
ENJOYING THE HOLIDAY - Many residents took to the ice during various “free skates” held at the Uxbridge Arena over the holiday season. Pharmasave Uxbridge
owner Sameer Remtulla (centre, holding child in pink jacket) hosted one such event, and dozens joined him for an “ice time!”  Photo by John Cavers

by Nancy Melcher

There’s no arguing that the images coming out
of Australia at the moment are horrific. Enor-
mous fires are destroying homes and property.
Forests are being consumed, and millions of
animals have either been horribly burned or
killed. Daytime skies are smoky orange, red,
and even black. Former Uxbridge residents Tri-
cia, Martyn, Brendan and Gillian Hiley now
live in Mallacoota, a small town in the East
Gippsland region of Victoria, Australia. At the
moment they and their homes and families are
safe, but if fires in the region escalate, they will
have to leave.

Here in Uxbridge, the Hileys’ former home-
town, some school children learned about the
fires, and came home asking their father, Kyle
Halliday, if they could sell their toys to raise
money to help out with putting out the fires.  
“In the end it was decided that we would col-

lect beer bottles and cans and return them and
the money would go straight to the relief aid of
the fires,” explains Halliday.

A full-fledged bottle drive is now underway,
and residents are asked to donate all their hol-

iday empties to help raise funds: beer and wine,
cans and bottles. Contact Halliday at 905-391-
2104 for more information. The drive will run
through until noon on Saturday, January 18. 

There are drop-off locations around the town-
ship as well. The Uxbridge drop-off is at Trail
Capital IDA Pharmacy (in the Starbucks
plaza). For those outside of Uxbridge central,
there are two drop-off locations: 12835 Re-
gional Road 39, Zephyr, or 10350 Concession
Road 6. 

IDA owner Hank Parsaniya has also offered
to donate 50 per cent of his profits on every-
thing purchased (excluding prescriptions) from
now until Sunday, January 12. 
All funds collected will go to two agencies that

have been researched and are endorsed by the
Hileys. One is WIRES - Australian Wildlife
Rescue Organization (www.wires.org.au) The
other is the Community Enterprise Founda-
tion of the Bendigo Bank, in partnership with
the Victoria State Bushfire Disaster Appeal.
(http://emergency.vic.gov.au/relief-and-recov-
ery/921). One hundred per cent of funds do-
nated will go to communities directly affected
by the fires.

According to a recent report by the CBC,
many regions of Australia are receiving a small
respite this week as temperatures cool into the
20s, and small amounts of rainfall were even
recorded in some areas. Not enough to extin-
guish the flames but, in some cases, the fires’
advance were neutralized. By Friday, however,
temperatures are expected to once again soar
into the 30s and winds will pick up, enough
that seemingly-dormant or slow-moving fires
will once again reach monster proportions.

Uxbridge stepping up to help those Down Under 

Uxbridge North Gem. Picture Perfect 63 Acre Farm. Over 3400 sq. ft. 4 Bedroom Solid Brick Century
Home. Has been gutted back to the studs and all redone. Many Modern Features including
Geo-Thermal Heat, Metal Roof and More. Inground Pool with Hot Tub. Oversized Double
Garage. 40 x 60 ft Heated Garage with Very High Ceiling Height. All Workable Land 

(tile drained). 
Asking $1,459,000. 
Home and Property
show as a “10”.

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Happy Buyers! 10 acre Hobby Farm Minutes from Uxbridge
2 road frontages, creek, fields, trees, barn, solid house

New owners ready to make it their “Forever” home.
For your real estate needs call Marie at 416-970-8979

Www.mariepersaud.ca

Patrick Bryant
Broker of Record 

Direct:
905-852-5145

receive

cash
back!

up to
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Online @ thecosmos.ca
Working wonders in Weagamow
Ultimate local winter road trips

Angie
Smith
Sales Representative

416-564-3916
905-852-2424

Main Street Ltd. Brokerage

The fire as seen from the Hiley home in Mallacoota,
South Australia.    Photo by Brendan Hiley
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for the Month of

January, 2020
Eursday, January 9, 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

DEPARTMENT BUDGET
PRESENTATIONS (if needed)
Monday, January 13, 10:00 a.m.

COUNCIL
11:30 a.m.

PUBLIC MEETING
ZBA 2019-11 – ECOVUE CONSULTING 

SERVICES. INC.
Monday, January 20, 10:00 a.m.

COMMITTEE
Wednesday, January 22, 7:00 p.m.
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING
Friday, January 24, 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

DEPARTMENT BUDGET
PRESENTATIONS (if needed) 
Monday, January 27, 7:00 p.m.

COUNCIL

Employment Opportunities
Complete details and quali.cations required

for these positions are available at 
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

Aquatics & Recreation – Full-time &
Part-time Camp Supervisors (18+ Yrs.)
Camp Supervisors will program and
implement 9-10 weeks of memorable
activities and experiences for campers,
working in ratio with Camp Counsellors and
Volunteers. Interested applicants, please
submit a resumé and cover letter by February
3, 2020, to camps@uxbridge.ca for
consideration of employment

Spare Crossing Guards
Ee Township of Uxbridge is currently
seeking Spare Crossing Guards to cover
various locations in the Town of Uxbridge. If
you are interested in a position, please contact
Jo Ann Merrick at 905-852-9181, ext. 202 or
email: jmerrick@uxbridge.ca

We thank all those who apply, however, only those
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted. 
/e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity
employer in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the
Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). /e
Township of Uxbridge will provide accommodations
throughout the recruitment and selection and/or
assessment process to applicants with disabilities
and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal
information provided is collected under the authority
of /e Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca   
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Uxbridge Historical
Centre

Quilts Wanted!
Winter is the time to think quilts!
Eis spring the Uxbridge Historical
Centre will host “Pieced Together:
Quilts on Quaker Hill,” an exhibition
featuring quilts from the museum’s
collection, contemporary art quilts and
traditional quilt designs. If you have a
quilt that you would be willing to loan
to the museum during May 2020,
please get in touch. We promise to give
each quilt the white glove treatment
while on loan to us. We are also looking
for donations of quilts for our silent
auction, and used books on quilting or
supplies to sell in our marketplace
during the exhibition. 
For more information, or to send
photos of your quilt for consideration,
please email museum@uxbridge.ca
(No phone calls, please. Ee museum is
closed during the winter months.)
We look forward to seeing you at our
show in the spring!

Plaque Dedications in
Countryside Preserve

Ee Township of Uxbridge has
launched a Plaque Dedication
program, available on numerous sites
within Countryside Preserve!

• Excellent gift idea!  Just take a hike
and pick your post location

• Commemorate a special event or
honour a loved one for only $250

• Funds raised will be used locally on
Uxbridge trail projects

• 5” x 4” metal signs are handsomely
designed with a wood grain
background, gold lettering/border

Forms are available from the Township
ODces, the Arena or online at
www.uxbridge.ca/trail_maps 
For inquiries, contact the Trail
Coordinator at 905-852-9181 ext. 506 
or dcook@uxbridge.ca

Winter Ice Conditions - Elgin Pond
Ee Township of Uxbridge will be testing the ice conditions 

at Elgin Pond throughout the winter.

NO FLAGS………..TESTING HAS NOT STARTED 
RED FLAGS………ICE IS NOT SAFE TO BE ON
YELLOW FLAGS….SKATE WITH CAUTION

Please keep away from water inlets and outlets as ice thickness 
is compromised. 

Please note: Flags are located at the north end of Elgin Pond.

Reg. Rd. 1 will be closed between Jan. 8 and Jan. 22 for culvert
replacement. Ee closure will take place immediately north of the
intersection with Sandford Rd. (Reg. Rd.11). Please follow posted
detour routes. 

Road Closure Notice



by Roger Varley

It is pretty much a given that the Uxbridge Bru-
ins will make the playoffs, but judging by their
performance so far this season they will be lucky
to get through the first round.

In their last 10 games, the Bruins have won
four and lost six. However, the four wins came
against lower ranking teams. On Dec. 6,
Uxbridge blasted last-place Georgina Ice 11-5.
Later, they downed Campbellford, the Georgina
Ice of the Tod Division, 8-4 and then won two
against the Port Perry MoJacks, struggling in
sixth place in the Orr Division.
As a result, the Bruins are under the .500 mark

and remain mired in fifth place, eight points be-
hind the Little Britain Merchants. ey were
scheduled to face the Chiefs in Lakefield on
Tuesday and their next two games also will
prove to be a challenge. e Bruins host Little
Britain at the arena tomorrow (Friday) at 7:45
p.m. and play the league-leading North
Kawartha Knights on Saturday.

One of the highlights of the season so far has
been the play of Joshua Cammellari. He is in
second place in the division scoring race, with
26 goals and 12 assists for 38 points. However,

goaltending - which has been a strong point for
the Bruins in recent years - has not been effec-
tive this season. e Bruins staked their hopes
on 16-year-old Cam Smith, who came with
good credentials, having been a draft pick for
the London Knights. Unfortunately, he has lost
more games than he has won and is currently
sitting with a 4.13 goals-against average. Backup
goalie Noah Acciaccaferri, added to the lineup
just re-
cently,
h a s
w o n
m o r e
t h a n
h e ' s
l o s t ,
b u t
s t i l l
has a
g o a l -
against
a v e r -
age of
3.97.

Thursday, January 9, 20203The Uxbridge Cosmos

If your home has just come
o9 the market and hasn't sold,
don't be discouraged. :e rea-
son your home did not sell
may have nothing to do with
your home or the market. In
reality, your home may have
been one of the more desirable
properties for sale. So Why
Didn't Your Home Sell? Last
year many of the homes listed
for sale never sold at all, and
many sellers found that there
was a tremendous amount a
homeowner needed to be ed-
ucated on to sell their home
for top dollar in the shortest
time period. Don't risk mak-
ing the wrong choices and los-
ing both time and money on

your investment. Before you
hire a realtor, know the right
questions to ask to save you
time and money. Industry ex-
perts have prepared a free spe-
cial report called "How to Sell
a House that Didn't Sell"
which educates you on the is-
sues involved. To hear a brief
recorded message about how
to order your FREE copy of
this report call toll-free 1-
855-953-0226 and enter
2412. You can call any time,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Get your free special report
NOW to make sure your
home sells the next time you
list it for sale.

How To Sell Your Uxbridge
House That Didn't Sell  

This report is courtesy of Kelly Meek Sales Representative Main Street Realty Ltd., Brokerage. 
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. 

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Bruins hit some rough ice
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The town that allows parking angled
Will often find traffic is tangled.
We blew our big chance;
Chose not to advance.
Now Brock Street is frequently stran-
gled.

Brian MacIsaac
Uxbridge

I would like to lament the sad state
of taxis in Uxbridge. I was under the
impression that the purpose of a taxi
was to provide service for the conven-
ience of the customer, but here, I
have learned, the customer must bow
to the whims of the driver, those
whims seeming to be many. 
Having had the critical need to call

upon a taxi several times of late, the
service requested was granted only
once. At one point, I was left, poten-
tially stranded for nine hours but for
the kindness of a stranger who
brought me home. 

Being one of the lucky ones who
own a car, I feel for the people with-
out this convenience. I have vowed
never even to attempt to take a taxi
here again. If taxi companies bewail
their lack of ridership, they should
perhaps reflect more on the service
they provide. Though it may take
time to reestablish trust, people will
eventually respond to a quality prod-
uct. Word-of-mouth works wonders.

Nancy Aldrich
Uxbridge

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to extend a warm thank you to
everyone in Uxbridge Township who
pulled together and successfully sup-
ported so many different initiatives
over the Christmas season. The gen-
erosity in support of the Uxbridge
Christmas Hamper Campaign, in
particular, was very heartwarming.
As coordinators of this campaign, in

cooperation with the Uxbridge
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank, we did
our best to ensure that every family

or individual who applied for assis-
tance received either a Christmas
hamper or food vouchers.

We would like to thank all the
churches, local businesses, service
clubs and organizations, schools and
individual families who prepared the
Christmas hampers (which included
all the fixings for Christmas breakfast
and dinner, lots of extra goodies and
snacks, and gifts for the children and
their parents) for the many families
in our community, as well as all those
who so generously donated food and
funds to the food bank.
We would also like to thank the or-

ganizers and volunteers at the
Uxbridge Toy Drive who went over
and above to help.

And last, but not least, we would
like to thank Father Joseph Ro-
drigues, the pastor at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, for allowing us the
use of the church hall for this endeav-
our.

It’s a wonderful thing when that
spirit of kindness and a willingness to
share by so many different people
come together; and together we were
able to bring a little Christmas joy to
162 households in our community!
Thank you again for your generous

support, it was very much appreci-
ated! Without it we would not have
been able to get this program off the
ground!

Susan Gilbert, Kathy Tweedy,
Gloria Ross & Mary Ann Wagner

Coordinators, Uxbridge Christmas
Hamper Campaign

The Salvation Army Uxbridge Unit
would like to thank those who vol-
unteered and/or gave donations to
give a child a Christmas: Zehrs, for
allowing us to set up the Kettle in the
store, which they have supported for
many years; the staff at the Township
of Uxbridge Dress Down Fridays
committee; the Uxbridge Fire Fight-
ers Association, which is always there

when we need it; Glen Major
Church; Pine Grove Church; the
Sandford United Church music
committee; Zephyr United Church;
Jones Pools; Maggie McCreath, and
the many dedicated volunteers who
worked at the Kettle. 
Also, without the private donations

received from many residents of
Uxbridge and the communities sur-
rounding our township, we would
not be able to run all of our special
programs. If we have missed anyone
I apologize. 
We wish each and every one of you

a peaceful and successful 2020.
Bev Northeast

Chair of Salvation Army Uxbridge
Unit

On behalf of the “Committee for a
Community Christmas” in
Uxbridge, thank you for providing
coverage for the dinner on Christmas
Day, 2019.

This year we served approximately
127 people at the Seniors’ Centre,
the most ever for this annual event.
The volunteers who help to create a
successful dinner are amazing - they
set up tables and chairs, cook, serve,
clean up and provide transportation
and musical entertainment, as well as
donate food and other items needed
for preparing the dinner and cleaning
up afterward. It is truly a community
event!

Once again, thank you for your
support – it is greatly appreciated!

Janna de Boer
Committee for a Community

Christmas

Like many Uxbridge residents, I re-
ceived over the Christmas week a let-
ter from the Corporation of the
Township of Uxbridge notifying me
about an application and public 

...continued on page 6

Letters to the Editor

And so, it begins. No, we don’t mean the new year. We are instead referring
to the beginning of what could be an exodus of businesses from the down-
town of Uxbridge, namely the businesses that are most directly affected by
the installation of The Culvert.
The Divine Sisters Metaphysical Store announced last weekend on Facebook

that it was closing its doors here in Uxbridge. Here is an excerpt from the
post:  “The decision to relocate our store was a very difficult one for us, as
we have come to love the town of Uxbridge and all the amazing friends we
have made here, but in light of the very strong challenges our business has
been facing in the past year due to the highly disruptive culvert construction
project, and the very little support so far received from the township and the
local BIA, we have been forced to look for a better option to keep our business
running, so that we can continue to provide our services to all of our dear
valued customers.”
We knew that Regina and America had indeed been trying to make this dif-

ficult decision for a very long time. And we knew that the end of 2019 would
likely see them close down here. We didn’t know that they had found a new
home in Port Perry. Port Perry. Uxbridge’s arch-rival for as long as the two
towns have existed. We are now losing businesses to Port Perry. 

Let that sink in.
Speaking of sinking...rumours spread quickly at the beginning of the week

that Coffee Time, on the north side of Brock St., had suddenly developed a
sinkhole. We discovered that it wasn’t a sinkhole, but a definite heave in the
floor, right in front of the food prep area and the cash register. We were even
told that it was because the building was “settling.” That building has been
there long enough to have “settled” nicely. What it is is unsettling, in every
sense of the word. And to top it off, Coffee Time’s owner claims that she has
lost so much business since the culvert project began, she is looking for an-
other job “just to make some money.” She already works too hard, in our es-
timation, she shouldn’t have to take another job.
The kicker of it all - business owners that are affected by the culvert project

will have to prove to the township, once all is said and done, that they suffered
losses during the construction of the culvert. They will have to hire a lawyer
and submit mounds of paperwork, etc., proving that their business suffered. 
Of course their businesses are suffering - there’s absolutely nowhere to park,
sidewalks aren’t being maintained when it snows, so people who have to park
far away have to negotiate slippery, snow and ice-covered sidewalks. Still oth-
ers just drive by because there is nowhere to park. “Oh, the Coffee Time/Cir-
cle K lot’s full, I’ll just drive out to Tim’s/Starbucks.” Ug.
As we’ve said before, we’re not engineers, we’re not township staff, we don’t

know all that’s going on behind the scenes. But we’re pretty damned sure that
it’s a major worry when shops shut down and relocate to Port Perry. It’s a
major worry when shop basements that were always dry are suddenly flooded,
when coffee shop floors suddenly heave when they’ve always been level. 

Brock St. was supposed to be closed starting this week. Now it’s on hold
until who knows when. The Cosmos office is perfectly situated to watch as, if
this mess isn’t sorted, the Bottom of Brock slowly becomes host to tumble-
weed and sinkholes. A grim view, indeed.

Our two cents
The first of how many?

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.



Thursday, January 9, 20205The Uxbridge Cosmos

Just when you thought that 2020 was get-
ting off to a good start, I reappear in the
Cosmos after a month relegated to the side-
lines.
I could use this column to vent about the

imbecilic administration in the country
south of us, comment about the incredibly
poor job this township has done regarding
the Brock Street culvert, or question the
advisability of allowing one million cubic
metres of fill to be brought into a gravel pit
down Concession 7, but instead I want to
start the new year by offering praise to
some people who deserve it.
The reason I have not been on the pages

of the Cosmos since early December is that,
once again I have had some health issues,
with more than a couple of visits to the
hospital. I do not intend to dwell on this
subject any longer - (you all have your own
problems to worry about) - save to say that
in the past few months I have been over-
whelmed by the support and good wishes
of a lot of Uxbridge residents. That has in-
cluded anonymous gifts and wonderful let-
ters from people I don't even know. The
staff at the Tin Cup presented me with my
own coffee mug for my exclusive use when
I go in for a cup of java. I had no idea so
many people cared.
However, I shouldn't be surprised. I've al-

ways found the residents of Uxbridge to be
caring, compassionate people. 
For example - the USS Tigers recently re-

turned from the small, isolated First Na-
tions community of Weagamow, where,
for the seventh year in row, members of the
hockey team gave their New Year's holi-
days to take hockey equipment and expert-
ise to the youth of that native band. Yet
even the Tigers couldn't do it every year if
it were not for the generous support they
receive from Uxbridge residents. And the
Tigers found out just how much their visits
mean. A few days before the scheduled
trip, they learned that a resident of Weag-
amow had committed suicide. They of-
fered to cancel the trip but were told the
youth had been looking forward to the re-
turn visit for a long time, so it was better if
the Tigers went.

Talking of tragedy, Australia had been suf-
fering greatly from a firestorm of bush
fires. Canadian firefighters have been sent
to the land Down Under to help in the
battle. However, on a local note, some
Uxbridge youngsters have started a cam-
paign to collect bottles and cans in order
to raise money to send to Australia to help
with the fight. This is reminiscent of young
Josh Morrison's drive to gather pennies to
help build a Homes for Humanity house
or teenager Hayden Prince's efforts to raise
money and donations for the food bank.
They don't get the headlines that Greta
Thunberg deservedly generates, but it is in-
teresting to note that it seems to be the
young people who are really stepping up
for causes they believe in.

With regards to care and compassion
abounding, last year saw the start of the
Uxbridge Poverty Coalition, and it will
continue its efforts this year to try and find
solutions to homelessness, low income and
health care issues that continually dog our
poorest residents. It's a huge undertaking
with no guarantees of success on any front,
but at least the people involved care
enough to try.
Would that our council showed such con-

cern and compassion. This week’s “Our
two cents” tackles the fiasco that is the cul-
vert project more fully, but just have to ask
- how can council just sit by while one
Brock Street business is forced to close and
move to Port Perry and at least one other
store owner has become so desperate over
declining business that the owner has been
reduced to searching the Jobs Available list-
ings. The township's compassionate re-
sponse has been to tell store owners to tally
up their losses AFTER the construction is
completed and then hire a lawyer to seek
compensation.

Although our American neighbours give
only lip service to "government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people," at least
the thought is there. It seems to me that
council isn’t stepping up to the plate in all
the ways it should, but at least the town-
ship’s residents care enough.
Tell me, am I wrong?

I was heading home from the city the other
night. I dashed up the escalator from the TTC
subway, and spotted the coach I had to catch
sitting outside the bus station. I sprinted across
the platform and landed just inside the front
doors of the bus. The bus driver wasn’t pulling
out right away, so I caught my breath and
moved down the centre aisle of the bus to make
room for others. 

“Don’t crowd me, man,” said a young com-
muter next to me. “Keep the f___ away!” And
I stepped back and apologized.
“Who the hell do you think you are?” said an-

other man to the guy spouting the profanity.
And on it went. More expletives. More inten-
sity. Back and forth between the two young
strangers on the bus. So, before the bus left the
station, I asked the driver to open the door and,
as he did, I thanked him and said, “I think I’ll
catch the next bus.”

What a sad way to begin the New Year, the
new decade, I thought. It bothered me all the
way home, that night, that two strangers could
get so hyper about space on a bus, that they’d
threaten each other. They might even have
come to blows. I don’t know. I just figured that
I ought to get away from all that ego, all that
hostility, all that emphasis on self. And the
more I thought about it, the more I sensed that
the bus moment was a reflection of the decade,
maybe even a sign of the times. 
The 2010s were truly a decade of attitude!
By coincidence, I happened to be sitting in

front of the TV a lot over the holidays. Why?
Well, I’ve always considered the world junior
hockey championship an annual guilty pleas-
ure. I love watching the youngsters play our
(my) favourite winter game. And, conse-
quently, I watched a lot of expensive TV ads.
Several caught my eye. One featured a brand
name exercise machine with a rapid succession
of close-ups showing millennial adults sweat-
ing, grinding, swinging and puffing their way
through strenuous exercise – each one grimac-
ing and grunting like Sylvester Stallone training
for the world boxing title in Rocky. Similarly,
in its “Are CPAs boring?” TV campaign during
the games, ads about the new image of char-
tered professional accountants showed a kalei-
doscope of mostly young faces, all focused and
all with that Hunger Games death stare. OK, I
get it. Business accounting is serious. But is a
death-staring accountant the only route to a
successful bottom line?
All this tough pride stuff has bothered me for

years. The first years of the millennium, after

all, have been all about the “selfie,” what
Michele Moses of The New Yorker magazine
called “that ubiquitous symbol of millennial
navel gazing (that suggests) millennials are self-
absorbed, narcissistic and entitled.” Or, as au-
thor Will Storr chided in his book Selfie: How
We Became So Self-Obsessed and What It’s Doing
to Us, “this crazy idea … that in order to free
ourselves of all these social problems – every-
thing from drug abuse to domestic violence to
teenage pregnancy, we just had to believe we
were special and amazing.” Whether narcissism
or pushback against hovering parents, there’s
no denying that a generation of people repeat-
edly turning the cellphone on itself does reflect
an attitude. And not always a positive one.
Selfie proliferation has, for example, just as
often become the weapon of choice for cyber-
bullies.

But why only blame millennials for flipping
the viewfinder? We’ve got a baby-boomer pres-
ident of what some may call the most powerful
nation on earth flaunting middle-of-the-night
rants on social media as his version of the truth.
Indeed, this week, we witnessed Donald Trump
judging the activities of Qassem Suleimani,
Iran’s army commander, and apparently unilat-
erally (because he couldn’t be bothered consult-
ing Congress) arranged for the general’s
assassination. Trump’s was the ultimate in
rogue selfie attitude.
Attitude, however, is not always negative. And

in this, my first column of 2020, I’ve saved
some space to compliment the young men
whom I watched on TV, the past two weeks,
playing some of the best hockey this country
has ever produced and exhibiting some of the
best attitude this country has ever known. De-
spite a humiliating 6-0 defeat at the hands of
Team Russia in the opening round in the Czech
Republic, no matter the serious injuries that
would have driven lesser humans whining to
the sidelines, and then falling behind 3-1 as the
third period of the gold-medal game began,
these young men persevered (much the way the
Canadian women did at the Sochi Olympics in
2014) and fought through adversity to win
Canada’s 18th world junior gold medal. And, I
might add, they took off their caps and arm-
in-arm sang O Canada loudly and proudly.
That kind of attitude, I think, we could use
more of this new decade.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Attitude for a new decade

New Year. New You. Start it at Canadian Tire Uxbridge! 

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

H70T Treadmill

$54999NOW ONLY ea.

84-7876

SAVE OVER

70%
$22.92
IN 24 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

/mth.

Reg. $1,999.99

$119999NOW ONLY ea.

84-7881

SAVE OVER

60%
$50.00
IN 24 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

/mth.

Reg. $3,249.99

NordicTrack
C950i Treadmill

NordicTrack
C990T Treadmill

$79999NOW ONLY ea.

84-4987

SAVE

70%
$33.33
IN 24 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

/mth.

Reg. $2,999.99

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

I’m baa-aack!



Thursday, January 9, 20206The Uxbridge Cosmos

THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Jan. 10: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. 10+ kilometers; fast; two
hours; hilly loop hike, icers or snowshoes
required. Meet at parking lot on west
side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.
Sat., Jan. 11: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw.
5+km; moderate pace, 1 hr. hike. You
may need icers. Join us for breakfast after
the hike. Meet at roadside parking on
west side of Uxbridge concession 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
John Taylor 905-477-2161.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Jan. 13: Practice begins for
the Monday Morning Singers. St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 9:15 - 11:30
a.m. Monday Morning Singers is a local
women’s choir, directed by Anne Mizen.
We are preparing for an April 25th
spring concert. If interested in joining,
please visit our website for more
information, mondaymorningsingers.com
Sun., Jan. 19, 2020: Annual Bird
Feeder Tour. Hosted by North Durham
Nature. Meet at Uxbridge Secondary

School parking lot, Plank and Nelkydd,
at 8 a.m. to carpool. We will visit several
homes in the Glen Major, Chalk Lake
and Utica area to see what birds are
visiting their feeders.  Pre-register with
Derek Connelly at ndnature7@gmail.com

UPCOMING
Tues., Jan. 28, 2020: Animal
Nutrition at the Toronto Zoo.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7 p.m. What
do you feed a polar bear? How about
apes and giraffes? The chief nutritionist
and manager of Nutrition Science at the
Toronto Zoo, Jaap Wensvoort,
coordinates close to 500 different animal
menus every day. Presented by North
Durham Nature
Thurs., Jan. 30: Goodwood
United Church Soup Lunch. Open
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage - $5. For
more information, call June Harper at
905-640- 3347.

COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board for community events organ-
ized by a charity or non-profit
organization only. Events are published
as space permits. Email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900.

COMING UP

Evelyn Cox
is celebrating her

90th Birthday!
Please join family and friends as Evelyn celebrates her

90th on Saturday, January 11, 2020.

Drop in and share your Best Wishes any time between
2 - 4 p.m. at Sandford Hall, 433 Sandford Road

Passed away at Uxbridge Cottage Hospital on Jan. 6, 2020. 
Born and raised in Toronto, lived and worked all his life within

50 miles of the city. 
Husband to Betty (predeceased) for 67 years. Proud parent of 

4 children, 7 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren.
Norm was a Technical Director and teacher at Uxbridge

Secondary School. He enjoyed many hobbies, games and was 
a dedicated community volunteer.

A Celebration of Life will take place this Sunday, January 12,
2020, at 2 p.m. at the Udora Community Centre. 

Visitation will take place 30 minutes prior to the event. 
Sincere thanks to Douglas Crossing and the Uxbridge Cottage

Hospital for their exceptional care of Norm.
Memorial donations to charity of choice.

BRUNNE, Norman Alvin  
1925 - 2020

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
WE KNOW IT HURTS AND WE CARE
When you have lost someone you love, you may feel
overwhelmed, isolated and confused. This is normal

and there is help when you need it. 

GriefShare is a program that provides caring,
safe and gentle support in a group setting.

Please join us.
January 14 to April 7, 2020

Tuesday Mornings 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at
St. Paul's Leaskdale, 12251 Regional Road #1

For information or to register
loni@saintpauls.ca • (905) 852-5921
saintpauls.ca 
under FIND SUPPORT

STAFFEN, Linda J.
(née Ross)

September 11, 1960 ~ November 30, 2019

Peacefully at her home with her family by her side, on Saturday,
November 30, 2019, in her 60th year. Beloved wife and best friend
of Scott for over 22 years. Loving mother of Mitchell, Cameron
and Emma. Cherished daughter of Elaine and the late Ken Ross
and daughter-in-law of the late Sheilia and Glen Sta=en. Dear sis-
ter of Gary Ross and sister-in-law of the late Glen Sta=en Jr., and
of Ralph Sta=en and Joe Sta=en. Fondly remembered by her
cousins, nieces, nephews, other family and friends.
A Celebration of Linda’s life will be held at Mill Run Golf Club,
R.R.#1, 269 Durham Road 8, Uxbridge, on Saturday, January 11,
2020, between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m. Arrangements entrusted to the
Low and Low Funeral Home, 23 Main
Street South, Uxbridge (905-852-3073).
Donations in Linda’s mem-
ory to the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital or
the Odette Cancer
Centre-Sunnybrook
Hospital would be
appreciated by the
family. 
For online condo-
lences, please visit
www.lowandlow.ca 

LETTERS, from page 4

meeting concerning a desired by-law
amendment. However, despite my
deedy perusal, I have absolutely no
idea what it was all about: the letter,
in officialese and therefore com-
pletely incomprehensible, gave no in-
formation about what exactly the
owners (or their agent) of the lot in
question on Concession 2 want to do
that falls outside normal land use reg-
ulations and restrictions. Is it really
so difficult to state clearly and trans-
parently what fulfilling "condition 2
of Land Division Application
LD106/2019 in response to site-spe-
cific deficiencies related to the Rural
(RU) Zone lot regulations" actually
refers to?
And while I'm on the subject of the

opaque language used in this and all
other "Corporation" notices (includ-
ing those printed in the Cosmos), why
was this dated and mailed out on Fri-
day, Dec. 20, to be received during
the Christmas week? In political cir-
cles, Friday is called "Take out the
trash day," whereby great masses of
ephemera are shoveled out as press re-
leases just ahead of the weekend in
the hope that no one will notice any-
thing significant buried amongst
them. If I were a skeptical sort, I'd
put on my tin hat and wonder if this
notice was sent out at a time of year
when almost no one is paying atten-
tion to such things, in the hope that
it would be tossed into the blue bin
without a second or possibly even a
first glance. I can't tell if this zoning
amendment request is important and
if I should be attending the Township
Public Meeting, because I have no
idea what it's about! 

Surely a little timely clarity is in
order. By all means include the offi-
cial prattle if necessary, but please,
dear Corporation (this was sent by
Clerk Debbie Leroux), in future in-
clude a transparent summary for
those of us who may not speak offi-
cialese but who care very much about
what is being done around our
beloved township. 

Chris Clark
Siloam

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Limited Time!
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SERVICES
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking
up room? Preston Gallery/BiA
Photography at 77 Brock St.W. (Uxbridge)
specializing in restorations and scanning.
Stop in or call 905-550-8825.
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique,
6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339.
An uplifting experience!    1/30

OLE’ HANDYMAN. Interiors.
Waterproofing. Electrical & plumbing.
Licensed, insured & guaranteed. Big or
small. Kitchen, bath, stonework, cement,
basements, flooring, pot lights. Bobcat.
46 years’ experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311
(cell). 1/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your
Home and Caring for Your Pets. Home
Owners have trusted Heather Stewart for

16 years for her reliability and detailed
professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-
8525, follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge   1/30

HELP WANTED
CAREGIVER WANTED. Leaskdale. 2
boys (aged 1 year and 2 yrs., 9mths.).
Daily care, meals and general tidying up.
Must like dogs. Please call 905-852-7796
and leave message.   1/16

FOR RENT
UNIQUE 1 BEDROOM LOFT
APARTMENT FOR RENT. Bedroom has
walk-out to roof deck. Open concept
living/dining and kitchen. Fridge and
stove included. Located in Historic
Downtown Uxbridge, minutes to GO
Transit, movie theatre, restaurants and
shops. No smokers or pets. References
required. $1,500 per month plus utilities.
905-649-0094.  1/16
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT FOR
RENT. Newly renovated in a quiet
professional building in downtown
Uxbridge. No smoking or pets. $1,100
month including utilities and parking.
Uxbridge Chiropractic Centre. 905-852-
7704.  1/16
HOUSE FOR RENT. 3 bedroom, 3
bathroom detached. Close to Uxbridge
Secondary School. Pets allowed. Contact
647-765-7552.   1/9

FOR SALE
CUB CADET SNOWBLOWER for sale.
Electric start. $300. 905-852-6515.  1/9

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“In the beginning God
created the heavens and
the earth.” Genesis 1:1

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Uxbridge Radio
Serving Uxbridge, Port Perry

and North Durham

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

WATERFRONT COMMUNITY LUXURY HOMES
STARTING at $399,900. BUNGALOW, BUNGALOFT and 2-STOREY Detached Models with 2 Car

Garages. Premium Lots, Steps to Lake, Heritage Town, 1 hour from Uxbridge, Phase 1 Now Open!
2019 Specials Include Stainless Steel Appliances, Granite Countertops, Hardwood Flooring, Ceramic

Flooring, 9 Foot Ceilings and much more! Call Direct 416-997-1678 Carrie Bergeron
Sales Representative, Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd. Brokerage.

LOCAL BEEF
Antibiotic and steroid free with no
added hormones. Grass fed and
grain finished for marbling.  Boxes
of split quarter, frozen beef ready
now for the holidays!  Please visit:
https://www.lundell-lowlines.ca or
call/text Dave at 647-939-0349

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

WELCOME TO 2020! BE SURE TO CHECK OUR 
WEBSITE FOR NEW YEAR’S SPECIALS!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

Thinking of selling? 
Call Judy today for a free

home evaluation.

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 416-500-6377

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.powerofbluex2.ca
Cell: 905-903-7965

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

HAPPY SELLERS
4 bedroom, 3 bathroom renovated executive
bungalow, 2 car garage, muskoka room, huge
deck. For your Real Estate needs call Marie 

at 416-970-8979

2102 HWY 35 SOUTH LINDSAY
Looking to buy or sell?

Just starting to think about it?
Give us a call!
We can help!

NEW TO MARKET
...Is This Well Appointed 4 Bedroom, 

3 Bathroom, 2 Story Home.  Views Over The
Caledon Hills That Go On For Miles!  Offered At

$1,249,999

LIVE, RELAX, ENJOY 
This one has to be seen! 4 bdrms, 2 baths. 

Just under 10 acres of Sugar Bush and your very
own cabin in the woods. 112 Syer Line Bethany.

Offered For Sale at $674,900. 

Property w/General Commerical Zoning 
Detached Building w/Wheelchair Access

30+ Business Categories Allowed
Finished Walk/up Basement

6-8 Vehicle Parking
2 Frontages

Curious about the Value of your Home in
2020? Call Gwen today for your
complimentary and completely

confidential property market evaluation.
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Township of Uxbridge

2020 Spring & Summer

Published by

March Break 
& Summer
Camps

Aquatic
Programs

Child & Adult
Programs

Age-Friendly
Activities 

Fitness
Opportunities

Community
Groups &
Organizations

Municipal
Operations

Online
Registration
Available

Lvann@thecosmos.ca
905-852-1900


