledging that the Grainboys
response still left some questions, said she will
read all submissions made by Grainboys so far
and then put together "a comprehendable" re-
port.

On the question of possible noise from the
plant, Howson said Grainboys' response that it
will meet noise regulations is not sufficient, say-
ing they have to show how they will do it.
However, Councillor Gary Ruona said he vis-

ited Grainboys' Aurora facility recently and
found the noise factor outside that plant to be
"minimal." Mayor Dave Barton said he had
also visited the plant and found the noise level
low.

"I'm pretty comfortable with the business,"
he said.

Also mentioned at Monday night’s council
meeting - fee relief for out-of-towners. A letter
to council from a number of Uxbridge sports
groups asked council to review its policy of
charging extra fees to non-residents playing
with the groups and using local facilities.
Grant Oliver of the Uxbridge Soccer Club was

asked to speak to the matter, and said that
sports groups are all experiencing markedly re-
duced numbers of participants, particularly
since the out-of-towner fee was introduced in
2012.

Mayor Barton said the fee was introduced
when the sports groups were "at capacity" but
noted that numbers are dropping across the
board.
"Now it's hurting sports," he said.
Council agreed to waive the out-of-towner fee

for this year, with Councillor Bruce Garrod,
chair of the finance committee, saying the 

...continued on page 4

‘Comprehendable’ report coming, non-resident fees going
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by Roger Varley

A 6-5 overtime win in Scugog on Sunday afternoon
gave the Uxbridge Bruins a four-game sweep over
the Port Perry MoJacks in their best-of-seven PJHL
Orr Division semi-final playoff series.

e Bruins now are in the middle of at least a
week's rest as the earliest the final series can begin
is Monday, March 4.

It was Sunday's game that saw the MoJacks put
up their best effort of the short-lived series. With
five men missing from their bench, the MoJacks
nevertheless kept pace with the Bruins throughout
the game, forcing the overtime by tying the score
late in the third period.

e two teams traded goals in the first period,
with Michael Rennie and Simon Feig scoring for
the Bruins. e team also swapped goals in the sec-
ond with Robert Freckelton scoring a power-play
goal. Just past the halfway mark, the Bruins found
themselves with a two-man disadvantage for a full
two minutes as Rennie and Freckelton both went
to the sin bin for roughing but the MoJacks were
unable to capitalize. Just as the two players stepped
back on the ice behind the Port Perry defence, the
puck went to Freckelton, who nudged it up to Ren-
nie, who skated in on the net to score. However,
somewhere in the few seconds between hitting the
ice and shooting on net, Rennie apparently said
something to an official. e goal was disallowed
and Rennie was back in the box for unsportsman-
like conduct.

In the third, the two teams traded goals again,
with Feig and Jackson Savery scoring for the Bruins
and Noah Bray notching an unassisted marker for
the MoJacks to send the game into overtime where
Daniel Giorgio made the winning shot, assisted by
Cole Bremner and Adam Turner.

It was the third game in four days for the two
teams. Game 2 in Scugog last ursday saw the

Bruins bomb the MoJacks 8-3 after Port Perry took
a 2-1 lead in the first period. e Bruins appeared
to lose focus briefly in the second period, but came
back with three goals in the latter half of the period,
including a power-play marker. e MoJacks nar-
rowed the gap with their own power-play goal early
in the third, only to see the Uxbridge squad unleash
four more unanswered goals.

Game 3 at the arena Friday night opened with a
surprisingly low-key first period and with the Mo-
Jacks four men short on the bench. e two teams
each scored once, with the Bruins taking first blood
during four-on-four play and Port Perry replying
with a power-play goal. e low-key play contin-
ued in the second with the only goal of the period
coming as the period died down when Justin Ben-
nett scored unassisted. Two more unanswered goals
in the third gave the Bruins the 4-1 win.
e Cosmos players of the game were goalie Ryan

McConkey for the Bruins and Cater ornton for
the MoJacks.
e Bruins now await the winner of the Lakefield

Chiefs-North Kawartha Knights series, which at
press time saw the Knights leading three games to
one.
Bear pause: Showing the team's depth, the Bruins'
goal scoring over the four games was spread among
12 different players, with Feig scoring four and
Bennett, Giorgio and Savery each scoring three.

After Game 4, when the two teams lined up for
the traditional end-of-series handshakes, omas
Kroupis of the MoJacks gave a display of sports-
manship, adding a hug to the handshake with every
Uxbridge player.

With the start of the final series dependent not
only on the outcome of the Lakefield-North
Kawartha series but also on the progress of series in
the Tod Division, the date of the next Bruins game
is currently unknown. Check the Cosmos Facebook
page or the Bruins web site for updates.

Bruins sweep MoJacks, heading to finals
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Downtown Uxbridge’s Springtide
Music Festival organizers an-
nounced its 2019 mainstage head-
liner and supporting acts on
Tuesday morning. 

Canadian indie-rock band Born
Ruffians will be the 2019
Springtide Music Festival head-
liner, taking the outdoor stage as
the sun sets on Saturday, April 27.
e Juno-nominated band, which

formed in Midland in 2004, has re-
leased five studio albums including
2018’s acclaimed “Uncle, Duke &
e Chief.”

Zeus and Birds of Bellwoods top
off the list of 70+ solo artists, duos
and bands who will play the two-
day festival. While the mainstage
evening lineup is geared to lovers of
indie rock, other festival stages
present the best of musical genres
including folk, blues, rock and ex-
perimental. Highlighting the rich
vein of local talent is part of the fes-
tival mandate, too.

“ere is so much musical talent
in this town and so many keen
music lovers. at means we can
bring big acts from the city right to
our doorstep and build a whole
weekend of top-notch music,” says
Patty Ewaschuk, one of the festival
organizers.

Springtide Music Festival takes
place Friday, April 26 and Saturday,
April 27. All live music perform-
ances happen within less than a
kilometre in downtown Uxbridge,
inside shops, restaurants and bars,
with the festival mainstage located
at the beer garden of e Second
Wedge Brewing Company. Festival
wristbands allow access to all per-
formances, with admission to each

venue first come, first served.
For more information, visit

springtidemusicfestival.com

Across
1  Saudi neighbour
5  Sue Grafton's "___ for Law-
less" (2 words)

8  Award for TV commercials
12  Sitar music
13  Make a play.....
14  Texas ___'em
15  Casino employee
17  Legally authorized
18  Humorous parodies
20  Stir up
23  Mounted
26  Brain wave
27  Small generator
29  Plaything
30  Might be able
31  Cool
33  Retaliation
35  Mountain table
36  Elicit
37  Capital of Argentina
38  Establish
41  Fringe over the forehead
44  Frequent Papal name
48  Small bovid
49  40 thieves leader, Baba
50  European river
51  One of Henry VIII's six
52  "Shoo!"
53  Wine choice

Down
1  “Lord of the Rings” evil 

warrior
2  Deface
3  Time long past
4  Sartre novel
5  Reposed
6  Decorated, as a cake
7  Battle
8  Stainless
9  Throw gently
10  In poor health
11  Keats' forte
16  Ink dispenser
19  Duck's home
20  Jocularity
21  Be gaga over
22  Excited, with "up"
24  Catchall category
25  Clamor
27  Drawstring tote
28  Summer month, for short
30  Part of the intestines
32  Father figures
34  Coarse
35  Babysitter
37  Amaze
39  Kosher-style store
40  "Put a lid ___!"
41  Bread roll
42  Collector's suffix
43  Not for love __ money
45  Worker issues international 

agency
46  TV network
47  Golf driving area

The Uxbridge SS Tigers won their fourth consecutive LOSSA Senior Girls Volleyball championship
over Pickering on Thursday, Feb. 21. The Tigers now move onto the OFSAA championships in
Burlington this weekend. Photo by Dylan Jacobsen

Springtide Music Festival announces this year’s headliner
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Re: Cosmos’ Feb. 21 “Letters to the
Editor”

I confess to a chuckle while reading
Bev Northeast’s response to Roger
Varley’s column of February 14. Ms.
Northeast wants to put an end for-
ever to the question of what our
council should to do with our down-
town, notwithstanding her own
lengthy history on council.

Ms. Northeast now recommends a
committee to address the problem
with our downtown and even in-
cludes her personal phone number.
I’m sure she would agree to chair
such a committee. But do we really
need another committee and what
importance or seniority would this
committee be assigned, given we al-
ready have a committee for the
crumbling Foster, a committee for
Lucy Maud’s house, a committee for
the Music Hall, a fine arts commit-
tee, various community hall commit-

tees, a BIA - the list is endless.
And what would this committee

do? Study the downtown, make reg-
ular reports to council about the
shortfalls of our downtown, make
recommendations? Hasn’t that al-
ready been done to death? The deci-
sion to allow big box stores to locate
in the same place outside of town
killed the downtown. Without a dra-
matic increase in attention and in-
vestment, the downtown will always
be that problem no one really wants
to talk about but must nevertheless
be included in every election cam-
paign brochure.
I have confidence in this new coun-

cil, and its ability to take a fresh ap-
proach to an old problem. I hope
members of prior councils will leave
them to get on with their new jobs
without too much interference.

MK Maynard
Goodwood

Letters to the Editor

is week, the Cosmos features a different sort of ad on the back page. It’s
one we’ve been asked to run as part of a nation-wide campaign that aims to
have local newspapers advertise for their advertisers. Sort of. e ad is a way
of giving a shout-out to local businesses and organizations who choose to ad-
vertise in and support their local newspaper.
An op-ed written by Bob Cox, publisher of the Winnipeg Free Press, outlines

the need for the “Local Matters” campaign best:

e same day that the Winnipeg Free Press carried news of Franklin Roo-
sevelt’s death, its advertising included a local store offering bologna for 21
cents a pound. As I look at that April 1945 edition, I often wonder which
information readers found more valuable – the death of a world leader or a
bargain at a local meat shop. Chances are it was the bologna. Readers have
always trusted their local newspapers for information relevant to their lives.
Much of that information is contained in ads from local retailers.
e classic definition of a good newspaper is “a community in conversation

with itself.” Smart local advertisers have always known they want to be in on
that conversation. ose of us involved in publishing newspapers have always
been proud of our relationships with local advertisers – relationships that
make our communities stronger.

at is why we are now running our own ads to show our pride and en-
courage readers to show their support for their communities by shopping lo-
cally.
Local businesses are the heart of communities across Canada. Most residents

choose to “Buy Local” when given the choice. When a consumer supports
local business owners there are advantages and benefits for everyone. Local
businesses enhance communities, connect and support residents socially and
enhance employment and the economy by circulating dollars between busi-
nesses.  Significantly more money stays in a community when purchases are
made at locally owned businesses thanks to the ripple effect that contributes
to the health of our Canadian communities.

Local newspapers are supporting the “Buy Local” movement with a new
program that recognizes proud advertisers throughout the paper and on our
websites with “Local Matters” ads.

Local businesses are being encouraged to show their support for local by
displaying Proud Advertiser stickers in store windows.

Together we can boost our local economies by supporting the local busi-
nesses that support the local newspaper – and that’s no baloney.
- Bob Cox is the chair of the board of News Media Canada and publisher of the

Winnipeg Free Press. Published with permission from News Media Canada.

e buy local mantra is one the Cosmos has expounded pretty much since
in came into existence almost 14 years ago. We’re pleased that the national
community newspaper organization has decided to “drill down” and reach
out to the masses through small, hyper-local newspapers. We at the Cosmos
DO value each and every advertiser that places an ad on these pages and on
our website. Because quite simply, without them, we won’t exist.

Our two cents
Chances are it’s the bologna

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Sports, from page 1

amount of money involved is not sig-
nificant enough to affect the Recre-
ation Department's revenue
projections for the 2019 budget. The
mayor added that the move will likely
increase revenue by attracting back

Uxbridge’s new “Community Polic-
ing Centre,” located at 11-307
Toronto St. S., was officially opened
last ursday. e satellite office is
equipped for Durham Regional Po-
lice Services members to use when
they are working on the road. ere
is also an interview room so officers
can meet with members of the public
when needed. e Centre is not open
to the public; however, there is an
emergency phone installed outside of
the office that residents can use to
speak to DRPS Communications.

New police station now 
officially open
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One of the main reasons I entered the world
of newspapers was that I was (and am) ab-
solutely useless at mathematics. But even I,
whose eyes glazed over when it came to al-
gebra, trigonometry and the like, learned at
least one thing in geometry class: the short-
est distance between two points is a straight
line. It is so obvious, I doubt anyone didn't
understand that.
But that logical axiom apparently does not

apply in politics. Take, for example, what
should be the reasonably simple task of hav-
ing someone replace the mayor when he is
incapacitated or not available for some rea-
son. It should be a no-brainer, but as
Uxbridge council demonstrated last sum-
mer, brains don't seem to come into play.

When then mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
resigned her position to fill the regional chair
position left vacant by the death of Roger
Anderson, there was much discussion about
who on council would fill in for her until the
October municipal election. It seemed obvi-
ous that deputy mayor Pat Molloy would au-
tomatically take on the task, which he
eventually did but not before some wran-
gling on council and objections from the
public. The whole issue was not handled
well.
Enter the new council and the new mayor,

Dave Barton. Early in the new council's
tenure, the mayor had the opportunity to
name a deputy mayor, someone who would
fill in for him when needed. But instead of
drawing a straight line, the mayor came up
with what can only be described as a zig-zag.
He decided to rotate the position of deputy
mayor among the members of council, with
each serving in that position for two-month
periods during 2019. We'll need a program
to keep track of the players.
However, the zig-zag has now become fur-

ther convoluted with a couple of loops
thrown in. At Monday night's council meet-
ing, a resolution was put forward regarding
the appointment of "an alternate for the
mayor in the case of absence or inability to
act in an emergency." Now, had Barton ap-
pointed a permanent deputy mayor, the res-
olution would not be needed. However,
since that is not the case, the resolution
called for Councillor Willie Popp of Ward 4
to be the alternate in times of emergency.

Barton argued that the alternate should be
someone who lives close to the fire hall,
which would be the centre of operations in
an emergency.

Councillor Gary Ruona made a blunt ob-
servation regarding the resolution: "This is
a bad system." He added that he would like
to see a return to one deputy mayor rather
than the rotating system.

Ruona was not the only councillor to ob-
ject. Councillor Bruce Garrod observed
there are three councillors living within a
“stone's throw" of the fire hall: himself, Re-
gional Councillor Gord Highet and Popp.
Councillor Todd Snooks also lives close by
but as a York Region police officer he would
be out of town a good deal of the time. He
suggested the alternate should be someone
with more council experience and noted that
Highet has the background. Barton admit-
ted he had not discussed the position of al-
ternate with Highet. As for Highet, who
appeared reluctant to speak, he noted he was
vice-chair of emergency services for years.

While all who spoke on the matter were
quick to note they had nothing against
Popp, they all questioned his appointment
as alternate. It was a rare thing to see the ma-
jority of council line up against the mayor.

The resolution was eventually tabled for
further consideration. One thing council
should consider is who would be in charge
if an emergency occurred while the mayor
was away and some other councillor was
serving his or her two-month stint as deputy
mayor. Would the deputy mayor be calling
the shots or the alternate? If it is the alter-
nate, what's the point of being deputy
mayor? And how would staff know which
person's orders to follow? There would be no
obvious straight line of command. The last
thing needed in an emergency is confusion
in the ranks.

It seems to me the simplest thing to do is
to stop going around in circles or off on tan-
gents and just name a permanent deputy
mayor who would be in charge of emergen-
cies should the mayor be unavailable. Even
someone with a lack of mathematical skills,
like me, would be able to follow that straight
line.
Tell me, am I wrong?

He heard the news. He leapt up from his seat
in the theatre. He clasped hands with a couple
of colleagues on the way up the aisle, then
Spike Lee galloped up the stairs to the stage and
leapt into Samuel L. Jackson’s arms. In so many
ways it was classic Lee, being entirely off the
wall. In other ways – since he’d never won an
Oscar before – it was unique. Then, he pulled
notes from his jacket pocket and read his list of
thank-yous. And since it was such an extraor-
dinary night for black artists, Lee took the op-
portunity to make a political point.
“Before the world tonight, I give praise to our

ancestors who built this country,” he said. “If
we all connect with our ancestors, we will have
love, wisdom, and regain our humanity. It will
be a powerful moment.”
In case you missed it – on that host-less Acad-

emy Awards Night show – Spike Lee, the con-
troversial movie creator who’d received four
previous nominations for an Oscar before Sun-
day night, finally won Best Adapted Screenplay
for his feature film “BlacKkKlansman.”

But then later Sunday night, we heard from
the White House. President Donald Trump,
tweeted: “Be nice if Spike Lee could read his
notes … when doing his racist hit on your Pres-
ident, who has done more for African Ameri-
cans (criminal justice reform, lowest
unemployment numbers in history, tax cuts)
than any other Pres!”
Now, I don’t intend to quibble with the pres-

ident’s misrepresentation of the facts. My con-
cern is something more sinister and
pathological. Has it ever occurred to anyone
that Donald Trump, who regularly criticises
others for their lack of competency and smarts,
may be dangerous because he cannot recognize
his own incompetency and lack of intelligence?
He is so convinced of his brilliance that he can-
not recognize the likelihood that his personal-
ity, attitudes, perceptions and decision-making
abilities are just the opposite of brilliant. 

Have you ever heard of the Dunning-Kruger
effect? It’s an actual scientific study – con-
ducted in 1999 by psychologists David Dun-
ning and Justin Kruger – about people in
society who rate themselves as high-performers
because they are too ignorant to know other-
wise. The two scientists tested students in the
areas of grammar, logic and humour. The re-
sults showed that those who scored the lowest
vastly overestimated their scores. Their study
extrapolated the information to determine that
those who are completely incompetent know
it, while those with a minimum level of com-

petence vastly exaggerate their abilities. Or, if
you prefer a Shakespearean interpretation:
“The fool doth think he is wise, the wise man
knows himself to be a fool.” (As You Like It).
I think Dunning-Kruger holds true for much

more than presidents or movie stars. Have you
ever considered the idiocy of some commercials
on radio or TV, or more importantly, have you
questioned advertisers’ competency? Case in
point: There’s a TV ad on the air these days; in
it we see a group of novice insurance brokers
learning their trade. We’re told they’re being
taught how to be empathetic, how to care. The
scene switches outdoors where a car is dropped
from some height, shattering into a thousand
pieces on the cement. The instructor turns to
the student broker.
“How does that make you feel?” asks the
trainer.
“Very sad,” says the student.
“That’s your first lesson in feeling empathy,”
the trainer says proudly.
I fully believe that the people who created this
advertisement believe that we the unwashed
public will look at this ad, be stunned by its au-
dacity to destroy a car, and then be convinced
that they, the insurance company sponsoring
the ad, have greater empathy for us, than any
other insurer. Nope! This is Dunning-Kruger
at is worst. This is an insurance company that
has overestimated its understanding of the cus-
tomer’s mental capacity. They’re ignorant and
think they’re brilliant.
Of course, there’s the 1995 example of the guy

who robbed two banks in broad daylight with-
out a mask or disguise, and then smiled into
the surveillance cameras. But I come back to
filmmaker Spike Lee and President Trump’s
calling him incompetent for not rehearsing his
“racist” speech.
“My grandmother, who lived to be 100 years

young,” Lee said, “saved 50 years of Social Se-
curity cheques, and put her first grandchild,
me, through college.”

While higher education is not the only yard-
stick by which to judge a person’s intelligence,
I note that Donald Trump, while he enrolled
at the Wharton School of Business “as evidence
of intellectual superiority” actually dropped out
of the MBA program, while Spike Lee finished
his undergrad at Morehouse College and then
went on to New York University Grad Film
school. 
Who’s calling who ignorant?

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Is ignorance bliss or just ignorance?

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Did someone sleep through geometry?



(****)

Had Peter Jackson not already carved
out a place in film history with his
magnificent trilogy e Lord of the
Rings (2001-02-03), he would be for-
ever remembered for this over-
whelming, emotional documentary
about the men who fought and died
in the First World War. Working
with Britain’s Imperial War Museum,
the director was given more than one
hundred hours of damaged film that
the museum hoped he could restore.
With no one left to provide an oral
account of that terrible conflict, Jack-
son took it upon himself to digitally
restore, to colour, and repair 100
hours of old film, most of it left to
decay in private collections and
vaults. He has created a crisp, pristine
film that plunges audiences back in
time to experience this terrible war.
Jackson has done something beyond
art, he has given an entire generation
lost faces, colour, he has given life to
an extinct generation. 

e images we know of the First
World War are often speedy, jittery
shots, created with the ancient hand
crank cameras used during much of
the silent era. Sound was still 10
years in the future. rough the years

this footage has decayed, been
scratched or damaged, had partials of
the frame destroyed, or been so dust
covered the dirt had forever become
part of the celluloid. Jackson’s magi-
cians restored the film to pristine
quality and then colourized it, so the
dull black and white shines with life
and the horrors of war. en, ingen-
iously, he hired forensic lip readers to
decipher what the men in these films
were saying to the camera and inter-
viewer, hiring professional voice ac-
tors to bring them to life. e men
are British, cast into battle to do a
job, they tell us. We encounter them
as they eat and smile, gung ho about
going to war, thrilled to be able to
fight for their country. But Jackson
also shows the war for the true horror
it was. e trenches teem with un-
sanitary conditions, soldiers living
amidst their own waste, rats, and the
decaying, maggot-infested bodies of
their fellow man. Scenes of gan-
grenous limbs turned black, horrific
wounds, bodies ripped apart like rag
dolls paint a horrible vision of this
conflict. 

Worse are the sequences in the
muddy battlefields where horses and
men lay dead, their bodies often torn
to pieces. e mud is mixed with
blood, sitting in puddles as though
the sky had opened and rained down
blood. 
Jackson has created a historical doc-

ument that is simply extraordinary.
In 30 years as a film critic I have not
witnessed anything like it.  
In December, I will again sit down
and compile my annual Ten Best list
as I have done for more than 30
years. Expect this film to be at the
top. It’s essential viewing for the en-
tire human race. 
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Feb. 28: Soup Lunch, Good-
wood United Church, 11 a.m. - 1p.m.
Soup, homemade bread, dessert & bev-
erage - $5. For more information, call
905-640- 3347.
Fri., March 1:  World Day of

Prayer service. St. Andrew’s-
Chalmers Presbyterian Church, 7 p.m.,
refreshments to follow.
Sun., March 3: Lasagna Dinner
hosted by the Evening Unit UCW at
Greenbank United Church. Sittings at 5
& 6:30 p.m., and take-out. Lasagna,
salad, bread, & ice cream. Cost: adults

$12; 5 - 12 yrs. $5. Preschoolers free.
Contact 905-985-3903 for tickets or
UCW members. 

NEXT WEEK
Tues., March 5: Annual Pancake
Supper, St. Paul’s Anglican Church,
continuous serving 5 - 7:30 p.m.
$8/adults, $4/children age 5 - 12 &
pre-schoolers free. Info: stpauls-
uxbridge.ca or phone 905-852-7016.
Thurs., March 7: Lunch & Learn.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 12 - 2 p.m.
Uxbridge’s Dr.  Carlye Jensen on “Heart
Disease...Male and Female Differences.”
Programme begins with a pay-what-you-
can luncheon catered by St. Paul’s TAB
and ACW groups. Please phone 905-
852-7016 to reserve a seat.      

ONGOING
Uxbridge Soccer Registration.
Register online for Recreational Youth
and Adult Summer Soccer - players (U4
& Up), volunteers, coaches, & referees.
Professional Coach Training provided.
Save with the Early Bird fee. Divisions fill
quickly. Office Hours Tuesdays 7 8 p.m.
UxbridgeSoccerClub.com 
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Limited Time!

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

They Shall Not Grow Old

•Weight loss and nutrition
•Energy reading 

•Fengshui 
647-688-6268

304 Toronto St. S. (Elgin Centre bldg.)
Suite 212a, Uxbridge

info@nourishingenergy.ca

Nourishing
Energy

Susan Lynn Wood (nee
Hoggard) passed away at
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital on
Cursday, February 21, surrounded
by her loving family and friends after a
deBant 5-1/2 year battle with cancer. She was born to Carol
Hoggard (nee Birch) and the late Keith Hoggard on September
4, 1963.

Sue left the workforce in the mid-eighties to assume the role of
household CEO and domestic goddess, while serving as an
informal den mother to a revolving door of her kids' friends and
various neighbourhood hooligans and strays. She was the
consummate host and a master at improvising to feed the masses.

Returning to work, she sought roles as a caregiver and advocate,
particularly in support of children and adults with special needs,
making lifelong friends with many of the families she worked
with.

Sue was passionate about her faith in God, engaged in an
unending quest for truth above all else and embodied the values
of her beliefs.

Sue is survived by her mother Carol Hoggard; husband Michael
Wood; children Dustin Wood (Julia), Brittany Gyivicsan (Kris)
and Emily Wood; grandchildren Luther, Aidan, Hudson, Keaton,
Perry, Arlo, Macaulay and one more grandchild to arrive this
summer; sisters Kim Vliek (late Kevin Vliek) and Wendy Laforest
(Jean); soul sisters Margaret Minhas (Evans) and Rhonda Kinsie
(Winder), and a small army of nieces, nephews and cousins.

Ce family are especially appreciative of the tireless work of the
many doctors, nurses and health professionals who provided
support and care throughout the treatment of Sue's illness,
including Dr. Jennifer Wilson, Dr. Leena Hajra, Dr. Cal Doobay,
Luanne Evans, and the palliative care team at Uxbridge Family
Health.

Arrangements entrusted to the Low and Low Funeral Home
(905-852-3073). A Memorial Service was held at the Uxbridge
Baptist Church on Wednesday, February 26, 2019.

Anyone wishing to make a donation in memory of Sue, please
support GRID & NEA grid-nea.org. For online condolences,
please visit www.lowandlow.ca

WOOD, 
Susan Lynn

(nee Hoggard)  
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SERVICES
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room?  Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at
77 Brock St.W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations and scanning. Stop in or call
Sabrina 905-550-8825   2/28
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR.
Frameless shower doors. Shower conversion.
Cabinet refacing. Painting. Full project start
to finish in-house, no sub-contractors. Call
Mark at 647-385-7334.   4/4
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home  for elementary, high school, college
and university students. I also tutor adults
who wish to improve their Mathematics and
Literacy skills.  905-852-1145.  4/30
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured & guaranteed.

Big or small. Waterproofing + mould.
Kitchen, bath, stonework, cement,
basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 45
years experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 2/28
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-
6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com    2/28
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!   2/28   
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for 15

years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-
8525, follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  2/28 
WANTED
THE YORK-DURHAM HERITAGE
RAILWAY is looking for an enthusiastic
Marketing Assistant with the following
requirements/qualifications: 2-3 years
marketing experience; Social media
campaign management (Facebook, Twitter);
Degree or diploma in marketing; Highly
driven and motivated; Ability to execute ad
campaigns independently. 
Position is part-time, 20 hours per week,

20+ in peak season. 
Please email your resumé and cover letter
hr@ydhr.ca by March 8, 2019.
FOR SALE
SNOWBLOWER (Walk-behind). 647-
391-0326   2/28
FOR RENT
2 SMALL BEDROOM COTTAGE- STYLE
HOUSE with fireplace for rent,
$1,400/month. Utilities extra, No pets, non
smoker, first and last required. 10 mins
from Uxbridge.  647-293-0501.   2/28

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Do your best to live
at peace with every-
one.”    Romans 12:18

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Lexington
Plumbing & Heating

Eugene Silva

416-707-2957
Lexington.Plumbing@live.com

Metro lic. #PH265

Ltd.

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

‘THE BUTCHER BLOCK’ SERVES UP WEEKLY NEWS,
PROMOS AND MORE - RIGHT TO YOUR INBOX! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866
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a division of Uxbridge Tree Service Inc.
UTS TREE CARE
DOOR SERVICE INC.

LOCAL MATTERS.
Support the proud advertisers that power your com-
munity voice, The Uxbridge Cosmos Newspaper.

It’s an information-filled world, yet
many people still don’t really know
where their food comes from. A re-
cently released documentary entitled
“Before the Plate” aims to fill that in-
formation void; the documentary is
being served up this Saturday after-
noon at the Roxy eatres. 

“Before the Plate” is the journey of
each ingredient on a plate created by
executive chef John Horne from the
high-end Toronto restaurant Canoe.
Horne goes back to each farm where
the ingredients originated and goes
through each ingredient’s farming
practices. He literally goes from farm
to plate, following the ingredients
from processors right through to his
restaurant. And the film claims that
“these aren’t actors, they are real
farmers. Many of these farmers are
well-known in the industry. Some
have even been presented with
awards for their management prac-
tices on their farms.”

Durham West Junior Farmers has
been instrumental in bringing the
film to Uxbridge, and according to
member Gerrit Herrema, it’s a great
way for the public to gain some in-

sight into the Ontario agriculture in-
dustry. 
“Whether you are a teacher looking

for some information for your classes
or have ever wondered about why
farmers use pesticides, this is a film
worth seeing.” 
e film even touches on such con-

tentious issues such as the use of the
pesticide Roundup, genetically mod-
ified organisms (GMO), neonicati-
noids, and the presence of hormones
and antibiotics in meat. It also out-
lines the differences between organic
and conventional farming.

e documentary was the brain-
child of Dylan Sher. Sher grew up in
an urban area, and while attending
the University of Guelph, he realized
that what the public perceives is hap-
pening on farms wasn’t necessarily
true, and that negative perception of
commercial agriculture had been in-
creasing over the years.  

As Herrema outlines, most people
are now several generations removed
from the farm and farming practices.
He says the public isn’t always pre-
sented the correct information, that
science and facts are not always ac-
cepted by the consumer and false
claims can spread very quickly, put-
ting a false negative spin on farming
practices.  

“Durham West Junior Farmers felt
this film was a great way to showcase
the positive message of agriculture.
Our club is constantly looking for
ways to engage with the community

and stick to our farm roots. Our club
has been happy to participate with
events such as the Farmers of
Uxbridge night in August, and the
screening of “Before the Plate” is a
different way to engage with the pub-
lic. Many of our members are from
agricultural backgrounds for all kinds
of different industries.”

Herrema says that a number of
farmers from the area will be attend-
ing the screening, and will be able to
answer any questions the public may
have. Following the screening, farm-
ers and consumers can head over to
e Second Wedge Brewing Co. to

socialize and further discuss the film.
Tickets are available online at stouf-

fvilleuxbridge.snapd.com/events/vie
w/1221032, and at the door on Sat-
urday. All proceeds will go to Loaves
and Fishes Food Bank and Durham
Farm Connections. 

Doors open at the Roxy at 3:30
p.m. and the screening begins at 4.    

To learn more, visit
beforetheplate.com

Just before Valentine’s Day, alia
Johnstone was walking in the
Durham Forest with her husband,
David Coughlin. ey discovered a
bird on the ground being harassed by
some dogs. Johnstone photographed
the bird and sent it to her father,
Richard Johnstone, a Toronto Zoo
educator, for identification and ad-
vice on how they might help it. 
Mr. Johnstone identified the bird as

a Red-necked Grebe, a swimming
and diving bird smaller than a loon.
Grebes do not have webbed feet like
other ducks. Instead they have flat
fleshy lobes on their toes. Like loons,
the grebe’s legs are positioned far
back on the body. is makes them
excellent divers, but ungainly on
land. 

In the winter they look rather drab
with a light grey neck and breast.
However, their breeding plumage is
striking. ey have a black cap that
extends below the eye, very pale grey
cheeks and throat, and a rusty red
neck. eir backs and flanks are dark
grey, with white underparts. eir
eyes are dark and their long, pointed
bill is black with a yellow base.
ey’re 40-50 cm long with a
wingspan of 75-85 cm. ey spend
the winter on the Atlantic coast or
Lake Ontario - certainly NOT in a
forest! 
Mr. Johnstone suggested they try to

catch the bird and meet at Elgin Park
for him to check it out. e bird did-
n’t show signs of injury, so they re-
leased it into Elgin Pond at the south
bridge where there’s open water. It
hopped onto the ground, then into
the water. It’s been sighted several
times since and appears in good
health. If you should encounter a
wild animal in distress, contact a
wildlife rescue agency for advice be-
fore touching or moving it.  

Nancy Melcher is e Nature Nut.
Send details of your sightings or ques-
tions about the natural world to:  
general@melcher.cx

The Nature Nut
column by Nancy Melcher

Red-necked Grebe saved

A Red-Necked Grebe in breeding plumage. 
Photo submitted by Nancy Melcher

Food and farming myths debunked in ‘Before the Plate’

Photo courtesy of the gallery at canoerestaurant.com


