
ENJOYING A GOOD BOOK - Amber and Taylor Kennedy have mom Sarah read them a story at the Uxbridge Public Library. The Kennedys regularly participate in
the STEM program, which is offered weekly for pre-school aged children. The provincial government’s April 11 budget cut funding to both the Southern Ontario Library Service
and the Ontario Library Service - North by 50 per cent, which may affect the offering of these types of programs at the Uxbridge Public Library. Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

Council is about to tackle a subject that has
proven difficult for previous Uxbridge coun-
cils - the selling of the Kind Street park.

Council received two reports on the park
on Monday from clerk Debbie Leroux and
arena manager Bob Ferguson. Leroux noted
the first attempt to sell the park in 1983 was
met with strong resident opposition, as were
subsequent attempts. The last time the small
park was on the chopping block, in 2014,
the township's planning consultant, Eliza-
beth Howson, advised that an application
for rezoning the small park to allow its sale
for residential purposes be refused and fur-

ther recommended that the township "meet
with the residents of the surrounding neigh-
bourhood to review options for the improve-
ment and ongoing maintenance of the
park."
Leroux noted, however, that the 2018 Parks

Master Plan review identified the King Street
park as one of a number of small urban parks
that should be considered for sale.
Ferguson's report spoke of the state of dis-

repair at the park, noting trees need thinning
and a fence and retaining wall need to be re-
paired. He said the park, the size of a normal
housing lot, features only an aging swing set
and a sand box.
Both reports said the park receives little use.

While the body of Leroux's report contained
a recommendation that the park be sold, the
report's actual recommendations merely
asked for council's direction on what should
be done with the park. Ferguson's report also
asked for direction.

Ward 5 Councillor Todd Snooks said any
money realized from the sale of the park
should be turned into the parks department
budget. Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid
Svelnis replied that the parks master plan
had already stated that's where the money
should go.
Council decided to ask staff for another re-

port on the park and that such a report con-
tain staff's recommendations.

King Street parkette on the chopping block - again 

Country Custom Brick Bungalow on 1.5 acres.
Over 2,000 sq.ft. 3+ 1 Bedrooms, 4 baths.
Well maintained and updated, lots of 
hardwood. Granite counters, fully 
finished basement - VIEW FOR 
MILES - 10 MINUTES TO 
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Well Kept Century Home
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, main floor laundry, main floor family 

room, galley kitchen, approx 1/2 acre, large garage/workshop.
Located less than 10 minutes to Uxbridge. 

Offered for sale at $589,900. 
Call Marie to arrange your personal tour at 416-970-8979.

Direct: 905-439-2033
www.ComFLEX.ca

Patrick Bryant
Broker of Record 

SOLD! Saved
over $22,000 on

commission!
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905-852-5313      UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi<ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Removals and Pruning 
• Planting and Plant Health Care

Uxbridge Tree Service is rebranding. You may have noticed UTS Tree Care trucks during your
travels.  They are white and bright orange with a green stripe.  We are the same company with
the same employees and trucks but are now more noticeable.  Many of our customers are out-
side of Uxbridge and may not realize that we are more than a local company.  UTS Tree Care to
them will now be a name that does not designate an area.

I, David Watts, started the company in 1981 and still own it and am pleased to announce that
Bob Wilton is now a partner.  Long- time employees are now managing the company.  Lynn
Bousher is still our o;ce manager.  UTS Tree Care has over 20 full time employees including 7
ISA Certi<ed Arborists: Joel Morvay, David Hoogsteen, Nicole Vander Schaaf, Kenny Phillips,
Todd Bruce, Johann Rude, and myself.

We are well known for our climbing and rigging skills and our use of bucket trucks and cranes
in tree removal, but not so obvious, is our expertise in tree care.  We do arborist reports, tree
preservation plans, planting, tree inventories with GPS Technology and GISArc software, tree
risk assessments, tree appraisals, and consulting.

Our customers are homeowners, property managers , commercial properties, municipal, re-
gional, provincial, and federal governments, restoration and insurance companies, golf courses,
and conservation authorities.  Our local and present customers are still our most valued.

To learn more about us, look us up on our new website: UTSTreeCare.ca

A division of

Although there doesn’t appear to be much
going on above ground, township staff guaran-
tee that a lot of preparatory work is occurring
to get ready for the actual laying of the culvert.

A “Construction Schedule Highlights,” re-
leased on May 8, outlines that crews are cur-
rently preparing to excavate for the new culvert
by installing a “de-watering system” which will
remove groundwater from the future excavation
sites. is de-watering involves drilling vertical
wells along the path of the culvert and installing
pumps and pipes that will remove the excess
water. After this, shoring will be installed along
the excavation route, which will reinforce the
walls of the excavation. 
In last week’s Cosmos, Roger Varley said in his

column “Am I Wrong?” that work on the cul-
vert wouldn’t start until late July or early Au-
gust. Colleen Baskin, communications officer
for the township, quickly contacted the Cosmos,
clarifying that the culvert will actually be in-
stalled north of Brock Street well before the
summer months because “it has to be built
from north to south to maintain the water flow
of the Brook through the culvert during con-
struction.”

For more information on the culvert and the
building process, visit uxbridgeculvert.ca

e Relay For Life committee at Uxbridge Sec-
ondary School is holding the first annual Tiger
Cure Cup on Friday, May 17, in support of
their upcoming Relay For Life event.   

e new fundraiser will take place at the
Uxbridge Secondary School track, where, from
1:45 to 3 p.m., participants can pay $5 to sup-
port the boy’s rugby game and enjoy the pizza
and ice cream available for sale. A portion of all
proceeds from sales will go towards the school’s
fundraising goal of $25,000, all of which will
be donated directly to the Canadian Cancer So-
ciety. 

e Tiger Cure Cup is the second fundraiser
event organized by the school. Its goal is to help
build anticipation for the upcoming 12- hour
Relay For Life cancer fundraiser, which happens
Friday, May 31, at Uxbridge Secondary School.
At this event, staff and students rally together
to walk laps of the school track, partake in fun
activities and celebrate those who have or are
fighting cancer. 

All staff, students and especially community
members are invited and encouraged to come
support the Tiger Cure Cup and Relay For Life
events. 

Join USS for its first annual
Tiger Cure Cup fundraiser

Culvert work continues covertly



A former defenceman for the
Uxbridge Bruins was killed early
Monday morning when the car he
was driving lost control and struck a
tree on Reach Street, just west of
Epsom.
According to a police report, Dylan

Ross, 24, was travelling eastbound on
Reach St. when his Pontiac Vibe left
the road and hit a large tree. Police
believe unfavorable weather and road
conditions may have been a mitigat-
ing factor in the accident.
First responders attended the scene

within minutes and provided med-
ical assistance. Ross was transported
to a local hospital, where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

Ross was a defenceman for the
Uxbridge Bruins for the 2011/2012
and 2012/2013 seasons. 

is is the sixth fatal collision on
roadways patrolled by the DRPS in
2019.
Anyone with information about this

incident or anyone who witnessed
this collision is asked to call D/Cst.
Scott of the Traffic Services Branch at
1-888-579-1520 ext. 5217.             

Anonymous information can be

sent to Durham Regional Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
or online at www.durhamregional-
crimestoppers.ca and tipsters may be
eligible for a $2,000 cash reward.

Speed limit of 30 km/h?: Council
passed a resolution saying the town-
ship will lobby the provincial gov-
ernment to change the Highway
Traffic Act to make the speed limit
on all local residential streets 30
km/h while allowing municipalities
to increase that speed on a case-by-
case basis through local bylaws.

e resolution also called for the
province to let Uxbridge be used as
a pilot project for such a move.

Snooks says sorry: Councillor Snooks
offered a report to council in which
he apologized for missing five of the
22 council meetings that have been
held since the last municipal elec-
tion.

Snooks said two of the absences
were because he was out of the coun-
try and the other three meetings
were missed because of his job as a
York Region police officer. He said
he wanted to assure Uxbridge resi-
dents and his Ward 5 constituents
that "I will do everything within my
power to minimize future missed
meetings."

"I can't promise to be at every sin-
gle meeting, but I will be at most,"
he told council.

Union contract settled: Council
passed a bylaw authorizing a three-
year contract with the township's
unionized employees, members of
Local 53 of the Canadian Union of
Public Employees.
However, no details of the contract

were released. Mayor Dave Barton
said those details will be made public
in the near future after all the neces-
sary documents have been signed.

Cannabis policy adopted: In a
recorded vote, council also passed a
bylaw to put in place the Uxbridge
Retail Cannabis Policy presented to
them last week by deputy clerk
Catalina Blumenberg.

Among other things, the policy
states that a retail cannabis store
should not be allowed within a 150-
metre radius of "special uses" facili-
ties. ose special uses include
daycares, libraries, the arena, Ux-
pool, township parks, the Uxbridge
Youth Centre and places of worship.

Regional Councillor Gord Highet
called for the recorded vote. He was
the only member of council to vote
against adopting the bylaw.

Thursday,May 16, 20193The Uxbridge Cosmos

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

NEED A MEETING SPACE? 
TRY THE NEW HQ

Meeting/Presentation
Room with Equipment
WiFi - Street Level Access
Downtown Uxbridge 

Call 905-852-6686 or email
unghq@uxbridge.com for
pricing and information

Across
1  ___ sandwich
5  Chess end it abbreviation
8  Whiff
12  Son of Aphrodite
13  Neighbour of Washington 

state, for short
14  Facts
15  Picnic party poopers
16  Thin metal sheet (2 words)
18  One who leads a Spartan 

lifestyle
20  To no ___
23  Good sense
27  Started a fire
28  Perceive
31  Church part
32  Tux and Tol followers
33  American Revolution supporters
35  Mammal coat
36  Ancient Briton
38  Computer image
39  Old age, of yore
40  Earnest
42  Receses
44  Robberies
47  Unlucky number
50  Open a crack
54  Vibe
55  Floated like a butterfly, stung 

like a bee
56  Stretched out
57  Portent
58  Quandary
59  "___ Breckinridge" novel by 

Gore Vidal

Down
1  Drink that can be hot or cold
2  Coffee pot
3  Negative
4  Brazilian palm
5  College-based military training
6  Great Lake
7  Guard duty (2 words)
8  "The Wizard of Oz" prop
9  CSI evidence
10  Often, poetically
11  Kind of deer
17  Excel chart
19  Did in
20  Baldwin and Guinness
21  Record visually
22  Wake Island, e.g.
24  Bank vaults
25  Small egg
26  The out crowd
29  N American plant
30  Snapshot
34  Cold spell
37  Mideast capital
41  Remark, with bon
43  Sacred hymn
45  Hero home
46  Computer system Trademark
47  "The way" philosophy
48  ___bug!
49  Resentment
51  Crow cousin
52  Atmosphere
53  Genetic initials

The Voice of North Durham

Elgin Park, Uxbridge. 
www.hitsfest.com

Full day festival from 11am-11pm with craft
beer, food trucks, vendors, and live music.

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the May 13
Council Meeting

Former Bruins defenceman dies in car accident
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I’m concerned about some of Doug
Ford's budget cuts, announced a few
weeks ago, and it occurred to me that
his "buck a beer" concept (question-
able on so many levels, involving
health, safety, economy and frankly,
outright cheesiness) might be tweak-
able in a way that would easily raise
some money for a couple of pro-
grams affected.

I did a quick bit of research to de-
termine how much beer is sold in
Ontario annually. In 2018, 152 mil-
lion litres of imported beer and 146
million litres of domestic beer were
sold (https://www.statista.com/statis-
tics/348322/ontario-beer-market-
volume-sales-by-product-type/).
That's about 300 million litres or the
equivalent of about 900 million cans
of beer, the average volume in a can
being about 330 mls and cans being
an easily quantifiable measure. 
If a 1¢ (yes, that's 1 cent) surcharge

was made on every can/glass/bottle of
beer sold in Ontario, that would rep-
resent about $9,000,000 annually.
Nobody would/could complain
about a 1 penny higher cost, right?
But that $9 million would reinstate
the inter-library loan program for the
entire province as well as the 50 Mil-
lion Trees program ($1.5 million and
$4.7 million respectively), with a bit
leftover. 

How's that for a powerful use of 1
cent per beer? Talk about bang for
your buck! In fact it might just re-
quire a whole new slogan...say
"Book-a-Beer". What's not to love?
Everyone wins: the drinkers for
doing a good deed every time they
crack open a cold one, the small rural
libraries and the thousands of users
across the province that rely on this
service, and the environment, with
the 50 million trees continuing to be
planted. Even Doug Ford wins if
these two services, which represent
reading and nature, are taken off the
endangered list.

I volunteer at my local library, tak-
ing books to seniors who can't get
out and about anymore, and that
particular service cut just seemed so
mean-spirited. And cutting money
for tree-planting in this era of climate
change - well, it's indefensible! 
What do you think? A book-a-beer!

Can this be done?
Christine Clark

Uxbridge

It began over 30 years ago. First, the
climate was not changing.  When the
facts didn’t support that stance, it
changed to the climate is changing,
but human actions have nothing to
do with it. When thousands of scien-
tific models refuted that claim, it be-
came: the climate is changing,
human actions are causing it, but it
doesn’t matter what we do as civilians
or even western countries because
China and India are producing far
more carbon than we are. 

Now that climate change is no
longer disputed in Canada (mostly
because of a recent proliferation of
wildfires and floods), the stance has
become it’s real and it’s happening,
but paying a few cents more a for a
liter of gas to save the planet: outra-
geous!

Even though the money raised
through the price on carbon will be
refunded to the citizens (in many
cases equaling or outpacing the car-
bon fees they paid), the Tories still
keep beating a dead horse, echoing
the mob mentality mantra from the
South: “all taxes are bad taxes”. They
conveniently forget that taxes provide
roads, hospitals, schools, and libraries
that not only benefit all, but also;
make us a community, a town, a
province, a country.  It hearkens back
to 1979 and the “18 cent election”:
Joe Clark lost to Trudeau (ironically)
because the Tories proposed an 18
cent per gallon (3.6 cents a liter) in-
crease in gas prices. Over the next

four years, the price of gas went from
23.6 to 39.9 per liter, an increase of
81.5 cents per gallon!

A recent article in London’s Finan-
cial Times shows, unequivocally, that
economists agree that a price on car-
bon is the best and most efficient way
to combat climate change. “The car-
bon tax proposal, organised by the
Climate Leadership Council, is a bi-
partisan effort that has united senior
economists from both parties, and
now garnered 3,300 signatures from
professional economists and academ-
ics across the US.”  
According to the Wall Street Journal,

these 3,300 included “27 Nobel lau-
reates, all 4 former Fed Chairs, and
15 former Chairs of the Council of
Economic Advisers.”   
These people are not only experts in

their fields, they are the superstars of
their fields. To dispute their stance on
this issue is like telling Wayne Gret-
zky he knows nothing about hockey.

Brian MacIsaac
Uxbridge

I was surprised and pleased to learn
from Wynn Walter’s letter (the Cos-
mos, April 4) that 10 years ago a
Downtown Renewal Committee’s vi-
sion for a downtown park/square had
been integrated into the Township’s
Official Plan. Unfortunately the
Uxbridge Gouldville Citizens Assoc.
learned the hard way that the Official
Plan can be changed on a whim if
council sees fit. 

It seems to me Uxbridge becomes
uglier by the day, a crush of strip
malls and barracks at the south end
and notification signs for more sub-
divisions along several main roads
herald the end of in-town habitat
havens for birds and many small crit-
ters and even our gaze. This is the
legacy of 28 years of no vision and
disappointingly there seems to be no
change.

...continued on page 6

Letters to the Editor

Despite the fact that we are living in an age when it’s possible to procure prac-
tically everything you need for your daily existence online, there are a few in-
stances where it’s necessary to interact with other real life human beings,
especially during business transactions. And given the fact that technology
is, they say, making us more insular, the interaction we have when we face
those other real life human beings should be a positive, fulfilling experience,
especially when money is changing hands. Ah, a positive fulfilling experience
during a business transaction - that used to be called customer service. Now
it’s either non-existent or given in spite of a highly unpleasant situation.

We’ve had a couple of occasions over the past week to witness these two
ends of the customer service spectrum, and it’s made us want to repeat yet
again our fervent belief that, at some point in the secondary school years,
preferably either grades 10 or 11, every single student should be made - yes
made, but for school credit - to spend three months working (part-time will
do) in a retail environment, and three months working in the hospitality in-
dustry, namely in a fast-food restaurant. A stint in each of those arenas would
most certainly change how those students - those adults-to-be - view the
world and treat their fellow humans.

We mentioned earlier that we had experience deplorable customer service.
Now, we can’t say exactly who provided this “customer service” because we’ll
suffer retribution (we say this confidently, it’s happened before) but suffice
to say that it’s a crown corporation that everyone is quite familiar with. Now,
the Cosmos has been dealing with this “business” for the entire time it’s been
around. There have been hiccups along the way, but last week’s incident really
took the cake - we spoke to two different outlets, one person at head office,
hung up on one person, and were told countless times “You’ll have to talk to
so-and-so.” Not one person took responsibility for the confusion and as of
press time this week, no one has contacted us to elaborate on what exactly
happened. We’re not being coy here; we really and truly don’t know what the
problem was - or is. We expect another fabulous customer service experience
this week when we go to send out the paper. We’ll keep you posted (read the
pun) on what happens.

On the flipside, we saw true customer service when we worked at the
Uxbridge McDonald’s last Wednesday for McHappy Day. We were set up-
right beside the cashiers, and we got to see each and every transaction they
did. And boy, do they deal with some interesting specimens. Hungry people
in a fast-food place can be the worst. And let’s face it, many people think that
a job at McDonald’s is the lowest you can get on the totem pole of life. Well,
the two ladies that were on cash during what’s likely one of the busiest days
of the year for McD’s will get nothing but accolades from us. They greeted
every customer with a smile, and even when the customer was as grumpy as
all get out (which seemed to be every other one), they smiled, spoke pleas-
antly, and carried out their duties with nothing but pleasantness. They were
epitome of good customer service. 
There’s something to be said for interacting with fellow human beings in a

kind and courteous manner. You don’t have to be right all the time, you just
have to be nice. Maybe better customer service would encourage people to
stop shopping online all the time. A real smile beats a  :) any day. 🙂

Our two cents
We love to see you smile

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca
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the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
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It struck me that councillors were not only
reluctant to make a decision regarding two
reports they received on Monday, most did-
n't appear to even want to talk about them.

The two reports in question - one from
clerk Debbie Leroux, the other from facilities
manager Bob Ferguson -  dealt with the same
subject: selling off the King Street park.
For those who don't know, the King Street

park sits on the north side of the street be-
tween Beech and Balsam. If you didn't know
it was there, you'd likely go right past with-
out noticing it. It is the size of a regular hous-
ing lot, with a single swing set and a sand
box, mostly hidden by bushy trees. Not even
a bench.

But as non-descript as it is, the park has
loyal fans in the neighbourhood who have re-
sisted various township attempts to sell it for
the last 35 years. As was stated in the clerk’s
report: "Each time that the municipality has
proceeded to move the sale of the lands for-
ward, the process has been met with opposi-
tion by the residents in the area." I'm sure we
can expect these supporters to once again put
out a call to arms. I am equally sure members
of council realize this, thereby leading to
what appeared to me to be their reluctance
to speak on the topic.
Mayor Dave Barton was not reluctant, not-

ing a number of times that he passes the park
often and sees no one there. Could that be,
perhaps, because it houses only a single swing
set and a sand box? A swing set that, accord-
ing to Ferguson's report, "will need to be re-
moved or replaced in the near future." I
asked whether the township had conducted
any surveys to determine how many children
lived in proximity to the park. Answer: no.

Another part of the facilities manager’s re-
port says: "The park is to the point that it
will soon need some substantial tree thin-
ning, shared fencing repairs and shared costs
to repair a small crumbling retaining wall."
Could that be, perhaps, because of ongoing
neglect? If it has been neglected to that stage,
is it any wonder few people use it?

Both reports asked council to give staff di-
rection on what to do regarding the park.
And that's where council showed their real
reluctance. Instead of telling staff to proceed
with all the various stages they would have
to go through to sell the land or telling them

to forget the whole idea, they passed the
buck. They directed Leroux and Ferguson to
do another report, complete with their rec-
ommendations.
In other words, they want staff to make the

decision, a decision council was elected to
make. They had all the facts they needed.
Leroux provided detailed information of how
previous attempts to sell the park had un-
folded and what was involved. Ferguson gave
them a detailed description of the park's
present state. After 35 years, it is time council
made a decision: either sell the park or retain
it permanently and maintain it properly as a
small pocket of green space.
My guess is that when they finally are forced

into making a decision, they will opt to sell
the park. That's not because I am a pessimist;
it's because council seems to be on selling
spree.
Council sold the arena baseball field to the

Durham District School Board. It sold the
Siloam hall to a private owner. It is currently
preparing to sell the old Goodwood Hall, a
former municipal hall. The old fire hall is up
for sale. Apart from the King Street park,
Herrema Fields and a couple of other small
urban parks are being seriously considered
for sale. And, since Mayor Dave Barton has
already indicated his intentions, I'd feel safe
betting a dollar to a donut that the newly ac-
quired Brock Street West property will be up
for sale as soon as the culvert is finished.

The sale of all these properties, most of
them likely to be turned over to residential
use, might make some economic sense for
the township, but I wonder if it isn't just nib-
bling away, bit by bit, at the community's
soul. All (or most) of our recreational facili-
ties will be put in the Fields of Uxbridge.
Most of our heritage buildings will be up at
the museum grounds. Most of the shopping
will run south from Brock Street. Instead of
integrating the community, we're setting up
little modules: shopping here, sports there,
heritage over there, etc.
It seems to me that a postage stamp-sized

park sitting unnoticed on a quiet residential
street is rather insignificant on its own, but
as part of a larger picture it might just be the
place to start making a stand.
Tell me, am I wrong?

...but not necessarily superlatives

He took the pass. He moved around the arc on
the floor around the basket. There were four
seconds left in regulation time. And all specta-
tors in the building were on their feet, leaping
and screaming. At the corner of the offensive
end, he turned, jumped and launched the ball.

“Is this the dagger?” one commentator
shouted into a mike.
Then, with the ball in the air, the final buzzer

blared. The ball landed on one side of the rim,
then bounced to the other side, bounced a
third time, dribbled a fourth, and then dropped
through the hoop. “Yesssssss! Game! Series!
Toronto has won!” the announcer screamed fi-
nally. And before the stands had emptied at the
Scotiabank Centre last Sunday afternoon, every
pundit in the GTA was commenting that for a
generation people would be asking, “Where
were you when Kawhi Leonard threw the
game- and series-winning basket against the
Philadelphia Seventy-Sixers?” Not only that,
some immediately compared the moment to
José Bautista’s bat flip home run against the
Texas Rangers in 2015? Another said that
Kawhi’s buzzer-beater was even more momen-
tous than Joe Carter’s “Touch ’em all Joe,”
homer in the Blue Jays’ World Series win in
1993.

OK, I get it. But hold on a second. Does it
have to be the biggest point, the most impor-
tant score, the most legendary moment? What
about Jozy Altidore’s 67th-minute goal in the
Toronto Football Club’s 2017 first ever MLS
Cup victory? What about Bobby Baun’s bro-
ken-ankle goal that earned the Toronto Maple
Leafs the 1964 Stanley Cup? Or, just as iconic,
how about the Bill Barilko overtime goal, that
gave the Leafs the Cup in 1951? Why is it we’re
expected to instantaneously place everything
that happens into a greatest, wildest, most
unique category?
Whatever happened to sober second thought

and maybe – on analysis – the realization that
what just happened may not be the greatest,
wildest, most unique ever? What is it with our
expectation that we always have to have the de-
finitive answer right away? I remember the as-
sassination attempt on President Ronald
Reagan, back in 1981. The president had just
emerged from a luncheon speech and was re-
sponding to reporters’ questions en route to his
limousine. John Hinckley Jr. began shooting at
the president’s entourage. First reports said that
James Brady, Reagan’s press secretary, had been
shot, but that Reagan had not. In the live news
coverage of the moment, ABC anchor Frank

Reynolds is heard shouting at an individual off-
screen.

“Speak up,” he calls. Then, Reynolds, a close
friend of James Brady’s, is told that Brady had
died of a head wound in the shooting. Then,
Reynolds is told the death report is erroneous,
and on-camera the news anchor becomes visi-
bly upset and reacts.

“Let’s get this nailed down … Somebody …
Let’s find out!” he shouts live on air. “Let’s get
it straight, so we can report this thing accu-
rately.” 

When I first got into broadcasting, I worked
the graveyard shift on the radio. Because our
resources were limited, our time even more so,
and our reporting staffs non-existent, all too
often those of us writing newscasts resorted to
pulling content from the Broadcast News or
Canadian Press wire service. Our copy rolled
out of the teletype machine, like toilet paper
from a dispenser and during those seconds we
had before we went live to air, those of us in
the newsroom simply resorted to rushing to the
news wire machine, scrolling off a sufficient
number of stories, tearing them from the ma-
chine and dashing to the microphone to read
what was on the paper. The process was known
as “rip and read,” as we grabbed the paper and
read it cold. In other words, nobody vetted the
stories. Nobody considered their accuracy or
whether they were factual or not. And nothing
was edited unless live on the fly. And we
thought that kind of journalism was bad.
Today, if a news agency cannot get a piece of

news video recorded on a cell phone, edited
into a 10-second clip, scripted and streamed on
air on a news application in micro-seconds, the
newsroom, newspaper, broadcast outlet or on-
line news source is considered a failure. If it’s
happening now, you’d better have it online a
second later.

I understand how important getting your
news instantly (and everything else for that
matter) has become. I recognize that young
people (and others) demand immediate grati-
fication. And we all seem to pander to that per-
ceived need. But do you think maybe we could
pause a second or two, and introduce some re-
flection and perspective on these things before
passing judgement? And when we do that,
maybe we’ll find that Kawhi Leonard’s game-
ending shot last Sunday has significance, yes.
But so too does Jozy Altidore’s goal, and Joe
Carter’s homer and Bill Barilko’s Cup-clincher.
Use superlatives, but keep them in perspective.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Superlatives if necessary...

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

OUR GARDEN CENTRE IS BLOOMING WITH COLOUR!

$666ONLY
Save Over 30%!

each

#33-3588Reg. $9.99

6-Pack Wave Petunias
(assorted colours)

$674ONLY
Save over 30%!

each

#33-4808

1 Gallon Hostas

OUR GARDEN CENTRE IS OPEN VICTORIA DAY MONDAY, MAY 20th FROM 8am - 4:30pm
Reg. $9.99

or 3 for
$20!

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Make a decision, already
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., May 16: Celebrity Server

Day at Boston Pizza. Featuring the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary. 11
a.m. - 8 p.m. Ten per cent of sales do-

nated to the Auxiliary. 
Thurs., May 16: USS Remem-
brance Tour Celebration Evening.
USS Cafeteria, 6:30 p.m. Student
videos, reflections & tribute projects fol-
lowing their Remembrance Tour to
France, Belgium and the Netherlands. All
are welcome to attend.  
Sat., May. 18: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 5+ km moderate pace hike. Meet at
the roadside parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., May 18: North Durham Na-
ture Frog Stroll. Uxbridge Country-
side Preserve, 8 p.m. Learn how to
identify frogs by call. Download the On-
tario Nature Reptile/Amphibian Atlas
app or Toronto Frog App  on your cell-
phone before the night. Dress warmly,
flashlight with red cover (plastic ) pre-
ferred. No pets. Pre-register ndna-
ture7@gmail.com or -905-852-5432
Sun., May 19: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 1 p.m. Countryside
Preserve. Slow, 4km, 2hr wildflower na-
ture walk #2. Preregister. Meet at conser-
vation parking lot behind Walmart at
south end of Uxbridge off Hwy 47. Con-
tact: Derek Connelly (H) 905 852 5432;
cell/text 647 965 8765
Sun., May 19: North Durham Na-
ture Walk. Uxbridge Countryside Pre-
serve behind Rona/Walmart, 1 p.m. An

opportunity to observe the emerging
Spring ephemerals. Bring your field
guide, camera. ORTA shared walk. No
pets. Pre-registration at
ndnature7@gmail.com or  call 905-852-
5432

NEXT WEEK
Tues., May 21: Seniors Chicken
Dinner. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 12
noon. Chicken Dinner catered by Mary
Evans. Tickets $10 for members, avail-
able at the Community Care office. Only
80 tickets available. Deadline Fri., May
17.  Sorry, no ticket sales at the door.
Sat., May 25: Plant Sale in Clare-
mont. Claremont Garden Club's
annual plant sale, parking lot of the
Old Brock Café at 1716 Central St. in
Claremont, 8 to 11 a.m. Most plants will
be $3. A complete list of the plants for
sale will be on the club's website
www.claremontgardenclub.ca.
Sat., May 25: Greenbank Folk
Music Society presents a Jackson
Delta Reunion. Greenbank Hall, 8
p.m. Opening is Lotus Wight. Tickets $35
from Blue Heron Books in Uxbridge; P O
E Design in Port Perry, or call 905-985-
8351. www.greenbankfolkmusic.ca  
Sun., May 26: Pine Grove Church
Spring Anniversary Service, 3
p.m. Message and music by The Reflec-
tions and Brian Evans. For information,
call 905-852-7372. 

UPCOMING
Tues., May 28: North Durham
Nature presents Life at the Edge:
Habitat, Heat, and Herpetologi-
cal Pursuits on the Canadian
Shield. Scugog Memorial Library,  Port
Perry, 7 p.m. The Five-lined Skink is the
only lizard in eastern Canada, learn the
challenges of documenting the movement
and activity of this fast reptile! 
Wed., May 29: Uxbridge-Scott
Historical Society Annual Gen-
eral Meeting. Uxbridge Historical
Centre (Museum) School House, 7 p.m. 

This is an election year for the following
positions: President, Vice-President, Sec-
retary, Treasurer, and 2 Directors at
Large. If you have any questions or inter-
est in these positions, please email
board@ushs.ca. All current and future
members welcome. Donations welcome
at the door. Light refreshments will be
available.
Thurs., May 30: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch. Good-
wood United Church, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
for soup, homemade bread, dessert and
beverage - $5.   
Fri., May 31: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club Spaghetti Dinner.
Udora Hall. Enjoy all you can eat
spaghetti, garlic bread with a salad and
dessert.  Adults $15. Children 7 - 12, $5,
under 5 are free.
Sat., June 1: Antiques ID Clinic,
Uxbridge Historical Centre, 10 a.m., 1
p.m. and 2:30 p.m. Participants $25, up
to 3 items. Observers $8. Do you have
family treasures, antique furniture, or
unique items in your home? Would you
like to learn more about them? Our An-
tique ID Clinic is the place for you! 
Sat., June 1: 49th Annual tour of
Homes, 12 noon - 5 p.m. Hosted by
Trinity United Church Women. Tickets
$20 in advance, $25 on day of tour. Tea
& cookies available at the church. Slip-
pers must be worn in the homes. For tick-
ets contact 905-852-6213.
Sat., June 1: Dan Clancy perform-
ing solo with acoustic guitar.
Greenbank United Church, 7 p.m. to sup-
port accessibility project. Tickets $25.
Call 905-985-4504 or 905-985-2090.  
Fri., June 7: Blood Donor Clinic.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30
p.m. Hosted by the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge.

COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

HAVE A PET? WE HAVE RAW PET FOOD!
1/2 PRICE THIS WEEK

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Letters, from page 4

Even if Council had the will to re-
vive the downtown vision, any joy
could be snuffed out by the pol-
lution visual, auditory and olfac-
tory of the monster trucks that
thunder along Brock St.

Let’s dream big and hold Coun-
cil to that Official Plan adopted
10 years ago. Quality of life is
about more than the business
model. Since Council has already
paid over market value for the
Coffee Time and convenience
store, they are in for the penny -
let them show us what they are
made of and go for the pound.
Build that sweet little oasis park
with fountain and flowers, open
up our lovely brook and build a
bridge over it that will NOT hold
those belching dinosaurs. Solve
two problems in one fell-swoop.
To Council, you were elected be-

cause we wanted change for the
better! Show us you have vision
and guts to make our community
more enjoyable. The high taxes we
pay should do more than put staff
on the Sunshine List. 

Saundra Reiner
Uxbridge

A Man & A Brush
Painting Service Beyond
Perfection

Interior & Exterior Painting
Concrete & Drywall Repairs
Powerwash & Window Cleaning

I am not happy until you are.

r.taverner@hotmail.com
705 761 4608

Passed away peacefully at the Markham-Stou5ville Hospital on
Wednesday May 8, 2019, at the age of 61. Beloved Wife of
Alan. Loving mother of Tanya and Rachel. Dear Nanny of
Jordan and Nicholas. Daughter of the late Stan and
Pauline Noble. Lynda is survived by her siblings;
Susan, Ron, Don, and predeceased by brother
Steven. 
Arrangements entrusted to the Low and Low
Funeral Home (905-852-3073). Following
Lynda’s wishes, cremation has taken
place. For online condolences, visit
www.lowandlow.ca
“Gone but not forgotten, our angel”

KERRIGAN,
Lynda Diana

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office

Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Tel (905) 839-2878  •  Toll Free 1-844-275-2860

Fax (905) 839-2423
Email  jennifer.oconnell@parl.gc.ca

Proud to serve our community!

Jennifer
O’Connell

Member of Parliament

ronnobleinsurance.com
Home • Automobile • Farm • Commercial • Recreational

Uxbridge:
905-852-3309

or 
1-800-263-2005

Andrea Worr and Lisa Lewis,
proudly representing…
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SERVICES
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence need
repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is
too small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2-year written warranty, free estimates.
For all your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  5/30
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. For all
your grass cutting needs! Call for your free quote.
Seniors’ discount. Call RoseMarie at 905-862-2644.
5/16   
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR. Frameless
shower doors. Shower conversion. Cabinet refacing.
Painting. Full project start to finish in-house, no sub-
contractors. Call Mark at 647-385-7334.   5/30
D.J. PAVING GTA. Paving, cut and patch, repairs,
cracks, sealing, gravel and stone work. 905-904-
3769   5/23
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!    
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home  for
elementary, high school, college and university
students. I also tutor adults who wish to improve
their Mathematics and Literacy skills.  905-852-
1145.  5/30
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing + mould.
Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot lights.
Bobcat. 46 years’ experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).
5/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 16 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit
home-watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.

Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram
- HomeWatchUxbridge   5/30

FOR SALE
QUARTZ CRYSTAL SINGING BOWLS, Tibetan
bowls. Crystal tuning forks. Chimes. Meditation
supplies, cushions, gemstone malas. Private 'Sound
Spa' sessions. Group Sound Meditations for
relaxation and restoration. www.malalam.ca  905-
473-1672   6/20

PERGOLA PIECES. P.T. 22 each 2” x 6” x 7’5”
with horizontals. No posts. Unfinished. 1 year old.
Could be a deck. $120. delivered. Call 905-852-
9842.   5/16

HOUSE CONTENTS FOR SALE, including colonial
furniture, chest freezer, shelving unit, bar and TV
cabinets. 905-862-2546.   5/16

FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT in Uxbridge. Call 905-862-
3885. Ask for Patti.   5/16

HELP WANTED
PERMANENT PART-TIME POSITION
AVAILABLE IN UXBRIDGE OPTOMETRY
OFFICE. We are looking for a reliable, positive
individual to join our established office in downtown
Uxbridge. This is a job share position that totals
about 48 hours each 2-week period; the ability to
add hours to cover for illness, holidays, etc., is
required, as well as working some Saturday
mornings and possibly one evening a week. Lots of
variety in the job, including reception, bookings,
eyeglass repair & fitting, and frame fitting and sales.
Training provided. We need someone who is enjoys
working with people and is easy to get along with,
is punctual and has good attention to detail.  This is
NOT a student position. Please apply by e-mail to
uxbridgevisioncare@gmail.com, attention Linda,
and include in subject line: Job Application    5/23
STABLE HAND NEEDED. 2 hours per day,

Monday to Friday, afternoons. Needed to finish
mucking out stalls, bringing in and feeding 7 well-
behaved horses. Between Udora & Zephyr. Email
pmm2057@hotmain.com.   5/23
AZ, DZ, OR D LICENSE: 26’ Straight truck
and/or tractor trailer with experience. Part-time,
possible full time. Clean drivers abstract, Stouffville
to GTA and outskirts. All skidded work, potential to
work in warehouse as well as drive. Doug 416-677-
4700.   5/23
DO YOU LOVE DOGS AS MUCH AS WE DO?
Come and join us!  We are looking to fill a full time
& a part time position. Visit us first at:
www.dogsatcamp.com/work-with-us then email
your resumé to gta@dogsatcamp.com. Looking for
mature & dedicated candidates. Must have a vehicle
& be available to work some holidays and
weekends. 5/16 
BARN HELP REQUIRED for small
breeding/boarding farm minutes from Uxbridge.
Riding privileges available. Weekends and some
weekdays. Email milestonefarmhorses@gmail.com
or text (416) 278-8168.   5/30
PART-TIME EXPERIENCED STYLIST with colour
& cutting knowledge. Text at artisticstop.com or call
905-852-7391. Also, hairdressing apprenticeship
available. Some experience. 905-852-7391   5/16

EVENTS
LYNN MCDONALD PRESENTS Bill McBirnie,
Flute, and Bernie Senensky, Grand Piano. Sat., May
25, Church of the Ascension, 266 North St., Port
Perry. Doors open 7 p.m. Tickets available at Eco
Port, 180 Queen St.   5/23

YARD SALES
MOVING SALE: Saturday, May 18 and Sunday,
May 19, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Rain or shine. 41
Ewen Drive., Uxbridge. Everything must go!
GARAGE SALE: Sat., May 18, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 92
Oakside Dr., Uxbridge. Many Items available!
FIRST AVENUE YARD SALE: Sat., May 25, 8
a.m. - 12 noon. Many households participating.
Antiques & beautiful junk! Rain Date Sat., June 1.

FREE
FREE TO GOOD HOME: 1 Antique wooden bed
(double) with brass knobs, and heavy iron frame.
1 small office desk. Interested party must pick these
items up. Call 905-477-9700 ext. 228 for details.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“I will bless you with a future
filled with hope - a future of
success, not of suffering.”

Matthew 27:50

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES
STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2
Car Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1
Now Open! 2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hard-
wood Flooring, Ceramic Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-
1678 Carrie Bergeron, Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

COMING SOON
3 bdrm, 3 bath townhouse.

Finished basement.
Updated fenced yard.

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 416-500-6377

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 905-903-7965

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

WATERFRONT PROPERTY
Hard bottom sandy beach. Wagner’s Lake. Near end of
road. Fixer upper; 2+1 bedrooms. Full partially finished

walkout basement. Approximately 1/2 acre. 
FOR YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS, CALL MARIE

at 416-970-8979.
Not intended to solicit buyer/sellers under contract.

4+1 Bedroom 4 Bath 3100 Square Foot Home
Located in Aurora Highlands.  This Home Has Been
Well Maintained, Shows Very Well And Is Close To All
Amenities.  As A Bonus This Home Features A Legal

Secondary Dwelling Unit.
Offered For Sale At $1,158,800

ADORABLE HOME ON THE PIGEON RIVER 
Spring Is Here!  Move in and enjoy the entire
summer. Omemee. 2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom.

Large in town lot with waterfront on the Pigeon
River. Watch the sunsets from your own dock.

Offered for sale at $399,900.

THINKING OF SELLING! 
The spring weather has buyers looking. Our last two
listings sold in multiple offers! Call/text for a free
comparative market analysis of your home and to
see how we can get your home sold quickly and for
top dollar. Now's the time to get it on the market.

25 FORESTED ACRES ADJOINING
GOLF COURSE 

End-to-end decking. 2-1/2 Storey Custom
Built. Walkout Basement. 

Gated Entrance. New Driveway.

THINKING OF SELLING?
Please feel free to contact me for a

confidential and complimentary Comparative
Market Analysis of Your Home
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Please contact one of our 
First Link Counsellors  1-888-301-1106 
Michelle Pepin, ext. 5224 or Simone Ma, ext. 5241
or email information@alzheimerdurham.com to schedule an appointment at any of the locations listed here.

Satellite offices open 
in North Durham
Arrange to meet family support staff at one of our new
satellite offices in Port Perry, Beaverton or Uxbridge.  

PORT PERRY:
Located at Revera Port Perry Villa on 15987 Simcoe St.
2nd Wednesday of every month from 
8:30 a.m.- 12 noon.

UXBRIDGE:
*NEW LOCATION* Uxbridge Office is now at Trinity
United Church on 20 First Avenue. 
Last Tuesday of every month from 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon.

BROCK:
Please note our North Durham office in Cannington 
has CLOSED.
Visit us at our NEW location in Beaverton:
Brock Community Health Centre                  
720 Simcoe Street, Room 117A
3rd Wednesday of every month from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


