
JACKPOT! - Angela Horne, third from right, is all smiles as she receives her winnings after “catching the Ace” in the popular local progressive weekly lottery. Celebrating
with Horne, from left, are: Rotarians Cyndie Jacobs and Terry Chapman, Uxbridge Legion president Sherrill Hodgson, Rotarians Bob Lewis and Ian Morrison. Details on how
the Rotary Club of Uxbridge, Canadian Tire Jumpstart and the Uxbridge Legion will use proceeds from the lottery will be available soon. Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

by Roger Varley

After a lengthy discussion Monday night,
during which three councillors indicated
they were not fully on board with Mayor
Dave Barton, council voted in favour of the
mayor's recommendation that Ward 4
Councillor Willie Popp be appointed "alter-
nate decision maker" during an emergency
situation.
The designation means that if the mayor if

unavailable or incapacitated during a town-
ship emergency, Popp will be the top elected
official, outranking even the deputy mayor.

Ward 5 Councillor Bruce Garrod ques-
tioned the mayor's reasoning for selecting
Popp, which was set out in a report to coun-
cil submitted by Barton. The mayor said
Popp was best qualified because he had
training in crisis simulations and media
training through his previous employer, a
rapport with the public works staff and had

demonstrated his communication capability
during the recent road closures due to flood-
ing. However, Garrod noted the mayor's re-
port said nothing about Popp residing in
close proximity to the fire hall and arena,
pointing out that that was the main reason
given by the mayor a couple of weeks ago
when Popp was first nominated.

The mayor responded that everything in
his report was accurate and Popp has his full
confidence. The mayor and Garrod then en-
gaged in a back-and-forth about who should
have made the first move when Garrod com-
plained the mayor had not discussed his
choice with members of council.

Ward 2 Councillor Gary Ruona inter-
rupted to say he believed Regional Council-
lor Gord Highet, the longest serving
member of council, was equally qualified to
hold the position of "alternate decision
maker." Ward 1 Councillor Pam Beach

replied that Highet had his hands full with
his regional portfolio, and Ward 5 Council-
lor Todd Snooks suggested Highet needs to
concentrate on regional matters because he
is "brand new" in the regional councillor
role.

For his part, Highet reiterated that he has
been vice-chair of the emergency committee
for several years. He also was unhappy with
the way the situation was handled.

"At some point, this council needs to put
protocols in place to handle this kind of sit-
uation," he said.

Despite the bickering, however, a resolu-
tion naming Popp as "alternate decision
maker" passed 6-1 on a recorded vote.
Highet was the lone dissenter.

Barton said he and Popp had agreed that
they will never be out of the country at the
same time. Popp's appointment runs the full
term of the current council.

Council clashes over ‘alternate decision maker’ decision 

When the Bank says NO, call me!
Have or Need a Mortgage?
Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250 Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best Interest Rate
Highlights of what I can do for you
• Self Employed              • Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages     • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063 

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Morning coffees on your full width front porch
Or enjoying a glas of wine on your deck . Or perhaps having a relaxing 
soak in your hot tub. Maybe stroll down to the lake with your kayak, 
canoe or paddle board! Lots of options with this 1,300 sq.ft. bungalow 
located minutes from Uxbridge.  3+1 bedrooms, full finished walkout 
basement with boardwalk to private hot tub oasis. Call today to 
arrange for your personal tour.  Call 416-970-8979 for more info.

Volume 15  No. 12                             YOUR UNIVERSE                Thursday, March 28, 2019

Inside Your Cosmos
Stretching the school year . . . . . . . . . . . page 3
See an elephant fly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 8

Listing Local 
Marketing Global

www.StacyKearley.com

Your Local Link to Real Estate

Re/Max All-Stars Realty
Inc. Brokerage

47 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-6143
416-570-0393 

www.stacykearley.com

Sales Representative



by Roger Varley

At press time, the Uxbridge Bruins trailed the
Napanee Raiders 0-3 in their best-of-seven
PJHL Eastern Conference finals. By the time
you read this, it could all be over, because the
two teams met in Game Four last night

(Wednesday).
Although the games so far have been relatively

low-scoring matches, that is largely because of
the Trojan effort put out by Bruins goalie Ryan
McConkey, who has faced a total of 137 shots
in the three games. at compares with the 60
shots the Bruins launched on their opponents.

In Game Two at the packed arena last Friday,
the Raiders continued the domination they had
shown in the first game, with quick, sharp
passes well-received and fast skating, giving
them possession of the puck for most of the
game. is led to a 2-0 lead in the first period,
the first goal coming when a two-on-one rush
easily slipped by the Bruins defender and the
second on a power play.

Simon Feig, one of the bright spots on the
Uxbridge squad in this series, put the Bruins
on the scoreboard early in the second period,
assisted by Toby Cooper and  Daniel Giorgio.
But the home team was unable to take advan-
tage of two opportunities, the first a two-man
advantage for 23 seconds and the second a
penalty shot awarded to Justin Bennett. Late in
the period, the Raiders scored their second
power-play goal.
It went to 4-1 early in the third on a goal that

almost everyone failed to see go in the net. At
the midway mark, captain Aiden Reilly took a
pass from Cooper in his own end and streaked
down the ice with a determination that was ob-
vious, making the score 4-2. But Napanee was
not done, scoring one more power-play marker
before the game ended.
e Cosmos selected Feig as the Bruins player

of the game and gave the nod to Reid
Humphrey for the Raiders.
In front of over 600 fans in Napanee on Sun-

day, where yet another team - the Napanee
Bantam Stars - was honoured pre-game for
winning a provincial title, it was more of the
same from the Raiders: domination, puck pos-
session, speed and a barrage of 51 shots on
goal.
Once again, it was a power-play goal that gave

the Raiders a one-goal lead at the end of the
first period.

An example of the Raiders' play came early
in the second period when one Napanee player
held up four Bruins in their own end during a
battle along the boards. Cooper put Uxbridge
in a tie at the 14 minute mark, assisted by Feig
and Matthew Hunter but Napanee responded
less than two minutes later. Another goal on
the power play put the Raiders at 3-1 until,
with 20 seconds left in the stanza, Cole Brem-
ner hit the back of the net, assisted by Feig and
Cameron Moffitt.

e only scoring in the third period came
when Napanee was awarded a penalty shot late
in the game.
e fourth game was scheduled for last night.

If the Bruins succeeded in producing a winning
performance, a
fifth game will be
held at the arena
tomorrow at
7:45 p.m.
Should a sixth
and seventh
game be re-
quired, they will
be held in Napa-
nee on Sunday
night and in
Uxbridge on
Monday night.
Bear pause:
Simon Feig has
now scored at
least one point in
his last 11 games
while McConkey
has made a total
of 419 saves in
this year's playoff
action.
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Bruins are on the ropes - series needs to turn around 



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

What happens in the winter … does-
n’t stay in the winter.
e Durham District School Board

has decided that, due to the high
number of snow days and bus can-
cellations that occurred over the past
winter, it will extend the elementary
school year past June 28, the last offi-
cial day of school for students.

“We’ve just lost too much time,”
says Board superintendent I.C.
Rhodes. “Our students – indeed, our
taxpayers – expect to get a quality ed-
ucation over the course of the school
year, and our teachers can’t deliver on
that when there are no students in
the classrooms.”

Durham students had a total of
nine days of bus cancellations be-
tween November and February. is
amounts to approximately 45 hours
of instructional class time, as, accord-
ing to the Statistics Canada website,
students in Ontario are to have 188
instructional days per year, with no
less than five hours a day being in-
structional class time.
“Ontario Regulation 298 states that

the length of the instructional pro-
gram of each school day for pupils of
compulsory school age should be not
less than five (5) hours a day. is ex-
cludes recess and scheduled intervals
between classes.”
According to Grade 1 teacher Getin

Yerseats, this is too much time lost to
inclement weather.
“I can’t complete the outlined cur-
riculum when the kids miss so much
school,” complains Yerseats. “I’m so
far behind with passing along all I
know about rock formations and the
various types of soil – my class is
going to miss all this very important,
life-altering information.”

e Board is proposing that stu-
dents from grades 1 through to 8 go
to school for half days only from July
2 through to July 25. If they go to
school for a full day on July 1 and
help with a municipal Canada Day
activity, students will receive early
credit towards the 40 hours manda-
tory volunteer hours that they must
complete before graduating from
high school. 
“We think that this is fair compen-

sation for the inconvenience of hav-
ing to go to school in the summer,”
explains Rhodes. “We know that a
lot of students won’t be pleased, but
let’s be realistic – they had their time
off in the winter, when the buses
were cancelled. It’s time to get some
work done.”
Rhodes isn’t wrong – some students

aren’t pleased with the news. Grade
8 student Susan Layzeigh is one.
“is is garbage. Complete garbage.

I already have a job lined up for the
summer, working at my mom’s
friend’s store, and I don’t know how
I’m going to tell my boss that I have
to go to school every morning. I
need to earn money, and I was really
hoping to work on my tan.”
Classmate Storm Warning-Forecast

agrees. “is isn’t what I wanted to
do with my summer,” he says. “But
hey, I gotta learn about science and
math and stuff to be an aerospace en-
gineer, so I guess I just have to suck
it up and go to school when they tell
me to.”

Other students say they are happy
to go to school for the month of July.
Rebekka Keener, a Grade 7 student,
says that she “would only have to sit
at home and babysit [her] baby
brother, so this is great, now I can
spend time with my friends, in-
stead!”

Teachers, too, have mixed feelings
when it comes to the announcement.
Yerseats is pleased the decision has
been made to make up the class time,
as she says it gives her the opportu-
nity to relay critical material to her
grade 1 class.
Fellow teacher Ihad Plans isn’t as ex-

cited, however.
“My family heads to the cottage the

day after school is done!” says Plans.
“is totally messes up everything. I
have a boat and a dock calling my
name – I don’t want to teach all sum-

mer. Not to mention that I didn’t
miss any of those school days. When
they cancel buses, the teachers still 

...continued on page 6

Thursday, March 28, 20193The Uxbridge Cosmos

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Tickets online at onstageuxbridge.com Produced by special arrangement with MTI

April 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 at 7:30 pm      April 6, 7, 13 at 2:00 pm
Directed by Cheryl Atwood
Produced by Krystyne Elliott and Cheryl Atwood 
Book by Burt Shevelove and Larry Gelbart
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim

Uxbridge 
Music Hall

Mount Albert

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

6 Princess St., Mount Albert  (905)473-2341
sales@mahhbc.com

Receive a FREE gallon
of Designer Series paint and a
Designer Series Premium paint kit
with the purchase of a kitchen,
bathroom (vanity/toilet) combo,
windows or doors.
Minimum purchase applies (see store for details).

School board wants to make up for lost time
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On behalf of the Uxbridge Rotary
Club, Uxbridge Legion Branch #170
and the Uxbridge Canadian Tire’s
“Jumpstart” program, we would like
to offer a very special thank you to all
the residents of Uxbridge, and those
beyond, who participated in our first
ever “Catch the Ace” Progressive
Weekly Lottery.

Collectively, you have brightened
the day of 46 individual winners who
pocketed $29,217 from our weekly
draws and provided an exciting lot-
tery windfall for Angela Horne of
Uxbridge, who correctly identified
envelope #21 as containing the Ace
of Spades, thus winning the progres-
sive jackpot of $43,825.50.
Just as importantly, you have helped

contribute $56,000 to three
Uxbridge service organizations that
are committed to making life in
Uxbridge better for all. This includes
veterans, their families and all the
local non-profit groups who use the
Uxbridge Legion facility at little or
no charge. Young people who might
not otherwise have an opportunity to
play organized sports, but now are
able to realize their dreams through
sponsorship by the Canadian Tire
“Jumpstart” program. Finally, the
funds also assist the Rotary Club so
we can continue to support all our
rewarding causes and projects here in
this amazing community of
Uxbridge.

Tickets for our second lottery are
now on sale and available at Cana-
dian Tire Uxbridge, Vince’s Market
Uxbridge, PharmaSave and the RCL
Branch #170 on Franklin Street.
There will be 2,000 tickets available
on a weekly basis and buyers can pur-
chase a maximum of five (5) tickets
per sales outlet per day. The first
draw of the new Lottery will be held
at the Legion on Tuesday, April 2, at
5 p.m., with an estimated first week
jackpot of $1,000. 

Thanks once again and good luck

to all participants in our second
“Catch the Ace” Progressive Weekly
Lottery. 

On behalf of the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge,

Terry Chapman
Ian Morrison

Co-Chairs, Catch the Ace 
Progressive Weekly Lottery

Roger Varley’s column in the March
21 edition of the Cosmos regarding
the need for a vision for the Uxbridge
downtown was important and
timely. To be attractive and interest-
ing to locals and visitors, a down-
town retail sector must have a “sense
of place.” Otherwise, "there is no
there there," to use a popular phrase.   

In a small town, it is more often
than not the downtown that leaves
an impression on visitors and instills
a sense of pride in residents. A down-
town with a sense of place will appear
vibrant, with many pedestrians
strolling from store to store, visitors
taking selfies in front of landmarks,
people sitting at sidewalk cafés or on
shaded benches set up to encourage
conversation. It will be a place where
people want to gather. A downtown,
more than any other part of town,
defines a community’s character, but
it doesn’t develop higgledy piggledy.
Beautiful downtowns look the way
they look for a reason. In those com-
munities, citizens have a common vi-
sion of how they want their
community to feel and they work at
it over time. They write comprehen-
sive plans, modify zoning, prescribe
signage and architectural design stan-
dards, and ensure that new develop-
ment fits in and contributes
positively to the sense of place. 

David Richardson 
Uxbridge

In response to “The Barris Beat,”
March 21, as a regular and lifelong
shooting enthusiast, I would like to

offer a "response" on behalf of the
many thousands of responsible and
safe gun owners here in Ontario. Just
like everyone else in the world, the
subject of conversation at Oshawa
Skeet and Gun Club is not unique -
we were shocked at the terrible events
which occurred in New Zealand. The
Oshawa club is not isolated in that it
shares its closely regulated activity
pattern with several thousand other
similar clubs across Canada, many of
which are also located in the region
of Durham.  

The club has around 1,400 mem-
bers who are carefully vetted, receive
mandatory instruction and proba-
tionary periods which allows them to
pursue their skilled activity safely and
responsibly, just as they have for
more than 60 years now. Oshawa
closely monitors the activities of the
members who participate. Every one
of these members stores and trans-
ports their firearms securely, without
exception. 

Apart from the obvious issue of
public safety, there is a significant in-
vestment both of monetary and per-
sonal attachment. No gun owner
wants their expensive and cherished
firearms stolen, which is why the uni-
versally accepted method of security
is heavy steel safes, bolted to the wall
and locked, and secured carry cases
which go beyond the basic require-
ments of the law. 

Gun owners are not all crazed,
bloodthirsty maniacs; we are doctors,
dentists, plumbers, engineers, car-
penters and cleaners. We are able,
disabled, men, women, retirees,
youth and millennials. We are Bhud-
ists, Christians, Muslims and of no
faith. Sadly, however, we every so
often get unfairly judged on the ac-
tions of one bad individual.

Politicians worldwide are quick to
jump on the ban gun band wagon 

...continued on page 6

Letters to the Editor

We had the opportunity last Friday afternoon to witness the first “payout” of
the Catch the Ace Progressive Weekly Lottery to big winner Angela Horne.
When we asked her the standard “So, how did you feel when you found out?”
she predictably said that she was very surprised. Then, of course, we asked
her what she thought she might do with her over $44 thousand in winnings,
and she simply smiled and said “the best thing to do with such a big blessing
is just to sit on it,” and that she hadn’t had time to figure it all out yet.  

Ms. Horne said that she had been sitting by the radio listening to 105.5
HitsFM to hear the weekly announcement of the winner when her phone
rang. Co-chair of the Lottery committee Ian Morrison first told her she had
won the $1,000 weekly draw, but after she said thanks so much, Mr. Morri-
son told her, “Wait, there’s more.” She’d chosen the Ace of Spades as hiding
behind card #21 because of the casino game - you guessed it - Twenty-One.
We love that people came from far afield (Keswick, Sutton, etc.) to play the

Lottery, especially when the jackpot really started to grow. But, like the other
co-chair of the Lottery committee, Terry Chapman, we “are relieved and
happy that a known Uxbridge-ite is the winner.” 

As for the early-morning line-ups and grousings about people buying up
more than their fair share of tickets - Mr. Chapman smiled and commented
that “you just can’t buy that kind of publicity!” And how right he is.

Angela Horne has spent years in Uxbridge as a member of the boards for
the Uxbridge BIA and, more recently, the Chamber of Commerce, and played
a major role organizing the Uxbridge Santa Claus Parade for years. She re-
cently ran for town council in the municipal elections, and even though not
elected, she is continuing on with the 35 years of service she’s given to the
town. Think of it as a paycheque, of sorts, Ms. Horne. Enjoy.

**********
At first we thought it was an April Fool’s joke being played way too early. But
then again, it was on the CBC News Facebook feed, which is pretty legit -
we decided to click through and see what it was all about. We almost wish
we hadn’t.

By now you’ve likely heard that the developer of the new homes going up
at the Zehrs/Canadian Tire plaza end of Cemetery Road recently submitted
a letter to Uxbridge council asking it to consider changing the name of the
road. Why? Because “some homebuyers have told him they're worried about
the road's macabre name.” Because it "may have an effect on the home value"
of the places David Sud and his Maple Brooks Homes are trying to sell. 
And wait - it gets better - Sud apparently also feels that “the residents living

on Cemetery Road would appreciate this change.”
Really? Then why has a name change NEVER been brought up by anyone

in town, road resident or otherwise? How has Uxbridge existed all these many
decades with a - gasp - cemetery in it, and a - gasp - road named for the ceme-
tery? The audacity of the developer (whose homes, we understand, won’t even
have the Cemetery Road address) who thinks he can march into town and
just like that change the name of a road that is likely as old as the town itself
is mind-blowing, to say the least. Let’s just ignore his stupid request and let
this story pass, along with all the people who are trying to rest in the cemetery
that is located next to the homes that he chose to build on Cemetery Road.
Welcome to Uxbridge, Mr. Sud. And good luck with that name change. 

Our two cents
Winners and losers
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There's an old saying that you can't tell the
players without a program. We'll need a pro-
gram to find out who's really in charge if this
township ever faces an emergency situation
while the mayor is unavailable.

On Monday night, councillors voted 6-1 to
name Ward 4 councillor Willie Popp as "alter-
nate decision maker" in the event of an emer-
gency should Mayor Dave Barton not be
available. In other words, the "alternate deci-
sion maker" would be the lead elected official
in an emergency situation, not the deputy
mayor. But the vote belied the discourse that
occurred prior to the vote.

The mayor offered a report explaining his
reasons for choosing Mr. Popp as "alternate
decision maker" and then introduced a reso-
lution to make his pick official.
Councillor Bruce Garrod said the reasons the

mayor listed for Mr. Popp's suitability did not
mention his proximity to the fire hall and the
arena, something the mayor had touted when
Mr. Popp was originally offered as "alternate
decision maker." Not that Mr. Garrod
thought proximity was important, but that
was the main reason the mayor had first of-
fered. He told the mayor he would have ex-
pected council to discuss the subject in depth
since it was first brought up. He and the
mayor then wrangled over just who should
have initiated such a discussion.

Councillor Gary Ruona once again opined
that Regional Councillor Gord Highet was
equally qualified to take the lead in an emer-
gency, to which councillor Pam Beach re-
sponded that Mr. Highet has his hands full as
regional councillor. Councillor Todd Snooks
sided with her, saying Mr. Popp was the best
choice because Mr. Highet is "brand new" in
his role as regional councillor. Neither Ms.
Beach nor Mr. Snooks saw the irony in their
argument, since Mr. Popp is also "brand new"
in his role as a councillor, while Mr. Highet
has years of experience in municipal govern-
ment.

Mr. Highet himself, while stating several
times that he was not promoting himself for
the position, nevertheless pointed out he has
been vice-chair of the emergency committee
for a number of years. He was the only one to
vote against the resolution.

In order to better understand how it would
work, I asked the mayor if he would be in
charge of things if an emergency happened to-
morrow. He said the fire chief would have the

leading role in an emergency, backed up by
Public Works director Ben Kester. Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Ingrid Svelnis explained
that the mayor's role would be to declare the
emergency, call any meetings that might be re-
quired, provide guidance and liaise with other
levels of government and the media.
That begs a couple of questions: couldn't the

deputy mayor - (whoever that might be under
the present rotating system) - also provide
guidance, call any meetings, liaise with other
governments and provide details to the media?
And if that would be the role of the "alternate
decision maker," why did the mayor list Mr.
Popp's training in crisis simulations as a reason
to install him in the position? After all, it
would be the fire chief making all the opera-
tional decisions. As Mr. Snooks himself
pointed out: "There are a number of us who
are capable of taking it on."
It also raises the question of what the deputy

mayor would be doing in an emergency. Pre-
sumably, when the mayor is away, the deputy
mayor takes on all the responsibilities and
powers of the office. To my way of thinking,
that would also include the mayor's responsi-
bilities during an emergency. But Mr. Barton
apparently believes Mr. Popp is more qualified
than the other members to handle an emer-
gency and the deputy mayor should take a
back seat. If that is the case, why didn't he
name Mr. Popp as deputy mayor and have
done with it? And if any meetings needed to
be called, who would call them? The deputy
mayor or the "alternate decision maker?" In
an emergency, would the deputy mayor sim-
ply be a bystander?
One of the perks of being mayor is the ability

to assign the chairmanships of all council
committees. That is his right. He also has the
ability and the prerogative to name a deputy
mayor, whether anyone agrees with his choice
or not. That said, it is also his prerogative to
rotate the position for two-month periods, as
he has chosen to do, at least for this year. But
in taking that route, he has pleased no one and
has created a situation of disarray should he
ben incapacitated for any length of time.
It seems to me that Mayor Barton could clear

up the confusion by simply naming a perma-
nent deputy mayor. At least that way we'd
know who's on first.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It was a last-minute thing. Normally, I’d have
left it until I got to the airport, for the ticket
agent to handle. You know, like the old days.
But then I thought, what if there’s a real line
up at one of those dreaded airline kiosks?
What if it takes me longer than normal to get
my baggage checked? So, instead, I decided to
face the demon now, instead of later. I keyed
in the airline name and began the clinical,
faceless, robotic process of self-check-in.

“Check in from your computer and print
your boarding pass,” the prompt said. “No
printer? No problem. Print it at the self-serve
kiosk when you get to the airport.”
But isn’t that why I chose to check in via my

computer ahead of time? To avoid all that
kiosk stuff later? Oh well, I was into it now.
Off I went, tripping though window after
window of relentless identification detail after
mind-numbing query. What’s my name?
Flight number? Any dangerous goods? Had I
been to a farm lately? Blah, blah, blah. All so
that I could get to my flight faster. And, inci-
dentally, so that they could have me haul out
my credit card and pay them another $56 to
get my baggage to my destination!
I’m not complaining about mindless technol-

ogy again. This column is about how we’ve all
apparently bought into the notion that online
is not only easier, but also more efficient and
even better than the old way. We’re saving
man/woman hours. We’re being more efficient
with fewer resources. We’re reducing the use
of paper. We’re saving the planet. And we’re
being better people for doing it the new way.
Well, I’m not so sure. Have you tried getting
government documentation lately?

Just this week, as a continuing function of
my work researching history, I phoned Library
and Archives Canada, in Ottawa. In the old
days, on the phone I would speak to any of a
number of LAC archivists I knew by name.
Following some discussion, s/he would help
me track down the photos in question. I
would be sent the reprography and permission
documents. I’d fill them in. And Bob’s your
uncle. Done. This time, however, I descended
into voicemail hell.

“Please listen carefully,” the voice said reas-
suringly. “Our selections have changed.
Choose from the following eight options.”

After listening to the entire playback of all
eight options, I came up empty-handed. What
I needed wasn’t among them. Consequently,
the voice told me, I’d have to go online in

search of “additional” options. When I found
my option via computer – reproduction of
photographs – I began filling in all those re-
quired blocks of info: photo titles and descrip-
tions, registration numbers, file references,
photographic credits. Eventually, about four
menu pages in, it asked how I was going to
pay. I checked a box. It didn’t like that choice.
I tried another. It didn’t like that one either. I
was stymied. Then, it told me that my time
on the LAC site was about to expire. No kid-
ding. I was about to expire!
And I began to reminisce about all the things

we used to be able to do that didn’t require an
app, that didn’t have to be keyed in on a
touch-tone phone, or that didn’t demand a
PhD in electronic engineering to comprehend
on a computer. I blame those guys at Yellow
Pages who came up with the motto all those
years ago: “Let your fingers do the walking.”

Remember when you drove into a gas sta-
tion, the wire you drove over rang a bell inside
the station bay, and an attendant dashed out
to fill your gas tank and maybe washed your
windshield? In lieu of online banking, I hap-
pen to like going to my Credit Union and
chatting with the folks who handle my de-
posits or help me pay my bills. I avoid the self-
checkout aisle at the grocery store on
principle; I believe that self-checkout elimi-
nates paying jobs. And while we’re talking
about phone use, remember when you could
talk to a Directory Assistance operator in
Saskatoon or San Francisco about the weather
or the price of a coffee there and get the num-
ber too? 

I’m not convinced that life driven by apps,
cell-phone tapping, and self-service only, is the
best thing since sliced bread. (I happen to like
seeing my bread sliced personally at the bak-
ery, by the way).

So, when I got to the airport and I checked
in at the kiosk (they suggested I could avoid),
the prompt directed me to another allegedly
time-saving, efficiency-plus system – the bag-
gage self-drop-off. Again, there were no people
to help me when I didn’t understand. Again,
there were more mindless steps to follow. And
I still ended up afraid I’d miss my flight.
Why – at this stage of my life – do I have to

be expected to function like a millennial and
like it?

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Let your fingers do the walking

150 Acres!
• 100 workables acres
• 50 acres bush and wetland
• High yield property
• Great location, close to town
• House vacant for the past 

5 years, needs work

$1,250,000

Direct:
416-771-7162

email
larry.olson@sympatico.ca

Larry Olson
Broker/Manager

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Who’s on first?



Letters, from page 4

because it is a cheap, headline grab-
bing way to look like they are doing
something to address a bigger prob-
lem. But in reality banning guns (or
certain types of gun) is not the solu-
tion, nor is imposing more restric-
tions on owners who already
voluntarily go beyond the minimum
requirements of the law. 
The problem in New Zealand is one

which is repeated over and over be-
cause society has failed to act when
there were many indications ahead of
time that the perpetrator was so ob-
viously heading off the rails. This is
a problem of untreated mental ill-
ness, of social disconnection, igno-
rance and uncontrolled, bigoted
hatred. Do gun bans work? Ask Lon-
don, UK, where hand guns are
banned. Yet in the last month,16

people have been killed with knives,
not guns. Should we ban knives and
start eating our steak straight from a
blender, or should we do more to fix
broken minds before someone else
dies from proven, effective inaction
or worse still, the wrong action?

A responsible gun owner,
Dave Brewer

Uxbridge

Here we go again with another clus-
ter fluff, regarding the mayor’s rea-
soning behind the purchase of the
Coffee Time and Circle K property.
I know that the new mayor likes
telling people that nothing is his fault
and that he inherited all his problems
caused by the last council, and that
he was unaware of these problems
until he was voted in as the mayor. If
he and the other incumbents who
were returned to council had not
voted to go ahead with this foolhardy
project many months ago, we would
not be in this present predicament.
I am sure that the con-man consult-

ant who sold them this project is
long gone, cashed his cheque and
sipping cold drinks on a Bahamas
beach, contemplating where to find
the next naive bunch of suckers.

Finally the mayor has admitted
what some of us have known for the
past couple of years - that council
does not have the expertise to go for-

ward with a project of this size.
The mayor also said the property

will be unloaded as soon as possible
to a developer. Let me give you a
crash course in Finance 101: if you
pay $3,000,000 for a property worth
only $762,000, it would be impossi-
ble to unload it quickly and make a
profit. It was also stated that there
would be a return on investment
when it is sold. In what year would
that be?
A question to the mayor: would you

have used your own funds to per-
form the same transaction for your
own business? If you and the other
incumbent councillors had done
what you were elected to do early in
2018, you would not be in this posi-
tion of having to pay the exorbitant
sum of money to purchase a property
which could have legally been
bought at market price. You had the
tools at your disposal to protect tax
payers but they were not utilized.
Why?
On a positive note it is gratifying to

see our new Ward 4 councillor finally
demanding action and a time frame
for work to be performed on the Vic-
toria/Brock hole. I wish him luck, it
took the last council four years of
thinking about it.

Keith Bonning
Uxbridge
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., March 28: Soup Lunch at
Goodwood United Church. 11
a.m. – 1 p.m. Soup, homemade bread,
dessert & beverage - $5. For more infor-
mation, call 905-640-3347.
Thurs., March 28: Spaghetti Din-
ner Fundraiser. Sandford Community
Centre, 4:30 - 8 p.m. Put on by students
& families of Scott Central Public School.
Cost: Adults $10 & Kids $6. Family of 4
for $30.
Fri., March 29: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club All-You-Can-Eat
Spaghetti Dinner. Udora Community

Centre, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Fri., March 29: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. This is a fast 2+ hr, 11+ km
loop hike with hills. Meet at parking lot
on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161
Fri., March 29: Uxbridge
Gay/Straight Alliance Family &
Friends Gaymes Night.  Lower hall,
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 7 - 9 p.m.
Light refreshments. Donations accepted to
help fund group projects.
Sat., March 30: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1

hr., 5+ km moderate pace hike. Meet at
the roadside parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat. March 30: Soccer Registra-
tion. Uxbridge Arena, 10 a.m.-noon.
Get your questions answered and regis-
ter for Recreational Youth and Adult Sum-
mer Soccer - Players, Volunteers,
Coaches, & Referees. Professional Youth
Coach Training provided in 2019!
UxbridgeSoccerClub.com for details.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., April 1: Youth/Senior Tech
Connection. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre,
9:50 - 10:50 a.m. Open to seniors need-
ing help with their technology. Contact
Dale at 905-862-3456 for more informa-
tion. 
Fri., April 5: The Brook Never
Sleeps! Uxbridge Town Hall, 9 a.m. - 3

p.m. Free event for youth aged 10 and
up. Explore Uxbridge Brook and learn
about local ecology from biologists. Ac-
tivities, presentations and free lunch. Call
905-862-3456 to register.
Fri., April 5: Canadian Blood
Services Blood Donor Clinic.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30
p.m.

UPCOMING
Tues. April 9: Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute Annual Lunch-
eon & Fashion Show. Trinity United
Church, 12 noon.  Fashions by Woods
Clothing, Uxbridge. Tickets $25. Phone
905-852-4024, 905-852-3925, 905-
852-5284 and the store.
Fri., April 12: Epsom-Utica United
Church Ham & Scallop Potato
Supper. Utica Hall 4:30 - 7 p.m. Adults
$15, Youth $8

Sun., April 14: Violin Recital by
Duncan McDougall, Trinity United
Church, 2 p.m. Free admission. Please
bring a donation for the Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank or the Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust. For more info email
mcdougallduncan06@gmail.com

ONGOING
Griefshare: Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30
a.m., Uxbridge Baptist Church. To regis-
ter or find out more, call 905-852-5921
or email j.atkins@saintpauls.ca. 

COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

WE’RE ‘EGGS-ITED’ TO ANNOUNCE THAT IT’S TIME
TO ORDER YOUR EASTER FEAST!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Limited Time!

Summer school, from page 3

go to school. So why are we being
punished? Let the supply teachers
handle the summer.”

It isn’t clear yet whether school
buses will be on the roads to deliver
the summer students to and from
their half day classes. Una Flakovs-
now, a representative from one of the
bus companies used by DDSB,
points out that school buses tend to
get very hot in the summer months,
and that this might not be good for
the students, just as sitting on a cold
bus is detrimental to their health.
“It’s a big decision, calling to cancel

the buses in the winter, and this is a
big decision, too,” says Flakovsnow.
“We really have to think about the
health and safety of the children
we’re transporting, in any kind of
weather. is isn’t something to take
lightly.”
Students will be formally notified of

this school year extension on Mon-
day, April 1, (also known as April
Fool’s Day) when it will become ap-
parent that the DDSB has made no
such decision to extend the school
year into the summer. Students, par-
ents, teachers and bus drivers will
then realize that they will indeed
have their summer off, and that the
Cosmos has got them again. Happy
April Fool’s 2019.

WARRANT OUT FOR SUSPECT IN BOT-
TLE ATTACK: Police have issued a warrant for
a suspect after a victim was assaulted with a
bottle in Uxbridge last week.
Last Wednesday evening, police were called

to a convenience store on Brock Street West
after a 24-year-old man was found on the
roadway with significant facial injuries. There
reportedly was an altercation between the vic-
tim and the suspect at a nearby apartment. The
suspect then struck the victim in the head with

a bottle. The victim was taken to a local hospi-
tal with non-life threatening injuries.
Jesse Gunn, 30, is wanted for Assault with a
Weapon and Assault Cause Bodily Harm. He is
described as male, white, 6 feet tall, short
brown hair, facial hair.
Anyone with new information is asked to con-
tact D/Cst. Burns or D/Cst Brown of the North
Division Criminal Investigations Bureau at 1-
888-579-1520 ext. 2676/2675.
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SERVICES
DOG-HAPPY Dog Training - Playing
‘GAMES that TRAIN’ teach real life skills like
focus, calmness, loose leash walking,
impulse control and recall while building an
incredible relationship with your dog! Best
of all, games provide a fun and powerful
learning platform! Contact Julie 416-735-
2117 | julie@dog-happy.ca | dog-happy.ca
3/28
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE.
Grass cutting, spring cleanups and all your
outdoor maintenance needs. Sign up today!
905-862-2644.   3/28
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up
room?  Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at
77 Brock St.W. (Uxbridge) specializing in
restorations and scanning. Stop in or call
Sabrina 905-550-8825   3/28
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home  for elementary, high school, college
and university students. I also tutor adults
who wish to improve their Mathematics and
Literacy skills.  905-852-1145.  4/30
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Electrical &
plumbing. Licensed, insured & guaranteed.
Big or small. Waterproofing + mould.
Kitchen, bath, stonework, cement,
basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat. 45

years experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 3/28
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-
6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com    3/28
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!   3/28   
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for 15
years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-
8525, follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  3/28 
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR.
Frameless shower doors. Shower conversion.
Cabinet refacing. Painting. Full project start
to finish in-house, no sub-contractors. Call
Mark at 647-385-7334.   4/4
WANTED
WANTED - SCRAP CARS AND

TRUCKS. Cash paid. Ask for Kevin. 289-
716-0632.
HELP WANTED
ANN’S GARDENS, NOW HIRING!
Looking for experienced gardeners,
weeders, edgers, and trimmers. Must have
a love of the outdoors and be willing to
work up close with the gardens, and bugs,
dirt, and weather that goes with it. For
reliable, dedicated, and hard-working team
members, we offer flexible hours, weekly
pay, and satisfaction of a job well done.
Servicing: Uxbridge, Stouffville, Mount
Albert, Sandford, Sunderland, Port Perry,
and area. Please contact us at
AnnsGardens@outlook.com or 647-269-
4363.   3/28
PARISH LANES BOWLING CENTRE, 69
Brock Street W., Uxbridge. Seeking part-
time employees. Weekends and evenings.
Smart Serve required. Send resumé to
parishlanes@rogers.com   3/28
FREE
BOOKS: Illustrated science & invention
encyclopedias, 23 vols. and multiple
supplements. Encyclopedia Brittanica, 23
vols., Index & Dictionary, 2 vols. Leather
bound. Also, ‘Popular Mechanics’, 16 vols.
Encyclopedia, “Do-It-Yourself”. If interested,
call 905-862-0019   3/28
EVENTS
ATTENTION UXBRIDGE LADIES! The
Women’s Institute Spring Luncheon is on
Tuesday, April 9, at 12 noon. Join us for a
great fashion show, food & fun! Come out
& support our yearly fundraiser. Call to
reserve your tickets 905-852-5284.   4/4

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Be wise and learn good
sense; remember my teach-
ings and do what I say.”

Proverbs 4:5

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

Complete
Vehicle

Detailing

March Madness
10% off regular rates first vehicle

15% off 2nd vehicle
20%off 3rd vehicle

Call or email 905-852-0007
thecleanupshoppe@gmail.com

12 Douglas Road Unit 5, Uxbridge 

Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry

and North Durham
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Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Dumbo
(***)

e first animated film that made
me cry was Dumbo (1940), which I
saw at a re-release around 1967.
Filled with colour, spectacle and
wonderful characters, it all goes ter-
ribly wrong when the little elephant’s
mother is deemed crazy and locked
away from the others. Dumbo is
taken to her by his friend the mouse,
and the exchange between them is
heartbreaking. He touches her trunk
and then fiercely grabs on for dear
life as she strokes him and swings
him lovingly, her trunk a swing for
the little elephant. On the score is
“Baby Mine” which only made the
heartache that much more powerful. 

When I heard Disney was remak-
ing their animated classics as live ac-
tion, I was not surprised - greed
governs that studio, it always has.
But never would they match the
power of that scene in Dumbo, they
simply could not. 

I did not care for their live action
film Alice in Wonderland (2010), but
did admire Cinderella (2015), even
more e Jungle Book (2017), and
Beauty and the Beast (2017) was very

good, but with this one they have
outdone themselves. Dumbo is ex-
quisite. 

Directed by Tim Burton, it is the
best of these live action remakes and
Burton’s best film in years; since
Sweeney Todd (2007), really. He was
a perfect choice for Dumbo because
he brings the gentle pathos of his
previous films (think  Edward Scis-
sorhands (1990) ) to the picture, not
overdoing it as animation can, but
keeping it real, keeping it in perfect
check. 
When a baby elephant with massive

ears is born, the owner of a run
down, struggling circus, Max Medici
(Danny De Vito) hires a father, Holt
(Colin Farrell), recently widowed
and his two kids Milly (Nico Parker)
and Joe (Finley Hobbins) to care for
the adorable little pachyderm. His
oversized ears make him a freak
among the circus folks, many of
them outcasts from society too.
Dumbo bonds with the motherless
children when his own loving
mother is sold off, causing each of
their hearts to quietly break.
rough a silly accident, it is discov-
ered the little elephant can fly, which

brings audiences where there were
none, a buyer to their door, and a
huge boost of energy to the film. 

Michael Keaton is superb as VA
Vandevere, owner of a much larger
circus, and he wants Dumbo. Brash,
his eyes glowing when he sees the lit-
tle creature in the air, Vandevere sees
money; more than anything he be-
lieves Dumbo will bring money, kind
of like Disney executives. Oops, did
I really write that? 
Everything revolves around the little

CGI elephant, so it is surprising he
actually has very little screen time. 
Visually the film is a wonder, typical

Burton, bringing a Gatsby-like at-
mosphere to the big city circus, a
Mecca of Delights for these new cir-
cus folk who are used to much
smaller budgets. 

e performances are a mixed bag,
but Keaton is a bolt of lightning
throughout, dominating every scene
he is in. He steals the film with a bril-
liant performance.
Colin Farrell is good, but not really

memorable, a sad surprise because I
am a fan of the actor. e actors who
play his children do fine work. Nico
Parker is particularly strong as Milly,
her scenes with Dumbo hit all the
right emotional notes.

De Vito is perfect as the arrogant,
crusty owner, stunned when he sees
Dumbo in flight, his eyes wide like
those of a child. 

Dumbo drew some tears from me,
and took my breath away a few
times. And for a few moments, I be-
lieved an elephant could fly. 

LOCAL MATTERS.
Support the proud advertisers that power your 
community voice, The Uxbridge Cosmos Newspaper.

The Optimist Club
of Uxbridge

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior

Christina’s Fabrics

Preliminary work on the construc-
tion site at Victoria Drive and
Brock Street West - known by
many as "The Hole" - will begin
within the next two weeks, council
was told.

Abdul Waheed and Nitiin Malh-
tra, appearing for the property
owners, said the preliminary work
will involve cleaning up the site. 

Councillors, who showed last
week they are running out of pa-
tience over delays, pressed the two
men on various aspects of the prop-
erty. Councillor Willie Popp, not-
ing the wall down the west side of
the site is a constant target for graf-
fiti, wanted to know if there would
be security cameras on site or secu-
rity personel. Waheed replied the
company would do "whatever is re-
quired."

Popp said he and another coun-
cillor recently had to push the
fence around the site back into po-
sition and noted that, although the
gate in the fence had a chain on it,
the chain was not locked. He said
there was no response when he
called the emergency phone num-

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the March 25
Council Meeting

ber posted on the fence.
After the two men provided coun-

cil with a time line of what they
said will be a 25-month project,
councillor Bruce Garrod warned
that "this time we want to be sure
it's going ahead."

Looking ahead to avoid possible
troubles, regional councillor Gord
Highet suggested the company co-
ordinate with the culvert construc-
tion team to avoid unnecessary
traffic tie-ups, and Popp asked that
workers on site be "on high alert"
at times when school children are
passing the site on the way to and
from school.

A little good news: Councillor Gar-
rod, head of the finance committee,
informed council that, as a result of
the recent federal budget, the town-
ship will receive an unexpected
$650,000 this year.
That's because the budget, which

was announced last week, calls for
a one-time doubling of the gas tax
paid out to municipalities. The
$650,000 is in addition to the
$642,000 the township already re-
ceived from the feds.
Garrod said the bonus will not re-

sult in the 4.86-per cent property
tax increase being reduced, but it
will allow the township to proceed
with projects it had delayed.


