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Ontario Securities Commission
Holds Hearing Into First Leaside
by Nancy Melcher
The Ontario Securities Commission's
(OSC) hearing into First Leaside Group
was held last month, starting on June 5th.
The hearing focussed on the company's
operations from the time it received the
viability report from Grant Thornton in
August of 2011 until it voluntarily ceased
trading that November, under pressure
from the OSC. Investment sales during
this period led to the OSC charging First
Leaside's founder David Phillips and senior salesman John Wilson with fraud. The
OSC hearing lasted several weeks. Both
Mr. Phillips and Mr. Wilson testified in
the matter, along with some investors.
The OSC has not yet released their findings from the hearing.
A second hearing, by the Investment
Industry Regulatory Organization of
Canada (IIROC), will be held in the fall.
The IIROC has accused Mr. Phillips and
Mr. Wilson of misleading marketing, misrepresentation of risk, and putting their
own interests ahead of those of their
clients. Both hearings could result in fines
or other sanctions against the pair.
However, investors in First Leaside are not
likely to receive any reimbursements or
financial compensation from these
actions.
The OSC contended that Mr. Phillips
and Mr. Wilson withheld important
information from investors regarding the
future viability of the company.
Yvonne Chisholm, senior counsel for the
OSC, referred to the Grant Thornton
report on the viability of First Leaside
Group. She said sales of the securities
“without disclosing the Grant Thornton
report were dishonest. [Investors] should
not have been put in a position of parting
with their money, in fairly large amounts,
... without knowing those facts.”
In an opposing view, lawyer Alistair
Crawley, who represented the two men,
said he believed the OSC was going too
far in its pursuit of fraud allegations
against Mr. Phillips and Mr. Wilson.
Their position was that the Grant
Thornton report indicated that First
Leaside was still a viable entity, and their
business plan was strong enough to bring
the company back from its poor financial
situation. However, they never got to
prove that, because the OSC shut down
Brianna Hill of Whitby performs a traditional Sword Dance at the Highland First Leaside before they could tell if it was
going to work.
Games in Elgin Park this past weekend, while younger dancers await their turn. For more Highland Games photos,
Mr. Phillips and Mr. Wilson also consee page 11.
Photo by John Cavers.
tended that they were not permitted to
divulge the contents of the Grant
Thornton Report, because First Leaside
was under scrutiny by the OSC. They
believed that because they were being
investigated, they were forbidden to discuss anything related to the investigation,
including the contents of the report.
In an unusual twist, the receiver in
charge of dissolving First Leaside relinquished claims on the real estate properties in Texas. There was an unusual ownership arrangement for these holdings,
and it was determined that the cost of
fighting Mr. Phillips for ownership was
going to be greater than the value that
could be recovered. Mr. Phillips is in
charge of winding down the properties,
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and those proceedings could take three to
five years.
Almost all of the remaining real estate
and other First Leaside assets have been
sold. According to documents filed with
the Ontario Superior Court of Justice,
these fetched about $125 million.
However, outstanding mortgages and
other debts totalled $100 million, leaving
gross proceeds of about $25 million. The
receiver, Grant Thornton Ltd., is in
charge of the company's winding down
and is now looking at all the claims to
determine how to distribute the proceeds
that will remain after costs are covered.
“The receiver anticipates seeking the
court's approval of a manner of distribution as soon as practicable, likely towards
the summer of 2013,” Grant Thornton
said in a statement to the Financial Post.
The type of investment will determine
the payout to individual investors. Those
with a few specific types of mortgage will
be fully reimbursed. Several limited partnerships and securities funds will not
return any of the investment. Investors in
select partnerships and funds will get
something between six and thirty-four
cents back for each dollar invested.
Closer to home, the foundations of the
building that was to be the head offices of
First Leaside Group remain at the corner
of Brock Street west and Victoria Drive.
The current owners, The Structural
Group, are looking for buyers.
Jim Grieg, President and VP of Finance,
says, “I wish I could give you positive
news, but we are not getting any interest
in any type of development plans.”
At the Township office, there have been
some enquiries, and preliminary interest
shown. However, there are no proposals
for any new development.
Brian Pigozzo, in the Building and
Planning Department, said, “There is still
a valid building permit for the site. After
sitting for so long, it would need an engineering study on the structural stability of
the foundation before construction could
resume.”
He went on to say the existing foundation might be redesigned into a different
building, or what's there could be filled in
and a new project begun at ground level.
Unless there are significant complaints
about the property as it is now, there are
no plans for the Township to take any
action. Water is periodically pumped out
of the hole, but that's all that is happening
at the corner of Brock and Victoria.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for August
Monday, August 12th
COUNCIL

9:30 a.m.

Monday, August 12th
Public Planning Meeting
ZBA 2013-06 - Brooks Farms
7:00 p.m.

UXBRIDGE ARENA
PRO SHOP
TENDER U13-31

Tenders for this three (3) year term are
available for pick up at the Municipal
Offices.

Request for Quotation
Lodge Hall Paint and
Restoration
Uxbridge Historical
Centre

at participating BIA businesses
(look for the orange KEEP CALM sign
in the window)

www.uxbridgebia.com

Quote NO. Q13-09

Scope of Work: Paint the
exterior of the Lodge Hall in its
existing Heritage colours and
replacement of 25
deteriorating boards
(to match existing boards).
Quotes may be picked up at
the Municipal Office.
Quotes will be received until
August 6th, at
2:00 p.m. by Debbie Leroux,
Clerk
Lowest or any quote not necessarily accepted

UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE
UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug. 10, 10 a.m.: Settler for a Day
Children's Program (Pre-register,
$10)
Aug 24 & 25: 42nd Annual
Heritage Days - The Good Olde
Days!
Ongoing - New Exhibit!
Freemasonry: A History Hidden
in Plain Sight
Tours of the museum's 10 heritage
buildings take place Wed. to Sunday &
holidays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
more information about our programs
and events, please contact the museum.
We are always looking for more volunteers! If you would like to help out at the
museum, please contact us.
7239 Concession Rd. 6
905-852-5854

www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Tenders will be received until Friday,
August 2, 2013 at 11:00 a.m.
by Debbie Leroux, Clerk

TUESDAYS
ARE SENIORS
DAYS!
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REGISTRATION FAIR
September 11, 2013
Uxbridge Arena and Community Centre
Registration under one roof for all
sports, organizations!

PEARLS & LACE
CRAFT SHOW
November 2, 2013
Goodwood Community Centre

NATIONAL GIRL’S NIGHT
October 11, 2013
Goodwood Community Centre
Need young ladies to assist with
ideas for the evening.
For information on any of the above
events, contact Bev Northeast at 905640-3966, bnortheast@powergate.ca

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program
Director,
Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24

Pamela

HOLIDAYS are here…COOL classes
and fun events will be offered EVERY
day,for grade as entering in September.
For more information call Pam or Taylor
at the library. Payment for ALL programs, in person, by cash or cheque, at
time of pre-registration. SPACES LIMITED so SIGN-UP now !
WEEK 6:
~Tues., Aug. 6: Grds. Jk-Sk, 2 - 3:00
p.m. 'All Aboard' Clickety clack along
the track…lots of activities all about
trains! Cost: $3.50.
~Thurs., Aug. 8: Grds. 1-2, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
'Ship Shape' Canoes to cargo ships
take us on a journey, as we learn how
to 'float your boat'! Cost: $4.00.
~Thurs., Aug. 8: Grds. 6-8, 6:30 - 8:30
p.m. SE@TL (Senior Elementary @
the Library) 'Photoshop Workshop'
Learn to edit pictures like a pro! Sign up
soon! Cost: $2.00

MAUD OF LEASKDALE: Experience
this remarkable performance at the historic Leaskdale Church, Thursday
evenings & Sat.-Sun. matinees. Also,
Wednesday 'Afternoon Teas' are being
featured weekly, which include a five course luncheon, followed by an intriguing line-up of entertainment, all pertinent to Lucy's life. Check out the
display here at the library, with more
details available regarding these
engaging
summer
outings
in
Leaskdale. There is a strong connection with L. M. Montgomery and the
Uxbridge Library, in that she was a
member of the Uxbridge Hypatia Club,
a non-fiction reading group formed 105
years ago, and still going strong!

The Splash Pad located
at 291 Brock St. West
(Arena grounds) will
open on August 2.

BABYSITTER TRAINING: Wed., Aug.
7 & Thurs., Aug. 8, 9:30 a.m-12:30 p.m.
both days. Canadian Red Cross
Course for students entering Grds. 6 &
up. Basic first aid, some C.P.R., care
and responsibility for young children, or
for kids just home on their own.
Certificate and guidebook to keep.
Snacks provided. Cost: $75.00,
spaces limited.
HAVING A BLAST: While laughing
and playing games, comedian
Jacquie Hermans will help kids let go of
those fears that hold them back, get
past worrying about what others think,
and learn the steps to take for dealing
with whatever life throws them. Series
of improvs to run AUGUST 12-16;
10:00 a.m.- noon. Cost: $110.00/session, or drop-in for $25.00/day. REGISTER at the UXBRIDGE YOUTH CENTRE, 905-862-3456 or www.lightnup.ca
for more information about Jacquie's
programs.
SUMMER DAY CAMP: Aug. 19 - 23,
8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., Grds. 1-4.
Camp includes creative activities,
crafts, teamwork skills, laptop training,
games galore, and a swim at Uxpool.
Students bring along their own lunch
and snacks. A great full week camp
experience! Cost: $100.00/child, with
early pick-up at 8:00 a.m., and later
pick-up at 5:00 p.m. available. (kids
entering Grd. 5 welcome as well)

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

The hours of operation
are 9:00 a.m. to
9:00 p.m.

Volunteers
Wanted
Want to make a difference
in the lives of hundreds of
animals in UxbridgeScugog?
Then get involved with the
New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog
We are looking for:
~Treasurer
~Bookkeeper
~Members for our
Fundraising Committee
~Members for our
Communications and
Marketing Committee

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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A Cup of Coffee... with Anne Webb
by Roger Varley

(After seeing a picture of the Ladybeat
drum circle in Elgin Park on the front
page of The Cosmos a couple of weeks ago,
out interest was piqued. Figuring others
would like to know more about the group
and its leader, we invited Anne Webb to
join us for a cup of coffee.)
Let's start with the photograph, Anne.
Did that picture generate any interest in
your group? Did you receive any calls?
Only one. I had an e-mail from someone who was very keen to know what
was going on and she said: "I always
wanted to get into this drumming and
count me in for September."
But there was lots of surprise from the
community generally. Some people
know about Ladybeat, others don't. It's
growing through word of mouth. We
put our start-up dates in The Cosmos in
the What's On section.
And the name is . . . ?
Ladybeat. Just Ladybeat. It's an allwomen's group, which was a surprise to
me when I first formed it and it was all
women that came out.
When and how did the group start?
In 2007, I took a drum leadership
course with Ron Cross. He's the person
that initiated the extra-curricular drum
clubs in the public schools locally and
has been running them ever since. I was
interested in bringing drumming into
the curriculum that I deliver at the
Montessori school. I'm the music
teacher there for Grades one to eight. So
I took a drum leadership program, but
I also had this idea that I'd like to see if
a drum circle in this community of
Uxbridge would fly, because I've been
hearing from a lot of parents that they
are thrilled to see their kids involved in
this program, but they're itching to get
their fingers on the drum skin too, and
there wasn't anything for adults. So I
had that idea in the back of my mind,
and at that time I was eager to make
more contact with adults in the community, because I was very engaged
with children all the time.
So there was a lot of motivation there
personally. So when I advertised it in
early September of 2007, I had a great
group of women come out. I put it out
there as a mixed idea and was expecting
a mixed response, but it was all women
that responded. And I shouldn't have
been surprised because women have
been very connected with percussion
since ancient times, and that's a forgotten or little known fact. Many, many
artifacts dug up are women holding
drums and tambourines. It's interesting
that that underlying desire is still there.
Let's get a few details first. How many
women do you have in the group now?
At the moment I think we have 20
women.
How often do you meet?
Once a week. We've been meeting
Monday evenings, this year at Trinity
Church in the Friendship Hall.
Currently, we're looking for a new location because Trinity needs their space
this fall. We need a large open space
where they don't mind the volume that
we can create sometimes. When 20
women get together and they're beating
their hearts out, it can be delightful but
loud.
Is Ladybeat primarily a performing
group or a social group?

We have performed. We've done some
evenings up at the Cruise-in (the weekly antique car show at the arena), we did
a fundraiser one year in Beaverton for
Grandmothers for Grandmothers,
which is part of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation, we've done a 60th birthday party. But people don't come to
Ladybeat with the idea that they want
to be out there. They come together to
learn, to do something musical, rhythmic, to explore rhythm and for the
social aspect.
So it is basically a social group?
Yes. And we're willing to share it with
the community as and when those
opportunities arise.
Is it all drums or are there other things
going on there?
We have other small unpitched percussion - rattles, shakers, sliders - and we
have just purchased a marimba, so
that's going to be new territory that
we're going to move into in the coming
year.
If I understand correctly, native drum
circles are very much a spiritual thing. Is
there an aspect of spirituality to your
drum circle?
No, there isn't, not in the sense of the
native drum circles. There's definitely a
feeling of connection: people are looking for a point of connection with others in the community and they find that
in the drum circle.
The act of drumming is very conversational. People think of musicians as
having something to say: in the drum
circle, it's a shared thing. It's a conversation going on together. There is room
for individual improvisation and, therefore, individual expression, but it's very
definitely about coming together as one
united group. There can be many
rhythms going on and lots of texture
and interweaving of parts, but it is very
much about unity. If you’re talking
about the spiritual aspect, that's what
people are looking for.
When Ladybeat gets together, are there
set pieces or is it all improvisational?
We have both. We play some traditional African rhythms and then we
sometimes mix those with our own
original material that we put together,
and sometimes we use all our own original material. So it can be an odd mix
and that's where it's fun. There's a
desire to explore more world rhythms,
but we haven't got there yet.
The drums that showed in the photograph: are they all African drums?
They are.
How did you come by those and why that
particular drum?
The djembe drum, which comes from
Ghana, a really good drum-making
nation, have a lot of sound on the surface. You can do a lot of things with
them. They carry far, they're easy to
play, they're a good drum to assimilate
people into the whole feel of it. There is
a drum importer and drum maker up
just near Sutton, who brings skins over,
fully made drums over and components
over, and he also makes his own drums,
all different.
Do you have other types of drums than
the ones shown in the photograph?
We have some larger drums - they're
actually the foundational drums for a
drum circle - but they weren't in that
photograph in the park. They're very
large and to transport those around we
have to know that we're going to use
them that day. But if anyone had come
around that evening and wanted to try
it out, we had a drum available for

them. We always have extra drums
available for those who don't own one
and then, as people become addicted, if
you like, they end up getting their own.
How many drums do you own right
now?
Personally, I only own one, but I have
access to a lot of drums.
We began our circle using space at
Living Water Community Church, and
the church actually purchased drums to
use in their Sunday School program. I
was part of that, and I was teaching, so
they have allowed our group to use
those drums, which is helpful. And
then the circle uses its fees - which are
very low - to purchase drums and

instruments so that we can always have
some available. We're non-profit, so we
use out fees to purchase drums and pay
rent.
All the drums in the photo: do they have
different pitches or sounds or are they all
the same?
Yes, each drum actually has its own
voice. Each skin is a different thickness
and each base is a different thickness
and a different type of wood. When
they are tuned well, they will all sound
really good together.
With the African rhythm, the African
beat, there is something rather primordial.
Is that part of the appeal, that they touch
something basic in us?
I think it's the drums. I think African
beats are quite accessible, so we think of
that driving beat that we hear, but I
think it's the sound of the drum. It's so
ancient, it stirs something within us.
Is it therapeutic as well?
Indeed. We had a young mom bring a
new-born baby to our circle and we
placed the baby in the centre of the circle. I don't understand the physics of it
and I won't pretend to, but there is a
point in the centre of the circle where it
is very harmonious in the middle. That
baby was sound asleep and when we
stopped drumming the baby woke up
and cried. When we began drumming
again, the baby relaxed and went back
to sleep. It is very relaxing. Someone
compared it to the way they feel at yoga.
Talking about African rhythms. Did your

THANK YOU
Many thanks to my family and
friends who came to celebrate
or sent Best Wishes on my
95th birthday.
Your presence and kind wishes
made my birthday a very
special and memorable
occassion.

Margaret Barton

son Ted's activities in Africa with Africycle
have any influence on you in that regard?
Actually, it didn't have anything to do
with it, because I had some prior drum
training in my teacher training. We got
involved in our little African areas quite
independently.
Have you ever been to Africa?
I would love to go, but when Africycle
was growing up, which was literally in
our own back yard, we were so busy on
the ground here. Our backyard was full
of bicycles and it was so colourful. I still
miss it. But there was enough for me to
do on the ground helping out that I
never really saw that I had a place to
help out over there. But I'd love one day
to go and see the work, because it is still
a growing work.
In Ladybeat, is there a typical member or
is it all ages, all backgrounds?
It is, and that's what I enjoy so much.
It's such an elemental thing, drumming: it seems to draw everybody.
Whoever has the time and social interest to do it and the willingness to
explore. At the moment, I think all the
women in the circle are between 30 and
who knows. We have had women in
their 20s but often their families are
growing so quickly at that age that they
can’t sustain the commitment for very
long. But we are open to all ages of
adult women.
Why no men?
For a few years we were open to men
- we had some inquiries - but it seems
when they found out what we were
doing they didn't want to join. I don't
know whether it was the creative component - maybe they didn't think
they'd fit there with a bunch of women
making up their own things - or perhaps they were looking for hard-core
traditional African rhythms all the time.
I really don't know. After a while, the
women got used to the women's social
aspect to it and really began to feel free
with that, both musically and socially,
and decided this particular group is
about women so we have decided we
will keep it that way.

We already talked about the circle being
a social group but do you see the time
when Ladybeat will focus primarily on
performing? It seems to me you have something to offer here that is different.
I don’t think it would be our primary
focus, but I do think that we have
members in the circle that are very open
and willing to use what we have for the
community, and I would like to see that
happen very much. Yes, I do think we
have something to share and I do
believe, as a music teacher, in sharing
music, whatever it is.
Actually, we had an invitation to play
at the Fall Fair this year, but since we've
only been together since January - (the
group took a two-year hiatus because of
Mrs. Webb's family commitments) and we have a lot of new faces, I
thought that was a little premature.
This is a very fresh start for a lot of
people and a brand new start for most
of the group. We had old faces return
but it was predominantly new faces
who had never drummed before. But I
did suggest they contact us again for
next year.
We also had another invitation for a
fundraiser, again for the Stephen Lewis
Foundation. We would be very open to
being active in the community: we just
need time for the group to mature.
After your weekly meetings, do the
Ladybeat members have to go home with
pieces to practice?
There's no homework but inevitably
people become hooked and they want
to purchase their own drums and they
end up playing during the week, so it
allows us to grow that much faster.
Anne, thank you.
Thank you.

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Sara Penttilä Finlay

Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward
to continuing to serve our current and future clients.
Call us to help with all aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976
cosmossara@powergate.ca
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our two cents
Newspapers are a forum to speak
Earlier this week a woman came into the office here at 38 Toronto Street North, set a pile of well-worn
papers on the counter and firmly pointed out that she had taken issue with some of the things that a popular columnist in the paper had said some weeks previous. It would have been easy enough to take the
woman’s name down and pass along the comments to the writer - we enjoy getting feedback to what we
do, positive or negative, because it confirms that someone did indeed read our words, and that we evoked
some sort of a response in the individual.
Once this woman had stated her case against said columnist, however, she proceeded to launch into a full
on attack of the media in general, and how it had destroyed her life (along with several big-name families going back hundreds of years). The interview got more than a little off-topic (the pope was involved
at one point), and by the time she left, it was difficult to ascertain what exactly she had come in for. She
had no letter for the editor. No constructive criticism for the paper, or the columnist. Just a rant about how
the world had attacked her and her family, and how it was all simply intolerable.
Some of her comments were justified, and it was easy to agree with the points she made. Eventually, she
scooped up her pile of papers, and swept out the door without so much as a good-bye or thank you for
your time. Those of us left in the room - there had been other people walk through the office door while
she stood on her soapbox - stood looking at one another blankly, wondering what exactly had just happened.
It would have been perfect if she had been able to put her rant into words. A large portion of it would
have made for a great Letter to the Editor. Editors like letters. They don’t like people walking in the door
and dumping their mental and emotional baggage on the counter and leaving. Editors are word people,
not therapists. It is tempting to say “not soap-box suppliers” either, but this wouldn’t be true. For really,
that’s exactly what they should be. There’s a whole section of almost every newspaper in the western world
devoted to the opportunity for people to mount any soap-box of their choosing and have their say. So why
aren’t more people taking this opportunity? There is only one Letter to the Editor in this week’s Cosmos.
Either the world has become a very boring place, Uxbridge has become a very boring place, or absolutely
no one out there feels strongly about absolutely anything at all. How sad.
Is it because it’s easier just to advertise your thoughts and feelings on Facebook? Is it because it’s easier
to type 140 characters and Tweet something, rather than exercise the ol’ grey matter and write full sentences?
Newspapers run a dangerous risk of becoming obsolete in today’s world - technology seems to want to
out-pace the printed word on paper and render it antique. Yet so many people tell us that they love getting the newspaper and look forward to receiving it every week. The Uxbridge Cosmos wants this feeling
to continue, and to grow. Help make it your community newspaper. We all know it’s the only paper in town
that is truly local in every sense of the word. Now it’s inviting you to get more involved. If you have story
ideas, call or email us with them. If you’ve taken a really spectacular photograph and want to share it,
show it to us. If you have a bone to pick about something, write it down and send it in. Let Uxbridge know
what Uxbridge is about.
If holding newsprint in your hand just isn’t for you, though, then check out the web site (see below). We’re
going to ramp things up online, and make everything a little more interactive. Look for more pictures from
events that have occurred in the township. If your hard copy has already found its way to the recycling bin,
and you want to know what time Maud starts up in Leaskdale, then get online to the Cosmos - it’s all right
there.
Over the next few weeks, also watch for an exciting little tidbit that will entice you to let us know what
you think about the paper, and to inform us of what you would like to see more of, less of, change up a
little, change up a lot, etc. Keep an eye out for that.
We said, when the paper changed hands at the beginning of July, that we weren’t going to make sweeping changes. And we’re not. As the saying goes, don’t fix what ain’t broke. But The Uxbridge Cosmos is
named after the Township of Uxbridge’s official flower, and flowers grow and blossom. We want the Cosmos
to grow and blossom too, and we want to do it with your input.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Sales Manager

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sara Finlay

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
I have no idea if this letter will make
a difference or not but I cannot
think of any other way to appeal to
those who are driving trucks and
cars through the hamlet of
Goodwood on Hwy. 47 and
Durham 21. After all, my
Goodwood column every month
hasn't made any difference asking
drivers to slow down.
I am repeatedly hearing from residents the speed of traffic has
increased along with the volume of
traffic on all roads, not just the two
highways listed here. Which are
accidents waiting to happen.
I also live on Hwy. 47 and I can
certainly confirm the traffic volumes have increased, but so has the
speed in which traffic is travelling
through Goodwood and on
Durham 21.
So here is my plea.
Please, if you are driving a truck or
a car on Hwy. 47 or Durham 21,
then please show respect for those
living on these highways and drive
at the speed limit.
When you speed you increase the
noise from the traffic and also jeopardize our children and pets that
just might (as all children & pets
have been known to do) dart out
onto the road to retrieve a ball or
said pet.
All we ask is that you drive on the

roads as you would expect others to
drive past your home.
Thank you for reading this. Are
you going to make a difference and
slow down? Your family might
appreciate it.
(Thank you to the Police for coming out on Thursday and assisting
us in trying to get our message out
SLOW DOWN, Show respect for
others.)
Bev Northeast
Goodwood
With due respect to Mr. Nitschke
and his eloquent letter last week, I
won’t be putting a “Land over
Landings” sign at the bottom of my
driveway anytime soon. Nor is the
strength of my opposition to the
proposed Pickering airport so vehement as his.
1. Anyone who has moved to this
area in the past three or four
decades has been, or should have
been, well aware of the possibility of
a Pickering airport. The general layout for the airport, runways, and
approaches has been available for
years. To complain about the fact
that it might actually be moving
forward is churlish unless, perhaps,
you are one of those unfortunate
few forced out of your home in the
early 70s. For the rest of us, it
strikes me as NIMBY-ism.

2. I do not dispute the fact that the
lands in question may be the “best
farmlands that we still have left” but
I question whether there is any realistic chance that these will magically revert to bucolic pasture should
the plans for the airport disappear
overnight. These lands border the
407. Do you really think they will
be more valuable as crop land than
as industrial or residential property?
In so far as these lands reverting to
their use of 40 years ago, I’d suggest
that that particular plane has left
the runway…
I do not want to entirely discredit
Mr. Nitschke arguments. There is
certainly cause for us to push back
on the sketchy economic rationale
behind the airport plans, as well as
the safety concerns (which I had not
thought about). I think it’s important to choose our battles a bit more
wisely, however.
I don’t think we need to roll over
and accept the inevitability of the
airport, but if all we can muster are
the same hoary old arguments, the
airport opposition will be consigned
to the margins of any meaningful
debate.
Dr. Jonathan Hare
Goodwood

Just shoot us. . .

Rogers TV
films an
episode about
shopping in
Uxbridge at
the corner of
Brock St. West
and Church St.
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the barris beat

stemp’s stew
column by Harry Stemp

column by Ted Barris

Curious

A prince by any other name

Are you the curious type? I think I have been curious since the day I was born. Don’t confuse that
with being nosy. That is one habit in others that drives me nuts, and I tend to either ignore people
like that or, on occasion, when I have a streak of impishness, I will feed those people false stories and watch how long it takes to get
back to me. As time goes by it`s interesting to discover that the rumour bears little resemblance to what I said in the first place. I have
many interesting stories in my repertoire, one even involving Mayor O’Connor when she was about 12-years old which backfired, and
I received a scolding from my future mother-in-law. However that will keep for another ‘Stew’. This will probably drive Gerri Lynn
nuts.
Whenever I see something puzzling or out of the ordinary I just have to know the circumstances surrounding the event. A good
example arose this past weekend when I watched the millions of Roman Catholics welcome Pope Francis as he made a return visit to
Brazil, his home continent. The people went crazy as they greeted the first Latin American pope, who ended his visit with a mass on
the famous Copacabana Beach. A beautiful beach, but I much preferred my visit when the beach held a few thousand swimmers and
sunbathers and not 3 million screaming fans.
First thing that came to mind is, what happens if you are in the middle of this ‘mass’ of screaming people and you have to go to
the bathroom? To me that would present a major dilemma. By the time you fought your way to the closest porta-potty it would, in
all probability, have a lineup a mile long and by then it would be too late. Don’t even want to think of what could happen if you were
suffering the ‘runs’. I`m not that curious. But my curiosity was solved when I read a report that “the stench of garbage and human
waste hung in the air, and the beach and adjoining sidewalks were strewn with trampled cardboard, plastic bags, empty water bottles and cookie wrappers.” Not for me, and I sure have empathy for those who were celebrating honeymoons or anniversaries, and
a day on the famous Copacabana Beach was to be a highlight of their once-in-a-lifetime holiday. Sad! But my curiosity of bathroom
habits in a crowd of 3 million people was solved and I hope everyone enjoyed themselves. But I`m sure glad I wasn’t there.
There could be some positive things coming from huge crowds gathering after I read an article proclaiming that scientists in the U.K.
say they've managed to power a cell phone using urine. If you were in the middle of those millions gathered in Rio you wouldn’t
have to worry about losing cell phone power. Speaking from a male perspective, I would hope it wouldn’t upset those around you if
you whipped it out and recharged the phone. It would also bring a positive attitude when you heard someone was "peed" off at their
devices, but they weren’t complaining. A report says British scientists at the Bristol Robotics Laboratory have developed a way to
charge a phone with human waste. They said a phone they charged with bacteria and urine had enough juice, so to speak, to send
text messages and browse the Internet. A video from the laboratory shows a jar of human urine on a desk with a tube pumping it
into the fuel cells.
This isn’t really a new idea, as others have designed ways to use human waste as power in recent years. For example, engineer
Caitlyn Butler at the University of Massachusetts designed a latrine that could help light an African village and provide compost for
farm fields at the same time. The scientists working on the mobile phone battery said they're planning to further develop the technology, hoping that one day bringing a cell phone to the bathroom will have an entirely new meaning. Don’t forget to wash your
hands.
-------------------------------Wow! If there is an afterlife then I want to come back as a federal or provincial politician and, in particular, become Mayor of
Montreal. With all the scandals that have been going on in that beautiful city they certainly show charisma and generosity when it
comes to heaving their leader out of office. The latest is Mayor Michael Applebaum, who was brought in to replace the then sitting
Mayor, who is charged with municipal corruption and graft. Applebaum was brought in to clean up this corrupt mess that seems to
surround life at Montreal City Hall. His appointment was cheered by the weary taxpayers. Incidentally, Applebaum held the distinction of being the first anglophone mayor in 100 years.
But it didn’t take long for police to accuse Applebaum of being on the take just like his predecessor, and he was given the heave ho
and faces criminal charges. But don`t feel sorry, as they won’t be holding any tag days for Applebaum. As he left office he walked
away with a severance package totalling $267,923, and city officials say Applebaum was entitled to the severance pay under provincial law — and that no rules exist that would have allowed authorities to withhold it.
"Nothing allows the refusal of payment of departure and transitional allowance to Mr. Applebaum," said an email from city hall.
"Neither the reason given for his departure nor the charges against him have an effect on his rights under the pension plan for elected municipal officials”.
So there you have it, folks. No doubt there is one set of rules for the ordinary working stiff and another for those in public office.
Applebaum gets this handsome bonus even though he now faces 14 charges, including fraud, conspiracy, breach of trust, and corruption in municipal affairs. Seems to me there is a saying that ‘crime does not pay’. The way tax dollars have been thrown around by
the late McGuinty government – the hydro plant scandal being just one, the following coverup and destroying of documents another - is it any wonder that most Canadians feel this only applies to the working stiff and not those in high places. And the sad part is
that those in power lie through their teeth and move on with their lives unscathed. Only in public office you say - pity!
--------------------------------Great to see our local young people performing on the stage at the Ribfest, and even more pleasing to realize that there is a good
chance they will realize their dream of having a successful music career. Leah Daniels has worked hard and has seen her career blossom, and now Julien Kelland is starting to be recognized not just in her hometown of Uxbridge but in neighbouring communities as
well. Julien has a busy schedule ahead of her and you can catch her at Stouffville RibFest on August 10th, Silver Spurs Bar in Woodville
on August 31. Julien’s biggest show comes on September 6th at the Orono Fair, when she will open for Canadian country band ‘Doc
Walker`. As proud Dad, Mike Kelland, said, “We just couldn’t believe they called Julien and asked her to open for them”.
Julien will also be at Uxbridge Fall Fair on September 7th.
Break a leg Julien – you have a whole community rootin` for you.

Everybody was buzzing about it. There had been a new arrival. We knew it was a boy. But
nobody knew what he would be called. We were all breathless with speculation. Then, after a couple of days, we saw the announcement from the parents on social media.
“All right,” the mother said by text. “It's official. Tell the press and the paparazzi. We have a name…”
Oh, did I neglect to mention that last Wednesday evening, our daughter Whitney Ross-Barris gave birth to a seven-pound-twoounce boy? I'm sorry. Were you thinking the “new arrival” last week was Prince George Alexander Louis of Cambridge? Actually,
no. You see, two days after that other baby was born in London, England, our daughter and son-in-law Ian announced the birth of
their son - a brother to Coen - in Toronto, Ontario. And like the new House of Windsor baby, the new Ross-Barris baby didn't have
a name for about 48 hours. But late on Friday, the announcement came through.
“From this day forth,” Whit told us, “the baby will be called Huxley Duncan Ross-Barris!”
As it turned out, in the case of our new arrival, there were some additional similarities to the Royal arrival. The Canadian parents had thought long and hard about the naming of their newborn boy, much as Kate and William had. They considered names
from their families' past. They pondered their own experience together. They even considered some history. And so, the Royals
came up with George (after Elizabeth's father), Alexander (perhaps after Elizabeth's middle name) and Louis (after Louis
Mountbatten, Prince Charles' great uncle). Meanwhile, the Ross-Barris parents came up with Huxley (after T. H. Huxley) and
Duncan (after Ian's grandfather).
And there may be more to the naming of our new grandson than perhaps was the case for the new Prince George across the
pond… although the pond is actually involved. Contained in our daughter's unique explanation of the naming of their son,
Whitney recalled during her association with Ian, before they were married, that he needed to return to England to await the processing of his landed immigrant papers. Consequently, they were apart for sometime while the Canadian Department of
Immigration examined his application to reside in Canada. It turned out that a difficult, but required, separation had kept British
biologist T. H. Huxley from his betrothed back in the 19th century.
A naturalist in his own right, Huxley was largely self-taught in the study of invertebrates, fish, birds and mammals. At the age
of 20 he passed medical exams at the University of London (1845), but was too young to enrol in the College of Surgeons, so
became a surgeon's mate aboard HMS Rattlesnake on a voyage of exploration and discovery to Australia. His observations and
writings drew him closer to the science of “development theory,” as the Charles Darwin thesis of “evolution” was originally known.
During his work and travels in Sydney, Australia, he met an English émigrée, Henrietta Anne Heathorn. However, the demands of
his career and journey meant theirs was a long-distance relationship.
Eventually, convinced by the writings of Darwin (On the Origin of Species) and his own research that humankind had evolved
from other species, Huxley joined his contemporary in celebrated debates that challenged the pro-creationist theories of the late
19th century. Journalists and the public of the day nicknamed Huxley, “Darwin's bulldog.” In an extraordinary exchange between
Huxley and Samuel Wilberforce, bishop with the Church of England, in June 1860, the religious leader slammed the known “agnostic;” (Huxley had actually coined the term).
“[Are you] descended from an ape on your mother's side or your father's side,” Wilberforce jibed.
“[I] would rather be descended from an ape,” Huxley retorted, “than a man who misused his great talents to suppress debate.”
Eventually, Huxley caught up with his lady love from Australia and they were married in Britain in 1855. They had five daughters and three sons. I don't know how much of the historic T. H. Huxley's life our children expect of their contemporary Huxley.
That's up to them.
These days, most modern couples tend to flip through books or surf the internet to come up with a newborn's name. A study from
a U.S. website indicates more than half of parents today find it easier to name a girl than a boy. Parents deciding a girl's name
want the name to reflect individuality and femininity, while those deciding a boy's name think it should convey strength. I know
when we considered names for our daughters we flipped through books, soul searched for names in our own parents' past and
even made lists on paper before deciding.
I think it's refreshing that Huxley's parents have considered their own experience and a strong dash of history before bestowing
a name on their son. As for his grandmother and grandfather, we're just glad he's here and that the paparazzi have kept their
distance from the new prince in our lives.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Teens initiate innovative program geared towards seniors
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Senior citizens in Uxbridge are about to
have the time of their lives. Or at least
they will if Alisha and Natasha Nanji
have their way about it.
The twin sisters are embarking on an
ambitious venture by starting
“Exploring Horizons.” The posters can
be seen all over town, and are generating
a fair amount of interest. Yet the masterminds behind the program haven’t really been much in the public eye.
That’s because they’ve been in summer
school.
“We just finished our Grade 10 physics
course today. We didn’t need to redo it
or anything, we just wanted to get
ahead,” says Natasha.
“We each have a 95% average, so it was
just good to go for it and get it done.”
Alisha and Natasha are just 16 years
old, and have started Exploring
Horizons to exclusively serve the senior

community in Uxbridge. A registered
non-profit organization, Exploring
Horizons endeavours to provide funfilled and engaging activities for seniors
once a month.
Why would two teenage girls want to
give one Saturday a month to hanging
out with senior citizens?
“My sister and I have accumulated over
500 volunteer hours,” says Natasha.
“We’ve done everything - we helped
teach kids in grades 4 - 6, we helped in
soup kitchens, we did all kinds of
things. But it was helping with seniors
that really impacted us the most. Seniors
are often the most neglected group, and
we just want to give back to the community and help out in any way we can.
You have to get 40 volunteer hours to
graduate from high school, but to us it’s
not a matter of checking the hours. We
just do it becaue we love to help.”
Alisha and Natasha live in Markham,
but used to live in Uxbridge, and felt
that this was just the
community
that
could use something
like
Exploring
Horizons.
Each Saturday will
be called a session,
with each session
lasting from 10:00
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The four and a half
hours will be filled
with activities - the
first session, scheduled
for
this

Saturday, August 3, will feature a chair
yoga instructor, bingo, entertainment
(rumour has it that it will feature upand-coming singer Julien Kelland), a
free lunch, and informative seminars
with local professionals, with a focus on
the needs of the senior community. In
the future, these professionals will
include pharmacists, a dentist (the girls’
father is Dr. Karim Nanji in the
Uxbridge
Dental
Centre),
an
optometrist, and a massage therapist.
All the professionals who have signed
on so far are donating their time to the
cause.
Snacks will also be provided during the
session, and each attendee will go home
with a “Goody” bag that contains lots of
relevant information and coupons, to be
used here in Uxbridge.
For now, the sessions will occur just
one Saturday a month, especially while
the girls attend school.
“We’re going to have to be super organized once school comes,” laughs
Natasha.
It’s important to note that there is no
cost to participants, nor is there any
expectation of membership.
“We’re both a little nervous about the
first session,” says Natasha, “but we’re
really excited. We’ve already got quite a
few people signed up, and we’re hoping
that they’ll tell their friends and that
they’ll all want to come out, too.
The poster to the right has all the
details for registration for this Saturday’s
inaugural session.

IT’S FINALLY OPEN!!
Kids have a blast
playing in the the
water jets and
spraying mists at the
splash pad, by the
Uxbridge Arena on
Brock Street. Starting
August 2, the splash
pad will be open daily
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

A BABY BOY!

Lots of fresh
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!
He’s finally here,
He finally came
It took us forever
To think of a name

KAI EVAN BANH
Born on July 24, 2013,
at 9:22 am
Birth Weight: 7 lbs, 11 oz
Length: 52 cm

Proud Parents:
DR MICHAEL BANH &
MICHELLE LEE

Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
For more
information call
Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Buy fresh, buy local! Our 12th Season!

online at
www.thecosmos.ca
Check us out!
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SKATING TOWARDS SOCHI...IN AUGUST
by Nancy Melcher
For a small town, Uxbridge has had its
share of Olympians. Last year, Jessica
Phoenix represented Canada in
London, riding her horse Exponential
in the Eventing competition. Chris
Begg pitched for Team Canada at the
2008 Beijing Olympics, as well as the
World Championships in 2006 and
2009.
Now another young athlete from
Uxbridge is a rising star on the Olympic
qualifying stage, with his sights set
firmly on being part of Team Canada at
the 2014 Sochi Olympics next
February.
Martin Corbett started speed skating
when he was 11 years old, as an alternative to playing competitive hockey.
He finished high school in 2009, then
moved west to attend the University of
Calgary, studying towards a degree in
psychology. The legacy of the 1988
Calgary Olympics and the 2010
Vancouver Games are arenas with
Olympic-sized ice surfaces. Calgary is
the official training centre for Speed

Skating Canada, and Martin is doing
his very best to qualify for a place on
the speed skating team.

His training regimen is more than a
full-time job. He does two workouts a
day, six days a week, every week.
Training involves a variety of activities,
including both long- and short-track
skating, lifting weights, dry-land train-

ARE YOU Common
IN PAIN?
tissues that

Do you have chronic pain anywhere in
your body? Have you tried many forms of
treatment without success? Is the pain
worsening in frequency, intensity or
duration? Are you worried about the
long-term side effects of pain medication?
Did you answer yes to any of these questions? If so, then Pain Neutralization
Technique may be just what you need.
As the name implies, this innovative
treatment neutralizes and eliminates pain
at its source using recently discovered
neurological reflexes.
It is effective for:
•headaches
•neck pain
•shoulder and arm pain
•hip and leg pain
•arthritic joints
•low back pain
•foot and ankle pain
•pain over old fracture sites
and many other pains.
How does the Pain Neutralization
Technique work? This amazingly useful
treatment has two steps. The first step is
to confirm or recreate the source of the
pain with
a thoro u g h
examinat i o n .

generate pain
include: muscles, ligaments, tendons,
bone or other connective tissue. The second step involves the therapeutic stimulation of specific reflex points. Patients
report immediate reduction in the intensity of pain and tenderness. After a few
sessions the problem is gone, usually permanently.
With remarkable effectiveness this technique also resolves abdominal issues
including:
•irritable bowel syndrome
•indigestion and heartburn
•acid reflux
•constipation or diarrhea
•bloating and menstrual
discomfort
•urinary frequency or urgency
To learn more about the Pain
Neutralization Technique, and how it
can help you, call today for a complimentary consultation.
Dr. John Clark
Chiropractor and Acupuncture Provider

PAIN

290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

ing that imitates skating, sprints, biking, running up and down hills, and
inline skating.
Corbett's best events are the
long-track middle distances of
1,000 meters and 1,500 meters.
He trains in a group alongside six
equally talented athletes who also
specialize in the same distances.
When they are not training, the
focus of the athletes is to allow
their bodies and minds to recover.
Corbett is now taking courses by
correspondence
through
Athabaska University, and these
classes let his mind wander away
from the speed-skating oval for a
little while. He's also busy volunteering with Big Brothers and Big
Sisters, and Special Olympics
Calgary where he's a coach.
He lives near the oval with another skater and his brother in a shared
house, a scene very familiar to many
young Canadians. He has plenty of
small competitions to keep him
focussed on the one event that can
secure his spot on Team Canada - the
Olympic Trials at the end of December.
The number of athletes that may be
selected depends on the fall World Cup
rankings, so even though none of these
races can guarantee a spot on Team
Canada, consistent top place finishes
will allow more Canadian athletes a
chance to go to Sochi.
There will be a group of staunch supporters from Uxbridge cheering
Corbett to achieve personal best times.
All the hours and weeks and years of
training will come down to less than
three minutes of time on the ice to
show what sort of “stuff ” he's made of.
You can send your messages of support
to him by writing to him, in care of the
Cosmos. We'll be happy to forward
them.

2013

STARS IN THEIR
MULTITUDES
Come to the Thomas Foster Memorial Aug. 11 @
9 p.m. to 2 a.m. to observe the annual August
Meteor Shower! Bring your lawnchairs, blankets,
telescopes and binoculars to better see this
spectacle. Admission is free but donations
are gratefully accepted.
Guded tours of the TFM are $4 every half hour.
RSVP Bev Northeast @ 905 640 3966
Refreshments and Snacks will be sold to raise
funds for the Memorial.
Visit us at http://www.fostermemorial.com/
for more information.

NEW AUGUST, SEPTEMBER
& OCTOBER LINE-UP
CLIP THIS - PUT IT ON YOUR FRIDGE!

FRIDAYS AT THE FOSTER
CONCERT SERIES
Friday Evenings 7:30-8:30 P.M.
Admission:
Donation at the Door

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service
and experience of Lisa Boyce in the
print industry, Sara looks forward to
continuing to serve our current and
future clients.
Call us to help with all aspects of
your printing requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976
cosmossara@powergate.ca

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

2
9
16
23
30

Robyn Ottolini - Vocal
Jeannette Doris - Vocal
Poor Tom - Vocal
Maneli Jamal - Guitar
Shimoda Family
Ensemble - Instrumental
Sept. 6 Saunders Road - Chris
Saunders, Carlie
Laidlaw, Haydee Grant,
Michelle Charlton, Jean
Hoevenaars.
Sept. 13 Dallas Sutherland Guitar

Sept. 20 Marion Drexler -Vocals
Sept. 27 Diana Davis - Flute &
Crystal Bowls
Oct. 4
Mike Burns - Guitar
Oct. 11 Cris Cuddy Acoustic Unit
Oct. 18 Mark Karppinen,
Nammoura - Guitar &
Belly Dancing
Oct. 25 Hallowe’en at the Foster
(see back of Foster
brochure for more
information)

Thomas Foster Memorial
9449 Concession 7 (Durham 1) 4 km north of Uxbridge

www.fostermemorial.com
For more information call 905-640-3966 or e-mail
bnortheast@powergate.ca
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Coming Up

Download registration form at
www.scriptureunion.ca/uxbridge
905-852-2059
tive!

THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Aug. 1,
Cruise In
Classic auto show. Entertainment
by Global Prank Band. 6 p.m. to
dusk, Uxbridge Arena.
Fri, Aug. 2, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Durham Forest. Fast pace
11+ km, 2+ hours. No dogs
please. Meet at Durham Forest
parking area on the east side of
Conc. 7, 1 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-4772161
Fri., Aug. 2, 4:30 p.m. - 7:00
p.m.
Greenbank
United
Church Annual Beef BBQ.
Adults-$20, Age 6-12 - $5, under
6 free. Take-out available. Rain or
Shine. 905-985-8298 or 905-9858559
Sat, Aug. 3, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs, Moderate pace loop hike
with some hills. Join us for breakfast after the hike. No dogs please.
Meet at trail entrance, west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905477-2161
Sun., Aug. 4, Music Fest at
Reachview Gardens. 10 a.m. 11a.m. We welcome all ages and
all talents, be it singing, playing an
instrument, dancing or story-telling;
and our audience is very apprecia-

905-852-6487.

Sun., Aug. 4 Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m.
John McNeill of Forward Baptist
Church, guest speaker. 905-6495158
NEXT WEEK
Thurs., Aug. 8,
Cruise In
Classic auto show. Entertainment
by Cyril Way Band. 6 p.m. to
dusk, Uxbridge Arena.
Sat, Aug. 10, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs, Moderate pace loop hike
with some hills. Meet at trail
entrance, west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton, 905-8302862
Sun., Aug. 11, Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m.
Freedom Bound, Choral Group.
905-649-5158
Sun., Aug. 11, 9:00 p.m. - 2
a.m. Stars in their Multitudes
at the Foster Memorial. Watch the
annual meteor shower. www.fostermemorial.com for more info, or call
905-640-3966
UPCOMING
Aug.
12-16,
Uxbridge
Community Sports Camp,
8:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. Quaker Village
PS Ages: 6-13, $105 per camper.

Wed., Aug 14, 7:30 p.m.
Growing a Water Efficient
Garden, Uxbidge Horticultural
Society. Uxbridge Senior’s Centre.
905-985-6516
Thurs., Aug. 15, Cruise In
Classic auto show. Entertainment
by Nancy Hall. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.
Fri., Aug. 16, 1:30 p.m. - 7:00
p.m. Blood Donor Clinic.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre.
Sat., Aug. 17, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs, Moderate pace. Join us for
breakfast afterwards. No dogs
please. Meet at trail entrance, west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Aug. 17, Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute: Tour of
Toronto’s Spadina House.
Tickets $25, space is limited. 905852-3925
Aug. 17-18, Uxbridge Lions
present Art in the Park, 10 a.m.
- 5p.m., Elgin Park. Free.
www.uxbridgeartinthepark.com
Sun., Aug. 18, Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m.
Karen Croxall, Trinity United
Church, guest speaker. 905-6495158
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Thurs., Aug. 22, Cruise In
Classic auto show. Entertainment
by Altona Road Gang. 6 p.m. to
dusk, Uxbridge Arena.
Sat, Aug. 3, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs, Moderate pace loop hike.
Meet at trail entrance, west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton, 905830-28622161
Aug. 24-25, 42nd Annual
Heritage Days, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Uxbridge-Scott
Museum,
Concession 6. $6/person, under
12 free.
Sun., Aug. 25, Concert with
Christian Harpist Eduard
Klassen at Goodwood Baptist
Church, 11 a.m., and at 7 p.m. at
Glen Major Church. All welcome.
905-649-5158
ONGOING
Freemasonry: A History
Hidden in Plain Sight, the new
travelling exhibit at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre, continues for the
season. Tours take place Wed. to
Sun. and holidays from 10am to
4pm. Regular tour rates apply. Visit
the website at www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com or call the museum
at 905-852-5854 for more information.
Maud of Leaskdale Acclaimed
one-woman play about Lucy Maud
Montgomery, Historic Leaskdale
Church. Playing until Aug. 25.

Periwinkle Gardens
with Susan Fedorka
In the garden

Starring Uxbridge Actress

Jennifer Carroll as Maud
Experience the life of Lucy Maud Montgomery during her first 15 years in Ontario
(1911-26), when she became a devoted mother, a world famous author, and the loyal
wife of a Presbyterian minister. It was a time of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy,
brought to life through Montgomery's own powerful words.

Conceived and directed by Conrad Boyce
“My wife and I have had the privilege of witnessing the play written by Conrad and
acted, or I should say inhabited, so superbly by Jennifer Carroll. Lucy Maud
Montgomery really came alive for all of us who watched the play.”
~ John Haines, Sunderland
"A moving, memorable show...how delightful to hear that Jennifer Carroll is coming
to repeat her terrific performance as Maud."
~ Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston, Editors, LMM's Selected Journals

Playing June 20 - August 25
Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday matinées at 3:00 pm
Special Group performances available
Tickets $25, Seniors & Students $20
Available at Blue Heron Books, Leaskdale
Country Store, Elemi Organics, through
our website at lucymaudmontgomery.ca
or at the door. Call 905-862-0808.
L.M.Montgomery is a trademark of the Heirs of L.M.Montgomery Inc.
and is used under licence of the LMMSO.

I don’t know if you have noticed the
number of articles recently, extolling the
benefits of being in the garden.
Back on July 6th, the Toronto Star ran
an article about children with special
needs who play outside for a minimum
of an hour a day, every day, no matter
what the weather.
The article goes on to say that
“Mounting evidence shows hands-on
outdoor learning boosts physical activi-

Counselling & Coaching
Grief, Loss & Transitions

Dr. Brenda Marshall
PhD, MEd, BSc
Certified Thanatolgist
Author
(905) 852-7776
brenda@solaciumgroup.ca
www.solaciumgroup.ca

ty, mental health, brain power and
attention.”
This is all good.
Not only do these young children benefit from being outdoors and playing in
the gardens, but people of all ages can
derive great benefits from being outside
and “working the soil”.
Gardening, even at moderate levels,
provides three different types of exercise
including:
•Strength – have you ever tried pulling
out dandelion weeds? Aren’t you
amazed at how a small plant can put up
such a struggle?
•Flexibility – there’s lots of bending,
reaching, kneeling and walking.
•Endurance – it takes physical and
mental commitment to work in a garden. Whether it’s at the beginning of
spring when we are hoping to get our
gardens cleaned up and planted anew,
during the summer while we weed or
cut lawns, or in the fall as we wrap
things up and perhaps plant bulbs.
In addition to being a healthy activity,
gardening provides clear rewards for the

2013

LMMSO Afternoon Tea - every
Wednesday from 1:00 p.m. - 3
p.m., July and August, www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca, or call 905862-0808
July 3 – August 31, “Open
Doors” - St Paul's Anglican
Church. Free guided tours of this
beautiful local Church built by local
craftsmen
in
the
1880s.
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 1 – 3
p.m. Free cold drinks.
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. in Uxbridge Arena parking
lot.
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for
those requiring assistance. All
donations are always appreciated.
Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good summer clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event
you’d like us to mention, please
contact us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.

participants. Yes, we may be disappointed that the wildlife feast on our
gardens, we may bemoan the slugs
that munch on our hostas and other
plants, but we still love to see the
results of our hard work. And for
those of us who plant vegetables, there
is the added enjoyment of being able to
eat the fruits of our labour.
As with any exercise, you should
change up what you are doing every
once in a while in order not to injure
yourself. As with all exercise, wear comfortable clothing, stretch and start out
slowly. If you started out the day digging in the gardens, after about half an
hour, depending on how you feel, you
should switch it up and do some raking,
pruning or watering.
If you have a push lawn mower, try to
cut your lawn at the end of the afternoon, early evening, when it is cooler.
Even if you have a riding lawn mower,
you should try and cut your lawn during the cooler times of the day, and for
short periods. And, if it is too hot and
humid, we are advised not to use power
mowers anyway.
I read an interesting comment in one
of the articles I came across. The writer
said that we should never using cutting
the lawn as punishment for a child, as it
sends the wrong message. My father
expected me to cut the lawn from the
time I was ten years old. It was part of
my chores, as was weeding the gardens.
I may not have enjoyed doing it, but I
never saw it as punishment.
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On Heritage Trails

UXBRIDGE HAS MANY LAWN BOWLING SUCCESSES
by Margery Cowley

with Allan McGillivray
How the streets got their names
Crosby Street goes west from Main
Street just south of Elgin Park. Ira
Crosby, a merchant, who had come to
Uxbridge by the 1850s, bought land
here in 1873. Other members of the
Crosby family were in Uxbridge for
many years.
Francis Keller bought the Uxbridge
Journal newspaper, and his son, W. H.
Keller, joined him in 1883. The son
became owner in 1888 and ran the paper
for 39 years from 1888 to 1913 and
from 1916 to 1922. They are recognized
by Keller Lane.
Button Crescent recalls Anson Todd
Button, a lumberman and merchant,
who came to Uxbridge by the 1850s
after having been post master at Epsom.
His obituary said he was the first person
to drive a team and wagon over planks
on the first bridge that was built over the
Niagara River at Niagara Falls. His son,
also A. T. Button, was a local hardware
merchant.
Joseph Street was named by Joseph
Gould, local developer and entrepreneur.
He also had a son named Joseph E.
Gould.
Isaac Court was probably named for
Isaac Gould, son of Joseph Gould. Isaac
Gould farmed the area here, was a local
banker and miller, was warden of the former Ontario County, and was a provincial and federal politician.
James Street, shown on original plans,
recognized the pioneer James family.
Joseph Gould was married to Mary
James.
Confederation Drive probably recognizes the confederation or joining
together of the Canadian Provinces and
territories.
Wilson Street was likely named after
the Asa Wilson family who were early
residents on Mill Street.
Mill Street has an obvious name from
the time when it was started. Joseph
Gould had a saw mill at the east end of
the Elgin Pond dam, and in the 1840s he
built a wool mill next to it, and a flour
and grist mill near the west end of Mill
Street.
The subdivision along Mill Street was
known in earlier days as Gouldville, a
name given by Joseph Gould on his plan
dated May 10, 1848.
Electric Light Pond on Toronto Street
got its name in an interesting way. A
ditch or mill race ran from this pond
northward along the side of Toronto
Street and past Mill Street, where it then
went down a large flume to run the flour
mill that had been built in the valley.
There was a bridge over it on Mill Street
right where you stop at the stop sign.

7-DAY
WEIGHT LOSS
NO

OBLIGATION

NUTRITION AND ENERGY
INFORMATION SESSIONS:
6:30 & 7:30 P.M.
AUGUST 12, 13, 19,
AND 26
99 BROCK ST W, UXBRIDGE
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The flour mill burned, and in 1886
equipment was put in the new mill on
the same site by Isaac Gould to generate
electricity. As the water that turned the
wheel to generate the electricity came
from the pond, it became known as
Electric Light Pond. Uxbridge was the
first place in the former Ontario County
to have electricity.
Water Street got its name because it ran
alongside Elgin Pond.
Pond Street went originally from Mill
Street to connect with Brock Street
where the Roxy Theatre and Library are
located. Yes, there were once five streets
that came together at that intersection.
Pond Street allowed access to the mills
that were just east of the library. It got
this name as it ran along the west side of
the pond that was where Centennial
Park is now located.
Poplar Street is one of several streets
that Joseph Gould named after trees.
This street is in two parts, with one part
going east from Toronto Street and the
other going west from Main Street. The
two parts didn't connect because for
many years there was a pond in the middle. After the pond was no longer in use
and had drained by the late 1940s, R. F.
Willis, a local druggist, helped to build a
bridge and pathway to connect the two
parts of Poplar Street.
Uxbridge's first pond was between
Pond Street and Bascom Street, with the
dam being between the library and the
latter street. It was once known as
Wheler's Pond after one of the millers,
and sometimes was called the "Back
Pond." As 1967 was approaching, folks
were looking for ideas to celebrate
Canada's Centennial. Someone suggested that the old pond be made into a
park, and local resident and cartoonist,
Duncan Macpherson, was called upon to
draw up the plans. Much of the old pond
bottom was filled in, and the new park
became known as Centennial Park. The
north part of Pond Street, and the road
going east over the old dam became
known as Centennial Park Drive.
Bascom Street recognizes Joseph
Bascom, who built a tannery just north
of the dam and west of Bascom Street,
and became Uxbridge's first postmaster.
He owned much of the land between
Bascom Street and Main Street. He had
a large family. His son John Bascom
built and ran the Bascom House Hotel,
which still exists on the north side of
Brock Street near Bascom Street.
Another son, Joseph Bascom, was a local
doctor for many years, and a grandson,
Horace Bascom, was for many years
sheriff of Ontario County, and became
the oldest civil servant in Ontario.

We began the season playing in cold
winds and rain, but with the whole
summer before us. Last week, we began
the second half in a heat wave. Both
somewhat uncomfortable, but then, we
cannot choose the weather for summer
sports.
The first half saw excellent results for
teams entering district playdowns.
There are 16 district, and the winners
from each district play in provincial
finals, where the winners from that category become Canadian champions.
The Uxbridge juniors did exceedingly
well. Nicole LeBlanc and her brother,
Alex, each won gold at Woodstock in
singles. They will be going to New

Brunswick in August to play in the
Canadian Junior Championships.
Brenda Farthing and Elaine Stevenson,
along with two women from another
club, won gold in Women’s fours district playdowns. They are going to
Vancouver as Ontario representatives
playing
for
the
Canadian
Championship. Bill Farthing and his
partner, Ken Taylor, will also be going
to Vancouver, having won gold for
Men’s Pairs in the provincials.
Elaine had another triumph in
Peterborough when she won silver in
women’s singles.
All in all,m we have some very competitive and successful lawn bowlers,
who bring home trophies and pennants,
as well as playing in inter-club tourna-

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse
by Barb Pratt
Cats
Lucy Maud Montgomery loved cats.
She always had a pet cat around the
house, and some of her favourites,
Daffy (who was shipped to her from
Cavendish), and the beloved grey cat
Luck, were important characters in her
life.
Whenever she signed a letter, she drew
a little cat beside her name.
To connect with Maud's cat passion,
and to support the Maud in the Garden
statue project, we have come up with an
interesting idea to raise some money.
Blank cat silhouettes have been cut out
of metal. The blank cats are like blank

canvasses. What can be done with them
to create a work of art? The cat silhouette might be decorated, painted, cartooned, embellished, ornamented, festooned, photographed or incorporated
into a painting, a sculpture or installation. Let the imagination run free.
What then? Each decorated, festooned,
photographed, etc., cat will be put on
the auction block. At a gala evening on
October 19, 2013, the cats will be displayed and sold to the highest bidders.
There will be prizes for the cat that
fetches the highest price, the viewers'
choice, the most unusual creation, and
the best in show. Purchasers of the cats

ments. But, this is not the only aim of
the club. Most of our members come
out to play, simply to enjoy the game of
bowls, and the company. Weekend jitneys are purely a social occasion, followed by a pot luck supper or barbecue.
September is still a long way off, and
until then, there will be many more
weeks of lawn bowling to enjoy!
I must, however, finish on a sad not.
We are all saddened by the passing of
Bruno Lenarduzzi. Always cheerful and
ready to help, Bruno was a great asset to
the club, and in no greater capacity than
in coaching and encouraging our juniors and new members. He will be
remembered with great affection.
See you on the greens!
will have unique artistic creations to
take home for house or garden.
Artists and anyone inspired to create is
welcome to adopt a cat to work on.
They are waiting at the historic
Leaskdale Church to be picked up.
The blank cutouts are approximately
18 inches by 12 inches. Three different
feline poses are available: sitting, standing, reclining. All we ask is that the finished cat be returned by October 1st,
earlier if possible so it can be displayed
around town.
And if for any reason someone takes a
cat and doesn't return it, that person
will be charged with catnapping!
There is more information on the web
site
www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca
about this and all our other projects and
events.

The Uxbridge Heritage Railway Station gets a facelift as the shingles on the
roof are replaced.

UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR
is seeking additional performers for
September 6, 7, and 8.
In demand are unique acts and
talented performers.
Call Shanie at 905-852-4655
to chat or audition.
Don’t be shy!

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

BALL – Joseph LLOYD Samuel
At Markham – Stouffville Hospital on
Saturday, July 27th, 2013, aged 84 years.
Beloved husband of Mary Beatrice (Nesbitt) for 61 years.
Devoted father of Dale Robert and Peggy Ball, Cold Lake,
AB; Dawn Marie and Joe Baker, Cochrane, AB; the late
Dianne Elizabeth (1993) and Ross McKenzie (2013); Mary
Jane and Roy Shuker, Wellington, NZ; Lisa Anne and John
Kesper, Toronto; the late Brian Jay Ball (1983); Ian Stuart
Ball, Oakwood; Daryl Lloyd Ball, Bolsover; Denise Joy Ball
and Colin Mackenzie, Mussleman’s Lake.
Dear Papa of Nicole Ball, Edmonton, AB; Bailey, Brogan
and Keaton Baker, Cochrane, AB; Emma and Cameron
Shuker, Wellington, NZ; Susan and Lloyd Kesper, Toronto.
Memorial service was held on Tuesday, July 30th at St.
Andrew’s Chalmers Presbyterian Church Uxbridge.
Memorial donations may be made to the “Committee of
Friends’ Meeting House” that oversees the Uxbridge
Quaker Meeting House (11099 Concession 4, Zephyr, ON
L0E 1T0), or a charity of choice.
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
MADE

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

905-852-5313

IN
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

CANADA
9269 3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981

www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!
170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Give me a call - No job too small

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

stanski@sympatico.ca

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Helping you be ready for life!

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$25/week

Best 5 year GIC rate

2.66 %
(Subject to minimums)

Effective July 29, 2013

LIFE INSURANCE YOU
&$1$))25'«
We can Help you.

E VANS FINANCIAL SERVICE S

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances,
AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixtures,
pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, ski doos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 8/8

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“This yoke is easy to bear,

and this burden is light.”
Matthew 11:30
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

Services
QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow computer
or worried you have a Virus? Need backups or
parts fixed? Call Kevin at Alexander Computer
Services. Three years experience at a local computer shop. Mention "cosmos" for a special deal.
416-629-6626 or kevin@alexandercs.com 8/8
D.J. PAVING Asphalt, repairs, driveway sealing,
crack sealing, gravel, landscaping. Free estimates.
905-904-3769. 8/8
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms,
Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy
Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Home
Improvements and Renovations. Specializing in
Custom Design Solutions. Call Steve at Northwood
Home Services 905-852-1750 8/29

Classified
K9’S in KAHOOTS: Summer Session: Start
your puppy off on the right paw! Puppy Starter
Classes for puppies 10-18 weeks, Monday, July
22nd @ 7pm. Beginner Obedience – 5 months
& older, Monday, July 22nd @ 8pm. Intro to
Agility for Fun!! Starts Thursday, August 1st @
7pm. Please call for more details. Call or email
now to reserve a spot or for more information.
info@k9sinkahoots.com , 6389 Main Street,
Stouffville,
(905)
642-8289,
www.k9sinkahoots.com 7/25
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905852-4454 8/29

Wanted
HELP WANTED: Tractor-trailer mechanic
required part-time for in-shop repairs. Call 905852-3013 or fax resumé to 905-852-9113
8/8
CAPTAINS BED, light wood colour prefereable,
and relatively new twin-sized box spring. 905852-7768 8/1

For Sale
2008 DODGE CARAVAN, 3.5 litre, automatic,
PW, Stow & Go, A/C, keyless entry, tinted windows, trailer hitch. 152,000 kms. $8,500.
905-852-5809 8/1

DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR PETS.
Walks and home visits. Call 905-862-0522 8/29

HOSPITAL BED: Excellent condition. 705-8876665 8/1

MATURE DUTCH CLEANING LADY with eye
for detail and reliable car, seeking clients in area.
No job too tedious. Excellent references upon
request. Weekly/bi-weekly or full clean for resale.
$22.50/hr. Pride shows in my work. 905-8525403 8/1

CLASSIC CAR: 1989 Cadillac, 4-door. Excellent
shape. $2,000 o.b.o. 905-655-3004 8/1

For Rent
UDORA: Lovely 3 bedroom house. Available Aug.

1. $1100 plus utilities. 905-806-0656 8/1
UXBRIDGE: Beautiful detached house. 4 bedrooms, two bathrooms with in-ground pool.
Attached garage, open concept kitchen with walk
out to deck. Pool cleaning, grass cutting, and snow
removal included. Absolutely NO PETS. Must be
seen!! 905-642-0030 8/29
UXBRIDGE: 1 bedroom apt. Avail. immediately.
$800 all incl. Parking, laundry, no smoking or
pets. Furnished or unfurnished. 416-805-3972
8/22

Events
YARD SALE: Fri., Aug. 2, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat.,
Aug. 3, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Something for everyone.
10950 Lakeridge Rd. (5 mins. north of Uxbridge)
8/1
BIG YARD SALE: Sun., Aug. 4, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Furniture, tools, equipment, clothes, shoes, linens,
and lots more. 11099 Durham Rd. 1 (south of
Leaskdale). No early birds, please! 8/1
YARD SALE: Fri., Aug. 2; Sat., Aug 3, & Sun.,
Aug. 4th, 686 Ball Rd., Uxbridge. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
RAIN or SHINE! Baby & kids clothes, household
items, Baby items, etc. 8/1
MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE: Sat., Aug. 3,
7 a.m. Books, coffee & end tables, dining room
table, chairs & hutch; glassware, crib. 16 North St.,
Uxbridge 8/1
MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE: Sat., Aug. 3,
10 Button Crescent 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 8/1

Lost
CAT: Very large, dark grey male cat. Missing July
14. Very timid. If you see him, please call Gina,
905-852-4084 8/8
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One person making a
big difference
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
I'm just about to wrap up a morning
spent getting to know Julie Slater, when
her phone rings. She answers it, and her
face lights up as she hears the voice on
the other end.
“Did you hear?”
Pause
“I know! Isn't it fantastic? I'm so
happy. Now we can maybe help five
families instead of four! Listen, can I
call you back in two minutes?”
Julie hangs up.
“That was the Jennifer Ashleigh
Foundation. They just learned that
they're going to get more money from
us, and we just want to talk about it
some more!”
The woman seated in front of me is
visibly bouncing, she's so excited at the
prospect of helping these families that
have seriously ill children in them, and
need extra funds.
The Jennifer Ashleigh Foundation was
one of the five organizations that Julie
and her siblings, Terry and Kathy, along
with other members of the family, chose
to be recipients of the money they raise
each year through the Bruce
Beauchamp Memorial Fund. The fund
was established in 1988 by Julie's parents after her brother, Bruce, passed
away on his 31st birthday after a 10year battle with pancreatic cancer. Every
year since Bruce's passing, the fund raises and distributes money to selected
“high-impact, health-related charitable
organizations” that mean something to
the family.
The fund is administered by the
Toronto Community Foundation, and
on June 19, the Bruce Beauchamp
Memorial Fund was awarded the
Martin Connell Spirit of Philanthropy
Award at a gala event held down at the
CBC's Glenn Gould Studio.
“Oh, it was such a blast!” exclaims
Julie.

VIEWPOINTS
ow well do you know the highways
and byways of Uxbridge Township?
The first person each week to call into
our office number, 905-852-1900, and
correctly identify the location of our photo,
will receive a prize; this week, it’s two tickets for Maud at the Manse in Leaskdale.
Last week’s Viewpoints was guessed by
Marilyn Branch of Uxbridge.
Congratulations!
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove.

H

T h u r s d a y, A u g u s t 1 s t 2 0 1 3

photos by John Cavers

“The studio was just packed full, and
to have been chosen by unanimous vote
to get this award was really just…”
She can't finish the sentence, but just
shakes her head in awe, her eyes shining.
She is quick to point out the connection between the studio and Uxbridge,
however. Gould played here in the
Music hall, and she received a prestigious award in a studio named in his
honour.
“Uxbridge. Just everything is connected to Uxbridge!”
The fund for which her family was
honoured has also contributed money
towards publishing a guidebook for
those dealing with brain tumours (her
husband, Mark, passed away after battling one 12 years ago), an epilepsy
guidebook, dog guide training (a cause
that was dear to her mother), and the
Orthopedic Surgery and Research
Department at Mt. Sinai Hospital,
amongst a plethora of others.
The Jennifer Ashleigh Childen's
Charity couldn't be more pleased that
they were on the receiving end this year.
“We're excited about the possibility of
this new partnership,” says Mary-Anne
Herrema, development associate at the
Charity.
We know that Julie is very fond of this
charity, and we're so honoured that she
even thought of us.”
Julie Slater is always thinking of others. Along with fundraising for her
brother's legacy, she is also heavily
involved in Uxbridge's annual Terry Fox
run. She sports a bright red t-shirt that
can only be worn by those who have
battled cancer directly, and she is certain
that Terry's fight against cancer while he
was trying to run across Canada, directly impacted her brother, who was fighting his battle at the same time.
“I know that Terry inspired my brother. I know it,” she says plainly.
Julie knows that her brother's fund
isn't new news. She knows that the
Terry Fox run isn't new news. But
between the two, and the success
they've incurred, Julie does want people
to realize that they are able, as individuals, to make things happen.
“I just think it's so important to know
that one person, any person, right here
in Uxbridge, can make a difference.
The next time you happen to be sitting
at the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital sipping a cool drink that was dropped off
by a mysterious stranger, think of this
amazing woman and the difference she
just made in your life.

Kelly Overfelt
does the
Sheaf Toss

For more great pics of the
Highland Games, visit our
Photo Gallery at
www.thecosmos.ca

Uxbridge Pipe Band
Arabella Pick dances at the Games

Shea McLaughlin competes in the Weight Over The Bar Event.

Owen decorates his shield

The feature car at the Uxbridge Cruise in on Thursday evening was a 1974 Austin Mini pick up owned
by Paulo and Marlene of Uxbridge.
Photo by Rob Holtby.

Summer Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix
Concentration before the Caber Toss

SEE US BEFORE YOU HEAD TO THE COTTAGE THIS WEEKEND - WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR YOUR BBQ!

•
•
•
•
•

Steve Harrison, Drum Major, leading the Mass Band Entrance

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Wholesale Prices Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open to the Public Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
There are those of us that do not like
surprises, and those of us that do. And
there are those of us that live for them.
I most definitely fit in the last category.
And though it may sound out of character for this somewhat controlling, TypeA, high strung girl, I just can't help
myself. There isn't anything quite like
an old-fashioned surprise.
It's not so much the event - a birthday,
a retirement, a Tuesday - but the delight
in the realization of surprise for surpriser and surprisee alike. The thought,
effort, stealth that only enhances the joy
in the unveiling of a surprise, a joy that
is only eclipsed by the realization of said
surprise by the person of honour.
And then there are natural surprises,
ones that occur as seeming happenstance, and delightfully knock you sideways.
One such prize in nature is our old
cherry tree in the back garden. That tree
has stood in our yard since before we
laid sod. It survived and grew through
the first few years, but bore no fruit.

Instead, it simply grew taller, greener,
more beautiful…but bare, nonetheless.
And then, about five years ago, after over
a decade of dormancy, snowy white blossoms bloomed in the fury of spring.
Weeks later we had cherries; sweet, tart,
blushing red diamonds of nature,
warmed by the summer sun and enjoyed
best fresh, beside the pond, with a hot
cup of coffee. And nearly every year
since we have managed to enjoy a small
bowl or two of the fruity gems before the
birds came to feast, and stripped our
remaining harvest from the branches
within hours.
And this year, that tree - my beauty surprised me once more. The snow melted, as usual, the leaves unfurled, as usual,
the blossoms burst forth in eager optimism, as usual, but then something
remarkable occurred: cherries began to
grow. They began to grow in such abundance that we could not pull them down
fast enough. We spent hours climbing to
the top rungs of ladders, stretching up
into the sunshine-soaked leaves to pick

the perfect orbs of red from their perch
among the branches. And the more we
picked, the more seemed to remain. I
couldn't keep from chuckling with
delight, enchanted by this seemingly
endless supply of nature's candy.
It is a summer of surprises, it seems. As
I visit Maud's world three times a week,
I take my audience through the intimate
life of a fiercely private woman. I lead
them through her deepest fears, her private triumphs and her bitter disappointments, all laced with her sharp, acerbic
wit and gentle humour. I stand on stage,
facing my audience, and watch surprise
wash over their faces. They never knew
her as I know her, and as she unravels in
front of them, their surprise furthers and
deepens.
I delight in delivering this surprise
every night. As the sun sets behind the
stained glass windows and the fireflies
take their place in the hayfield behind
the church, as the night grows quiet and
the stars emerge from the inky black sky,
as I walk to floorboards and sweat under
my head-to-toe wool attire, Maud
weaves her story and I find gladness and
satisfaction in taking their hands and
walking them through a proverbial door,
turning on the light, and shouting
“Surprise!” and stand back to watch
their faces transform with the discovery
of a beloved author and haunted
woman.

T h u r s d a y, A u g u s t 1 s t
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History in the making

Heritage Uxbridge recently presented a Heritage Appreciation Award
to local (and 4th generation farmers) Eric & Gail Blackburn. The farm,
located at 11550 Concession 6, belonged to Eric’s father, his grandfather, and his great grandfather.
Plans are currently underway for a niece to take over the farm in the
future, which would make five generations of related lineage farming at
one place over the years.
Pictured left to right are: Councillor Pat Mikuse; Robin Coombs, chair
of Heritage Uxbridge; and Gail & Eric Blackburn.
Heritage Uxbridge has given similar awards to other establishments in
the township over the years, including the Mustard Farm, Rutledge
Jeweller’s, and the Tin Mill, to name but a few.

REXALL GIVES BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
Rexall is committed to improving the at store level to engage with customers,
health of the communities in which it have some fun and raise funds for the
serves. In addition to a variety of corpo- Foundation. $40,000 was raised comparate giving and sponsorship initiatives, ny wide. Did you know that each time
Rexall corporate created a charitable you pay .05¢ for a plastic shopping bag
organization, the Rexall Foundation, in you were making a donation to the
2002, to increase the support they pro- foundation?
The Uxbridge store held an outdoor
vide to the community.
The Rexall Foundation is dedicated to BBQ and an in-store scavenger hunt
helping communities stay healthy and with gift baskets and prizes to be won.
vibrant, with a focus on helping kids This year, fundraising for the
feel good. Contributions have been Foundation will take place from Aug. 2made to a number of great charities and 22.
On August 2, the Uxbridge Rexall
causes, including the Canadian Diabetes
Association, the Canadian Cancer invites you to take a “Step Back In
Society, the Canadian Red Cross and Time”. Sit and socialize with a Root
they have also helped fund hospital ini- Beer Float in hand. Relax in a chair
under the canopy and share your stories
tiatives right across the country.
Rexall is especially proud of the work of childhood trips to the drug store.
it’s done to help some of Canada’s most Lucy Maude Montgomery will be servcourageous children, including support- ing Root Beer Floats from 12-3 p.m.
ing Camp Oochigeas, the Children’s ($2 donation).
Do you have an artifact to share? We
Wish Foundation and Vancouver
Island’s Jeneece Place just to name a few. would love to display it. Take a look at
Rexall’s family includes some of the the 1922 Toronto Daily Newspaper on
most caring, dedicated and passionate display. Page 11 features a Rexall ad (tispeople in Canada, and the Rexall sues provided if comparing prices makes
Foundation is one of the ways they give you cry!)
When was the last time you played leap
back as a company. It’s a partnership
between corporate and store staff, ven- frog, tic-tac toe, Chinese checkers, and
dors and customers. All of the
money funds raised through the
ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE
fundraising events and initiatives
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
and through the coin boxes in
stores is carefully managed by the
We are ready to assist you.
Rexall Foundation Board of
Directors and directed to reputable
Specializing in
and worthy causes throughout the
Volkswagen
country.
Audi
The Rexall team does more than
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
raise money. They also lend their
time directly to help make a differPorsche
ence. Whether it’s volunteering
European & Asian
their time to help clean-up and
Rick Callaghan
prepare camps for kids with cancer
UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
or helping to run fundraising
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
events, members of the team can
UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
often be found lending their supAvailable
port to worthwhile causes in their
communities.
138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville
Last year, Rexall introduced its
first Customer Appreciation Day.
905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
Events were planned and executed
www.410auto.ca

other fun games? Rediscover these relics
of childhood as you wend your way
through the store, pausing in the aisles
to play one of these games.
Remember buying up those brown
paper grab bags from your neighbourhood drug store? With a $5 donation,
you won’t be disappointed with what
you get in one of ours! We’ll also have
free samples for you to try of the many
varieties of new Nosh & Co confectionary lines. Stop by the post office
and trade a donation for a “gently used”
book or décor item.
Between August 2nd and 4th, $1 from
the sale of each case of Nosh & Co 12
pack of water will go towards the Rexall
Foundation. Be creative with your
donations; ask your neighbourhood, coworkers, friends and family chip in.
Donate $1 between August 2nd and
22nd and have your name posted on
their hanging “Ribbons for Health”
within the store. Also, during this three

IF

IT IS NOT

IT IS NOT

FRESH
PERFECT!

HOURS

11 a.m.to 10 p.m.
Mon-Sat and
holidays
12 noon to 9 p.m. Sunday

11 Brock St. W.

week period, purchase a Kit nail enamel, make a donation and the cosmetician
will apply to your nails.
Donate $2 or more and receive a ballot
for one of their weekly gift basket draws!
Still have pennies or loose change
weighing you down? Toss them into the
“wishing well mail box”, for at Rexall,
they wish all to be healthy & well.
If all of this doesn’t have you excited,
curious or digging out your dollar donations, consider this. The Uxbridge
Rexall has been assigned a fundraising
goal. Should they meet or exceed this

goal, $1,000 will be donated through
the Rexall Foundations to the charity of
their choice. They have chosen the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital as their
intended charity. Through combined
donations, water sales and Nosh & Co
sales, they also have the chance to win a
$10,000 donation for their chosen charity.
The main goal here is for customers
and friends to stop by and have some
fun! However, they would love your
help with winning donations towards a
continued healthy vibrant community.

