
TALE AS OLD AS TIME -  Ashley Olah, left, and Michael Yaneff bring the story of Beauty and the Beast 
to life in Ryleepuss Production’s most recent offering, which opens tonight (Thursday) at the Uxbridge 
Music Hall. Disney’s Beauty and the Beast will be in town until February 18. For complete show times and 
ticket details, visit starticketing.com      Photo by John Cavers

Roger Varley 
 

A major car show is slated to take over Elgin 
Park on the last weekend in August, with or-
ganizers claiming as many as 1,500 automo-
biles could be on display. 
  The Motor City Car Club of Oshawa 
(MCCC), which has been running Autofest in 
Oshawa for the last 25 years, has decided it 
wants to move the event to Uxbridge. Follow-
ing a deputation to township council in De-
cember, club officials received approval "in 
principle" for the event, subject to a staff re-
port. That report, by Courtney Clarke, deputy 
director of public works, was delivered to coun-
cil on Monday. 
  The report made a number of recommenda-
tions, the main ones being that council support 
the event and allow overnight camping for 
some of the participants. The report also rec-
ommended that the car club's request that fees 

for the park be waived should be denied, and 
the club should pay the full rental price of 
$7,648 for two days’ "exclusive use of the park 
grounds." (The MCCC is a provincially-regis-
tered not-for-profit organization that donates 
its proceeds to charities that include Grandview 
Kids and Lakeridge Health.) In addition, the 
club must provide a $1,000 damage deposit for 
each day and $5 million liability insurance. 
  Mayor Dave Barton opined that the event 
"will be very good for downtown businesses." 
  Organizers claim that Autofest Nationals is  
one of Canada’s biggest classic and muscle car 
shows. Car owners and enthusiasts reportedly 
come from across North America to attend the 
annual show, previously held in Oshawa. This 
year marks the 31st anniversary of the show. 
Organizer Blair Trotter said during the Decem-
ber presentation to council that it was time to 
“reinvent ourselves and refresh our event,”  and 
that “Elgin Park would be perfect for what we 

have in store.” 
  Last Wednesday, Jan. 31, an online Durham 
news publication, “insauga,” proclaimed that 
the event was definitely relocating to Uxbridge, 
despite no report having been issued to council 
by Uxbridge staff on or before that date. When 
asked about the timing of the online publica-
tion’s announcement, Clarke said that the 
MCCC had not seen her report before it was 
presented to council. Clarke did add that she 
has had several meetings with the MCCC and 
that more are planned. 
  A local resident familiar with car shows told 
the Cosmos that the Bonner Boys weekly Thurs-
day night "cruise in" at Elgin Park usually fea-
tures about 150 cars, and that one special event 
saw 400 cars on display. The resident said those 
400 cars covered that part of the park usually 
used for the midway at the Fall Fair, and ex-
tended around the baseball diamond. When  

...continued on page 9 

Annual car show to take over Elgin Park 

AMAZING WOODEN STICKS 
HOME 31 BUTTON CRESCENT    

- 4+2 bedrooms and 4 baths 

- New I/G pool and hot tub and gazebo 

- Newly fully-finished basement  

- Too many updates to list  

- Check this one out! 

$1,799,000

Office 905-852-4338

Marie Persaud 
Direct 
416-970-8979 
Mariepersaud.ca 
Realtor®

Alyssa Persaud 
Direct 

647-232-8979 
AlyssaPersaud.ca 

Realtor®

41 Ash Street, #304 - This 2 bed, 2 bath spacious condo is hitting 
the market on February 9th. Contact us or your favourite 

REALTOR® to view this unit or for more information.

COMING 
SOON

Wishing a hometown hero Happy Retirement  •  Emmys and Foleys  •  Bruins putting in time
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Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
 

Durham Regional Police have confirmed that 
the woman killed in a serious accident on Jan-
uary 29 in Uxbridge was not a resident of the 
township. 
  Malina Cardona, 32, a visitor from Colombia, 
was a passenger in a Subaru SUV northbound 
on Concession 6 early last Monday afternoon. 
According to police, the driver stopped at the 
stop sign at Sandford Road, but then pro-
ceeded into the intersection, not realizing it was 
not an all-way stop. The Subaru was T-boned 
by a Cadillac SUV heading west. The driver of 
the Subaru, as well as two other passengers, in-
cluding a one-year-old infant, and the two oc-
cupants of the Cadillac, were taken to various 
hospitals by air and road ambulance, where all 
five remain with serious injuries. 
   Police said that at this point, they do not in-
tend to lay any charges in the accident. 

Victim of accident 
was a visitor 
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

• Uxbridge-East Gwillimbury Townline from north of Durham Reg. 
Rd. 39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Road, East 
Gwillimbury, to 2024. Bridge repairs over the Mount Albert Creek 
require road closure until 2024. 

• Uxbridge-East Gwillimbury Townline from York St. (500m south 
of Ravenshoe Rd.), to Zephyr Rd., - to 2024. Bridge repairs will 
require road closure until 2024.  

https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/transportation/road-closures-and-
construction.aspx 

Road Closures

The Council of the Township of Uxbridge invites applications from 
members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of 
Uxbridge who wish to have their names considered for a four-year 
appointment (term of Council – expiring November 2026) to the 
Uxbridge Town Trails Committee (see detailed description below).  Any 
person interested in offering their services, and would accept an 
appointment (including present members with expired terms), are 
invited to submit a Volunteer-Committee Member Application Form 
available on the Township’s website https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/your-
local-government/boards-committees-and-initiatives.aspx along with a 
letter of interest outlining relevant qualifications and experience to the 
undersigned by Friday, March 1, 2024.   
Any questions regarding these appointments may be directed to the 
Clerk.   
Debbie Leroux, Director of Legislative Services/Clerk 
Telephone: 905-852-9181   Fax: 905-852-9674 
e-mail: dleroux@uxbridge.ca 
P.O. Box 190, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1T1

Board & Committee Appointments 2023 - 2026

This Committee oversees the development of new recreational trails and 
maintenance of existing trails in the urban area of the Town of Uxbridge. 
The Uxbridge Town Trails Committee meets 3 to 4 times per year, and 
includes representation from local conservation authorities, Township 
Council, Township Staff, and Trail Volunteers.  Committee members 
may also sit on additional working groups and assist with trail projects 
throughout the year.  Community residents who are interested in trail 
development and are able to participate actively in discussions and 
projects would be most welcome. 
 
The Township of Uxbridge is an Equal Opportunity Employer that is dedicated to an 
inclusive, barrier-free recruitment and selection process. The Township is committed 
to diversity, equity, and inclusion within its community and organization, and 
welcomes and encourages applications from Indigenous Peoples, people of colour, 
women, persons who live with disabilities, people from 2SLGBTQI+ communities, 
and people from diverse communities. When requested, the Township of Uxbridge 
will accommodate applicants throughout the recruitment and selection and/or 
assessment process, pursuant to the Ontario Human Rights Code. These commitments 
also apply to our Board and Committee recruitment and selection processes.  
Personal information is collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.   

Uxbridge Town Trails Committee

FIRST Tax Installment is due on February 27, 2024. 
SECOND Tax Installment is due on April 26, 2024.  

2024 Interim Property Tax Bills have been mailed for all properties, with 
the exception of properties enrolled in the Monthly Pre-Authorized 
Payment Plan or tax bills paid by Mortgage companies.  
The taxes due are based on the billing date. If your account is currently 
in arrears, the February 1st interest charge on “Past Due Taxes” is not 
included on this bill and will need to be paid in addition to the February 
installment.  
Tax Payments Options:  
• In person at Town Hall during regular business hours of Monday to 
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Accepted payment methods are cash, 
cheque, or Interac debit.             
• In an after-hours Drop Box located in the Municipal Office front 
parking lot. – DO NOT DEPOSIT CASH   Post-dated cheques are 
accepted.  
• By Mail - Payments must reach the Municipal Office by the due date.  
• Through Internet or Telephone Banking.  
• At most Financial Institutions.  
• Credit cards and e-transfers are not accepted for tax payments.  
Penalty/Interest Charges: 
For non-payment of a tax levy on or before the respective due dates of 
each installment, a penalty of 1.25% shall be imposed on the first day 
of each calendar month and thereafter in which the default continues. 
Failure to receive a Tax Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from 
responsibility for payment of taxes nor liability of any penalty or interest 
due to late payments.   
The penalty/interest charges cannot be waived or reduced by the Tax 
Department or Council for any reason.  
If a reprinted tax bill, receipt or Statement of Account is required for 
any year’s taxes, a fee of $15.00 will apply. 
If you did not receive your 2024 Interim Tax Bill, please call the Tax 
Department at 905-852-9181. 

From The Tax O�ce

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for February, 2024 

Monday, February 12 
COUNCIL, 10:00 a.m 

COUNCIL EDUCATION SESSION,  
1:30 p.m  

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMITTEE, 7:00 p.m 

HERITAGE COMMITTEE, 7:30 p.m  
Thursday, February 15, 7:00 p.m. 

LIBRARY BOARD  
Monday, February 19 

NO MEETING – FAMILY DAY  
Wednesday, February 21, 7:00 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT  
Thursday, February 22, 7:00 p.m. 

BIA BOARD  
Monday, February 26 

COUNCIL, 10:00 a.m.  
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION,  

3:00 p.m. 
Proclamations for the February: 

Council proclaims 2024 the Year of the 150th 
Anniversary of Lucy Maud Montgomery 

• February is Black history Month 
• Feb 12-18 is Non-profit appreciation week 
• Feb. 17 is Random Acts of Kindness Day 

• Feb. 20 is World Social Justice Day 
• Feb. 28  is Pink Shirt Day 

Complete details of all open positions are 
available at 

https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers 
Current Opportunities 

By-Law Services – Municipal Law 
Enforcement Officer, Parking 

Enforcement 
Closes Friday, February 9, 2024 

Employment Opportunities

All current bid opportunities are posted to 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders 
• U24-02 - Parks Waste Receptacle Removal - 
Closes Feb 28 at 2:00 PM (EST) 
All bids must be received by the Township by 
the deadline stated, either electronically via the 
Township’s website or in-person at the 
Township Office located at 51 Toronto St. 
South. Public tender bid results are posted at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders

Bids and Tenders



Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
 

There aren’t too many people in the 
Township of Uxbridge who don’t 
know who Pat Higgins is. Most res-
idents here either know him person-
ally, have seen his face and name in 
local media, or have at least had the 
pleasure of taking part in an event 
that he has either organized or spon-
sored in some way. Pat Hig-
gins has earned the 
nickname “Mr. 
Uxbridge.” But next 
Wednesday, after 48 
years of working 
with Canadian Tire 
(26 of those in 
Uxbridge), Higgins 
will hand over the 
store keys to a new 
dealer and head into 
the chapter of life 
called retirement. 
  “I’m tired,” says Hig-
gins as he glances at a 
wall full of security 
monitors in his office, 
which overlooks the 
store. “I’m ready for a 
rest. But don’t get me 
wrong, it’s been fun!” 
  News of the local philanthropist’s 
retirement has quietly been circulat-
ing for awhile; Higgins says he told 
his staff of approximately 125 in 
June of last year that a new store 
owner was coming on board. He says 
he confirmed right away that they 
would all still have their jobs, and 
confessed that some of the staff were 
upset at the news of his retirement. 
  “The last couple of weeks might be 
hard,” says Higgins. “These people 
have been like a family, I certainly 
haven’t been an absentee store owner. 
It’s been my life.” 
  Pat Higgins took over Canadian 
Tire Store #127 from Norm Kane in 
1998. He had previously been a store 
dealer in North Battleford, 
Saskatchewan, and in Scarborough. 
Prior to that he worked with Cana-
dian Tire’s head offices, or “corpo-
rate,” in various capacities. And he 
smiles when recalling how he began 
working for the company that be-

came his life’s work. 
  “In high school, I thought I was 
going to be a chef. I was walking up 
Yonge St. (in Toronto) one day, just 
looking for a job, and there was a 
Canadian Tire Gas Bar there, so I got 
a job pumping gas...” 
  Higgins has contributed thousands 
of dollars and manhours to Uxbridge 
through donations to various service 

groups, events and organiza-
tions. He initiated Huck 

Finn Youth Fishing 
Day as a way to get 
young people and 
their families out to 
explore Elgin Pond 
and discover the joy 

of holding a fishing 
rod. He’s made 

Uxbridge one of the 
most successful loca-
tions for the Jumpstart 
Program, a nation-wide 
initiative that helps 
children “overcome fi-
nancial and accessibil-
ity barriers to sport and 
recreation in an effort 
to provide inclusive 

play for kids of all abilities.” His  
...continued on page 9 
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Roger Varley 
 

Bridgebrook Corporation's proposal 
to build 588 homes on a 40-hectare 
swath of land running between Con-
cession 6 and Centre Road, north of 
Quaker Village, has moved a step for-
ward following a settlement reached 
between the developer, the township 
and the region. However, that next 
step might be a long time coming. 
  Bridgebrook made its original ap-
plication in April 2021, seeking an 
amendment to the region’s Official 
Plan; the township’s Official Plan; 
the township’s Zoning By-law to 
change the designation from Future 
Residential to Residential; and ap-
proval of a draft plan of subdivision. 
Kyle Rainbow, Uxbridge's director of 
development services, said Bridge-
brook appealed to the Ontario Land 
Tribunal (OLT) for approval in 

2022, citing the region's "non-deci-
sion" on its original proposal.  
  Last month, the OLT ruled that all 
evidence in connection with the ap-
plication was to be heard in a single 
settlement hearing. 
  A township report this week on the 
settlement said the Bridgebrook 
lands and other Phase 2 lands in the 
township are now referred to as 
"Evolving Neighbourhood Areas." 
The township, in consultation with 
the region, retains the right to deter-
mine when and if lands in the Evolv-
ing Neighbourhood Areas are to be 
allocated sanitary sewer and water 
servicing capacity for development. 
Until the conditions for servicing al-
location are met, these lands cannot 
be developed. 
  Rainbow said he had "no idea" 
when such servicing might be avail-
able for the proposed development, 

noting there are other projects with 
claims on sewer and water capacity, 
such as the downtown revitalization 
project and the new hospital and 
long-term care facility. 
  The settlement also set forth condi-
tions that must be upheld when de-
velopment eventually occurs. They 
include the protection of environ-
mental lands, the provision of 20 
acres of green space and the minimiz-
ing of traffic impacts. 
  Rainbow said that, despite the re-
port, "it's not official yet until the 
OLT gives its written report." 
  At the original application hearing 
in April 2021, Matthew Cory, plan-
ning consultant for Bridgebrook, said 
the proposal calls for the construc-
tion of 588 homes, ranging from 
townhouses to single detached homes 
to row housing. He said the site  

...continued on page 11 

Major development moves (somewhat) closer to reality‘Mr. Uxbridge’ retiring after 48 
years in the Canadian Tire biz

Pat Higgins, owner of Cana-
dian Tire Uxbridge, is retir-
ing next Wednesday after 
years of service to both his 
store and the town.  

Cosmos file photo



An open letter to Public Works di-
rector Ben Kester and the Town-
ship of Uxbridge council 
 
I have received the full traffic survey 
that was carried out from the 8th to 
the 14th of June 2023, at 3899 
Front St. in Goodwood. I have read 
the report and spoken to the people 
who carried out the survey. 
  Did you even read the conclusion 
of the survey? It says that 4,377 ve-
hicles used the street in one week, 
and 90 per cent - or 3,940 of them 
- were speeding over the posted 
limit! 
  Your analysis of the survey is lack-
ing or flawed. Your eighth or 85th 
percentile means nothing. 
  The survey people summarized the 
report to me by stating that fully 90 
per cent of the vehicle traffic was 
speeding over the posted limit. In 
one 24-hour period alone there 
were over 100 vehicles exceeding 
the posted speed limit by over 10 
km/h! 
  It is bad enough that there is an 
incredible amount of traffic on this 
once quiet street, but now the resi-
dents have to endure over 90 per 
cent of the traffic excessively speed-
ing. There are a large number of 
people walking on the street with or 
without their children and dogs, as 
well as a large number of cyclists 
using the street. 
  There are at least a dozen solutions 
to this problem: 
•  a 3-way stop sign at Rebecca lane 
•  Grooved pavement 
•  Painted roadway (like at Davis 
Dr. and Conc. 6)  
•  Temporary speed bumps 
•  Permanent speed bumps (like 

those found in Whitevale) 
•  Construction pylons center of 
road (like in Gamebridge) 
•  Police enforcement 
•  Speed recording sign 
•  More/larger speed limit signs 
  You and the town council need to 
take action and slow down the traf-
fic on the side streets of Goodwood 
and the other hamlets in the town-
ship ASAP. 

R. Robertson 
Goodwood 

 
The Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes 
Food Bank sincerely thanks you, 
our generous community, for your 
continued support! 
  Demand continues to climb sig-
nificantly, with a total of 2,000 
household visits during 2023, an in-
crease of over 30 per cent from 
2022. On average, 40 households 
visited our food bank each Wednes-
day afternoon last year, during 
client operating hours of 1-4 p.m.  
These 40 households per week rep-
resented approximately 100 individ-
uals (adults and children) from 
Uxbridge Township, needing food 
support. 
  We continue to be amazed by the 
kindness and support from individ-
uals, service clubs, businesses, 
churches, schools and other organi-
zations for all your food and finan-
cial donations. We are truly 
grateful. 
  Special thanks to our dedicated 
volunteers, who collectively manage 
all aspects of our operations, and to 
St. Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian 
Church for embracing the food 
bank and allowing us to locate 
within their building. This year 

marks our 35th year of operation 
(1989-2024)! 
  For more information, or to make 
a donation, please visit our website 
at uxbridgefoodbank.com; email us 
at uxbridgeloavesandfishes@hot-
mail.com; call us at 905-852-0392; 
and follow us on Facebook 
@UxbridgeLoavesandFishes 

Don Mertens 
Board Chair 

Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes  
Food Bank 

 
Three major accidents in less than 
two weeks, one death and multiple 
major injuries, all on Concession 6. 
That should get somebody's atten-
tion.    
  Perhaps the individuals who man-
age our roads might connect the 
fact that the traffic volumes on 
Concession 6 have increased signifi-
cantly due to the terrible condition 
of Regional Road 1.  
  Another contributing factor is that 
there are a number of major cross-
roads on Concession 6, including 
Sandford Road, Davis Drive and 
Ashworth Road. These roads all 
cross Concession 6 while, on 
Durham 1 between Leaskdale and 
Sandford Rd., there are no crossing 
roads.  
  We have asked several councillors 
over the last three years when Re-
gional Road 1 will be repaired. We 
have been constantly told “next 
year.” It's time the Region priori-
tized the repair of Durham 1 and 
stopped the carnage.  

Pat and Grant Nixon 
Uxbridge 
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Letters to the Editor

When we first learned that Canadian Tire Uxbridge store owner Pat Hig-
gins was retiring this month, you could have knocked us over with a 
feather. Pat retire? He can’t do that. He does too much around Uxbridge, 
he’s always there for everyone, everything. What will Uxbridge do without 
him? 
  Before we set into panic mode, however, we remembered that the man 
works retail - a huge, national corporation, no less - and is likely tired be-
yond measure. If anyone deserves to retire, it’s Pat Higgins. 
  Don’t fret, Pat, if you’re reading this. We aren’t going to roast or embarrass 
you here. We are going to be bold, however, and use this space to publicly 
thank you for all you’ve done for Uxbridge. If you had a nickle for every 
time you’ve been asked for a donation, you’d be a millionaire. If you tallied 
up all the money you’ve handed over in sponsorships, you could probably 
purchase a house (in today’s prices!). If you could measure the joy that 
Huck Finn Youth Fishing Day has brought to hundreds and hundreds of 
people over the years - well, you can’t. That kind of joy is immeasurable. 
Your dedication to the Jumpstart program, your personal involvement in 
making Uxbridge a better place to be - it honestly blows the mind, and 
humbles those of us who are blessed enough to know you.  
  Mr. Uxbridge, you have done an amazing job of making sure that the fa-
miliar red triangle with the green maple leaf is everywhere, just as you 
wanted it. You have made Uxbridge a much better place, and you deserve 
every word of praise you receive, every award you hang on your wall, every 
heartfelt congratulatory message.  
  On behalf of the entire township, the Uxbridge Cosmos would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you, Pat Higgins, for all that you have con-
tributed to the life, success and well-being of Uxbridge and its residents. 
We all wish you every happiness in your retirement, and sincerely hope 
that you won’t be a stranger to events around town. Take a well-deserved 
rest, enjoy cottage life, try to not drive your lovely wife around the bend, 
and again, thank you. Forever, thank you.

Our two cents
The man, the myth - the retiree
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Cape Breton was just buried under up to 150 
cm of snow! More than 100 people have died 
in a wildfire in Chile! Floods are devastating 
southern California, including Los Angeles, 
which has received 75 per cent of its annual 
rainfall already this year! 
  One might assume Mother Nature is just a 
little ticked off with humans and the way 
they treat the planet. So, it was with a little 
consternation that I received the news that 
Elgin Park - that green jewel in the middle of 
town - is going to be turned into a giant park-
ing lot come August. The Motor City Car 
Club (MCCC) of Oshawa is going to stage its 
Autofest show in the park on the last week-
end of August. 
  What's that got to do with the lead to this 
column, you might ask. In my opinion, it's 
just another example of humans cavalierly 
using our natural resources for our own 
amusement and gratification, consequences 
be damned.  
 Now, while it's unlikely the show will result 
in some major weather event, I wonder just 
what effect it will have on the park. That's be-
cause the MCCC boasts that as many as 
1,500 vehicles could be on display in the 
park, plus vendors, food trucks and assorted 
attractions. On top of that, the MCCC 
claims they expect at least 6,000 visitors to 
the event. In the past, concerns have been 
voiced about damage caused to tree roots in 
the park during the annual demolition derby 
at the Fall Fair. If that was a concern, what 
can we expect from 1,500 cars driving over 
the greensward? 
  There are several things about this exercise 
that have me bothered. Although council re-
ceived a report on Monday morning recom-
mending the show be allowed to go on, the 
MCCC was already trumpeting last week that 
council had approved its proposal. How did 
they know? Or were they just being abun-
dantly overconfident? 
  One of the recommendations in that report 
was to allow some of the show participants to 
camp in the park overnight. And yet, earlier 
in the report, it is stated that "the township 
will evaluate the feasibility and requirements 
for this request." If the request still has to be 

evaluated, how can the report recommend 
camping be allowed? 
  With 1,500 cars spread out in display across 
the park, where are the 6,000+ visitors going 
to park? We were merely told "it can be han-
dled." 
  Another aspect that has me confused con-
cerns access to the park. The MCCC is being 
charged close to $8,000 rent for what the re-
port calls "two days of exclusive use of the 
park grounds." And yet council wants 
Uxbridge residents to be able to enter the 
park to use the walking trails, the playground 
and the fitness equipment. Does the word 
"exclusive" not mean what it used to mean? 
Council suggested MCCC implement a 
wristband policy to allow event organizers "to 
differentiate between event participants and 
special-requested township residents." No one 
explained exactly what a "special-requested 
resident" is or who would be required to wear 
a wristband. 
  And while there were numerous references 
to MCCC helping maintain washrooms and 
control garbage, there was no mention what-
soever in the report about security. 
  Finally, no one has yet explained why 
MCCC wants to move the show from Os-
hawa, where it has apparently run successfully 
for 25+ years. An online publication claims 
that the city of Oshawa has provided more 
than $270,000 of in-kind support to Autofest 
since 2014.That's a lot of support to walk 
away from. 
  It appears there are a number of questions 
that have not been adequately addressed, 
questions that should have been asked before 
approving the show, including one about how 
much damage will $1,000 cover? What is 
likely to be the environmental impact on the 
park grounds as a result of 1,500 cars driving 
over the grass? 
  It seems to me that if we have a by-law on 
the books that prohibits you from disturbing 
worms in Elgin Park (that's a fact) we ought 
to be just as stringent in protecting the park 
as a whole. 
  Tell me, am I wrong?

It’s one of those iconic Canadian images – 
when you’re a Canadian kid growing up with 
history books and images of Canadiana all 
around – that registers permanently. It shows 
a biplane – really little more than a pair of 
kite-type wings with a man, Douglas Mc-
Curdy, sitting on the lower wing at the con-
trols – flying over a wintry scene. It’s the 
Silver Dart, flying just a few feet above the 
frozen surface of Bras d’Or Lake near Bad-
deck, Nova Scotia, on Feb. 23, 1909. And as 
iconic as the image is, I only learned this 
week who captured it.  
  “I’m Kathryn Bradford Stevens,” said the 
speaker at the function I attended this week. 
“I’m the daughter of aviation artist Robert 
Bradford.” 
  Kathryn’s father died in May 25, 2023, in 
his 100th year. And to help celebrate his ex-
traordinary life in aviation and preserving avi-
ation history, she agreed to speak to the 
Toronto chapter of the Canadian Aviation 
Historical Society last weekend. We’d gath-
ered to hear her in a lecture hall at Canadian 
Forces College in Toronto. 
  “What Dad has depicted here is the first 
flight of the Silver Dart,” Kathryn began. 
And, as I said, it’s indelible, those few mo-
ments of flight over about half a mile of 
frozen lake. But what she then noted are all 
the things in that historical image that we 
mostly overlook. It was damn cold that day! 
“You can feel the cold,” she continued. “You 
can see the breath coming from the horse 
drawing the red sleigh in the background.” 
  I’ve never noticed the sleigh before, the 
sleigh just below the aircraft. And, yes, there’s 
steam coming off the horse and from the peo-
ple seated in the sleigh. And did you know 
who’s there in the sleigh, by the way? 
  “That’s Alexander Graham Bell and his 
wife,” Kathryn pointed out. Bell was not only 
known for his pioneer work with telephone 
communications, but also with something 
called the Aerial Experiment Association 
(AEA), formed under Bell’s guidance. But 
“Mrs. Bell is a very famous woman in avia-
tion history; she bankrolled the development 
of many of the AEA pioneer aircraft,” 
Kathryn went on. 
  And there’s more. If you’ve ever visited Bad-
deck Bay on Cape Breton, you’ll know that 
the inland countryside there has very little 
contour. And so, the artist’s daughter specu-
lates, “I think Dad might have exaggerated 
the hills a bit, taking artistic licence.” 

  Robert Bradford was born in Toronto in 
1923 and, like lots of boys growing up in the 
1930s, fell in love with aviation and the no-
tion of flying. In 1941, at age 18, he enlisted 
in the RCAF, trained here in Canada, and in 
1944 went overseas to serve in the Royal Air 
Force as a staff pilot. From my own research, 
these pilots were worth their weight in gold, 
helping wartime pilots, navigators, and wire-
less radio operators learn the skills required to 
crew bomber and fighter aircraft to defeat 
Hitler’s Luftwaffe. Post war, Bradford illus-
trated for A.V. Roe (who designed/built Lan-
casters and the Arrow), then moved to de 
Havilland. As his daughter pointed out, while 
he had a day job and family to attend to, he 
always made time for his passion. 
  “These paintings were painted in the base-
ment of our Don Mills home, with artificial 
light, many hundreds of hours of research and 
sketching and painting,” she said. 
  In 1961, Robert Bradford created four avia-
tion paintings for a calendar. His ability to 
capture aircraft suspended in mid-flight as 
well as the atmosphere of the space surround-
ing them was uncanny. What’s more, design-
ers and manufacturers relied on the details of 
the aircraft he painted to generate blueprints, 
schematics and actual replicas of the aircraft 
themselves. 
  The National Aviation Museum, whose col-
lection Bradford would later curate, next 
commissioned him to capture many of these 
historic Canadian aviation moments, includ-
ing McCurdy’s flight in the Silver Dart, for its 
collection. Then, in the 1980s Canada Post 
invited him to capture even more with classic 
images of float planes, bombers, trainers, jets 
and bush planes on 16 postage stamps. He 
continued to paint into his centennial year. 
For his daughter, however, the Silver Dart 
painting holds particular significance. 
  “I went through private pilot training my-
self,” she explained. “And after I flew solo, my 
dad gifted me a copy of (the Silver Dart) 
painting, signed. And on it he wrote, ‘Now 
you know how McCurdy felt.’” 
  “Very true,” she admitted, “because, yes, 
McCurdy was probably a little anxious. And I 
was a little anxious.”  
  Only an artist who understood his subject 
by experience the way Robert Bradford did 
could capture that in a paintbrush stroke. 
 

For more Barris Beat columns,  
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat 

column by Ted Barris

Behind the brush strokes of history

Canadian Tire Uxbridge 
 www.canadiantire.ca 

905-852-3315 

HAPPY RETIREMENT PAT!
Thank you for being a great employer over the years.  

Enjoy the next amazing chapter in your life! 
  

Your Canadian Tire Uxbridge Team  
(past and present)

Am I wrong? 

column by Roger Varley

Autofest and the Park - do they mix?
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Our Displays 
1st Uxbridge Scouts  
Ace Glass  
Allan Family  
Alliance Agri-Turf 
Apex Investment Management 
Arens Family   
Beyond Bump Post Partum 

Doula Services  
Bonner Boys   
Canadian Fibreglass Pools   
Coldwell Banker R.M.R. Real 

Estate Uxbridge   
Details Hair Salon   
Durham Farm & Rural Family 

Resources     
Dominos Pizza 
Durham West 4-H Association 
Douglas Crossing    
Family Worship Centre  
G – Squared   
Goodwood Baptist Church 
Graham Family   
Greene Family   
H Bee Architecture   
Halibut House Fish & Chips 
HealthSpace Collective 
Hilltop Equestrian 
Hospital Auxiliary 
House of Albi   
IODE   
James Campbell Insurance  
Joseph Gould Public School    
Keith’s Flowers 
Kuula Family 
Lions’ Food Booth 
Live Inspired Counselling  
Marx Mechanical 
Matatoa Counselling 
Music By the Bay /LCM Project 

Management 
North Durham United Football 

Club  

Pet Hospital on Main  
Probus  
Quaker Village Public School 
Reachview Village Long Term 

Care 
Rotary Club of Uxbridge 
Silver Heron Farm  
St. Andrew’s-Chalmers 

Presbyterian Church 
St. Joseph Catholic School 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church 

Uxbridge  
Stage One Rentals 
Step Forward Physiotherapy  
Sugar F/X 
Sunderland Stingerz Ringette 

Association 
Team Welsh 
Templeton Marketing  
The Bridge Social  
The Cindy Wood Team 
The Flooring Barn   
The Second Wedge Brewing Co.  

& Wilkins Design 
The Uxbridge Cosmos   
Threads Boutique 
Thunder Ridge Bison   
Toronto & North York Pony Club  
Township of Uxbridge   
Trafalgar Castle School 
Trentadue Torres Group 
Udora-Leaskdale Lions   
UTS Tree Care   
Uxbridge Fair Board   
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market    
Uxbridge Fire Department 
Uxbridge Horsemen’s 

Association 
Uxbridge McDonald’s 
Uxbridge Skating Club  
Uxbridge Tennis Club 
Uxbridge youth Centre 
VIBE Illuminations 

We Wilsons 
Williamson Uxbridge GM  
Williamson Chrysler Uxbridge 
Wright Web & Photo 
Young Chiropractic   
 
Our park set up and  
take down 
Gwen Cameron  
Julia Kierans 
Nancy Knapp 
Nancy Nicholson 
John Ponech 
Keith St. John 
 
Our Gate Volunteers 
Jennifer Bagshaw  
Dan Bakewell 
Matthew Ball 
Alison Belesky 
Jackie Burch 
Mateya Briet 
Brandon Bryon 
Roxann & Bryson Bound 
Gwen Cameron 
Paige Cassibo 
Jake Clutchey 
Calvin Cockburn 
Jaxon Coleman 
Lisa Cornell-Cook 
Liam Davidson 
Rowan Davidson 
Elain DeBlicquy 
Alanna Delaney & Brooklyn 
Layla Dubreuil 
Larry Emo 
Sandy Evans 
Declan & Kyle Flear 
Hayley Flear 
Agnieszka Froncisz & friends 
Heather Hunter 
Karen Irwin 
Linda Jones 

Jennifer Kallies 
Julia Keeping 
Tracey Leonard 
Ella Letsche 
Grady Letsche 
Madeleine & Travis Libertus 
Kim Lunn 
Piper Lunn 
Scott MacDonald 
Gina Matena & Family 
Erin Matresky, Kyle, and family 
Pam McFarlane 
Owen McLeod 
Karen McMullen 
David Minn 
Hunter Nunn 
Robert Paterson 
Elaine Porter 
Thomas & Zoe Ramply 

Sherri Reynder and the Walking 
Gals 

Owen Ritchie 
Nicole Roberts 
Nathan Roberts 
Lisa Rolph 
Justin Sellery 
Jim Sowerby 
Steve Snodden 
Todd Snooks 
Andrei Stefan 
Nicole Stewart 
Daryl Stott 
Gordie Stott 
Byron Taylor 
Team Starbucks 
Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
Finley vanWolde 
Whitby Wild Ladies Hockey

The Optimist Club of Uxbridge wishes to thank the following for their contribution to 
helping us make our 16th anniversary of the Optimist Fantasy of Lights so successful! 
Monies raised from this event go toward our initiatives for helping the youth of our town.  
 
Please consider supporting the businesses and organizations listed below. 
We look forward to another spectacular event in 2024. 

• Alec Leask Excavating 
• Dave & Indira Barton & John Henry for refreshments 
• Derek Heyes Landscaping 
• Frank & Chris Chown for the nightly cookies 
• Pierre Knobbs of Joker F/X 
• Randy Wilson 
• Rob Campbell 
• Skye Steeves  
• Sunrock Building Materials 
• Tank Truck Transport 
• Uxbridge Cosmos, uxbridgedaily.com and 105.5 FM for helping  

to promote the event 
• Uxbridge Town Council and staff for their ongoing support 
• Finally, we wish to thank the local residents for their patience, 

understanding and support. We had a very successful event, 
which allows us to put a lot of money back into the community 
for the good of our youth. We are so grateful to everyone who 
helped to “pull this off.” We could not have done it without you.
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Uxbridge Optimist Christmas Trees 

 
Many thanks to Pat Higgins and Mark Quibel of 

Canadian Tire Uxbridge, and to Jeff and Bernie at 
Scugog Rentals for their continued support for our 

Christmas tree sales. 
 

If you would like to learn more about us, please go to 
our website, uxbridgeoptimist.com for information

Your Donations at Work! 

 
Thank you so much for your support of the Optimist 
Fantasy of Lights. Monies raised from this event go 

toward our initiatives to help the youth of our town. 
 

Last year we handed out $64,000! A list of some of 
the organizations who benefitted last year: 

 
Multiple USS scholarships 

Jumpstart Program 
1st Uxbridge Scouts 

Loaves and Fishes Food Bank 
Uxbridge Youth Centre 

Precious Minds 
Durham Farm and Rural Family Resources 

Springtide Music Festival Youth Stage 
Optimist Youth Chess Tournament

UXBRIDGE CLUB UXBRIDGE CLUB
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Mr. Uxbridge retires, from page 3 
 

Canadian Tire sponsors sports teams 
throughout the town. He even do-
nated his own money to help build 
the “Pat Higgins Park” (the Jump-
start multi-sport court at Bonner 
Fields) in town. His generosity to 
Uxbridge is so legendary he was, in 
2022, awarded the first Order of 
Uxbridge by the Township. Higgins 
says he was intent on “having the 
(Canadian Tire) Triangle around 
town as much as I could!” He ad-
mits, however, that the new dealer 
may find it challenging to take over 
the position. 
  “It’s not going to be easy on him, 
stepping in. He’ll likely continue 
some stuff, like Jumpstart and the 
Games, and the sponsorships. Huck 
Finn, though, that might be tougher 
for him. 
  “Him” is Mike Howell, from 
Whitby. Howell currently has a 
Canadian Tire store in Mississauga, 
and he’ll be taking over the Uxbridge 
store on Wednesday, February 14. 
The store will be closed all day to ac-
commodate the changeoever. 
  “The corporation owns the store, 
and I own everything in it,” explains 
Higgins. “Having the store closed for 
a day means I can hand everything 
over with all the stock counts intact, 
everything clean and tidy, and ready 
to go.” 
  When asked to reflect on his time 
with Canadian Tire, especially as a 
store owner, Higgins says he remem-
bers the blackout of August 2003 as 
being particularly challenging, only 
to be topped by the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

  “We had to scramble to do business 
in a different way in short order. We 
were doing 700 transactions a day!” 
  He says he prefers, however, to 
think about the better times he has 
had with his staff and the commu-
nity.  
  “I’m ready to move on. I’m proud 

of my team, I couldn’t have done it 
without them.” 
  As for plans come February 15, 
Higgins says he plans to “lay low” for 
awhile.  
  “We’ve got a cottage, I’m going to 
do some work there,” he says. 
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Across 
1. Given 
4. "Savvy?" 
7. Casino attraction 
11. Sci-fi gun 
12. Can 
13. "Aquarius" musical 
14. Harmonized melody 
15. Smeltery's raw material 
16. Nothing but 
17. End a game temporarily 
19. Track wager 
20. Depict 
25. Barber's job 
28. Band-___ 
29. Set-to 
30. Longboat propeller 
31. In times past 
32. Captivated by 
33. Bubbly 
36. Use a chaise longue 
37. Parachute material 
41. Bridge 
43. Endorser's need 
45. Pronoun 
46. Suspend 
47. Exist 
48. Gnawed 
49. Football positions 
50. 70s rock group 
51. Acquiesce 

Down 
1. Middle Eastern person 
2. Brace 
3. It's inflated in England 
4. Fire sign 
5. Swabbed spot 
6. Observer 
7. Pumps and clogs 
8. Type of light 
9. Lubrication 
10. Essay 
18. Body part 
19. Sleeping place 
21. Paper leaf 
22. Uprising 
23. "As if!" 
24. Smallest prime number 
25. Part of a golf club 
26. Headed 
27. Country that gave us  
       Baileys 
31. Bronze ___ 
32. Distant 
34. Places for kayos 
35. Word with ear or peace 
38. Stake 
39. Catch ___ 
40. Requirement 
41. "___'s the one for me" 
42. Cooking equipment 
43. Animal foot 
44. Generation

Roger Varley 
 

A sustained attack against the North 
Kawartha Knights gave the Uxbridge 
Bruins a 7-4 win at the arena on Fri-
day, but the fire power was lost two 
days later as the Georgina Ice 
blanked the Bruins 4-0. 
  The Bruins jumped from the open-
ing whistle on Friday, with Ryan 
Shier scoring the first goal unassisted 
just 30 seconds into the game. Less 
than five minutes later, Shier scored 
again on an excellent passing play 
with Tanner Ryan and Noah Button. 
Nevertheless, despite the constant at-
tacks, the Knights found the score-
board late in the period, even though 
their forays into the Bruins' zone 
were few. 
  Evan Gilbert scored early in the sec-
ond for the Bruins, assisted by Nolan 
Winter and Jake Rigillo, but the 
Knights cut the lead again when 
Jacob Lemere took a long pass that 
put him alone in front of Uxbridge 
goalie Andrew Claughton. In the last 
five minutes of the period, Gilbert, 

assisted by Anthony Lamanna, and 
Ryan, assisted by Button, scored two 
more and North Kawartha added 
their third. 
  Less than a minute into the third 
period, the Knights again reduced 
the Bruins' lead to one, but the Bru-
ins maintained their offensive, with 
Lamanna scoring an unassisted 
marker at the midway point and 
Gavin Graham, assisted by Jaxon 
Koehler, rounding out the scoring. 
  The Cosmos selected Gilbert of the 
Bruins and Geoff Boates of the 
Knights as players of the game. 
  In Keswick on Sunday, the second-
place Ice shut out the Bruins in what 
appears to have been a nasty 
game.The game-winning goal came 
less than two minutes after the open-
ing whistle. The Ice scored two more 
in the second period and a short-
handed marker in the third for the 
win. 
  According to the game report, the 
second and third periods saw a slew 
of egregious penalties by both teams. 

In the second period alone, the Bru-
ins were cited three times for un-
sportsmanlike conduct as well as 
goalie interference, while the Ice had 
four unsportsmanlike conduct penal-
ties. Things did not improve in the 
third period, when officials called 
numerous penalties on both teams 
for unsportsmanlike conduct, fight-
ing, goalie interference, leaving the 
bench, illegal equipment and spear-
ing. 
  As of Tuesday, the Clarington Ea-
gles remained on top of the seven-
team league with 60 points. 
Georgina has 52, with a game in 
hand. The Bruins are in third place, 
19 points behind Clarington but 
only four points ahead of the Port 
Perry LumberJacks, although they 
have two games in hand. 
  The Bruins are back in action to-
morrow (Friday) night at the arena, 
when they host the Little Britain 
Merchants at 7:45 p.m. On Sunday, 
it's a short jaunt down Reach Street 
to face the LumberJacks at 2:25 p.m.

Bruins mark time with a win and a loss

Parked cars in the Park, from page 1 
 
asked about the possibility of host-
ing 1,500 cars, the resident said: 
"Maybe if you used the whole park. 
Not sure where spectators would 
park." MCCC has said it expects 
more than 6,000 visitors to the 
event. 
  Clarke confirmed Monday that vis-
itor overflow parking can be han-
dled. 
  Clarke's report also suggested that, 
to ensure Uxbridge residents can 
still access the park during the event 

for activities such as walking, play-
ing on the playground and working 
out, a wristband policy be imple-
mented to allow event organizers to 
differentiate between event partici-
pants and township residents. 
  MCCC will also be responsible for 
assisting staff in maintaining wash-
rooms and managing garbage over-
flow, including renting a dumpster 
for the event.  
  On the camping issue, although 
the report recommended camping 
be allowed, it also said the township 
"will evaluate the feasibility and re-
quirements for this request."   
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SERVICES 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS For all your 
inside and outside upgrades and projects. 
Including decks, fences, pergolas, 
kitchens and bathrooms. Offering very 
competitive prices, +25 years experience. 
Free estimates. Call 437-777-1281 or 
ronbcontracting@gmail.com   3/21 
SHARPER EDGE (formerly Exact Edge) 
Chains, machetes, scythes, axes, etc., 
sharpened. Kitchen knives, too! Chainsaw 
maintenance & tree felling. 416-705-8427.    
ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly 
Lawn Slide Services. Offering landscaping, 
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light 
excavation work, snow plowing. Email  
noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  
Instagram: @action_outdoor_services, 
647-523-6730. 2/29   
MIKE THE HANDYMAN – experienced, 

reliable, affordable. Services: 
carpentry/trim, laminate flooring, tiling, 
drywall repair, plumbing & electrical fix-
ture installation, vanity installation, inte-
rior painting/caulking, picture/painting 
hanging, TV mount, weather stripping, 
much more. 647-505-9204.  2/29 
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED RESTORA-
TION? Boxes of slides taking up room? 
Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 
Brock St. W. (Uxbridge) specializing in 
restorations & scanning. Call Sabrina, 905-
550-8825.  2/29 
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING 
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted 
Heather Stewart for 19 years for her 
reliability and detailed professionalism. 
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat 
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s 
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email  

hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us 
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge     
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras 
you'll love living in with our expert fitters 
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. 
Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for 
details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting 
experience!  2/29 

FOR SALE 
1999 GMC SAFARI VAN - New brakes and 
brake lines within last 10,000 kms. Runs 
smoothly. Well looked after. Summer tires 
on custom rims and winter tires on factory 
rims. Fully loaded. Good for camping or 
work. 236,500 kms. As is. $3,000. 
Currently licenced and insured. 416-427-
4615.   2/15 

EVENTS 
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT 
MEDITATION is holding in-person 
meetings at 10 a.m. every other Sunday. 
Whether experienced or new to 
meditation, all are welcome. Location:  2 
Campbell Dr., Ste. 201.  Email Gail: 
ghorner550@gmail.com   
100 WOMEN WHO CARE UXBRIDGE Feb. 
15, Uxbridge Legion, 7 p.m. Join us for an 
hour, bring a friend, and help make a 
difference for local charities. Details at 
100womenuxbridge.ca 

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit 
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest 

electrical contracting ltd 
 

Paul Fraser 
Cell 416.527.0878 
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com 

esa #7007893

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING 
Septic & Holding Tanks 

 

905-852-2486 
416-476-7170 

 

Serving Port Perry, 
Uxbridge &  

surrounding  areas 
 

MOE licensed

“Lord, have mercy on us. We 
have put our hope in you. Pro-
tect us day by day and save us 
in times of trouble.”      Is. 33:2

416-526-3469
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OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Now booking for 

work indoors  
Bathrooms, kitchens, basements & 

“granny” suites. Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, mold, roofing, 

drywall, painting, ceramics, flooring.  
Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311  24/7

To place a death 
or in memoriam 

notice 
Visit thecosmos.ca 
Call 905-852-1900 

Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Call Gillanders today 
to consign your 

quality items to an 
upcoming sale or to 

discuss an auction of 
your own!

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

 #1T
H

E REASON FOR 
READING
PRINTED 
COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPERS 

IS LOCAL
NEWS

Source: News Media Canada

Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

Neither do we!

Remember that 
time when Amazon 
sponsored your church 
fundraiser?

Remember when 
Facebook bought a case 
of Girl Guide cookies to 
support your daughter?

Remember when 
Google provided free 
pizza to your child’s 
soccer team when they 
won the championship?

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada
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 3 Brock Street West 

PRE-MADE CAN MEAN HOMEMADE - CHECK OUT OUR 
MADE-IN-STORE TAKE HOME MEALS!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR  
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS! 

www.themeatmerchant.ca

DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 

647.220.6093 
darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

Passed away peacefully on January 25, 
2024 in Newmarket, Ontario. Loving 
husband to Carol (nee Zys). Devoted 
father to Joey, Billy and Jonathon. Son of 
the late Bernadette Ferguson and Robert 
(Bonnie) Ferguson. Brother of Cathy Weir (Bill), Mike (Rosa), Mary and 
the late Frank Ferguson. Uncle to Brooke Weir. 
 
Bob had a courageous journey dealing with ALS after he retired from a 
long career with Community Living Toronto. 
 
Bob was gentle, loving, patient and supportive to all. He was passionate 
about many things, including empowering people with intellectual 
disabilities and newcomers, and making Shadow Lake Center an 
experience for both. In lieu of flowers, donations to Community Living 
Toronto will go towards creating these opportunities and can be made at 
www.cltoronto.ca. Alternatively, donations may be made to the ALS 
Society. The family would like to thank all for their support over time, 
particularly the last 1.5 years. They are also grateful for the caring comfort 
offered by the Margaret Bahen Hospice. Cremation has taken place. 
 

A memorial service for Robert will be held Saturday, 
February 24, 2024 from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

at Thompson Funeral Home, 530 Industrial 
Parkway South, Aurora, ON L4G6W8, 
followed by a reception at 12:00 PM.

Robert "Bob"  
Joseph Ferguson 
September 12, 1962 ~  

January 25, 2024

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
 

It’s awards season, and Uxbridge is 
walking the red carpet! 
  Randy Wilson and Davi Aquino re-
cently brought home the Creative 
Arts Emmy for outstanding sound 
editing for a comedy or drama series 
for their work on HBO Max’s The 
Last of Us. 
  “We were up against The Boys, 
House of The Dragon, Andor, and The 
Lord of The Rings: Rings of Power,” 
says Wilson. “I knew we were nomi-
nated in July, but when it came to 
our category, there was so many 
names, and then they said, “the crew 
from The Last of Us”.  It was a shock.  
None of us moved, because it took a 
few seconds for us to realize that it 
was actually us!” 
  Wilson says it was nice to finally 

meet face to face with so many col-
leagues that he had only ever 
emailed, texted, or FaceTimed with.    
  “At the awards, Pedro Pascal came 
up to us and congratulated us and 
spent some time chatting with us, 
and I had little chat with Weird Al 
(Yankovic) at the reception later on.” 
  Wilson explains Foley as “the very 
specific sounds in a soundtrack that 
would be too difficult to normally 
put in from conventional sound ef-
fects libraries. It could range from 
footsteps, hand pats, glass debris, to 
little subtle clothing and cloth move-
ments an actor might be doing on-
screen.”   
  On the Foley team, Wilson is a su-
pervisor and Foley mixer. “In addi-
tion to bringing in jobs and putting 
Foley teams together for each proj-
ect, I’ll record a Foley artist as they 

perform the sounds in front of mi-
crophones.” 
  Aquino (who currently resides in 
North Bay) takes recorded tracks and 
edits them to be in perfect sync with 
the picture, as well as eliminates any 
unwanted sounds that may have 
made it to the tracks. 
  Wilson and his freelance team do 
Foley work for some of the larger stu-
dios in Toronto, in addition to some 
of the big ones in Los Angeles.   
  Wilson was nominated for a Day-
time Emmy award “a few years ago,” 
and has won a Canadian Screen 
Award.  
  “I just found out that the Cinema 
Audio Society has included me for 
nomination for Television Series - 
One Hour for The Last of Us too.  
Those awards are going to be down 
here (Los Angeles) in March.”

Development coming eventually, from 
page 3 
 

would preserve an area of natural 
heritage and would also contain a 
park. At the time, councillor Todd 
Snooks noted that Quaker Village 
sits on 80 hectares but only has ap-
proximately 340 homes. He pointed 
out that the proposed development 
would put more homes on land that 
is half the size.

Local Foley team wins Creative Arts Emmy
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Gwen Layton 
Realtor® 

GwenLayton.ca 
Cell 647-991-3276

LIMITED RELEASE 
Luxury Townhomes in Uxbridge 

Family-sized 3 Bedroom, Over 1,700 
sq.ft. $75,000 Interior Upgrades 
Included! Priced from $949,000

2-storey brick townhouse. 
3 beds, 3 baths, 1-car garage. 

End unit on cul-de-sac.

Shane Coxworth Realtor® 
Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 905-903-7965

Chris Larmer Realtor® 
Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 416-500-6377

SUNDERLAND BUNGALOW 
3 beds, 2 baths, 48 Lorne St. 

Situated on just over a 1/4-acre 
lot in a quiet friendly 

neighbourhood. Attached single 
car garage. Asking $798,000.

ONE-OF-A-KIND CENTURY HOME 
5050 Main St, Clarington - $1.3M Fully renovated, 

preserving original features. 3 beds, 2 baths, 9.5’ ceilings, 
grand dining room, chef's kitchen, coffee nook, walk-in 

pantry. Oversized windows, detached  
garage, in-ground pool. Modern  
comforts with timeless charm! 

Alyssa Persaud Realtor® 
AlyssaPersaud.ca 
Cell 647-232-8979

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor® 

JudyEsmonde.ca 
Cell 416-677-8709

THINKING OF SELLING? 
Give me a call. I have potential buyers 

looking in Uxbridge!

380 Carnegie Beach Road, Port Perry.  
2 bed, 1 bath, 80 x 200-ft., lot, access to  

Lake Scugog across the street,  
tandem 2 car garage.  

Offered for sale at $525,000.

Marie Persaud  
Realtor® 

MariePersaud.ca 
Cell 416-970-8979

7 James Hunt Court, Uxbridge. 
Quiet court, 4 bedrooms,  

3 bathrooms, heated 2 car garage, 
fenced yard, professional 

landscaping and trails nearby. 
Offered for sale at $1,299,900

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor® 

QuickHomeValues.ca 
Cell 416-556-0238

Brandon Van Tol Realtor® 
BrandonVanTol.ca  
Cell 647-880-4827

 IN-TOWN BRICK BUNGALOW  
38 Marietta Street, Uxbridge, 2 bed, 

1 bath, detached heated garage, 
fenced yard, updated finishes
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