
DON’T COMPLAIN, GARDEN TOUR IN THE RAIN - Those with green thumbs - and those who 
wish they had green thumbs - donned umbrellas and rain boots to participate in this year’s Gardens of 
Uxbridge Tour, held last Saturday. Hosted by the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society, the tour featured eight 
stunning backyard oases for happy, water-logged gardeners to enjoy.                              Photo by John Cavers

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
 
Goodwood is about to get some traffic TLC. 
  The township recently announced that the 
hamlet just south of Uxbridge is set to roll out 
what it’s calling “various safety improvements” 
over the next four years, with some projects set 
to begin in the fall of 2023. 
 "I've been an advocate for road safety for many 
years and have actively worked towards having 
these changes implemented,” says Ward 1 
councillor Pam Beach. “It is amazing to witness 
it become a reality. This is great step toward im-
proving the overall protection of those who 
live, play, and work within the area.” 

  The largest planned project is the installation 
of a roundabout at Reg. Rd. 21 (Goodwood 
Rd.) and Brock Rd. in Coppin’s Corners, ten-
tatively scheduled for construction in 
2027/2028.  
  As part of the Region of Durham’s Vision 
Zero Strategic Road Safety Action Plan, begin-
ning this summer, dragons’ teeth pavement 
markings will be painted on the road on Hwy. 
47 entering Goodwood from the west, on 
Hwy. 47 entering Goodwood from the east, 
and on Reg. Rd. 21 entering Goodwood from 
the east. 
  A community safety zone designation on Reg. 
Rd. 21 from Hwy. 47 to Stonesthrow Cres. was 

recently installed. 
Also later this year, the Region of Durham 
plans to mount a permanent Automated Speed 
Enforcement (ASE) camera on Reg. Rd. 21, 
and hopes to activate it in the fall. 
  The Region will also be involved in the 
changes, and plans to alter the streetscape of 
Goodwood Rd. between Hwy. 47 and Ridge 
Rd. Changes to this area include installation of 
new curbs and gutters, as well as a boulevard. 
The modifications to urbanize this stretch of 
road will, according to a news release prepared 
by the township, “improve safety for all road 
users.” 

...continued on page 3   
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Sales Representatives

Office:
905-852-4338

Marie Persaud
Direct: 416-970-8979
Mariepersaud.ca

Alyssa Persaud
Direct: 647-232-8979
AlyssaPersaud.ca

WHITBY BUNGALOW
3+1 Whitby Bungalow, 2 baths, finished  basement with approx 
550 sq ft garage with heat & hydro on a pool sized lot. Fantastic 
downtown location close to parks, shopping, transportation 
routes. Offered for sale at $790,000.

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

Wishing everyone a very Happy Canada Day!

Contact me for a complimentary 
market analysis.

heather 
M A C K E N Z I E  
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T AT I V E  
Direct  416-476-5905

heathermackenzie@royallepage.ca

Waldo returning to 
Uxbridge next month
Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
 

He’s done it before, he’ll do it again. World-
renowned book character Waldo, of Where’s 
Waldo fame, is returning to Uxbridge in July to 
hide out at 25 different businesses in down-
town Uxbridge. And those who discover all the 
places Waldo is hiding can win rewards, a grand 
prize and other “cool stuff.” 
  Blue Heron Books is hosting Waldo when he 
comes to town, and has asked various Brock St. 
and area shops, including the Cosmos, to hide 
the bespectacled adventurer somewhere in their 
business.  
  “It's simple!” explains Blue Heron Books 
owner Shelley Macbeth. “Kids grab a passport 
from any of the participating merchants and 
visit as many of the stores as they choose, trying 
to find Waldo in each location. Once they have 
been to 10 stores and located the elusive fellow, 
they can visit Blue Heron Books for a cool re-
ward.” 
  Sharp-sighted seekers will also be able to find 
Waldo’s glasses hidden somewhere in the book-
store. 

...continued on page 6 
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for July, 2023  

Wednesday, July 5, 9:00 a.m. 
TRAILS COMMITTEE MEETING  

Friday, July 7, 8:30 a.m. 
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE MEETING  
Monday, July 10, 10:00 a.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING  
Monday, July 10, 7:30 p.m. 

HERITAGE COMMITTEE MEETING  
Wednesday, July 19, 7:00 p.m. 

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT  
Monday, July 24, 7:00 p.m. 
BIA BOARD MEETING  
Proclamations for July 

July 14 - International Non-Binary 
Peoples’ Day 

July 18 - Nelson Mandela International Day

From The Tax O�ce 

2023 Final Property Tax Bills for Residential, Managed Forest and 
Farmland properties 

FIRST Tax Installment is due on June 28, 2023. 
SECOND Tax Installment is due on September 27, 2023. 

2023 Final Property Tax bills for Commercial, Industrial and Multi-
Residential properties 

FIRST Tax Installment is due on July 17, 2023. 
SECOND Tax Installment is due on September 27, 2023. 

The Thomas Foster Memorial 
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 

www.thomasfostermemorial.com  
Fridays at the Foster 2023 Concert Series 

Every Friday night from 7:30 – 8:30pm from 
May to September.  

Admission is by donation at the door.  
June 30 – Melanie Hebert – Vocals 

July 14 - Mike Burns – Guitar 
July   7 - Justin Kerswill - Multi-

Instrumentalist 
July 21 - David Donar – Guitar 

July 28 - Laurelle Augustyn – Vocals/Guitar  
Check out the website for more information 
regarding meditation sessions, tours and to 

purchase a plaque.

Board & Committee Appointments 
 
Accessibility Advisory Committee  
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge invites applications from
members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of
Uxbridge who identify as a person with a disability and who wish to be
considered for the Accessibility Advisory Committee for a four-year
appointment (Term of Council, expiring November 2026).  
 
The purpose of the Accessibility Advisory Committee (AAC) is to work
with Council to create an accessible and barrier free community. They
review municipal building and infrastructure plans, policies, and
programs to ensure that they are accessible to all. The AAC is responsible
for advising Council about all matters related to accessibility. This
includes developing and implementing the Multi-year Accessibility Plan
and ensuring that the Township complies with the Accessibility for
Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA). The work of the AAC will be
guided by Council-approved Terms of Reference. 
 
The Committee meets Tuesdays from 3:30pm - 5:30pm, bi-monthly.  
 
Age Friendly Advisory Committee  
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge is now inviting applications
from members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township
of Uxbridge and wish to be considered for a four-year appointment
(Term of Council, expiring November 2026) to the Age Friendly
Advisory Committee.   
 
The purpose of the Age Friendly Advisory Committee is to advise
Council on the current state of age-friendliness of Uxbridge and
recommend ways to optimize opportunities for residents to age in place
and remain engaged in all aspects of civic and social life. 
 
Any persons interested in offering their services by accepting an
appointment to either of these Committees are invited to submit a letter
of interest along with a completed Volunteer - Committee Member
Application Form, available at the Clerk’s Department or on the
Township of Uxbridge website under Committees and Initiatives,
http://town.uxbridge.on.ca/committees_and_initiatives to the
undersigned. 
 
Completed applications must be submitted to the undersigned by email
to:  
Emily Elliott, Deputy Clerk/Uxbridge Accessibility Coordinator 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge ON L9P 1T1 
eelliott@uxbridge.ca     905-852-9181 x 209 
 
The Township of Uxbridge is committed to ensuring that our
community is fully accessible for residents and visitors alike. We do this
by following the regulations outlined in the Accessibility for Ontarians
with Disabilities Act (AODA), our Accessible Customer Service Policy
and by removing barriers so individuals can access programs and services
in our community.  
 
If this information is required in an accessible format, or if you require
assistance filling in, printing or signing the application form please email
accessibility@uxbridge.ca or contact the Deputy Clerk at (905) 852-
9181, extension 209.  
 
The Township of Uxbridge is an Equal Opportunity Employer that is
dedicated to an inclusive, barrier-free recruitment and selection process.
The Township is committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion within its
community and organization, and welcomes and encourages applications
from Indigenous Peoples, people of colour, women, persons who live
with disabilities, people from 2SLGBTQI+ communities, and people
from diverse communities. When requested, the Township of Uxbridge
will accommodate applicants throughout the recruitment and selection
and/or assessment process, pursuant to the Ontario Human Rights Code.
These commitments also apply to our Board and Committee recruitment
and selection processes. 
 
Personal information is collected in accordance with the Municipal
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details of all open positions are 

available at www.uxbridge.ca/careers/  
Community Services – Arena Attendant, 

Adult, contract 
Closes Friday, July 14, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.  
Public Works and Operations - Crossing 
Guards - Resumés accepted on an ongoing 

basis.

Bids & Tenders 
All current bid opportunities are posted to 

http://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders 
 

Q23-06 – Township Page – Closes July 7, 2023, at 12:00 p.m. 
 

All bids must be received by the Township by the deadline stated, 
either electronically via the Township’s website or in-person at the 

Township Office located at 51 Toronto St. South. Public tender bid 
results are posted at http://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders 



Goodwood facelift, from page 1 
 
Two pedestrian signals are 
planned for installation in 2024 
– one at Goodwood Rd. and 
Front St., and the other at Hwy. 
47 and Front St. 
 “These changes will make it safer 
for Goodwood residents to walk 
or bike to parks and school by 
calming traffic and making 
pedestrians a priority,” explains 
Mayor Dave Barton. “I am very 
excited about these positive 
changes and thank the Region for 
listening to our residents who 
have wanted these improvements 
for a long time.”  
  Vision Zero is an approach to 
road safety thinking that origi-
nated in Sweden in 1997. On its 
Vision Zero website, the Region 
explains that “no loss of life re-
sulting from a motor vehicle col-
lision is acceptable. The road 
system needs to keep us moving, 
and must also be designed to pro-
tect us at every turn by prevent-
ing collisions from occurring and 
designing the road network to 
minimize the consequences of 

collisions that do occur.”   
  With Vision Zero, safety is 
meant to be a priority over factors 
such as cost, speed, delay, level of 
service, and convenience, factors 
upon which decisions were tradi-
tionally made. 
  In its release, the township 

noted that project implementa-
tion timelines are estimates and 
are tentative. 
  For more details on the Region 
of Durham’s Vision Zero initia-
tive, visit durham.ca/en/living-
here/vision-zero.aspx 
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com



Bev Northeast’s thoughtful take-
down of our mania for fireworks 
(‘Letters,’ June 22 edition) is “bang-
on.” Yes, fireworks are spectacular, 
the WOW factor undeniable. But 
credible research has exposed hid-
den threats posed by so many of our 
once-welcomed enjoyments: sugar, 
fat, salt, alcohol, nicotine, screen 
time, driving, even tourism - just a 
few of the entries on an ever-length-
ening rap sheet of now “criminal” 
pleasures. It’s too easy to omit fire-
works from the danger list, too easy 
to convince ourselves that safety 
concerns are over the top, that fire-
works are just harmless family fun.  
We have become much too skilled 
at ignoring, or cleverly discounting 
warnings of harmful consequences.  
Fireworks, undeniably, come with 
explosively cruel drawbacks. 
  As Bev Northeast accurately re-
ports, animals, be they family pets, 
farm livestock, or wild creatures, 
suffer terribly, sometimes even 
dying during fireworks events, just 
one of the awful results of celebrat-
ing with deafening, polluting, haz-
ardous explosives. Fatigued, as most 
of us are, with pleasure-killing wor-
ries and warnings, we must always 
heed concerns about harms we 
cause, visible harms certainly, but 
also harms that aren’t so immedi-
ately obvious, especially wrong-
minded, head-in-the-sand attitudes 
that we bequeath to our children. 
  A growing number of enlightened 

governments, worldwide, are sup-
portive of calls to “BAN THE 
BANG.” It’s time our Uxbridge po-
litical caretakers joined the ranks of 
forward thinkers. There are many 
ways to celebrate harmlessly, and yet 
with style.  
  On Victoria Day, I was encour-
aged to note, at least in my area of 
Uxbridge, a decline in fireworks ac-
tivity. I hope that wasn’t just a blip, 
but rather a happy triumph of good 
sense, hopefully to be repeated on 
Canada Day.  
  Going forward, let’s douse the fire-
works in Uxbridge. Let’s lead the 
way towards guilt-free celebrating 
by trying something new, some-
thing spectacular by all means, but 
minus any harmful side effects. 

John Tomlinson 
Uxbridge 

 
Dear Mayor and Council:  Now 
that the path from Joseph Street 
into Elgin Park is completed, the 
area sodded, and the construction 
fence down, I wish to congratulate 
and thank council for adding this 
improvement to the park. The addi-
tion of the path makes the park 
more accessible for everyone, but 
particularly people with mobility 
challenges. 
  The COVID-19 pandemic had at 
least one beneficial impact: it in-
creased our awareness of the impor-
tance of outdoor opportunities for 
physical exercise, especially for older 

adults. More and better walking 
paths, greater accessibility of public 
spaces and less dependency on cars 
contribute to active aging and a 
healthier environment. 
  Recent decisions by council: 
paving the walking paths and keep-
ing them clear of ice and snow,  
winterizing the washrooms, in-
stalling exercise stations and now, 
constructing a paved pedestrian 
pathway into the park, reflect the 
value our community places on 
Elgin Park as a recreational and so-
cial amenity.   
  See you in the park! 

David Richardson 
Uxbridge 

 
Again, Conrad Boyce has come for-
ward with a fabulous promotion of 
the Thomas Foster Memorial, with 
his center section of last week's Cos-
mos highlighting the beautiful, 
unique, one-of-a-kind Thomas Fos-
ter Memorial. 
  We also must thank the Cosmos for 
the many articles that Conrad does 
in regards to bringing the best of 
Uxbridge to the public, and educat-
ing all of us on what a wonderful 
community we live, work and play 
in. 
  Thank you both for your hard 
work. 

Bev Northeast 
Secretary/Treasurer of  

the Foster Memorial 
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Letters to the Editor

This week, ‘Our two cents’ comes from the desk of Lisha Van Nieuwenhove, pub-
lisher of the Uxbridge Cosmos. 
 
I’m writing this at 7:30 p.m. on June 27. Ten years ago at this time, I was 
sitting with Cosmos founder Conrad Boyce, watching and learning as to-
gether we put together what would be my first newspaper as owner and 
publisher. It was a monster of a paper - 24 pages celebrating Canada Day. 
We sent it to press, and on June 27, 2013, I gazed at my name in the mast-
head. Lisha Van Nieuwenhove, editor and publisher. Needless to say, I was 
quite proud of myself. Exhausted and overwhelmed, but proud. 
  Fast forward 10 years. And fast it has been. I took over a small town, hy-
perlocal newspaper with nothing more than a talent for writing, a solid 
knowledge of the world of journalism, zero knowledge of the world of 
business, and a whole lot of faith. The learning curve was vertical, and my 
skin was thin. I spent many Tuesday evenings putting the paper together 
wondering if a turn of phrase was correct, if an ad was in the best spot, and  
was I doing what other editors and journalists were doing? I paced a lot, I 
cried a lot, I made a lot of mistakes. 
  But I’ve learned. I’ve learned that I, and those with whom I work, cannot 
please all the people all the time. That what I sell and produce is not only 
worthy, it’s necessary. Most importantly, I’ve learned that the town in 
which I grew up is more than just my hometown, it’s my friends’, my fam-
ily’s, my colleagues’, my fellow Zehrs shoppers’ hometown. And I need to 
make the Cosmos the best newspaper I’m able for all of us. Fifty weeks a 
year, I strive to ensure that the entire township gets as much news and in-
formation as I can economically fit into a newspaper. Some people think 
the Cosmos is an “uninspired rag” and that’s fine. Others say they love it, 
and that’s better than terrific. And I won’t lie, a few awards are a nice perk.   
  I fervently believe in serving Uxbridge the best way I know how. I adore 
this town, and I hope it will join me and the Cosmos for another incredible 
10 years. Uxbridge - our universe.

Our two cents
A decade of blood, sweat, tears and ink

Publisher/Editor: Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905-852-1900 
Advertising/Sales: 905-852-1900 
 
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6 
E-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca    Web site: Thecosmos.ca 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.   
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of 
The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a 
name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. 
The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos 
reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in adver-
tisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, 
and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

9,600 copies of the 
Cosmos are published 
each Thursday in the 
Township of Uxbridge 
and delivered by 
Canada Post.
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On our recent tour of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, we saw lots of amazing places, and 
learned about historic milestones achieved 
along these shores. But as the days rolled by, 
our tour manager also told us many stories of 
deep tragedy. I imagined a modern New-
foundland mother (let’s call her Amber) re-
counting some of those same stories to her 
teenaged daughter… 
   “Hey, mudder,” says Annie, as she stands at 
the counter chopping carrots for the stew. 
“Terry was asking me at school today how 
many aunts and uncles I have. I’ve got nine 
aunts and six uncles, that’s true?” 
  “No, you’re missin’ a couple, Anne girl,” says 
Amber. “Don’t you remember Uncle Charlie 
and Uncle Jack? They came to see you a few 
years back for the come home.” 
  “I forgot. Why don’t they live here, with the 
rest of the family?” 
  “They had to go west for work, Annie. They 
was fishermen like their dad, but 30 years 
ago, the government suddenly said they 
couldn’t go after the cod no more. Five hun-
dred years we been on these banks, but when 
the big trawlers came, the fish couldn’t keep 
up. They said the moratorium would last only 
a couple of years, but it’s still goin’ on.” 
  “The fishin’ stopped, just like that?” 
  “Yeah, 40,000 of us out of work overnight. 
Your gran said she was scared for the boys, 
they’d never known nothing else. But they 
survived. We always do, I guess.” 
  “What do you mean?” asks Annie. 
  “I mean we keep losin’, but we always 
bounce back. You’ve heard tell of a place 
called Forgotten Cove?”  
  “Sure, Dad took me there in the boat. Pretty 
place, with the island in the middle.” 
  “Pretty it surely is, girl. Well, Gran lived 
there till she was your age. So did that branch 
of the family for almost two centuries. It was 
never a big place, couple hundred folk at the 
most, but it was a beautiful home.” 
  “But nobody lives there now.” 
  “No, girl. They called it the Great Resettle-
ment. The government didn’t want to pay for 
teachers, or doctors, or electricity or roads in 
all these wee places, so they just told people 
to move into bigger ones. Gave ‘em money to 
do it. Some as stayed put, but not many. 
More than 400 outports disappeared off the 
map. It was heartbreaking.” 
  “Wow, that’s hard,” breathes Annie. “I didn’t 

know.” 
  “We seen worse, girl. You studied World 
War One, right? Your history teacher tell ya 
what happened July 1, 1916?” 
   “A lot of Newfoundlanders got killed in a 
battle in France.” 
   “The place is called Beaumont-Hamel, and 
there’s a big statue over there with a caribou 
on it, to pay honour to all those boys. We 
were our own country those days, and no 
country in that war lost a bigger piece of their 
pride and joy than we did. More than 1,200 
men died, and even more than that hurt so 
bad they could never work again. So many 
families just destroyed.” 
  “I can’t imagine,” Annie whispers. 
  “Your great-great-gran, she had twin boys, 
also named Charlie and Jack. They turned 22 
the day they signed up. They’d never been 
more than 20 miles from Forgotten Cove, 
and now they were going on some grand ad-
venture across the ocean. They crowed about 
how they’d be home for Christmas. But they 
never come home at all. At all. Their ghosts 
walk the shore in Forgotten Cove, you can be 
sure of that.”  
  Annie is silent.  
  “We live in Heart’s Desire,” says Amber, 
“but when you think of all we’ve been 
through, maybe it should be called Heart’s 
Dismay. But at least we’re still here. You heard  
of the Beothuk?” 
  “They were the Indigenous people here on 
the island, right?” 
  “True. There were others before them, but 
they lived here for 300 years. They did just 
fine as long as the fishermen just visited, but 
as soon as we decided to put down roots, they 
retreated from the coast. There was never a 
lot to start with, and soon they started dying 
off, starving or getting the pox or just wasting 
away from being forced from their homes.” 
  “Like the people from Forgotten Cove.” 
  “The last full-blood Beothuk was a young 
woman who died of TB in 1829, almost two 
hundred years ago. They couldn’t bounce 
back, like we always seem to.” 
  “A lot of sad stories, Mom.” 
  “True, Annie.” 
   “Then why are we so… cheerful? Gran says 
nobody cracks jokes more than we do.” 
   “She’s right.” Amber gives her daughter a 
hug. “I suppose if we didn’t laugh, you know, 
we’d just be cryin’ all the time.”

He almost could not speak, the response 
around him seemed overwhelming. But he fi-
nally raised his hands in gentle protest to the 
standing ovation and when the applauding 
stopped he offered these words: 
  “Today, I rise for the last time in this cham-
ber,” MP Erin O’Toole said in the House of 
Commons on June 12. “It’s been the honour 
of a lifetime to serve Durham in Parliament.” 
  I have never been a card-carrying member of 
any political party. Despite what some may 
infer from my columns, I do not publicly es-
pouse one political philosophy, party or indi-
vidual over another. I spend as much of my 
time as possible reading, watching, listening 
to sources that present as wide an array of 
news and information as I can find. That’s 
why I paid close attention to Erin O’Toole, 
the former leader of the Conservative party of 
Canada, when he offered his final observa-
tions and comments in the House of Com-
mons this month. It was not a quiet 
good-bye. 
  “Performance politics is fueling polariza-
tion,” he told fellow party members and op-
ponents alike. “Virtue-signalling is replacing 
discussion and far too often we’re just using 
this chamber to generate clips, not to start na-
tional debates.” 
  Erin O’Toole indicated several months ago 
that he’d decided to retire from federal poli-
tics after 11 years as MP, including service as 
Minister of Veterans Affairs in the Stephen 
Harper cabinet, and from 2020 to 2022 as 
leader of the Conservative Party of Canada. 
(Disclosure: Erin O’Toole and I frequently 
shared public forums over the past decade, 
campaigning for the rights of veterans and 
raising public awareness for servicemen and 
women and first responders who’ve suffered 
psychological stress wounds.) In many ways, 
the military and political veteran delivered his 
best shots in parting. He praised his family, 
his military comrades, his political allies for 
their support and confidence. But he worried 
about the elephant in the room. 
  “Instead of leading, instead of debating our 
national purpose in this chamber, too many 
of us are chasing algorithms down a sinkhole 
of diversion and division,” O’Toole said.  
  Interesting timing and insight on his part. 
Not just in Canada but globally, social media  
have made fortunes by snippet-gathering, re-
gurgitating and digitizing product to grab our 
attention, in place of traditional means of in-

formation delivery – radio, television, news-
papers, magazines, film documentaries and 
books. In other words, social media platforms 
have become content “aggregators.” They 
then judge success based on the number of 
“friend” requests they generate, not for the 
thoroughness, balance or accuracy of their 
content. In his Commons speech, Erin 
O’Toole alluded to the current reality. 
  “We are becoming elected officials who 
judge our self-worth by how many ‘likes’ we 
get on social media, but not how many lives 
we change in the real world,” he said. 
  Everywhere one looks, the consumption of 
traditional sources of news-gathering, report-
ing, editing and delivery has shifted to social 
media. Latest research suggests that almost 
half of Americans (and likely Canadians) use 
social media as a primary news source, partic-
ularly among the young. What young social 
media users (and far too many adults) don’t 
consider is that most social media platforms 
allow individuals without professional jour-
nalistic backgrounds (but more likely with 
agendas) to gather and distribute mostly sub-
jective views as factual news. 
  Of late, some mainstream media news out-
lets (in Australia, Europe and Canada) have 
fought back over the use and abuse of their 
content, challenging social media giants 
where they hurt most – their pocketbooks – 
to pay for the news they download from (fi-
nancially struggling) radio, TV, and newspa-
per websites for free. Just before the House of 
Commons rose for the summer, however, 
Canadian Parliamentarians passed Bill C-18 
requiring tech companies to pay for news 
content (originating in Canada) that they 
share for free on their platforms. In response, 
Meta, Facebook’s and Instagram’s parent cor-
poration, has threatened to block news shar-
ing of its content (including news publishers 
and broadcasters) to Canadian users.  
  Is this enough to chase fake news from the 
internet and promote informed thought 
among Canadians? In his farewell address, 
MP Erin O’Toole offered this sobering view 
of a future dominated by social media’s view 
of the world. 
  “If we’re not careful,” he warned, “there soon 
will be a generation of voters that has never 
even heard a point-of-view different from 
their own.” 

For more Barris Beat columns,  
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat 
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Friending versus finding truth

Wandering the Cosmos 

column by Conrad Boyce

Heart’s Dismay



Where will Waldo be, from page 1   
 

This isn’t Waldo’s first visit to 
Uxbridge. Macbeth and her store 
have been a part of Candlewick 
Press’s “Find Waldo Local” campaign 
for several years, with, according to 
Macbeth “wonderful results!” 

  August 2 marks the end of the cam-
paign, and to celebrate, Blue Heron 
Books will host a party at 2 p.m., 
complete with refreshments, and a 
grand prize draw. Everyone is wel-
come to join, and Macbeth “strongly 
encourages” all who attend to come 
dressed as Waldo or Wenda and be 
prepared for some fun and games. 
 The 25 merchants hiding Waldo this 
year are: The Passionate Cook's Es-
sentials; The Lemonade Stand; Mani 
Tea; the Cosmos; Rutledge Jewellers; 
Woods Clothing Store; Tin Restau-
rant; Jurgen's Deli; Sugar FX; 
Threads Boutique; Keith's Flowers; 
Horn Dawgs BBQ Uxbridge; Pres-
ents, Presents, Presents; Boba Boy 
Uxbridge; Low's Furniture; Preston 
Gallery; Uxbridge Shoes; Uxbridge 
Public Library; Jillian's Clothing; 
Holistic Salt Therapy & Cave; Cycle 
Solutions; Uxbridge Cell Phone Plus; 
fig kitchen & market; and The 
Bridge Social.
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~In Memoriam~ 
Dave Evans  

 

It’s one year ago (June 28, 2022) that 
you left us to go to be with Jesus, to 
live in your new home in heaven. 
 
Our fun-loving, kind, generous  
provider and protector. We miss you so 
much, Poppa Dave, Dad, husband (Davey Joe), 
brother, cousin (known to some as Alfred) and friend to so many 
over the years. 
 
We miss you beyond words. You always had a good sense of 
humour and made us laugh just when we needed a laugh. 
 

We love you and you will always be in our 
hearts. Looking forward to seeing you 

again in heaven. 
 
Love Shirley, Leanne, Dan, John, 
Susanne, and Poppa’s Sadie, Duncan, 
Benjamine and Lily. 

 CLARIFICATION 
 

The story “Frightening event planned 
for Uxbridge” (p. 1, June 22 edition), 
stated that Karen Mortfield and Eric 
Hagman created Tall Trees Events 12 
years ago. In fact, the duo has been cre-
ating Halloween-related events for 12 
years; Tall Trees Events was created 
more recently.  
  Also, the Halloween street festival or-
ganized by Mortfield and Hagman in 
Stouffville last year was organized on 
behalf of the Stouffville Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Uxbridge Cosmos editor and pub-
lisher, Lisha Van Nieuwenhove, won 
two prestigious awards at the annual 
conference of the International Soci-
ety of Weekly Newspaper Editors, 
held in Reno, Nevada, last weekend. 
  Van Nieuwenhove won a Golden 
Dozen Award for her ‘Blonde Mo-
ment’ column entitled “Share the 
Freakin’ Road’, originally published 
on Oct. 6, 2022. The Golden Dozen  
Award for outstanding editorial writ-
ing is awarded annually to 12 individ-
uals from around the world, and Van 
Nieuwenhove’s column was chosen 
from among 62 entries.  
  She was also awarded the Hazel 
Brannon Smith Scholarship. Bran-
non Smith was the first American 
woman awarded the Pulitzer Prize for 
editorial writing.

Cosmos editor wins 
international awards



SERVICES 
COUNSELLOR IN TRAINING PROGRAM AT 
HARROGATE HILLS RIDING SCHOOL. A great 
summer opportunity to build leadership skills. 
While learning about horses, CITs will be build-
ing skills in effective communication, team 
work, self-awareness, problem solving, and re-
sponsibility. We will be covering topics like 
equine health, nutrition, and stable manage-
ment. Please contact us at info@harrogate-
hills.com   7/13 
HAPPY YARDS is here to assist with your 

summer garden & yard projects! We specialize 
in trimming, pruning, weeding, garden design 
& chainsaw services. Now booking for July. Call 
Sean for a free consultation (416) 804-0639.    
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll 
love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls 
Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact 
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  6/29 
ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly Lawn 
Slide Services. Offering landscaping, 
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light excavation 
work, snow plowing. NOW HIRING. Email  

noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  Instagram: 
action_outdoor_services, 647-523-6730.    
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING 
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted Heather 
Stewart for 19 years for her reliability and 
detailed professionalism. Property Services / 
Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! 
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on 
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525, 
email  hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us 
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge 6/29  
DECKS & FENCING Does your deck or fence 
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We 
specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too 
small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’ 
experience, 2 year written warranty, free esti-
mates. For all your outside upgrades & proj-
ects, contact RBC Decks. Ron, 437-777-1281.  

8/24 

WANTED 
ANN’S GARDENS is looking for locations near 
Uxbridge and Stouffville to dump scrap plant 
based materials. AnnsGardens@Outlook.com 
647-269-4363. Ann’s Gardens, We get down to 
the roots!   7/13 

EVENTS 

LEASKDALE LOOP Saturday, July 1, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. ‘Strawberry Field Day’. Pick your own 
strawberries, make strawberry ice cream, 
strawberry themed products and lots more for 
the whole family. leaskdale loop.ca

7

Neutered male 
Microchipped 

Blond, short tail  
40 pounds 

Breed-Wheaten Terrier 
If seen please call 

905-666-4676 

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit 
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest 

electrical contracting ltd 
 

Paul Fraser 
Cell 416.527.0878 
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com 

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING 
Septic & Holding Tanks 

 

905-852-2486 
416-476-7170 

 

Serving Port Perry, 
Uxbridge &  

surrounding  areas 
 

MOE licensed

“He shall have domin-
ion also from sea to 
sea.”          Psalm 72:8

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

 3 Brock Street West 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CANADA!  
LAST MINUTE BBQ?  WE’RE YOUR LAST MINUTE SHOP!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR  
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS! 

www.themeatmerchant.ca

416-526-3469
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OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Spring Booking Now   

Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, post rebuild, 
mold, kitchen, bath, basements, 

roofing, demolition, drywall, painting, 
brick gates, ceramics, flooring.  

Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 24/7

DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 

647.220.6093 
darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Online Auctions 
Port Perry Metal Shop 

June 29 - July 6, 
7 p.m. soft close  

Tools/Equipment/Supplies 
  

Ajax Estate 
July 6 - 13, 7 p.m. soft close 

Comics/Tools/General 
Household   

Consign to Gillanders today

NEED TO REACH 
MILLENNIALS?

Adults 18+ Millennials Boomers 

87% 
90% 

82% 

New survey results show that nine out of ten Millennials 
read newspapers weekly in print or digital formats.

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

Results are sourced from a November 2020 national online research
survey managed by Totum Research. Interviews were conducted
with 855 English and French Canadians in every province,
and results were weighted to be nationally representative.
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