
COMING THROUGH! - Eager racers ended up crashing into one another during a start at the Ontario Cup Mountainbike Races, which were held at Woodnewton on
Sunday. Hundreds of mountainbike enthusiasts took part in the races. Photo by John Cavers

New animal shelter put off 
indefinitely as other municipal 
partners sought

by Roger Varley

Construction of the new Uxbridge-Scugog An-
imal Shelter has been put on hold indefinitely.

Although the New Animal Shelter of
Uxbridge-Scugog (NASUS) fund-raising com-
mittee wanted the build to start in 2017, it was
slated to begin in the spring of 2018. Then
construction was put off until 2019. Now, the
construction start date has been removed en-
tirely from the sign at the new shelter's location
on Lake Ridge Road and no new date has been
set.
Mayor Dave Barton said in council on Mon-

day that construction has been set back again
because "we have a funding gap. We're looking

for ways to move forward."
In a joint news release issued Tuesday, Mayor

Barton, Mayor Bobby Drew of Scugog and
Tara Rosen, president of NASUS, said al-
though the committee had raised a significant
amount of money, "unfortunately, due to un-
forseen circumstances such as increased steel
tariffs, material costs, labour rate increases and
labour shortages, the estimate to build the new
shelter was significantly higher than antici-
pated."

The new animal shelter, originally estimated
to cost between $1.6 million and $1.7 million,
is now estimated at $2.1 million, leaving a gap
of $500,000. 
NASUS has raised over $700,000 towards the

shelter and both Uxbridge and Scugog have
pledged $540,000 each.
In a telephone interview Tuesday, Barton said

Uxbridge is looking at several other area mu-

nicipalities to join in the venture.
"If we can build a slightly larger building, we

could service other municipalities," he said.
In a 2017 report, Chief Administrative Offi-

cer Ingrid Svelnis and clerk Debbie Leroux rec-
ommended that construction start that year,
but council overrode them and decided to wait
until 2018.
Then-councillor Barton said at the time if

there was a rush to build the shelter, money
would not be spent in the best manner. On
Tuesday, as mayor, he said the township is look-
ing at the construction materials for the new
shelter "to make sure they're going to last for
years. That's why we're at $2.1 million."
"I'd rather delay it and do it right," he said.
The 2017 report by Svelnis and Leroux said

George Brown College, who wanted to be part 

...continued on page 2

Change the sign - no new animal shelter in 2019
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Hard bottom sandy beach.
Wagner’s Lake.

Near end of road.
Fixer upper; 2+1 bedrooms.
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Call today to view.
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Spring’s finally arrived, and the cavity
nesting bird helpers, or Bird Box
Buddies as they’re more commonly
known, are out monitoring the bird
houses in the Countryside Preserve

and on the Trails. 
North Durham Nature still has a

few houses available for those who
want to become a Bird Box Buddy.
Tree Swallows, Eastern Bluebirds,

House Wrens, Black-capped Chick-
adees and owls are the main cavity
nesting birds that NDN looks after.
ese birds look for old trees with
holes in them, and since humans
keep cutting the trees down, the
birds have a problem finding good

spots for nests. 
Bird houses help provide an artifi-

cial habitat, as well as give birdwatch-
ers an opportunity to learn.
Watching the birds build nests, lay
eggs and raise their young can be an
enjoyable addition to anyone’s walk
on the Trails of Uxbridge.

If you would like to adopt a bird
house in the Preserve or on a trail,
contact Derek Connelly at North
Durham Nature for more details. He
can be reached at 905-852-5432 or
through ndnature7@gmail.com

North Durham Nature is a non-
profit club that offers walks, talks
and more about nature.
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Direct 416-557-4919
kellymeekhomesales@gmail.com

www.kellymeek.ca  

Congratulations!
Kelly Meek
Mike Cartwright, Broker/Owner of Main Street Re-
alty, and Larry Olson, manager of the Uxbridge
Branch, would like to congratulate Kelly Meek on
being the #1 salesperson for the entire Brokerage
for 3 years in a row - 2016, 2017 and 2018.

Mike Cartwright could not be happier to have his
Number 1 agent come out of such a fine office of
superstars in Uxbridge. Kelly is known around town
for having the absolute best marketing strategy and
customer service for her clients. If you list your
home with Kelly, waste no time - start packing and
consider it sold!  

Sales Representative

Family Worship
Centre

40th Anniversary
Service

Sunday, May 12
10:00 am - Sam Purushotham

11:00 am - Special guest speaker:
Pastor Phil Underwood

15 Medd Road, Port Perry
(corner of Lakeridge and Medd)
uxbridgefamilyworship.ca

Philip Underwood is a pastor at
heart and has pastored churches
in New Zealand and U.S.A.  Philip
and his wife Gillian have been
married for 42 years, and enjoy
three adult families and five
wonderful grandchildren. Phil will
be accompanied by Sam
Purushotham.  Sam leads one of
the fastest growing church
movements in central south India.

Sam's heart is to reach one million people with the gospel
in India's huge unreached people groups.

The family of 

Eulah Shier 
invites you to celebrate Eulah’s 

100 th Birthday
Saturday June 8

Trinity United Church, Uxbridge, 1 - 4 pm
In lieu of cards or gifts please consider a donation to

Uxbridge United Church. 
RSVP to eulahshier100@gmail.com

CORRECTION

On page 2 of the May 2 edition of
the Cosmos, in an article on the
Uxbridge Bruins, player Toby
Cooper was announced as the win-
ner of the Ron Cordingley Memo-
rial Trophy. The award is, in fact,
the Roy Cordingley Memorial Tro-
phy. 
The Cosmos apologizes for the

error.

No shelter for animals, from
page 1

of the project at the time, had pro-
jected the shelter costs could be ex-
pected to increase by two per cent
with a 2018 start, meaning addi-
tional money would have to be
raised over and above what
NASUS still had to find.

Rosen said Tuesday "everybody"
is disappointed in the delay, but
added: "It's not the township's
fault," citing the price increase in
the construction. "We don't want
a shelter that's crap."

She said NASUS has raised over
$700,000 for the project so far.
She said there will likely be some
small fund-raising initiatives com-
ing up but nothing in the way of
major funding projects "for a
while."

In the joint news release, Barton
said Uxbridge is committed to
building a new shelter "in the very
near future. However we need to
make sure we do this in the most
responsible way possible."

The current shelter, located on
Reach St. in Port Perry, is jointly
operated by Uxbridge and Scugog.
The aging facility requires mainte-
nance and updating and is under-
sized for the number of animals it
supports.

Meet like-minded, health-focused individuals & professionals

“Secrets to Ultimate Health Just by Changing Your Water”

“The Power of Raw”

Looking for a house? Adopt one in the Countryside Preserve



"there could be a large new com-
munity south of Uxbridge."

Back to Rogers' drawing board:
Council asked a representative of
Rogers Communications to work
with Cosmin Popp of Zephyr to
find a better location for their pro-
posed communications tower in
the hamlet.

Rogers proposes to build a 45m-
50m tall tower in the northwest
corner of Zephyr park, about 150
metres from Popp's Fibrespeed
tower. e mayor said the location
would block signals between the
Fibrespeed tower and other Fibre-
speed towers in Goodwood and
Sandford.

"Fibrespeed has changed lives in
two communities," the mayor
said. "I'm not comfortable with

the proposal unless we can be con-
vinced there will be no blocking."

Councillor's motion soundly de-
feated: Ward 2 councillor Gary
Ruona failed to find any support-
ers for his motion seeking a new
way of paying members of council
for mileage.

In a report, Ruona pointed out
that his ward covers just under 50
per cent of the township, resulting
in him driving many more kilome-
tres than other councillors. He said
the $200-a-month car allowance
councillors receive does not cover
his costs.

"It's a question of fairness," he
said. "e extra is coming out of
my pocket."

Mayor Barton countered that
anyone running for office in the

township knew what remunera-
tion was available, adding: "I don't
want to open this up after doing
the budget."

When Ward 1 councillor Pam
Beach said there should not be any
change "at this time," Ruona re-
sponded: "We're talking about an-
other three-and-a-half years of
taking money out of my pocket."

Council referred his request to
staff for a report.

Moving Goodwood hall?: In a dep-
utation, Eleanor Todd asked coun-
cil to consider moving the old
Goodwood Hall - (a former
Uxbridge Township municipal

hall) - to the museum grounds to
preserve it. Council has deemed
the hall surplus and available for
sale.
Todd said the property on which

the hall stands would be worth
more without the building on it,
adding the sale of the property
could pay for the move to the mu-
seum grounds. She said the restric-
tions placed on the building itself
would hamper its sale.
Recreation director Amanda Fer-

raro said council would have to
consider not only the cost of mov-
ing the building but also of main-
taining it once it was moved.

Thursday, May 9, 20193The Uxbridge Cosmos

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is pleased to announce the winners of
our April monthly draw for 2019 Trip of the Month.

The grand prize winner of the 'France
Frolic' is Ticket #320, Caitlin and Megan
Jacobs, sold by Cyndie Jacobs.

Second prize, $150. Ticket #075, N. Alcorn,
sold by Doug Wilson.

Third prize , $100. Ticket #026, Mike Guido,
sold by Kennedy Self.

Congratulations to the April winners and best of luck to all ticket
holders for the May 2019 draw 'Cottage Adventure in Wales UK’,
which includes round trip, non-stop airfare, 7 nights in a sea side,
fully furnished, self-catering cottage, 
8 days compact car rental with 
insurance, and a comprehensive 
tour map. 

MONTHLY DRAW WINNERS

Chances Are
thanks both our donors
and our customers for a

very successful

Garden & Patio Sale!

20 Bascom St., Uxbridge

Uxbridge backs region on airport
approval: Durham Region council
passed a resolution two weeks ago
supporting "in principle" the de-
velopment of the proposed Pick-
ering airport. Mayor Dave Barton
told council on Monday that both
he and Regional Councillor Gord
Highet voted in favour of the res-
olution.

e mayor said he and Highet
supported the airport develop-
ment "from a regional perspec-
tive" but added that the Uxbridge
perspective is different. He ex-
plained while many Uxbridge res-
idents might not be in favour of
the airport, it would be good for
the region as a whole, adding that
while local councillors represent
wards, they must also consider the
township as a whole.

e mayor said he and Highet
first voted in favour of delaying
the resolution, but when that mo-
tion was defeated, they supported
the resolution.

Highet said pretending nothing
will happen on the airport lands in
Pickering is wrong. He said if
there is no airport, the lands will
eventually be developed and

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the May 6
Council Meeting
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I heartily endorse Wynn Walters’ vi-
sion for the property on Brock Street
West where Coffee Time and Circle
K are now located. [Letters to the Ed-
itor, April 4 edition] His suggestion
of a small parkette would add im-
measurably to the attractiveness of
the downtown of Uxbridge. Cur-
rently, that part of Brock Street is
very uncomfortable for pedestrians,
because of the busy parking area in
front of the buildings where cars are
constantly pulling in and out across
the sidewalk (it was even worse when
the gas bar was there). A small green
space would be inviting; it could be
a meeting area, a place for music or a
plant show, an art show, even a place
to drink your coffee or eat your ice
cream.

Of course that piece of property
could be sold for development. But
we already have empty stores and
businesses on the street. And who
would develop it? Probably those
who wish only to invest their money
- absentee landlords - who might
have little interest in the good of the
town.

Now is the time to draw from the
visions for an improved downtown
that have formulated in the past
years; take the notes from meetings
and brainstorming sessions off the
shelf and finally act on them. Years
ago I sat on a committee with Alex
Williamson and Harry Stemp, and a
later one with Shirley Baster, Susan
Self and others. I participated in
meetings with Don Andrews and
Kathy Wasylenky, and most recently
followed the campaign run by the
Cosmos. All those sessions produced
a wealth of ideas, and a conception
of the centre of Uxbridge as a
friendly, attractive, inviting place that
we can all enjoy and proudly show
off to visitors. 
Creating Wynn’s parkette would be

a bold move. But what a positive step
toward achieving the kind of down-

town we have envisioned over all
these years.

Barbara Pratt  
Uxbridge

I believe that recent cuts to public
services in Ontario are callous and
misguided.
The April 11 announcement of the

cancellation of SOLS, the system for
sharing materials among public li-
braries throughout the province, is
mistaken fiscally and politically.
Surely it makes "common sense" to

share books rather than duplicate
them. Limited budgets and physical
space are constraints to all public li-
braries. Here's some simple math: if
320 libraries exchange an average of
2,000 titles per year, at a cost of $50
each, the annual savings amounts to
$32 million. The SOLS financial
statement for 2017 put the cost of
the delivery system at little more than
$1.25 million. This ‘cut’ can be seen
as a net waste of millions of dollars.

SOLS also built vital cultural
bridges between communities all
over Ontario. In times like these we
need more cooperation among mu-
nicipalities, not less.
Politically, consider this. I have been

told there as many as 22 different
book clubs in Uxbridge alone. We are
fortunate to have one of the most ex-
ceptional independent bookstores in
Ontario. But many book club readers
are also beneficiaries of SOLS. They
and other enthusiastic readers are
very likely to turn up in voting
booths in the next Ontario election.

I want to believe that cuts to li-
braries were not a deliberate attempt
to restrict access to reading and inde-
pendent thought. A favourite book
about an autocratic regime that at-
tempts to take books from its citizens
is Ray Bradbury's Farenheit 451. In
this dystopian novel, firemen are sent
out to collect and burn books, 451F
being the temperature at which paper

ignites. I couldn’t find this title in our
library's catalogue yesterday. Before
April 11, it would have been easy to
obtain a copy through SOLS. I wish
those responsible for lost SOLS
would read it.

Bruce Brandon
Uxbridge

I strongly agree with Steven Leahy’s
and Lisha’s endorsement of 16-year
old Greta Thunberg’s campaign in
Sweden to raise awareness of environ-
mental issues and the impact on the
young [Cosmos, April 25 and May 2].
I also feel it is important to put her
initiative in a local context and con-
sider what we as individuals can do
to improve matters.

The three biggest sources of green-
house gases in Ontario are trans-
portation, industry and buildings. As
individuals, there is relatively little we
can do about industrial emissions,
but we do have direct control over
our transportation choices and, to a
lesser extent, the emissions from the
buildings we inhabit.
There are many relatively small but

impactful behavioural changes we
can make in our day to day lives to
reduce our transportation emissions.
For example, can I leave the car at
home and walk or bike to run my in-
town errands? Similarly, do I need to
sit idling in the drive-through line or
could I park the car and walk into the
storefront to get my coffee? 
These are just a couple of examples

of changes we can make to help re-
duce our personal emissions. I’m
confident Cosmos readers can come
up with many other ideas that are ap-
propriate for their own circum-
stances.

Phil Smith
Uxbridge Active Transportation

Committee

Letters to the Editor

The editor of this newspaper grew up in Uxbridge and attended both Joseph
Gould Senior Public School (as it was called then, as it was only grades 7 and
8) and Uxbridge Secondary School. Being heavily involved in the music pro-
gram at both these schools, she had the opportunity to attend and participate
in a fair number of concerts. Memories of these musical events came flooding
back when she attended the USS music department’s Spring Finale last
Wednesday evening, held in the cafeteria at the high school.
Now, the spring concert was always a “thing” at the high school, and all the

bands - even the Joseph Gould ones - prepared as hard for these concerts as
they would have if they’d been playing at Roy Thomson Hall. The old high
school gym (it’s still there, for those who haven’t been in the school in forever,
but there’s a “new gym” now, too) would be packed to capacity - even the
gallery would be standing room only. The USS Training Band (it’s now called
the Junior Concert Band), made up of grade 9s and 10s, croaked out their
pieces, and various soloists who had perhaps performed at the Sunderland
Music Festival would perform too, but the real headliner was the USS Con-
cert Band (now the Senior Concert Band). Under the direction of Ants Sulev,
there was no finer band around. They were good. And they knew it.
Well, for as good as they were then, they’re even better now. Music teacher

Amy Peck has infected all USS music students with her enthusiasm, and it
showed on Wednesday night. The music she chose was ambitious and good
- it sounded less like school band standards and more like action film scores.
The jazz band could easily feature on 91.1 JazzFM, they were that good. They
only charged $5 to get into the concert - we would have paid $20.

Ms. Peck knew that she had her work cut out for her by those who came
before, though, and she quite happily acknowledged that. The legendary Mr.
Sulev was there in the audience, and she thanked him for all he’d done. Her
direct predecessor, Heather McKeown, was then honoured for her 14 years
in the USS music department with a piece of music that was commissioned
just for her and performed for the first time by the Senior Concert Band.
The piece, called “Firescape”, was written by Canadian composer David Mar-
latt, who was also in attendance to hear the premiere. It was quite a moment.
And the Senior band, led by Ms. Peck, performed the piece just as it was
meant to be. There were smiles, there were tears, it was wonderful. We think
Ms. McKeown liked it. A lot.

The crowd last Wednesday night wasn’t as big as those crowds in the old
gym were, but it was still enthusiastic. The bands - they get to wear cool polo
shirts now, not long-sleeved, polyester, sweat-inducing tunics. And the music
they played was definitely from this century, not the last (it pains us to write
that, but it’s the cold, hard truth).

One thing that appears to be timeless, however - Vince Langdon and Ed
Watson. Oh yes. If you know what we’re talking about, you’re nodding your
head in agreement. If you don’t, suffice to say that when these two started
doing their infamous drum duo/duel in the late 70s at the high school, they
were THE thing. When they used to do the duo at uxperience, they stole the
show. And they brought it all back last Wednesday night, banging it out for
almost 10 minutes (Vince’s son joined in at point) and making those of us
who remembered the old days go wild. Good times, boys.
The USS Music Department has still got it. Thanks for the memories.

Our two cents
Oh, those musical memories
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There's an old saying that slow and steady
wins the race. I'd like someone to tell me
exactly what race can be won by going
slow and steady. From what has been
going on in Uxbridge over the past num-
ber of years, it would appear slow and
steady gains us nothing.

Elsewhere in this newspaper is a story
about the continuing delays in the con-
struction of a new, badly needed, animal
shelter. As the story says, the New Animal
Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog (NASUS),
which has raised considerable money to go
towards that project, wanted construction
of the shelter to begin in 2017. But the
council of the day said they preferred to
wait until 2018 to, as another saying goes,
get their ducks in a row. At the same time,
council more or less told NASUS to con-
centrate on fund-raising and leave all the
other details to council.

So, 2018 came and went and construc-
tion was set back to 2019. Now we are
told the new shelter is on hold indefinitely.
Council was told back in 2017 that a
year's delay in construction would add two
per cent to the total cost. If that is true,
how much has the overall cost increased so
far?

The old shelter, through no fault of the
staff that actually works there, is dilapi-
dated, dismal and cramped, with no
potable water on site. The longer it re-
mains in use, the more dilapidated it be-
comes and the more the cost of a new
shelter rises. Slow and steady doesn't ap-
pear to be winning anything here.

But slow and steady appears to be the
Uxbridge way. Consider the Fields of
Uxbridge. The land was obtained by
Uxbridge after Kennedy House closed
down in 2003. The fields were to be the
recreational centre of the township. But in
the decade or more since taking possession
of the land, the only thing that has hap-
pened there is construction of a skate park
and a washroom building. Oh, there is a
master plan, which has been revisited, but
the master plan did not include a pump
park, which is supposed to be going in

later this year. The soccer fields are still
there - as they have been for years - but
there is no sign of baseball diamonds, ten-
nis courts or any of the multitude of facil-
ities which were touted for the site. Slow
and steady doesn't seem to be getting any-
thing done there except to describe the
growth of grass on the soccer fields.

Then there is the leash-free dog park at
the museum grounds. All dog owners re-
ally wanted was a stretch of land with a
fence around it where their dogs could run
free and get the exercise they need. Just
how long did it take for that to happen?
I'd guess it took at least two years to get it
done. Slow and steady resulted in basically
a stretch of land with a fence around it.

Now we have the culvert project on
Brock Street. After some initial work on
Centennial Drive some months ago,
everything came to a standstill as council
battled a land issue. Then we were told
that things would really get moving when
Easter was over. There was a flurry of ac-
tivity for a couple of days - they dug up a
small portion of road and then filled it in
again and they tore down two buildings al-
most overnight - but since then it's been
almost impossible to even see a worker in
the vicinity. Now we are told by the town-
ship that work which will actually see the
culvert installed under Brock Street and
the municipal parking lot won't start until
late July or early August. In other words,
the downtown will be cluttered with or-
ange-and-black pylons and construction
signs for almost three months with little or
no work being done. Slow and steady
won't be doing anything to help the retail-
ers in the area who have to cope with all
that clutter.
Frontiersman Davy Crockett is quoted as

saying: "Be sure you're right, then go
ahead." It seems to me if Crockett had had
Uxbridge Township as his companion, he
would never have reached the Alamo: he'd
still be waiting back in Tennessee while
Uxbridge packed and repacked the mule.
Tell me, am I wrong?

From the highway, it looked like any other
country shop. A big hand-made sign greeted
us. Sculpture and other folk art dotted the
grounds outside the building. Wrought-iron
decorations covered the façade of the gallery.
We met the proprietor at the door and he in-
vited us in, through the showroom and into his
workshop in the back.

“Be careful,” he said. “There’s stuff every-
where.”

He wasn’t kidding. The back shop, like an
over-sized garage, was dimly lit; it took a sec-
ond for the eyes to adjust to dinginess. The
door barely opened for the raw steel stacked
everywhere. There was a forge and makeshift
chimney on the back wall, complete with
stacked bags of coal for burning. Hooks on the
walls held raw steel – some ring-shaped, some
blocks, but mostly long rods – ready for sculpt-
ing. And all around the shop, sat huge, unfa-
miliar pieces of heavy machinery that the artist
used for cutting, bending, grinding and polish-
ing the steel. To my uneducated eye, the shop
was a mess. But once he explained the way he
worked the steel into pieces of art – lamps,
shelving, wine racks, and other household ac-
cessories – I realized everything was organized
in piles according to plan.

“It looks a little confusing,” said Matt, the
owner operator of Artisan’s Gallery in
Muskoka, “but it works.”

It wasn’t long before his words reminded me
of other workplaces I’ve known. To the out-
sider, the working environment of someone
with a specialized craft or profession seems to-
tally foreign, until the contents and the
arrangement of the contents – whether an in-
dustrial site or a functioning office – are ex-
plained. I thought of my first ever visit to an
industrial shop back in elementary school. I
think it was about Grade 7 or 8 when we trav-
elled from North Agincourt to C.D. Farquhar-
son for classes in woodworking, sheet metal
and plastic craft. On the very first day we en-
tered the shop, I remember our teacher barking
at us.

“Don’t touch anything!” he warned. “If you
want to commit suicide quickly, you’ve come
to the right place.”

We all looked about the room to take in the
machinery and the piles of stuff. Everything
seemed organized, but unless we knew any-
thing about lathes, drill presses, band saws or
torches, it was all just piles of stuff. 

My first ever job as a copy boy at the Toronto
Telegram newspaper in 1968 hit me the same
way. Of course, there were reporters’ desks

everywhere; that was normal. But each desk,
according to the specific working habits of the
reporter, was stacked high with clippings, press
releases, rulers, pencils, glue pots and yellow
writing paper (in triplicate with carbon paper
between each layer). And overhead hung these
strange-looking tubes, like the tentacles of an
octopus, crisscrossing the room and then dis-
appearing either into the floor or up into the
ceiling.

“Those are suction pipes,” a senior copy boy
told me. “Put copy inside this little tube (a
clear, cigar-shaped container), pop it into the
suction pipe and zip, it shoots to the produc-
tion room.”

Once again, until I understood what all the
piles and gear were, it was all Greek to me. And
speaking of Greek, I can also vividly remember
my summer job as a busboy in the back of my
uncle’s Greek diner in Baltimore, Maryland. It
was the mid-1960s; it was oppressively hot, and
I worked with mostly African-American staff
in the back – dishwashers, short-order cooks
and waitresses. I very quickly learned my rela-
tionship with the piles in that working space
too. There were piles of cutlery, dishes, glasses,
cups, saucers, pots and pans – and it was my
job either to clean them all, sort them all, or
deliver them all to the cooking staff preparing
the next meals of the shift. The piles of dishes
and food governed our lives 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

Today, my home office looks not unlike that
sculptor’s workshop in Muskoka or that Greek
diner in Baltimore. Of course, there are shelves
and desks filled with the communications
equipment of my writing profession. But every-
where in between there are piles – piles of mag-
azines, piles of clippings, piles of
correspondence, piles of manuscripts, and piles
of reference books – mostly on the floor. Get-
ting to my desk is kind of like crossing a mine-
field. Again, to the outsider, the piles look a
mess. But to me they’re organized according to
priority and job function.
There was one thing I spotted amid the piles

at the Artisan’s Gallery, however, that I don’t
have in my office. On one of the steel work-
shop walls, Matt has hung an old blackboard.
On it is a chalk message he’s posted there, I
guess as a weekly reminder to deal with the
piles: “FRIDAYS. CLEAN SHOP. 12:30 –
4:00.” I’m not sure if it’s a rule or wishful think-
ing. It would be in my workspace.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

The clarity of piles

STOP LOSING MONEY!
BUYING/SELLING IN 2019?

10%CASH
BACK*

LOW COMMISSION
RATES FOR SELLERS

Christopher LaFace
Sales Representative

Direct: 647-261-5928
www.TheFaceOfRealEstate.com
HomeLife Excelsior Realty Inc. Brokerage
Not intended to solicit individuals under agency agreement.*Based on Christopher’s net commission.

+

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Slow and steady wins...what?
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THIS WEEKEND
Fri., May 10: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Glen
Major West. This is fast 10 km, 2hr., loop
hike with some hills. Meet at the parking
lot on the east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6,
0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line or
5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Fri., May 10: Epsom-Utica United

Church Roast Beef Supper. Utica
Hall, 4:30 - 7 p.m. Adults $20, Youth 6 -
12, $10, 5 and under free.
Sat., May 11: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs
please. Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-

2862.
Sat., May 11: Everything Spring
Bazaar, Udora United Church, 9 a.m. -
2 p.m. Raffle, unique Mother’s Day gifts,
large variety of vendors.
Sat., May 11: St. Paul's Spring
Lasagna & Pasta Dinner. Continu-
ous serving from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Lower
Hall. Featuring fresh, cheesy lasagna,
pasta, Caesar salad, rolls, beverages,
and dessert. Adults $15, children (5-12)
$5, preschoolers free. Tickets available
at the door or in advance at the church.
stpauls-uxbridge.ca and on Facebook.  

NEXT WEEK
Mon., May 13: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Secord
Forest. This is a 2-hr. slow to moderate
pace loop hike. Well mannered dogs
welcome. Join us for lunch afterwards.
Meet at Secord parking lot, 2 km south

of Goodwood Rd. on Conc. 3 and east
on Secord Rd. Contact: Brian & Wilma
Millage 905-853-2407.
Mon., May 13: Claremont Gar-
den Club - Garden Medicine.
Claremont United Church, 7 p.m. Guest
speaker Diane Tait, a registered herbalist
and founder of Greenwood Botanicals.
Join us for refreshments (bring your mug),
presentation starts at 7:30 p.m. Free for
members, $5 for guests. No need to be
a Claremont resident. Follow on Face-
book or www.claremontgardenclub.ca  
Wed., May 15: The 9th Annual
Uxbridge Prayer Breakfast. Wyn-
dance Golf Club (Coppins Corners), 7 -
9 a.m. (doors open at 6:45) Guest
speaker Virginia Miles, special music by
Leslie Higgins. Tickets $20 at Blue Heron
Books and Brian J. Evans Financial Serv-
ices. Includes breakfast. For more infor-
mation, please contact:

uxbridgeprayerbreakfast@gmail.com
Thurs., May 16: Celebrity Server
Day at Boston Pizza. Featuring the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary. 11
a.m. - 8 p.m. Ten per cent of sales do-
nated to the Auxiliary. 
Thurs., May 16: USS Remem-
brance Tour Celebration Evening.
USS Cafeteria, 6:30 p.m. Student
videos, reflections & tribute projects fol-
lowing their Remembrance Tour to
France, Belgium and the Netherlands. All
are welcome to attend.  
Sat., May 18: North Durham Na-
ture Frog Stroll. Uxbridge Country-
side Preserve, 8 p.m. Learn how to
identify frogs by call. Download the On-
tario Nature Reptile/Amphibian Atlas
app or Toronto Frog App  on your cell-
phone before the night. Dress warmly,
flashlight with red cover (plastic ) pre-
ferred. No pets, please. Pre-registration
Derek-ndnature7@gmail.com or -905-
852-5432
Sun., May 19: North Durham Na-
ture Walk. Uxbridge Countryside Pre-
serve behind Rona/Walmart, 1 p.m. An
opportunity to observe the emerging
Spring ephemerals. Bring your field
guide, camera. Checklist provided.
ORTA shared walk. No pets please. Pre-
registration Derek-ndnature7@gmail.com
or -905-852-5432

UPCOMING
Tues., May 21: Seniors Chicken
Dinner. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 12
noon. Chicken Dinner catered by Mary
Evans. Tickets $10 for members, avail-
able at the Community Care office. Only
80 tickets available. Deadline Fri., May
17.  Sorry, no ticket sales at the door.
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

Our hearts still ache in sadness and secret tears still )ow, 
What it meant to lose you, no one will ever know.

Our thoughts are always with you,
Your place no one can (ll.
In life we loved you dearly,
In death we love you still.

*ey say time heals everything,
But we know that isn’t so.

Because it hurts as much today,
As it did seven years ago.

Our love for you will always keep,
It cannot fade as it lies too deep.

With love today and always.
Norma, Robert & Mary, Brian & Joanne, 

Jean & Al, Ian & Cheryl, 
David & Tracy & families.

In Loving Memory
of

John McAra
Scott

March 27, 1930 ~ May 14, 2012

It’s hard to believe!
 ree years have passed since I stood by 
your bedside and watched you breathe your
last, yet still I can’t will my feet to turn and
walk away, or my mind to think of anything
but the sadness of your passing, or my eyes 

to see anyone but you.

So, along with that “Easter Island” statue 
we bought years ago and laughingly 
placed on our front porch as a 
welcoming sentinel, I sit on the
deck, eyes staring o! into the
middle distance, and I see...

Nothing...

Bill

In 
Memoriam

Mae Cudmore
Jan. 7, 1946 ~ May 11, 2016

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

The Voice of North Durham

Elgin Park, Uxbridge. 
www.hitsfest.com

Full day festival from 11am-11pm with craft
beer, food trucks, vendors, and live music.
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SERVICES
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up room?
Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 Brock St.W.
(Uxbridge) specializing in restorations and
scanning. Stop in or call Sabrina 905-550-8825.   
JASON’S PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. For all
your grass cutting needs! Call for your free quote.
Seniors’ discount. Call RoseMarie at 905-862-2644.   
PROFESSIONAL RENOVATOR. Frameless
shower doors. Shower conversion. Cabinet refacing.
Painting. Full project start to finish in-house, no sub-
contractors. Call Mark at 647-385-7334.   5/30
D.J. PAVING GTA. Paving, cut and patch, repairs,
cracks, sealing, gravel and stone work. 905-904-
3769   5/23
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!    
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home  for
elementary, high school, college and university
students. I also tutor adults who wish to improve
their Mathematics and Literacy skills.  905-852-
1145.  5/30
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing + mould.
Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured &
guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,

stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot
lights. Bobcat. 46 years’ experience. Financing.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 5/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 16 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit
home-watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram
- HomeWatchUxbridge   5/30

FOR SALE
PERGOLA PIECES. P.T. 22 each 2” x 6” x 7’5”
with horizontals. No posts. Unfinished. 1 year old.
Could be a deck. $120. delivered. Call 905-852-
9842.   5/16

HOUSE CONTENTS FOR SALe, including
colonial furniture, chest freezer, shelving unit, bar
and TV cabinets. 905-862-2546.   5/16

DOWNSIZING: Electric start, two-stage 5.5 Hp
24” snow blower, $275. Snow scoop, roof rake,
Woodstove Ecofan, 7” chimney brush with four rods,
burn thermometer, leather log carrier, Leak stereo
pre-amp & amplifier. 905-649-2244   5/9

12-DRAWER WOMEN'S DRESSER WITH
MIRROR, $75; Cole 4-drawer gray legal-size filing
cabinet, $20; Black leather swivel exec chair, $35.
Call Cheryl 905-862-3360   5/9

DINING ROOM TABLE AND 8
UPHOLSTERED CHAIRS. 39.5 x 59.5 inches and
17 inch leaf, Cherry veneer; $250; Ikea 6-shelf
bookcase, $15.  Call 905-862-3360   5/9

FOR RENT
1 BEDROOM COTTAGE for rent. All inclusive.
Single person required. Available June 1.
Ashburn/Brooklin area. $900/month. 905-655-
3004.   5/9

HELP WANTED
BARN HELP REQUIRED for small
breeding/boarding farm minutes from Uxbridge.
Riding privileges available. Weekends and some
weekdays. Email milestonefarmhorses@gmail.com
or text (416) 278-8168.   5/30
PART-TIME EXPERIENCED STYLIST with colour
& cutting knowledge. Text at artisticstop.com or call
905-852-7391. Also, hairdressing apprenticeship
available. Some experience. 905-852-7391   5/16

EVENTS
LYNN MCDONALD PRESENTS Bill McBirnie,
Flute, and Bernie Senensky, Grand Piano. Sat., May
25, Church of the Ascension, 266 North St., Port
Perry. Doors open 7 p.m. Tickets available at Eco
Port, 180 Queen St.   5/23

YARD SALES
GARAGE SALE: Sat., May 11, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 27
North St. (Uxbridge). Lots of stuff for everyone! 
MOVING SALE: Sat., May 11, from 8 a.m. to
noon. 45 Bolton Drive, Uxbridge. Everything Must
Go! Rain Date: Sun., May 12.
FIRST AVENUE YARD SALE: Sat., May 25, 8
a.m. - 12 noon. Many households participating.
Antiques & beautiful junk! Rain Date Sat., June 1.

FREE
FREE TO GOOD HOME: 1 Antique wooden bed
(double) with brass knobs, and heavy iron frame.
1 small office desk. Interested party must pick
these items up. Please call 905-852-1900 for
details. 

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“If you are having trouble,
you should pray. And if you
are feeling good, you should
sing praises.” James 5:13

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES
STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2
Car Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1
Now Open! 2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hard-
wood Flooring, Ceramic Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-
1678 Carrie Bergeron, Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

NEW YORK STRIPLOIN  $8.99/LB.
NOWYOU WANT TO SHOP DOWNTOWN!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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LOCAL MATTERS.
Support the proud advertisers that power your 
community voice, The Uxbridge Cosmos Newspaper.

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Uxbridge

MOUNT ALBERT


