
GOING HEAD OVER HEELS TO CONQUER CANCER - Uxbridge Secondary School students perform some impressive Mission Impossible-type moves while
playing games during the school’s eighth annual Relay For Life, which was held last Friday afternoon and evening. For more on how the school did raising money to help fund
cancer research, see Roger Varley’s story on page 3.  Photo by John Cavers

By Roger Varley

Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid Svelnis will
take early retirement and leave her position as
Uxbridge's top non-elected official on Aug. 9.

Svelnis' decision to leave was made public at
Monday morning's council session with the
reading of her report on finding her replace-
ment. The report said a committee has already
been formed to search for a replacement.

"This is a tough one to accept," Mayor Dave
Barton said. "It's a huge loss. She's done a fan-
tastic job."

Svelnis, 58, has been CAO since taking over
from Alex Grant in 2008. She started her time
with the township as the manager of Uxpool in
1985. In 1999, she was promoted to director
of parks and recreation, a position she retained
until 2017, even after becoming CAO. In
2017, Amanda Ferraro was named director of
parks and recreation.

The search for Svelnis' replacement begins on
Monday under the direction of Kartik Kumar
of Legacy Partners Executive Search. The report
said Kumar is highly recommended by both
Pickering and Whitby. Also involved in the
process will be Matthew Gaskell, CAO of
Whitby. Applications for the position will be
received until the middle of July, at which time
Kumar, Barton, Councillor Bruce Garrod and
Gaskell will sift through the applications and
narrow them down to a short list. Interviews
will be held in the last two weeks of July, with
the entire council deciding on the successful
applicant, who will start in the CAO's position
early in August. Svelnis said she will not be part
of the process.

Svelnis is the third management-level staffer
to leave this year. Chief Bylaw Officer Andre
Gratton left for Whitby earlier and deputy
clerk Catalina Blumenberg started a new job in
Picton last week.

In other council news, Gerry Oldham ap-
peared before council to once again make a case
for saving the King Street parkette.

"I've been fighting the same fight for almost
40 years," she said. "I'm taking a stand for
something I believe in."
Her deputation was sparked by a recent report

by facilities manager Bob Ferguson, which
asked council to give direction on what to do
with the tiny park. It sits on a regular-size
building lot and features only an old swing set
and a sand box. Ferguson's report said the park
is under-used and requires some tree thinning
and fence repairs if it is to be kept as a park.

Oldham said small parks fill a need the same
as larger destination parks like Elgin Park. 
"You wanted direction, I'm giving you mine,"

she said.
Ward 5 Councillor Todd Snooks said he un-

derstood Oldham's concerns but said there are 
...continued on page 3
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Diamond in the Rough.
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Uxbridge at a Glance

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca 
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

Council & Committee Meetings
Schedule for the Month of June, 2019
Monday, June 10, 10:00 a.m. 
COUNCIL MEETING

Monday, June 17, 10:00 a.m.
COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, June 19, 7:00 p.m.
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING

Monday, June 24, 7:00 p.m.
COUNCIL MEETING

Proclamations for the Month of June
National Indigenous Peoples Day 
June 21, 2019

Street Sweeping
Street sweeping is ongoing - weather
permitting.  Please try not to park on the streets
during this time. Any areas that are missed due
to parked cars will be redone after all sweeping
is complete. Mis schedule rotates yearly.

Schedule for sweeping:
1. S/W corner of town – COMPLETED
2. S/E corner of town – COMPLETED 
3. N/E corner of town – COMPLETED
4. Rural subdivisions and hamlets
5. N/W corner of town
6. Town parking lots

For complete details, visit
uxbridge.ca/news_Spring_Street_Sweeping
_Schedule_Quadrant_3_Complete

Bids & Tenders
TENDER U19-17: ?e Great Trail-
Ewen-Brookdale Trail Re-build

Sealed Tenders will be received until 2:00
p.m. local time Friday, June 28, 2019.

?is Bid Document is posted at
uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders

Notice of Passing of Development Charges By-Law
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES ACT, 1997, S.O. 1997, c.27

TAKE NOTICE that on Monday, May 13th, 2019, the Council of Me Corporation of the
Township of Uxbridge passed By-law No. 2019-076 under Section 2 of the Development Charges
Act, 1997, which imposes Township-wide development charge rates.

AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or organization may appeal to the Local Planning Appeal
Tribunal in respect to the by-law by Kling with the Clerk of Me Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge, not later than Monday, June 24th, 2019, a notice of appeal setting out the objection
to the by-law and the reasons in support of the objection.

Me charges in the aforementioned by-law will apply to all new residential and non-residential
development, subject to certain terms, conditions and limited exemptions as identiKed therein.

Development charges are levied against new development to pay for the increased capital costs
related to the provision of such Township services as General Government, Library Services, Fire
and Rescue, Animal Control, Parks and Recreation, Public Works and Township Engineering.
Me development charges imposed by the by-law are as follows:

Both the residential and non-residential development charge rates are in eJect as of May 13th,
2019. Copies of the by-law can be viewed and downloaded at the Township of Uxbridge website
at www.uxbridge.ca. Me complete development charges by-law can also be examined at the
Township Clerk’s OLce from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday at the address shown
below. 

A key map has not been included in this notice as the Township-wide development charges applies
to all lands located within the boundaries of the Township of Uxbridge.

For further information, please contact the Clerk’s OLce at 905-852-9181. 

DATED at Me Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge this 24th day of May, 2019.

Debbie Leroux, Township Clerk
Me Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto St. S
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1H1

From The Tax Office: 2019 Final Tax Bill
2019 Final Property Tax bills for Residential, Managed Forest and Farmland properties were
mailed on May 29, 2019.  

FIRST Tax Installment is due on June 26, 2019.
SECOND Tax Installment is due on September 26, 2019.

For non-payment of a tax levy on or before the respective due dates of each installment, a penalty
of 1.25% shall be imposed on the Krst day of each calendar month and thereafter in which the
default continues.  Failure to receive a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from responsibility
for payment of taxes nor liability of any penalty or interest due to late payments.  ?e
penalty/interest charges cannot be waived or reduced by the Tax Department or Council
for any reason.

Tax payments can be made: in person by Interac, cheque or cash; by mail (post-dated cheques
accepted); telephone & Internet banking; drop box at Town Hall (no cash please); or at most
Knancial institutions. Credit Cards and E-Transfers are NOT accepted for tax payments.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2019 FINAL TAX BILL FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES. If a
reprinted tax bill, receipt or Statement of Account is required for any year’s taxes, a fee of $12
will apply.

If you did not receive your 2019 Final Tax Bill, please call the Tax Department at 905-852-
9181, ext. 211.

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Employment Opportunities
Spare Crossing Guards
Me Township of Uxbridge is currently
seeking Spare Crossing Guards to cover
various locations in the Town of Uxbridge.

Contact Jo Ann Merrick at 905-852-9181,
ext. 202 or email: jmerrick@uxbridge.ca

Summer Student: Assistant Tourism
Development Coordinator
To assist the Tourism Development
Coordinator with marketing and
communications initiatives, create new
tourism product oJerings, implement the
tourism strategic plan and working at local
tourism-related events.

Please submit a resumé and cover letter by
June 14, 2019, for consideration to Lisa John-
Mackenzie at Tourism@Uxbridge.ca or mail
to Uxpool, One Parkside Dr., Uxbridge, ON,
L9P 1K7. 

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer in accordance
with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act,
2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC).
Me Township of Uxbridge will provide accommodations
throughout the recruitment and selection and/or
assessment process to applicants with disabilities and/or
needs related to the OHRC.  Personal information
provided is collected under the authority of Me
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act.

Complete details of these positions are
available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

Splash Pad to Open in June 
Me Splash Pad will
open the 3rd week of
June (weather
permitting).
Hours of operation are
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
7 days a week.
Me splash pad is
located at 291 Brock
Street West (Arena
grounds).

For more information,
contact our Parks and
Arena Manager at 
905-852-9181,  
ext. 500.



King St. Park, from page 1

a number of angles to be looked at.
Ward 4 Councillor Willie Popp said
the issue of the King Street parkette
comes up regularly for a reason. Say-
ing the park is either neglected be-
cause it is not used or not used
because it is neglected, Popp said
"we're not doing the community a
service if we're not evaluating."
Mayor Barton added that "it's about
using our resources effectively."
Councillor Gord Highet of Ward 3

wanted to know why nothing is done
at the park, to which Ferguson
replied that all parks receive the same
amount of care.

Council saves money on Goodwood
community centre: Opting to use
shipping containers for storage in-
stead of building an addition to the
Goodwood Community Hall, coun-
cil saved over $250,000 on Monday.

Acting on a report from the public
works department, council decided
to buy two new 8 x 40-foot shipping
containers for a total of $13,800.
They will be set on a gravel base cost-
ing $2,000, for a grand total of
$15,800. This compares with the

$270,000 estimated to build an ex-
tension to the centre.

Ward 1 Councillor Pam Beach said
she would approach the high school
to see if students would be interested
in painting murals on the containers
and, if so, would ask Lafarge to pay
for the paint.

by Roger Varley

Around 200 Uxbridge Secondary
School students raised more than
$21,000 for the Canadian Cancer
Society on Friday at the school's
eighth annual Relay For Life.

Students formed 26 teams ranging
from three people to nine to partici-
pate in the 12-hour fundraiser. Be-
ginning at 12 noon, the students
walked, ran and ambled around the
sports field track and engaged in a
number of Survivor-style challenges
before moving indoors at the end of
the school day "for security reasons"
and to avoid weather disruptions. In-
side the school, the teams did "laps"
of the school's corridors, ending with
a spirited finale in the school cafete-
ria. Students also heard the personal
stories of a number of cancer sur-
vivors who were invited.

Organized by teacher Lindsey
Hewlett and the 29 students in her
Leadership class, the Relay For Life
has been held at the end of May for
the past eight years, with more than
$150,000 being raised in that time.

Each student who registered paid a
fee of $20 but also raised money
through pledges. Hewlett said
$21,343 had been counted by the
end of the night, but there were still
some pledges yet to come in.
Among the students taking part was

one student on crutches and Graham
Baskin, Uxbridge's Easter Seals am-
bassador, who completed the day in
his wheelchair. At the end of the day,
Graham was exhausted, as were a
number of the participants, but
happy with the results, which in-
cluded taking home a "most spirited"
award and a pizza.

Thursday, June 6, 20193The Uxbridge Cosmos

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is pleased to announce the winners 
of the May "Trip of the Month" draw.

First prize of  "Cottage Adventure in Wales"
trip was won by Derek Heyes. Ticket #336,
sold by Doug Wilson.

Second prize of $150 was won by Cathy
Christoff, Ticket #139, sold by herself.

Third prize of $100 was won by Larry
Albright, Ticket #39, sold by Chuck Taylor.

Congratulations to our May winners and best of luck to all
ticketholders for the June trip - "La Romana Luxury”. Includes
direct non-stop air to La Romana, Dominican Republic. Seven
nights at the 5-star luxury Bahia Buoganville adults only resort, 
all meals, drinks and snacks, 
entertainment and daily activities 
and all airport transfers. 

MONTHLY DRAW WINNERS

Pet Hospital on Main
O P E N  H O U S E  •  J U N E  8 T H  1 1 A M  -  2 P M

•  F R E E  L U N C H
 
•  D O O R  P R I Z E S
 
•  C L I N I C  T O U R S

•  R A F F L E
 
•  T E D D Y  E X A M S
 
•  G R A B  B A G S

102 Main St N Uxbridge  • 905-862-0862

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Dale O’Neill

4+1 Bedroom 4 Bath
3100 Square Foot Home
Located in Aurora
Highlands. This Home Has
Been Well Maintained,
Shows Very Well And Is
Close To All Amenities. 
As A Bonus This Home
Features A Legal
Secondary Dwelling Unit.

Sold Firm in 9 Days!

SOLD

Sales Representative

www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Our 5th annual Day Out With
Thomas™ event is happening

August 9, 10, 11, 16, 17, & 18. 

We are looking for enthusiastic and
hard-working individuals to help make
this event a success. This is a great
opportunity in a unique environment

for those looking to gain work
experience, or for those simply

wanting to earn some extra income.

Apply online now at
ydhr.ca/train/thomas-jobs

Please note only on-line applications
will be accepted.

Are you looking to earn
some extra money
this summer?

Do you like working
outside?

Do you like engaging
with children?

Then York-Durham
Heritage Railway

has the
opportunity
for you!

20 Bascom Street
Upper Level

Wedding Belles

Bridal Sale
Fri., June 14, 4pm - 8pm
Sat., June15, 10am - 4pm

All proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary.

Chances Are

USS students raise over $21,000 for cancer society

FREEHOLD TOWNHOUSE
OPEN HOUSE SAT., JUNE 8, 2-4pm
Where: 5 -11 Gould Street, Uxbridge
Price: $619,900
Details: Beautiful spacious 4 bedroom,
2 washroom. Pride of ownership. Freshly
painted. Move-in ready in quiet family
neighbourhood. Huge family room with
walkout to beautiful deck, ravine, stream,
trees & fire pit. Roof- 2016, Large
windows. No rear neighbour. Come see
before it's gone.
MLS # : N4460214
Check out virtual tour 

Jonathan Kumar
Sales representative
Century21 Innovative Realty Brkg.

Direct: 647 609 9747 
Office: 416 298 8383
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Visiting family in Uxbridge, I had
the pleasure of reading the Cosmos
cover to cover. Not a long read but
an informative one. Kudos to your
writers for the robust editorial and re-
porting on village news. Coming
from a similar community, I wanted
to share two thoughts that we enjoy
in community outreach.

First, the village board agreed to
issue by email, a regular invitation to
read upcoming agendas and past
meeting minutes. This is a step be-
yond the “bird feeder” concept of
meeting news being posted on the
village website, and hoping individ-
uals might chance to see them if they
went looking.
Again, I compliment the Cosmos for

its coverage, and the obvious concern
for residents’ awareness of civic news.

Phil Brown
Libertyville, Illinois

After reading Mayor Barton’s most
recent column in the Cosmos I felt it
necessary to set the record straight.

Regarding the culvert project,
Mayor Barton says “we inherited a
complex but crucial project which
was stalled as land had not been se-
cured. Our township has now pur-
chased the land at the site of Coffee
time/Circle K and we can now move
forward in dealing with our flood
plain and end of life culvert.”

This culvert has been talked about
since the 80s as a threat by the con-
servation authority.
The previous council dealt with this

issue up to July 28 /29 of last year,
and on July 30 they were a “lame
duck” council due to the forthcom-
ing election. This meant no decisions
could be made at that time.

As for inheriting this issue, Mayor
Barton, Councillor Beach, and then-
councillor Gord Highet were on
council during these discussions and
knew about running out of time be-
fore the election.

So they were well aware of every step
that was taken to bring the down-
town culvert to a final close.
I guess my question is, what part of

the largest project this township has
ever taken on were they so confused
about that they didn’t know anything
about it, and in that case, they did in-
herit the problem, or cause it?

Bev Northeast
Goodwood

Thank you to Craig Miller and June
Archibald for writing to the paper
(May 23 and May 30 editions, re-
spectively). What they did not men-
tion is that the members of the
present council who sat on the previ-
ous council were part of the decision-
making process that approved the
culvert project without all the neces-
sary details being in place (i.e. the
land acquisition beside Coffee Time).
I've heard the present mayor blame
the previous council for the situation
as if the present council  had no part
in it.    

How did council get the necessary
permits? Is the council going to be
able to recoup the $3 million, or is
this just another example of council's
poor planning and wasting  tax-
payer's money? There have been ex-
amples of this kind of poor
performance over the last two or
three councils - the fire hall, the fire
truck, village hall sales, a gas bar on a
flood plane, etc. 

Robbie Robertson
Goodwood  

The Cosmos editorial of May 30, “A
Flight Path to Horrible,” is a com-
mendable analysis of the clash be-
tween traditional business ethics and
the sometimes profit-killing solutions
demanded by our present, and rap-
idly worsening, environmental crisis.
In contrast to the outdated views of
those Uxbridge leaders who, disap-
pointingly, support a Pickering air-

port, the Cosmos editorial shows for-
ward thinking awareness of what will
be new planetary realities. Develop-
ment that consumes farmland needs
to stop. Lifestyle choices that place
convenience and profit over environ-
mental care - single-use plastics and
drive-thru food services come to
mind as two examples among many
- need to stop.  In fact, the whole idea
of a continued belief in “economic
growth” as a positive governmental
outcome needs to be reconsidered,
with thought given to the revolution-
ary notions that an economic status
quo, or even planned economic re-
gression may actually be the only
ways forward.

At present, Uxbridge teeters on the
verge of losing its status as an un-
spoiled, bucolic, small town refuge,
largely free of big box mania and
graceless housing sprawl. If the town
is to continue avoiding the “rise” to
mediocrity suffered by nearby mu-
nicipalities, it must become an urban
leader, modelling the kind of growth
restraint that nature is clearly telling
us will have to become the norm for
cities and towns worldwide. But this
can occur only if our town govern-
ment has the wisdom and courage to
shun the ubiquitous lures of develop-
ment and profit. Sadly, recent evi-
dence, particularly the airport
support, but also the consideration
being given to selling parks, and to
the relentless shoehorning of rev-
enue-producing monster homes into
any available sliver of land, suggests
that present town leaders will be re-
membered only for being part of the
problem, and not for making any
contribution to a solution. Let’s hope
that they wake up and smell the stink
of jet exhaust that will replace the
good earthiness of productive farms

John Tomlinson
Uxbridge 

Letters to the Editor

For not a lot going on, it certainly has been a busy week. The Cosmos got a
lot of response to the editorial from last week’s paper - “The flight path to
horrible.” Seems we struck quite a chord with a lot of people who clearly see
that the creation of a Pickering airport is in direct conflict with what our
Earth is telling us needs to happen with regards to keeping her livable. We’ve
only published a couple of the letters we’ve received this week; there are more
that we’ll insert next week. 

Last week we read an impassioned letter written by Canadian journalist
Sean Holman that bemoaned the fact that, back at the beginning of May,
major media outlets - print and broadcast - found the birth of Prince Harry’s
baby boy more important news than the just-released United Nation’s report
on the mass extinction currently facing humankind. This is pathetic, and
horrifying. As much as climate change, and all things affecting it, is in the
news now, it needs to be more so. It used be we could say “Why complain
about the weather, can’t do a thing about it.” That isn’t the case any more.

**********
The date of this newspaper marks the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings
and the Battle of Normandy. We’re very much looking forward to the parade
and ceremony that has been planned for Uxbridge veteran Fred Barnard on
Thursday evening. We understand that he is a very modest man, but we do
hope he realizes how grateful we are for what he and his fellow men, including
his own brother, did for Canada. That’s why our cartoon this week is so sim-
ple, yet so meaningful. If you can’t be at the parade on Thursday evening, or
if you missed it, close your eyes for a moment and say thank you to Fred and
to those who fell before him.

**********
We were more than a little shocked to learn that our township chief admin-
istrative officer Ingrid Svelnis is switching gears at the end of the summer
and opting for an easier life. She’s been so integral to all that’s happened in
the township over the past how many years that it’s difficult to imagine what
it could possibly be like without her. We’re happy for her, though, and hoping
that the future will bring her some much-needed relaxation and Ingrid-time.
Running a township is no easy task on a good day. It’s likely going to take
her months to wind down! Or, she may be surprised and it will take no time
at all. We’re hoping for the latter, for her sake!

**********
The Cosmos found out just a few hours before press time that it has received
a Canadian Community Newspaper Award from News Media Canada (the
national association of Canadian newspapers and digital media, of which the
Cosmos is a member). We earned a second place award for “Outstanding
Community Service” and our 2017/2018 series on Doug Griffiths’ book “13
Ways to Kill Your Community.” 
When you’re looking at submissions from a possible 800 titles from all across

the country, it’s pretty amazing and humbling to even have your submission
looked at, let alone read and judged, let alone actually win anything. If we
were wearing buttons, they’d be popping. And yes, we are tooting our own
horn. A national award. Who’d a’ thunk?

Our two cents
Time to contemplate - and celebrate

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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Set in one of the numerous retail shopping
plazas that line Kingston Road in Ajax is a
store that is striking in its outward appear-
ance. All black, with silver trim and win-
dows devoid of any advertising or posters,
the only clue to the store's inventory is in
the name on the front: Smōk.
Entering the front doors, one steps into a

small, spartan vestibule that once again
gives no clue to the merchandise inside. At
one end of the vestibule is a small counter
behind which sits a store employee who
hits a button that opens an opaque door,
allowing patrons to enter the store - if they
are old enough.
Once inside the store, one is faced with a

spacious salesroom with display cases set
out in rows and in the cases are samples of
a multitude of different grades and qualities
of (wait for it!) cannabis. Marijuana. Pot.
Weed, Wacky tabacky. The cases also dis-
play all kinds of paraphernalia related to
cannabis use, some of which I had no idea
existed.

The above description is not based on
what I saw in a small news video: it's what
I observed when I visited the store just over
a week ago to make my first ever legal pur-
chase of pot. I really had no idea what to
expect, but was delightfully surprised by
the experience.
The inside of the store is just as elegant as

the outside, all black and white, but not
oppressively so, and there's plenty of room
to move around the display cases. The
room is needed, because there were a large
number of customers inside. And guess
what: I didn't see a single stereotypical
“stoner” anywhere. No sign of any Reefer
Madness lunatics. The customers were
mostly in their 30s and 40s, with more
than a few older citizens, men and women,
all seemingly normal, everyday people

Staff were everywhere: clean-cut, polite,
helpful and all of them dressed all in black.
And there was no hint of cannabis odour.

Although I have partaken of pot for four
decades, now, I had no idea how to go
about making a purchase here. Within 30
seconds, I had Jackie, an effervescent young
lady with a mini-computer in her hand,

ushering me from case to case, offering me
a sniff of the various samples set out and
determining what kind of effect I wanted
from my purchase. When I finally settled
on a product - (a strain called Sunset) -
Jackie pumped my order into the product
room and two minutes later, I paid for my
purchase. It came in a small, square, light
blue, plastic box with a child-proof lid, the
whole thing set in a small, white paper bag.
It was, at least for me, a surreal experience.

After 40 years of illegally buying an illicit
product - (and in those 40 years, I was
never able to find out why cannabis was il-
legal) - I had just made a purchase sanc-
tioned by both the federal and provincial
governments. It was a little hard to get my
head around it.

If I have one cause for concern, it's the
little plastic boxes in which the product
comes. I have no idea whether they are re-
cyclable or whether they can/should be re-
turned to the store. And given that the box
contained only 3.5 grams of product, even
though small it was still too large for what
it contained. I also have no idea whether
these plastic boxes are required by our gov-
ernment overlords. But I will not be happy
if these boxes end up in a landfill.
The point of this column, however, is not

to induce, urge, recommend or otherwise
prod anyone into buying or using cannabis.
It is to point out that allowing a retail recre-
ational cannabis store to open in Uxbridge
will not mean the community is going to
hell in a hand-basket. The Smōk store
shows that such a retail outlet does not have
to be a seedy little shop, tucked into some
dark corner of a strip mall, that is run by
unkempt, straggly-haired layabouts. It can
look, feel and be like any high-end retail or
boutique store with a knowledgeable and
courteous staff.
Sooner or later, a cannabis store will come

to Uxbridge. It seems to me that before re-
ceiving that first application to open such
an outlet in town, members of council -
and perhaps those who oppose pot stores -
might do well to visit Smōk and see there
is nothing to be scared of.
Tell me, am I wrong?

I know this sounds like a cliché, but I remem-
ber the day as if it were yesterday. It was 16
years ago, in the summer of 2003. I was stand-
ing in line at a bank in town waiting to pay my
credit card bill. Ahead of me were an older
man and, at the head of the line a friend of
mine. My friend asked what I was doing these
days.

“I’m writing a book about Canadians on D-
Day,” I said.
“Big anniversary coming up,” my friend com-

mented.
“Yes,” I said.
Then it was my friend’s turn for service at the

teller’s wicket and he turned to the counter to
do his banking. That left only the older man
and me in the queue. That’s when the older fel-
low slowly turned to me and spoke.

“I was there,” he said quietly.
“A veteran, are you?”
“I was there,” he repeated and then contin-

ued, “on D-Day.”
At first, I couldn’t find the right words. Fi-

nally, I blurted out, “Could you wait here in
the bank until I’ve finished paying my VISA
bill?”

We introduced ourselves to each other, ex-
changed phone numbers, and Fred Barnard in-
vited me to an interview that changed me, and
it changed the book I was writing. Fred
Barnard related to me his D-Day experience of
coming ashore in Normandy that June day in
1944 – 75 years ago today – with his younger
brother Don in the same landing craft at
Bernieres-sur-Mer, France. But Fred’s younger
brother never made it off the beach; a single
bullet through the chest felled Don even before
he reached dry land. Until that day in 2003,
when we met in the bank, Fred Barnard had
rarely talked about it. I felt privileged to hear
the Barnard brothers’ story.

Fred and I have carried on a friendship ever
since. Phone calls, periodic visits to the house
and the occasional meetings downtown have
allowed me to learn more about my coinciden-
tal friend. As often as we’ve chatted, however,
Fred remains a quiet and modest man. His
Second World War service in France after D-
Day proved equally remarkable. His Queen’s
Own Rifles of Canada unit continued to spear-
head the liberation of France; then Fred was
wounded by shrapnel in mid-August 1944.

All of that might seem just another veteran’s
tale from a war so long ago, fading and nearly
forgotten. However, several years after our first

encounter, in 2007, I accompanied Fred
Barnard to a ceremony at the Moss Park Ar-
moury in Toronto. At that event he received
the French Legion of Honour.
“I was no patriot or hero,” Fred told me then.

“I was just doing my job as a volunteer soldier.”
For the record, the Legion of Honour was cre-
ated by French general Napoleon Bonaparte in
1802. It was and still is the highest award given
by the French Republic for outstanding service
to France, regardless of social status or nation-
ality. It is the French equivalent of the British
Victoria Cross and George Cross combined.
Critics of Napoleon’s award once suggested
that such “baubles on men’s chests were mere
children’s toys.”
Baubles or not, I for one have the greatest re-

spect for what young volunteers Fred and
Donald Barnard accomplished that precarious
June morning 75 years ago. In simple terms,
were it not for them, I wouldn’t have the free-
dom to write these words today. You wouldn’t
have the freedom to read them. Nor would any
of us have the freedom to talk about it. With-
out Fred’s and Don’s sacrifice, today’s world
would look vastly different.
Fred remains a modest veteran. His daughter

Donna allowed that Fred doesn’t get out much.
The frailties of age and diminished hearing,
particularly in larger gatherings, such as he
used to attend at the Legion and veterans’
events, make meeting people awkward for him.
Nevertheless, the victory of successfully land-
ing 15,000 Canadian troops on Juno Beach 75
years ago this day remains very much on his
mind and the minds of citizens of this town.
In fact, today, people from across the township
will arrive at Fred’s home with flags, bunting,
poppies, music and tributes to a man many feel
is a hero. Of course, he would never see his role
in liberating France at all that way. Nor can the
goodwill expressed to Fred at his home today
ever assuage the pain and loss that he and his
family endured on D-Day. But unlike the
noise, confusion and death Fred Barnard
dashed through on Juno Beach in France 75
years ago, today’s homage was designed to pay
respectful tribute for a veteran’s job well done.
I contributed a card to this tribute: “I will re-
member forever that day we met in the bank,”
I wrote, “and be forever grateful for the sacri-
fice you made to give the world a second
chance.”

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Fred’s gift to town and country

TORONTO HAIR & BEAUTY AWARDS DURHAM SPA OF THE YEAR 2019

"I was looking for a spa to
help control my break outs
and keep my skin healthier. I
was tired of trying multiple
products and spas. I first
heard about Ziba's through
word of mouth. My skin feels
softer, healthier with no
breakouts. I will continue to
visit Ziba's Spa for treatments
and products."    Megan R.

Fuller, natural looking
eyebrows with
Microblading

receive

20%
off

plus free consultation

Ziba’s Signature Facial 

(European Facial, facial
reflexology, Reiki)

60 mins.

$90
($120 value)

Facial
contouring
treatment 

$8/unit
($10 value)

$400 ($600 value)

www.zibaspa.com • info@zibaspa.com
(905)852 2845 • 36 Ash St., Uxbridge Cannot be used with Specials offered here

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

A ‘high’ end store
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THIS WEEKEND
Fri., June 7: Blood Donor Clinic.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30

p.m. Hosted by the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge.
Sat., June 8: Community Care
Durham 14th CCD Walk for Men-

tal Health Awareness. Port Perry
Fairgrounds, 9 a.m. - 12 noon. A 1 km,
2 km or 5 km walk along Port Perry Wa-
terfront Trail. Proceeds support CCD serv-
ices across Durham Region. For info call
905-430-8014 or visit www.community-
caredurham.on.ca
Sat., June 8: North Durham Na-
ture Walk - Uxbridge Country-
side Preserve. 9 a.m. Introduction to
Birding. No pets. Preregister at ndna-
ture7@gmail.com or 905-852-5432
(ORTA shared walk )
Sun., June 9: The Committee of
Friends Meeting House & the
Friends Burial Ground invite you
to attend the Annual Interde-
nominational Service at the
Meeting House. 6800 Conc. 6, 2:30
p.m. All welcome.
Sun., June 9: Faustina Chamber
Music presents Music From the
Baroque Era, Composers from A
to Z. St. Paul's Centre for Spirituality
and the Arts, 3 p.m. Donations invited.
www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Sun., June 9: 144th Siloam
United Church Anniversary Serv-
ice & Decoration Day. 2:30 p.m.
Guest speaker: Rev. Stephen Kern. Music
by the Bacon Sisters and Jean Wilson.
Refreshments to follow.
Sun., June 9: North Durham Na-
ture presents Birding Beaver
River Wetland. Scugog, 7 p.m. Car-
pool shuttle first Blue Mountain Rd. at Lak-

eridge to Scugog Line 14. Preregister
geoff.carpentier@gmail.com

NEXT WEEK
Wed., June 12: Uxbridge
PROBUS meeting. Mill Run Golf
Course, 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Guest
speaker Dave Patterson, a Canadian
writer on Indigenous Peoples. For more
information visit uxbridgeprobus.com
Wed., June 12: Uxbridge Horti-
cultural Society June meeting.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7 p.m.
Speaker:  Suzanne Catty. Topic: “Grow-
ing and Making Potions and Lotions from
the Garden.” Flower show, refreshments. 
Sat., June 15: Zephyr Community
Garage, Bake, Barbeque and
Bag of Books for a Buck Sale.
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 pm. Set up in town,
book sale is at the hall.  
Sat., June 15: Yarn-Painting
Workshop. Uxbridge Historical Cen-
tre, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Len de Graf will
lead this workshop. No art experience re-
quired! Cost: $85. Registration IS re-
quired. Contact museum@uxbridge.ca.

COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900. The dead-
line for our next issue is 12 noon
Tuesday.

COMING UP

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

DAD REALLYWANTS THESE FOR FATHER’S DAY - 
BBQ IDEAS - A STEAK - SAUCES - CUTTING BOARDS! 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

Four di7erent Whiskeys:
1 - 12-year
2 - 15-year
1 - 16-year

$80 per person 
(tax & gratuities included)

A great gift for
Father’s Day!
Reservations required
hobbyhorsearms@hobbyhorsearms.com
905-852-6126

Scotch Nosing
& Dinner
6ursday, June 20
Meet & Greet 6:30 p.m.
Dinner & Nosing starts 7 p.m.

Barb was the beloved wife and best friend of Tom for 61 years, cher-
ished mother of Fred (Katrina), Doug, Susie (Chris), Trish (Mike)
and Lynda (Don); dear grandmother of Miriam, Dean, Laura and Je-
remy; and sister-in-law of Georda (late Bill) and Francine (late
Richard). She was predeceased by her sister Judy Ticehurst (George)
and parents Doug and Olive Dean. 

A woman of quiet grace, humour, strength and unassuming generosity,
Barb took pleasure in :nding small ways to express love and thought-
fulness to her family, friends and the many communities of which she
was a part. In spite of her health challenges in recent years, she never
stopped engaging fully in life and touching lives, through singing, gar-
dening, swimming (in all :ve Great Lakes one summer!), volunteering,
feeding others, enjoying nature, modestly sharing her experience, for-
ever learning, and welcoming all she met.

A celebration of Barb’s life will be held on Sunday, June 9, in Kingston.
A memorial service for her will be held at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, June 11,
at Trinity United Church in Uxbridge, where Barb and Tom lived for
33 years. If you wish to make a donation in memory of Barb, she
would have appreciated support of the Kingston Chapter of Parkinson
Canada or the Oak Ridges Trail Association.

It is with great sadness that
the family of 

announces her sudden
passing in Kingston on
May 24, at the age of 84. 

Barbara
Ann 
Rance 

Ann and Kevin Mallory
are delighted to
announce the
engagement of their
beautiful daughter
Mareena, of Uxbridge,
to the handsome Scott
Wallace, son of proud
parents Sheila and Drew
Wallace, of Kingston. 

Wedding to be held at
the beautiful Elora Mill
Inn , in the Fall of 2019.  

It was a great night at this season’s first
cruise-in - 86 cars and no rain! 
The feature car was a 1967 Mustang

owned by Dwight Daley from Caesarea.
The Bonner Boys Cruise-in is every

Thursday night from 5 p.m. till dusk at
Elgin Park.

CLASSIC CAR CRUISE-IN

Local business owners will have a
chance to meet and mingle at the first
annual “Connecting Business” event,
which happens next Friday, June 14,
at Foxbridge Golf Course. e event
is being presented by the Uxbridge
and Area Networking Group
(UNG). e luncheon, which runs
from 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., will fea-
ture a tabletop business showcase, a
BBQ lunch, and a panel discussion. 

“I wanted to bring all of the busi-
nesses into one location to talk about
how we can build awareness for our
businesses in Uxbridge,” says UNG
founder Annie Hardock. 

Panel discussion participants in-
clude: Christina Curry, chair of the
Uxbridge Business Improvement
Area; Rick Carlstrom representing
the Uxbridge Economic Develop-
ment Advisory Committee; and
Hardock; as well as two others. Panel
moderator is radio host Taylor Bursey
from 105.5 HitsFM.  

Tickets, $33 per person, are avail-
able for purchase through the UNG
website at uxbridgenetworking-
group.com and on the Connecting
Business Facebook event page.  

UNG bringing businesses
together for unique event
that focuses on ‘local’ 
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SERVICES
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience!   6/27 
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No
deck is too small or big. Very competitive prices,
20 years’ experience, 2-year written warranty,
free estimates. For all your outside upgrades &
projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.
6/6
FRASER EDUCATION: I provide tutoring in my
home for Elementary, Secondary, College and
University students. Summer 2019 sessions July
8 -August 23. Information 905-852-1145.  8/15
OLE’ HANDYMAN. Waterproofing, asphalt +
mould. Electrical & plumbing. Licensed, insured
& guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot
lights. Bobcat. 46 years’ experience. Financing.
Senior discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 6/27
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home
and Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have

trusted Heather Stewart for 16 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism. Property
Services/Dog Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-
Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
follow us on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge
6/27

FOR SALE
MOVING: WOMEN’S FAS SHOES 2A, 7.5,
lace-up, bone pair and pewter pair (colours), like
new. $35/pair or $50/2 pair; JCV Direct Drive
QLA51 Turntable M97 cartridge $75; Brother
Personal Fax-170 machine $10. 905-649-2244.   
QUARTZ CRYSTAL SINGING BOWLS,
Tibetan bowls. Crystal tuning forks. Chimes.
Meditation supplies, cushions, gemstone malas.
Private 'Sound Spa' sessions. Group Sound
Meditations for relaxation and restoration.
www.malalam.ca  905- 473-1672   6/20

FOR RENT
PRIME DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE
COMMERCIAL SPACE, desirable location,
(currently Savon Du Bois - across from Post
Office) available immediately. Approximately
1,100 square feet. Inquire:

sherri3lee@gmail.com   6/27 

ROOM FOR RENT IN UXBRIDGE. Call 905-
862-3885. Ask for Patti.   6/6

HELP WANTED
FULL-TIME PIZZA MAKER. Evenings. Country
Style/Pizza Pizza in Greenbank. Email
gb.pizzaandcoffee@gmail.com   6/13
YOUTH NEEDED to work on beef farm for the
summer. Call 905-852-5568.   6/13
LEAPS & BOUND, near Mt. Albert, is looking
for a Part-Time Dog Daycare Support Person who
is a mature, hardworking, conscientious and
reliable individual who shows initiative. This is not
a summer job, as we are seeking an individual
for long term employment. This job is not suitable
for students. Send resumé to:
wanda.leapsandbounds@gmail.com   6/6

YARD SALES
GARAGE/MOVING SALE: Sat., June 8, 8
a.m. 367 Feasby Rd., Uxbridge. Good horse stuff
(Western), household items, furniture. No junk.
GARAGE SALE: Sat., June 8, from 8 a.m. to
noon at 92 Oakside Drive, Uxbridge. Tools,
gardening equipment, some furniture, many
other items.
GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS! A&B Liquidating their
baby gear and clothes. Everything must go.  A
must attend to event for new mummas! Xbox
games too. Sat., June 8 at 8100 Conc 3.  8 a.m.
- 1 p.m.
YARD SALE Sat., June 8, 78 Oakside Dr.,
Uxbridge. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Two families. Clothes,
books, toys, bookcases, décor.

EVENTS
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION - A
practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion into
your life. 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at
Blue Heron Studio: 7 - 8:30 p.m.  Experienced
and those new to meditation are welcome.
Contact us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca   6/6

LOST
LOST: a double-looped gold earring. Sentimental
value. Owned for over 50 years. If found please
call Liz at 416-419-4383.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“God loved the people of this world
so much that he gave his only son so
that everyone who has faith in him
will have eternal life and never really
die.”                     John 3:16

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES
STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2
Car Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1
Now Open! 2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hard-
wood Flooring, Ceramic Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-
1678 Carrie Bergeron, Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

A Man & A Brush
Painting Service Beyond
Perfection

Interior & Exterior Painting
Concrete & Drywall Repairs
Powerwash & Window Cleaning

I am not happy until you are.

r.taverner@hotmail.com
705 761 4608
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$689,900
Very unique property by side by
side living. Two separate front
and rear entrances.
Home consist of 3 bedroom
main side with 1 bedroom
apartment on secondary side.
Multiple possibilities here!

Larry Olson***
larry.olson@sympatico.ca

416-771-7162

Year Round Cottage on 5 Chain
Haliburton Lakes. $62990. MLS
193330 or x4433399. 1282
Wonderland Road Located on Quiet
Year Round Paved Road, Town
Sewers and Drilled Well. 4 Mins to
Haliburton Village Yet Private Treed
Lot. New Landscaping and Dock
System, Bunkie and 12x18 Drive
Shed.

Kelly Meek*
kellymeekhomesales@gmail.com

416-557-4919

62 Bascom St., Uxbridge.
Sat. June 8, 1-3pm and
Sun. June 9, 1-3pm.
$469,900. Freehold townhouse in
heart of old Uxbridge. This charming
2 storey, 3 bedroom townhome with
walk-up basement to yard backs
onto town owned land and
meandering river.

Wayne Cordingley**
wayne@getusold.ca
416-936-0254

UNIQUE PROPERTY IN
DOWNTOWN SUNDERLAND
Historic Building with amazing
Residential Addition. Zoning is "CF"
Community Facility with many
allowable uses. Ideal set-up to Live
and Work in one location. LISTED @
$525,000  
MLS# N4414643

Dianne Olsson*
ladiedi@live.ca
905-853-5550

Beautiful Cozy Bungalow Just
15 Minutes From Uxbridge
and Close to all Amenities!! 

Huge Property for All of your Toys!!  Almost An Acre
of Property! 3 Bedrooms, One Washroom,  and a
Quaint Screened Porch!  Also Detached Huge

Storage Shed And A Bunkie on
Property!! Great Living Space!!
Priced to Sell!!  This One Won’t
Last!!  Stay Tuned!!

For Info Please Call Sherry
Directly at 416-433-7732

Sherry Cockburn*
sherryc@zing-net.ca

416-433-7732

Wayne Cordingley**
wayne@getusold.ca
416-936-0254

JUST LISTED $1,649,800
Stunning Bungalow on 25 Acres of
Paradise, 2 Car Garage,  Inground
Salt Pool, Cabana, 60x40 Heated
Shop, Large Pond wth Fountain,
4+1  Brdm, 3 Bath, Custom Kitchen,
Open Concept Layout, Fabulous
Finished Basement wth 2 Walkouts,
Many Many Upgrades.  It's A Must
See!!

Angie Smith*
angie@angiesmithrealestate.com

416-564-3916

905-852-2424
11 Main Street North  

mainstreetrealtyltd.com

*Sales Representative  **Broker  ***Broker/Manager

23 AGENTS STRONG & GROWING!

OPEN HOUSE

$779,900. Stunning open concept
custom 3 bedroom bungalow
located on quiet boulevard.
Hardwood floors throughout this
gorgeous home. Large kitchen with
abundance of cupboard and
counter space. Family size great
room with gas fireplace. Oversized
master bedroom with walk-in closet
and ensuite. 

COMING SOON!


