
A SPECIAL WIN - Local skater Alicia Smith recently captured a gold and a bronze medal at the Special Olympics Winter Games 2020, held in Thunder Bay at the end of
February. Her gold was for Level 1 Solo Dance, her bronze for Level 4 Freeskate. Smith, a member of the Uxbridge Skating Club for 19 years, trains with Alison Mclean. Smith
was one of 14 skaters on the Team Ontario Figure Skating Team. Photo by Sean McKinnon

by Roger Varley

Municipal leaders in Durham Region reacting
to a report by KPMG on the future of the Pick-
ering airport lands appeared to have a different
interpretation of the report than Pickering-
Uxbridge MP Jennifer O'Connell.

Commenting on the KPMG Aviation Sector
Analysis, which was released by Transport
Canada late last week, O'Connell said it clearly
stated there would be no need for an airport on
the lands, which stretch across Pickering,
Markham and Uxbridge, until at least 2036.

That would be 64 years after the expropriation
of more than 18,000 acres in 1972,

O'Connell noted that the report said, given
the fact that it would take approximately eight-
to-12 years to complete the regulatory and
commercial processes of building a new airport
once a business case had been made, there is no
business case to support the immediate devel-
opment of an airport on the Pickering Lands.

"An airport in Pickering cannot, and should
never have been, a substitute for a real job cre-
ation and economic growth strategy that would
benefit our community now," she said. "Infra-

structure projects of this scale can only be vi-
able under the right conditions and cannot be
rushed or manipulated to fit local strategic
planning. The KPMG Aviation Sector Analysis
clearly articulates that there is no demand for
the immediate development of an airport."

O'Connell also pointed out that any future
considerations of the lands by Transport
Canada would have to include the proposed
airport's impact on the federal government's
commitment to achieve net zero greenhouse
gas emissions by 2050.

...continued on page 3

Airport lands remain up in the air

Call Tim Gardner 905-649-0250
Licensed Mortgage Agent M10001449

I work with multiple lenders to get YOU the best interest rate. 
Highlights of what I can do for you:
• Self Employed                • Refinances
• Reverse Mortgages        • Office/Industrial buildings
• Alternative Lending Specialists

Ontario Lending Solutions Inc. Lic#13063 

Mortgage maturing? Mortgage refinancing? 

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

GREAT 1ST TIME
BUYER OPPORTUNITY 

3 bedrooms, 2 renovated 
bathrooms, century home in 

Sunderland. Walkout from 
living room to huge fenced 

back yard, main floor laundry, 
large master bedroom with 
cathedral ceilings, walk-in 

closet and 3 pc ensuite. 
Walking distance to school, 

arena, shops. Offered for sale 
at $424,900.00

Patrick Bryant
Broker of Record 

Direct:
905-852-5145

receive

cash
back!

up to

Volume 16  No. 10                             YOUR UNIVERSE                Thursday, March 12, 2020

Inside Your Cosmos
Prepping for COVID-19 . . . . . . . . . . . .page 6
Bruins out of playoffs . . . . . . . . . . . . .page 6

Listing Local 
Marketing Global

www.StacyKearley.com

Your Local Link to Real Estate

Re/Max All-Stars Realty
Inc. Brokerage

47 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-6143
416-570-0393 

www.stacykearley.com

Sales Representative



Thursday, March 12, 20202The Uxbridge Cosmos

Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. 
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email:   accessibility@uxbridge.ca   
phone:  905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings
Meeting Schedule for the Month 

of March, 2020

Monday, March 16
NO MEETING – MARCH BREAK
Wednesday, March 18, 7:00 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING
Monday, March 23, 7:00 p.m.

COUNCIL MEETING

Proclamations for the Month of March
• Purple Day to Promote Epilepsy - 

March 26, 2020
• Pi Day of Giving to Ontario Tech University -

March 14
• March is Epilepsy Awareness Month

• Register for March Break Camps at the Uxpool,
by phone at 905-852-7831 or online at
https://bit.ly/396J4jd

• ‘Meet Maud’ - March 16th Day Camp includes
storytelling, crafts, scavenger hunt for ages 8-12.
$25 per person. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  Snacks included
but please bring a lunch. Located at the Historic
Leaskdale Church, 11850 Durham Rd 1,
Leaskdale.  Contact 705-228-8155 for more
information.

• Free swimming at the Uxpool March 16 to
March 20, from 1:30-3:30 p.m. courtesy of
Cindy Wood, Re/Max All-Starts Realty Inc.

• Public swimming  - additional evenings Tuesday
March 17 and Iursday March 19, 7:00-8:30
p.m.  Visit www.uxbridge.ca to view all regular
swim times available throughout the week.

• 4th Annual free family skate on Monday March
16, from 12:45-2:45 p.m. on Pad 2 at the
Uxbridge Arena, courtesy of MP Jennifer
O’Connell. 

• Public Skating - additional daily times from
Monday March 16 to Friday March 20, 1:30-
3:00 p.m.  Visit www.uxbridge.ca to view all
regular skate times available throughout the
week.

Township of Uxbridge Summer
Employment Opportunities
Full details on employment opportunities for
students and adults looking for summer

employment within the Township of Uxbridge
can be found at  

uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

March Break Events

Ie Council of the Township of Uxbridge invites
applications from residents who wish to be
considered for the Accessibility Advisory Committee.
Ie Committee provides advice to Council on the
elimination of barriers faced by people with
disabilities and ensures the Township’s compliance
with provincial accessibility standards.

Ie Committee meets Mondays from 4:00 pm to
5:30 pm, bi-monthly. Any person interested in
oFering their services, and would accept an
appointment, are invited to submit a Committee
Member Application Form along with a resume and
letter of interest outlining relevant qualiGcations and
experience to the undersigned byMarch 20, 2020.

Committee Member Application Forms and the
Committee’s Terms of Reference is available on the
Township’s Website www.uxbridge.ca. Please note

that this is a volunteer position. Ie majority of
members of the Committee will be persons with
disabilities, as deGned by the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act.

.  
Any questions regarding the Accessibility Advisory
Committee or these appointments may be directed
to the Deputy Clerk.

Josh Machesney 
Deputy Clerk/ Accessibility Coordinator
P.O. Box 190
51 Toronto Street South
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1T1
Telephone:  905-852-9181
Fax:             905-852-9674
email:         jmachesney@uxbridge.ca

Board & Committee Appointments
Accessibility Advisory Committee

Public Notice
NOTICE is hereby given that the Council of the
Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge
proposes to enact a By-law to stop up and close
the following described road allowance:

Donland Lane from Brock Street East northerly
to a point adjacent to 301 Herrema Blvd., in the
Township of Uxbridge, Regional Municipality of
Durham

It is proposed that the road will be closed on
March 16, 2020.  

A copy of the plan showing the location of the
road allowance is attached.  

Dated at Uxbridge this 4th day of March, 2020.

Debbie Leroux  
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk

Tender U20-02
APPLICATION OF DRIVEWAY PAVING

AND PATHWAYS 
UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE, 7239
CONCESSION ROAD 6, UXBRIDGE ON

MANDATORY SITE MEETING: A site
meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on March 11,
2020, at 7239 Concession Rd. 6, Uxbridge,
ON. Acceptance of bids will be dependent on
proponent’s attendance at this meeting. Sealed
Quotes will be received until 2:00 p.m. on

March 25, 2020 by:

Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street S., 
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1

Lowest or any bid not necessarily accepted. 
Iis Bid Document is posted on the Township

of Uxbridge’s website at 
http://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders

under Current Bid Opportunities

The Township of Uxbridge Fire
Department - Volunteer 
(Part -Time) Firefighters

Candidates must be 18 years of age or older. An
Information Session will be held at 7:00 pm March
11, 2020 at 301 Brock Street West (Uxbridge Fire
Hall). Applications may be picked up from and
returned to Ie Township of Uxbridge Municipal
OHces, or to the Uxbridge Fire Hall.  Deadline for
applications is 4:30 pm, March 31, 2020. 
Complete details and requirements for these

positions are available at
uxbridge.ca/employment_opportunities

-e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity
employer in accordance with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario
Human Rights Code (OHRC). -e Township of
Uxbridge will provide accommodations throughout the
recruitment and selection and/or assessment process to
applicants with disabilities and/or needs related to the
OHRC. Personal information provided is collected
under the authority of -e Municipal Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

Weight Restriction Season
Reduced load regulations will be in force on all roads under the jurisdiction of the Corporation of the

Township of Uxbridge eFective March1st,  2020 to approximately April 30, 2020.  

Vehicle loads must not exceed the allowable limit of Gve (5) tonnes per axle.



submitted by Amber Scaife

Lt. Col. Samuel Sharpe, Joseph
Gould, G. H. Dartnell, Rev. J. T.
Dowling, Horace Bascom, Harvey
Gould, and J. W. Kydd - these are
names that ring with the history of
Uxbridge. Each of these men com-
mitted to the service of their fellows
and lead lives that are collected in the
town’s history. What many don’t
know is that each of these men also
served as Master of Uxbridge’s local
Masonic Lodge, Zeredatha Lodge,
No 220. 

Contrary to popular belief, Ma-
sonry is not a secret society and is
not affiliated with religion. Ulti-
mately, Masonry is a charity. Masons
say that they work "to make good
men better" by exposing them to the
virtues of service - to their family,
their avocations, and their commu-
nity. 

e men of Masonry in Uxbridge
have long been committed to con-
tributing funds for those in need in
the community. In years past, when
the Masonic organization as a whole
was raising money for overseas
causes, the local lodge committed ut-
self to those in need within the com-
munity. 

In celebration 150 years in
Uxbridge, the Brethren are hosting a
Black-Tie Charity Gala & Silent
Auction at Mill Run Golf and Coun-
try Club on April 25, 2020. Funds
raised will go to local projects and
the Big Brothers Big Sisters of North

Durham, a group the Zeredatha
Lodge has long supported. 

e Gala will include dinner, D.J.
and dancing, silent auction, wine
service, close-up magicians, cash bar,
cash cigar bar, and the famous Dowl-
ing Scrolls will be on display. All are
welcome, tickets are $100 per plate. 
If you have questions, would like to

purchase Gala tickets, or would be
interested in donating items to the
silent auction in support of Big
Brothers Big Sisters of North
Durham, please email
secretary@myzeredatha.com

Airport still in limbo, from
page 1

She said it is time “for all levels of
government to work together to cre-
ate real economic prosperity and op-
portunity for our community, while
protecting our environment, fighting
climate change and supporting our
agriculture industry."
However, local leaders saw it differ-

ently. Regional Chair John Henry
said the report shows "the need for
an airport by 2036," adding the re-
gion has "only 16 years to prepare for
such an important and complex in-
frastructure project." He said the re-
gion is "focused on sustainable
airport operations that have the
smallest possible carbon footprint
and the biggest possible impact on
our economy and quality of life."

Pickering Mayor Dave Ryan said
the KPMG report stated there is a
need for the airport and it should be
ready in 2036.

Uxbridge Mayor Dave Barton was
not as enthused as his southern
counterparts.
"It is important to have some sense

of the (federal) government's future
need, because if the airport moves
ahead, all the area municipalities

need to have this built into their
long-term planning,|" he said.

He said the township's approach
will be determined by what kind of
infrastructure and development is
needed.
"I support an airport on these lands,

but only when it is required," Barton
said. "If future reports do not indi-
cate that an additional airport is re-
quired, then I will not support it
being developed."
However, perhaps taking a cue from

O'Connell's reference to the Trudeau
government's commitment to net
zero greenhouse gas emissions,
Henry noted that commercial devel-
opers are not prepared to make large
investments without a policy com-
mitment from the federal govern-
ment.

The chair said a Pickering airport
could be used for passenger trans-
portation, aviation-related services
and e-commerce and cargo opera-
tions.

Since the Pickering lands were ex-
propriated, opposition to the pro-
posed airport has been steadfast,
starting with Dr. Charles Godfrey
and his People or Planes organiza-
tion, followed by VOCAL and, since
2005 by Land Over Landings. Mary
Delaney, one of the leaders of Land

Over Landings, was reservedly happy
with the KPMG report.

"We were 98-per-cent confident
this is what they (KPMG) would
do," she said, "but they've punted it
down the road again."

She said local politicians like
|Henry, Ryan, the late chairman
Roger Anderson and the late Jim Fla-
herty have been pushing for the air-
port "relentlessly and aggressively"
for years.
"We kept saying Ottawa makes the

decision, not municipalities," she
said. "They can't just go around
promising jobs."

Delaney said that in the best of all
possible worlds, the land would be
returned to agriculture by offering
farmers long-term leases on the land.
Noting that several Durham munic-
ipalities have declared a climate crisis,
she said the crisis is not going to go
away.

"It's only going to get worse," she
said.
Asked what her organization will do

now in light of the KPMG report,
she said her group will have to talk
about their next
steps.

"Right now,
we're smiling,"
she said.

For links to the Executive Sum-
maries of the report, or to request a

copy of the full report, visit thecos-
mos.ca
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

11570 Conc. 3, Zephyr    905-852-6047 uxbridgemanorandspa.com

We look forward to welcoming you.
At Uxbridge Manor Spa, we
want to provide you with a
truly memorable experience.

Our peaceful sanctuary is
ideal for helping you de-
stress, relax, and re-center. 

Rejuvenate Your Mind, Body
& Soul.

Visit our day spa in Uxbridge
to experience one of our
treatments for yourself!

• Massages
• Waxing
• Manicures &
Pedicures
• Facials
• Advanced
Aesthetic
Treatments
• Laser Treatments
• Injectables

MANOR SPA

Non-Surgical Anti-Aging Treatments

Advanced Aesthetic Treatments

Rejuvenate Your Mind, Body & Soul

Masons host gala to celebrate
150 years in Uxbridge 
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Re: Letters to the Editor, March 5
edition

Yes, I couldn't agree with [Barbara
Blower]more. That intersection
[Brock and Toronto Streets] is very
scary for pedestrians and should be
taken seriously before there is a fa-
tality. 

I have had a few close calls, and
some drivers are very rude and
some just are not paying attention.
I overheard a father one day in-
structing his son on how to use the
lights. 
"When you see the walk sign you

can go, BUT, be very careful  peo-
ple are in such a hurry these days."    
Words of wisdom and a sure sign

of the times.
Maureen Coxworth

Uxbridge

Lower Brock St. Plans Haiku

A downtown parkette
would be very good to have
with a nice fountain

Brian MacIsaac
Uxbridge

I am an empty-nested individual

who likes cookies. I like Zehrs
cookies, from their bakery, but I
can’t justify the big plastic thing
they come in, so now I am going
to the bakery on Brock Street. 

Have you been in Bredin’s Bak-
ery? They should charge a buck
just to go in for a sniff. Plus, you
get your product in far more eco-
friendly packaging.

Colin Murphy
Uxbridge

In the good old days, when nobody
talked about vehicle air pollution,
the Department of Transport had
a very good thing going in our
cities and towns. At nights, with
hardly any traffic, some traffic
lights would go to flashing red and
yellow. It meant that, on a flashing
red, a vehicle had to come to a full
stop and if no other traffic was en-
countered, that vehicle could pro-
ceed through the flashing red light.   

The flashing yellow light meant
that a vehicle could proceed with
caution, without coming to a full
stop like the vehicle on the flashing
red light.
This practice cut down on a great

amount of air pollution from
idling cars. Why the people re-
sponsible for traffic lights ever
changed that excellent system, no-
body knows. Now, with everyone
worrying about needless idling be-
cause of the pollution created, it
would make total sense to go back
to that old, excellent traffic light
system.   

There is no cost involved, only a
slight adjustment of the timers. 

I hope our Uxbridge Works De-
partment is listening.  

Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

It’s been quite the week! March insisted on coming in like a lion, and dumped
a boatload of snow on us. Now we’re not sure which jacket/coat to wear as
the temperatures climb to double digits, and although we know it’s too soon
to put away the boots, we can’t help wearing our inside shoes outside just be-
cause we can. Almost... The long range forecast seems to have us hovering
well above the freezing mark, but we’re Canadian. We know better.
Good news came in the form of the KPMG Aviation Sector Analysis on the

proposed Pickering airport, released by Transport Canada late last week. It’s
been amusing to read the various press releases that are being put out by dif-
ferent groups/parties/governments and see just where their stance is on the
Pickering airport and the lands on which it may, or may not, sit. MP Jennifer
O’Connell made it obvious once again that she is against the airport, saying
in a release that “the [KPMG] report states that, given the fact that it would
take approximately 8-12 years to complete the regulatory and commercial
processes of building a new airport, there is no business case to support the
immediate development of an airport on the Pickering Lands.”
Pick any one of the Region of Durham press releases, and it’s a very different

vibe. “A review of the KPMG Aviation Sector report on the future of the
Pickering lands once again makes a strong case for the development of a mod-
ern, 21st century airport; designed to meet growing demand in the eastern
Greater Toronto Area (GTA) and Ontario, as a whole,” says a release dated
Monday. It continues: “...the KPMG analysis...confirmed that the Greater
Toronto Area (GTA) needs a new airport in 2036. In the past 20 years, in-
ternational air travel for Canadian airports has more than doubled (up 108
per cent).”
Nice try, kids. We read the Executive Summaries of all three sections of the

KPMG report, and nowhere did it “confirm” that the GTA “needs a new air-
port in 2036.” It did say, in layman’s terms, that the scope of its analysis was
looking 16 - 20 years into the future, and it chose 2036 as a benchmark year.
We went over each section a few times, and it never, ever “confirmed” any-
thing. It did say quite plainly that it could not, in its scope, find a business
case for the airport. It did say that, although it saw airport needs in Ontario
increasing in the future, those needs could perhaps be taken on by altering
the service, roles and facilities of other airports, such as Toronto Pearson, Billy
Bishop, Hamilton, and even Oshawa.
This just proves that it people will hear (read) what they want to hear. The

Region obviously read the report as a big fat green light. MP O’Connell ap-
pears to see it as a definitive red light. We see it as an orange light - it doesn’t
conclusively say yes or no. Which, for those whose land was expropriated
from them over 40 years ago, must be incredibly frustrating. What happens
now? Is it possible that the proposed airport lands will sit relatively unused
for the next 20 years while the powers-that-be wait and see whether an airport
is necessary or not? That land will have sat for around 60 years by then - it
was already good farmland, but it should be quite lush by that time, having
had lots of time to replenish and rebuild its soil while it does nothing. 

And so, the Pickering airport saga continues. In the meantime, that land
could be used to feed a lot of people. Dig in.

Our two cents
Nothing definitive on paving paradise

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,800 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  Lvann@thecosmos.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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“The only thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do nothing.” - Edmund
Burke

I recently received an e-mail from a local res-
ident which was nothing more than and out-
and-out racist screed against our native
population.

It is not the first time I have seen this post
- or a variation on it - but it's the first time it
has been sent to me by someone I know. And
what it tells me is that racism isn't just some
poisonous verbiage spewing from the dark
corners of a discontented griper's far-away
basement: it resides right here in what we
presume to be an enlightened rural commu-
nity. 
I will not repeat the entire e-mail - (I'm sure

many of you have seen similar versions in the
past) - but I will quote a few of the lies con-
tained therein in the vain hope that I can ed-
ucate the sender and convince that person to
have a change of heart.

It starts out by asking the Trudeau govern-
ment what budgetary measures it's going to
take to help Canada's seniors and then, to
back up its case, proceeds to list all the luxu-
ries enjoyed by native people at the expense
of the immigrant population.

It talks about the residential schools to
which thousands of native children were sent
by their benign white masters.

"While we small-town and country kids
were going to one-roomed schools that
housed eight grades with only one teacher
and our parents were buying books, the in-
digenous native kids were in schools where
they got a more balanced education, free
room and board, free school books, free sup-
plies and clothes."

Where does one begin? Firstly, those one-
room schools were the backbone of educa-
tion in rural areas for many years and did not
automatically mean a poor education. My
sister attended such a school when we first
came to Canada and she loved it. In fact, her
teacher at the time is still a close family friend
after 60 years. Secondly, to get to the school,
she wasn't ripped from the arms of her loving
family, or transported, as was often the case,
hundreds of miles away or forced to wear
clothing that sought to alienate her from her
heritage.

Quote No. 2: "Oh yes, they are complain-
ing that they lost their language. Do they
think we, the immigrants from Eastern Eu-
rope, were able to continue to speak our na-
tive tongue in school? No, we all had to learn
to speak, read and write English." News flash
for the unenlightened: the native population
were not and are not immigrants.They were
born here, so why should they be forced to
abandon their language and culture in their
own home and native land?
And so it continues, listing what the writer

- or the originator of this diatribe - deems as
all the freebies and cash give-aways that have
so generously been poured into native bank
accounts, all, it seems, paid for by the unfor-
tunate seniors and immigrants. Reading this
piece of invective, one would be led to be-
lieve all Indigenous people are rolling in cash
while the poor seniors are all hunkered down
in food banks.

The original invaders of this land came
across the sea and, without so much as a by-
your-leave, took over the entire country, rel-
egating the native inhabitants to small,
remote parcels of land. Many of these so-
called reserves are so remote they can only be
accessed by plane, much of their housing is
sub-standard and more than a few have on-
going problems with a supply of clean drink-
ing water.

Meanwhile, those put-upon immigrants
drive their SUVs along ribbons of highway
to good-paying jobs, which come complete
with statutory holidays, stopping on the way
home to their massive houses to pick up din-
ner at any of a hundred fast-food outlets, safe
in the knowledge that help is always available
in times of trouble.

If the Indigenous people have it so good -
(and, of course, at the expense of our seniors)
- perhaps the sender of the e-mail can explain
why their suicide rate is so high, especially
among native youth.

You will notice that I have not named the
person who sent me the e-mail. But I give
fair warning: in the future, anyone who
deigns to send me such scurrilous messages
will be outed in this column. It seems to me
if these racists are so intent on getting their
message out, they shouldn't mind the pub-
licity.
Tell me, am I wrong? 

Not since the Second World War has this coun-
try required that young people complete service
in the military. The Canadian Forces have re-
lied solely on volunteers since 1945. Conse-
quently, this week, while attending a student
awards night at Centennial College, I was sur-
prised to meet a young scholarship recipient
who’d previously completed military service.
His name was Yonghwan Seok.

“Before I came to Canada in 2018,” he told
me, “I dropped out of (school) and went
straight into two-year, mandatory military serv-
ice.”

Yonghwan Seok’s career path is not unlike
many young people from the Republic of
South Korea. Originally sponsored by his fam-
ily to complete a post-secondary school pro-
gram in interior design, he dropped out after
only one semester. In a short biographical
sketch he gave me, Yonghwan admitted that he
preferred to spend his money buying and rid-
ing motorcycles – he owned four of them. Life
as a teenager seemed carefree, if a little rudder-
less.
Yonghwan and I met on Monday night for the

first time. At the student awards ceremony, he
received the June Callwood Scholarship, a bur-
sary that I’ve sponsored at Centennial College
since 2003. He exhibited plenty of the youthful
exuberance that likely sparked his leisure pur-
suits in the saddle of a motorcycle. But he also
seemed older than his 20-something years. Ap-
parently, his two years in uniform, then several
more as a blue-collar worker, forced him to aim
higher, think bigger and look farther afield, to
college in Canada. But first he had to learn the
language.

“To brush up my skills I listened to English
radio channels while driving trucks,” he said.
“I think resilience came from my eager desire
for long-term success.”
By coincidence, also this week, I met another

youth whose life has been shaped by a military
experience. In fact, I met Sergeant Lauren Espe
during preparation for the 151 Chadburn
Squadron annual awards banquet last Sunday.
Lauren, at 15, was rehearsing her introduction
of the guest speaker – me. Even in rehearsal,
however, her voice brimmed with enthusiasm;
she loved the chance to be part of the celebra-
tion of her squadron. The 151 Squadron came
as a result of General Motors joining the Rotary
Club of Oshawa to develop the attributes of
good citizenship and leadership among the re-
gion’s youth. Lloyd Chadburn, the squadron’s
namesake, had moved to Oshawa as a boy in
1919. At the outbreak of the Second World
War, he offered his service to the RCAF. Over-
seas he led RCAF 416 Fighter Squadron. So
proficient in escorting other Allied aircraft to
and from combat areas, he was known as “The

Angel.” On June 13, 1944, Wing Commander
Chadburn was killed in action over Normandy.
The 151 Lloyd Chadburn Squadron had been
up and running since 1942.

During the banquet rehearsal, I introduced
myself to Lauren.
“Glad to meet you, Sir,” she said.
I suggested the title “Sir” really belonged to

my father.
“Yes, of course, Sir,” she responded, her train-

ing obviously overruling my suggestion.
During the banquet I sat with Maj. Bert

Weigel, the commanding officer of 151
Squadron. When I asked what routine the
cadets follow, he explained that they receive
training in physical fitness, self-discipline, lead-
ership skills, aviation professions, firearm safety
and instruction in all-round sensible living
habits. When I asked about the young sergeant
who introduced me, Maj. Weigel explained
Lauren’s entire family was involved – her father,
mother and older sister; in fact, during the
awards portion of the evening that sister, 16-
year-old Flight Sergeant Kirsten Espe, received
a medal of excellence from the Royal Canadian
Legion in Oshawa.
When I asked if other 151 Squadron person-

nel had graduated from cadets into active serv-
ice, he said, yes, that the legacy of Lloyd
Chadburn lived on. Former cadet Cory Bliss
now served as a submariner in the Navy; his
brother Ryan is a combat engineer; Dave
Brosseau currently flies F-18 fighter jets, Dave
Weigel (Bert’s son) leaves shortly for a tour in
the Middle East flying Griffon helicopters. The
list went on and on. Eventually, I wondered
why the two Espe daughters and their parents
seemed so committed to the squadron, given
they were immigrants from the Philippines.
“The parents love the connection to the com-

munity,” Weigel said. “Lauren and Kirsten have
taken on every challenge they face. And there’s
a third younger sister, and we’ll have her in-
volved before too long.”
Just a few years older and from a different na-

tional culture, Yonghwan Seok, my scholarship
recipient, had faced his share of challenges in
mandatory military training in South Korea
too. But it appeared to have served him well in
the long run.

“The (military) missions were excruciating,”
Seok said, “but surviving them filled me with
confidence, as if they were preparing me for so-
ciety experiences ahead.”
In a year he’ll graduate from Centennial Col-
lege’s Three-D Animation program with hopes
that a film or gaming company will offer him
a career. 

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Armed service shaping youth

4 Banff Rd.,
Uxbridge   

Breakfast
Special 

3 eggs, bacon, Texas
toast, home fries and

hot or cold drinks

2 can dine for
$14 OR 1 can

dine for $8

2 can dine
for only
$18.95 

Haddock
Special 
2 Haddock fish, 
2 chips, coleslaw

and 2 pop 

Sole Fish
introductory

offer
Sole fish and
chips for $7!

ADD one
more fish for

only $2

Any Family Pack
5+3 Deal
5 Fish + 3 Chips 
$10.00 off!

*Take out Only

Fish Taco & Chips
only $5!

*Present coupon when placing order. *All coupons valid from March 16-29, 2020. Cannot combine with any other offer. All coupons valid at Halibut House Uxbridge location only

905-852-8889

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Racism is alive and sick



by Roger Varley

To paraphrase a famous line, it was
the best of games, it was the worst of
games.
It was the best because last Wednes-

day's game between the Uxbridge
Bruins and the visiting Clarington
Eagles was as exciting a game as has
been seen in the arena all season,
with more oohs and ahs than a
speech therapists' convention.
It was the worst because the Bruins'

3-2 overtime loss to the Eagles saw
the Uxbridge team's PJHL Orr Divi-
sion Cougar Cup run come to an
end.
With the Eagles leading the best-of-

seven semi-final series 3-2, both
teams came out firing on all cylin-
ders, with plenty of offensive rushes
on both sides. e Bruins opened the

scoring late in the first period when
Cole Bremner fired a long, cross-ice
pass to Brendan Reid at the Eagles'
blue line. As the period was winding
down, a Clarington shot on net
bounced high in the air and landed
at the feet of goalie Cam Smith,
where it was jumped on by the Ea-
gles' Spencer Newell.

In the second period, both teams
came within inches of scoring during
goalmouth scrums in the first five
minutes, but both Smith and Clar-
ington's Conner Latchford made
some sensational saves. e Bruins
survived two short periods of having
two men in the penalty box with ex-
cellent penalty kills.

Less than a minute into the third
period, Daniel Giorgio put the Bru-
ins in the lead once more with a
power-play goal, assisted by Toby
Cooper and Adam Turner. However,
the Eagles came back to tie the game
again just past the halfway mark. 

In the overtime period, Mitchell
Doyle brought the Bruins' hopes to
an end with the winning goal just
over four minutes into the period.
Despite the end result, it was one of

the best games the Bruins played all
year, with every line working well to-
gether and the entire team playing as
a whole. e Cosmos named Justin
Bennett as player of the game for the
Bruins and Manning for the Eagles.

e Eagles now face the North
Kawartha Knights in the best-of-
seven final series, which the Knights
lead 1-0.
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THIS WEEKEND
Sat., March 14: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike. No dogs
please. Meet at roadside parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905-830-2862.
Wed., March 18: Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike, 9:30 a.m.
Glen Major West. This is a moderate to
fast pace 4 hr., 14 km loop hike or with
lots of hills. Meet at the parking lot on the
east side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905-830-2862.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., March 16: Fusion Garden-
ing with the Claremont Garden
Club. Claremont United Church, 7 p.m.
(refreshments), meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Guest speakers will be Margaret Aber-
nathy & Richard Portelance, owners of
Cypress Hill Landscape Design and
Build. Free for members, $5 for guests.
No need to be a Claremont resident. Fol-
low the Club on Facebook or visit clare-
montgardenclub.ca for further details.
Tues., March 17: Boot Camp for
the Soul: Readings and Medita-
tion. St. Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyte-
rian Church, 9:30 a.m. Learn spiritual

practices for Lent. info: stan-
drewschalmers.ca
Tues., March 17: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens Club Lunch. Seniors Centre,
12 noon. Scalloped potatoes,  ham,
salad, dessert, coffee/tea. Tickets $15
for members, available at the Community
Care office. 
Wed., March 18: Lent Candlelight
Communion Service, St. Paul’s Angli-
can Church, 7-8:30 p.m. A quiet, medi-
tative & contemplative way to experience
the rhythm of Lent. All welcome. stpauls-
uxbridge.ca
Fri., March 20: Goodwood Bap-
tist Church presents Mikhaela
Gray-Beerman and Fight4Free-
dom, an organization which assists
women & men exploited in the sex trade
with finding freedom, healing, and
restoration. 7 p.m. 

UPCOMING
Tues., March 24: North Durham
Nature presents “Tracing the
Roots of Native Plants” with Paul
LaPorte. Uxbridge Senior’s Centre, 7
p.m. Everyone welcome, donations ap-
preciated. 
COMING UP is a free community bul-
letin board for community events organ-
ized by a charity or non-profit
organization only. Events are published
as space permits. Email Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca or call 905-852-1900.

COMING UP

Proudly serving Uxbridge for 30 years

We have recently changed our location and are now located at:

304 Toronto Street South, Suite 200, Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1Y2
416-431-3030

www.bassmurphy.com 

by Roger Varley

Dr. Carlye Jensen told Uxbridge
council Monday that the arrival of
the coronavirus (COVID-19) in
Uxbridge is not a question of if, but
when.

"We don't want to be caught with
our pants down," Jensen said in a
deputation, noting staff and doctors
at the Uxbridge Hospital are being
trained to respond to the infection.
As part of the local medical commu-
nity's efforts, she said, weekly up-
dates on the situation will be posted
on www.uxbridgehealth.ca Jensen
said the site will be updated every
Sunday.

"We want to rally our community
to come together, to be responsible
and to protect and care for on an-
other," she said.

She stressed that wearing surgical
masks does little to lower the risk of
contracting the coronavirus, noting
that the infection is spread mainly by
physical contact. She said anyone
who believes they might have the in-
fection should not go to the hospital
or a clinic, but rather phone the
Durham Region Public Health De-
partment at 1-800-841-2729 or Tele-
health at 1-866-797-0000. Jensen

noted, however, that people who
need to visit the hospital's emergency
department should not unnecessarily
avoid seeking care.

"Our doors are always open," she
said. "We have plans in place to keep
COVID-19 out of our ER."

Jensen said it is important for peo-
ple to wash their hands thoroughly
and frequently, avoid touching one's
face and disinfect door handle,
phones and keyboards.

e doctor said symptoms of the
coronavirus include fever, tiredness
and dry cough which, in some cases,
can lead to shortness of breath and
the need for hospital treatment.
Other symptoms which might de-
velop are aches and pains, nasal con-
gestion, sore throat and diarrhea.
Later in the day, Jensen made an un-

scheduled appearance at the latest
Communi-TEA session at the Sen-
iors Centre, where she reiterated her
message and warned against attend-
ing large gatherings.
"We have to face reality," she said.
As part of that reality, Communi-

TEA organizers said the remaining
sessions of the popular series have
been postponed to later dates. At
Monday afternoon's session, the high
school students who have been serv-

ing refreshments at the sessions were
not in evidence, having being in-
structed not to attend.
e Durham District School Board

said in a communiqué that schools
and learning centres have a protocol
of frequent and thorough cleaning,
adding that "standard precautions
such as frequent hand-washing to
prevent exposure and transmission of
illnesses are also being followed."

On the municipal front, Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer Kristi Honey of-
fered council a report on how the
township's business will be handled
in the event the coronavirus impacts
the community's safety. Staff are
being asked to make sure they can ac-
cess township computer systems
from off-site should they be required
to work from home and are under-
going cross-training for key staff
functions.
Honey said Fire Chief Phil Alexan-

der, Uxbridge's Community Emer-
gency Management Coordinator, is
working closely with the Durham
Region Emergency Management Of-
fice and the Durham Region Health
Department to coordinate prepara-
tion and response between all eight
regional municipalities.

Cain, Mildred Audrey
December, 1927 ~ March 5, 2020

Wife of the late Gordon Cain.
Service was held at Low & Low on March 9.

Interment to take place at a
later date at

Sandford Cemetery.

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

Uxbridge prepares for coronavirus arrival

Bruins go down fighting
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SERVICES
TUTOR - FRASER EDUCATION. I provide
private tutoring in my home for Elementary,
Secondary, College and University students. 905-
852-1145. www.Fraser-Education.ca   4/30
THIRD GEN. CLEANING LADY offers
cusotmized cleaning plans. Weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly or occasional. Estate cleanout, downsizing,
clean prep for staging, move in/out cleaning,
office cleaning also available. I clean your house

like the home it is. Call, text or email for a quote:
647-229-8267, awonderfulcleanworld@gmail.com
References avail.   3/19
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence need
repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is
too small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2-year written warranty, free estimates.
For all your outside upgrades & projects, contact RBC
Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.  6/25
QUALITY CLEANING. 20 years experience,
accepting new clients. For a free quote, contact
Janet, 905-473-3668.   3/26
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting experience!
3/26
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY. Interiors.
Waterproofing. Electrical & plumbing. Licensed,
insured & guaranteed. Big or small. Kitchen, bath,
stonework, cement, basements, flooring, pot lights.
Bobcat. 48 years' experience. Financing. Senior
discount. 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).
3/26

HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for Protecting Your Home and
Caring for Your Pets. Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 16 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services/Dog
Walking/Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit
home-watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services.
Call or text 905-852-8525, follow us on Instagram
- HomeWatchUxbridge   3/26

FOR RENT
HOUSE: 3 bdrm semi-detached home w/fin w/o
bsmt. New paint & carpet. Available April 1.
$2,150/mth + utilities. Only AAA applicants
considered. Ian Morrison, Remax All-Stars Realty.
416-791-9212, ianmorrisonremax.com   3/12
HELP WANTED
PART-TIME WORK at orchard in Leaskdale/
Mainly bed prep, planting & harvest. Two (2) days
per week through end of October. Montgomeryshire
Orchard, call or apply in person. 416-346-6349,
Darryl.   3/12

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Let my whole being bless
the Lord and never forget
all His good deeds.”

Psalm 103:2

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Home renovations including: additions, 
kitchens, bathrooms, basements, garages, 

hardwood flooring, trim etc 
 

  
 

 

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

IS THE SNOW OFF THE BBQ? IT’S NEVER TOO
EARLY TO START... THROW A STEAK ON TODAY!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

Limited Time!

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad
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