
IT’S A BIRD, IT’S A PLANE, IT’S ... Cosmos cartoonist John Wood soaring into action in a skit from the 2019 production of uxperience! The popular variety show
lands on the Uxbridge Music Hall stage tonight (Thursday) and features only four shows, closing Saturday night. This year’s theme - Ux-tra Ordinary People - Not All Heroes
Wear Capes - is helped along here by Rich Helm (left), Anita Jacques, and Sherry Wilson.  For show details, see ad page 3 or visit uxperience.ca Photo by John Cavers

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital got a boost last
Thursday, April 25, when the Ontario govern-
ment announced a million-dollar investment
in the local healthcare centre.

MPP for Pickering-Uxbridge Peter Bethlen-
falvy made the announcement in the lobby of
the hospital, surrounded by staff and represen-
tatives from both the Markham Stouffville
Hospital (MSH) and the Uxbridge site. During
his remarks, he pointed out that the local hos-
pital is a “central part of our community,” and
that the provincial government would continue
to “invest in essential health care projects for
the people of Durham Region.”
The provincial government is investing $175

million in 128 hospitals across the province
through the Health Infrastructure Renewal

Fund. The money is to be used for repairs and
upgrades, which is certainly the case for
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. The $1,060,000
million that the hospital received will, accord-
ing to MSH president and CEO Jo-anne Marr,
go towards the work that has been ongoing at
the hospital. There have been renovations to
the exterior bricks and mortar, general electrical
system upgrades, repairs to sewer lines, and,
going forward, a new water main system will
be installed. A review and upgrade of the “life
safety system, including fire” will also occur.

“We are grateful for the support of the gov-
ernment through this funding program to ad-
dress these urgent repair needs. Maintaining
the current hospital, while we move foward
with our planning and modernization of the
site, is critical to our ability to provide a safe
and healthy environment for staff and physi-

cians, who in turn deliver high quality care to
our patients and the Uxbridge community,”
says Marr. “Thank you! We won’t let you
down!”
Mayor Dave Barton, who joked about having

been born in Uxbridge Cottage Hospital,
echoed both Bethlenfalvy’s and Marr’s com-
ments in saying that the investment from the
government “ensures that the Uxbridge Cot-
tage Hospital can continue to provide much-
needed care for our community.”

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital provides around
20 beds, is overseen by approximately 25 physi-
cians, and is run by over 130 staff. More than
218 volunteers also contribute its running. The
hospital runs several diagnostic services and
provides emergency care to the area.

For more information on the hospital, visit
www.msh.on.ca/our-sites/uxbridge-site

Hospital gets a shot in the arm with $1 million investment

Agricultural, mixed bush, stream and pond. Located a few minutes
north of downtown Uxbridge. Updated 2 storey 
home. 3 bedroom, 3 baths. Large eat-in kitchen
(updated) with breakfast bar. Pellet stove.
Walkout to deck. Spacious living room 
with 2 walkouts. Formal dining room.
Master bedroom. 5pc ensuite 
Oversized 3 car 
garage/workshop.
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Two road frontages, a 3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom home in 
good condition, with main floor 
family room, main floor laundry, 

1/2 acre, rural zoning, large 
detached garage with hydro, 

direct access to transportation  
routes, close to GTA. 

Offered for sale at $589,900. 
Call today to arrange for your 
personal tour.  416-970-8979  

ww.mariepersaud.ca
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Have you played a musical instru-
ment in the past and thought about
playing in a band again? Is the trum-
pet from your high school days sit-
ting in a closet collecting dust? e
Uxbridge Community Concert Band
(UCCB) could be just your thing!
e UCCB is busy preparing for its

27th season beginning Wednesday,
May 22, and it’s looking for musi-
cians. e only criteria to join the
band is to have played a band instru-
ment for more than two years - it
doesn’t matter how rusty you may
think you are. Some say it is like rid-
ing a bike...you never forget how!

e UCCB welcomes all instru-
ments, and is especially hoping for
additional clarinets, trumpets and
percussion.
Registration can be completed at the

first rehearsal on Wednesday, May
22, in room 148 (the music room) at
Uxbridge Secondary School.

If you are interested in joining and
would like more information, please
send us an email to uccb@power-
gate.ca   See you on May 22!

by Roger Varley

Awards were handed out at the
Uxbridge Bruins annual banquet on
Monday night, with goalie Ryan Mc-
Conkey taking the top honour of
most valuable player for the 2018-19
season.
McConkey, from Ajax, was with the

Bruins for four years, although he
didn't play in any games in his first
year. In the following three years, he

played 78 regular season games with
a goals-against average of 2.88 and
28 playoff games with an average of
3.08. In the 2018-19 season, he
played 32 games, won 23, lost seven
and tied one, finishing with two
shutouts and an average of 2.40.

He was one of four players ending
their Junior careers with the Bruins.
Captain Aiden Reilly, defenceman
omas Sheedy and forward Robert
Freckelton will also be hanging up
their Bruins jerseys. Reilly played a
total of 230 games over five years,
scoring 164 points; Sheedy played 85
games over two years with 14 points
and Freckelton scored 55 points in
115 games over three years.
Cole Bremner was named most im-

proved player, Toby Cooper won the
Ron Cordingly Memorial Trophy
(the Bruins' version of the Lady Byng
trophy) and Daniel Giorgio was
picked as rookie of the year. e Ivan
Cox Memorial Award for best de-
fenceman was earned by Matthew
Hunter, the coaches award went to
Freckelton and the Spirit of the Bru-
ins Award, presented by the Cosmos
and Vince's Market, went to Aiden
Reilly.

A special presentation of a limited
edition Bruins coat was made to
equipment manager Corey Stemp to
mark his 40 years with the team.
Kevin Vander Geest, who has three
children under the age of four, will
be stepping down as assistant general
manager but will continue as a mem-
ber of the board.
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McConkey named Bruins MVP as team closes out the season

AWARD-WINNING BRUINS - From left: Most Valuable Player Ryan McConkey, Toby Cooper
(Ron Cordingly Memorial Trophy), Rookie of the Year Daniel Giorgio, Aiden Reilly (Spirit of the
Bruins Award), Most Improved Player Cole Bremner, Matthew Hunter (Ivan Cox Memorial Award),
and Robert Freckleton (Coaches Award).                                                  Photo by John Cavers

Huck Finn Fishing Day 2019
The weather outside was frightful, but that did-
n’t stop fishing fans from attending the Huck
Finn Fishing Derby last Saturday morning. Left:
Town Crier Bill McKee graciously welcomes MP
Jennifer O’Connell to town, while Mayor Dave
Barton chuckles behind. Below: attendance may
have been down but fish were caught! 

Photos by John Cavers

UCCB wants YOU!



Ontario’s 2019 Budget is a clear plan
to return our province to fiscal bal-
ance by 2023-24, building on the
200 initiatives our government has
implemented since being elected less
than a year ago. We remain focused
on what is critical, or as the title of
the Budget conveys, “Protecting
What Matters Most.” 
Our province faces significant fiscal

challenges, burdened with a $15 bil-
lion deficit and $343 billion debt
from the previous government. 
A central component of building an

impactful Budget was through our
pre-budget consultations. We went
directly to you, the people of
Durham, and asked how our govern-
ment could reduce red tape and im-
prove core public programs and
services. ese local consultations
helped our government identify
budget priorities in our community
and across the province. 
As a starting point, Finance Minis-

ter Vic Fedeli and Education Minis-
ter Lisa ompson recently visited
Pickering, where they unveiled one
of the most flexible child care initia-
tives ever in Ontario. 

e new Ontario Childcare Access
and Relief from Expenses (CARE)
tax credit would provide relief for
about 300,000 families with up to
75 per cent of their eligible childcare
expenses, and allow families choice

around a broad range of childcare
options, including care in daycare
centres, homes and camps. is
credit will allow parents to offset
child care expenses they may incur
when starting a new job, taking on
longer hours, or going back to
school.

Our government also committed
up to $1 billion over the next five
years to create up to 30,000 childcare
spaces in schools, including approx-
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Judi Freeman and Kayleigh Hickey,
proudly representing…

Across
1  Strong wind
5  MP vote
8  Flabbergast
12  Bearing
13  Solemn promise
14  Prodigious
15  Horse's gait
16  Seeing ability
18  Spray
20  Fasten
23  Expression of boredom
27  Break down
31  Garden water device
32  Preceding period
33  Pouts
35  Come together
36  Harvest
38  2nd smallest state
40  ____ metabolism
42  Wash out
43  Emblem related
47  Carbon ___
50  Southwest Asian
54  Medicinal berry
55  Oval object
56  Sports award
57  Pots and __
58  Shag rug
59  Woman of distinction

Down
1  Universal time, for short
2  Make public
3  Singer, Sayer

4  Require
5  Say it's so
6  Stringed toy
7  Lady sheep
8  Civil War battle site
9  Harbor craft
10  "Bleah!"
11  Safety device
17  Musical scale note
19  Final, e.g.
20  Sharp
21  Cuplike depression
22  Dog biters
24  Winner of nine golf majors
25  Facebook members
26  Row
28  I- ___: musical device
29  Take to court
30  Seafood delicacy
34  Hindu dress
37  Regional dialect in France
39  Distasteful
41  Bagels' sidekick
44  Stadium section
45  Innovative
46  Prefix with phone
47  Globe
48  Edible tuber
49  Bread served with korma
51  The land that was made for 

you & me
52  Engine speed, for short
53  Colorant

NEED A MEETING SPACE? 
TRY THE NEW HQ

Meeting/Presentation
Room with Equipment

WiFi - Street Level Access
Downtown Uxbridge 

Call 905-852-6686 or email
unghq@uxbridge.com for
pricing and information

Provincial updates
column by Peter Bethlenfalvy, MPP

Protecting what matters most

imately 10,000 spaces in new
schools. is investment will make
life easier for parents and families by
helping them find more affordable
childcare.
We’re also introducing a dental pro-

gram for low-income seniors. By late
summer 2019, single seniors with in-
comes of $19,300 or less and without
existing dental benefits, will receive
dental services in public health units,
community health centres, and Abo-
riginal Health Access Centres
throughout the province.

e Budget outlines our vision for
how we will continue to focus on
keeping our promises to the people
of Durham, while putting Ontario
back on a path to balance so that we
can protect vital public services for
this and future generations. 
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For years now, the absolute need
for a sidewalk or paved pathway
the length of Cemetery Rd. has
been put on the back burner. We
have been told it’s a top priority
and yet nothing has been done.
There are houses (and families) on
both sides of Cemetery Rd., with
three new ones [houses] to be built
at the east end, and an enclave of
several residences at the southwest
end. 

Lowering the speed limit does
nothing to ensure pedestrian
saftety. Uxbridge seems to have
money for projects not related to
public safety. Young and old walk
this road to access Kawartha Dairy,
Zehrs, Canadian Tire, Walmart
and the bus stop on Hwy. 47
(many elderly have special needs).

Since the road is “closed” at one
end, would it not be the perfect
time to place a sidewalk? We may
be the Trail Capital but certainly
are not a sidewalk capital! I assume
the project at the southwest end of
Cemetery Rd. will provide side-
walks there - am I wrong?

Bev Marshall
Uxbridge

Thanks, Lisha, for a great column
about 16-year old Greta Thunberg
of Sweden [“A Blonde Moment,”
April 25 edition]. 

Greta  spends every Friday
protesting the fact adults are put-
ting her generation’s future at seri-
ous risk by not taking the climate
crisis seriously. “You lied to us. You
gave us false hope. You told us that
the future was something to look
forward to,” she recently told
British MPs. 

Inspired by Greta, school kids
and their supporters in more than
100 countries have spent their Fri-

days out of school saying there’s no
point in studying for a future
when no one is doing enough to
save that future. This has been
going for months without much
media attention. Thousands of sci-
entists around the world are pub-
licly supporting the school strikers,
saying  the “concerns of young
protesters are justified.”
This Friday, May 3, hundreds of

thousands of school kids in 540
cities and towns around the world
will go on strike to demand adults
take action to protect their future.
Communities across Canada will
join in. The closest to Uxbridge is
Brooklin High School, 20 Carn-
with Drive West in Brooklin, start-
ing at noon. Toronto’s climate
strike will have David Suzuki as a
speaker and a march on Queens
Park. For more information, visit
www.fridaysforfuture.ca

In Australia, it’s expected more
school kids will go on strike on
May 3 than the 150,000 who
walked out of school two months
ago. Their demands: No new fossil
fuels and one hundred per cent re-
newable energy by 2030.

Each of us can reduce our use of
fossil fuels because it is the right
thing to do for our children’s and
grandchildren’s futures. And acting
together, we can make major
changes that benefit us all. Imag-
ining that we could have a solar-
powered electric train travelling
from Uxbridge to Toronto is the
first step in making it happen. 

Stephen Leahy
Environmental Journalist

Uxbridge

We who live in the Uxbridge area
can be truly proud of our extensive
trail network.

Since moving to town in 2003, I
have had the good fortune to hike
many of these trails south of town
with like-minded individuals,
many of whom belong to Oak
Ridges Trail Association, or
“ORTA”. Rarely do we encounter
much refuse/garbage on these
hikes.
Living in Sandy Hook, I also fre-

quently walk The Great Trail out
to Lake Ridge Road and beyond.
Recently I have noticed, to my dis-
may, many bright blue bags full of
dog waste littering the wetland
area just off the trail; some of these
thrown into ponds. I gathered up
no fewer than eight of these non-
compostable bags the other day
and placed them in the garbage
where they belong!
I only hope that the individual(s)

responsible will take heed and
carry out their dog waste in the fu-
ture. Then perhaps we can enjoy
nature as it was intended!

Noel Carey
Sandy Hook

Bev Northeast misunderstood my
letter [Letters to the Editor, April
25 edition]. I did not say I disagree
with the location of the [proposed]
Grainboys [mill]. What I said was,
I understand that location is the
issue with some Goodwood-ites. I
myself don’t have a problem with
it. 

I also understand Grainboys
doesn’t deal with farmers directly
but deals through brokers such as
Queensville Farm Supply.

Alex Sanderson
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

We were so happy to see such a splash being made for our little hospital last
Thursday afternoon. The Uxbridge Cottage Hospital can really seem like
small potatoes when it comes to looking at healthcare infrastructure in On-
tario; LHINs are being amalgamated, hospitals are partnering and becoming
larger and larger - our hospital is itself part of a larger network overseen by
Markham Stouffville Hospital (MSH). But we are mighty, and this town will,
for the most part, do anything it takes to keep the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
site of MSH open and alive. And $1,060,000 will certainly help.

We have to admit, we were a little skeptical at the initial announcement -
just how far, really, is $1 million going to go? We were heartened to hear Jo-
anne Marr, the president and CEO of Markham Stouffville Hospital, answer
that question with a smile and simply say, “Oh, we will certainly be lobbying
for continued investment.” As if to say “that won’t be all we’re getting, not if
we have our way!” 
We like her attitude. The upgrades that are currently occurring are certainly

needed, and more are waiting in the wings. But this $1 million plus at least
proves that Uxbridge Cottage Hospital is on the provincial government’s
radar, and that it’s worth investing in. We knew that all along, but it’s nice to
know the big guns agree.

—————
A drive through downtown Uxbridge will show you that the dirty deed is fi-
nally done - the former homes of Uxbridge Shoes and the Uxbridge Youth
Centre are no more. Without much fanfare (but a heck of a lot of noise), the
two buildings on Brock Street West came down last week, making way for
work on the culvert project to really ramp up. Judging by all the flooding
that’s been going on all over the province and in Quebec, they might want
to get a move on on this project, as its need is going to be felt sooner than
later.

We don’t have an updated schedule on what is going to be de-constructed
or worked on yet, but stay tuned - we’ve a whole summer of it ahead of us. 

—————
Last Saturday certainly wasn’t the nicest April 27 on record weather-wise, but
that didn’t stop die-hard fisher-folk and music lovers from getting outside
and taking in what Uxbridge had on offer, and that was great to see. The an-
nual Huck Finn Fishing Derby certainly saw decreased numbers, but what
was lacking in fishing poles was made up for in smiles. And just think of all
the fish that are now still in Elgin Pond! The second annual Springtide Music
Festival appeared to be a big hit - fans of homegrown musical talent bundled
up in down jackets, mitts and toques (that should have long since been put
away) and made their way to various venues around town to take in the tunes.
It was interesting that even band members were wrapped up in their winter
best while performing - the show must go on!

Blue Heron Books was bustling too, with pop-up performers from
Springtide performing, Shakespeare being presented in the studio out back,
and celebrating Canadian Independent Bookstore day too!

We’ve said it before, we’ll say it again. What an amazing bunch of people
out there, doing so much for our amazing little hospital, our youth, the res-
idents, our town in general. Damn, we’re good.  

Our two cents
A big fish in an even bigger pond

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.



Thursday, May 2, 20195The Uxbridge Cosmos

Every four years, we trudge to the polls to elect
a federal government, a provincial government
and a municipal government. I use the word
"trudge" because most people who bother to
vote appear to do so grudgingly. Meanwhile,
vast numbers of voters don't even bother cast-
ing a ballot.

Of those who do vote, especially in federal
and provincial elections, I would suggest the
majority have absolutely no idea what any
party platforms are about or what qualifica-
tions the candidates offer. To most, they sim-
ply cast their vote at the alphabet: L or C or
NDP. The quality of political debate in the
country - (and I'm talking about the populace
here: we all know the quality of debate in the
legislatures is dismal) - can readily be seen in
the comment sections following stories posted
on the Internet by many media outlets. Re-
gardless of the issue being discussed, the com-
ments usually descend into calling each other
"Libtards" or "Conbots."
To some extent, I suppose, the voters can be

excused. After all, Doug Ford was elected pre-
mier of Ontario without even bothering to
offer a platform other than "buck a beer" and
federal Conservative leader Andrew Scheer,
facing his first national election since becom-
ing leader of that party, has yet to come up
with anything even resembling a platform and
the election is only six months away.
Nevertheless, fumbling around by the politi-

cians themselves notwithstanding, voters have
to take the blame for the current state of affairs
across Canada and, indeed, around the world.
What were Americans thinking when they
elected as president a crude, self-serving, big-
oted snake-oil salesman? What were Filipinos
thinking when they elected as president a
crude, murdering thug? What were the people
of Ontario thinking when they elected as pre-
mier an alleged former drug dealer whose only
political experience came as a one-term
Toronto councillor?

It seems obvious to me that they weren't
thinking. How many people do you imagine
voted for Ford simply because of his call for
"buck a beer?" They sure weren't thinking
about cutting spending to education, health,
the environment, social services, etc. Probably
because Ford never mentioned it. You can al-
most bet a dollar to a donut that if a party of-
fers no platform publicly, it's because they
don't want the voters to know what they're
planning.

Of course, many people vote simply to get
rid of the party already in power. That's un-
derstandable, but it usually means re-electing
a party that was dumped before, a case of out
of the frying pan into the fire and then back
again. Voters in Ontario had had enough of
Kathleen Wynne and her Liberals and their
15-year hold on power which started with
Dalton McGuinty. But the Liberals took
power in 2003 because voters had had enough
of Mike Harris and his Conservatives.
But if our elections are simply a never-ending

game of your turn-my turn with successive
governments trying to wipe out legislation
brought in by their predecessors, what's the
point? What is accomplished?
Maybe it's time someone suggested that vot-

ers in Canada should be required to take a
simple test to make sure they are qualified to
vote. Off the top of my head, I would suggest
the test comprise just two questions: name all
the candidates seeking election in your riding;
name one specific item offered in each of the
parties' platforms. Voters would get one
chance to answer. No do-overs until the next
election.
If a voter can't name the candidates or think

of one thing the candidates' parties are offer-
ing or promising, then he or she doesn't de-
serve to vote. To allow the completely
uninformed to help determine the course of
the province or the nation for the next four
years is practically akin to asking members of
a seniors club who they would choose as the
best hip-hop artist of the year.
Too often we hear politicians gripe about the

low turnout at the polls. They're always trying
to come with ideas to increase the number of
votes cast with never a thought given to the
engagement of the voters. Here is Uxbridge,
for the past few elections we have turned to
mail-in ballots as a way to increase the vote.
In the last municipal election, the return of
ballots was just slightly over 50 per cent,
which the bodies at the township office called
a success. As I've said before, if you get a ballot
in the mail and can't be bothered to fill it in
and return it to the mail box, you don't de-
serve to be on the voters' list.
It seems to me that voting is not only a priv-

ilege, it's a responsibility and you don't hand
over responsibility to someone who doesn't
know what's going on.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It served working people. It informed the mid-
dle class. It was founded on the notion that ac-
quiring knowledge should not have a price tag,
that books and periodicals and public lectures
ought to be universal. And its sister facilities
functioned successfully all across Canada. But
then came an administration that did not think
so highly of this public service.
“The public library has less relevance,” its then

administrator seemed to be saying. “It’s an in-
convenience.”

Oh, just a moment. I’ll bet you think I’m
speaking about our new Conservative govern-
ment? I guess you thought I was accusing the
current premier, Doug Ford, of calling On-
tario’s public libraries “inconvenient.”

No. Actually, the picture I’ve just painted in-
volved our public library, better known then –
about 1862 – as a Mechanics’ Institute. Origi-
nally founded three years before, Uxbridge’s
Mechanics’ Institute came into existence, ac-
cording to local historian Allan McGillivray’s
book Tales from the Uxbridge Valley, when en-
terprising individuals gathered at the town’s
Temperance Hall to organize public lectures,
assemble an array of some 143 books, and
make the talks and literature available at no cost
for the edification of the everyday townspeo-
ple.

“A borrower was given a certain amount of
time (to take and) to read a book and return
it,” McGillivray wrote. “Those who lived more
than a mile away were allowed double that
time.”

But when the Mechanics’ Institute’s first li-
brarian died, in 1862, the books were trans-
ferred to a local commissioner’s chambers and
as a result, allowing the public into his office to
borrow the books, became a problem. That’s
the inconvenience I referred to above. Al-
though, I find it an interesting parallel that the
current provincial government appears to be
treating Ontario’s libraries – particularly those
outside larger urban areas – as the 21st century
equivalent of that 1862 “inconvenience,” and
therefore not worth supporting. Ten days ago,
the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
Sport announced it would experience a $60
million cut, resulting in a halving of the budg-
ets for the Southern Ontario Library Service
and the Ontario Library Service-North. The
Toronto Star reached Barbara Franchetto, head
of the southern service.
“We’ve always tried to be more lean and more

effective,” she said. “But a 50 per cent cut …
will be significant.”

Culture Minister Michael Tibollo responded
by saying, “Libraries across Ontario continue
to receive funding … but after 15 years of reck-
less and out-of-touch Liberal government …
change is here.”

So, let’s look at what the current Conservative
administration considers reckless spending, or
to use my word “an inconvenience.” The
Uxbridge Public Library provides patrons with
unlimited access to online databases, as well as
OverDrive, World Almanac for Kids, FindMy-
Past and Ancestry.com, not to mention eBooks,
audiobooks, computers and guest Wi-Fi.
Rather important, I’d suggest, for students in
need of online access after school hours, not to
mention those who cannot afford high-end
smart phones and iPads. 
The library brings books to Uxbridge residents

who cannot get to the old Mechanics’ Institute
building on Toronto Street. It offers supervision
for students required to write tests outside a
classroom. There’s the provision of meeting
rooms (I’ve often used them to offer book
talks). And the library provides inter-library
loans … or at least it did until 10 days ago.
Thanks to the Ford government cuts, that serv-
ice is gone. And you can bet, as Ms. Franchetto
pointed out, there won’t be any new hires at the
library either. That would be, in the govern-
ment’s words, “reckless.”

About a week ago, I happened to be at the
main branch of the London Public Library for
a talk/presentation about one of my books.
(I’ve appeared similarly at public libraries in
Whitby, Owen Sound, Collingwood, Napanee,
Woodstock, Oshawa and Pickering, to name a
few.) While at the London library, I noticed
people – I suspected were homeless – receive
special attention from staff. Librarians (I over-
heard) were helping a man and a woman check
out job opportunities; they were also provided
a cup of coffee and use of the washrooms. Yup,
there’s another example of reckless spending, if
ever I saw it. 

Fortunately, as far back as the late 19th cen-
tury, some people in Uxbridge saw the Me-
chanics’ Institute as a valuable addition to the
town’s health, intelligence and prosperity. In
the 1880s, Joseph Gould, farmer, entrepreneur,
community leader and philanthropist, pro-
vided the land and the means to build it. It cost
$4,200 to construct, housed 5,000 books, and
launched what became a cornerstone of knowl-
edge, public interaction and service to a grow-
ing town in central Ontario. In fact, the
Institute caught the eye of the then minister of
education, George W. Ross (a Liberal who went
on to become Ontario’s fifth premier) to ap-
plaud such spending as the first in the province
for a town this size.
But, of course, such thinking and spending –

under the Doug Ford administration – would
undoubtedly be considered reckless and an in-
convenience.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Knowledge and service, an inconvenience?

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

TRUCKLOAD MULCH SALE! OUR GARDEN CENTRE IS OPEN!

$399ONLY
each

59-4930xReg. $6.99

Scotts Nature Scapes Mulch 56.6L
Black, Brown or Red

Great selection
of Trees, Shrubs
and Plants.
Fresh Stock
Arriving Daily!

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Time to test the voters



(***)

Watching the grand finale of e
Avengers franchise, I was acutely
aware that the film is absolutely critic
proof. It does not matter what any of
us say, this film is going to be a mas-
sive part of pop culture. Suffice to say
it is the most anticipated film of the
spring.
Readers are aware I am not a fan of

the genre; I believe we are over run
with superhero films. While I loved
e Dark Knight (2008) and consider
it a cinematic masterpiece, the only
others to come remotely close to that
level of genius have been the magnifi-
cent Wonder Woman (2017) and the
Oscar nominated Black Panther
(2018). ere have been a lot of mid-
dling films made in the superhero
genre, and a few stinkers, e Green
Lantern (2011) by far the worst. 

Endgame is a massive film, long at
three hours, but to the credit of the
actors, director and writers, the film
breezes by, never feeling 180 + min-
utes. Loaded with action, great visual
effects and familiar characters who
survived anos (Josh Brolin) and
his apocalyptic finger snap. So many
of the Avengers died with that snap,
including Black Panther, Dr. Strange,
Spider-Man, most of the Guardians
of the Galaxy and more. We watched
helplessly as many of them were
turned to dust as their friends
watched. Most haunting was the
death of Peter Parker, still a teenager,
falling down clutching Tony Stark
weeping that he did not want to go,
he did not want to die. It is amazing
how these characters, these super-
heroes created by Stan Lee, have
come to mean so much to audiences. 
Now, going forward with Endgame,

it is not to much of a spoiler to state
a great deal of the film is spent trying
to find a way to reverse the deaths
anos brought on. 

Let’s remember who survived. Iron
Man, or, Captain America, Black
Widow, Hawkeye, Rocket the rac-
coon from Guardians, the Hulk and
coming to help is Captain Marvel,
portrayed by Brie Larson fresh from
her own blockbuster, Captain Marvel
(2019).

e group forges a bond to find
anos and stop him, but also to try
and find a way to restore the lives of
their friends. 

Robert Downey Jr. has always por-
trayed Tony Stark/Iron Man with
just the right amount of humour,
cockiness and courage, but it was
gutsy enough to portray him as both
arrogant and sanctimonious. e
deaths of his friends has sobered him,
and there is a true sadness to Stark in
this film. It is the deepest Downey Jr.
has gone with his character, and he
proves to be the beating heart of the
Avengers. 
As Captain Marvel, who might hold

the key to defeating anos, Brie
Larson is a welcome addition to the
group. Standing tall, Larson is terrific
in the film, as expected. 

It is great to see Stark and Captain
America (Chris Evans) make peace
fora common fight, and Bruce Ban-
ner, badly beaten as Hulk by anos,
is traumatized but reaches down to
find his inner Hulk, exploding into
action. Mark Ruffalo has managed to
bring the humanity Eric Bana and
Edward Norton lacked as Bruce Ban-
ner and the big green guy, the Hulk.
Scarlett Johansson has been solid
throughout the series as the deadly
Black Widow, and Jeremy Renner is
outstanding, as always.

I am not going to spoil the film by
writing about the outcome and who
survives and who dies for good (well,
until the studio decides to recast
him/her in a new film). Never forget,
in 15 years three different actors have
portrayed Peter Parker/Spider-Man
over several films. Sometimes it
seems to make no difference who
wears the suit. I worry that in a short
time we will have a new Tony Stark,
Captain America; all of them recast
in a new Avengers. Let’s face it, the
film is a massive cash cow for Marvel
and Disney, and Disney is known for
its greed. 

I will give the film this much, it
never disappoints, and is a hugely
fine finish to the story of the
Avengers. Fans - in fact no one
watching the film - will be disap-
pointed. It is an emotional roller
coaster, a rollicking good time. 
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., May 2: Lunch ‘n’ Learn -
Feet Are For Life, with Laura Wat-
pool, RN, and Shabnam Jabrani, RD.  St.
Paul's Anglican Church. Program begins
at 12 noon with a pay-what-you-can
lunch catered by the Take-A-Break and
Anglican Church Women.  Speaker starts
at approximately 12:45.  Call 905-852-
7016 to reserve a seat. www.stpauls-
uxbridge.ca
Sat., May 4: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
5+ km moderate pace hike. Join us for
breakfast after the hike. Meet at the road-
side parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., May 4: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club 34th Annual Canoe
River Run. Zephyr Side Rd., start times
8 to 10:30 a.m. Register at udo-

raleaskdalelionsclub.ca
Sat., May 4: Rotary Club of
Uxbridge 11th Annual Scrap
Metal Day. Uxbridge Arena, 9 a.m. -
3 p.m. Just about anything metal will be
accepted: lawn furniture, pop/food cans
(bagged) , appliances, BBQs, pots, pans,
TV towers, metal windows, bed frames,
lawn mowers, wiring, auto parts, nuts &
bolts, etc. Also, electronic waste such as:
audio/video players & recorders, cam-
eras, cell phones, computers & peripher-
als, radios, turntables, monitors, printers,
and televisions. No household garbage,
glass, tires, propane tanks, dry cell bat-
teries (AA, C, etc.).
Sat., May 4: Spring Canoeing on
the Nonquon River. 12:30 p.m.
Max. 6 canoes. Dress appropriately.
Should have basic paddling skills. All
participants must have and wear a pfd.
No washrooms. Bring binoculars. No

pets. Pre-registration by emailing 
jay.thibert@sympatico.ca
Sun., May 5: Hike For Hospice,
supporting Oak Ridges Hospice
of Durham. Registration at 9:30 a.m.,
hike starts at 10:30 a.m. Register at
oakridgeshospice.com Cost: $20 to reg-
ister (kids under 18 are free). Includes a
BBQ lunch! Hike/walk suitable for all
ages and abilities, pet friendly! Your
choice of a 5K route through the
Uxbridge Trails and Historic Downtown
or a quick 1K walk through Elgin Park
Sun., May 5: North Durham Na-
ture Walk. Uxbridge Countryside Pre-
serve behind Rona/Walmart. 1 p.m. An
opportunities to observe emerging Spring
ephemerals (wildflowers). Checklist pro-
vided. No dogs, please. Contact Derek
ndnature7@gmail.com to preregister -
905-852-5432.
Sun., May 5: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 1 p.m. Countryside
Preserve. Slow, 4km, 2hr.wildflower na-
ture walk. Preregister. Meet at conserva-
tion parking lot behind Walmart at south
end of Uxbridge off Hwy. 47. Contact:
Derek Connelly (H) 905-852-5432;
cell/text 647-965-8765

NEXT WEEK
Sat., May 11: Everything Spring
Bazaar, Udora United Church, 9 a.m. -
2 p.m. Raffle, unique Mother’s Day gifts,
large variety of vendors.
Sat., May 11: St. Paul's Spring
Lasagna & Pasta Dinner. Continu-
ous serving from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Lower
Hall. Featuring fresh & cheesy lasagna,
pasta, Caesar salad, rolls, beverages,
and dessert. Adults $15, children (5-12)
$5, preschoolers free. Tickets available
at the door or in advance at the church.
stpauls-uxbridge.ca and on Facebook.  

UPCOMING
Mon., May 13: Claremont Gar-
den Club - Garden Medicine.
Claremont United Church, 7 p.m. Guest
speaker Diane Tait, a registered herbalist
and founder of Greenwood Botanicals.
Join us for refreshments (bring your mug),
presentation starts at 7:30 p.m. Free for
members, $5 for guests. No need to be
a Claremont resident. Follow on Face-
book or www.claremontgardenclub.ca  
Wed., May 15: The 9th Annual
Uxbridge Prayer Breakfast. Wyn-
dance Golf Club (Coppins Corners), 7 -
9 a.m. (doors open at 6:45) Guest
speaker Virginia Miles, special music by
Leslie Higgins. Tickets $20 at Blue Heron
Books and Brian J. Evans Financial Serv-
ices. Includes breakfast. For more infor-
mation, please contact:
uxbridgeprayerbreakfast@gmail.com
Thurs., May 16: Celebrity Server
Day at Boston Pizza. Featuring the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary. 11
a.m. - 8 p.m. Ten per cent of sales do-
nated to the Auxiliary. 
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

LOOKING FOR A GREAT WEDDING OR SHOWER
GIFT?    CUTTING BOARDS AND MORE!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Bruce Clark & Son Ltd.
PLUMBING & RENOVATIONS

LOW
HOURLY
RATE

Complete renovations and service
Specializing in bathrooms and basements

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
905-852-7967  bruceclarkandson.com
Seniors Discounts • Guarantee on all work • Lic. & Insured lic.#P21035

LOW HOURLY RATE

Since 
1960

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Avengers: Endgame
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SERVICES
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. For all
your grass cutting needs! Call for your free quote.
Seniors’ discount. Call RoseMarie at  905-862-
2644.   5/2
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR. Frameless
shower doors. Shower conversion. Cabinet refacing.
Painting. Full project start to finish in-house, no sub-
contractors. Call Mark at 647-385-7334.   5/30
D.J. PAVING GTA. Paving, cut and patch, repairs,
cracks, sealing, gravel and stone work. 905-904-
3769   5/23
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
5/30   
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home  for
elementary, high school, college and university
students. I also tutor adults who wish to improve
their Mathematics and Literacy skills.  905-852-
1145.  5/30
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing + mould.
Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot
lights. Bobcat. 46 years’ experience. Financing.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311

(cell). 5/4
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 16 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit
home-watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram
- HomeWatchUxbridge   5/30

FOR SALE
2 GRASS TRIMMERS. STIHL FS45 with manual
($110) and WEEDEATER Feather Lite XT260 ($50).
OBO. Both angled stem and in clean condition. 16”
cut. 905-852-6547.   5/2

DOWNSIZING: Electric start, two-stage 5.5 Hp
24” snow blower, $275. Snow scoop, roof rake,
Woodstove Ecofan, 7” chimney brush with four
rods, burn thermometer, leather log carrier, Briggs
& Stratton 3 Hp Merry Tiller, Leak stereo pre-amp
& amplifier. 905-649-2244   5/2

FURNITURE FOR SALE: 12-drawer women's
dresser with mirror, $100; Cole 4-drawer gray
legal-size filing cabinet, $60; lovely Cdn. made
Queen size wooden head board, $120. 905-862-
3360   5/2

HAY BALES WITH ALFALFA (liftable & good
sizes); canoe, lifejackets; paddles. Also fields for
rent with shelters, predator wiring, water and access
to washrooms. 905-852-7634.   5/2

AMAZING DEAL! Mikasa earthenware dishes in
complementary Wholewheat and Granola patterns.
12 sets in perfect condition. $100. See images on
Uxbridge Buy and Sell.  905- 862-3360.   5/2

FOR RENT
ROOM FOR RENT IN UXBRIDGE. Call 905-
862-3885. Ask for Patti.   5/2

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME EXPERIENCED STYLIST with
colour & cutting knowledge. Text at artisticstop.com
or call 905-852-7391. Also, hairdressing
apprenticeship available. Some experience. 905-
852-7391   5/16
ZIBA'S SPA in Uxbridge is looking for a friendly
& motivated Esthetician with some experience. If
interested, please send your resumé to
info@zibaspa.com   5/2
TOWNLINE SELF STORAGE: Saturday and on
call office help.  Must speak and write English
fluently, have decent computer skills, work
independently and able to do light outside duties.
905-642-9998 or email
info@townlinestorage.com   5/2

EVENTS
LYNN MCDONALD PRESENTS Bill McBirnie,
Flute, and Bernie Senensky, Grand Piano. Sat., May
25, Church of the Ascension, 266 North St., Port
Perry. Doors open 7 p.m. Tickets available at Eco
Port, 180 Queen St.   5/23

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“God is love. If we keep on loving
others, we will stay one in our
hearts with God, and he will stay
one with us.”

1 John 4:16

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES
STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2
Car Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1
Now Open! 2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hard-
wood Flooring, Ceramic Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-
1678 Carrie Bergeron, Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.
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SUNDAY NIGHT ONLY
SPECIAL!
10” PREMIUM
HANGING BASKETS
with this coupon!

Store
905 852 3315

www.canadiantire.ca 
Present this coupon to cashier. Limit of 4 per customer. Valid Sunday May 5th 6:30-9pm only.

Reg. $14.99849
each

33-3802

Over $10,000
in prizes will be
given away!

Canadian Tire
Uxbridge

Some of the Special Prizes that will be given away during the evening include:
• DYSON V7 HANDHELD CORD-FREE VAC VALUED AT $300 – DRAWN AT 7PM
• ONE YEAR UXBRIDGE CURVES MEMBERSHIP VALUED AT $610 – DRAWN AT 7:30PM
• BISSELL PET PRO CROSSWAVE VACUUM VALUED AT $450 – DRAWN AT 8PM
• MIELE C1 CELEBRATION CANSITER VACUUM VALUED AT $500 – DRAWN AT 8:30PM
• LAZBOY 6PC AVONDALE OUTDOOR CONVERSATION SET VALUED AT $1,700 – DRAWN AT 9PM

Several Local
Business and
Canadian Tire
vendors in
attendance

showcasing their
products and
services!

Our 12th Annual Ladies Night
this Sunday, May 5th from 6:30-9pm
Our 12th Annual Ladies Night
this Sunday, May 5th from 6:30-9pm

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

NEW LISTING
3 bdrm, 3 bath family home. Renovated
kitchen and baths. Finished basement.

Fully fenced yard
Call Judy today for more info!!!

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 416-500-6377

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca

Cell: 905-903-7965

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

Happy Seller
3 bedroom bungalow with full finished walkout basement,
open concept kitchen/dining room, hot tub, approx 1/2

acre located minutes to Uxbridge.
FOR YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS, CALL MARIE

at 416-970-8979.
Not intended to solicit buyer/sellers under contract.

NOW LEASED!
Well Appointed 3+1 Bedroom 3 Bath

Home in Uxbridge.
With Multiple Offers!

CUTE HOME OR COTTAGE! 
Spring Is Here!  Move in and enjoy the entire
summer. Omemee. 2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom.

Large in town lot with waterfront on the Pigeon
River. Watch the sunsets from your own dock.

Offered for sale at $399,900.

THINKING OF SELLING! 
The spring weather has buyers looking. Our last two
listings sold in multiple offers! Call/text for a free
comparative market analysis of your home and to
see how we can get your home sold quickly and for
top dollar. Now's the time to get it on the market.

25 FORESTED ACRES ADJOINING
GOLF COURSE 

End-to-end decking. 2-1/2 Storey Custom
Built. Walkout Basement. 

Gated Entrance. New Driveway.

THINKING OF SELLING?
Please feel free to contact me for a

confidential and complimentary Comparative
Market Analysis of Your Home
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