
LET THE MUSIC PLAY -  Tom Newman entertains a small but appreciative crowd at the Open Mic ses-
sion held downstairs at the Uxbridge Legion on Sunday afternoon. The Legion hosts the Open Mic every 
Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. - a great way to stay out of the cold!      Photo by John Cavers

Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
 

The Township of Uxbridge still hasn’t heard 
from York Durham Heritage Railway (YDHR) 
on whether it wants to return to the negotia-
tion table, despite remarks made last week by 
the organization. And the clock is ticking. 
  On Dec. 21, in an announcement on its Face-
book page, the board of the York Durham Her-
itage Railway (YDHR) said that “with a heavy 
heart,” it had decided to leave Uxbridge after 
more than 26 years and set up operations 
somewhere else in Ontario (although it didn’t 
say where). The announcement said the 
YDHR’s landlord, the Township of Uxbridge, 
had made it clear that the railway was no longer 
welcome in this town.  
   Previous to that announcement the Township 
had cited YDHR for several building code and 
safety violations in the Uxbridge yard, includ-
ing four long-abandoned passenger cars which 
had asbestos contamination and had fallen into 

unsightly disrepair. The Township told the rail-
way that failure to comply with these demands 
would mean that YDHR’s lease on the train 
station, due to expire Dec. 31, would not be 
renewed. The railway vacated the station by 
that date, two of the cars remain on site, and 
the lease has expired. 
   The tracks and rail yard, on the other hand, 
are leased by a provincial agency, Metrolinx, to 
the Township, which in turn has sub-leased 
them to YDHR, recently on a month-to-
month basis. Following the railway’s Dec. 21 
statement of its intention to leave, the Town-
ship told YDHR its lease on the yard and tracks 
would expire January 31 of this year, but that 
it would be permitted to enter and remove its 
assets, including rolling stock, until April 30. 
  YDHR then appeared to have a change of 
heart. On Jan. 9, again on Facebook, it an-
nounced it had parted ways with its senior staff, 
and was returning to a volunteer-led organiza-
tion. The chief of those volunteers, board chair 

Michael Jacula, told the Cosmos that the 
YDHR loved Uxbridge, and it hoped to get 
back to the negotiating table with the Town-
ship to resolve its concerns, and continue op-
erations here. 
  But CAO Kristi Honey says the Township has 
received no such request.  
  “We have not heard from YDHR since Dec. 
11,” she said. “We learned about the Dec. 21 
and Jan. 9 announcements on social media, like 
everyone else. It is our understanding the reg-
ulator is reviewing the status of their operating 
license at the end of this month. We await of-
ficial communication from YDHR on their in-
tentions, and updates from the regulators 
including the province, ESA and Public 
Health.” 
   At the Jan. 8 council meeting, Honey and 
Mayor Dave Barton said that once YDHR was 
deemed compliant with safety concerns, its  
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A single vehicle accident has destroyed the his-
toric front gate of the Thomas Foster Memo-
rial.  
  Around 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 10, a 
pickup truck headed north on Durham Road 
1 veered off the highway and slammed into the 
stone abutment to the south of the gate. The 
abutment, however, did not stop the vehicle. It 
continued on, smashing the wrought-iron 
fences on either side of the gate, causing con-
siderable damage to the main gate, and not 
stopping until it collided with the hydro pole 
to the north of the gate.  
   Durham Region police will not say at this 
point whether the driver of the truck was in-
jured, or whether that person has been charged 
in connection with the accident. They also will  

...continued on page 3 
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• Uxbridge-East Gwillimbury Townline from north of Durham Reg. 
Rd. 39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Road, East 
Gwillimbury - closed for bridge repairs to 2024 
 
• Uxbridge East Gwillimbury Townline from York St. 500m south of 
Ravenshoe Road to Zephyr Road - closed for bridge repairs to January 
2024

Road Closures

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for January, 2024 

 
 Thursday, January 18, 1:00 p.m. 

DEPARTMENT BUDGET 
PRESENTATIONS 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING -
CANCELLED 

 
Friday, January 19 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING -
CANCELLED  

 
Monday, January 22 

COUNCIL MEETING CANCELLED 
 

 Tuesday, January 23 
DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

PRESENTATIONS 
1:00p.m. - 5:00p.m. (if needed) 

  
Thursday, January 25 

1:00p.m. - 5:00p.m. (if needed) 
DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

PRESENTATIONS 
BIA BOARD, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Monday, January 29, 3:00 p.m. 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION 
COMMITTEE 

 
Tuesday, January 30, 3:30 p.m.        
ACCESSIBLITY ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 
 

Proclamations for the Month: 
January 21 - World Religion Day 

January 21 - Lincoln Alexander Day 
January 24 - International day of Education 

January 24 - Bell Let’s Talk Day 
January 27 - International Day of 

Commemoration in Memory of the 
Victims of the Holocaust 

January 29 - National Day of Remembrance 
of the Quebec City Mosque Attack and 

Action Against Islamophobia 
January 29 - Hospice Awareness Day
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Uxbridge at a Glance continued
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND 

PUBLIC MEETING CONCERNING AN APPLICATION FOR A ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT 
This Notice is to inform you that the Township of Uxbridge has 
received a Zoning By-law Amendment Application which has been 
deemed complete in accordance with the requirements of Section 34 
of the Planning Act. The Planning Committee of the Council of the 
Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge will hold a statutory public 
meeting to make available adequate information to the public 
regarding, and to consider, a proposed Township Zoning By-law 
Amendment pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 
1990, submitted by 1093560 Ontario Limited (Coral Creek Homes 
– Fabio Furlan).  
The statutory public meeting will be held in a hybrid format allowing 
for in-person attendance or virtual viewing of the public meeting.  
The Township of Uxbridge will be processing the Zoning By-law 
Amendment as required by the Planning Act and welcome any 
comments that you may have.  
PURPOSE OF PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT:  
• The purpose and effect of this application is to amend the Zoning 
By-law to permit a semi-detached house on the subject property. 
• The subject property is designated “Living Areas” in the Durham 
Regional Official Plan,  and “Residential Area” in the Township of 
Uxbridge Official Plan.  It is zoned “Residential First Density (R1)” 
zone pursuant to the Township of Uxbridge Zoning By-law No. 81-
19, and is proposed to be rezoned to “Residential Second Density 
(R2)” zone.  
LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY: 
The subject property is located on the north side of Planks Lane, 
west of Third Avenue South, in the Town of Uxbridge. The property 
is legally described as PT LTS Q AND R, BLK 66 PL 83 AS IN 
D453569 and is municipally known as 50 Third Avenue South, 
Uxbridge. The location of the property is graphically illustrated on 
the key map below.   
FILE NO.: Zoning By-Law Amendment 2023-13 (ZBA 2023-13)

 
APPLICANT/OWNER: 1093560 Ontario Limited (Coral Creek 
Homes – Fabio Furlan)  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Additional information relating to the proposed Zoning By-law 
Amendment is available for inspection in the Development Services 
Department between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, 
at the Township Municipal Office, 51 Toronto Street South, 
Uxbridge, Ontario.  It is preferred that if you require additional 
information that it be requested by email, mail, or telephone from 
the undersigned. However, if necessary, the Township Office can be 
accessed Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by contacting 
the undersigned.  
Jennifer Beer 
Permits & Approvals Analyst 
Development Services 
Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto St. S., Box 190 
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1T1 
Email:  jbeer@uxbridge.ca   
(t) 905-852-9181 Ext. 225  (f ) 905-852-9674  
PLANNING ACT REQUIREMENTS: 
This Notice is being given in accordance with Planning Act 
requirements.  A final recommendation on the application will not 
be presented until after the Township Public Meeting and all 
technical comments have been received.  
The public meeting is being held in a hybrid format allowing for in-
person attendance or virtual viewing of the public meeting.  The 
livestream public viewing can be accessed by visiting 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/your-local-government/council-
meeting-calendar.aspx  

The meeting date and time is as follows:  
MEETING DATE: Monday, February 5, 2024  
REPRESENTATION 
ANY PERSON may participate in the public meeting and/or make 
written or oral representation either in support of or in opposition 
to the proposed Township Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-
law Amendment.    
1. Written Submissions 
Written submissions should be addressed to the Township Clerk at 
the address shown below.   Written comments should be submitted 
before Friday, February 2nd, 2024. If you wish to be notified of the 
adoption or the refusal of the proposed Township Official Plan 
Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment, you must also make 
a written request to the Township Clerk before the adoption of the 
by-law.  
2. Oral Submission 
Oral submissions may be provided to Council at the meeting on 
livestream, you must pre-register with the Clerk’s office by email at 
dleroux@uxbridge.ca,  or telephone at 905-852-9181 ext. 228 or 
mail at the address below before 12:00 p.m. (Noon) on Friday, 
February 2nd, 2024.  Please include your full name, address, and a 
call-back phone number.  You will be contacted by the Clerk’s office 
to confirm your participation and receive the online call-in 
information before the meeting.  Technical assistance may be 
provided to ensure you are able to participate.  
PLANNING ACT REQUIREMENTS 
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at the 
public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of 
Uxbridge before the proposed application is passed, the person or 
public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Township of 
Uxbridge to the Ontario Land Tribunal.  
If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of 
Uxbridge before the application is passed, the person or public body 
may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the 
Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there 
are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.  
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE THIS 16th DAY 
OF JANUARY, 2024.   
Debbie Leroux, Clerk  
Township of Uxbridge  
51 Toronto St. S., Box 190, Uxbridge, Ontario   L9P 1T1 
Email:  dleroux@uxbridge.ca 
(t) 905-852-9181 Ext. 228 (f ) 905-852-9674 
KEY MAP (not to scale)

YDHR, next steps? from page 1 
 

proposal to operate in Uxbridge would be considered 
along with any other potential users of the station, 
yard and tracks. 
  Meanwhile, a number of people who either worked 
during YDHR’s holiday season or were parents of 
children who worked on the holiday trains have 
reached out to the Cosmos, as well as taken to social 
media, to say that they/their children have not yet 
been paid for the hours they worked during the hol-
iday season. The Cosmos reported on the same issue 
in January 2023. 
   The Cosmos did reach out to Jacula with a number 
of questions to try to clarify YDHR’s status going 
forward, both on its presence in Uxbridge and on 
the payment situation. Neither he nor any other 
YDHR member had responded by press time.  

Foster gate, from page 1 
 

not reveal whether road conditions, the speed of the 
vehicle, or other possible factors might have played 
a role in the crash. 
  Amanda Ferraro of the Township of Uxbridge, 
which owns the Memorial and the land on which it 
sits, said preliminary estimates of the damage are 
about $50,000. 
  “Lovers of the Foster are devastated by this,” said 
Bev Northeast, longtime chair of the Friends of the 
Foster, the volunteer committee which raises funds 
for the site’s upkeep. “It’s very doubtful whether re-
pairs can be done in time for the summer concert 
and tour season. A silver lining, though, is that this 
may present an opportunity, during the restoration, 
to move the gate back 15 feet or so, to prevent salt 
erosion, avoid just this sort of accident, and give 
more room for parking. Another possibility, which 
we’ve long talked about, is to re-incorporate the 
beautiful archway which used to sit there, but was 
moved to the far southeast corner of the property.”  
  All possibilities must be discussed by council. 



If it looks like a duck, swims like a 
duck, and quacks like a duck… 
  When referring to the genocide of 
the Palestinian people, our local 
paper thus far has only mentioned 
the Oct. 7 attack on Israelis by 
Hamas. My question is, why is that? 
When will we read reporting on 
what is happening to Palestinians at 
the hands of the Israeli Defense 
Force?  
  The term ‘apartheid’ is defined as a 
set of legal policies that segregate 
one racial group from another. 
Amnesty International (an NGO 
specializing in human rights) identi-
fies the Israeli state as one that prac-
tices an apartheid regime on 
Palestinians.  
  The practice of apartheid has rela-
tions to other ducks…genocide, 
colonization, and ethnic cleansing. 
  Currently, in the Israeli occupation 
of Palestine, there is a genocide tak-
ing place in Gaza. We live in an age 
where we don’t have to wait for tra-
ditional sources of news to inform 
us - or sometimes misrepresent in-
formation to us - of what’s going 
on. Our social media feeds are 
flooded with images and videos of 
genocide on the ground.    
  Since October, the Israel Defence 
Force has killed almost 25,000 
Palestinians living in Gaza. From 
the old to the young, from civilians 
trying to flee to journalists report-
ing on the ground. Some of these 
people were patients in hospitals 
trying to receive life-saving care, the 
smallest ones were babies in incuba-
tors. And we are watching this, live 
on our phones, across continents 
and an ocean. 
  We make vows in November for 
Remembrance Day to never forget 

the cost that has been paid for fight-
ing for liberation, justice, and 
peace. In John Wood’s comic from 
the Nov. 9 issue, a cartoon character 
reads a newspaper that says, 'News: 
Israel and Hamas Still At War in 
Gaza.’ On one side of the character, 
‘Lest we forget’ is posted on a sign 
and on the other side is another 
character that has said, “I think we 
already have.”  
  I don’t think forgetting is the true 
issue here.  
  The world over has seen barbarous 
acts of one group oppressing, subju-
gating, displacing, dehumanizing, 
and annihilating another group. 
And the world, over time, has asked 
itself, ‘How did people condone 
these acts as they were happening?’  
  I think it starts with actively not 
talking about what’s actually going 
on - which I hope this local paper 
will take steps towards rectifying. 
And one step more disturbingly be-
yond that, it continues with not 
practicing critical thinking and 
being propagandized.  
  In the past two months of thou-
sands of Palestinian civilian deaths 
at the hands of the Israeli Defence 
Force, calling what has been going 
on a genocide and calling for a 
ceasefire has been erroneously and 
egregiously conflated with being 
anti-Semitic.  
  On Nov.17, Nada Tarbush, Pales-
tinian representative to the United 
Nations (U.N.), addressed the in-
ternational organization with these 
words: “Palestine has always been 
multi-racial, multi-ethnic, and 
multi-religious.\ People of Jewish 
faith have lived in historic Palestine 
as Palestinians for centuries. We 
consider them to be our brothers 

and sisters. And since the memory 
of the Holocaust has been invoked, 
let us also say loud and clear, we 
have the greatest of solidarity with 
both the victims and survivors of 
the Holocaust. It was not Palestini-
ans that committed that horrific 
genocide, but the fascist forces that 
spawned from Europe... We are 
united with those hundreds of 
thousands of Jews around the 
world, including from organizations 
like Jewish Voice for Peace, If Not 
Now, Na'amud UK, who are calling 
out this genocide and chanting in 
the streets of New York, London, 
Paris, Berlin, Sydney, Toronto, and 
all major western cities so that their 
governments can hear, "Not in our 
name, end the genocide in Gaza." 
With them, we stand together to 
end this pain and suffering…” 
  In reflection on the Palestinian 
people, Tarbush declared to the 
U.N. that, “the Palestinian people 
are a people who refuse to disap-
pear. And your nuclear threats, and 
your bombs, and your tanks, and 
your bulldozers will never break the 
Palestinian people's will to be free, 
and to live in the dignity and peace 
to which all people are entitled.” 
  What is currently being done to 
Palestinians looks like, moves like, 
and sounds like genocide. You don’t 
need a Sibley Guide to be able to 
identify this duck. When referring 
to the “Israel and Hamas” war, I im-
plore our local paper to amplify the 
voices of Palestinians who are call-
ing for an end to what is actually 
going on in Gaza - a genocide. 
Ceasefire now. 
Name withheld upon valid request 

Uxbridge 
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Letters to the Editor

It’s a pretty safe bet that every single person reading this has recently made 
a comment to another person with regards to the weather. “Cold enough 
for you?” “Geez, can’t believe how cold it is!” “Can’t talk, my face is numb 
from the cold...” 
  We can talk about the cold (we’re Canadians, of course we talk about the 
cold.), we can complain about the cold, we can, in spite of ourselves, deal 
with the cold. But rather than gripe about it (because let’s face it, there ain’t 
a darned thing you can do about it), let’s look at some things we can do to 
put cold on the back burner. 
1. Think about how less likely you are to get sick. Despite popular urban 
myths, you cannot catch a cold from going outdoors. And the little germies 
that cause us to sneeze and feel yucky can’t stay alive or reproduce as well in 
cold temperatures. So get outside and don’t catch a cold!  
2. Think of all the calories you’re burning. We tend to feel a little heavier 
after the holidays, so a lot of time shivering from the lower thermometer 
will actually help you shed some unwanted pounds. 
3. Speaking of the holidays, many of us need a holiday from the holidays. 
Re-entry to the “real world” of January and work and the like is difficult. 
When it’s too cold to do anything, we may just be forced to do something 
that we are getting less and less good at - relaxing. Perhaps by a fire. Per-
haps in a chalet. Perhaps under a cozy duvet. Perhaps on the sofa with that 
book you got for Christmas and weren’t anticipating reading until the summer.  
4. While you relax, enjoy a hot beverage of your choice. Tea, coffee (we’re 
the world’s top consumers, next to China), a toddy (not just for the sick), 
mulled wine... Hot water and lemon is a great tonic for your body, and 
your soul too, as you watch the snow fall outside. 
5. Depending on where you do your “relaxing,” you could help solve the 
problem of underpopulation. There’s always a wee baby boom just after 
school starts, as all the merry-makers on the holidays found fun and inter-
esting ways to keep warm... 
6. In keeping with the bed theme - it’s a good time to indulge in something 
our ancestors did all the time - heat the bed. Try an electric blanket, or slip 
a hot water bottle under the covers before you crawl in. Nothing beats that 
warm spot when your nose is still cold. 
7. If you’re a fashionista, then this could be just the time for you to strut 
your stuff and really show the world your outdoorsy look. Sport a toque, 
scarf and mittens like no one else can. Those clunky, ugly-but-oh-so-warm 
snowmobile boots are about to put Jimmy Choo to shame... 
8. It’s the best time of the year to catch a sunrise. Sunrise happens relatively 
later in the morning. You can get a good lie in and still be up in time to 
make an item 4 and marvel in the start of a brand new day. You’ll go to 
work feeling like you connected with nature, and that peace will follow you 
through the day. 
9. You can see a film guilt-free. Anything you want to catch up on. Start on 
Saturday morning, finish Sunday night - you won’t even know what the 
weather’s doing outside. 
10. If you are escaping to warmer climes, this is the time to feel smug 
about your impending hot weather holiday. Toques off to you. We’ll keep 
the seat warm for you.

Our two cents
Ten reasons to love the cold
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You don't need me or anyone else to tell you 
times are tough. Skyrocketing food and 
housing costs have hit us all, telecom prices 
continue to rise, gas isn't cheap and so on. 
No wonder a lot of us gripe about the strain 
it puts on our wallets. 
  In the near future, based on past experience, 
there is going to be a lot of griping when 
Uxbridge council passes the 2024 budget. 
That's because, as councillor Willie Popp, 
chair of the finance committee, has warned a 
couple of times, it is going to be difficult to 
not go over last year's property tax increase of 
5.9 per cent. 
  It's easy to gripe, especially when you 
haven't sat through all the budget discus-
sions. I've griped in the past myself, but usu-
ally it has been about council adding items 
from a wish list - (they hate that term) - that 
increases the tax levy. But on the whole, 
council tackles every department budget in-
dividually, raising questions about proposed 
expenditures, asking if there are other ways 
of doing things to reduce costs. In defending 
their proposed budgets, department heads al-
most always point to things beyond their 
control: increased costs for supplies, climbing 
hydro rates, higher contracting fees and, 
quite often, meeting requirements from 
higher levels of government. 
  However, unlike the federal and provincial 
governments, municipal governments are 
prohibited by law from running deficits. We 
all know of the billions of dollars in deficits 
registered by the provincial government every 
time it brings down a budget. But heaven 
forbid that local councils go even one dollar 
into deficit.  
  A lot of the expenditures put forward by the 
various departments rely heavily on grants 
from the two senior levels of government. 
But when those payments are less than ex-
pected - or even disappear completely - it 
puts added pressure on the municipality. For 
example, the committee was told last week 
that a grant from the Ontario Community 
Infrastructure Fund will be about $140,000 
less than expected, and the township will re-
ceive about $30,000 less than expected from 
the federal gas tax. Imagine what it would do 

to your finances if the year-end bonus you 
were waiting for was way under what you 
were hoping for. 
  And councillors don't just sit there and take 
everything at face value. Last week, council-
lor Todd Snooks noticed what amounted to a 
clerical error in the public works budget 
which, when corrected, took $179,000 out 
of the mix. Admittedly, the error would have 
been caught eventually, but it shows the 
councillors are paying attention. 
  On top of that, there are demands (re-
quests) from the public that they have to deal 
with. Time and again, council is asked to 
waive fees for use of municipal facilities and, 
whenever possible, council will acquiesce. 
Usually the request is made for a worthwhile 
cause, but in such cases the township still has 
related costs, such as heating and janitorial 
services. Public works always has a list of 
roads and sidewalks that are in need of repair 
or replacement, but there is always someone 
who is angry that their road, their sidewalk, 
is not included on the list. 
  The bottom line is that almost every town-
ship department is predicting an increase in 
operating costs this year, just as almost every 
household is faced with higher costs. House-
holds can lower their costs somewhat by cut-
ting back on frills and even, at times, by 
eliminating some essentials. But council can't 
do that. There is little in the budget that 
could be described as "frills" and eliminating 
essentials just doesn't enter the discussion. 
Snow plows have to clear our roads and roads 
have to be kept in a reasonable state of repair 
or the township could face lawsuits. Facilities 
have to be well maintained in order to realize 
revenue. And revenue is needed to keep the 
tax levy as low as possible. 
  I'm no expert and I hope I'm wrong, but I 
am predicting a property tax increase in the 
neighbourhood of 6.2 per cent. If I should be 
correct, expect to hear a lot of howling. But 
it seems to me that if you want to howl, 
maybe you should consider running for 
council yourself and see how you handle the 
budget. 
  Tell me, am I wrong?

For some, the new year means resolutions, 
diets, workouts or turning over a new leaf. 
For me, perhaps because I’m a details person, 
January means ensuring that household serv-
ices continue to arrive and that I’m living up 
to annual commitments. Among them, as 
usual, I stopped by the township office to pay 
the annual licence fee for our dog, Jazz. The 
clerk said the past few years Uxbridge has 
contracted that service out to Docupet, an 
online service in Kingston. 
  “That’s fine,” I said, “but I’d prefer to pay 
you.” 
  “It’s easier if you go online,” she said. 
  “Maybe, but if I pay you locally, in a way 
I’m ensuring you keep your job.” 
  I’ve always maintained that the best cus-
tomer service happens face-to-face. I’ve often 
written in this column about the erosion of 
that human contact in modern society. It may 
be more convenient to sit at a computer to 
conduct your day-to-day business. But cer-
tainly the past few years of the pandemic have 
shown how remote communication – wireless 
bill payment, Uber booking, artificial intelli-
gence substitution and online ordering – have 
become so faceless. It may be simpler to deal 
with the world from the palm of your hand, 
but it’s also ruined our social skills if not de-
humanized us completely. I truly believe that 
a small community survives – indeed thrives 
– when people in both the civil service and 
the private sector keep storefront operations 
functioning. 
  I’m sure everyone remembers how we all 
flocked to the ease of Zoom when COVID-
19 arrived in March 2020, just under four 
years ago. When medical science told us to 
self-isolate, wireless science showed us we 
could have the next best thing: artificial face-
to-face contact with family, friends, cowork-
ers, business associates and educators. The 
Ontario government told us that online edu-
cation was the best thing for our children – 
keeping them safe while keeping them tuned 
into their studies via the Zoom classroom. 
History proved that it did neither. The tech-
nology intimidated Ontario students and 
worse, it made them social misfits. 
  “Our brains were not actually designed to 
work that way, to learn things through two-
dimensional screens for hours on end,” Mar-
jorie Robb, at the Children’s Hospital of 

Eastern Ontario, told the Toronto Star last 
year. In other words, by taking away human 
contact, she said we create a kind of social 
deficit in basic skills. “The skills for dealing 
with people (on a screen) are not the same as 
the skills you develop by being with real peo-
ple in real time.” 
  Long before the pandemic, and indeed as a 
general rule, I’ve always tried to make the ef-
fort to see and listen to people I deal with in 
person, rather than rely on a voicemail, a text 
or an online link. I remember when I first ap-
plied for a car loan and a mortgage back in 
the 1970s. I knew that I could make a more 
convincing argument for my reliability (or in 
financial terms “risk aversion”) in person 
rather than by correspondence or referral. My 
theory (particularly when I was not working 
on salary but for freelance income) was to al-
ways give my banker a personality to relate to, 
not just a faceless account number. Even 
today, all these years later, I prefer to walk 
into my financial institution to make a de-
posit or withdrawal, as opposed to their pref-
erence that I use online banking. 
  Large organizations prefer online interaction 
to cut back on staff, reduce the number of 
bricks-and-mortar branches they need to 
maintain, and generally reduce costs. That’s 
why I never use automated checkout at the 
grocery store. That’s why I’ll take the extra 
time to talk to service representatives on the 
phone – if they actually exist – instead of con-
ducting my business by touch-tone dialing. 
Sometimes I’ll even catch myself texting when 
it makes more sense for me to walk to or call 
up a person and actually talk to them. Wire-
less is too often faceless. 
  This first week of January, I also dropped 
into the firehall to buy my open-fire burning 
permit. The receptionist greeted me, then 
asked me to fill in the form, and finally pay 
my fee by poking the application and pay-
ment through a slot in the protective glass be-
tween us. When I did, she looked at the form, 
smiled and said, “That’s why I recognized 
you. I read your column all the time.”  
“Thanks,” I said and I thought, if nothing 
else, we’ve put a face to a name. And that’s 
never a bad thing. 
 

For more Barris Beat columns,  
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat 

column by Ted Barris

Putting a face to a name

• Full-service Pharmacy 
• Easy Prescription Transfers 
• Home Health Care 
• Seniors Discount on Copay 
• Home Delivery 
• Compression Socks 

• Now offering Minor Ailments Prescribing (UTI, 
cold sores, heartburn & more). Please book 
your appointment at trailcapitalrx.ca 

• Flu & COVID vaccines 
• Blister Packaging 
• Compounding 

Services
Trail Capital Pharmacy

2 Douglas Road, Uxbridge 
(in the Starbucks plaza) 

trailcapitalrx@gmail.com 

trailcapitalrx.ca

905-852-5555

Family Owned & Operated  
Follow us  
@trailcapitalrx

• Gift Cards 
• Greeting Cards 
• Lottery

Am I wrong? 

column by Roger Varley

Before you start griping...



Conrad Boyce 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
 

One of the principal things Uxbrid-
gians may be wondering about 
Uxbridge’s new urban provincial 
park, announced last spring and dis-
cussed in an open house at Uxbridge 
Secondary School in October, is 
what land will be included. As may 
be suspected with a project that in-
volves multiple levels of government, 

as well as various other agencies and 
conservation groups, the answer is 
not straightforward. The Cosmos 
asked Colleen Baskin, recently sec-
onded part-time from the Township 
to the park project as project man-
ager, to give us an introduction to the 
process. This is what she provided: 
 
At this point, things have not pro-
gressed enough where the various 
public land-owners can talk about fu-
ture land-transfers to the park, but I 
can describe what we are working on.    
  There is a working group of public 
land-owners which includes TRCA, 
the Region of Durham, LSRCA and 
the Township, who are collaborating 
with the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MECP) to 
identify viable scenarios for possible 
future land transfers. One goal of the 
project is to link existing recreational 
and conservation spaces to each other 
so that the whole is better than the 

sum of the parts, but how that might 
materialize hasn’t been determined 
yet.  
  The working group (the members 
of which are listed below) is identify-
ing which lands are appropriate can-
didates, and what the terms and 
conditions of a potential transfer 
might be. Each member of that 
group is also working within their 
own organization to examine prop-
erties to determine pros and cons of 
transfer and will need to identify, by 
property parcel, specific issues to ad-
dress. 
   Once some viable scenarios have 
been created, then each agency will 
be willing to discuss specific lands 
further. The public land-owners will 
wait to discuss specifics publicly until 
the bigger picture questions can be 
answered. There then needs to be 
public engagement on behalf of each 
agency to further understand impacts 
of transferring property. Any offers of 
land must be approved by each 
agency’s council (or board) and then 
negotiated with MECP until accept-
able terms are agreed upon. 
   So in summary, each agency in the 
working group is evaluating the pros 
and cons of including some amount 
of their existing public-access prop-
erties currently used for recreation 
and/or conservation. From a Town-
ship perspective, the McCutcheon 
property on Conc. 7 was donated 
with that goal in mind. The addition 
of any of these public lands would be 
considered an expansion to Phase 1 
of the park boundaries (i.e., added to 
the park in the future). Phase 1 will 
likely consist only of lands already 
owned by the province, such as Gan 
Eden just southwest of town, and the 
Nesbitt Farm on Conc. 6 (where 
“Road to Avonlea” was filmed). 
  Given the amount of work required 
to prepare the property files and con-
duct public engagement, draft the 
proposals and get approval from 
council/boards, negotiate, and then 
subsequent administration work with 
land registry and regulatory 
processes, it is not likely that any ad-
ditional lands could be officially 
made part of the park prior to 2026. 
This would be considered a Phase 2 
initiative.  
  We have learned that TRCA spent 
over 10 years working on property 
transfers to the Rouge National 
Urban Park, and that some are still in 
process. 
   Some other things to keep in mind: 
•  The park is still a proposal. 
•  There are no plans to expropriate 
any property for the park. 
•  The park (if approved) will consist 
of non-contiguous parcels of land  
 

...continued on page 8 

6 Thursday, January 18, 20246The Uxbridge Cosmos

To place a death 
or in memoriam 

notice 
Visit thecosmos.ca 
Call 905-852-1900 

Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca

 

In Loving Memory of 
John Henry Webster 

February 25, 1931 – January 15, 2024  
It is with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of John Henry ‘Hank’ Webster, in his 
93rd year, on Monday, January 15, 2024, at 
the Uxbridge Hospital. Hank was a lifelong 
resident of Uxbridge; he was born on the fam-
ily farm on Hwy #47 east of Hwy 23.   

Hank was married to his loving wife Donna (née Greig) for 54 years. He 
had one son, Ronald John Webster (Marilyn) of Victoria, British Colum-
bia, and his two granddaughters, Danni and Lacey Webster. 
  

Hank was predeceased by his parents John and Myrtle Webster, his older 
sister Evelyn Michie (Bob), and his younger brother Gordon Webster. He 
is survived by niece Mary Anne Richardson (Jack), sons R.J. and Shawn, 
his sister-in-law Betty and his nephew Wayne Webster. He will be missed 
by his wife Donna, his large extended Greig family and many friends.   
He was a mechanic at Williamson and following his retirement mastered 
skills of carpentry, furniture construction, antique tractor restoration and 
building model wooden vehicles. 
  
Visitation will take place at Low & Low Funeral Home, 23 Main Street 
South, Uxbridge, 905-852-3073, on Thursday, January 18, 2024, from 6 – 
8 p.m. Funeral service will be held on Friday, January 19, 2024, at 2 p.m., 
in the Low & Low Funeral Home Chapel with a visitation 2 hours prior.   
Donations in Hank’s memory can be made to the Uxbridge Hospital Foun-
dation. Family & friends are invited to send condolences & special mem-
ories by visiting www.lowandlow.ca

Urban provincial park will come in phases
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SERVICES 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS For all your 
inside and outside upgrades and projects. 
Including decks, fences, pergolas, 
kitchens and bathrooms. Offering very 
competitive prices, +25 years experience. 
Free sestimates. Call 437-777-1281 or 
ronbcontracting@gmail.com   3/21 

ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly 
Lawn Slide Services. Offering landscaping, 
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light 
excavation work, snow plowing. Email  
noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  
Instagram: @action_outdoor_services, 
647-523-6730. 1/25   
MIKE THE HANDYMAN – experienced, 
reliable, affordable. Services: 
carpentry/trim, laminate flooring, tiling, 
drywall repair, plumbing & electrical fix-
ture installation, vanity installation, inte-

rior painting/caulking, picture/painting 
hanging, TV mount, weather stripping, 
much more. 647-505-9204.  1/25 
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED RESTORA-
TION? Boxes of slides taking up room? 
Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 
Brock St. W. (Uxbridge) specializing in 
restorations & scanning. Call Sabrina, 905-
550-8825.  1/25 
PRIVATE PSW SERVICES Specializing in 
Alzheimer’s, dementia, Parkinson’s, geri-
atric and end-of-life care. Lots of courses 
completed and fantastic references. Reli-
able, professional, mannerly. Contact 
Robert at 647-225-8245.  2/1  
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING 
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted 
Heather Stewart for 19 years for her 
reliability and detailed professionalism. 
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat 
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-

watch.ca for more info on Heather’s 
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email  
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us 
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge   
1/25 
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras 
you'll love living in with our expert fitters 
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. 
Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for 
details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting 
experience!  1/25 
 

FOR SALE 

HAY BALES, ALFALFA (reduced). 
Firewood (maple plus mixed) - both 
stored inside. Also, farming opportunities, 
outdoor farm parking, organic farm plot. 
Location - edge of Uxbridge. 905-852-
7634.   1/18 
 

EVENTS 
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT 
MEDITATION is holding in-person 
meetings at 10 a.m. every other Sunday. 
Whether experienced or new to 
meditation, all are welcome. Location:  2 
Campbell Dr., Ste. 201.  Email Gail: 
ghorner550@gmail.com  

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit 
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest 

electrical contracting ltd 
 

Paul Fraser 
Cell 416.527.0878 
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com 

esa #7007893

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

“Don’t be concerned about what 
you will eat and drink. Be con-
cerned with His Kingdom, and 
He will provide you with these 
things.”              Luke 12:29-30

416-526-3469
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 3 Brock Street West 

GET YOUR WARM ON AT LUNCHTIME WITH OUR  
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE CHILI! 

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR  
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS! 

www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

Music Lessons 
in Uxbridge 
In your home or online lessons offered in 
piano, theory and all band instruments.  
Beginner to grade 10 RCM. Ages 4 to adult. 
35 years experience.  

Susan McMullen 
B.Mus., B.Ed., ARCT, OCT 
Royal Conservatory of Music Certified  
 
905-904-0570    susanmcmullen100@gmail.com 
For more information please visit my Facebook page 
     Susan Jean Thomas McMullen

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Call Gillanders today 
to consign your 

quality items to an 
upcoming sale or to 

discuss an auction of 
your own!

OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Now booking for 

work indoors  
Bathrooms, kitchens, basements & 

“granny” suites. Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, mold, roofing, 

drywall, painting, ceramics, flooring.  
Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311  24/7

DARRYL NOBLE ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service 
 

New installations ~ Troubleshooting 
Commercial ~ Residential ~ Agricultural 

Electrical Repair ~ Replacement Panel Upgrades 
Service Changes ~ Generator Installation - Auxiliary Power Solutions 

647.220.6093 
darrylnobleelectrician@live.comMaster License 

6012407
 

7002762
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Help Plan Our Fall Fair! 

Uxbridge Scott Agricultural Society AGM 
 

Please join us at the Uxbridge Seniors Centre, Marietta Street. 

Thursday, January 25, 2024 at 7:30 pm 
to elect our board and executive and plan for the next fair 

September 6,7 and 8, 2024 - Hats Off to Agriculture. 

Memberships will be available for purchase at 7:00 pm

TOO MUCH 
HOUSE? 

 
Downsizing can seem like a 

large task. Let me help. 
 

Complimentary 
Cleaning & Staging 

 
Packing & Decluttering 
Assistance 

 
Painters & Trades on call 
for repairs 

 
I specialize in helping my clients  

prepare their home for market and 
help find the perfect home for 

 the next phase of life. 

Call or text to see how I can help. LEAH SPROTT 
Sales Representative 

(647) 994-1272 
Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. 

9 Main Street S., Uxbridge

Urban park plans, from page 6 
 

(parcels won’t be all together, but 
might be connected by trails or road 
access). 
•  Landowners who are interested in 
having some or all of their private 
property placed in conservation pro-
tection or included as part of the park 
can speak to a member of the land ac-
quisition team about options and vi-
ability. 
•  There may be multiple expansions 
to the Park boundary over time and 
these will likely be completed in 
batches. This could continue for 
many years. 
Members of the Working Group: 
MECP, Township of Uxbridge, Re-
gion of Durham, Mississaugas of 
Scugog Island First Nation, Toronto 
Region Conservation Authority, Lake 
Simcoe Region Conservation Au-
thority, Green Durham (NGO), Na-
ture Conservancy of Canada (NGO), 
Schad Foundation (NGO).  

When this series of articles was 
launched over a year ago, the intent 
was to establish a new mode to 
communicate how Uxbridge Town-
ship fits into, and is supported by 
Durham Region. It has been sug-
gested that occasional updates look-
ing at the broader challenges the 
Region faces would be useful. En-
tering into 2024, this month’s col-
umn will provide a high-level 
departmental sense of the work that 
lies ahead.  
  Durham Region is one of the 
fastest growing regions in North 

America. It’s current population of 
over 700,000 is expected to balloon 
to 1.2 million in the next 25 years. 
The vast majority of this population 
will be in the five southern munici-
palities. Due to its proximity on the 
Oak Ridges Moraine and waste-
water management restrictions, 
Uxbridge is expected to continue to 
have among the slowest growth in 
the GTHA. 
  Durham Region Transit (DRT) rid-
ership has completely recovered from 
COVID reductions and now consis-
tently operates at record levels. All 

vehicles and staff are fully deployed 
each day. Management is being 
forced to redirect vehicles from 
lower-use areas to zones where riders 
are unable to board already full buses. 
The focus for Uxbridge is to increase 
the number of on-demand vehicles 
and improve connectivity to trans-
portation hubs in south 
Durham and York 
Region.  
  Homeless-
ness and 
m e n t a l 
health is-
sues are 
at un-
p r e c e -
d e n t e d 
levels in 
Durham 
R e g i o n . 
The causes 
are well doc-
umented and, 
despite the Re-
gion bringing more 
facilities online, including 
in Beaverton to support North 
Durham, further supports are re-
quired. The Region often faces com-
munity resistance when new facilities 
are proposed.  
  Social Services is also leading the 
construction of a new long-term 
care home in North Pickering. The 
new LTC home in Uxbridge is part 
of the hospital redevelopment proj-
ect.  

  My October column focused on 
regional policing. According to 
Chief Peter Moreira, DRPS has 
fewer uniformed officers per capita 
than its comparators. The Region is 
facing increased crime, significantly 
more traffic and ever more complex 
situations to manage. Similarly, 

EMS resourcing is fully 
utilized. 2024 

budget delibera-
tions have 

specific ac-
tion items 
to in-
crease 
staffing 
in these 
critical 
areas. 
The chief 

recognizes 
the North 

Durham 
challenge of 

reckless and im-
paired driving, and is 

committed to increasing 
enforcement.  
  From a public works perspective, 
the Region has almost 850km of re-
gional roads. One hundred and 
thirty of those kilometers are in 
Uxbridge. Roads and buried infra-
structure throughout the Region re-
quire ongoing reconstruction and 
expansion. Locally, construction is 
scheduled to begin on Durham 1 
and Durham 13 next year. Excellent 
progress continues by Durham 
OneNet to provide highspeed inter-
net to areas currently under-served.   
  With Regional population growth 
comes increased demand for water, 
sewer and waste management. Sig-
nificant investment is required at all 
existing water management facili-
ties. At the Uxbridge wastewater 
management location, scheduled 
maintenance will be completed in 
2024. Only marginal additional ca-

pacity will result. Due to limited 
freshwater flow, there are no fore-
seeable plans to significantly expand 
capacity at this location.  
  The provincial government has 
clear goals to increase the housing 
supply. The southern municipalities 
have made pledges, tied to provin-
cial financial support, to build a 
specified number of homes. Associ-
ated planning roles, once managed 
Regionally, are being reassigned to 
all local municipalities. 
  Residents deserve and expect re-
sponsiveness to concerns with Re-
gional services. 311 service, 
established in 2023, continues to 
evolve to become a one-stop-shop.  
This service will be expanded in 
2024 and broader communications 
will occur in parallel. 
  As the population blossoms, resi-
dents look for opportunities for 
good jobs and avoiding long com-
mutes. Economic Development 
continues to lobby to attract em-
ployers to establish operations in 
Durham Region. Within Uxbridge, 
the focus is on helping new and ex-
isting businesses attract and main-
tain skilled staff.  
  Conservation Authorities, funded 
by various regional governments, 
face growing challenges to respond 
to the environmental impact of 
population growth. Uxbridge be-
longs to and has regional represen-
tation at the LSRCA, CLOCA  and 
TRCA. 
  Durham Region is an incredible 
place to call home. It provides end-
less opportunities to work, raise a 
family and participate in every 
imaginable leisure activity. Main-
taining the existing services while 
responding to the challenges of fast-
paced growth is being dealt with 
head-on by regional council and 
staff. 
  

Connecting with the Region 

with Regional Councillor Bruce Garrod

What to look forward to in 2024
Durham 

Region is an  
incredible place to call 

home. It provides endless 
opportunities to work, raise 
a family and participate in 

every imaginable 
leisure activity. 
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CHECKING 
THE WORLD 
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