
A CANADIAN GAME OF SHINNY -  Hockey players of all ages took to the ice at Barton Pond over 
the weekend to hone their skills and have some fun. For those who want to help study the long-term im-
pacts of climate change through winter weather conditions, join rinkwatch.org, a research initiative look-
ing for information on outdoor skating rink conditions across North America.      Photo by John Cavers

Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
 

In just over a month, the York-Durham Her-
itage Railway (YDHR) has taken its staff, vol-
unteers, employees, fans, foes, township 
council and staff, and countless others, on what 
is likely the most interesting ride of its 30+-
year-long existence. The “ride” began as a 
pledge to make right on issues and problems 
that the township had discovered, as close to 
the end of 2023 as possible. The last stop on 
the ride? Bankruptcy. 
  Only a few years ago, YDHR was a small vol-
unteer-driven organization, taking families on 
trips through the countryside all the way to 
Stouffville (hence the “York” in the name). The 
trips got shorter, the crowds got bigger, the 
events got more extreme (like the “Dinosaur” 
experience last fall), and the volunteers found 
themselves working alongside more and more 
paid staff. The payroll expanded, the board of 
directors had fewer and fewer members from 

the local community. 
  The railway’s landlord, the Township of 
Uxbridge, became increasingly frustrated with 
building code and safety violations. Finally, late 
last year, the Township said it would not renew 
YDHR’s lease on the train station unless it 
came into full compliance with numerous con-
ditions, including the removal of four dilapi-
dated passenger cars from the rail yard. It was 
this announcement that ignited a convoluted 
chain of events. 
  The YDHR’s board of directors, under chair 
Michael Jacula, went on to release three an-
nouncements on its Facebook page, none of 
which were in the form of news releases, and 
none of which were officially sent to the Town-
ship. 
  The first, posted Dec. 21, said the YDHR no 
longer felt welcome in Uxbridge, and “with a 
heavy heart,” was taking its trains and moving 
its operations somewhere else. It didn’t say 
where, although then CEO John Perks told the 

Cosmos they would be in a position to an-
nounce by late January where their new home 
would be. In response, the Township gave the 
railway until Jan. 31 to cease operations in the 
rail yard, and until April 30 to remove all its as-
sets, including its rolling stock. 
   Less than three weeks later, on Jan. 9, after a 
wave of local reaction online urging the YDHR 
to reconsider its departure, the railway issued a 
second announcement. There were three sig-
nificant highlights: 
  - The YDHR board confessed that its “current 
business model has not been successful.” 
  - Accordingly, the YDHR had agreed to part 
ways with its senior staff (whether they resigned 
or were laid off was unclear), and would be re-
turning to their volunteer-based roots. 
   - The YDHR had a plan to reduce its consid-
erable debt load over the following 24 months.  
The statement gave no details of the plan, nor 
the size of the debt. 

...continued on page 3 

Railway’s rapid decline ends in filing for bankruptcy 

AMAZING WOODEN STICKS 
HOME 31 BUTTON CRESCENT    

- 4+2 bedrooms and 4 baths 

- New I/G pool and hot tub and gazebo 

- Newly fully-finished basement  

- Too many updates to list  

- Check this one out!

NEW PRICE 
$1,799,000

Office 905-852-4338

Marie Persaud 
Direct 
416-970-8979 
Mariepersaud.ca 
Realtor®

Alyssa Persaud 
Direct 

647-232-8979 
AlyssaPersaud.ca 

Realtor®

380 Carnegie Beach Road, Port Perry. 2 bed, 1 bath, 80 x 200-ft 
lot, access to Lake Scugog across the street, tandem 2 car 
garage. Offered for sale at $525,000. For more info, call us!

COMING 
SOON!

More on YDHR’s changing “fortunes”  •  Canada Post takes on the news  •  Bruins have a new coach, new outlook
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MPP Peter Bethlenfalvy announced last Thurs-
day that Uxbridge will receive about $793,000 
from the Ontario Community Infrastructure 
Fund. However, the grant was already known 
to local councillors. Deputy mayor and chair 
of the finance committee Willie Popp said 
Tuesday the funds have already been accounted 
for in the current budget discussions and will 
not impact the final budget. 
  Popp said the finance committee was told 
early in its deliberations that the township 
would receive about $130,000 less from the 
fund than it did last year. In 2023, the town-
ship received $932,000 from the fund: in 
2022, the grant was $811,000. 
  The OCIF grants are aimed at helping mu-
nicipalities to renew and rehabilitate critical in-
frastructure.  
  “Capital projects like improving our roads and 
maintaining our bridges and culverts represent 
about 40 per cent of the township’s annual 
budget," said Mayor Dave Barton. 

Provincial grant already 
accounted for

Listing Local 

Marketing Global

www.StacyKearley.com

Your Local Link to Real Estate

Re/Max All-Stars Realty
Inc. Brokerage

47 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 
905-852-6143
416-570-0393 

www.stacykearley.com

Sales Representative
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

• Uxbridge-East Gwillimbury Townline from north of Durham Reg. 
Rd. 39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Road, East 
Gwillimbury - closed for bridge repairs to 2024 
 
• Uxbridge East Gwillimbury Townline from York St. 500m south 
of Ravenshoe Road to Zephyr Road - closed for bridge repairs to 
January 2024

Road Closures

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for January, 2024 

 
Thursday, January 25 

DEPARTMENT BUDGET 
PRESENTATIONS - CANCELLED 

BIA BOARD, 7:00 p.m.  
Monday, January 29, 3:00 p.m. 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION 
COMMITTEE  

Tuesday, January 30, 3:30 p.m.        
ACCESSIBLITY ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE  
Meeting Schedule for February, 2024  

Friday, February 2 
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE, 8:30 a.m. 
MUSIC HALL BOARD, 9:00 a.m.  

Monday, February 5 
GENERAL PURPOSE AND 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE,  
10:00 a.m. 

PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING – ZBA 
2023-13, Coral Creek Homes, Fabio Furlan. 

11:30 a.m.  
Proclamations for the Month: 

January 27 - International Day of 
Commemoration in Memory of the 

Victims of the Holocaust 
January 29 - National Day of Remembrance 

of the Quebec City Mosque Attack and 
Action Against Islamophobia 

January 29 – Hospice Awareness Day 

Complete details of all open positions are 
available at 

https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers 
Current Opportunities 

By-Law Services – Municipal Law 
Enforcement Officer, Parking 

Enforcement 
Closes Friday, February 9, 2024 

Employment Opportunities



A bankrupt railway, from page 1 
 

  Although the Jan. 9 announcement didn’t specifi-
cally mention the abandonment of YDHR’s plan to 
move, board chair Jacula told the Cosmos the railway 
loved Uxbridge, and would work hard to meet what-
ever conditions the Township set for the renewal of 
the railway’s lease. In response, Township CAO Kristi 
Honey said that although the municipality had re-
ceived many expressions of interest in the rail prop-
erties (the Township owns the station, but leases the 
tracks and yard from the province through 
Metrolinx), including from other short-line rail op-
erators, they were prepared to consider YDHR’s pro-
posal alongside any others. 
  Less than two weeks later, on Jan. 21, YDHR re-
leased its third Facebook announcement, declaring it 
had filed for bankruptcy.  
  “The YDHR is sad to announce it is ceasing oper-
ations immediately and has filed for insolvency pro-
tection after almost 30 years of providing train 
experiences for our guests. 
   We will miss seeing everyone coming on board for 
a train ride. 
   We encourage you to visit and support our friends 
at other heritage railways in southern Ontario such 
as the Waterloo Central Railway, Port Stanley Termi-
nal Rail, 
South Sim-
coe Railway, 
R a i l w a y 
Museum of 
Eastern On-
t a r i o , 
M u s k o k a 
H e r i t a g e 
Place, and 
the Elgin 
C o u n t y 
R a i l w a y 
Museum. In 
Q u e b e c , 
v i s i t 
C a n a d a ' s 
n a t i o n a l 
railway mu-
seum, Ex-
porail. 

 
...continued 

on page 4 
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Uxbridge at a Glance continued
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND 

PUBLIC MEETING CONCERNING AN APPLICATION FOR A ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT 
This Notice is to inform you that the Township of Uxbridge has 
received a Zoning By-law Amendment Application which has been 
deemed complete in accordance with the requirements of Section 34 
of the Planning Act. The Planning Committee of the Council of the 
Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge will hold a statutory public 
meeting to make available adequate information to the public 
regarding, and to consider, a proposed Township Zoning By-law 
Amendment pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 
1990, submitted by 1093560 Ontario Limited (Coral Creek Homes 
– Fabio Furlan).  
The statutory public meeting will be held in a hybrid format allowing 
for in-person attendance or virtual viewing of the public meeting.  
The Township of Uxbridge will be processing the Zoning By-law 
Amendment as required by the Planning Act and welcome any 
comments that you may have.  
PURPOSE OF PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT:  
• The purpose and effect of this application is to amend the Zoning 
By-law to permit a semi-detached house on the subject property. 
• The subject property is designated “Living Areas” in the Durham 
Regional Official Plan,  and “Residential Area” in the Township of 
Uxbridge Official Plan.  It is zoned “Residential First Density (R1)” 
zone pursuant to the Township of Uxbridge Zoning By-law No. 81-
19, and is proposed to be rezoned to “Residential Second Density 
(R2)” zone.  
LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY: 
The subject property is located on the north side of Planks Lane, 
west of Third Avenue South, in the Town of Uxbridge. The property 
is legally described as PT LTS Q AND R, BLK 66 PL 83 AS IN 
D453569 and is municipally known as 50 Third Avenue South, 
Uxbridge. The location of the property is graphically illustrated on 
the key map below.   
FILE NO.: Zoning By-Law Amendment 2023-13 (ZBA 2023-13)

 
APPLICANT/OWNER: 1093560 Ontario Limited (Coral Creek 
Homes – Fabio Furlan)  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Additional information relating to the proposed Zoning By-law 
Amendment is available for inspection in the Development Services 
Department between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, 
at the Township Municipal Office, 51 Toronto Street South, 
Uxbridge, Ontario.  It is preferred that if you require additional 
information that it be requested by email, mail, or telephone from 
the undersigned. However, if necessary, the Township Office can be 
accessed Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by contacting 
the undersigned.  
Jennifer Beer 
Permits & Approvals Analyst 
Development Services 
Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto St. S., Box 190 
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1T1 
Email:  jbeer@uxbridge.ca   
(t) 905-852-9181 Ext. 225  (f ) 905-852-9674  
PLANNING ACT REQUIREMENTS: 
This Notice is being given in accordance with Planning Act 
requirements.  A final recommendation on the application will not 
be presented until after the Township Public Meeting and all 
technical comments have been received.  
The public meeting is being held in a hybrid format allowing for in-
person attendance or virtual viewing of the public meeting.  The 
livestream public viewing can be accessed by visiting 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/your-local-government/council-
meeting-calendar.aspx  

The meeting date and time is as follows:  
MEETING DATE: Monday, February 5, 2024 
TIME: 11:30a.m.  
REPRESENTATION 
ANY PERSON may participate in the public meeting and/or make 
written or oral representation either in support of or in opposition 
to the proposed Township Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-
law Amendment.    
1. Written Submissions 
Written submissions should be addressed to the Township Clerk at 
the address shown below.   Written comments should be submitted 
before Friday, February 2nd, 2024. If you wish to be notified of the 
adoption or the refusal of the proposed Township Official Plan 
Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment, you must also make 
a written request to the Township Clerk before the adoption of the 
by-law.  
2. Oral Submission 
Oral submissions may be provided to Council at the meeting on 
livestream, you must pre-register with the Clerk’s office by email at 
dleroux@uxbridge.ca,  or telephone at 905-852-9181 ext. 228 or 
mail at the address below before 12:00 p.m. (Noon) on Friday, 
February 2nd, 2024.  Please include your full name, address, and a 
call-back phone number.  You will be contacted by the Clerk’s office 
to confirm your participation and receive the online call-in 
information before the meeting.  Technical assistance may be 
provided to ensure you are able to participate.  
PLANNING ACT REQUIREMENTS 
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at the 
public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of 
Uxbridge before the proposed application is passed, the person or 
public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Township of 
Uxbridge to the Ontario Land Tribunal.  
If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a 
public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of 
Uxbridge before the application is passed, the person or public body 
may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the 
Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there 
are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party.  
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE THIS 16th DAY 
OF JANUARY, 2024.   
Debbie Leroux, Clerk  
Township of Uxbridge  
51 Toronto St. S., Box 190, Uxbridge, Ontario   L9P 1T1 
Email:  dleroux@uxbridge.ca 
(t) 905-852-9181 Ext. 228 (f ) 905-852-9674 

KEY MAP (not to scale)



A bankrupt railway, from page 3 
 

  All equipment, parts, and inventory 
will be available for purchase in the 
near future through our trustee, Riley 
Farber of Toronto.” 
  No part of the announcement ex-
plains the railway’s seemingly abrupt 
turnaround. The Cosmos did reach 
out to Jacula to try and obtain an ex-
planation, but had not heard back 
from him by press time Tuesday 
night. 
   The Cosmos has obtained a copy of 
the Notice of Bankruptcy from 
trustee B. Riley Farber of Toronto, 
dated Jan. 19, which invites creditors 
to attend a ZOOM conference on 
Friday, Feb. 9, at 11:00 a.m. This 
conference will affirm the company 
as trustee, and discuss how the bank-
ruptcy will proceed. Creditors must 
lodge a Proof of Claim in order to 
participate in the meeting, the form 
for which is available on the trustee’s 
website. 
   The notice states that YDHR filed 

for bankruptcy on Jan.18, with the 
guidance of Riley Farber. It contains 
a brief statement of liabilities, total-
ing more than $2.071 million, and 
assets, valued at about $860,000. It 
has a list of 52 “unsecured” creditors, 
those without any kind of lien on the 
railway’s assets, as well as three “se-
cured” creditors (the Canada Rev-
enue Agency and two railway-linked 
companies in Colorado) that will re-
ceive priority in any kind of payment 
plan. Neither list includes the many 
temporary contractors who worked 
on the railway’s recent holiday trains.  
  A representative of Riley Farber told 
the Cosmos that any corporate bank-
ruptcy, including for a registered 
charity like the YDHR, follows the 
same procedure. The corporation 
must work with a licensed insolvency 
trustee (LIT) to prepare a detailed 
application to the Office of the Su-
perintendent of Bankruptcy (OSB), 
a federal government agency. The ap-
plication has a lot of financial detail. 
Would work on that application 

(filed Jan.18) have begun before Jan. 
9, when YDHR said it had a 24-
month plan for resolving its debt? 
The trustee wouldn’t tell the Cosmos, 
but he did say that question could be 
legitimately asked at the creditors’ 
ZOOM conference. 
  Township CAO Honey said, “It’s 
unfortunate to see a long-standing 
organization like YDHR close its 
doors. With the announcement of its 
insolvency, we will work with the 
trustee through our lawyers to ensure 
Permission to Enter for the removal 
of assets. We have not established a 
timeline, nor met with the trustee on 
this new development and their asso-
ciated timelines.”   
   One local lawyer says it is possible 
for a corporation to declare bank-
ruptcy in order to relieve itself of the 
mountain of debt, take a breather, 
and start afresh. The railway’s Jan. 
21, announcement says it is ceasing 
operations, not necessarily dissolving 
the organization.  
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Here’s a little something you may not know. Starting a couple of weeks 
ago, Canada Post no longer delivers community newspapers with commer-
cial inserts or enclosures to addresses that are signed up for the Consumers’ 
Choice program. And that’s not cool. 
  The Consumers’ Choice program allows those who receive mail the op-
tion of not receiving unaddressed advertising mail (i.e. flyers). Just put a 
note on your mailbox that says “No unaddressed mail” and you won’t get 
“junk mail.” Previously, you would still receive government mailings, elec-
tion material, and community newspapers like this one! But these newspa-
pers sometimes have an insert or two in them, and apparently Canada Post 
doesn’t like the newspapers getting the money for those flyers. So it’s made 
the decision that, when there’s a flyer in it, a mailbox that doesn’t want 
“junk mail” won’t get any, even if it’s wrapped in a community newspaper. 
  To be clear, we’ve done the math, and it is cheaper for an advertiser to pop 
a flyer in our paper and have it delivered than for Canada Post to do it di-
rectly. But for a business to deny residents access to community news be-
cause it’s salty that newspapers are getting flyer business and it’s not? That’s 
bad form, Canada Post. Us newspapers who deliver via you pay thousands 
of dollars for delivery each week. We’re pretty sure you won’t decrease our 
delivery numbers according to this new rule...you think we’re going to pay 
for papers you won’t deliver? AND you think it’s ok to decide who gets local 
news and who doesn’t, based on a flyer? Like we said, not cool. 
  The Cosmos has an insert booked for next week. If you don’t get your 
paper, it’s because Canada Post has instituted this stupid new rule. You can 
always check out our spiffy new website, but you’ll miss out on the flyer.

Our two cents
Junk mail or local news - how badly do you want it?

Publisher/Editor: Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905-852-1900 
Advertising/Sales: 905-852-1900  
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6 
E-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca   Website: Thecosmos.ca 
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.   
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of 
The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a 
name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. 
The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos 
reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in adver-
tisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, 
and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

9,800 copies of  
The Cosmos are 

published each Thursday 
in the Township of 

Uxbridge and delivered 
by Canada Post.

The list of unsecured YDHR 
creditors is long  

Roger Varley 
 
More than 50 people, businesses and or-
ganizations are listed as unsecured cred-
itors in York-Durham Heritage Railways' 
bankruptcy filing. 
  Ranging from $339 to $218,500, the out-
standing debts to unsecured creditors 
total $1,439,798. An unsecured creditor 
does not have the right to seize the 
debtor's property or assets and must rely 
on bankruptcy proceedings or lawsuits to 
recover the debt. Eight of the unsecured 
creditors are based in Uxbridge Town-
ship, but some are from as far away as 
British Columbia and Georgia. The list 
does not include the many performers, 
including children, who were not paid for 
their work on the YDHR's special events. 

  Mansergh Inc. Borrowed Vintage of 
Zephyr is owed $2,333. Owner Alex 
Aldridge said her company rented out 
vintage tableware for YDHR's Heritage 
Tea Ride. She said her last invoice was 
submitted on Dec 16, and was the only 
amount owing. 
  "To be fair to them," she said, "every-
thing else was paid." 
  The filing shows that Uxbridge company 
Meek Electric is owed $10,278. Owner  
Paul Meek disagrees with the amount,   
saying it’s more in the neighbourhood of 
$17,000. He said he has been owed the 
money "since this time last year," adding 
that YDHR has approached him for other 
work since then but he refused until they 
paid their invoice. 
  "It's quite a hit," said Meek. "We're 
probably not getting it back." 
  Alysa King of Acton runs Inspiring Imag-

inations. Her company is owed $12,200. 
She has started a GoFundMe campaign 
but not for herself. King said the aim is to 
raise money to pay some of the young 
performers who worked on YDHR's spe-
cial events. She claimed some of the chil-
dren are owed as much as $1,000. She 
said she has not been able to contact all 
the children who were not paid, but she 
has set a goal of $3,349 to help those she 
has contacted. As of press time, the fund 
had raised $1,240. King said the money 
raised will likely be distributed to the 
children on a percentage basis. 
  One entry on the list is $84,750 owed to 
Nestleton Waters Inn. The inn, which 
catered to weddings and offered luxury 
suites, was sold by its owners in March 
2023. The former owners could not be 
contacted for details on the reason for 
the debt.
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A couple of times a year, many of us com-
plain about having to reset our clocks. You 
know the routine: one hour ahead for day-
light saving time and then one hour back to 
return to standard time. It is likely, however, 
that most of you don't know about another 
clock reset that happened this week. The 
Doomsday Clock was inched ahead to 90 
seconds before midnight! 
  The Doomsday Clock is symbolic, estab-
lished in 1947 by atomic scientists to show 
how close the world is to global catastrophe, 
with midnight being the onset of such catas-
trophe. Back in 1947, the clock was set at 
seven minutes to midnight. It has fluctuated 
somewhat since then, but currently sits at 90 
seconds before C-hour. 
  I have been following other news in the 
last couple of weeks - from Sweden, Nor-
way, Finland and Germany - and there are 
indications that those 90 seconds are ticking 
off fast. Sweden has been openly urging its 
citizens to prepare for war. Norway and Ger-
many have declared that war with Russia is 
imminent, with some declaring a Third 
World War could be upon us as soon as 
2025. In Finland, there are fears that Russia 
might be preparing a Ukraine-style invasion 
in the near future. 
  North Korea's Kim Jung-Un is becoming 
increasingly belligerent and threatening to 
obliterate South Korea and the U.S. with 
nuclear weapons. The Republic of China is 
making more and more ominous threats of a 
takeover of Taiwan and the mad men of the 
Middle East seem intent on drawing the 
western allies into the various conflicts in 
the region. There have been attacks on U.S. 
bases in Iraq and the Houthis in Yemen are 
now firing missiles at allied warships.  
  For Russian President Putin, Chinese Pre-
mier Xi, Kim and the Iranian ayatollahs, the 
timing probably couldn't be better. The 
United States, the principal member of 
NATO, is in the middle of a presidential 
election that is tearing the country in two. 
The European Union is having trouble with 
the right-leaning Viktor Orban in Hungary 
and that will have an effect on NATO. And 

while all of this is going on, some Western 
allies are beginning to balk at continuing aid 
for Ukraine. Slovakia's new leader opposes 
Ukraine membership in NATO and has 
even downplayed that there is a war in 
Ukraine. 
  The war of 1914-18 was known as The 
Great War because, after it was over, no-one 
could imagine such a large-scale war ever 
happening again. It later became the First 
World War because the second one started a 
mere 20 years later. After the world wit-
nessed the carnage of that first conflict, how 
on earth could they let it happen again? And 
yet, having gone through a second global 
conflict that ended only when atomic 
bombs were used for the first time, here we 
are again. 
  One has to believe that humans are the 
dumbest species ever to inhabit this planet. 
Throughout history, we have seen that war 
never solves anything. No empire has ever 
survived. Not the Roman empire, the Mon-
gol empire, the Ottoman empire or the 
British empire. No matter who declares 
themselves master of the world, they eventu-
ally fall from power. And yet, mankind con-
tinues to devise new and more efficient ways 
to exterminate each other. And to what end? 
So that a very few people can claim to have 
power over others. It is not unsurprising that 
Putin, Xi, Kim and Ayatollah Ali Khamanei, 
the supreme leader of Iran, all lead dictator-
ships. Any opposition or criticism is dealt 
with harshly. And we all know what former 
president Donald Trump thinks about them. 
According to him, they're all "great guys." 
  I believe the outcome of the U.S. presiden-
tial election is going to encourage people 
like Putin whatever the result. No matter 
who is declared the winner, I foresee chaos 
erupting in that country, with a new civil 
war a strong possibility. It seems to me that 
would be the perfect time for the dictators 
to make their moves.  
  It seems to me that 90 seconds on the 
clock is going to tick off very quickly. 
  Tell me, am I wrong?

It’s the early 1960s. The Cuban missile crisis 
is still fresh in people’s minds. The Cold War 
is at its peak. A Soviet submarine has run 
aground on the New England coast. Locals in 
the closest town think it’s the start of a Soviet 
invasion of America. The panicking towns-
folk – armed to the teeth with shotguns – are 
lined up on the dock facing an armed Soviet 
sub. And the local sheriff stands between the 
two sides about to open fire. He pulls out his 
parking ticket pad, looks up at the sub com-
mander and through a Russian sailor translat-
ing, says, “All right, let’s have your full name 
and address.” 
  The sub commander orders his deck gunners 
to prepare to fire. 
  It’s the climactic scene from one of my all-
time favourite movie comedies, The Russians 
Are Coming, The Russians Are Coming! It was 
produced and directed by Norman Jewison. 
And thanks to my father’s friendship with 
Norman, dating back to the 1950s, I knew 
how the movie ended before people saw it on 
movie screens in May 1966. I got thinking 
about Alex, my father, who died 20 years ago 
this week, and then with the passing of Nor-
man over the weekend, it all came back to 
me. 
  Based on the popularity of the daily newspa-
per column Alex wrote for the one-time 
Toronto Telegram, called The Barris Beat, CBC 
consented to his idea for a weekly variety TV 
show with the same name in the summer of 
1956. The show combined my father’s talents 
as an interviewer, conversationalist and enter-
tainment reviewer. He had a cast of regulars – 
singers, dancers, comedians – and visiting 
guests. The late-night, live show each 
Wednesday enjoyed moderate success. But 
when up-and-coming director Norman Jewi-
son was assigned to direct the show, it took 
off. 
  “Norman was brought on to try to 
strengthen the show,” Dad wrote. The show 
was moved to Saturday nights and it went on 
to win audience loyalty and numerous excel-
lence awards. When we celebrated my dad’s 
80th birthday in 2002, Jewison, the seven-
time Oscar nominee as best director, and win-
ner of the Irving Thalberg (Academy) Award 
for lifetime achievement, attended the party. 
He reflected on his time directing The Barris 
Beat TV show. “Alex,” he said, “you were my 
star!” 
  He wasn’t kidding. After several seasons di-
recting Dad’s show, Norman got the chance 

to direct big TV shows in the U.S. “An agent 
with William Morris Agency in New York 
had seen kinescopes (sample excerpts) of The 
Barris Beat,” Norm wrote in his autobiogra-
phy, “and he liked what I was doing.” Soon he 
was directing U.S. shows such as Your Hit Pa-
rade and Tonight with Harry Belafonte. (In 
fact, when my sister and I searched the CBC 
TV archives for visuals to show at Dad’s 80th, 
we discovered that all the musical numbers, 
comedy sketches and dance routines that 
Norman had directed had been edited out. 
Those were the clips Norm showed the New 
York agent.) 
  Even though the two men went separate 
ways – Dad to further newspaper journalism, 
books, and more TV-variety writing and host-
ing, and Norman to direct such iconic movies 
as In the Heat of the Night, Fiddler on the Roof, 
Moonstruck, A Soldier’s Story and The Hurri-
cane – they remained fast friends. In fact, 
most summers, because our families had cot-
tages close to each other, we often connected 
socially. And I remember vividly the night I 
saw the plot to The Russians Are Coming from 
the man himself. 
  “Jewison regaled a group of us at a Lake 
Simcoe summer cottage with the details of 
the story,” Dad wrote later. “In his lengthy 
and hilarious recitation, Jewison acted out 
every part.” 
  I remember Norman explaining a scene in 
which the Russian sailors tie up two Ameri-
cans – a New York writer and a buxom female 
phone operator – back to back. Left alone in 
a second-floor room the pair decides to es-
cape, spinning themselves inside the ropes so 
they are facing each other; then they hop 
their way down a steep flight of stairs. (Jewi-
son cast Canadian comedian Larry Mann and 
English comedienne Tessie O’Shea in the 
roles.) He performed the whole scene for us. 
“None of us had any doubts,” Dad said, “that 
Norman would sell the idea. The result was 
the phenomenally successful The Russians Are 
Coming.” 
  And I’m not going to tell you how that cli-
mactic showdown on the New England dock 
turns out. In memory of my dad, and as a 
tribute to Norman Jewison’s genius, I suggest 
you download the movie. It stands up, per-
haps offering even more resonance now, given 
the states of America and Russia today. 
 

For more Barris Beat columns,  
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat 

column by Ted Barris

Norm and Alex - the stars they were

FITNESS GOALS. FITNESS DEALS. CANADIAN TIRE UXBRIDGE.

Canadian Tire Uxbridge 
 www.canadiantire.ca 

905-852-3315 

NordicTrack Treadmill EXP 51 

SAVE $500.00

Reg. $1,499.99

$99999
each

184-1656

Horizon Elliptical Trainer 
EX59 

SAVE $300.00

Reg. $999.99

$69999
each

184-0990

Schwinn Stationary Bike 
IC3 

SAVE $100.00

Reg. $799.99

$69999
each

184-1276

Am I wrong? 

column by Roger Varley

Tick tock, tick tock



With a new head coach and two new 
players, the Uxbridge Bruins ap-
peared to show a new attitude last 
Friday as they dominated the North 
Kawartha Knights with a 7-1 win 
and followed that with a 7-5 victory 
over the Little Britain Merchants the 
following night. 

  Chris Kerr took over as head coach, 
replacing Phil Kestin. Bruins general 
manager Jay Simmonds said the 
change was necessary to move the 
Bruins in the right direction, adding 
that Kestin's departure was "amica-
ble." Kerr was formerly on the coach-
ing staff of the Knights and also the 

Clarington Eagles. 
  Along with Kerr, the Bruins also de-
buted two new players: Evan Gilbert 
and Ryan Shier. Shier joins his 
brother, Owen, on the team and re-
places Josh Czalij, who has moved up 
to the Junior B ranks with the Pel-
ham Panthers. Gilbert earlier played 
for the Knights. 
  Friday's game saw the Bruins dis-
playing more teamwork than they 
have shown recently, with 10 players 
sharing in the points. Anthony 
Lamanna opened the scoring early 
when he took a little flip pass from 
Ty Roberts and scored a short-
handed goal. Later in the first period, 
Quinn Meek took a perfectly placed 
pass from Owen Shier to score a 
power-play marker.  
  In the second period, the Bruins at-
tack was relentless, adding three 
more goals to the scoreboard. 
Lamanna picked up a power-play 
goal, assisted by Jack Davis and 
Meek, Ryan Shier made it 4-0, as-
sisted by Noah Button and Tanner 
Ryan, and Roberts closed out the pe-
riod, assisted by Gilbert and Meek. 
  Early in the third, Meek picked up 
his fourth point of the game, assisted 
by Lamanna. As the game wound 
down, North Kawartha's Liam Kelly 
spoiled goalie Andrew Claughton's 
shut-out bid and Lucas Marshall 
closed out Uxbridge's scoring, as-
sisted by Roberts. 
  The Cosmos selected Meek as player 
of the game for Uxbridge and gave 
the nod to Geoffrey Boates for the 
Knights. 
  In Little Britain on Saturday night, 
the Bruins matched the previous 
night's goal output but had to stage 
a third period rally to pull out the 
win. There was no scoring in the first 
period but the two teams more than 
made up for that in the next two pe-
riods. The Merchants opened the sec-
ond with a goal 30 seconds into the 
stanza, but the Bruins responded 
with three goals in just over three 
minutes, including a power-play 
marker. The goals were scored by 
Lamanna, Owen Shier and Gilbert. 
Little Britain ended the period with 
a power-play goal. 
  The third period was a barn burner. 
The Merchants scored just 90 sec-
onds into the period, only to see 
Uxbridge's Jake Rigillo respond with 
an unassisted goal 30 seconds later. 
Little Britain quickly tied the score 
and then took the lead again with 
their third power-play effort. With 
less than 10 minutes remaining, 
Owen Shier combined with 
Lamanna and Meek on the power 
play and 20 seconds later Gavin Gra-
ham re-established the lead, assisted 
by Gilbert and Roberts. With the 
Merchants' goalie pulled for the extra 
attacker, Gilbert put the puck into 
the empty net.  The Bruins were 
scheduled to meet the league-leading 
Clarington Eagles in Bowmanville 
tonight (Thursday) before hosting 
the Lakefield Chiefs at the arena to-
morrow at 7:45 p.m.
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It is with heavy hearts we announce the passing of John Edwin Rowarth in his 
99th year, peacefully and surrounded by his loving family.  
John was born and raised in Ilfracombe, England, a true Brit through and 
through. After the war had ended and he had completed his time with the British 
Navy, he moved to Canada at the coaxing of his sister, Joan, and brother-in-law. 
He soon met and married Arlene Elizabeth Edwards, the love of his life for more 
than 50 years.  
Together they bought a home in Markham, and raised several foster children and 
four children of their own, Robert, Linda, Laura & Jane. John & Arlene watched 
as their family grew and all were married, and before they knew it, 12 
grandchildren followed, and now there are several great-grandchildren.   
John was an electrical engineer and had a long and interesting career with The 
Defence and Civil Institute of Environmental Medicine  (D.C.I.E.M) in 
Downsview. There were several unique facilities created in Downsview, and a lot 
of study was investigating the effects of occupational hazards such as cold, heat, 
impact, and pressure on pilots and divers. There was not a lot of talk about his 
job at home, but we do remember the conversation about the effect of G-forces 
on pilots being researched, with hypobaric and hyperbaric chambers being used 
to study decompression sickness and motion sickness. John always enjoyed his 
job and found it very fulfilling; he retired at the age of 59, after 35 years of loyal 
service. The next chapter began and he was never short on projects to keep himself 
busy - between babysitting grandchildren, and building a cottage, he definitely 
filled his days.   
Sadly and quite unexpectedly, Arlene passed at the age of 73, and several years 
later John sold their home in Markham and moved to Uxbridge. Always an 
outgoing person and easy to chat with, he met people and grew a large circle of 
friends from his swim group, artist group, to his friends in Testa Heights - he was 
never at a loss of things to do or people to see.  
Arlene had always encouraged him to get back to his painting, but a busy life 
and family never seemed to allow him the time. Once he settled in Uxbridge, he 
joined a group of local painters and took lessons to improve his water colour 
technique. His love for art and time painting with friends filled many days.   
John had a great sense of humour and  he enjoyed life and lived it to its fullest. 
He will be forever remembered as a kind and loving man with a heart of gold, he 
will be greatly missed by all who knew him.    
Family and friends will be received at Dixon Garland Funeral Home, 166 Main 
St., Markham North, Markham, Ont., on Sunday, January 28, 2024, visitation 
11-1 p.m. Chapel service to follow at 1 p.m.

John Edwin Rowarth  November 5,1924 ~ January 17, 2024

Peacefully, with her family by her side 
on Wednesday, January 17, 2024, 2 
months short of her 100th birthday. 
Hildred “Heidi” (née Driver), beloved wife 
of the late Gerald King Cushing.  
 
Heidi was born in Toronto on March 13, 1924. She joined the Woman’s 
Royal Canadian Naval Service (WRENS) in 1942 and served in Canada 
and Washington D.C. She retired as a supervisor from Canada Post in 
1986. Left to mourn her loss are her daughter, Anne Renwick (Robert); 
granddaughter Arlene Goode (Bradley); grandsons Andrew D’Arcy 
(Jordi), and Kevin D’Arcy (Samantha); and great-grandchildren William 
and Hannah Goode, Scarlett, Amelia, Jack, and Evelyn D’Arcy and 
Veronica D’Arcy, and last but not least, her beloved cat, “Miss Sophie”. 
 
Rested at the WAGG FUNERAL HOME, 216 Queen Street in Port 
Perry (905-985-2171). Private interment at Pine Grove Cemetery, Prince 
Albert. If desired, memorial donations may be made to your preferred 
animal shelter or the Royal Canadian Legion Poppy Trust Fund. 
Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at 
www.waggfuneralhome.com

In Loving Memory 
Hildred (Heidi) 
Dorothy Cushing 

1924 - 2024

Bruins welcome new coach with two wins
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SERVICES 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS For all your 
inside and outside upgrades and projects. 
Including decks, fences, pergolas, 
kitchens and bathrooms. Offering very 
competitive prices, +25 years experience. 
Free estimates. Call 437-777-1281 or 
ronbcontracting@gmail.com   3/21 

ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly 
Lawn Slide Services. Offering landscaping, 
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light 

excavation work, snow plowing. Email  
noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  
Instagram: @action_outdoor_services, 
647-523-6730. 1/25   
MIKE THE HANDYMAN – experienced, 
reliable, affordable. Services: 
carpentry/trim, laminate flooring, tiling, 
drywall repair, plumbing & electrical fix-
ture installation, vanity installation, inte-
rior painting/caulking, picture/painting 
hanging, TV mount, weather stripping, 
much more. 647-505-9204.  1/25 
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED RESTORA-
TION? Boxes of slides taking up room? 
Preston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 
Brock St. W. (Uxbridge) specializing in 
restorations & scanning. Call Sabrina, 905-
550-8825.  1/25 
PRIVATE PSW SERVICES Specializing in 
Alzheimer’s, dementia, Parkinson’s, geri-
atric and end-of-life care. Lots of courses 
completed and fantastic references. Reli-
able, professional, mannerly. Contact 
Robert at 647-225-8245.  2/1  
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING 
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted 
Heather Stewart for 19 years for her 
reliability and detailed professionalism. 
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat 
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-

watch.ca for more info on Heather’s 
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email  
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us 
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge   
1/25 
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras 
you'll love living in with our expert fitters 
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. 
Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for 
details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting 
experience!  1/25 
 

FOR SALE 

2023 RYOBI SNOW BLOWER 40V, w/ leaf 
blower. $500. Call 905-640-6815.   1/25 
HAY BALES, ALFALFA (reduced). 
Firewood (maple plus mixed) - both 
stored inside. Also, farming opportunities, 
outdoor farm parking, organic farm plot. 
Location - edge of Uxbridge. 905-852-
7634.   1/18 
 

EVENTS 
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT 
MEDITATION is holding in-person 
meetings at 10 a.m. every other Sunday. 
Whether experienced or new to 
meditation, all are welcome. Location:  2 
Campbell Dr., Ste. 201.  Email Gail: 
ghorner550@gmail.com  

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit 
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest 

electrical contracting ltd 
 

Paul Fraser 
Cell 416.527.0878 
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com 

esa #7007893

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING 
Septic & Holding Tanks 

 

905-852-2486 
416-476-7170 

 

Serving Port Perry, 
Uxbridge &  

surrounding  areas 
 

MOE licensed

“It is best for us to wait in 
patience - to wait for Him 
to save us.”        Lam. 3:26

416-526-3469

Thursday, January 25, 20247The Uxbridge Cosmos

OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Now booking for 

work indoors  
Bathrooms, kitchens, basements & 

“granny” suites. Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, mold, roofing, 

drywall, painting, ceramics, flooring.  
Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311  24/7

 3 Brock Street West 

WEATHER GOT YOU DOWN? PRETEND IT’S SUMMER  
AND BBQ! WE’LL HELP YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR  
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS! 

www.themeatmerchant.ca

DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 

647.220.6093 
darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certified Arborists

• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting

• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing

• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals

• Planting & Plant Health Care

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Call Gillanders today 
to consign your 

quality items to an 
upcoming sale or to 

discuss an auction of 
your own!

TOO MUCH 
HOUSE? 

 
Downsizing can seem like a 

large task. Let me help. 
 

Complimentary 
Cleaning & Staging 

 
Packing & Decluttering 
Assistance 

 
Painters & Trades on call 
for repairs 

 
I specialize in helping my clients  

prepare their home for market and 
help find the perfect home for 

 the next phase of life. 

Call or text to see how I can help. LEAH SPROTT 
Sales Representative 

(647) 994-1272 
Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. 

9 Main Street S., Uxbridge
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 
75 Brock Street West, Uxbridge    905-852-4338     Toll Free 1-866-666-2696
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Gwen Layton Realtor® 
GwenLayton.ca 

Cell 647-991-3276

LIMITED RELEASE 
Luxury Townhomes in Uxbridge 

Family-sized 3 Bedroom, Over 1,700 
sq.ft. $75,000 Interior Upgrades 
Included! Priced from $949,000

With the advent of low inventory and 
recent BOC rate announcements, 
buyers are actively looking NOW!  

Get a FREE Instant Home Value in 10 
Seconds at QuickHomeValues.ca

Shane Coxworth Realtor® 
Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 905-903-7965

Chris Larmer Realtor® 
Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 416-500-6377

SUNDERLAND BUNGALOW 
3 beds, 2 baths, 48 Lorne St. 

Situated on just over a 1/4-acre 
lot in a quiet friendly 

neighbourhood. Attached single 
car garage. Asking $798,000.

ONE-OF-A-KIND CENTURY HOME 
5050 Main St, Clarington - $1.3M Fully renovated, 

preserving original features. 3 beds, 2 baths, 9.5’ ceilings, 
grand dining room, chef's kitchen, coffee nook, walk-in 
pantry. Oversized windows, detached garage, in-ground 

pool. Modern comforts  
with timeless charm! 

Alyssa Persaud Realtor® 
AlyssaPersaud.ca 
Cell 647-232-8979

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor® 

JudyEsmonde.ca 
Cell 416-677-8709

THINKING OF SELLING? 
Give me a call. I have potential buyers 

looking in Uxbridge!

BUYERS: Watch this space for our upcoming listings 
or reach out to us if you are looking for help with your 

buying needs!  
SELLERS: If selling is on your mind, 
reach out to us for a no-obligation 

evaluation. 
not intended to solicit buyers/sellers currently under contract

Marie Persaud Realtor® 
MariePersaud.ca 

Cell 416-970-8979

QUIET COURT, 4 BEDROOMS,  
3 BATHROOMS, HEATED 2 CAR 
GARAGE, FENCED YARD, TRAILS 

NEARBY. Offered for sale at 
$1,299,900. Call today to view 

this awesome home.

Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor® 

QuickHomeValues.ca 
Cell 416-556-0238

Brandon Van Tol Realtor® 
BrandonVanTol.ca  
Cell 647-880-4827

 IN-TOWN BRICK BUNGALOW  
38 Marietta Street, Uxbridge, 2 bed, 

1 bath, detached heated garage, 
fenced yard, updated finishes

WE 
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