
HARBINGERS OF SPRING -  A garden on Reach St. features crocuses and daffodils that are deter-
mined to bloom, despite the snow, sleet and rain that the end of March has delivered. Happy Easter!      

    Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
 

Even though it’s still two years away, talk out 
of Toronto is swirling around the FIFA World 
Cup, which is set to partially take place in the 
Six in June 2026. Talk is about to swirl in 
Uxbridge, too, as FIFA organizers have revealed 
that the Fields of Uxbridge will be a practice 
field for the visiting teams. 
  “We’re thrilled to announce that Uxbridge, 
with its amazing football pitch at the Fields of 
Uxbridge, will be a perfect spot for us to bring 
at least 10 or 12 of the teams up here to prac-
tice,” said FIFA practice pitch organizer Goh 
Lee during an exclusive interview with the 
Uxbridge Cosmos. 
  (Note: ‘football’ here references soccer, for 
Canadian and American fans of the beautiful 
game.) 
  The City of Toronto will host six matches in 
the FIFA World Cup 26, kicking off on June 

12, 2026, with the first-ever men’s FIFA World 
Cup match on Canadian soil and featuring 
Canada’s Men’s National Team. Toronto is also 
hosting a round of 32 matches on July 2, 2026. 
The entire Toronto schedule is as follows: 
•  June 12, 2026, Group Stage, Canadian Men’s 
National Team opener 
•  June 17, Group Stage 
•  June 20, Group Stage 
•  June 23, Group Stage 
•  June 26, Group Stage 
•  July 2, 2026, Round of 32 
  Lee said that he wants exclusive use of the 
Fields of Uxbridge, which are located just north 
of town on Reg. Rd. 8 (Main St. N.), from 
June 1, 2026, through to July 15, 2026. The 
extra time is needed, he said, to facilitate set-
up and take down of the infrastructure required 
for the practices to take place. 
  “We’re going to need a lot of bleachers set up, 
because fans are going to want to watch their 

teams and their players practice. We’re going to 
have to talk to a few farmers who have fields 
nearby, see if we can use their fields for parking. 
We’re going to need a lot of food trucks on site, 
because those fans are going to want to eat a 
lot. We’re going to need executive transportable 
toilets, and all those trucks will need electricity, 
and we might need extra lighting, so there’ll be 
generators and such….” 
  Lee said that initial costs for installing the in-
frastructure noted above could run around 
$15-$20 million, but noted that, like in 
Toronto, which is currently looking at a $380 
million price tag for hosting the six matches, 
the costs could still climb. It is unclear right 
now what costs the Township of Uxbridge may 
have to bear. Lee’s aide, Wynn Gerr, told the 
Cosmos that the price tag the township would 
have to pay was nothing compared to the ben-
efits of having the practice pitches here. 

...continued on page 3   
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Councillor Zed Pickering found himself all 
alone on Monday when he introduced a mo-
tion to support the Township of Brock in its 
call for additional provincial funding for libraries. 
  Brock passed a resolution asking for additional 
funding and sought support from other munic-
ipalities. Pickering's motion called for that 
show of support and also for the Township of 
Uxbridge to write its own letter to the province 
requesting additional funding. 
  However, Mayor Dave Barton pointed out 
that with a new hospital and long-term care fa-
cility on the horizon, along with a new urban 
provincial park and the need for development 
land, it was better for the township to go after 
funding for those major projects rather than 
the library. 

  ...continued on page 3 

Councillor loses vote 
on library funding

Contact me for a complimentary 
market analysis.

heather 
M A C K E N Z I E  
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T AT I V E  
Direct  416-476-5905

heathermackenzie@royallepage.ca



Thursday, March 28, 20242The Uxbridge Cosmos

Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committees 

Complete details of all open positions are available at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers 

 
Community Services - Uxpool Swimming Instructors / Lifeguards 

- Summer 
Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:00 p.m 

Community Services - Arena Attendant Assistant, summer student 
(15+), part-time, contract 

Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 
Clerks Department - Clerks Jr. Assistant, contract 

Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. 
Community Services - Assistant Summer Camp Counsellor  

(Age 15+), contract 
Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 

Community Services - Summer Camp Counsellor  
(Age 16+), contract 

Closes March 29, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 
Uxbridge Historical Centre - Museum Assistant, contract 

Closes April 5, 2024  
Uxbridge Historical Centre - Collections Assistant, contract 

Closes April 5, 2024 
Uxbridge Public Library – Summer Program Coordinator, 

summer student 
Closes April 12, 2024 

Community Services - Assistant Tourism Development 
Coordinator, contract 
Closes April 19, 2024 

Uxbridge Historical Centre - Museum Educators, contract 
Closes April 19, 2024 

Uxbridge Historical Centre - Museum Preparator, contract 
Closes April 19, 2024 

Lucy Maud Montgomery Society Of Ontario – Project Assistant, 
summer student 

Closes April 19, 2024 
Public Works and Operations – Operations and Capital Project 

Manager 
Closes April 24, 2024

Employment Opportunities

Meeting Schedule for April, 2024 
 
Monday, April 1  
NO MEETING – EASTER MONDAY  
Wednesday, April 3  
TRAILS COMMITTEE @ 9:00 a.m.  
Friday, April 5  
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE @ 8:30 a.m.  
Monday, April 8  
COUNCIL @ 10:00 A.M. 
MUSEUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
@ 6:30 p.m. 
HERITAGE COMMITTEE @ 7:30 p.m   
Thursday, April 11  
TOURISM ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
@ 10:00 a.m.  
Monday, April 15  
GENERAL PURPOSE AND 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE  
@ 10:00 a.m. 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
SUSTAINABILITY COMM. @ 7:00 p.m.  
Wednesday, April 17  
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT  
@ 7:00 p.m.  
Thursday, April 18  
LIBRARY BOARD @ 7:00 p.m.  
Monday, April 22  
COUNCIL @ 10:00 a.m.  
Thursday, April 25  
BIA BOARD @ 7:00 p.m.  
Monday, April 29  
DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION @ 
3:00 p.m.  
Proclamations for April 
• April 1 Royal Canadian Air Force 
  100th Anniversary 
• April 2 Autism Awareness Day  
• April 6 National Tartan Day 
• April 10 International Day of Pink 
• April 14-20 International Volunteer Week 

All current bid opportunities are posted to  
https://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders/ 

U24-11 - Double Surface Treatment and Slurry Seal 
Closes March 28 at 2:00 p.m. (EST)  

All bids must be received by the Township by the deadline stated, 
either electronically via the Township’s website or in-person at the 
Township Office located at 51 Toronto St. South. Public tender bid 
results are posted at https://www.uxbridge.ca/bids_and_tenders/ 

Bids & Tenders

Second Property Tax Installment is due April 26, 2024.   
Monthly or Installment Pre-Authorized Payment Plan  
Deadline to Enroll for the 2024 Final property taxes is  

April 30, 2024.   
To find out if you are eligible to enroll, visit our website 

www.uxbridge.ca/en/living-here/property-taxes.aspx or call the tax 
office at 905-852-9181 for more information.    

Change of Address 
If you need to change or update your mailing address, please notify 

our office in writing or by emailing tax@uxbridge.ca

From the Tax O�ce



Library funding, from page 1 
 

"I'm happy to continue funding the 
library as we always have done," Bar-
ton said. 
  A couple of councillors appear to be 
sympathetic to Pickering's motion, 
but regional councillor Bruce Gar-
rod, siding with Barton, noted the 
advice former Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney gave to his daughter, Car-
oline Mulroney: "Don't waste your 
political capital on the small things." 

  Garrod then called for a recorded 
vote. When the vote was taken, Pick-
ering was the lone supporter of the 
motion. Even Councillor Todd 
Snooks, who originally seconded the 
motion, voted against it.
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FIFA fun, from page 1 
 

Gerr also said that, in the event of in-
clement weather, organizers may 
want to reserve the Uxbridge Arena 
for use as an indoor practice space. 
  “Nice high roofs, two pads – they’re 
a lot smaller than a football pitch, 
but we’re doing exercises, practicing. 
They’re not full-on games, here.” 
  Both Lee and Gerr noted that play-
ers visiting the Fields of 
Uxbridge might enjoy 
using both the skate 
park and the 
pump park to 
wind down a 
little during 
lead up to the 
o f f i c i a l 
matches. They 
also noted that, 
due to the expected 
popularity of the practice 
sessions, several roads in the area 
adjacent to the Fields of Uxbridge 
may need to be closed for the duration 
of the Fields’ use.     
  According to the official FIFA web-
site, “FIFA World Cup 26 is ex-
pected to generate significant 
economic, cultural and community 
benefits for Toronto by creating 
thousands of jobs, welcoming visitors 
from across the globe and generating 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
local gross domestic product.” Some 
of that money will now be flowing 
into Uxbridge.  
Lee explained how the Fields of 
Uxbridge were chosen to be a practice 
spot for the world-famous tournament. 
  “My scouts were in Toronto last 

summer sometime, at the same time 
as the folks who were telling Toronto 
what it would have to do to have the 
games there – you know, like cover 
up construction sites and make 
things look really nice around BMO 
Fields, and my scouts were driving 
around looking for places where the 
teams could practice. They didn’t like 
anything too close to the city, ‘cuz 

they don’t want pollution or any-
thing, and they just Googled ‘soccer 
fields’ and Uxbridge came up. So 
they took a little drive, and loved 
what they saw.” 
  Thique Header, one of the scouts, 
reportedly said that he had never 
seen natural grass look so pristine, al-
most identical to artificial turf. He 
and his scouting partner, Senta Field, 
immediately put a request in for 
higher up organizers to come and see 
the Fields and recommend that they 
be put on the roster as a practice 
pitch location. Header did note, 
however, that the natural turf would 
have to come up, as world cup 

matches are played on artificial turf, 
and that’s what the athletes are used 
to. Field said that funds will be allo-
cated to have the natural grass re-
placed once the games leave town. 
  Practice pitches are often as much a 
highlight of the games as the official 
matches. Fans flock to watch the pros 
work on technique and game plans, 
and often try to get as close as they 
can to their football heroes. 

  Pen Altyarea is football enthu-
siast from England who 

follows the FIFA 
World Cup 

around the globe 
(the prestigious 
tournament is 
held every four 
years) but only 

goes to see the 
practices, as she 

says she can’t afford 
actual match tickets. 

  “It’s ridiculous, yeah, the prices 
y’ave to pay to see the gents play in 
the World Cup. I mean, I want so 
bad to see them play, I want to be 
there, yeah, but it’s just, I mean, I 
work at Marks and Sparks, yeah, I 
can’t afford to go to the matches. So 
I watch the gents play at practice. It’s 
smashing, that. You see the real peo-
ple then, their raw talent.” 
  Altyarea is already looking to book 
someplace to stay in Uxbridge for 
June 2026.  
  Practice pitch organizer Lee said 
that FIFA may also look for a spot in 
downtown Uxbridge to sell FIFA-re-
lated merchandise and souvenirs, so 
he’s already looking into using the 
Masonic Lodge on Spruce St. 

  “We know that some railway here 
in town had the (Masonic) Lodge 
and used it to set up and sell some 
train stuff, and Thomas the Tank En-
gine, stuff like that, so it’s obviously 
a good space to do that. Might be 
just the thing for us,” said Lee. 
  Sixteen cities throughout Canada, 
the United States and Mexico are 
hosting the FIFA World Cup in 
2026, are 48 teams are expected to play.  
  The FIFA World Cup 26 final is 
scheduled for Sunday, July 19, 2026, 
in New Jersey, New York. A final 
agenda for the practices at the Fields 
of Uxbridge should be available by 
Monday, April 1, 2024, in time for 
April Fool’s Day.  
 
 
 

Roger Varley 
 

Museum curator and tourism coor-
dinator Katlyn Jones joined forces 
with Amanda Ferraro, director of 
community services, to offer a report 
to council on Monday, seeking ap-
proval to apply for a grant to develop 
a town square. 

  The report said that while perma-
nent downtown revitalization rede-
velopment will take time, a successful 
grant application would allow the 
development of a Town Square in the 
parkette and parking lot next to the 
Coffee Time location. Such a square 
would allow for festivals and events 
to take place and offer "a much-

needed area for families and children 
to meet and play, particularly those 
who live in apartments above the 
downtown commercial buildings."  
  Council supported the report's rec-
ommendation that the township 
apply for a $250,000 grant from the 
provincial "My Main Street Com-
munity Activator" program.

Town square might be a grant closer to reality



Re: “Don’t count your chickens,” 
March 21 edition 
 
Gone are the days of Uxbridge 
mayors Bob Shepherd or Gerri-
Lynn O’Connor, the lonely one 
by-law officer in town, and good 
common sense-thinking council-
lors who worked for the Uxbridge 
people.   
  Now we have an army of by-law 
officials that sit in their office and 
think of ever more and new prob-
lems to create to look busy and 
then go out, trying to fix them.  
The best example is the chicken 
permit we read about.   
  In the rest of the world, chickens 
are birds like any others that walk 
around and give us eggs. In many 
places they run totally free all over 
towns, protected by law from hu-
mans who may kill them for food.     
  In Uxbridge, chickens are a dan-
ger to the public and need a per-
mit. Of course, when the Asian flu 
sees that permit, it will not attack 
these chickens. Even rodents and 
other wildlife will have respect and 
by-pass them, seeing a chicken per-
mit.  
  Of course, vaccinating all chick-
ens or making them wear a mask 
may also help.  Otherwise they 
might die much faster like some of 
our friends did after their vaccina-
tion.  
  Personally, I think the greatest 
danger to our town at the moment 
is our mayor, town councillors and 
so called by-law officers. They have 
proven that in the last few years by 
wasting tax payers’ money and cre-
ating the traffic sign forest at many 

places, making driving more dan-
gerous, especially on Centre Rd.  
One sign on entering town would 
have been totally sufficient, with a 
speed limit in town of 40km/h.   
  Our town designation of Trail 
Capital of Canada was also killed 
off by the mayor and councillors.  
Hundreds of people every week, 
from all over the GTA, came to 
Uxbridge for a hike, and after-
wards went for a meal in one of 
our restaurants, spending money 
in other stores.   
  All that was stopped by our town 
officials and mayor when they 
started to charge parking fees at 
the trail heads. For a few years 
now, the small parking places are 
totally empty. No more groups of 
hikers every day from as far away 
as Kitchener or Hamilton. Of 
course, by-law officers check the li-
cence plates to lay charges if they 
ever spot a car parked.  
  There is nothing nicer and more 
soothing than the crow of a rooster 
in the morning or the healing 
sound of church bells. Sadly our 
children may never hear that any-
more.    
  Soon we may hear about West 
Nile mosquitos again or virus X.  
Last year we erected a chain link 
fence to keep them out. 

Luise Mueller 
Uxbridge 

 
Re: Intersection at Conc. 6 and 
Sandford Rd. 
 
About a month and a half ago,  I 
came from town on the 6th (Con-
cession), as I often do, and there 

was an accident at the corner of 
the 6th and Sandford Rd. One car 
was deep in  the north west ditch 
while another was parked on the 
6th going north. There were two 
police cars on the scene.  
  Exactly one week later, another 
accident happened at that corner, 
this time resulting in the death of a 
woman and the serious injury of 
five other people. I see that now 
someone has placed a memorial in 
the corner of Ball's field, but there 
has not been any information 
about who was involved (other 
than the death) or their status.  
  This past Thursday, another acci-
dent happened at the same corner. 
Since two tow trucks were needed, 
it would seem that both vehicles 
were either in ditches or badly 
damaged. Whether there were in-
juries we don't know, but there 
was at least a good shaking up no 
doubt! 
  Why this is happening I don't 
understand. There is good signage 
and the corner is wide open in all 
directions, no trees or shrubs in 
the way. It would seem that, before 
more -  or more serious - accidents 
occur, something need to be done;  
perhaps a flashing light as there is 
at the corner of Sandford and the 
7th (Concession), but this one 
would be on the 6th coming from 
the south. Now would be a good 
time to install, before the summer 
traffic really gets bad, as it does on 
Sandford Rd.  

Pat Asling 
Sandford 
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Letters to the Editor

April Fool’s Day has likely been around since the Middle Ages, when there 
was a feast day known as the Feast of Fools. Some speculate that setting 
aside a day to play harmless jokes on one’s friends and neighbours actually 
began earlier than the Middle Ages, in ancient Rome, with a festival called 
Hilaria. April Fool’s pranks and hoaxes are especially popular in Canada, 
Europe, the United States, Australia and Brazil, it would seem. Funnily 
enough, our April Fool’s Day research found that newspapers in Scandina-
vian countries “celebrate” April 1 by publishing one false story, often on 
the front page (we don’t think it’s only in Scandinavia...). Some people love 
searching out the hoax, others are simply annoyed that their time has been 
taken up by such foolishness. Humour is, after all, such an individual 
thing. Some people find this sort of humour spot on, while others can’t see 
it for a row of trees. There are those who love the humour of, say, the 
British, with their dry wit and penchant for farce. Others simply don’t get 
it, and find their funny in the slapstick humour of The Three Stooges, or 
television shows like “Jackass.” Funny how different things tickle different 
funny bones. 
  If you get “had” on April 1, which also happens to be a bank holiday, you 
can look at as a great opportunity to have a good laugh, which, heaven 
knows, we all need right now. You can also stretch your creative side com-
ing up with fun and innovative ways to play the trickster on others (just be 
safe about it). It’s all in good fun, and the intent is just to put a smile on 
someone’s face. 
  As for the Cosmos and its illustrious history of publishing an April Fool’s 
article every year, well... We’ve convinced people of cows who give choco-
late milk, of tunnels that run under the town to Quaker Hill, and of fire 
halls being turned into truck stops, to name but a few. As long as the Cos-
mos exists, there will be a story on or around April 1 that doesn’t quite seem 
to be right. We love getting the reactions of readers, and hope that this 
year’s fun doesn’t raise - then dash - any footballers’ hopes of seeing FIFA 
action in Uxbridge. Heckuva way to kick off a month, don’t you think?

Our two cents
A day for fun, frivolity and legit fake news
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That quote in the headline is not exactly 
what was said in the movie Field of Dreams. 
The actual movie quote was "if you build it, 
he will come." But for the intent of this col-
umn, I'll go with the altered version. 
  When I came to Uxbridge 35 years ago, it 
was a sleepy little town. There were no Bar-
ton Farms or Coral Creek or Quaker Village 
subdivisions. There was no cinema and 
there was only one theatre company in 
town: the Uxbridge Players. A walk along 
Brock Street (or even a drive) usually in-
cluded stopping to chat with neighbours 
and friends. As I recall, town council meet-
ings were held in what is now Chances Are. 
  In the time since, there have been changes, 
but apart from the various subdivisions and 
moving the township offices to what was 
once St. Joseph Catholic school, not much 
has occurred in the way of redrawing or re-
designing the downtown area. 
  However, in the past couple of weeks, 
there have been suggestions put forward 
that, if adopted, could radically change the 
face of Uxbridge. The Downtown Revital-
ization Committee, set up a couple of years 
ago, came up with some design concepts for 
downtown that could, conceivably, be taken 
up by developers now that the downtown 
flood plain has been drastically reduced by 
installation of the Brock Street culvert, As I 
said, those concepts have been added to in 
recent weeks. Most of the concepts (artists' 
drawings) can be seen on the township web 
page. 
  Many of the concept drawings call for 
buildings at least four or five storeys high 
and, naturally, there are those who oppose 
such an idea. But if we stick to the two-
storey streetscape that we now have, any re-
development of the area is sure to be 
nothing more than cookie-cutter architec-
ture, devoid of any redeeming characteris-
tics.  
  The township hopes to begin working on 
a town square on Lower Brock, a place to 
entice residents downtown for festivals and 
other events, before any major development 

of that particular part of town happens. It 
will likely be a set of temporary installations 
and features, given that such a square would 
eventually have to be integrated into what-
ever major project takes place there. But it's 
a start. 
  One of the overriding demands of council 
and the revitalization committee is that de-
velopment in the downtown area must in-
clude residential units. An increased 
population downtown can only lead to a 
more successful retail sector (instead of the 
numerous empty stores that now blot the 
street) and a more vibrant community. And 
that, in turn, could lead to more companies 
and retailers wanting to locate here. 
  I have no doubt change will come, but it 
will not be without a battle. A number of 
people have already objected to Trinity 
United Church's plan to redevelop the site 
where the church sat on First Avenue before 
it was demolished by the tornado. The main 
argument appears to be that the planned re-
development will change the nature of the 
street. But nothing stays the same forever.  
  However, no grand plan ever comes with-
out problems. The township insists that any 
redevelopment should reflect the heritage of 
the town. But just what does that look like 
when it comes to buildings? The buildings 
along Brock Street are a potpourri of styles, 
from the magnificent Uxbridge library to 
the quonset hut that houses the Roxy Cine-
mas to the utilitarian design of the post of-
fice. I believe that any development that is 
proposed should be judged solely on its 
merits, not on whether it fits into some 
long-forgotten Quaker past,  
  And, of course, there are no guarantees. 
The new office building at the corner of 
Victoria and Brock has been finished for 
some time, but as far as I can tell there is yet 
to be a single occupant moving in. 
  However, it seems to me that if we are 
going to dream, we should dream big and 
keep our fingers crossed that they will 
come. 
  Tell me, am I wrong?  

About an hour into the tour, I discovered one 
of the secrets to Canada’s military capability 
at sea. The tour aboard HMCS Vancouver, a 
Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) frigate cur-
rently in a short-work period at the base just 
outside Victoria, had taken me through the 
operations room. I’d sat in the commander’s 
chair on the bridge. Then I’d seen the ship’s 
massive rudder system. I happened to pause 
at a rack of fire extinguishers, helmets and gas 
masks. In the event of a major fire at sea, I 
asked, were the people assigned to fight fires 
on board the ship former civilian firefighters? 
  “No,” explained Lieutenant (Navy) Konnor 
Brett. “Every member of the crew is a trained 
firefighter.” 
  And I realized immediately that teaching all 
RCN sailors to fight fires had nothing to do 
with personnel limitations and everything to 
do with practicality. If a warship couldn’t de-
pend on every man and woman in her crew 
to quell fires, keep the sea from swamping the 
ship in gales or combat, and deliver basic first 
aid or rescue tasks, its effectiveness would be 
severely diminished at sea. “It’s a matter of the 
ship’s survival,” Brett said. 
  On a recent business and pleasure trip to 
B.C., I contacted Konnor Brett (we’d met last 
May during Battle of the Atlantic observances 
at CFB Halifax). He gave me, some family 
members and friends a tour of HMCS Van-
couver. The son of a Second World War vet, 
Brett grew up in B.C., joined the Navy 
League Cadets while at school, and served as 
both an army and navy reservist while work-
ing as a B.C. correctional officer. Then, in 
2006, he joined the navy’s regular force full-
time. Aboard RCN frigates he’s now qualified 
to instruct as a naval warfare officer, navy 
diver, and boarding party supervisor. Perhaps 
more important than all his official capacities, 
Lt Brett is an extraordinary ambassador for 
the Canadian Navy. 
  Once my tour group had cleared the security 
gates at CFB Esquimalt, Brett led us on a 
bow-to-stern tour of the frigate before she re-
deploys for operations in waters around the 
Pacific Rim. Moving about the ship meant 
stepping carefully along narrow gangways, 
through hatches and down steep ladders. (It 
helps to be shorter than six feet tall as a 
sailor.) We civilians climbed down those steps 
facing the ladder and holding onto its railings 
securely. “In a call to action stations, we’ve all 

got a mental roadmap and muscle memory to 
get us where we need to be quickly,” Brett 
said. “I can get from my officer’s cabin to the 
bridge (about 100 yards) in 20 seconds.” 
  On the bridge, Lt Brett explained the chain 
of command, who sat where, and the way or-
ders were passed. Somebody asked where the 
ship’s helm was located (we all imagined since 
the ship was 400 feet long, the helm would be 
a huge wheel of some sort). Brett pointed to a 
computer screen representing the ship’s 
propulsion systems and a joystick on a con-
sole. Also, where there once stood a large cir-
cular dial on the bridge, called a Pelorus (or 
engine order telegraph) ringing out “full 
ahead,” “slow” and “all stop,” there was in-
stead a row of plastic buttons that could in-
stantly accelerate the ship to top speed. And 
what’s top speed we asked? 
  “That’s top-secret,” Brett said, “but unoffi-
cially, more than 29 knots.” 
  Not a secret was the increased presence of fe-
male crew. Along the frigate’s corridors, we 
spotted signs that identified female living 
quarters. Each was marked with a sign, telling 
all men entering to shout out, “Man on 
deck!” (The signs said “Woman on deck” in 
the opposite situation.) We learned that 
women made up about a 10th of the ship’s 
company. Not because of restrictions against 
their entry, but largely because recruiters still 
haven’t characterized careers in the navy as re-
warding enough for women.  
  When I asked Lt Brett what he enjoyed 
most about navy life aboard a frigate, I fig-
ured that he’d say serving in the operations 
room or on the bridge. “I enjoy going over 
the side in my diving gear to check and clean 
her props.” And the least? He pointed to a 
coil of rope hanging close to a railing on the 
open ship deck. “In a man-overboard situa-
tion, I’m attached to that rope and in diving 
gear I jump over the railing down (about 30 
feet) to the surface to conduct a rescue.” 
  While he’s practised the manoeuvre repeat-
edly, so far Lt (Navy) Konnor Brett has never 
had to conduct a man-overboard rescue for 
real. Like everything else in the Royal Cana-
dian Navy, having command of preventive 
skills is just as important as dispensing the 
lethal ones. 
 

For more Barris Beat columns,  
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat 

column by Ted Barris

Fabric of the nation’s navy

• Full-service Pharmacy 
• Easy Prescription Transfers 
• Home Health Care 
• Seniors Discount on Copay 
• Home Delivery 
• Compression Socks 

• Now offering Minor Ailments Prescribing (UTI, 
cold sores, heartburn & more). Please book 
your appointment at trailcapitalrx.ca 

• Flu & COVID vaccines 
• Blister Packaging 
• Compounding 

Services
Trail Capital Pharmacy

2 Douglas Road, Uxbridge 
(in the Starbucks plaza) 

trailcapitalrx@gmail.com 

trailcapitalrx.ca

905-852-5555

Family Owned & Operated  
Follow us  
@trailcapitalrx

• Gift Cards 
• Greeting Cards 
• Lottery

Am I wrong? 

column by Roger Varley

If you build it, they will come
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• Lawn and Garden Maintenance 
• Spring and Fall Clean-up 
• Tree & Shrub Maintenance  

and Removal 
• Deck & Fence Design and 

Repair 
• Pressure Washing 
• Eavestrough Cleaning 
• Snow Removal

James McLaren   647-451-5036   thistlelawns@gmail.com

Roger Varley 
 

Ontario released the so-called Sun-
shine List last week, detailing which 
public servants earned more than 
$100,000 in 2023. 
  Leading the pack in Uxbridge was 
the township's chief administrative 
officer, Kristi Honey, with a reported 
income of $175,000 in the year. 
However, the list appeared to be in-
complete, as several names that made 
the list the year previously could not 
be found. One name that did appear 
was township clerk Debbie Leroux, 
with a reported income of $137,600. 
  The list only covers public employ-
ees, not elected representatives. But 
treasurer Tobi Lee gave council a re-
port on Monday that showed how 
much each member of council 

earned during 2023. 
  As was expected, Mayor Dave Bar-
ton had the highest income. His 
salary as mayor was $49,224, but 
with benefits, car allowance and 
other payments, his total municipal 
remuneration was $74,000. All other 
members of council were paid be-
tween $32,000 and $33,000, but 
with benefits and expenses, they all 
earned between $49,000 and 
$51,000.  
  Adding in severance payments to 
former council members Gord 
Highet ($44,000) and Gary Ruona 
($12,600), the total cost of council 
in terms of salaries and benefits for 
2023 was $434,000.

Roger Varley 
 

In February, Uxbridge council de-
clared 2024 to be the year of Lucy 
Maud Montgomery 150. On Mon-
day, Melanie Whitfield, president 
of the Lucy Maud Montgomery 
Society of Ontario (LMMSO), 
gave a deputation to council in 
which she listed a slew of events 
planned to mark the occasion. 
  Whitfield explained that “This cel-
ebration is a big deal! It is being ac-
knowledged around the world by 
academics, universities, authors, 
and celebrities. Documentaries are 
being filmed, new books are being 
published, podcasts, theater, and 
new songs are being written and 
performed.”   
  The events begin May 29, when 
Blue Heron Books' The Book 
Drunkard Festival presents Carley 
Fortune with Mary Berg at the 
Music Hall, followed the next day 
with a performance of “Maud of 
Leaskdale,'' starring Jennifer Car-
roll at the historic Leaskdale 
church.    
  Maud will also be featured in the 
Canada Day celebrations, and later 
that month there will be a "Down-
town Summer Social" in the Coffee 
Time area, with activities for all 
ages. Maud (and Anne, of Anne of 
Green Gables fame) will also have a 
presence at the fall fair, the Santa 
Claus parade and the annual Holi-
day Trail event.  
  Maud and Anne will get a jump 
on all the planned activities when 
they appear this weekend during 
the BIA's Easter Eggstravaganza.   
To learn more, visit LMMSO’s 
website at lucymaudmontgomery.ca

Report reveals what town 
council cost  last year

From 昀rst dates to Main Street meet-ups to the last virtual call of the day. Turn to 
the local news to spark your next great conversation… 9 in 10 Canadians do.

Visit ChampionTheTruth.ca

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

Great conversations  
don’t start themselves.

Maud Squad reveals plans 
for celebrating famous  
author’s 150th birthday



right at afternoon dismissal time. 
It’s impossible for teachers and 
school staff to monitor every child, 
so out of an abundance of caution,  
boards have rescheduled a PA Day 
to happen on Monday, April 8. This 
will let parents be responsible for 
their children’s health. 
  Ontario will experience the total 
solar eclipse between 2 and 4:30 
p.m., on the 8th. This means day-
light will be affected during this 
time. The experience varies signifi-
cantly depending on location within 
Ontario; coverage will range from 

less than 50 per cent to 100 per 
cent. In Durham Region, areas east 
of Clarington will be in the path of 
totality. Other areas in Durham Re-

gion along the Lake Ontario shore-
line will experience a partial eclipse, 
where obscuration of the sun will 
not be 100 per cent.  
  There doesn’t appear to be any-
where in Uxbridge where one can 
find certified eclipse glasses - if 
you’re looking for a pair, online 
shopping might be your best bet, if 
you act quickly! 
  There’s lots of information on the 

internet about how to watch the 
eclipse. NASA will be live-streaming 
it – that’s the safest way to watch it!  
Check it out here and have a fun 
day!  
www.science.nasa.gov/eclipses/fu-
ture-eclipses/eclipse-2024/  
 

Nancy Melcher is The Nature Nut. Send 
details of your sightings or questions 

about the natural world to:  
general@melcher.cx
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Why have school boards resched-
uled a PA Day to April 8, 2024? 
There’s been some press about the 
switch due to a solar eclipse, but 
nothing specific to explain this very 
unusual move. What is the big deal 
anyway? 
  A solar eclipse happens when the 
path of the moon makes it pass in 
front of the sun. This happens every 
month, but due to slight differences 
in the orbits of Earth and the 
moon, it is rarely seen. However, in 
April the shadow that the moon 
will cast on the surface of the Earth 
will pass across much of North 
America, and directly over Durham 
Region.  
  We can’t look directly at the sun 
for more than very brief snippets of 
time because it’s bright – SO bright 
that it hurts. When the moon 
blocks some (or all) of the sun, we 
could look directly at it and not 
wince in pain. DON’T! That’s a 
very dangerous thing to do because 
that little bit of sun is still extremely 

strong. It can burn your retina, the 
part in your eye that sends messages 
to your brain. This damage can be 
permanent, resulting in blindness. 
  It’s easy to see why schools want to 

keep students safe during a solar 
eclipse. The simplest thing is to 
keep students indoors, away from 
windows with the blinds closed. 
Sadly, the April 8 eclipse happens 

Getting 
to know 

Roots 
Osteopathy

Kimberly Alcock is the Owner and Osteopathic Manual Practitioner at Roots 
Osteopathy in Uxbridge. 
With a passion for helping others and looking to serve the people of Uxbridge 
and surrounding areas, she opened her doors in September of 2023 on Main St. 
N., in Uxbridge. Kimberly belongs to the Ontario Osteopathic Association 
(OSTCAN). She holds a Master’s in practice of Osteopathic Manipulative Sciences 
(M.OMSc). Kimberly also holds an honours diploma in physiotherapy and occupational 
therapy assistant, is a certified k-tape specialist and an animal manual therapist. 

ROOTS OSTEOPATHY

WHAT IS OSTEOPATHY? 

Osteopathy is for everyone of all ages.  

Osteopathy is a safe, non-invasive, holistic approach to Manual Therapy. Osteopathy views the body as one unit working 
together, emphasizing the relationship between structure and function. This therapy follows the inherent ability of the body to 
self-heal and self-regulate.  
 
Osteopathic Manual Practitioners work to maintain and enhance function by restoring balance and aligning the biomechanics 
of the body.   

AM I COVERED? Osteopathy may be covered by insurance, depending on the specific policy you have.  
Patients should check with their insurance provider for more information. 

WHAT ARE THE 
BENEFITS OF 
OSTEOPATHY?

● Reduced pain 
● Improved mobility 
● Improved athletic performance 
● Reduced muscle tension 

● Improved posture 
● Improved digestion 
● Enhanced immune function 
● Increased energy levels  

● Reduced stress and anxiety 
● Increased circulation  
● Increased relaxation 

WHAT CAN BE 
TREATED? 
Osteopathy can affect a wide range of 
ailments and disorders: 

● Neck/back shoulder pain 
● Headaches migraines 
● Acute and chronic pain 
● Sprains and strains 
● Sports related injuries 
● Concussions  

● Arthritis, fibromyalgia  
● Digestive problems 
● Bladder, pelvic floor 
● Pregnancy-related discomfort 
● Sciatica, nerve impingement 
● Plantar fascistis  

● Bursitis, tendonitis, (carpal tunnel) 
● Tinnitus (ringing in ears) 
● TMJ, sinus issues 
● Vertigo, dizziness 
● And more 

Technology Square, 278 Main St. N., Unit 1B, Uxbridge     905-767-6030     rootsosteopathy@gmail.com

The Nature Nut 

column by Nancy Melcher

DON’T look at the sun!

How a solar eclipse happens.             Graphic from NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Centre



The curtain is about to fall on the 
longest-running musical program in 
Uxbridge. After 42 years, the 

Uxbridge Chamber Choir will take 
its final bow on April 7, at a “Grande 
Finale” concert. 

The concert, at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, will feature “greatest hits” 
from past concerts over the years.     
  For the final concert, all past and 
present members of the Chamber 
Choir were invited to take part. 
  “The response has been 
amazing,” said Marg Cun-
ningham, a co-president of the 
choir. “We have past choir 
members from years ago and 
far afield who just wanted to 
celebrate the achievements of 
the Chamber Choir and sing 
together one last time.” 
  The choir was founded 42 
years ago by Tom Baker and 
his wife Anne Mizen, herself a 
prominent figure in the musi-
cal world of Uxbridge, and for 
many years the accompanist 
for the choir. Tom Baker has directed 
the choir since the beginning, and 
has led the choir in more than 100 
concerts. 

  “The very last piece we’ll sing at this 
concert will be a repeat of the very 
first piece we sang at the first concert 
42 years ago,” said Baker. “If you 
want to know what it is - come to the 
concert.” 

  “When we formed the choir, we 
were about the only game in town for 
choral singing, apart from some 
church choirs,” said Baker. “But I’m 
happy to see there are now other 
community choirs to give singers an 
opportunity and to bring good 
choral music to the area.” 
  Baker explains that the Chamber 
Choir has defied its name somewhat, 
performing a variety of genres. 
  “Over the years, we’ve focussed 
heavily on the great masterworks of 

the classical choral repertoire, but 
also included contemporary works, 
and particularly works by Canadian 
composers.”   
  The program for the final concert 
reflects this philosophy, with excerpts 

from choral masterpieces by 
Mozart, Fauré and Rachmani-
noff, and also more modern 
works by Samuel Barber, 
Healey Willan and others. 
Eminent concert organist Ian 
Sadler, who has accompanied 
the choir many times, will 
again be  the accompanist. 
  “But to keep things interest-
ing, we’ve sometimes wan-
dered into very different kinds 
of music,” said Baker. “For in-
stance, we had a great blue-
grass concert in a local barn, 

and we did a couple of concerts fea-
turing only music by the Beatles.” 
After all, he added, those are classics 
in their own right.   
  Over the years, the choir has com-
missioned works by a number of 
prominent Canadian composers, and 
also had choir exchanges with choirs 
in France and England. 
  “The impact of this choir has been 
quite unique, for both singers and 
audiences,” said Ian Hilton, co-pres-
ident. “Normally, the only opportu-
nity for singers to sing and audiences 
to hear the great choral masterworks  
is in big cities. But here we have a 
small town choir with big city aspi-
rations and big city quality.”   
  Hilton attributes the Chamber 
Choir’s success to “the prodigious 
musical talent” of its director, Tom 
Baker.  
  The “Grande Finale” concert will be 
at 3 p.m., Sunday, April 7, at St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church. Tickets are 
$25 at the door.   
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Support local, book today! 
 

Call today for your free quote 905-207-5296 (LAWN)  
Check us out online at ejcpropertycare.com 

Facebook and Instagram 

Spring & Fall 
clean up  
Lawn cutting &  
trimming  
Weeding &  
pruning   
Garden design

Chamber Choir preparing to sing its final notes

Tom Baker, who has directed the Uxbridge Chamber Choir 
for the past 42 years, rehearses the choir for its final per-
formance on April 7.                       Submitted photo
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Across 
1. Turkey seasoning 
4. Lock site 
9. Step follower 
12. It's found in banks 
13. "La Bohème," e.g. 
14. Solitary 
15. Woman's secret 
16. Express 
17. Hardly numerous 
18. Takes a break 
20. Wine holder 
22. Dorothy Parker quality 
24. It may be high in the afternoon 
25. Clear-cut 
29. Kind of bean 
33. Monopoly piece 
34. Guys 
35. Arborist's concern 
36. Dismal 
37. Looks into 
39. ____ Zeppelin (rock group) 
41. Place for a ring, of a sort.... 
42. No longer dirt 
45. Comes (to) 
49. ___ Ta Be my girl 
50. Genies _____ wishes 
54. Jazzman 
55. Isaac Newton prefix 
56. Like a beaver 
57. Frozen dessert 
58. Stable diet 
59. White 
60. Morning moisture 

Down 
1. Lion's warning 
2. Drive 
3. Some contests 
4. Relative 
5. Appropriate 
6. Mosquito protection or profit? 
7. "Who ___ we kidding?" 
8. The "L" of XXL 
9. Davenport 
10. Singles 
11. CNN output 
19. Blink 
21. Type of light 
23. Fearful 
24. Stretched tight 
25. Accomplished 
26. Detergent brand 
27. On behalf of 
28. Highest rating score, often 
30. Line made with a compass 
31. Dog lover 
32. I will 
38. Bakery fare 
40. Barely beats 
42. Encouragement 
43. Largest of seven 
44. Utter 
46. Battery corrosive 
47. Athlete's concern 
48. Cook by slow boil 
51. Moved fast 
52. Of yore 
53. Recent

Council last week received a report 
from Kyle Rainbow, director of de-
velopment services, that included 
concept drawings showing what the 
intersection of Brock Street West and 
Spruce Street could look. 
  Rainbow's report said township 
staff worked with H.Bee Architecture 
to produce renderings which would 
"seamlessly blend the historical 

charm of Uxbridge with contempo-
rary design."  
  The drawings show the possibility 
of five-storey buildings at the inter-
section, containing retail and resi-
dential units. Rainbow stressed the 
visualizations are a way to let poten-
tial developers know what Uxbridge 
is looking for as it proceeds with its 
downtown revitalization.

The Uxbridge PROBUS Club is a social 
club of seniors that has been active for 
almost six years. It has a membership of 
275 and a waitlist of almost 80. In an ef-
fort to not exclude anyone and meet 
popular demand, a new PROBUS Club 
will be formed.  
  Uxbridge PROBUS Club and Port Perry 
PROBUS Club, with over 600 members 
between them, are jointly sponsoring 
another PROBUS club in North Durham 
to meet the rapidly increasing demand 
for club memberships. PROBUS clubs 
are non-profit social clubs for retirees 
and semi-retirees who want to get con-
nected and enjoy the best that life offers.  
  Clubs have monthly meetings with 
speakers and social time, plus there are 
many interest groups and a wide array 
of social events and travel, providing op-
portunities for the enjoyment of friend-
ships, social activities, lifelong learning 
and staying active in the community.  
  To learn about this opportunity, an in-
formation meeting, open to the public, 
will be held on Wednesday, April 11,  at 
10 a.m., at Hope Church, Port Perry 
(14480 Old Simcoe Rd.). Contact north-
durhamprobus@gmail.com for more in-
formation.

Find out more about Young Life and support 
teens in North Durham. If you’re interested in  

donating to our Silent Auction, Raffle, Balloon 
Burst, or becoming a corporate sponsor,  email 

ewood@younglife.ca and someone from our 
team will be in touch! visit our website to  

purchase tickets or donate in leu of attending. 
give.younglife.ca/northdurham2024

New vision for old Shell station land revealed

Popular PROBUS opening 
new North Durham club

Conceptual rendering of the intersection of Brock St. W. and Spruce St., facing northeast.

Conceptual rendering of the intersection 
of Brock St. W. and Spruce St., facing 
northwest.
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SERVICES 

EXPERT PERSONAL TRAINER SPECIALIZING 
IN ACTIVE PERI/MENOPAUSAL CLIENTS 
Tailored programs for optimal health to sup-
port you through this transitional time. Con-
tact Lauren for a free consultation: 
647-294-5155 facebook.com/TOpersonal-
trainer   4/11 
SHARPER EDGE (formerly Exact Edge) 
Chains, machetes, scythes, axes, etc., sharp-
ened. Kitchen knives, too! Chainsaw main-
tenance & tree felling. 416-705-8427.  3/28 
ANN’S GARDENS, GROWING AGAIN. Full 
season garden maintenance. 647-269-4363 
or annsgardens@outlook.com Ann’s Gar-
dens, we get down to the roots!    3/28 
IHAPPY YARDS is here to assist with your 
spring clean up & yard projects! We special-
ize in trimming, pruning, weeding, soils or 
mulch, garden design, chainsaw and clear-
ing services. Booking has started early! Call 
or text Sean for a free consultation 416- 804-
0639.   3/28 
PRIVATE PSW SERVICES Specializing in 
Alzheimer’s, dementia, Parkinson’s, geriatric 
and end-of-life care. Lots of courses com-
pleted and fantastic references. Reliable, 
professional, mannerly. Contact Robert at 
647-225-8245.  5/9 
ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly 
Lawn Slide Services. Offering landscaping, 

hardscaping, lawn cutting, light excavation 
work, snow plowing. Email  
noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  Instagram: 
@action_outdoor_services, 647-523-6730.    
3/28    
MIKE THE HANDYMAN – experienced, re-
liable, affordable. Services: carpentry/trim, 
laminate flooring, tiling, drywall repair, 
plumbing & electrical fixture installation, 
vanity installation, interior painting/caulk-
ing, picture/painting hanging, TV mount, 
weather stripping, much more. 647-505-9204.  3/28 
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED RESTORA-
TION? Boxes of slides taking up room? Pre-
ston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 Brock St. 
W. (Uxbridge) specializing in restorations & 
scanning. Call Sabrina, 905-550-8825.  3/28 
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING SERV-
ICES: Home Owners have trusted Heather 
Stewart for 19 years for her reliability and 
detailed professionalism. Property Services 
/ Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-
Overs! Visit home-watch.ca for more info on 
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-
8525, email  hstewart@home-watch.ca and 
follow us on Instagram - Home-
WatchUxbridge    3/28 
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll 
love living in with our expert fitters at The 
Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact 
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-

642-3339. An uplifting experience!  3/28 

WANTED 
LOCAL WOODCRAFTER seeks workshop to 
share or building to rent approx. 1000sq ft. 
905-758-0006.   3/28 

FOR RENT 

FURNISHED ROOM FOR MATURE MALE. 
Proof of employment required. $900 per 
month plus $500 security deposit. Rent 
includes laundry and meals. For more 
information call 905-852-5403.  3/28 

FOR SALE 

JOIN OUR CSA and receive a box of 
seasonal, fresh vegetables and fruit bi-
weekly or monthly. Pick up at farm or 
delivered to a hub. For more information go 
to forsythefamilyfarms.com.   905-985-
6749.   4/25 
STAIR LIFT Acorn 130 straight rail stair lift, 
Less than 3 months old. Call Jeff, 416-953-
8971   3/28 

EVENTS 
NEW NORTH DURHAM PROBUS CLUB 
INFORMATION MEETING Thursday, April 
11, 10 a.m., at Hope Church, 14480 Old 
Simcoe Rd., Port Perry. Come and meet new 
friends.  uxbridgeprobus.com 

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit 
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest 

electrical contracting ltd 
 

Paul Fraser 
Cell 416.527.0878 
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com 

esa #7007893

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING 
Septic & Holding Tanks 

 

905-852-2486 
416-476-7170 

 

Serving Port Perry, 
Uxbridge &  

surrounding  areas 
 

MOE licensed

“In His great mercy, He has given 
us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.”   

       1 Peter 1:3

416-526-3469
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Alec Leask 
Earthmoving & Haulage 

Mobile/text 416-346-1623  
alecleask.com

Large & small jobs welcome 
Site preparation 

Basements & driveways 
Trenching & drainage 

Septic systems

OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Spring Booking Now   

Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 

plumbing, electrical, post rebuild, mold, 
kitchen, bath, basements, roofing, 
demolition, drywall, painting, brick 

chimneys & gates, ceramics, flooring.  
Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 24/7

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Call Gillanders today 
to consign your 

quality items to an 
upcoming sale or to 

discuss an auction of 
your own!

Easter Estate & Antique Online Auction  
March 29 - April 4,   

7p.m., soft close. See online now 
 

May - Buys 4 Guys Online Auction 
Tools/Equipment/Powertoys  

& more. 
Call to save your space today.

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

Neither do we!

Remember that 
time when Amazon 
sponsored your church 
fundraiser?

Remember when 
Facebook bought a case 
of Girl Guide cookies to 
support your daughter?

Remember when 
Google provided free 
pizza to your child’s 
soccer team when they 
won the championship?

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada



from the regional investments. This 
initiative will dovetail with a 
broader regional initiative that in-
volves developing a Durham Region 
Poverty Prevention Strategy.  
  Kindred Works While not specifi-
cally a regional project, the building 
of 104 units on the Trinity United 
Church property on Main St. does 
involve a grant request from 
Durham Region. The region is in-
volved to support the inclusion of 
30 per cent of the units being 
deemed affordable. Pre-construction 
will begin in June; full construction 
starts later in the summer. 
  Blue Box Program  Effective July 1, 
Durham Region will no longer 
manage the Blue Box program. In 
response to a provincial mandate,  
the Blue Box program will transi-
tion to Circular Materials, a not-
for-profit that represents the 
producers and importers of the 
products and packaging collected in 
the blue box. No changes are 
planned to the collection schedule 
or the materials being recycled.  
Customer service and bin replace-
ment will be handled by the recy-
cling contractor. 
  Compostable Waste Management 
(green bins). An expanded program, 
which takes affect July 1, will per-
mit items such as diapers, pet 
waste/litter and other items to be 
discarded in green bins. 

  Approximately 58 per cent of resi-
dential property taxes are collected 
on behalf of Durham Region. A key 
responsibility of the regional coun-

cillor and mayor is to communicate 
where that money is spent, and to 
advocate for maximum return on 
those dollars.

It’s surprising that this is already the 
sixth “Connecting with the Re-
gion.” The goal continues to be to 
communicate Durham Regional 
initiatives and how Uxbridge Town-
ship is impacted. With Q1 com-
plete, the following information 
updates important regional projects. 
  Homelessness support  Forty-five 
additional shelter-beds, located in 
Whitby, were made available in 
March. These rooms are located in 
a former long-term care home pur-
chased by the region, and bring 
much needed additional capacity. 
The Beaverton Supportive Housing 
complex is expected to also activate 
within 90 days. Uxbridge residents 
needing accommodation are wel-
comed at both locations. 
  Road construction The long-awaited 
repairs to Durham 1 toward 
Leaskdale will proceed this summer.  
Other infrastructure investments include:  
• Hwy. 47 east of Reg. Rd. 30 to 
west of Reg. Rd. 21  
• Brock Rd. from north of the 
Uxbridge/Pickering Townline Rd. 
to Reg. Rd. 5 
• Reg. Rd. 13, Zephyr Rd. from 
Conc. 3 (Reg. Rd. 39) to Conc. 4 
  Although outside of Uxbridge 
Township, it’s worth noting that 
Reg. Rd. 13 east of Lake Ridge to 
west of Sideroad 17 is being consid-
ered for rebuild this summer as well. 
  Transit Based on ridership data 
and public input, the new Route 
605 is now active and connects rid-
ers to common shopping destina-
tions in the south end of town. This 
scheduled service has reduced de-
mand for on-demand vehicles. 
Pending regional council budget 
approval, additional on-demand ve-
hicles will be activated in 2024 to 
better serve all areas of the township. 
  DRPS  The new superintendent has 
assumed command of North Divi-
sion and new recruits have joined 
North Division. DRPS leadership is 
aware of Uxbridge’s desire for in-

creased visibility of officers.   
  To debunk a myth, there are not 
only two active officers in North 
Durham at any given time. Typi-
cally there are two in each of 
Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock. Offi-
cers overlap and support each other 
as needed. In the event of an emer-
gency, immediate assistance is also 
provided from southern divisions. 
  Planning, economic development & 
tourism  The transition of the re-
gional responsibility for land divi-
sion functions to area 
municipalities is complete. This 
change has improved response 
times on applications and allowed 
Uxbridge staff to increase involve-
ment in local projects. 
  Regional economic development 
and tourism continues to develop 
the Uxbridge economy by strength-
ening partnerships with Durham 
Farm Fresh. These efforts support 
our agricultural sector, and promote 
culinary and tourism industries.  
  The region’s Family Physician At-
traction and Recruitment Program 
will be critical to supporting 
Uxbridge’s new hospital and LTC home. 
  Health and Social Services  A local 
initiative has begun to review the 
social services being provided in 
Uxbridge. This includes both those 
offered directly by Durham Region 
as well as regionally funded agen-
cies. The intent is to diagnose what 
is currently offered and then recom-
mend potential adjustments to en-
sure maximum benefits are received 
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 3 Brock Street West 

LAST MINUTE GUESTS FOR EASTER DINNER?  
WE CAN HELP MAKE IT PERFECT!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR  
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS! 

www.themeatmerchant.ca

DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 

647.220.6093 
darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

KENNEDY, Rae
Passed away peacefully on Sunday, 
March 24, 2024, at age 96. Beloved 
husband of the late Dorothy Parish. 
Dear father to Donna (Steve) Den 
Ouden, and Wayne (Sandra) Kennedy. 
Loving grandfather to Suzanne, Scott, 
Wendy, and Mike, and great-grandfather 
to Abby, Orion, Lauren, Payton, Kent, 
Aidan, Colby, and Elle.   
 
The family wishes to thank the staff of 

Butternut Manor for their kind support over the past 12 years.  
 
A service to celebrate Rae’s life will be held on Thursday, March 28, 2024, 
at 2 p.m., in the chapel at Low & Low Funeral Home (23 Main Street 
South, Uxbridge). Visitation to begin one hour prior. Interment to follow 
at Foster Memorial Cemetery, Uxbridge.  
 
In Rae’s memory, please consider a donation to either the Uxbridge 
Hospital Foundation, the Canadian Cancer 
Society, or the Lucy Maud Montgomery 
Society of Ontario.  

Connecting with the Region 

with Regional Councillor Bruce Garrod

An update on regional projects
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