
FREAKY WEEKEND - The Uxbridge Youth Theatre is back in the Uxbridge Music Hall beginning tonight (Thursday) with its production of Mary Rodgers’ novel
Freaky Friday. This popular story (adapted by Disney) of body swapping, teen angst and, ultimately, mutual appreciation runs from May 25 through to June 3.
For tickets, visit starticketing.com          Photo submitted by Tanner Ferris

Roger Varley & Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

Regional chair John Henry says residents of
Durham Region have "no need to worry"
about the future of the region.

He made his comments to the Cosmos last
week following the announcement that the
provincial government is breaking up Peel Re-
gion into three independent municipalities.

"We're not concerned (at the region) about
this," Henry said, although he admitted there
have not yet been any meetings with the
province. "We're happy with the region and I
don't think it will happen here."

He said there was a desire in the municipali-
ties of Mississauga and Brampton to be stand-
alone entities, but added that none of the
mayors in Durham have been asking for any-
thing similar.

"It would be almost impossible to do this in
Durham," he said.

Although the province has assigned "facilita-
tors" to each of the province's regions to exam-
ine how they operate, Henry said there have
been no meetings with the facilitators yet. Not-
ing that Durham has a Triple A credit rating,
he said a facilitator would not find any chal-
lenges in Durham similar to those faced by
Mississauga and Brampton. As an example of

how the region operates, Henry pointed to the
assistance the region gave to the northern mu-
nicipalities following last year's tornado.
"Not one of our municipalities would be able

to handle the servicing on their own," he said.
"The province will be happy with us," he con-

tinued. "We are a leader in transit-oriented de-
velopment, our on-demand transit is one of the
best in the province and financially we are in
the best shape of any region in the province."
In an official statement released by his office,

Henry said "Durham is about partnerships,
municipal representatives who work together
to preserve the strong connection we have to 

...continued on page 9

‘No need to worry’ about future of Durham Region 

ULTIMATE COUNTRY PROPERTY 
4751 HWY 7A - SCUGOG     

- Ultimate country property  
- Unique property- Hobby farm/contractors 
- Custom home - 2+1 bedrooms - 3 baths 
- Barn/workshop - 5 box stalls -paddocks  
- Coverall building 50’x46’, run-in sheds  
- Enjoy the trails & peace & quiet 

ASKING  
$1,499,000 

MLS E5941456
Sales Representatives

Office:
905-852-4338

Marie Persaud
Direct: 416-970-8979
Mariepersaud.ca

Alyssa Persaud
Direct: 647-232-8979
AlyssaPersaud.ca

Two generations, 
one goal: your real 

estate success! 
Experience unmatched dedication and 
exceptional service. Call us today to 

start your real estate journey.

Playing with your breakfast  •  USS Reunion weekend  • An eco-friendly festival
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for May and June, 2023  

Tuesday, May 30, 4:00 p.m. 
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE MEETING  
Monday, June 5, 10:00 a.m. 

GENERAL PURPOSE AND 
ADMINISTRATION MEETING  

Wednesday, June 7, 9:00 a.m. 
TRAIL COMMITTEE MEETING  

Monday, June 12, 10:00 a.m. 
COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday, June 12, 7:30 p.m. 
HERITAGE COMMITTEE MEETING  

Wednesday, June 14, 7:00 p.m. 
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT  

Monday, June 19, 10:00 a.m. 
GENERAL PURPOSE AND 

ADMINISTRATION MEETING  
Monday, June 26, 10:00 a.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING  
Tuesday, June 26, 7:00 p.m. 
BIA BOARD MEETING  
Proclamations for May 

Asian Heritage Appreciation Month 
Community Living Month 
May 21-27 – National Public Works Week 
May 21-27 – Paramedic Appreciation Week 
May 25-29 - Durham Pride Week 
May 28-June 3 - National Accessibility Week 
May 31 - Red Shirt Day

Road Closures 
Visit Uxbridge.ca/roads for  

up-to-date notices.

Bids & Tenders 
All current bid opportunities are posted to 

https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/business-and-
development/bids-and-tenders.aspx?_mid_

=23193 
• U23-14 - Supply, Deliver and Installation 
of Library shelving for Uxbridge Public 
Library – Closes May 25, 2023, at 2:00 p.m.

Notice of Adoption of an Amendment to the 
Township of Uxbridge O�cial Plan and Notice 

of Passing of a Zoning By-Law  
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township 
of Uxbridge passed By-law No. 2023-057 on the 8th day of May, 2023 
pursuant to Sections 17 and 22 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as 
amended to adopt Amendment No. 71 to the Township of Uxbridge 
O�cial Plan.  Council also passed Zoning By-law No. 2023- 058 on 
the 8th day of May, 2023, pursuant to Sections 34 of the Planning Act, 
R.S.O., 1990, as amended, to amend Zoning By-law No. 81-19, as 
amended, of the Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge. �is 
Amendment applies to all the lands in the Township of Uxbridge in the 
Regional Municipality of Durham.   
AND TAKE NOTICE that through the circulation and review of the 
application to amend the Township of Uxbridge O�cial Plan and 
Zoning By-law No. 81-19, the Township received two (2) verbal 
submissions and one (1) written submission from members of the public 
prior to the decision of Council. �e verbal submissions were addressed 
at the statutory public meeting held on April 24, 2023.  All the public 
and agency submissions were also addressed in Development Services 
Report DS-20/23.  Council considered all public and agency 
submissions received on this application, the e�ect of which helped 
Council to make an informed decision.  
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or agency may appeal to the 
Ontario Land Tribunal in respect of the O�cial Plan Amendment and 
Zoning By-law Amendment by �ling with the Clerk of �e Corporation 
of the Township of Uxbridge, not later than 4:30 p.m. on the 13TH 
DAY OF JUNE, 2023, a notice of appeal. �e notice of appeal must 
set out the objection to the O�cial Plan Amendment and/or the Zoning 
By-law Amendment and the reasons in support of the objection together 
with the required  Ontario Land Tribunal fee of $400.00.  Cheques must 
be made payable to the MINISTER OF FINANCE.  
PLEASE NOTE that only individuals, corporations and public bodies 
may appeal an O�cial Plan Amendment and/or Zoning By-law 
Amendment to the Ontario Land  Tribunal.  A notice of appeal may not 
be �led by an unincorporated association or group.  However, a notice 
of appeal may be �led in the name of an individual who is a member of 
the association or the group on its behalf.  
No person or public body shall be added as a party to the appeal unless, 
before the O�cial Plan Amendment was adopted and/or Zoning By-
law Amendment was passed, the person or public body made oral 
submissions at a public meeting or written submissions to the Council 
or, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to add 
the person or public body as a party. 
An explanation of the purpose and e�ect of the O�cial Plan 
Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment is given below. �e 
complete O�cial Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment 
are available for inspection in the Clerk’s Department during regular 
o�ce hours. 
 
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE THIS 24TH DAY 
OF MAY, 2023. 
Debbie Leroux, Clerk  
Township of Uxbridge     
Box 190, Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181 Ext. 228 dleroux@uxbridge.ca  
 
Township File: OPA No. 71 and ZBA 2023-02 
Applicant: Township of Uxbridge  
Address: �is Amendment applies to all the lands in the Township of 
Uxbridge in the Regional Municipality of Durham.  
PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF THE BY-LAW 
�e purpose of the proposed O�cial Plan Amendment and Zoning By-
law Amendment is to introduce a land use planning framework and 
regulations with respect to planning for drug treatment and harm 
reduction facilities in the Township of Uxbridge.
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Uxbridge at a Glance continued

�is Notice is to inform you that the Township of Uxbridge has received a Zoning By-law 
Amendment application which has been deemed complete in accordance with the requirements 
of Section 34 of the Planning Act. �e Planning Committee of the Council of the Corporation 
of the Township of Uxbridge will hold a statutory public meeting to make available adequate 
information to the public regarding, and to consider, a proposed Township Zoning By-law 
Amendment pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, submitted by Anne and 
Bill Starke.  
�e statutory public meeting will be held in a hybrid format allowing for in-person attendance 
or virtual viewing of the public meeting.  �e Township of Uxbridge will be processing the 
Zoning By-law Amendment as required by the Planning Act and welcome any comments that 
you may have.  
PURPOSE OF PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT:   
• �e purpose and e�ect of this application is to amend the Zoning By-law to permit a secondary 
unit within an accessory building.     
• �e subject property is designated “Prime Agricultural Area” in the Region of Durham O�cial 
Plan and zoned “Rural (RU) Zone” and “Environmental Protection (EP) Zone” in Township 
Zoning By-law No. 81-19.  
LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY: 
�e subject property, is located west of Concession Road 3 and north of Regional Road 8, having 
the municipal address of 7200 Concession Road 3 and is legally described as Part of Lot 31 and 
32 Concession Road 2, being Part 1 on Plan 40R30678, Township of Uxbridge, Region of 
Durham.   �e location of the property is graphically illustrated on the key map below.   
FILE. NO:           Zoning By-Law Amendment 2023-03  (ZBA 2023-03)   
APPLICANT:      Anne and Bill Starke  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Additional information relating to the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment is available for 
inspection in the Development Services Department between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday 
to Friday, at the Township Municipal O�ce, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario.  It is 
preferred that if you require additional information that it be requested by email, mail, or 
telephone from the undersigned. However, if necessary, the Township O�ce can be accessed 
Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by contacting the undersigned.  
Jennifer Beer, Permits & Approvals Analyst 
Development Services                                     Email:  jbeer@uxbridge.ca  
Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto St. S.        (t) 905-852-9181 ext. 225  
Box 190, Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1T1                (f ) 905-852-9674 
 
PLANNING ACT REQUIREMENTS: 
�is Notice is being given in accordance with Planning Act requirements.  A �nal 
recommendation on the application will not be presented until after the Township Public 
Meeting and all technical comments have been received.  
�e public meeting is being held in a hybrid format allowing for in-person attendance or virtual 
viewing of the public meeting.  �e livestream public viewing can be accessed by visiting 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/your-local-government/council-meeting-calendar.aspx.   
�e meeting date and time is as follows:  
MEETING DATE: Monday, June 5, 2023     TIME: Public Meeting 11:30 a.m. 
 
 

REPRESENTATION  
ANY PERSON may participate in the public meeting and/or make written or oral representation 
either in support of or in opposition to the proposed Township O�cial Plan Amendment and 
Zoning By-law Amendment.    
1. Written Submissions 
Written submissions should be addressed to the Township Clerk at the address shown below.   
Written comments should be submitted before Friday, June 2nd, 2023. If you wish to be 
noti�ed of the adoption or the refusal of the proposed Township O�cial Plan Amendment and 
Zoning By-law Amendment, you must also make a written request to the Township Clerk before 
the adoption of the by-law.  
2. Oral Submission 
Oral submissions may be provided to Council at the meeting on livestream, you must pre-register 
with the Clerk’s o�ce by email at dleroux@uxbridge.ca,  or telephone at 905-852-9181 ext. 228 
or mail at the address below before 12:00 p.m. (Noon) on Friday, June 2nd, 2023.  Please 
include your full name, address, and a call-back phone number.  You will be contacted by the 
Clerk’s o�ce to con�rm your participation and receive the online call-in information before the 
meeting.  Technical assistance may be provided to ensure you are able to participate.  
PLANNING ACT REQUIREMENTS 
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at the public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Township of Uxbridge before the proposed application is passed, the person 
or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Township of Uxbridge to the Ontario 
Land Tribunal.  
If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Township of Uxbridge before the application is passed, the person or public 
body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal 
unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public 
body as a party.  
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE THIS 16th DAY OF MAY, 2023.  
Debbie Leroux, Clerk                                                         
Township of Uxbridge                                                        
51 Toronto St. S., Box 190                                                . 
Uxbridge, Ontario   L9P 1T1 
 
Email:  dleroux@uxbridge.ca 
(t) 905-852-9181 Ext. 228 
(f ) 905-852-9674 
  
KEY MAP (not to scale) 

Senior Games’ Horseshoes  
�e Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society’s Horseshoe Club is hosting Durham Region 55 plus Horseshoe Games on �ursday, June 8, 2023, at 10:00 am at the Uxbridge Museum.  

7239 Concession Rd 6, Uxbridge. To register, visit Durham Senior Games at https://www.durhamseniorgames.ca/2023-summer-forms 
Cost is $ 20.00. Contact Bob Kirvan for information at 905-852- 9176.

The Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge 
Notice of Complete Application and Public Meeting Concerning an Application for a Zoning By-Law Amendment

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required for these positions are available at uxbridge.ca/careers 

 
Public Works and Operations - Crossing Guards - Resumés accepted on an ongoing basis.  

Summer Opportunities  
Discover Uxbridge – Assistant Tourism Development Coordinator, summer student, contract 

Closes Friday, May 26, 2023  
Uxbridge Youth Centre – Summer Program Coordinator, summer student, contract 

Closes �ursday, June 1, 2023, at 4:30 p.m.  
Uxbridge Public Library – Children’s Summer Programs, summer student, contract 

Closes Friday, June 2, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 



‘I have lived in Uxbridge for nearly
50 years and have been following
the news of the new provincial park.
I have a different opinion than that
of the politicians and was reaching
out to see if you maybe interest in
our comments.
In recent news, a new 1,000 acre

provincial park is planned nearby in
the Oak Ridge Moraine. I had
thought I was a visionary, but I was
wrong, for I can't see the bridge
stretching the Wetland Marsh, the
trails along the river, or the forest
from the parking lot. 
An artist looks at nature and

paints a masterpiece. A politician
looks at nature and paves it over.
Known as the Trail Capital of
Canada, with nearly 300 km of
trails to explore in Uxbridge today,
politicians want more. 
Our footprint is invasive. Together

we have watched wildlife living here
the way nature intended. Would it
all look different if we turned it into
a park? Would we be protect
wildlife and nature as politicians
say?

James Kane
Uxbridge

Re: “Am I wrong?”, May 18 edition

“Please leave the classics alone”…   
Roger, they are classics for whom?

Who is reading literature - in which
characters are described as fat, gen-
der identity is misrepresented, and
characters are referred to by racial-
ized slurs and descriptions - and
thinking to themselves, “Whoa,
that was an enjoyable read!” 
Publishers are realizing that in

order for stories to live through
time, they must be enjoyable (and
not perpetuate harm) for all people.
Because that’s where we’re at in
present-day times: consideration of
lenses that expand beyond the gazes
of the privileged.
Sure, Mark Twain - and any other

author experiencing revisions - may
not have thought about how the
words in their work may land on
the eyes of readers 150 years later.
But, publishing companies in 2023
sure can think about it; and they
can be responsible with what they
continue to put out and into the
world. 
You espouse ‘presentism’ (in which

the past is judged by present stan-
dards and sensibilities) as, “ignoring

the norms that were generally ac-
cepted in earlier times.” Again, they
were ‘norms’ for whom? They were
‘generally accepted’ by whom? 
When you’re used to seeing the

world through a perspective that
caters to you, you see the inclusion
of other perspectives as an attack.
For so long, marginalized identities
have had to deal with these oppres-
sive ‘norms’ that were created and
reproduced by a select group of
people. Oppressive ‘norms’ that
have been touted as classics, as tra-
dition. Now our lens is being
widened to be more inclusive and
that select group of people can’t
deal. 
If you absolutely can’t stand for

greater inclusion by enjoying newly
revised literature in which a charac-
ter’s weight is not maligned, gender
identity is equitably and accurately
represented, and racialized slurs and
descriptions are responsibly han-
dled…then just say you’re fat-sham-
ing, transphobic, and racist with
your whole chest - it’s more to the
point.

Tonia Lyons
Uxbridge
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Letters to the Editor

Last Thursday, following the tabling of legislation to dissolve Peel Region,
Ontario’s Minister of Municipal Affairs, Steve Clark, said he would soon be
appointing “facilitators” to investigate a similar move with several other
second-tier municipal governments, including Durham Region.
To quickly recap, Durham Region is a confederation of eight municipali-

ties, four of them largely urban, the others mostly rural, with small towns
and hamlets like our township. The Region was established on Jan. 1,
1974, and has grown into an empire with 5,000 employees and an annual
budget of almost $2.3 billion. In 2022, Uxbridge contributed $31.6 mil-
lion in property taxes, along with several million dollars in water and sewer
payments. In return, the Region provides us with water and sewer, policing
and paramedics, transit and garbage collection, public health and planning
services, tourism promotion, public housing and more. 

In response to Clark’s announcement, Regional Chair John Henry issued
a release expressing great confidence in how well the Region is doing, say-
ing he had heard no concerns expressed about the size or structure of the
Durham government. He had nothing to say about Queen’s Park’s motives
in appointing the facilitators, only saying he looked forward to any sugges-
tions they might have in improving efficiencies. 
Except that Clark last week never said that the role of the facilitators was

to improve the efficiency of regional governments. What he did say was
that their job was to determine “whether the upper-tier government con-
tinues to be relevant to the needs of its communities or whether the lower-
tier municipalities are mature enough to pursue dissolution.” That’s much
more of an existential question, way beyond tinkering with the mechanics
of service delivery.

It’s no secret that Ontario Premier Doug Ford is no fan of regional gov-
ernments, even though they were created by a former Tory premier, Bill
Davis. An extra level of bureaucracy just goes against his grain. And his
likely opponent in the next election, current Mississauga mayor Bonnie
Crombie, agrees with him on that matter in particular; she was the chief
instigator of the breakup of Peel Region.

Despite the long-talked-about dissolution of Peel, Caledon was blindsided
by last week’s announcement, although it will now have almost two years
to figure out where it goes from here.  Durham will hopefully have longer
than that, but Henry and his council are emphatically burying their heads
in the sand if they think the future of the Region is assured, with just a
tweak here and there.

Uxbridge’s mayor was probably more realistic when he said, “Many mem-
bers of Uxbridge's senior staff and council came out of the private sector
where major reorganizations happened all the time. We are well equipped
to quickly adapt to a changing environment.”
It’s not as if Durham Region is steeped in history. Only 50 years ago,

Uxbridge was an independent municipality, effectively carrying out many
operations that it later turned over to the Region. There’s no reason it can’t
be that way again, especially with almost $40 million in taxes and water
payments back in its own pocket. A proactive township council would start
examining those possibilities now, because if Ford says he’s looking into
something, there’s a better than even chance the decision is already made.
If it is, John Henry and our regional councillor, Bruce Garrod, may be

out of a job before their terms are even up.

Our two cents
Is Durham done?

Publisher/Editor: Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905-852-1900 
Advertising/Sales: 905-852-1900 
 
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6 
E-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca    Web site: Thecosmos.ca 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday  9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.   
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of 
The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a 
name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. 
The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos 
reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in adver-
tisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, 
and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

9,600 copies of the 
Cosmos are published 
each Thursday in the 
Township of Uxbridge 
and delivered by 
Canada Post.



Thursday, May 25, 20235The Uxbridge Cosmos

Those attending the regular morning service
this coming Sunday at St. Paul's Anglican
Church on Toronto Street South are likely to
be witness to what could possibly be de-
scribed as a small miracle. I will be in the
pews.

Rev. Canon Mark Kinghan might say it is
not so much a miracle as a testament to
faith. That's because Mark has had faith that
he would get me into a church service ever
since we met back in 2017.

I interviewed Mark shortly after he took
over as the new minister at St. Paul's, and he
knew from the outset that I am an atheist.
Have been for the last 70 years. That didn't
matter to Mark, but over the intervening
years he has, from time to time, tried to con-
vince me to come to church. He didn't try
any strongarm tactics, he didn't plead, he
didn't try to convert me. But in his gentle
and affable manner, he would extend the oc-
casional invitation to attend a service.

In my eyes, that is basically what Mark's
ministry here in Uxbridge has been all
about: inclusion. Under Mark's leadership
and guidance, the church has reached out
beyond its small congregation to offer assis-
tance, compassion and inclusion to a wide
range of people. The church became a bea-
con of hope and understanding to members
of the local LGBTQIA2S+ community, giv-
ing them a place to meet and share their sto-
ries and concerns. I was at the first meeting
they held, as was Mark, and there was no
moralizing, no lecturing, no attempt to turn
people around. Mark's message to the group
was clear: they were all God's children, they
were all welcome, and he was here to help.

Mark and St. Paul's also helped sponsor a
Syrian refugee so that the refugee might join
his family here. Mark and St. Paul's helped
organize the Uxbridge Coalition Against
Poverty in an attempt to ease the burdens of
people who found themselves in financial
difficulties. He has championed the fight
against homelessness. And, while not aimed
strictly at people in poverty, St. Paul's now
holds a free supper on the last Friday of each
month for anyone who wants to show up.

All are welcome.
One of Mark's more innovative moves was

to leave the relative safety of the church and
venture into the pubs. Pre-COVID, he
began a monthly series called Holy Spirits,
where he would commandeer a few tables at
a local drinking establishment and invite
anyone who wanted to join him to have a
drink and a conversation. Mark would obvi-
ously have a spiritual message he wanted to
get across during the sessions, but he never
forced it. Just about any subject was open for
discussion. I attended a few and the atmos-
phere was always convivial, always welcom-
ing and everyone was listened to.
Mark never discussed his grand strategy

with me, but I'd guess he figured that by
shedding the ceremony and rituals that most
people associate with organized religion and
making the clergy seem more accessible, he
could persuade more people to take another
stab at becoming "churchgoers."

He told me when I first interviewed him
that building up the congregation was one of
his main concerns. Numbers were low and
he wanted to turn that around. I have no
idea whether he managed to do that and, if
he did, by how much. What I do know is
that he reached out to a lot of people in what
I suppose one could call true Christian fash-
ion: with love, understanding, compassion
and full comprehension of the phrase "judge
not, lest ye be judged."
He never judged me for my atheism and I

never ragged him about his religion. Indeed,
he has treated me as a friend, and even had
me over to join him and his family for
Thanksgiving dinner one year.
I've had numerous conversations with

Mark over the years and have always looked
forward to them. However, that will be com-
ing to an end, as Mark is retiring. Sunday
will be his final day as a serving minister and
I intend to be there for his last sermon. It's
not that I have found religion; it's that I'm
losing a friend. It's hard losing a friend and
it's hard for this town to lose a good man.
But the hardest thing is saying goodbye!
Tell me, am I wrong?

The place looked almost as if it were closed.
When I entered the reception area of a local
auto-repair shop, I didn’t spot any service per-
sonnel right away. But when I called out, a re-
ceptionist quickly responded and I had my
car problem attended to right away. Then, by
coincidence, the shop owner mentioned out
loud:
“It’d sure help if I found some new hires,” he

said.
“Short of tradespeople?” I asked. And when

he nodded, I added, “You know you could
probably put an ad in this week’s edition of
the Cosmos.”
I called the classified editor at the Cosmos

and handed my phone to the shop owner.
Within a few minutes, he’d dictated a classi-
fied advertisement looking for skilled people
in auto-repair; he was offering immediate em-
ployment for certain trades. It felt good that I
was maybe helping a local business get in
touch with prospective workers to fill his em-
ployee gap. At the same time I thought,
“Wouldn’t it also be great if someone who was
looking for work locally found it right here in
town?”
I’m afraid I was dreaming in Technicolor.

The workplace, I’ve discovered, faces a multi-
faceted dilemma – there are too many posi-
tions going unfilled in Canadian
manufacturing, production and service com-
panies; there are too few skilled people
around to move into those jobs; there doesn’t
seem to be the appetite for employers to
spend more than minimum wage to get those
workers. But on the other hand, many of
those skilled workers legitimately seeking jobs
appear prepared to wait for the best offer in a
kind of bidding war. 
The result, I gather, is frustration all round.

A two-year-old study by a Canadian staffing
agency found that of 510 hiring decision-
makers, one in four employers has hired
someone they normally wouldn’t have due to
the shortage of skilled people. The survey
went on to suggest that when some employers
find prospective workers already employed,
they try to entice them away with outrageous
pay bumps. Explained one construction oper-
ator in the Maritimes, “There’s just no loyalty
anymore.” Statistics Canada also points out
that between October and December 2021,
there were over 900,000 unfilled positions,
up 63 per cent from 2020. Stats Can said the
occupations showing the least number of ap-

plicants were restaurant servers, construction
tradespeople and social workers.
The subject came up over the Victoria Day

weekend as several of us discussed why there
seems to be such high demand and so little
supply. It didn’t take us long to realize that we
are the problem. One had retired from charity
fundraising, another from a printing plant,
and I from teaching. The baby-boom genera-
tion is the problem. As we flooded into the
world – about 73 million boomers born be-
tween 1946 and 1964 – the world responded
by building more schools (streaming us into
both professional jobs and the trades), offer-
ing our parents bonus payments (to cover
cost-of-living increases) and expanding health
care and housing. And the workplace ex-
panded to accommodate us at every turn.
Today, however, the pandemic has set every-

body back in terms of workplace advance-
ment. And restrictions to immigration have
choked off the supply of prospective workers
in every sector. The result? High demand and
little supply of people to work anywhere and
everywhere. This shows up as a crisis in post-
secondary education. A study at Toronto
Metropolitan University (formerly Ryerson)
shows there are more skills vacancies than
there are job vacancies.
“The pace of skill demand from employers

and the skills they need is changing faster
than our training and skill production sys-
tems can keep up,” Tricia Williams at TMU’s
Future Skills Centre told the CBC. And it’s
costing the Canadian economy something
like $25 billion in productivity loss.
There are plenty of other factors influencing

the flow of skilled workers into and out of the
economy. Working from home still feels more
attractive than commuting to downtown.
With more women seeking work (either at
home or downtown) many cannot find
enough childcare spots. And with inflation
driving up the cost of living, not allowing
minimum wages to rise accordingly ham-
strings too many families. 
I’ve been thinking about that classified ad

for that auto-repair job in town. In many
ways it’s the canary in the coal mine. Train
more people, pay them better wages, make
working away from home more attractive …
or expect more delays and greater disruption
of everyday services.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

None for hire

Store 905-852-3315   Canadiantire.ca 
Canadian Tire Uxbridge

THURSDAY, MAY 25 TO THURSDAY, JUNE 1 
PATIO FURNITURE & GAZEBOS

20xTHAT’S 
8% 
back

Bonus CT Money®

30xTHAT’S 
12% 
back

Total CT Money®

rewards

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Good man, good friend - goodbye



Springtide Music Festival returns in
just a couple of weeks (June 9 to 11),
an promises an exciting awesome
line-up of live music in venues all
over downtown Uxbridge. With an
eye on doing their part to support

the environment, and the long-term
goal of reducing the festival’s carbon
footprint from audience travel, the
festival has introduced some new ini-
tiatives and invited some special
guests to support the conversation.   

Organizers are asking the question,
“How do guests get here?”, and have
come up with many ways to improve
sustainability. ey’re providing re-
sources for alternative travel to the
festival, and added some new meas-
ures to do some fun recycling as well. 

ose of us who live right in town
will no doubt be walking from venue
to venue during the weekend-long
festival. However, Uxbridge is a great
biking town as well, and June is Bike
Month in the region, so Springtide
has gathered a few resources to get
visitors from one side of town to an-
other quickly in order to not miss a
note. If residents have friends com-
ing from out of town, bikes can be
rented from Boyd’s Sports at 53
Toronto St. North. 

If walking or biking to the various
venues is not an option, the Town
Trolley will be running a FREE hop
on/hop off service around the main
festival venues and additional loca-

tions, including the Uxbridge Arena,
Uxbridge Secondary School, Her-
rema Fields (Barton Farms), Elgin
Park, Walmart, and Kawartha Dairy.
Guests from out of town can park at
one of these spots, and pick up the
Trolley to get to other venues. Details
of the route can be found at
springtidemusicfestival.com

Springtide is also partnering with
local hotels in the nearby towns of
Port Perry, Stouffville and Pickering,
setting up hotel packages which in-
clude accommodation, festival wrist-
bands and shuttle transport to and
from Uxbridge. Hotels include Great
Blue Heron Hotel and Casino, Pick-
ering Casino & Resort, and e
Days Inn in Stouffville. More infor-
mation including booking details can
be found on Springtide’s website.
Out-of-town visitors should also be

encouraged to leave the car at home
and take advantage of Springtide’s
free shuttle bus service from central
GO Transit stations in Port Perry,
Brooklin, Whitby, Pickering, and
Stouffville. ere is no need to worry
about driving, catching a cab, or
staying late when Springtide can pick
up and drop off after the show. Call
1-800-979-2913 for more info.

Transport is not the only focus of
Springtide’s sustainability drive; they

also have a great idea for a music fes-
tival staple – the T-shirt! is year’s
T-shirt, which features a design by
local artist Tracy Walker, can be pur-
chased from the festival’s merch store
online, but guests can also bring their
own T-shirt or choose from the festi-
val’s hand-picked selection of upcy-
cled T-shirts for on-demand screen
printing.
Finally, there are two workshops on

the Sunday of the festival. One, at
e Bridge Social, is an interactive
musical workshop for families, with
songs and stories, and resources for
parents and caregivers to build
knowledge around the power of
singing to support children in a time
of climate crisis. e other work-
shop, hosted at Fig Kitchen & Mar-
ket, will discuss the role of music in
the transition to a culture of care and
sustainability, led by Music Declares
Emergency, a planet-wide music in-
dustry organisation calling for action
on climate.
Springtide is encouraging attendees

to share their answer to the question
“How did you get here?” in consid-
ering alternative travel to the festival,
through a quick online survey for a
chance to win tickets to next year’s
festival – running the second week-
end of June 2024.
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DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 
647.220.6093 

darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

Congratulations on 100 years, USS! 
While in town, visit our BIA stores to enjoy the following savings 

This Friday, Saturday & Sunday (May 26 - 28) 
 
Second Wedge Beer garden open & pizza (Fri., Sat. & Sun). 

Farmers Market & live music (Sun.). 
 
Dominoes Pizza 50% o  pizza + free parm or Cinna Bites  

with $25 order  (Fri., Sat. & Sun). 
 
Mani Tea 50% o  with coupon  (Fri., Sat. & Sun). 
 
Blue Heron Books Show your high school photo for 15% o   

(Fri., Sat. & Sun). 
 
Wixan's Bridge Music on the patio (Fri., 7-10pm). 
 
Salt Cave 50% o  salt cave • 2 for 1 hand & foot detox 

Packages: Buy 1 get 1 50% o   (Fri., Sat. & Sun).

Springtide offering eco-friendly, sustainable options for experiencing the festival
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School needs cereal boxes for dominoes
Uxbridge Montessori School wants
to play dominoes with cereal boxes -
then donate them all to the food
bank.
“For the Cereal Box Domino Chal-

lenge, students bring in an unopened
box of cereal which we will line up
through the school and watch to-
gether as they fall,” explains organ-
izer and STEM teacher Stefani
McGowan. “It doesn't matter what
type of cereal it is, all is welcome!” 

McGowan says the purpose of the
activity is to teach students about the

importance of community, and giv-
ing back. All of the collected cereal
boxes will be donated to the
Uxbridge Loaves & Fishes Food
bank

“We currently have 85 boxes, and
have a goal of 100-150,” says Mc-
Gowan. “We would love if residents
in the community could contribute!
If they would like, they can drop off
cereal boxes to our front lobby.” (167
Main St. N.)

Cereal Box Dominoes will happen
on Tuesday, May 30. 
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The Uxbridge Bruins Jr. 
Hockey Club wants to 

publicly thank all of the 
following sponsors for 

their very kind financial 
support of our team 
during the 2022/23 

season.  
 

We wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to 

all our loyal fans. 
 

The Uxbridge Bruins 
Annual General Meeting 

will be on Thursday, June 
8, 2023, at 8:00 p.m.,  
at the Uxbridge Arena, 
Williamson Boardroom. 

 
All are welcome to 

attend this meeting.

T hank 
You

CORNERSTONE SPONSORS 
Avante Pools & Landscapes 
Erosion Solutions Ltd. 
 
TITLE SPONSORS 
Canadian Tire 
Jones Pools 
 
GOLD SPONSORS 
105.5 Hits FM 
Brian J. Evans Financial Services 
Central Sand & Gravel 
Counter Reactions 
Coxlyn Farms  
Craigalleen Farm 
Edward Jones - Michael Broad 
JBS Services 
Medgear Development Inc. 
Quaker Chiropractic & Sports Injury 

Clinic 
TCG National 
TK Building Group 
The Uxbridge Cosmos 
 
SILVER SPONSORS 
Allen’s Automotive 
Button’s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Cobra Metal Manufacturing Ltd. 
The Co-Operators 
Groff Landscaping 
Living Off Your Bckyard 
Precision Auto Refinishing 
Nicole Fulcher-Desjardins Insurance 
Rapson Team Realtors 
Uxbridge Motorsports Marine Ltd. 
Uxbridge Staples 
W.C. Meek Design & Construction 
 
BRONZE SPONSORS 
C & R Transmission Service Ltd. 
Smalley’s Produce 
St. Lawrence Grains & Farm  

Supply Ltd. 
Township of Uxbridge 
Uxbridge & District Lions Club

After many months of planning
and dedication by a small team of
volunteers, e Uxbridge Second-
ary School 100th Anniversary Re-
union weekend, May 26-28, is
finally here!
ere will be numerous free events

that are open to all members of the
community, both at the school and
in the community, including the of-
ficial opening ceremony, tours and
trail walks, sporting events, decade
rooms to visit, Busking on Brock, a
time capsule to contribute to, and
a Sunday morning worship service.

ose who would like to attend
but have not yet registered online
can still register Friday evening and
Saturday at the school (cash or
cheque). Registrants will receive a
100th Anniversary Reunion keep-
sake bag with memorabilia items.
Saturday morning breakfast tickets
can be purchased once registration
is complete. 

Of course you won’t want to miss
the Saturday Night Social at
Slabtown Cider, where two USS
alumni will entertain you for the
evening. Julien Kelland will kick
things off with a performance from
7 to 8 p.m., followed by a DJ and
MC Dan Pollard from Hits 105.5
FM hosting the party of the cen-
tury! Whether you choose to catch
up with old friends or boogie the
night away,  there will be plenty of
room in the enclosed tents. A mix
of spirits, pulled pork sandwiches
and veggie burgers will be available
for purchase. Non-alcoholic bever-
ages will be complimentary. From
6 p.m. to midnight, the Uxbridge
Town Trolley will be ferrying guest
between USS and Slabtown at no
cost. Tickets will be available at the
door for $40 (cash only).

But this Anniversary Reunion is
not only about the first 100 years of
Uxbridge Secondary School, it is
also about leaving a legacy for the
next 100 years through the 100th
Anniversary Reunion Commence-
ment Award. e goal of the Legacy
Award  is to raise enough money to
support three  Commencement
Awards to be awarded every year for
the next 100 years where the focus
will be on student community in-
volvement (either school or com-
munity volunteerism). To be a part
of this legacy, donate online or in
person.

For a full program and more in-
formation visit uxbridgess.ddsb.ca
or email
uxbridgessreunion@ddsb.ca

USS 100 year reunion
on this weekend

Call us today and  
�ange a visit to �r residence  
We can’t wait to meet you!  905-852-6777 ext. 401 

email generalmanager@butternutmanor.com   
Website butternutmanor.com

N� 
Available  

Beautiful 
1-bedroom 
and studio 

suites

ACCREDITED

Ret�ement Living...Am�g Friends
Justyne Edgell

Youth Pride is coming to Uxbridge
this weekend with Drag Queen Sto-
rytime.

Six years ago, the Durham Chil-
dren’s Aid Society began Youth
Pride to create a safe and inclusive
celebration for youth, children and
families who are part of
2SLGBTQI+ communities.
“Our first [Youth Pride] event was
geared toward older youth, but we
were surprised how many families
with younger kids came, so we de-
cided we needed an event for the
younger crowd,” says Andrea
Maenza, coordinator, Communica-
tions and Community Relations of-
ficer at Durham Children’s Aid
Society.
“We approached all the libraries in

Durham and they were all on board,
so we launched Drag Queen Story-
time at libraries in all eight munici-
palities the following year.” 

e events have been planned to
promote literacy and celebrate di-
versity by creating a safe space, es-
pecially for families in the
2SLGBTQ+ community. “Kids can
have fun, see that reading is fun,
while promoting a message of hope
and inclusion, and empowering
everyone regardless of their iden-

tity,” says Maenza.
e Uxbridge Drag Queen Story-

time is filled, but registration is now
open for the Scugog event. 

“e drag queens will be reading
several age-appropriate story books
that are in libraires everywhere,” says
Maenza. “e books celebrate diver-
sity. Some books are stories of chil-
dren of different races, religions,
backgrounds, abilities and identities
and are about embracing our differ-
ences.”
e event will allow for some social

time, a little dance party, a chance
to chat with the drag queens, take
photos and enjoy some treats.

Durham Region Youth Pride will
also be hosting their Fierce and Fab
Mini-Ball at 1 p.m. on June 17, at
the Region of Durham headquarters
in Whitby. is free event champi-
ons acceptance through an after-
noon of performances, music,
dancing and fun activities. ey will
also provide a forum for community
organizations and agencies to gather
in the Resource Village, which offers
information about the programs
and supports to 2SLGBTQI+ com-
munities throughout the Durham
Region.
For more information about Drag

Queen Storytime, the Fierce and
Fab Mini-Ball and Youth Pride, visit
durham.ca/YouthPrideDurham

All dressed up and ready to read - Drag Queen
storytime comes to library this Saturday



Region not in danger, from page 1
our hometowns."

He said the region and the local
municipalities look forward to
meeting with the facilitators.

Mayor Dave Barton echoed
Henry's comments.
"The Region of Durham is an ex-

cellent partner and service provider
for our Uxbridge residents," he
said. "We have a strong voice at the
region and expect the majority of
services provided at the regional
level to continue. We are always
open to efforts to make our govern-
ments more efficient and look for-
ward to any conversations that may
take place in the future to further

achieve that goal."
Regional councillor Bruce Garrod

said he and the mayor are working
closely with all departments at the
region "to seek ways  to maximize
the return on the portion of prop-
erty taxes that are forwarded to
Durham Region."

Durham Region, and the
province's other regions, was estab-
lished in 1974 by then premier Bill
Davis. Durham relies heavily on
the agriculture sector but is also a
strong performer in the automo-
tive, technology and energy indus-
tries.
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We're a friendly,
welcoming business

group getting together
to build our network of
business connections,
helping each other be

successful. 
uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Across
1. Turkey seasoning
4. Lock site
9. Step follower
12. It's found in banks
13. "La Bohème," e.g.
14. Solitary
15. Woman's secret
16. Express
17. Hardly numerous
18. Takes a break
20. Wine holder
22. Dorothy Parker quality
24. It may be high in the afternoon
25. Clear-cut
29. Kind of bean
33. Monopoly piece
34. Guys
35. Arborist's concern
36. Dismal
37. Looks into
39. ____ Zeppelin (rock group)
41. Place for a ring, of a sort....
42. No longer dirt
45. Comes (to)
49. ___ Ta Be my girl
50. Genies _____ wishes
54. Jazzman
55. Isaac Newton prefix
56. Like a beaver
57. Frozen dessert
58. Stable diet
59. White
60. Morning moisture

Down
1. Lion's warning
2. Drive
3. Some contests
4. Relative
5. Appropriate
6. Mosquito protection or profit?
7. "Who ___ we kidding?"
8. The "L" of XXL
9. Davenport
10. Singles
11. CNN output
19. Blink
21. Type of light
23. Fearful
24. Stretched tight
25. Accomplished
26. Detergent brand
27. On behalf of
28. Highest rating score, often
30. Line made with a compass
31. Dog lover
32. I will
38. Bakery fare
40. Barely beats
42. Encouragement
43. Largest of seven
44. Utter
46. Battery corrosive
47. Athlete's concern
48. Cook by slow boil
51. Moved fast
52. Of yore
53. Recent

e Regional Municipality of
Durham, in co-operation with the
City of Pickering, Town of Whitby,
and townships of Scugog and
Uxbridge, is rehabilitating Lake
Ridge Rd. (Reg. Rd. 23). As part
of the construction, portions of
Lake Ridge Road will be closed
temporarily.
Beginning this week, road recon-

struction work will result in clo-
sures on Lake Ridge Rd. from
north of Concession Rd. 9/Myrtle
Rd. to south of Townline Road in
Pickering, Whitby, and townships
of Scugog and Uxbridge. 

is closure will be in conjunc-
tion to the current road closure on
Lake Ridge Rd. from Townline Rd.
to south of Chalk Lake Rd.
Detour signs will be posted. Driv-

ers are asked to exercise caution for
the safety of pedestrians, cyclists
and work crews. For more infor-
mation about this project, visit
durham.ca/LakeRidgeRoad

More closures planned
for Lake Ridge Rd.
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SERVICES
BLESSED PAWS- DOG WALKING/SITTING
SERVICE (Day of Appointments) Healthy paws,
Happy dogs!             Call/Text: 416- 994-8098 or
email me @ blessedpawz@gmail.com   6/1
BOOKING  FOR SPRING YARD CLEAN UP &
GARDEN PREP Happy Yards is here to help
your gardens shine! We specialize in all garden
services, bush and small tree trimming/
pruning, trail maintenance and chainsaw
services. Call Sean for a consultation, 416-804-
0639.   5/25
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll
love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls
Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  5/25
ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly Lawn
Slide Services. Offering landscaping,
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light equipment
work, snow plowing. NOW HIRING. Email
noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  Instagram:
action_outdoor_services, 647-523-6730.
5/25 
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted Heather
Stewart for 19 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services /
Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
email  hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge 5/25 

DECKS & FENCING Does your deck or fence
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? We
specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is too
small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 years’
experience, 2 year written warranty, free esti-
mates. For all your outside upgrades & proj-
ects, contact RBC Decks. Ron, 437-777-1281.

6/22

WANTED
VINYL RECORD/CD COLLECTIONS. Cash Paid.
Classic Rock, Reggae, 80's Pop, Jazz, Hip Hop,
R&B, Soul, Punk, Blues, Psych, Metal etc. Call
or text Mark, 647-884-1720.   6/8
CRAIG CLIFFORD GARDENING LTD. is looking
for positive team members to come and
garden with us! We specialize in 'Estate Home'
gardening in the GTA. Eye for detail
workmanship. Duties: cutting grass, trimming
grass, hand weeding gardens, raking,
cultivating, pruning with battery and hand
shears. We are forming a new 'North' crew,
depart from Leaskdale area in the mornings
for our northern estates. Applicants must have
a G license. Paid holidays plus benefits. 9
month seasonal full time. Mid to late March to
mid December. We have 2 crew member ($22-
$26/hr) and 1 foreman position ($26-$33/hr),
dependant on experience. We have a shop in
North York (1 position open there with G
license). Email your resumé, phone # and
email contact to cliffordgardening@gmail.com

or cathyclifford@live.com

FOR SALE
MONTGOMERYSHIRE ORCHARD AND
NURSERY has a sale for fruit shrubs & plants
starting this week, May 24. Wed.,  Thurs., Fri.,
10 a.m. - 4 p.m A great selection of Sea
Buckthorn, Haskaps, Saskatoons, raspberries,
strawberries, rhubarb, asparagus, lavender
and more. 820 Durham Rd. 13, Leaskdale. 416-
346-6349.   5/25
POWER RECLINER (lie down and stand up).
Good condition. Beige. Asking $450. Call 705-
228-1191.   5/25
ACORN STAIR LIFT. Two seats and motors. Lots
of track. One section mounted for garage
access. Asking $400. Call 705-228-1191.   5/25
ROCKWOOD MINI LITE 22ft TRAVEL TRAILER
2109S. Excellent condition, winters indoors.
Incl. outdoor carpet 17x8, electric cooler, small
BBQ and more. $16,500 O.B.O. 416-998-6072.

5/25

YARD SALES
GARAGE SALE - Sat., May 27, from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. 231 Maple Street, Uxbridge. Tin toys,
tools, tables and treasures.
SPORTS MEMORABILIA SALE! Saturday, June
3. 77 Russell Barton Lane, Uxbridge. From 8

a.m. to 4 p.m.

EVENTS
SPAGHETTI DINNER - Friday, May 26, 5:30 -
7:30 p.m. Udora Community Hall, 24 Victoria
Rd, Udora. Adults $15, children under 12, $5. 

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“Therefore, with joy shall
ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation.” 

Isa 12:4

416-526-3469
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www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Online Auctions 
Uxbridge Estate & Antique 

Auction 
June 15-22 

  
July - Live Auction 

Uxbridge, ON 
  

Consign to Gillanders today

OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Spring Booking Now   

Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, post rebuild, 
mold, kitchen, bath, basements, 

roofing, demolition, drywall, painting, 
brick gates, ceramics, flooring.  

Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 24/7

The Uxbridge & District Lions are 
conduc ng our annual 

Voluntary Road Toll 
this year at the Zehrs, Walmart, 

LCBO plaza on  
May 26 and 27.  

Our club supports over two 
dozen groups either located  
in or serving our community.  
For those who do not have 
cash or are unable to be there 
on May 26 or 27, you can  
etransfer to 
uxbridgelions@gmail.com 
or visit our website at 
uxbridgelions.com to donate. 
Thank You. 



Roger Varley

One of the oldest organizations in
the township is preparing to resume
operations this week after being se-
verely sidelined by the COVID-19
pandemic.

e Uxbridge Lawn Bowling Club
was established in 1910 and origi-
nally operated out of grounds on
Bascom Street before eventually
moving to its present location next
to the arena. After having play cur-
tailed considerably over the last cou-
ple of years, the club will be
resuming operations with league
play. Mondays and Tuesdays will be
devoted to "pick-up" games and
Wednesdays will be for team events.

Jim Barton, acting president and
greenskeeper, said the club saw its
membership reduced by about half
because of the pandemic. He said the
club continued as best it could dur-
ing the pandemic by modifying the
game, increasing distances between
bowlers and not using the clubhouse,
but that contributed to the decline.
Barton said, however, that life is re-
turning to "normal" and the club is
looking to increase its membership.
He said the club had about 70 mem-
bers a couple of decades ago but now
is down to under 30. He noted, how-
ever, that the club has a new execu-
tive in place and is starting to see
new members.
He said the club has a few compet-

itive players but the majority take up
the sport for the social aspect. He
said the old image of players all clad
in white is no longer applicable.

"Times have changed and whites
are not always mandatory," he said.
Asked if lawn bowling is a game for

old people, Barton said it depended
on a definition of old.

"As soon as you retire, this is some-
thing you should start to do," he
said.
He admitted, however, that it is dif-

ficult to attract youth to the sport.
He said the club had several young
members a few years ago but they left
because of "peer pressure."

Nevertheless, Barton said the club
encourages people to drop by the
clubhouse to learn more about the
sport.
"We want people to come and give

it a try," he said, adding that instruc-

tion and bowling balls are available.
Bowling balls come in a variety of
sizes to fit most hands and there can
be slight differences in the shape of
the balls which affect the ball's cur-
vature as it travels across the green.

Barton said the club's season runs
from May to October, roughly the
same as the golf season, "but it's a lot
cheaper than golf."

11

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

3 Brock Street West

WE HAVE A ‘STEAK’ IN WHAT YOU PUT ON YOUR GRILL -
MAKE SURE IT’S MEAT MERCHANT DELISH!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca
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Sunday, June 4, 2023 
1:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Uxbridge Seniors Centre 
75 Marietta St., Uxbridge

Celebration 
of Life for 
Laurel Wagg

In Loving Memory of our Mothers... 
Jean I. Keller, passed away May 29, 1963 

(60 years ago) 
Kathyleen A. Keller, passed away Jan. 19, 2003 

(20 years ago) 
Helen M. Sanderson, passed away Sept. 3, 2022 

(almost 1 year ago) 
 
In Loving Memory of our Grandmothers... 
Gladys A. Taylor, Ada Z. Smith, Cleo J. Hicks, 
Emma A. Sanderson and Stella Kensey. 
 
We all miss you each and every day. 
Watch over us, we still need you. 
Always in our thoughts, 
Remembered and loved. 
 
Family and Friends

Happy Belated 
Mother’s Day

Lawn bowling club back on the greens
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Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor® 

MultipleListings.ca 
Cell 416-556-0238

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor® 

JudyEsmonde.ca 
Cell 416-677-8709

Marie Persaud 
Realtor® 

MariePersaud.ca 
Cell 416-970-8979

225-Farm W/ 2 Road Frontages 
4 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms 

Full Basement w/ 3 Pc Bath 
2 Staircases to each floor 
2 Kitchens (Main + Upper) 

3 Rental Units Possible

2 + 1 bdrm bungalow, all season sunroom, 
two-tiered deck with gazebo, beautifully 

landscaped, fully fenced yard 
Call Judy today for more info. 

Alyssa Persaud 
Realtor® 

AlyssaPersaud.ca 
Cell 647-232-8979

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 

905-852-4338 
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

Gwen Layton  
Realtor® 

GwenLayton.ca 
Cell 647-991-3276

Stunning 3+1 bed, 3 bath bungalow. 
Situated on quiet family-friendly court. 

Dining room w/o to massive deck.  
Basement w/o to private ravine lot. 

Asking $929,000

Chris Larmer  
Realtor® 

Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 416-500-6377

THINKING OF SELLING? 
We have approved, eager buyers 

searching for their new home in Uxbridge. 
Please feel free to reach out to our team if 

you're thinking of selling.

Shane Coxworth  
Realtor® 

Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 905-903-7965

SPRING IS HERE! 
Selling a home is complicated, especially now in 
a changing market. Call us and we will sit down 
together and review your home's value as well 

as our marketing plan. 

JU
ST 
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D!
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R 

SALE
WANTE
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EE 

CMA
SOLD

Acreage and/or in-town 
properties backing onto trails, 

farms and single-family 
detached.

FO
R 

SALE
WANTE

D

40 Cemetery Road, Uxbridge 
Sold in just 11 days, with multiple offers!  

If you're considering buying or selling 
contact me today!


