
A CRANIAL CRASH -  Smart kid Naomi (Sabrina Standen, foreground) and cool dude Kaden (Henry 
Bolan, background), wake up the morning after a school field trip to discover that something very strange 
has happened to their brains! Cranial Crash is presented this week by Stupefied Theatrical Productions at 
the Uxbridge Music Hall. Tickets at starticketing.com       Photo by Conrad Boyce

Roger Varley 
 

"This community is just what I was looking 
for," says Michael Howell, the new owner of 
the Uxbridge Canadian Tire franchise. 
  Howell took over the store last week following 
the retirement of long-time owner Pat Higgins. 
  "I've always felt welcome here," Howell said 
Tuesday, noting that he visited Uxbridge a 
number of times when he was district sales 
manager for the area and has known Higgins 
for years. For Howell and his wife, Jackie, who 
are currently looking to move to Uxbridge 
from their home in Whitby, it will be a little 
like coming home. Howell has Uxbridge con-
nections: his uncle, Micky Jovkovic, owned 
Uxbridge Travel and the Greenbank air strip for 
years. 
  Howell, who owned a franchise in Missis-
sauga, said he almost took over a CT store in 
Camrose, Alberta, his home province, but, at 

the last moment, the Uxbridge store became 
available and he snatched it up without hesita-
tion. "At heart, I'm a small-town guy," he said. 
  Howell said it has been a "whirlwind week" 
for him since taking over. He recognizes that it 
will be a challenge to put his own stamp on the 
store when faced with Higgins' legacy in town, 
but pledged to protect that legacy.   
  "I'll do whatever I can to keep it going," he 
said, adding that such events as the Huck Finn 
days and ladies' nights will continue. 
  But there will be some changes down the 
road, he said. The store will undergo a "refresh" 
inside and outside, starting sometime in 2025. 
This will include relocating some in-store de-
partments to better complement each other 
and bringing in changes to some time-consum-
ing staff chores "to make it easier for staff and 
customers." 
  Jackie Howell said people in Uxbridge have 
already made her feel welcome, but added that, 

while she and her husband have to live up to 
Higgins' legacy, they hope to establish their 
own as well. She is already an involved Jump-
start supporter, having been on five-day fund-
raising treks in Newfoundland, B.C., and the 
Yukon. 
  For Higgins, his last day came on Feb. 14,  
when more than 100 friends gathered at the 
store for a surprise retirement party. The atten-
dees were literally a ‘Who's Who’ of the 
Uxbridge community, including members of 
council and senior township staff and some of 
the township's leading business people. Hig-
gins' family was also on hand, including his 
two-year-old grandson, Liam, who was clutch-
ing a model Canadian Tire truck. 
  Dan Pollard of 105.5 radio, acting as emcee, 
stated the obvious when he said "Pat has been 
a huge part of this community." He then pre-
sented Higgins with the first 105.5 community  

...continued on page 3 

Uxbridge a ‘dream come true’  for new store owner

BETTER WEATHER AHEAD! 
ENJOY THIS AMAZING 
YARD/POOL/HOT TUB    

- 4+2 bedrooms and 4 baths 
- New I/G pool and hot tub and gazebo 
- Newly fully-finished basement  
- Too many updates to list  
- Check this one out! 
$1,799,000

Office 905-852-4338

Marie Persaud 
Direct 
416-970-8979 
Mariepersaud.ca 
Realtor®

Alyssa Persaud 
Direct 

647-232-8979 
AlyssaPersaud.ca 

Realtor®

BEAUTIFUL 
HOMESTEAD 
12380 Concession 2, 
Zephyr. 3 bed, 2 bath 
century home, plus a 
carriage house with 3 pc 
bath, 16 acres, 2 ponds, 
orchard, greenhouse, 
metal framed barn, drive 
shed, cold cellar PLUS 
SO MUCH MORE! Asking 
$1,650,000

2024 Ux-Camps Pull-out Guide inside!
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Opponents outscored the Uxbridge Bruins 13-
4 on the weekend, as the Clarington Eagles 
pounded the home team 7-2 at the arena on 
Friday, and the Chiefs registered a 6-2 win in 
Lakefield on Sunday. 
  The Bruins opened the scoring Friday night 
when Evan Gilbert faked a slapshot on net and 
passed the puck to Quinn Meek for the goal. 
Ryan Shier also received an assist. But the Ea-
gles responded quickly, scoring three goals be-
fore the first period ended. 
 The Eagles added two more goals in the second 
period, including a power-play marker which 
bounced into the net off Alex Hyde. The Bru-
ins were unable to capitalize when they had a 
two-man advantage for a full two minutes mid-
way through the period. 
  After the Bruins replaced starting goalie An-
drew Claughton with Christian Lambert at the  

...continued on page 3 

Bruins blitzed in two 
weekend losses

Contact me for a complimentary 
market analysis.

heather 
M A C K E N Z I E  
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T AT I V E  
Direct  416-476-5905

heathermackenzie@royallepage.ca
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

FIRST Tax Installment is due on February 27, 2024 
SECOND Tax Installment is due on April 26, 2024 

 
2024 Interim Property Tax Bills have been mailed for all properties, with 
the exception of properties enrolled in the Monthly Pre-Authorized 
Payment Plan or tax bills paid by Mortgage companies. 
 
The taxes due are based on the billing date. If your account is currently 
in arrears, the February 1st interest charge on “Past Due Taxes” is not 
included on this bill and will need to be paid in addition to the February 
installment. 
  
Tax Payments Options:  
• In person at Town Hall during regular business hours of Monday to 
Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Accepted payment methods are cash, cheque, 
or Interac debit.             
• In an after-hours Drop Box located in the Municipal Office front 
parking lot. – DO NOT DEPOSIT CASH   Post-dated cheques are 
accepted.  
• By Mail - Payments must reach the Municipal Office by the due date. 
• Through Internet or Telephone Banking.  
• At most Financial Institutions.  
• Credit cards and e-transfers are not accepted for tax payments. 
 
Penalty/Interest Charges: 
For non-payment of a tax levy on or before the respective due dates of 
each installment, a penalty of 1.25% shall be imposed on the first day of 
each calendar month and thereafter in which the default continues. 
Failure to receive a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from 
responsibility for payment of taxes nor liability of any penalty or interest 
due to late payments.  
 
The penalty/interest charges cannot be waived or reduced by the Tax 
Department or Council for any reason. 
  
If a reprinted tax bill, receipt or Statement of Account is required for any 
year’s taxes, a fee of $15.00 will apply. 
 
If you did not receive your 2024 Interim Tax Bill, please call the Tax 
Department at 905-852-9181.

From the Tax O�ce

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for February, 2024 

 
Thursday, February 22, 7:00 p.m. 

BIA BOARD 
 

Monday, February 26 
COUNCIL, 10:00 a.m. 

LAND DIVISION HEARING, 11:30 a.m. 
(LD 01-2024, 640 Reg. Rd 21, DE ACETIS) 

(LD 02-2024, 10899 Conc. 4, VEENS) 
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION,  

3:00 p.m. 
 

Proclamations for February 
Council proclaims 2024 the Year of the 150th 

Anniversary of Lucy Maud Montgomery 
• February is Black history Month 

• Feb. 28  is Pink Shirt Day 

Complete details of all open positions are available at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers 

Current Opportunities 
Community Services - Uxpool Swimming Instructors / Lifeguards 

- Spring 
Closes March 1, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. 

Office of the CAO - Communications Assistant, summer student 
Closes March 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 

Parks Department - Horticulture Gardener, contract, Union 
Closes March 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 

Parks Department - Horticulture Summer Student, contract 
Closes March 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 

Parks Department - Skilled Labourer, contract, Union 
Closes March 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 

Parks Department - Unskilled Labourer, contract, Union 
Closes March 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 

Parks Department - Unskilled Labourer-Grass Cutting, contract, 
Union 

Closes March 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 
Parks Department - General Labourer Summer Student, contract 

Closes March 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 
Public Works and Operations - General Labourers, summer 

students, contract 
Closes March 13, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. 

Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Shelter - Animal Control Assistant / 
Kennel Attendant, contract 

Closes March 13, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. 
Community Services - Uxpool Swimming Instructors / Lifeguards 

- Summer 
Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:00 p.m 

Community Services - Arena Attendant Assistant, summer student 
(15+), part-time, contract 

Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 
Clerks Department - Clerks Jr. Assistant, contract 

Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. 
Community Services - Assistant Summer Camp Counsellor (Age 

15+), contract 
Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 

Community Services - Summer Camp Counsellor (Age 16+), 
contract 

Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 
Community Services - Summer Camp Supervisor, contract 

Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 
Uxbridge Historical Centre - Museum Assistant, contract 

Closes April 5, 2024  
Uxbridge Historical Centre - Collections Assistant, contract 

Closes April 5, 2024 
Community Services - Assistant Tourism Development 

Coordinator, contract 
Closes April 19, 2024 

Uxbridge Historical Centre - Museum Educators, contract 
Closes April 19, 2024 

Uxbridge Historical Centre - Museum Preparator, contract 
Closes April 19, 2024 

Employment Opportunities

All current bid opportunities are posted to 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders 

• U24-02 - Parks Waste Receptacle Removal 
- Closes Feb. 28 at 2:00 p.m. 
• U24-03 - Train Station Roof Replacement 
– Closes Feb. 28 at 2:00 p.m. 
• U24-04 - Driveway Apron Paving and 
Patching – Closes March 5 at 2:00 p.m. 

All bids must be received by the Township by 
the deadline stated, either electronically via the 
Township’s website or in-person at the 
Township Office located at 51 Toronto St. 
South. Public tender bid results are posted at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders

Bids and Tenders



Bruins on a bust, from page 1 
 
start of the third period, the league-
leading Clarington squad added a 
short-handed goal before Mark Sifri 
scored the final goal, assisted by 
Blake Peters. 
  The Cosmos selected Nolan Winter 
of the Bruins and Adam Klaas of the 
Eagles as players of the game. 
  The Bruins then travelled to Lake-
field on Sunday, only to run into the 
Chiefs' Clayton Shaughnessy. The 
Chiefs opened the scoring just 11 
seconds after the opening whistle. 
Meek evened the score, assisted by 
Owen Shier, but then Shaughnessy 
started his march to five straight 
goals. His first came on a power play 
late in the first. His second was the 
only goal of the second period, com-
ing just 17 seconds into the stanza. 
Shaughnessy's third goal was a short-
handed effort in the third period and, 
after call-up Luke Kemp scored for 
the Bruins, assisted by Ryan Shier 
and Gavin Graham, the Lakefield dy-
namo added two more goals in the 
span of 12 seconds. 
  The Bruins' final two games of the 
regular season will be held this week-
end when they host the Chiefs at the 
arena tomorrow (Friday) night at 
7:45 p..m and then welcome the Lit-
tle Britain Merchants for a rare Sun-
day home game at 2:45 p.m. 
  With the regular season all but over, 

the Eagles top the seven-team PJHL's 
Orr Division well ahead of the sec-
ond-place Georgina Ice. Even further 
back are the Bruins who have 
wrapped up third place, despite a late 
season charge by the fourth-place 
Chiefs. 
  As of press time, no announcements 
have been made regarding the play-
offs, but all indications are that the 
Bruins will be manouevred into tak-
ing a first-round bye.

Uxbridge Township council recently 
declared 2024,  ‘The Year of Maud,’ 
in recognition of the 150th birthday 
of one of Canada’s most beloved au-
thors, Lucy Maud Montgomery. 
Maud’s home in Leaskdale, where 
she lived for 15 years, is a National 
Historic Site.  
  Each week, as space permits, from 
now until Maud’s Nov. 30 birthday,  
the Cosmos is offering a short excerpt 
from LMM’s own journals, written 
during her Leaskdale years. The jour-
nals, edited by Mary Rubio and Eliz-
abeth Waterston of the University of 
Guelph, are published by Oxford 

University Press. 
********** 

Lucy Maud Montgomery was, for all 
intents and purposes, an orphan, like 
many of her heroines. Her mother, 
Clara, died of tuberculosis when she 
was only 21 months old, and her fa-
ther, Hugh, moved to Saskatchewan, 
in search of a new life, when she was 
seven. Until her marriage in her mid-
30s, she lived mostly with her grand-
parents in Cavendish, PEI. When 
she came with her new husband, 
preacher Ewan Macdonald, to 
Leaskdale in the fall of 1911, it was 
a new experience: 

  “When we came in that first night 
and surveyed the place (the Presbyte-
rian manse) by lantern light, it didn’t 
look very home-like! Boxes of goods and 
chattels were scattered about and torn 
paper was hanging in strips from ceil-
ings and walls. But I had a mental vi-
sion of what it would be when we got 
it all in order, and I ran over the house 
like a pleased child. It was our home 
and I was its mistress. No woman ever 
forgets that delightful sensation - espe-
cially if, like me, she has never lived in 
any house before where she had any 
rights or privileges beyond those of a de-
pendent child.” 
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

A nod to Maud - celebrating 150 years

Canadian Tire dream, from page 1 
 

service award, saying; "He's made 
Uxbridge a better place for every-
one."  
  Mayor Dave Barton told Higgins: 

"You've made a huge difference to 
Uxbridge." That difference saw Hig-
gins become the first recipient of the 
newly established Order of Uxbridge 
last year. 
  Higgins, visibly moved by the ac-

claim, said the last 26 years have 
gone by fast. 
  "I wanted to be in a community 
where it was safe to raise a family," 
he said. "It's been a great ride." 

Photo by John Cavers



In the Feb. 1, Letters to the Editor, 
Jim McEwen voiced his displeasure 
with our federal government’s im-
position of upcoming 2035 electric 
vehicle (“EV”) mandates. He dis-
puted the claim by federal Environ-
ment Minister Stephen Guilbeau 
that electric vehicles will be cheaper 
than our current internal combus-
tion engine (“ICE”) vehicles. Mr. 
McEwen then went on to opine 
that Canadians were going to be 
unfairly forced to purchase older, 
used gas and diesel vehicles in fu-
ture because EVs would be cost pro-
hibitive. The facts in reality are 
actually quite the opposite! 
  Mr. McEwan confuses a vehicle’s 
purchase price with the total cost of 
ownership, yet the two are wildly 
different. While an EV in most 
cases is more expensive to purchase 
than its ICE counterpart, there are 
substantial savings in fuel and 
maintenance with EVs, which more 
than tip the scales. A December 
2023 report by Vincentric, an auto-
motive research company, com-
pared the total cost of ownership in 
Canada of 40 fully electric vehicles 
to their ICE vehicle counterparts. 
The study found that, “even though 
EVs had an average purchase price 
of approximately $11,000 more 
than a comparable ICE vehicle, 
they also had an average of over 
$15,000 in ownership cost savings. 
Overall, these results show that a 
Canadian EV's price premium is 
typically more than recouped 
within a five year time frame, and 
suggest that there can be significant 
financial and environmental bene-
fits to choosing an EV.”  
  Some of the examples showed five-

year EV vs. ICE vehicle savings of 
over $30,000! Alternatively, there is 
some excellent value to be had in 
purchasing used electric vehicles, 
which are now becoming more 
widely available. 
  I hope that Mr. McEwen and oth-
ers will read this report, which can 
be found by Googling “Vincentric 
EV vs ICE comparison.”  
  I will also mention an organization 
called Plug ‘n Drive, which has a 
centre in Toronto where the public, 
at no cost, can test drive a number 
of EVs and speak to staff who will 
help them evaluate which might be 
the best EV for them personally. 
Plug ‘n Drive does not sell vehicles, 
they merely offer no-cost educa-
tional services. 

Mike Brigham 
Uxbridge 

 
Conrad's Boyce's column on felines 
(Wandering the cosmos, Feb. 15, 
edition) was most enlightening, well 
researched and well written. I would 
only make one small addendum be-
cause he mentioned letting his cat 
roam at large while he lived in the 
Yukon Territory.  
  Family pets and feral cats are dev-
astating to wildlife, and as such, 
should never be permitted to be at 
large. In fact, the Township of 
Uxbridge has bylaws that specifi-
cally disallow this practice. The 
township is considering becoming a 
Bird Friendly City, and as such, the 
protection of all forms of wild ani-
mals must be in the forefront. Cats-
at-large have no place in a 
community that values its wildlife. 
  Another interesting piece in last 
week’s newspaper was the “Our two 

cents” editorial. 
  While I appreciate the column and 
the insights it offers, particularly to 
the studies that are ongoing due to 
the influences of climate change, I 
must take issue with the premise 
upon which the column is based.  
The presumption that any robin 
seen in North Durham is undoubt-
edly a migrant is entirely inaccurate.  
  Every winter, many robins (some-
times hundreds) overwinter here 
successfully, surviving primarily on 
berries. As the winter passes and 
local food supplies are diminished, 
the robins start to wander and be-
come more visible. This is the gene-
sis of the “first robin of spring” for 
many of us. This winter, in my yard 
alone, there were over 35 robins 
feeding on berries starting in early 
February. Other singles had been 
seen as early as Jan. 3.  
  The other assertion in the column  
that I would challenge is the state-
ment that says any robin arriving 
early would assuredly die if “real 
winter came back.” This statement 
is inaccurate, as the robin is per-
fectly able to survive the harshest 
winters as long as it can find food 
(berries) and shelter. 

Geoff Carpentier 
Uxbridge 

 
Our Canadian Tire store is chang-
ing hands and Pat Higgins - the 
Ambassador of Uxbridge - is mov-
ing on. 
  We will all miss Pat’s creative pro-
grams, like the fishing derby, which 
is a true family event at the pond, 
and an attraction that has brought 
in tourists.  

...continued on page 9 
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Letters to the Editor

We were sitting at the lights at Brock St. W. and Toronto St. on Friday af-
ternoon, looking around at all the drivers eager to start their long weekend. 
And we hazard a guess that, of the seven or eight cars we scanned, five driv-
ers had a phone in their hand.  
  Maybe it’s because the minimum fine in Ontario for texting and driving is 
only $615. The max is $3,000. Must be quite affordable for many people 
to text and drive. Lucky them. One could add a zero to that number of 
$615 and it still wouldn’t be enough to really make an impact on the col-
lective consciousness that seems to think it is still okay to use a handheld 
device of any sort and drive a motor vehicle.  
  During one of the more harsh storms we’ve had this winter, we were driv-
ing alongside a car on the 401 and, while we were doing a shoulder check, 
we noticed the woman who was driving the other car holding her phone 
with both hands well in view of the window, neither hand on the steering 
wheel. She must have very skillful knees. It took every ounce of concentra-
tion just to try and see the lines on the road and stay in one lane. We can 
only hope she made it to her destination without killing herself, or anyone else.  
  Cars and trucks are essentially lethal weapons, not to be driven with 
knees, or chins, or by buddy in the passenger seat? The average car can 
weigh anywhere between 1,360 and 2,040 kg. For those not of the metric 
ilk, that’s 2,992 - 4,488 pounds. Forty-five hundred pounds of metal 
hurtling down a road at a modest 80 km an hour - that isn’t going to make 
a pretty picture when said vehicle hurtles smack into another 4,500 pound 
piece of metal, all because the driver was texting that she’d be coming home 
late. Now she likely won’t be coming home at all. 
  More to the point - why are we still having this conversation? Why do we 
still need to be told not to drink and drive? Have we not heard enough 
horrible stories, seen enough awful news broadcasts, been touched on a 
personal level in a way that will make us “get it?” Puts in mind that old 
Bob Dylan song Blowin’ in the Wind - “How many deaths will it take till we 
learn that too many people have died?” Answer, please. 
  The ban on using a handheld device has been around since October, 
2009. Common sense has been around for eternity. The latter didn’t work, 
so the former had to be put in place. A paltry fine isn’t the answer. Maybe 
issue demerit points. Take away licenses. Take away cars. Or perhaps the 
worst of all, horror of horror - take away phones.

Our two cents
The conversation that never ends
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Conrad Boyce 
 

Stupefied Theatrical Productions 
brings its latest show to the Uxbridge 
Music Hall this week. The produc-
tion is called 
“Cranial Crash,” 
an original script 
by Stupefied’s di-
rector, Shira Lyn 
Forsyth. 
  The story goes 
like this: At 
Montclair High, 
it's business as 
usual - the jocks, 
geeks, popular 
kids, cool surfer 
dude Kaden 
Fairchild and 
scholastic super-
star Naomi Wil-
son, are learning 
to navigate a 
world of insecuri-
ties, grades, fashions and texts. Then 
during a school trip, the minds of 
Kaden and Naomi are inexplicably 
switched. Now, Kaden is helping 
everyone with their calculus, Naomi 
has become an expert on heavy metal 
lyrics and is calling everybody dude. 
In this screwball comedy, Kaden and 
Naomi have to find out how to get 
their brains back. Watch as they jug-
gle friends, classes, rumours, scholar-
ship competitions and, oh yes, 
Kaden's beautiful snob-of-a-girl-
friend, Amelia. 
  “Come see this delightfully bright 
and laugh out loud funny produc-
tion,” says Forsyth, “that will leave 
you completely engaged with a live 
brain switch in front of your very 
eyes!” 
  There are 23 youth participating in 
the production from Grades 5 to 8 at 
UPS, Quaker Village, St. Joseph’s,  
and Joseph Gould. “Each and every 
cast member has a role with lines,” 
says Forsyth proudly, “and all are part 
of telling this hilarious story.” 
  Forsyth explains how the show 
came to life: “The kids started the 

fall/winter program back in Septem-
ber participating in theatre exercises 
and games, getting comfortable with 
each other and learning skills for the 
stage,” she says. “By Thanksgiving 

the kids were cast 
in their roles, we 
did a table read 
and have been 
working and 
blocking the show 
ever since. We have 
some very seasoned 
actors that give 
some fabulous per-
formances. Our 
Spring program 
begins when this 
show ends.” 
  “Cranial Crash” 
will be at the 
Uxbridge Music 
Hall from Feb. 21 
to 25, with four 
shows at 7 p.m., 

and two weekend matinees at 1 p.m.  
  Tickets are $20 and are available 
through starticketing.com 
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  And none of us will forget 
“Ladies Night” at Canadian Tire - 
what a lot of fun we had, with bar-
gains galore!  
  Whenever a new committee was 
being set up to assist with the 
economy of downtown, or elec-
tions for the BIA, the Chamber of 
Commerce, fundraising for the 
different sports groups, and spon-
soring hockey teams, Pat was there 
to assist, give ideas and lend a 
hand. 
Throughout the years, you could 
count on Pat to give a gift certifi-
cate or an item to assist a group 
with raising funds. 
  It will be hard to replace the 
community spirit and dedication 
that Pat gave to us over the years. 
  Thank you, Pat Higgins, you will 
be missed, and a hard act to fol-
low. 
  Now let's make sure to welcome 
the new community member at 
Canadian Tire. 

Bev Northeast 
Goodwood

Whether they’re thumbing through pages or swiping 
to the next article, 4 in 5 people in Canada read the 
news each week — by print, online or digitally.

Learn more at championthetruth.ca On the same page.

On Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom, Stuart Mackenzie will ex-
ploring the migration of winged an-
imals, birds, bats and insects by 
researchers using new and innova-
tive technological tools.  
  In his talk entitled “Wingtips at 
Our Fingertips,” Mackenzie will 
take those at-
tending from 
the Arctic to the 
edge of the 
Antarctic using 
the recent re-
search tools, 
with a special 
focus on the 
Motus Wildlife 
Tracking System, a collaborative au-
tomated radio telemetry system 
that allows scientists to follow 
winged animals throughout their 
life cycle as they travel around the 
globe.  
  Mackenzie says he has been inter-

ested in birds from a very young 
age. As an adult, he has become an 
international figure in ornithology 
and has conducted a wide variety of 
research, monitoring, and training 
projects on migratory animals 
throughout the Western Hemi-
sphere. He is a polished and enter-

taining speaker 
and will be 
bringing images 
of migration in 
areas, until re-
cently, almost 
totally hidden 
from sight. 
  All members of 
North Durham 

Nature will be sent a link to this 
Zoom presentation. For member-
ship details, please visit north-
durhamnature.com 
  As February melts away, this pres-
entation will remind us that spring 
is not far off! 

The Nature Nut 

column by Nancy Melcher

Siloam swan
 Thanks to Kevin, a loyal reader, 
who stopped by to let me know 
about the tragic death of a beautiful 
swan recently.  
  This majestic bird was found dead 
at the side of the road in Siloam, 
just up the hill from the Pefferlaw 
Creek. This was NOT one of our 
Elgin Park swans, thank goodness. 
This bird’s yellow identification tag 
number is different from “our” 
birds’ tag. There are also swans in 
the pond at Mill Run golf course, 
so sadly it was likely one of those 
birds. 
  Why would a swan be out on the 
road? It’s possible it was chased 
there by a predator, and got hit by a 

car. Or, perhaps it was pecking at 
the grit on the shoulder of the road 
when it was struck. Birds don’t have 
teeth, and so need to eat small 
stones to help grind up their food 
to be able to digest it. Whether it 
was escaping a predator, trying to 
get some grit, or for some other rea-
son, it was hit by a vehicle and 
killed.  
  What a terrible loss, and incredi-
bly sad for Siloam, and the wider 
Uxbridge community.  
 
Nancy Melcher is The Nature Nut. Send de-
tails of your sightings or questions about 
the natural world to:  general@melcher.cx 

NDN hosts ‘Wingtips at our fingertips’

A greater yellowlegs.  Photo by Jay Thibert

A ‘Cranial Crash’ at the Music Hall

Clockwise, from top left: Courtney 
Fockler, Bennett Laird, Sabrina 
Standen, Zoey Laird, and Henry Bolan.  
                              Photo by Conrad Boyce
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SERVICES 
THIRD GENERATION CLEANING LADY 
offers customized cleaning plans. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly or occa-
sional. "I clean your house like the home 
it is." References. Call, text or email 
Wanda for a quote. 647-229-8267, 
awonderfulcleanworld@gmail.com   
2/22 
PRIVATE PSW SERVICES Specializing in 
Alzheimer’s, dementia, Parkinson’s, geri-
atric and end-of-life care. Lots of courses 
completed and fantastic references. Re-
liable, professional, mannerly. Contact 
Robert at 647-225-8245.  5/9 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS For all your 
inside and outside upgrades and 
projects. Including decks, fences, 
pergolas, kitchens and bathrooms. 
Offering very competitive prices, +25 
years experience. Free estimates. Call 
437-777-1281 or 
ronbcontracting@gmail.com   3/21 
SHARPER EDGE (formerly Exact Edge) 

Chains, machetes, scythes, axes, etc., 
sharpened. Kitchen knives, too! 
Chainsaw maintenance & tree felling. 
416-705-8427.    
ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly 
Lawn Slide Services. Offering 
landscaping, hardscaping, lawn cutting, 
light excavation work, snow plowing. 
Email  noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  
Instagram: @action_outdoor_services, 
647-523-6730. 2/29   
MIKE THE HANDYMAN – experienced, 
reliable, affordable. Services: carpen-
try/trim, laminate flooring, tiling, drywall 
repair, plumbing & electrical fixture in-
stallation, vanity installation, interior 
painting/caulking, picture/painting 
hanging, TV mount, weather stripping, 
much more. 647-505-9204.  2/29 
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED 
RESTORATION? Boxes of slides taking up 
room? Preston Gallery/BiA Photography 
at 77 Brock St. W. (Uxbridge) specializing 
in restorations & scanning. Call Sabrina, 

905-550-8825.  2/29 
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING 
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted 
Heather Stewart for 19 years for her 
reliability and detailed professionalism. 
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat 
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s 
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email  
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us 
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge     
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras 
you'll love living in with our expert fitters 
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. 
Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for 
details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting 
experience!  2/29 
 

EVENTS 
CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES BLOOD 
DONOR CLINIC Next clinic, Sat., March 
16, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., at the Uxbridge Arena 
& Community Centre. To register, visit 
blood.ca

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit 
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest 

electrical contracting ltd 
 

Paul Fraser 
Cell 416.527.0878 
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com 

esa #7007893

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING 
Septic & Holding Tanks 

 

905-852-2486 
416-476-7170 

 

Serving Port Perry, 
Uxbridge &  

surrounding  areas 
 

MOE licensed

“When you please the 
Lord, you can make your 
enemies into friends.”          
                 Proverbs 16:7

416-526-3469
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OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Now booking for 

work indoors  
Bathrooms, kitchens, basements & 

“granny” suites. Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, mold, roofing, 

drywall, painting, ceramics, flooring.  
Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311  24/7

To place a death 
or in memoriam 

notice 
Visit thecosmos.ca 
Call 905-852-1900 

Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Call Gillanders today 
to consign your 

quality items to an 
upcoming sale or to 

discuss an auction of 
your own!

 #1T
H

E REASON FOR 
READING
PRINTED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS 

IS LOCAL
NEWS

Source: News Media Canada

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

Neither do we!

Remember that 
time when Amazon 
sponsored your church 
fundraiser?

Remember when 
Facebook bought a case 
of Girl Guide cookies to 
support your daughter?

Remember when 
Google provided free 
pizza to your child’s 
soccer team when they 
won the championship?

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Champion the truth.

FACT-CHECKING
THE WORLD SINCE 
IT WAS FLAT.



Jack, when you grew up in Uxbridge, the 
town was focused on farming. But you be-
came obsessed with flying. How did that 
happen? What was the attraction?   

I was always fascinated by things 
that flew. From paper airplanes and 
kites to the small planes that few 
out of Greenbank Airfield. My dad 
took me to airshows and museums, 
and my grandma was qualified as a 
pilot, so I had a lot of support from 
my family. As fortune would have 
it, a classmate of mine in elemen-
tary school was the son of a helicop-
ter pilot: as soon as I got a ride, I 
was hooked!     
How did that affect your choices in second-
ary and post-secondary education? What 
does a pilot need to know?   
In high school I focused on math, 
physics, and science courses at the 
advanced levels.  For one of my ex-
tracurricular activities I was a mem-
ber of the Royal Canadian Air 
Cadet program: this enabled me the 
opportunity to earn flying scholar-
ships, where I gained both my 
glider pilot and private pilot wings. 
I could have then directly entered a 
college aviation program upon 
completing high school, however 

following the encouragement of my 
parents, I decided to study aero-
space engineering at Ryerson Uni-
versity. I didn’t decide to join the 
military directly out of high school, 
however, as the military requires all 
pilots to be officers and all officers 
must have a post-secondary degree, 
this decision set me along the right 
path for my future military career. 
  
Why helicopters as opposed to airplanes? 
And why the military instead of Air Canada, 
or flying geologists or surveyors into the far 
north?   
Helicopters are truly mechanical 
marvels. Comparatively speaking, 
flying commercial airplanes filled 
with hundreds of passengers is a 
huge responsibility. The idea just 
never really appealed to me. The 
military was attractive mainly due 
to the fact that I couldn’t have af-
forded the cost of flight training on 
my own!   
Your career has taken you to some danger-
ous places, like Afghanistan and Mali. What 
was your role on those assignments?   
In Afghanistan I was a First Officer 
and a brand new Captain, flying the 
CH146 Griffon in escort and over-

watch roles for other helicopters, 
road convoys, and troops on foot 
patrols. I was on the first helicopter 
rotation that Canada contributed to 
the allied effort in Afghanistan, 
landing in Kandahar shortly before 
Christmas 2008.  
  By the time I went to Mali in 
2019, I was qualified on the 
CH147-F Chinook, had attained 
the rank of Major, and was de-
ployed in the Aircrew Flight Com-
mander position. I was responsible 
for all the flight and administrative 
oversight of the crews flying both 
Chinook and Griffon helicopters 
while also performing my duties as 
a Chinook aircraft commander.   
You just returned from a special course in 
Maryland, the only Canadian in an exclusive 
international group. What was that about?   
I attended the United States Navy 
Test Pilot School as a rotary-wing 
student of Class 163. I primarily 
flew the Black Hawk and Lakota, 
but had the chance to conduct brief 
evaluations of six fixed wing air-
planes, from very slow bush planes 
and gliders to supersonic jets, nine 
other helicopters including a Viet-
nam-era attack helicopter, and two 

drones.  
   
What advice would you give to a young per-
son considering a career in the military, es-
pecially in the Air Force? 
It’s worth it! It’s a very rewarding 
career with a huge set of benefits, 

but it also comes with some very 
real challenges. If you’re the type 
who seeks out friendships you’ll do 
just fine.   
  (This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity. For the full ver-
sion, and photos, visit thecosmos.ca) 
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 3 Brock Street West 

ALL OUR BEST RECIPES - AND BEST DEALS - ARE FOUND 
AT THEMEATMERCHANT.CA! 

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR  
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS! 

www.themeatmerchant.ca

DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 

647.220.6093 
darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

Canadian Tire Uxbridge 
 www.canadiantire.ca 

905-852-3315 

WELCOME TO UXBRIDGE 
MIKE AND JACKIE!

Proud new owners of Canadian Tire Uxbridge, 
Mike and Jackie Howell

100% Canadian 
Locally Owned and 

Operated

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

A Catch-up Conversation with Jack Wesselo by Conrad Boyce
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 
75 Brock Street West, Uxbridge    905-852-4338     Toll Free 1-866-666-2696
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Gwen Layton 
Realtor® 

GwenLayton.ca 
Cell 647-991-3276

Investment/Development Opportunity 
On the shores of Georgian Bay 

5000' frontage on 2 municipal roads 
97 Acres. 5 Lots with Lakeview. 

Asking $1,650,000

Waterfront 0.26 Acre Lot 
Detached Brick Bungalow, 
2+1 Beds, 3 Baths, 2-Car 
Garage, 2569sq.ft. Living  

Space

Shane Coxworth Realtor® 
Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 905-903-7965

Chris Larmer Realtor® 
Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 416-500-6377

LINDSAY FAMILY HOME 
98 Sweetnam Dr.  $899,900 

3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, Inground pool 
and extensive landscaped yard. Main 
floor laundry room, finished basement 
and finished/heated attached garage. 

Move in ready.

ONE-OF-A-KIND CENTURY HOME 
5050 Main St, Clarington - $1.3M Fully renovated, 

preserving original features. 3 beds, 2 baths, 9.5’ ceilings, 
grand dining room, chef's kitchen, coffee nook, walk-in 

pantry. Oversized windows, detached  
garage, in-ground pool. Modern  
comforts with timeless charm! 

Alyssa Persaud Realtor® 
AlyssaPersaud.ca 
Cell 647-232-8979

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor® 

JudyEsmonde.ca 
Cell 416-677-8709

3 bdrm, 2.5 bath bungalow in town, triple car 
garage, fully fenced yard, located on a child 

friendly court, close to  
Trans Canada Trails. 

Call Judy for more info

ASH STREET 
41 Ash St, #304, Uxbridge. Spacious 1190sq.ft. 
unit, 2 beds, 2 baths, 1 underground parking 

spot, storage locker, in the heart of  
Uxbridge. Excellent value per sq.ft. for  
such a large condo. Asking $619,900 

Marie Persaud  
Realtor® 

MariePersaud.ca 
Cell 416-970-8979

JAMES HUNT COURT 
7 James Hunt Court, Uxbridge. Quiet court, 

bungaloft, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
professionally landscaped  fenced yard, heated 

2 car garage with access to kitchen, hiking 
trails just steps away from your doorway. 

Asking $1,299,900

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor® 

QuickHomeValues.ca 
Cell 416-556-0238

Brandon Van Tol Realtor® 
BrandonVanTol.ca  
Cell 647-880-4827

SUNDERLAND BUNGALOW 
3 beds, 2 baths, 48 Lorne St. 

Situated on just over a 1/4-acre lot 
in a quiet friendly neighbourhood. 

Attached single car garage. 
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