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COMING HOME - Rodine Egan, 89, who served as a WREN in Halifax during World War II, points out a few fascinating aspects of Uxbridge’s “Coming Home” mural, across the street from our newly renovated cenotaph, to her great-grandsons Owen (left), 9, and Evan Bartley, 11. “Coming Home” is the theme of our Remembrance Day special section, beginning on page 9.
Photo by Conrad Boyce.
Tree Fungus, Countryside Preserve by Renee Leahy
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for
November
Monday, November 12th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.
COUNCIL EDUCATION SESSION
(CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC) Immediately following Council
Thursday, November 15th
6:30 p.m. MPAC Public Info
Session
Monday, November 19th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Monday, November 26th
COUNCIL 7:30p.m.

We wear a poppy
on Remembrance Day,
and at eleven
we stand and pray.
Wreaths are put
upon a grave,
as we remember
our soldiers brave.
-Anonymous Author

Lest We Forget
RECRUITMENT
THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE FIRE
DEPARTMENT is currently accepting applications for interested persons to join our team of
Volunteer/Part-Time Firefighters.
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE:
- Must legally be eligible to work in Canada
- Minimum 18 years old
- Minimum high school diploma or equivalent
- Live within a reasonable distance of the Fire
Station
- Able to respond to the majority of calls
- Be required to pass an aptitude test, which
may be conducted by an outside agency
- Be required to pass a physical test of bonafide
occupational requirements that will be conducted by an outside agency. The cost of such test
will be the responsibility of the candidate. In
advance of undergoing physical fitness testing,
candidates must submit a note from their physician stating that they are physically capable of
taking such testing
- Obtain a valid DZ license, at their expense,
within 12 months of being hired
Additional requirements are noted in the application package.
APPLICATIONS CAN BE PICKED UP AT
AND RETURNED TO:
1) The Uxbridge Fire Dept., 17 Bascom St.,
Attn: Chief Richardson
2) Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office
51 Toronto St. South
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:
November 30th, 2012

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge is now
inviting applications from members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of
Uxbridge and wish to have their names considered for appointment to the Economic
Development Committee as a representative of
the Arts Community.
Please provide your credentials related to the
arts. Consideration will be given to those individuals who are employed as a paid artist.
Any persons interested in offering their services by accepting an appointment to this
Committee are invited to submit an application
(found on the Township of Uxbridge Website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/sites/default/fil
es/documents/Committee%20Member%20App
lication%20Form%20.pdf) along with a letter of
interest to the undersigned by Friday November
9, 2012.
Any questions regarding this appointment may
be directed to the Clerk.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT
THE MUSEUM
Sat. Dec 1, 10am-4pm
Past & Presents Artisan Gift Sale
Purchase a raffle ticket for a
Primitive Hooked Rug for $5. Only
500 tickets to be sold with proceeds
going to museum programs. Tickets
available at the museum and other
locations in town. Draw to take place
on November 23, 2012.
Public Information Session
with MPAC
RE: 2012 Notice of Assessment
All residents are invited to a Public
Information Session with MPAC
(Municipal
Property
Assessment
Corporation) to be held in the Council
Chambers at the Township of Uxbridge
- Municipal Office (51 Toronto St. South)
on Thursday, November 15, 2012 at
6:30.
The Information Session will focus on
the 2012 Notice of Assessments which
were mailed to all Residential and Farm
property owners in the Township of
Uxbridge in early October 2012.
The Information Session will include:
• a presentation from MPAC on
Residential and Farm property assessments
• information on 'AboutMyProperty' MPAC's online service whereby you
can: learn about how your property was
assessed; and compare your property
assessment with others in your neighbourhood and community;
• residents will have an opportunity to
ask MPAC general questions and
express their concerns;
Please plan to attend this Information
Session. The Tax Department

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406
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An Invitation to March
with the Members of the
Uxbridge Fire Department
Remembrance Day
November 11, 2012
The Uxbridge Fire Department would like to
invite members of the fire service to march with
us to honour the men and women who gave
and continue to give the ultimate sacrifice for
our country.
All Firefighters are requested to meet at the
fire station located at 17 Bascom Street at
10:00 AM and at 10:30 Am all personnel will
proceed to the parade formation area. Please
call 905-852-3393 if you require further information.

QUOTE NO.Q12-18
CONTRACT POSITION
CUSTODIAN FOR THE
UXBRIDGE FIRE STATION
The Township of Uxbridge is accepting
quotes from individuals interested in the
maintenance/custodial responsibilities for
the Uxbridge Fire Station. Individuals will
be required to work one half day per week
to a maximum of four (4) hours with additional hours being assigned as required.
We are looking for an individual who has
experience with maintenance/custodial
responsibilities. The individual must be
able to conduct their duties with minimal
supervision.
Primary duties for this position can be
viewed at the Fire Station located at 17
Bascom Street between the hours of 8:30
am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday.
Quotes, including a resume outlining
previous experience, will be received
by the undersigned until Tuesday,
November 20th, 2012 by 2:00 p.m. local
time, in a sealed envelope clearly
marked with Quote Number Q12-18.
Lowest or any quote not necessarily
accepted.
- Debbie Leroux, Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that the Council of
the Township of Uxbridge hereby declares
the following lands to be surplus to the needs
of the Municipality:
The Road Allowance known as Bowles
Road, between Lots 15
and 16,
Concession 7 and 8, more particularly
described as Parts 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Plan
40R-27669 and Parts 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 on
Plan 40R-22526, Township of Uxbridge,
Regional Municipality of Durham.
FURTHER NOTICE is hereby given that the
Township Council at its meeting held on
October 22nd, 2012, declared by Resolution
No. 2012-08 the aforementioned lands to be
surplus to the needs of the municipality and
instructed the Township Clerk to give Public
Notice of the Township's intention to enact a
By-law to stop-up, close and convey the
lands described above. A copy of the plan
showing the location of the lands may be
viewed in the Office of the Clerk.

- Debbie Leroux, Clerk

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30)
“Calling all COOKS and BAKERS”…residents are
invited to contribute a recipe for a cookbook to
commemorate the 125th. anniversary of the
Uxbridge Library. If interested please submit your
entry
at
the
library
or
email
to
ahartmann@uxlib.com by November 9. Please
include your name, phone number and which of
the following categories is applicable for your
recipe: appetizer, main course, dessert, preserves.
For further details contact Pamela Noble , 905-8529747,ext. 24.
STUFFY SLEEPOVER… Ever wonder what your
stuffed animal might do if they spent the night at
the library? Bring yours in to leave for a sleepover
and find out!! Thur. Nov. 15th. drop off your
favourite 'stuffy' until 9:00 pm. Then pick up Sat.
Nov. 17th. for a pyjama party 10:30-11:30 am. Cost:
$3.50.
PERFECT PET POETRY CONTEST…Write about
your pet, someone else's or one you wish you had!
Make your poem 100 words or less and include a
drawing or photo if you like. Enter in one of the following five age groups: up to grd. 1, grds.2-4,
grds. 5-8, teens, adults/seniors. Contest closes
Mon., Dec. 14@5:00 pm. Entry forms available at
the Uxbridge Library, Zephyr Library and Pet Value.
Info. contact: Leslie Nagle, 905-852-9747, ext. 27.
JOB SEARCHING WORKSHOP… Wed. Nov. 14, 24:00 pm. Learn the 'ins and outs' of finding a job.
Danielle, from Durham College Employment
Resource Centre, will conduct an information session and answer those questions from A-Z you
may be afraid to ask! Free, just drop-in to the
Meeting Room at the library-no need to pre-register.
UXBRIDGE GENEALOGY GROUP…Thur. Nov. 15,
7:00 pm. Guest Rick Roberts will discuss the latest
version of “Family Tree Maker”. A great opportunity to learn and better understand the benefits and
use of this excellent computer software! Some will
be available for sale. New members ALWAYS welcome. Cost: $2.00. For more details call Eileen
Wilson 905-852-6973 or visit www.uxgent.net
UXBRIDGE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK
SALE…Sat. Nov. 10, 10:00 am-Tue. Nov. 13, 5:00
pm during regular library hours. Thanks to residents of the area for your generous donations over
the past ten years. Thousands of your books,
DVD's and CD's have made it to the shelves of our
local library and into the homes of many. Hence, to
commemorate our 10th. anniversary, the first 150
purchasers will receive a cupcake and a chance to
win a $35.00 discount coupon at Blue Heron
Books!
ZEPHYR FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE
at the Zephyr Community Hall, Sat. Nov. 17, 9:00
am-1:00 pm. A great deal with books selling for 'a
buck a bag'.
TV SHOW IDEA… Join Rogers TV Thursday,
November 22 at 6:00 pm. for an info.session to find
out how to develop and propose your own show
idea. Promote your activity, community project,
sporting event, theatre production etc. A Rogers
representative will provide tips and
answer
questions for having your program filmed for viewing, on local TV, free of charge! Further details:
lori.marier@rc.rogers.com

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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A Cup of Coffee...

OF

U XBRIDGE

with Sue Bennett

WINTER REMINDERS
• OVERNIGHT PARKING Please be advised that By-law 89-52 as
amended prohibits overnight parking from November 1 until April 1
between the hours of 2 am and 7 am on roadways and Municipal lots
within the Township of Uxbridge.
• SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION Did you know that in accordance with the Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52, it is an
offence to stop any vehicle on a highway in such a manner as to interfere with the movement of traffic or the clearing of snow from the highway? Please make sure you park off any highway or roadway so as to
permit snow removal equipment and vehicles to clean the streets during the winter season.
• SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160
states every owner/occupant of any building or vacant lot within the
Township of Uxbridge shall clear all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s)
adjacent to their property within 24 hours after the accumulation of
snow and/or ice.
• SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW Please keep the Township Snowmobile
By-Law in mind while operating your motorized snow vehicle this winter season. You are not permitted to ride your snowmobile on any
sidewalks, park lands or any other Township property except to cross.
Any person found in contravention of this By-Law is liable to a fine.

22nd, any extra lights will be left at the township
office for exchange during working hours.)

Tucked away in a corner of
Uxbridge is a small business office
that probably few Uxbridgians
know is there. But inside that
office is one of the bright lights of
Canada's small business community. Sue Bennett was recently
named as one of the top 100
women entrepreneurs in the country. In fact, she was listed in 57th
place. Without question, it was
time to invite her for a cup of coffee.

How long did you keep Bennett
Design as a one-woman home-based
company?
Well, I was actually only a onewoman show for about six months.
I started the company in April and
by November I hired my first
employee because I was too busy. So
I brought on someone who could
do sample boards for me while I was
busy doing construction drawings
and then that person ended up
being able to do accounting, and so

So, Sue, you're one of the top 100 actually one of the top 60 - women
entrepreneurs in Canada. And you
started out as a one-woman home
business. When was that?
That was in 1997. I started the
company when I was on maternity
leave with my daughter. I had the
opportunity to work on a couple of
projects. I finished one project in
the middle of the night and put
Bennett Design Associates on it and
sent it off and the client actually
wrote me a cheque to Bennett
Design Associates. So when I took
the cheque to the bank, they asked
me if I had a business account and I
said I'd better get one. So I ended
up doing the whole thing backwards. I had the work before I had
the company. By the time I was due
to go back after maternity leave, I
had 15 projects on my board and I
just didn't have time to go back to
my other job.
When you took maternity leave
from the company you were working
for, was that the same line of work?
Yes. At the time I was a senior interior designer for a commercial firm.
The day I came back from maternity leave to hand in my resignation
was my10-year anniversary (with
the company).

together we figured it out as we
went. That person has been with
me for 15 years now.
And now, 15 years later, you have
16 employees?
I think we're at 18. We've grown
quite organically. When we have the
work and the work grows, we hire
CASH MOB
for keeps. We'll never hire based on
projects. If we've got a project coming in that we need people for but
we know that at the end of the project we'd have to diminish our staff,
we will just beef up our hours.
There are a lot of firms that hire on
for projects and then let everybody
go. We've never done that.
Designers that are hired by us generally work on contract for the first HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!

two years, just to ensure that we've
got that fit, because it's a small firm
with a very distinct culture. As long
as they fit on the team, then we
bring them on as an employee after
two years.
Eventually, as you hired more people, it must have sunk into you that
"I'm a boss with people working for
me." Was there ever a moment of
realization that was scary?
There have been many sleepless
nights. Part of that is because of a
lot of decisions that get made. In
the early days, it was me making
those decisions. I couldn't secondguess myself. But the smartest thing
I've done is hire brilliant people.
They're almost all smarter than me.
They completely fill gaps that I
can't fill. So when I realize there's
something I can't do or there's
something that I'm missing in my
capabilities, we hire for that purpose. The scariest moment that I
had was when we moved to
Douglas Road. It was easy working
out of the house. There was no real
risk.
How long did you run the business
out of your house?
About eight years. I have to tip my
hat to my neighbours. They were
the most patient people ever. We
ended up having eight employees
working...
continued page 4

Don’t Miss The

Federal By-Election 2012
All-Candidates Meeting
Moderated by Ted Barris

Monday, Nov. 12 7:00 p.m.
Uxbridge Arena Community Centre
Sponsored by the Uxbridge Cosmos

Elemi Organics

5th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LIGHT
EXCHANGE!
The Uxbridge Energy
Conservation Committee (ECC) is inviting
all Uxbridge residents to exchange their
old incandescent Christmas lights for a
new string of LED Energy Efficient lights.
This is the 5th consecutive year for this
event! Please bring your strings of old
lights and exchange them 1 for 1 with a
new LED string. This will be a first come
first serve event. Limit of 2 strings per
household. Date: THURSDAY NOVEMBER 22nd, 5-7pm, Township Offices Council Chambers. (Note: After November

by Roger Varley

Nov. 22 - 5-8pm

T H E T OWNSHIP
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www.facebook.com/UxbridgeBIA

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Coffee with Sue
from page 3
....out of the house. So there was a lot of coming and
going. We actually put an addition on the house to
accommodate a bigger office space. The neighbours could
have thrown up a big stink, but they were really patient
with us. I never had any intentions of setting out to
become a multi-millionaire or anything. That wasn't my

For further information, contact
Arthur Schickedanz
(416) 540-7060 or (905) 852-0725
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driver. My driver was freedom. I wanted to be able to
spend more time with my children. I wanted to be there
when my kids got awards, I wanted to be there if the kids
were sick and I wanted the flexibility I never had working
for another company, It's one of the things we've actually
carried over to today. Bennett Associates is known as a
family-friendly company. We have a lot of young moms
who are designers and if they've got a kid who's running
in a race, I expect them to be there to see that child win
or of their child is sick, we expect them to be at
home. We have to support that, because that
was one of my frustrations and one of the reasons I started the company.
You started the company while on maternity
leave. Was that your first child?
No, that was my third.
Oh, so the idea of starting a company didn't
come along with the first two.
Oh, I just wasn't there yet. And it's funny,
because I used to teach competitive gymnastics
for years and years and years and about three
years before I started Bennett Design I'd actually written a whole business plan in order to start
a new competitive gymnastics club based in
Stouffville. I had the whole thing figured out
and then I realized that every single time I
would be at that gym would be when my children were at home. And it just wasn't a proper
fit for me. So when I started Bennett Design it
was easy, because it was what I knew, it worked
in my schedule, I had the freedom to really
make myself available to my children. The kids
would be at school during the day: I'd pick
them up and have family time, dinner, bedtime
and reading and then I'd go back to work.
Often I'd work into the wee hours of the morning, but I was always available for my kids. I've
always been pretty good at multi-tasking.
Let's talk a little about the company. It's interior design, not interior decorating. For barbarians like myself, what's the difference?
In our industry, we have
interior decorators that
can pick colours and
place furniture but they
are not educated or
licenced to do construction drawings. In the
States, we are also considered interior architects. So from the exterior walls in, we do all of
the construction. We do
the lighting, all the electrical. We don't actually
do the construction: we
do the construction
drawings.
Like blueprints.
Well, they're not actually
blueprints. About a year
ago, one of our major
projects was a 200,000square foot space down
in Toronto for TD Bank
and we were the prime
consultants. We'll hire
on all the architects, we'll
hire on all the engineers
and we manage the project. So we can run the
thing on an interior project where we're not
affecting the exterior wall
or the exiting. What we

LUTHERAN CHURCH
INAUGURAL SERVICE
To be held at
Goodwood United Church
Sunday November 18, 2012
11:15 am
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do is corporate interiors right across Canada, we do retail
roll-out stores. Right now we're doing 144 Five Guys
Burgers and Fries restaurants right across Canada. And
we'll do high-end residential pretty much within the
GTA. We have a small division that only does residential,
we have a division that does only retail and the majority
of our design team does corporate.
So first you start a home-based company and now you
have a company that has divisions. Wow! I've heard it said
that behind every successful woman, there's a surprised
man. What does your husband think about this?
He has been amazingly supportive and non-intrusive. He
trusted me, he's allowed me to do what I need to do. I
went for a whole year without ever taking a salary. I mean,
we've had crunch times where we just had to knuckle
under and get the job done and wait out the cash flow
issue. I think every entrepreneur goes through those critical times where you have to say: "Okay, what is that risk
ratio that I'm willing to kind of suck up?" Bob is there
with advice when I ask him but he has not stuck his nose
into my business.
Neil Sedaka had a song years ago about missing the hungry days before he became rich and successful. Do you
sometimes miss those hungry days?
Do I miss drafting and working on the computer? Yes. I
miss the design part of it. And there's still hungry days.
Does business ever get really easy? I don't think so. I
haven't had it yet. Every single day there's always a new
challenge, there's always a mountain to climb. The main
thing is, that is what keeps it interesting. We just nailed a
major account yesterday. That's what keeps me going. I
love that.
You have 18 employees. Are they all women?
No. They often are. We have a director of business development who's a male. Other than that, we're all female
right now. We have had male employees. One of the benefits of being in Uxbridge is the designers that we attract
are younger women who have worked in a downtown
firm but now have families and live in a sub-division.
They don't want to travel downtown anymore. It's the
women with families that are looking for that balance in
life that are looking to come and work with us. But it
doesn't matter if you're a man or a woman. In order to fit
into our firm, that's not a prerequisite.
The reason I ask is not to suggest you discriminate against
men, but it seems to me that women tend to help each
other and are more empathetic.
Definitely I think there's a difference in the IQ versus the
EQ, the emotional quotient. We strive to understand each
other and we work hard, but we play pretty hard. Having
margarita parties on a Friday afternoon is not uncommon
at our place. Who wants to work and hate what they do?
I bring my dogs to work and we have a backyard at the
office so the dogs can be outside or we can all eat lunch
together outside. And we back onto the trails of Uxbridge
so almost every day that I'm in town and I've got the dogs
with me, I'll walk through the trails at lunch, which is just
a blessing.
Do you have time for other activities outside the business?
I'm a high school cheer-leading coach at USS.
Do you have anything to do with those wonderful new
uniforms the Tiger cheer-leaders are now wearing?
Yes. I took over the team last year and we decided to come
in with a whole new program and kind of turn it on its
head a little bit and we've had great support from the
community.
Are you an Uxbridge girl?
I've actually been in Uxbridge for 21 years. I'm originally
from Montreal and went to high school in Markham. My
husband and I chose Uxbridge because it was like
Markham used to be. It's been the best place ever to raise
children. Giving back to your community is the least you
can do.
Sue, it's been a pleasure. Thank you.
Thank you
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

The young and the useless

Credit where it's due

It started when I was a kid. I would barricade myself behind a wall of cereal
boxes and study the ingredients of my breakfast. The tables of nutritional contents were the original box
scores in my world. It was evident early on that I was one of those people for whom the acquisition of mundane trivia and useless data would be a lifelong affliction. It still haunts me today; people always tell me I’m
full of it.
Growing up, breakfast wasn’t so much a meal as an expedition. I would often venture into the heart of culinary darkness by experimenting with unusual cereal combinations. As a ten-year-old Balboa of the breakfast table, I would pour Bran Flakes and Honeycomb into the same bowl and drown them in milk. No concoction was too disgusting or otherworldly for the Cereal Warrior. In one ill-advised bout of foolishness, I even
poured chocolate milk over a slagheap of Captain Crunch and Lucky Charms. The resulting brown sludge with
green and purple highlights looked more like an industrial accident than the day’s most important meal. It
was also the day I was introduced to Kaopectate.
But these insane cravings were just a sidebar; it still came down to the facts. By the time the bowl was empty,
I could recite the vital statistics of my breakfast for all to hear. “Hey Mom, did you know there is enough
sugar in a bowl of Count Chocula to drop a young moose? And that it also contains 17% of your daily recommended dose of thiamin?” Unless you’re a young moose or suffer from an acute shortage of essential minerals you probably couldn’t give a rat’s tail feathers for such drivel. But I found it fascinating. They probably
rued the day they did it, but my parents bought me a set of encyclopedias when I was twelve. Talk about promoting the junkie to head pharmacist. I would disappear into my room for hours to pore over them. Just as
mom and dad were about to send in a search party, I would emerge from my bunker to regale them with little factoids too obscure even for Trivial Pursuit. I couldn’t remember to walk the dog or how to load a dishwasher, but I could inform them that Dag Hammerskjold succeeded Trygve Lie as Secretary-General of the
United Nations. They would nod their heads and smile, fearing their son was this close to being a case study
on Dr. Phil.
Still, knowledge, even the useless kind, is power. And with great power comes great responsibility. My school
chums would remind me of this every day. I was already, shall we say, socially awkward. If getting beat up
in science class was a sport, I would’ve made the All-Nerd team. They would warn me that if I started reciting the nutritional contents of my breakfast at recess, I would end up tied to a tree naked. They probably
saved my life.
But I was something of an enigma to the goons that used to tap dance on my windpipe before the teacher
arrived. Aside from being a “browner” (a term that honours and demeans at the same time), I was also good
at sports. I was better at floor hockey than many of my assailants, which bought me some grudging respect
from the herculoid set. But once a nerd always a nerd. At our graduation ceremony, I was voted “Most Likely
to Wear a Pocket Liner”. My propensity for being a data machine only cemented this image.
Aside from annoying your family on long car trips, I can’t think of a single practical use for my particular,
um, gift. Except one, perhaps. I believe my pointless tangents could save Dalton McGuinty’s taxpayer-funded
hide. Premier Dad could offer up a parting gift to the people of Ontario before taking that long hike up Mount
Government Pension. He should create a new cabinet post – Minister of Useless Information. Of course a cabinet shuffle would unearth a whole host of worthy candidates, some of whom already hold the title in an unofficial capacity. But I’ve been honing my skills for a lifetime. I could be the secret weapon of a wayward government looking for the ultimate distraction. They could parade the right honourable member in front of the
cameras to take the flak for the latest embattled politico. Roll tape.
“Mr. Minister, could you please tell us why your government couldn’t find a solution to the deficit with both
hands and a road map?”
“No. But did you know that the voice of Tony the Tiger was none other than Thurl Ravenscroft? And that he
also sang, ‘You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch’?”
Another scandal averted.

It seemed just another typical Saturday morning at the coffee shop. Kids pointing
at the donuts they wanted. Adults craving that first cup. A local by-election candidate had even set up shop at a corner table to bolster his door-to-door canvassers with coffee, donuts and a pep talk. But near the door, I spotted an
older man wearing a blue baseball cap with a Royal Canadian Navy logo and the name “HMCS Toronto” emblazoned
on it.
“Navy veteran, are you?” I asked.
“No,” the man said. “That's the ship my son served on.”
“You're a vet though, are you?”
“I served with the Royal Canadian Regiment in Korea,” he said.
His name is Ken Lardner. And in addition to his son serving aboard the Royal Canadian Navy frigate HMCS Toronto,
Ken had a brother who served with the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders and another brother in the Lincoln and
Welland Regiment - both in the Second World War. Then in 1950, when the Korean War broke out, Ken had enlisted and served as a heavy equipment mechanic in the 2nd Battalion of the RCR overseas. But having given me a
sketch of his service, he wondered why I was interested.
“My oldtimers hockey team, the Uxbridge Oilies, holds a Remembrance Day tournament on Nov. 10,” I pointed
out. “And we always recognize a veteran during the tournament. Would you consider being this year's veteran?”
He sort of shrugged his shoulders. He admitted he rarely got involved in such things as Legion dinners,
Remembrance Day observances or veterans' events of any sort. He seemed a bit embarrassed I was so interested in
his military service in Korea. But he also appeared to like the idea.
“Nobody's ever asked me to do anything like that before,” he said.
And that's exactly why Ken Lardner is the right person to be recognized at our Remembrance Day tourney this
Saturday at the arena. Nobody's ever asked him to do it before. The message in many of the presentations, speeches and articles I've written in recent years has often consisted of a kind of call to action. I have invited veterans to
step forward and share some of what they've experienced while on a tour of duty. And I have encouraged just as
many family and friends to step forward and ask them about it. In other words, I've tried to connect those who've
witnessed war first-hand with the rest of us who haven't.
It turns out I am not alone in this crusade. Last Saturday night, I was guest speaker at the 8th annual “Take a Vet
to Dinner” evening in Orillia, Ont. The event, initiated by Orillia resident Dick Johnston, has a very simple premise.
In the days leading up to Remembrance Day, Johnston suggested, it's not enough just to pay tribute to servicemen
and women in silence at the cenotaph on Nov. 11. It's equally important to get surviving vets out into the community to share a well-cooked meal, some conversation around the dinner table and, if possible, thoughts about how
they served their country.
“Our dinner differs from a Legion dinner,” Johnston explained. “The onus is on individuals in the community to
contact a veteran and then act as his/her host at the dinner.”
What made the evening most remarkable was that it wasn't marked solely by seriousness and sombre reflection.
Actually, it was a real gab fest. I sat with Bud Weeks, an infantry vet who'd survived the Dieppe raid and the
Normandy invasion, and Doug Giles, a navy vet who recalled service in the liberation of Italy. Everywhere I looked
around the banquet hall - and there were about 20 tables of 10 veterans and non-veterans - I saw vets exchanging
stories, recalling comrades, remembering times past. I even overheard a few ribald jokes. But the chatter - among
the 71 veterans and their hosts - filled the hall for several hours. There were high school students mixed among the
diners too. And they took on the responsibility of introducing each and every veteran through the evening.
“We do a lot of good on this one night of the year,” Johnston said. “We need to pay more attention to these people.”
As far as Ken Lardner is concerned, the local Korean War veteran I met in the coffee shop, he's not the least bit
interested in attracting attention to his service. After I met him in the coffee shop and invited him to our event, I
even had to contact his son about digging up his father's service medals, just in case Ken decides to wear them this
Saturday at the Remembrance Day tournament. Lardner even called me back this week to ask if I really did want
him to participate.
“Mr. Lardner, you're a veteran,” I said. “We don't give you guys enough credit and we're trying to make up for
it.”
For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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our two cents
Election time
So the big election south of the border wasn’t as close, after all, as all the pollsters were
making it out to be. The popular vote was a bit of a squeaker, although at our press
time the incumbent, Mr. Obama, was starting to pull away in those numbers as well,
but in the U.S. the popular vote doesn’t mean much in the crunch. The important thing
is the good old medieval Electoral College, which means that in 48 out of 50 states
(Nebraska and Maine being the only two that allot their electoral votes proportionally), the top vote-getter gets every single one of that state’s votes. In California, for
instance, if Barack got just one more vote than Mitt, he would get all 55 electoral votes
while his opponent got zilch. Heck of a system. As it turned out, of course, Obama did
a whole lot better than that in California, walloping Romney by almost a million votes,
but in theory....
At any rate, the final Electoral College tally looks to be about 332 to 206 for Obama,
not really close at all. Not only did the President get most of the so-called “swing
states”, he got most of the big ones, too, handily taking places like New York and
Illinois while Mitt was waxing him in low-density places like Montana and Alaska. About
the only big state that went Romney’s way was Texas, and the Bushes would have had
to leave if it turned out otherwise.
So now all the fuss is over across the border, we can get down to our own mini-election, with federal by-elections taking place on Nov. 26 in Calgary, Victoria and right
here in Durham. Like many by-elections, these ones won’t alter the standings in the
House of Commons, but they might be a gauge of how folks are feeling about the
Harper majority 18 months down the road (or perhaps how they feel about Tom
Mulcair or Justin Trudeau). The Calgary and Durham seats were Tory ones, the Victoria
one belonged to the NDP.
Here in Durham, we’ve settled down to six candidates. Liberal Grant Humes, Andrew
Moriarity for Christian Heritage, and the Greens’ Virginia Ervin have all run in Durham
before, not very successfully, but Trudeau and Elizabeth May, particularly if they pop
by during the campaign, could up their visibility considerably. Larry O’Connor of the
NDP is a blast from the past, with more polirtical experience than all the rest put
together. If he could persuade Mulcair to knock on a few doors with him, he could make
it very close indeed. And the two rookies here are fascinating ones - Erin o’Toole, son
of our MPP, for the Tories, and Michael Nicula, the Toronto leader of a new group called
the Online Party. A very interesting sextet.
Since we’re going to be represented by the winner for almost three years in Ottawa,
it would be wrong of you to dismiss this vote as less important than a regular election.
So vote by all means, and make your vote a more educated one by coming out to the
Cosmos all-candidates meeting next Monday, Nov. 12, at the Arena Community Centre.
We predict a lively debate; you wouldn’t want to miss that. And you certainly would
kick yourself if any of the party leaders show up - they often do during by-elections and you weren’t there to get an autograph. See you Monday.
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Letters to the Editor
As a life long member of the
United Church I was appalled that
the Board of Trinity United refused
permission for the performance of
The Armed Man in their sanctuary
because it included a 90 second
Muslim call to prayer (Cosmos,
Nov. 1). The United Church of
Canada is not only a "united”
church but a "uniting" church,
widely known to be inclusive and
ecumenical. And it considers
Muslims and Jews to be cousins in
faith.
It's interesting that, while this
controversy was brewing at Trinity,
Claremont United Church was the
scene of a multi-faith service of
thanksgiving. Our sanctuary was
filled with Muslims, Jews, Sikhs,
Baha'is and Christians, all sharing
their music, prayer and scripture.
At the end of the service we all
joined hands in a circle and sang
the United Church hymn "Draw
the Circle Wide". It was an exciting, enriching experience for everyone there!
What a shame that Trinity finds
itself unable to live the motto of the
United Church, "Ut omnes unum
sint", "That all may be one".

performed works in the 21st century by a living composer.
Since the horrors of war and the
hope for peace are universal, crossing all borders and faiths, the work,
in conveying this universality, contains a short 90 second portion that
records the Muslim call to prayer.
Trinity's Board insisted this portion
be removed if it were to be played
in the church.
Since childhood I have had a high
regard for the United Church and
its openness. As a result I have difficulty believing the congregation
at Trinity and its Minister, would
support their Board's view - a
view that in my judgment at least,
seems so far removed from both the
views of the United Church, as well
as those of the Uxbridge community.
Regardless, the decision has been
made and I look forward to hearing
the Mass for Peace at St. Paul's
Presbyterian Church in Leaksdale
on Nov 11. However, I would urge
others in the community to express
their views on this subject, in the
hope that this may encourage
Trinity to take a different view in
future.

Wendy Duncan
Claremont

Brian Buckles
Glen Major

Among many others in the community who have mentioned it to
me, I am depressed and dismayed
by Trinity United Church's decision to not allow the Chamber
Choir to perform Karl Jenkins’
Mass for Peace. This worldrenowned expression of the horrors
of war, which ends in a hope for
peace, and the text from Revelation
- "God will wipe away the tears" seems a most fitting piece to be
played at Trinity. I understand that
the Mass and Requiem are the most

Once upon a time there was a
Cosmos columnist, Roger Varley,
who had a very useful magic wand.
When, in his outrage, he declared
no Christians spoke out against a
political expedient, then found that
they had done so, he waved his
wand and turned their deeds into
acts of insufficiency (Nov. 1).
Although in the realm beyond the
mists of his kingdom fewer and
fewer people were looking to the
CBC and national newspapers, and
instead turning to the Internet to

find information and be heard, he
could wave his wand and show that
those who turned not to the
national organs were delinquent in
their duty.
In that strange world beyond his
own, referring to religious conviction as “a bunch of fairy tales” was
a contemptuous slur, but, waving
his wand, he was able to turn it into
a fuzzy blanket in which he and the
ministers he interviewed could all
cuddle. Once, when a point about
abortion went sailing over his head,
he waved his wand and poof!, the
point turned into a red herring that
fell flapping at his ruby shoes.
In the other world, provincial
funding was limited to non-elective
medical procedures, but in the
World of the Wand, “abortion . . .
should be funded just as any other
medical procedure is funded.” It
didn’t matter that his support for
the funding of abortion was founded on the faulty premise that other
elective medical procedures are
government funded – the wand was
able to turn limited tax resources
into a socialist fantasy.
And what about government
Ministers who limited funding to
Christian ministers through an
exclusive focus on the bottom line?
Why, the wand could turn that
from a political expedient into a
promotion of Christianity, that sinister religion that Roger and his
beloved national organs all knew
was, after all, only a world of make
believe.
And Roger could ask confidently
whether he was wrong, time and
again, knowing that the wand
could turn wrong into right.
Sean Thompson
Uxbridge
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Legendary lions looking for leaders
What started as a change in the
office environment from a
Chicago business man is now the
largest voluntary service organization in the world. The Lion's
Club Foundation has been in the
works since 1917, and to this day,
provides communities in every
corner of the globe with a reliable
and local charity that lends a hand
where help is needed. Our own
Uxbridge Lion's Club has existed
since the 1970's, and in that time,
has raised thousands of dollars in
support of Uxbridge schools,
Loaves and Fishes food bank, and
Precious Minds, to name a few. As
such a jewel in our town's collection of local charities, it’s a shame

to report the Lions are suffering
from a shortage of members. Now
only a small crew of eleven comrades, the Uxbridge Lion's Club is
a slowly shrinking, dwindling
pride.
If you're trying to jog your memory as to where you've seen the
Lions before, Elgin Park is a good
place to start. For the last 18
years, the Lions have been proud
hosts of the annual Art in the Park
festival, in which artists from
across Ontario gather to exhibit
their works of intense labour. The
food booth in the centre of the
park, is owned and operated by
the Lions. Hotdogs, hamburgers,
and all kinds of munchies are
shovelled out through the booth
during the busiest times in the

Park, the Fall Fair being the most
active. On the streets, the Lions
are collecting spare change for
their Voluntary Road Toll
fundraiser, and dishing out during
the Pancake Breakfast.
Our Uxbridge Lions past-president and membership chairman,
Larry Peet, jokily remarks “I've
been apart of the Lions for 40
years, and I'm still flipping pancakes!”
All proceeds raised by the Lions
are donated to local charities. The
main recipient of Lion funds is
Canine Visions Canada, an association that specializes in the
training and schooling of dogs
that assist the blind, deaf, and
those with physical disabilities.
The money raised subsidizes the
care for the dogs in addition to
paying for the rigorous training.
Other generous heirs of Uxbridge
Lion funds include the Uxbridge
Secondary School Academic
Scholarships, the Sunderland

Music Festival and the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital.
So we must ask ourselves: why
would such a beneficial attribute
of our Uxbridge community be
dying out? Could it be that we're
dividing our time between family
and the other Uxbridge clubs, and
leaving the Lions behind?
“There are many things to do in
Uxbridge,” says Larry Peet “We
already have three or four different kinds of clubs or societies.
Then we have the theatre and
sports teams too. We're not the
only club that is suffering from
shrinking numbers, either.”
Over the years, it seems that the
Lions have been unable to replace
the members they lose from passing on or moving away. Large
events, such as the Fall Fair, are a
three day job to set up and prepare for, which is a colossal
amount of work for a tiny group
of eleven. The decline of Lion
participants is so steep, the organization has taken measures to
advertise recruitment for replace-

ments
It is a shame that our older, yet
more substantial voluntary groups
are fading into the background.
The Lions club has been a valuable component of Uxbridge for
over 40 years, and continues to be
an organization admired by the
community. The Lions club has
been a place were friendships have
been forged, discoveries made and
goals achieved for generations.
As Larry explains, “It feels good
to be a part of the social aspect of
the Lions.”
As fresh ideas take shape and
new events come to light, you can
always depend on the Lions to be
there. Let's hope that in time,
more leaders step up to the plate
and join this ambitious group of
volunteers.
If you're interested in becoming
a member of the Lions, Call Larry
Peet at 905-852-1795 or speak to
any one of the Lions Club members.

Elemi Organics

CASH MOB

Nov. 22 - 5-8pm

by Michelle McNally

HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!
www.facebook.com/UxbridgeBIA

BOOK

YOUR

2013 MEMBERSHIP NOW!

- 10% OFF when you book before Nov 30th, 2012
- FREE golf for the rest of 2012 when you sign up

- Call 905-852-7962 to book now!

Book your Christmas party at Scrambles today - 905-852-7323
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Letters to the Editor
Goodwood Public School has decided to cancel its
public ceremony for Remembrance Day. Apparently
they will still be having individual learning in the
classroom, but no public ceremony. This is disgusting, it has always been a community event at any
school I have been associated with. I was told there
is no time to prepare the children, and that there will
also be no band; they are apparently trying to get
somebody to play taps over the PA on bagpipes.
Really, I am saddened that the teachers have taken
this stance on such a thing as this; we are losing our
heritage, and being the niece of veterans I find this
disgusting. If I ruffle some feathers with this letter so
be it; celebrate Remembrance Day as we have done
in the schools for years. Keep the politics out of it,
and out of our schools.
Karen Kenyon
Goodwood

By-election cast complete

see the children learning as they took part in the
services. I came from a "military family", having
five members in the Canadian Armed Forces.
Cancelling the Remembrance Service is nothing
more than an insult to our veterans. A "slap in the
face", if you will. I remember when teachers were
looked up to and earned the respect of students, parents, and the community.
It must be pointed out that this has been a community service and not just a closed in-school service.
The teachers that have decided to cancel this year's
service don't deserve the freedoms and choices that
our veterans have given them through their dedication and sacrifice. If they choose to wear a poppy this
year, they need to look themselves in the mirror. And
to reassess their positions on this issue.
However, I must point out that not all teachers
agree with the action taken by some of their peers. It
is hoped that in the future they will lead by a strong
example and not simply follow others!

Recently, there was an announcement from the
Goodwood Public School stating that they are cancelling the Community Remembrance Service that
has been held at the school for many years.
I lived in Goodwood for 20 years and have enjoyed
attending many of these services. It was a pleasure to

Try the finest fresh sushi in
North Durham...

All you can eat

from

1995

$

10% off with this coupon
(regular menu only)

54 Water Street, Port Perry 905.982.1144

George Wood
Uxbridge

The Dragon Flies Breast Cancer Survivor
Group, based in Lindsay, made yet another huge donation to the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital last week of $35,000, making a
total of more than $219,000 donated
since 2005. Jo-Anne Gray of the Hospital
Foundation (centre) received the funds
from Dragon Flies (L to R) Sonja Parker,
Marion Martin, Ann Barrett and Elaine
Harvey. Photo by Conrad Boyce.

Uxbridge
Farmers’ Market
Indoors at the
Uxbridge Arena Community Centre
Sundays until Dec. 23, 10 am - 2 pm
Check us out for late-season produce,
baked goods, preserves, honey products,
frozen meats,
AND...
Dozens of unique gift ideas
for the coming
Holiday
Season!
Bring in this ballot valid for the Market this week. You could win the
weekly market basket draw on Sunday, November 4th.
Name:_______________________________ Phone #______________

by Roger Varley
Yet another fringe party candidate
has entered the Durham riding federal by-election. Michael Nicula of
Toronto, founder and leader of the
Online Party of Canada, becomes
the sixth candidate on the ballot for
the Nov. 26 election, being held to
replace Conservative Bev Oda, who
quit as cabinet minister and member of Parliament during the summer.
Mr. Nicula joins Conservative Erin
O'Toole, Liberal Grant Humes,
New Democrat Larry O'Connor,
Virginia Ervin of the Green Party
and Andrew Moriarity of the
Christian Heritage Party in the race.
Mr. Nicula, director of a Torontobased IT services company, started
the Online Party in hopes of
enabling Canadians to become
involved in the political process
using Internet technology. Members
of OPC would be allowed to vote
on every bill in front of Parliament
and would be able to see what is

each party's stance on specific bills.
The idea is to have MPs respond to
constituents rather than to toe the
party line.
Meanwhile, the by-election continues almost invisibly in Uxbridge.
Only one of the candidates - Mt.
Humes - has opened a campaign
office in the township and election
signs appear to be few and far
between. Apart from newspaper
advertisements, the only other
apparent indication there is a byelection is Mr. Humes' video spots
on the Internet.
Uxbridge residents will have an
opportunity to see and question the
contenders on Monday, Nov. 12, at
an all-candidates meeting hosted by
The Cosmos at the community centre at the arena, with columnist and
broadcaster Ted Barris acting as
moderator. The evening, beginning
at 7 p.m., will start with opening
remarks from the candidates, followed by a short debate, followed by
questions from the floor.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

9

T h u r s d a y, N o v e m b e r 8 t h 2 0 1 2

COMING HOME
THE AFTERMATH OF WAR
A Special Section for Remembrance Day

Winning the lottery
Coming home. It's what every
soldier hopes for, what every soldier's mother prays for. Some are
blessed enough to make it back
on to home soil, others are less
fortunate. One of Uxbridge's
sons has made it home safely,
and knows he's one of the lucky
ones.
Major Jeff Peck joined the
Canadian Forces when he was
19, having always known that
that was the career he wanted to
pursue. He spent almost 14 years
as an infantry officer - fancy
words for soldier, or in his
words, “the guy with the
gun.” He has gone to the
places most of us only hear
about on the news, and
vaguely pay attention to. He
participated in a peacekeeping mission in Bosnia. He
lived in a trench in Kandahar,
Afghanistan. He was in Beirut
during the Israeli - Hezbollah
conflict. He provided aid
when the earth shook in the
Indian Ocean on Boxing Day,
2004, going to Sri Lanka,
which was the hardest hit
country, after Indonesia. He's
travelled and trained for the
Canadian Forces in Austria,
in Indonesia, all over the
world. He's seen things that, as
he puts it, “people just aren't
meant to see.”
Of course, he won't go into
detail, but he knows better than
anyone that it's not uncommon
for those who have been
deployed to come back with all
kinds of scars - physical, emotional and mental - as a result of

what they've been through. And
he's lived in all kinds of surroundings, from trenches to
hotels. So he knows what he's
talking about when he calmly,
yet firmly, states that “we, living
in Canada, have won the lottery.”
“Upon reflection you come
back home and realize that we
have won the lottery for living in
Canada. I have been to many
places in my career, and there is
no question as to how privileged
we Canadians are. It is frustrat-

ing when I observe this country
being taken advantage of, or
exploited by our own citizens. I
have served with some of the
finest Canadians I have ever met.
They never ask "what's in it for
me?" They always ask "What can
I do to help?"
This in no way means that, as
soon as Major Peck landed his

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
boots on Canadian soil, he was
content, and just happy to be
alive. He puts it best in his own
words:
“You go through a period of
decompression where you struggle to adjust back to ‘normal’
life. This length and intensity of
the decompression usually corelates to how austere and dangerous the mission was. When I
came back from Afghanistan,
where the conditions were
rough, I craved time alone. I
struggled with crowds and usually surrounded myself
with trusted friends who
shared similar experiences.”
Jeff says that he has lost
some great friends, and
has seen some great people become not who they
were, as the ravages of
conflict take their mental
and physical toll. He
admits that he came back
from some operations
“mad, stressed, and
angry,” and knows that
he has gone through a lot
of various stages of coping and recuperating to
get to where he is today.
He now lives in a tiny
village about 20 minutes from
Kingston, where he travels to
work every day, with his wife
and two sons. After 10-plus
“hard years” of infantry-specific
work, which can take a toll on
the body as well as the mind, he
was ready to settle a bit, and
began to look for something different to do, something that

'OD "LESS /UR 6ETERANS

would offer a bit more stability
for himself and his family. He
began looking at his options,
and discovered that, if he was
willing to commit to being a
lawyer for the Canadian Forces,
they would put him through law
school. This appealed, so he
made the transition, and is now
a legal advisor for the Canadian
Forces. He specializes in operational law, which covers when
and how Canada can deploy its
forces worldwide, as well as providing input and advice to procedures and cases in the military
justice system. He's happy with

what he's doing, and considers
himself lucky to be doing it in
such a fabulous country. He's
big on making sure that he doesn't take it all for granted, and
he's keen to make sure that those
of us who haven't seen the horrors of that side of life don't take
it for granted either. He's travelling to a school in Markham in
time for Remembrance Day to
speak about his experiences to
the students there, in the hopes
that they will realize what a great
country it is in which they live.
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The cost of the home front
On Remembrance Day we honour fallen members of the armed
forces, and are reminded of their
sacrifice. Poppies are the symbol
of this act of remembrance; we
also wear them to recognize and
support all active and retired
armed
forces
personnel.
However another group of people, closely associated with these
past and present members of the
armed forces, are largely forgotten but also have sacrificed for
'the greater good'.
Every soldier, sailor, or airman
has a family. Mothers, fathers,
siblings, spouses, children, along
with extended relatives, all experience the absence of and concern for their loved one serving
away from home. How does the
danger, isolation, and stress of a
serving member affect the family
as a whole when that individual
is away from home, and also
when they return from the fighting?
The modern military family
faces the same day-to-day challenges as everyone else: getting
lunches made, backpacks and
briefcases packed, and everyone
out the door in good time for
school and work. However, with
deployments for tours of duty
sometimes lasting a year or
more, the responsibility falls to
the single parent left behind to
be both mother and father.
Many dads are the spouse-athome now, with more women
serving in the military.
Keeping in touch is easier for
this generation, with the internet, Skype, instant messaging

and satellite communications
world-wide. We are able to have
scenes of battle, disaster and
insurgency beamed directly into
our living rooms. It's just as well
that loved ones can equally be
kept apprised about the safety
and well-being of their family
members in the various danger
zones across the globe.
All who serve return changed
by their experiences. They have
seen another part
of the world, taken
part in another
people's way of life
and have experienced a lifestyle
very different from
their day-to-day
existence before
enlisting in the
armed
forces.
They've made a
contribution to
making another
place better than
when they arrived, but it is not
always a positive experience.
The reality of today's war zones
and peacekeeping missions are
that some veterans from these
areas of conflict return with serious health issues. Some are obvious: wounds from guns, bombs,
and destroyed structures and
machinery. These can be lifealtering, requiring lengthy therapy and rehabilitation.
Other wounds are not as obvious, and can take months to surface. These mental health illnesses are more difficult to treat.
Support and therapy are needed
by all. For some families, they
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by Nancy Melcher

are able to rebuild and move forward. Others cannot cope with
the changes, resulting in separation and divorce.
My British relative served ten
tours of duty in Northern
Ireland, during “The Troubles”.
Their role was to support the
local police “in its goal of restoring normality in Northern
Ireland”. For an operation that
was not in a war zone, it was

nevertheless a deadly arena of
conflict. He also served two
peacekeeping tours in the
Balkans, another non-war theatre of action. “While these theatres were real operations, with
separation, discomfort, dangers,
and a deadly enemy (the NI military death toll still exceeds Iraq
and Afghanistan) they were still
only Counter Insurgency and
Peacekeeping, not war-fighting.
We did not endure the degrees of
hardships, combat intensity and
dangers of the current generation's fighting, recently in Iraq
and still in Afghanistan.”
Every day the possibility of his

returning wounded or worse was
real. He explained it this way:
“The strains and worries for
wives, girlfriends, children and
families at home were no different to those of today's serving
generation. Operations were
comparatively easy for us soldiers, being busy, focussed, supported by our mates, and doing
what we loved. Although supported by friends and a strong
Regimental welfare system, it
was much harder
for young wives,
on their own,
away from home,
young children at
their feet, having
to cope with
everything for
themselves, and
ever-fearful of
breaking news or
the knock at their
door. None of
this has changed today.”
He's aware that today's soldiers
face a different public, one that
is more aware of the modern
military “and as a consequence
enjoy a level of public understanding, appreciation and
respect which is widespread...
This matters a lot to soldiers and
their families. This is evidenced
by the extraordinary public support for such charities as Help
For Heroes, which helps the
wounded, and by the large,
spontaneous and dignified public showings at military repatriations of the dead.”
We know about that here in

southern Ontario. The section of
highway 401 from Trenton to
Toronto is now called “The
Highway of Heroes”. It's the
route followed by repatriation
processions for Canadian soldiers who died in Afghanistan,
and we show our support from
bridges and overpasses each time
a convoy makes that solemn
journey.
The happiest homecoming has
soldiers, sailors and airmen
returning to their families
healthy and whole. Sadly, this is
not always the case. As we reflect
on those who made the ultimate
sacrifice, it's also important to
remember the other members of
the forces now living with
wounds that need time and help
to fully heal. They are still on
their journey back, to make their
own homecoming with their
families.
Perhaps it is best said by the
words of the song, Requiem for a
Soldier, from the TV show
“Band of Brothers”:
In fields of sacrifice
Heroes paid the price
Young men who died for old men's
wars
Gone to paradise
We are all one great band of
brothers
And one day you'll see we can
live together
When all the world is free.”
Lest we forget.
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In Remembrance of All Who Served
and Sacrificed in the Cause of
Peace and Freedom
JOHN R. O'TOOLE, MPP - DURHAM
75 King St. E., Bowmanville - (905) 697-1501 / 1-800-661-2433
john.otooleco@pc.ola.org

Home without anger
Steve Bell did not come home
from war in the best of health.
His ear drums were still damaged from explosions he had
endured. He still had shrapnel
embedded in his back. He had
arthritis in his hands and wrists
from shackles his captors had
used on him in POW camps.
And he weighed 97 pounds.
“I was placed on 100 per cent
pension,” he told me in 1993.
The government would compensate him for his Second
World War wounds. Six months
later, the army reviewed his file,
felt he was sufficiently recovered
and knocked his pension down
to 10 per cent. “That didn't
bother me… I knew I could
make it on my own.”
On the morning of August 19,
1942, Steve Bell had come
ashore in front of the French seaside town of Dieppe, as a radio
operator in “B” Squadron of the
Calgary Tank Regiment. The socalled hit-and-run raid on the
town was merely designed to test
the defences of the German
forces that had occupied France
since 1940. But when navy landing craft delivered his squadron
of tanks on the beach later than
planned, eliminating the surprise, the Canadians were massacred.
“We were hit on the turret just
coming down the [landing craft]
ramp,” Bell said. “This
[German] shell hit the top of it.
Just blew the tank lids right off.
All you could see up there was
daylight.”
Bell wasn't alone in the tank.
The two drivers - Earl Snyder

and Bill Willard - tried to
manoeuvre the now crippled
tank up the beach. Meanwhile,
machine gunner Charlie Provis
in the turret tried to return fire
and the lieutenant in charge
Dick Wallace peered through a
periscope trying to guide his
crew. It didn't matter. Within
seconds of being launched
ashore, the tank's tracks got
bogged down. Bell and his tank
crew were marooned on the
beach, where German gunners

on the cliffs above fired at will.
“We were hit about 15 or 20
times by high explosives. One
time we were lifted right off the
ground - a 60-ton tank three feet
off the ground - and dropped
back down,” he went on.
“Knocked three of us in the turret out cold.”
Things deteriorated from there.
With the tank stuck on the chert
rock, Bell joined another gunner,
Johnny Booker, outside the vehicle establishing a machine gun
position until a German shell
crashed into the tank above

by Ted Barris

them. Bell now had shrapnel in
his legs, his back and buttocks.
Both his ears were bleeding from
the concussion of the explosion.
Booker got hit in the legs,
Willard in the ankle, knee and
shoulder. Meanwhile, Charlie
Provis was dead from a bullet
through the head. It was now
about 11 o'clock. Royal Navy
landing craft reappeared along
the beach to pick them up, so
Bell and Booker tried dragging
wounded to the landing craft. As
they did, Germans came pouring
over the seawall, eventually capturing Bell on the beach.
The British commander of the
Dieppe
raid,
Louis
Mountbatten, had anticipated
75 per cent casualties. He was
nearly right. Of 85 tanks only 24
made it to shore. Bell said 30
troopers in his regiment were
killed and more than 100 were
taken prisoner. It took the
Germans a full day to clear the
beaches of bodies. Altogether
3,367 of the nearly 5,000
Canadians who embarked from
England that day became casualties. More than 900 of those
were killed in the bloodiest nine
hours in Canadian military history.
It turned out that Dieppe was
barely the preface to Stephen
Bell's wartime experience. For
the next three years - from
August 1942 until March 1945 he became a statistic in the Third
Reich's elaborate system of war
prisons, ultimately imprisoned
at Stalag VIII-B in Lamsdorf,
Poland. Steve heard the camp
held nearly 80,000 POWs,

about 1,200 to each compound,
about 150 in each barracks. As
punishment for their attack on
Dieppe, the Canadians' daily
routine not only included confinement but also binding. Each
day Bell said he was tied to 19
other men.
“Within an hour of being tied
up our hands were black due to
lack of circulation. We were tied
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day,”
Bell explained. “I went from
5'10” and 180 pounds to 5'9

1/4” and 110 pounds - skin and
bones.”
Bell escaped from German
POW camps five times in three
years and was recaptured four
times. His final escape took place
in March 1945. As the Russians
advanced into Poland and the
Germans abandoned the camps,
they force-marched their prisoners as hostages. On the trek west,
the POWs were accidentally
strafed by Allied aircraft. That's
when Bell (and Essex Scottish
infantryman Murray Denneau)
got away. But the winter elements nearly made their escape a
death sentence. Even late in the

season, temperatures dipped to
minus-40 degrees. Bell and
Denneau managed to survive for
a week on frozen cabbage leaves,
apples and a few potatoes.
On the verge of starvation, they
entered a German village and
knocked on a door. Bell confessed to the woman occupant
that they were Canadian prisoners-of-war on the run. He told
the woman she could turn them
in. Instead she let them in, fed
them potato soup (“the best
potato soup I ever tasted in my
life”) and sheltered them in the
basement. She had only one
request in return: Could she
bring a neighbour over to see
them? They didn't care.
“This neighbour woman had
letters from Gravenhurst,
Ontario,” Bell said. “Her son
was a POW there in Canada. She
said he wrote home to say how
well he was treated, the bacon
and eggs, the steaks. And
through the Eaton's catalogue,
he could order a radio. She had
letters that she read to us in
German. She had never seen a
Canadian before. But she was so
thankful that her son was in
Canada and not a prisoner in
Germany.”
Before Steve Bell died in 2009,
he told me he wasn't bitter about
his wartime treatment, especially
since a stranger - someone on the
enemy side - had saved him.
That German woman had given
him life after war and the chance
to come home.
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The sad story of Col. Sam Sharpe
If the size of his funeral was any
indication, the homecoming
Col. Sam Sharpe would have
received would have been substantial. But Col. Sharpe never
made it back to Uxbridge.
Instead, as crowds waited at the
train station for the arrival of
Sharpe and other World War I
soldiers,
his
death
was
announced. The shock must
have been palpable.
Born in Scott Township, and a
resident of Uxbridge, Sharpe
was a successful lawyer and a
Member of Parliament. He
recruited local men for the
116th Ontario County Battalion
and used some of his own funds
to support and train the approximately 1100 men who volunteered.
The battalion trained in
Uxbridge, which was transformed from a sleepy farming
community into a lively military
town. One suspects Sharpe’s
connection with his troops was
more intimate than it would
have been if the group had been
formed from a much larger centre. These were the sons, the husbands, the fathers, the friends of
families he had known. The connection was real.
Sharpe and his army of men
framed their mission as being
based on “an ardent desire to get
through the baptism of fire with
as much glory and as few casualties as possible.” After seven
months on the front, Sharpe’s
numbers had declined by a third;
at Passchendale, the 116th saw
huge casualties, and in the end
only 160 of the original 1100

would return.
Sharpe’s efforts on the battlefield were recognized when he
received the Distinguished
Service Order (DSO). The DSO
was a military order awarded to
officers for service under fire or
under conditions that were comparable to service in actual combat with the enemy. After his

death it was reported in the
Toronto Globe that “So anxious
was the colonel that there should
be no failure in this first important action of the 116th that on
the night before the raid he went
out himself into No Man’s Land
in the dark with some subalterns
and laid strips of white tape to
mark the practicable breaches in

by Shelagh Damus

the enemy’s wire. It was by these
narrow tape-marked paths,
winding among the deep wire
barriers, that the men of Sam
Sharpes’ command reached the
enemy position with comparatively few casualities.”
The reconnaissance efforts of
Sharpe in France earned him the
award, but he won the respect of
his soldiers because they knew
“that their commanding officer
ha[d] risked his life to make their
risks less.” (Toronto Globe) The
men of the 116th did not forget.
“Men who have returned spoke
highly of him as an officer. He
was always up with the men,
careful of their comfort, and
sharing all the war conditions of
the man in the trenches,”
(Toronto Evening Telegraph).
Sharpe survived battles at Vimy
Ridge, Passchendale, Cambrai
and Mons. He was physically
unharmed by the bombs and
bullets that blanketed the battlefields. Mentally, the death and
destruction cut to the core and
ate away at his ability to continue. No one could have prepared
him for the bodies languishing
in no-man’s land, the conditions
of the trenches and the loss of
those he had recruited. It was the
loss of the lives he had brought
to the war that weighed the
heaviest on his heart.
Col. Samuel Simpson Sharpe
could not forget, either. He felt
pain with each letter he wrote to
the families of the fallen. In his
two years overseas he witnessed
horrors untold and the near decimation of the battalion he had
personally recruited. In the end

it is likely his survival that was
the death of him. The papers
referred to his condition as having suffered a nervous breakdown – a condition that soon
was dubbed shell shock and has
since been given the Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) label. It is deadly no
matter what it is called. When he
was left alone to dress, Col. Sam
Sharpe threw himself from a second storey window of the Royal
Victoria Hospital in Montreal
onto the concrete pavement
below.
He completed his journey
home as so many of his battalion
had, not the “gallant colonel”
but a casualty of war. The news
of his death “cast a gloom of sadness,” and within the town it was
“not only the eyes of the fair sex
and children… but also of stalwart men [that] were dimmed
with tears… and the undercurrent of feeling was that not only
Uxbridge and the riding of
North Ontario, but the
Dominion of Canada had lost
one of its most noble patriots.”
(Toronto Telegraph)
The town magistrate in 1918
spoke of Col. Sharpe’s death in
words that are still relevant today
and could be applied to all those
individuals, young and old, our
community has lost to suicide.
The death “was not only a terrible shock to our citizens but a
real calamity to the town and
country at large.”
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last legs” or perhaps you hurt clocks – a time when we are all
your back or incurred some kind reminded to put new batteries in
of injury during the summer. A our smoke alarms and carbon
newer, lighter, more efficient monoxide detectors. These bags
shovel will make snow removal will be picked up as part of our
easier. Or maybe this is the year regular garbage.
you hire a service to do the job.
So before the snow flies, there
Now is the time to start calling are still a few things that need to
to get quotes because once that be done.
first snow falls, you don’t want to
And have a good winter, everybe scrambling to get help. one. Let’s enjoy it like red-bloodThere are services out there that ed Canadians should!
will come on an “as requested
basis” which may be more
affordable.
CASH MOB
Finally, Durham Region has
introduced a new battery recycling program. The region
will be issuing orange bags to
residents with the request that all
single use alkaline batteries be
placed in the bags for re-cycling.
The first series of bags were supposed to be available to coordinate with the changing of the HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!

Elemi Organics

Should I ask whether you have
put your 72 hour emergency kit
together yet? As I write this we
are awaiting the arrival of the
remnants of Sandy. The news
reporters and weather forecasters
are predicting power outages and
people in the States are shown
lining up for fuel, water and
food. How severe things will get
here, only time will tell.
Did you develop your two ways
out as recommended by the Fire
Marshall during their recent
campaign to get families to look

at how they would escape their
home in the event of a fire?
This is particularly important
since most of us live in two
storey homes and may live with
the belief that one way or another we will be able to use the stairs
to get out.
What about your furnace?
Have you changed the filters and
have you topped up your tanks?
Have you vacuumed out the
ducts? You don’t need to hire
someone to come in unless your
duct work hasn’t been cleaned in
years. Simply take the grates off
and put your vacuum hose down
as far as it will go and clean out
whatever debris has fallen down
there over the summer.
With fall well underway, it is
time to look at things that still
might need to be done. As long
as the ground isn’t frozen, you
can plant spring bulbs. In nasty
weather it may be hard to get

inspired to go out and plant anything, but you don’t have to
invest a great deal of time,
money and energy to reap wonderful rewards in the spring. A
dozen or so bulbs planted where
you will see them in the morning
come spring will go a long way
to cheering you up.
It seems that the winds are
stronger than in the past so it
might be a good time, now that
most trees are bare, to assess the
quality of the trees on your property. Usually after a strong wind
storm you will find some
branches on the ground, but
after this storm, if one tree has
dropped more branches than
usual, you might want to look at
either trimming what you can or
calling in a service. Having a
tree fall onto our home or our
neighbour’s is not something any
of us wants or needs.
What condition is your snow
shovel in? This may seem like a
silly question but we didn’t get a
great deal of snow last year so
you may have been able to make
do with a shovel that was “on its
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905-852-9863
•
•
•
•

23 years of Teaching Experience
All Ages Welcome, Including Adults
Beginners to Advanced
Openings Available Immediately

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

Fri., Nov. 9
BRUINS vs.
PORT PERRY

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for The Diaries of Adam & Eve at the Music
Hall. Last week’s viewpoint was not guessed. Hint:
Look near the creek. We’ll have the answer next
week. Photo by Renee Leahy.

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com
JOIN THE BUTCHER’S BLOCK AND RECEIVE OUR E-NEWSLETTER

www.themeatmerchant.ca

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Until Nov. 10 Discovering Elvis Comedy
from Ryleepuss Productions. See page 7 for
more.
Fri., Nov. 9, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a fast pace 2+ hr.
hike in Durham Forest. No dogs please. Meet at
Durham Forest parking area on the east side of
Conc. 7, 1 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan
Taylor 905-455-2161
Sat., Nov. 10, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4+ km
moderate pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. Meet at the trail entrance on the west side
of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat. Nov. 10, from 10 am to 5 pm & Sun.,
Nov. 11, from 12 pm to 5 pm – Maud’s
Favourite Things Gift Show and Sale,
Historic Leaskdale Church, 11850 Regional
Road 1, Leaskdale. A Mecca for shoppers looking for unique gifts, décor, artwork and food.
For info go to www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca or
email at lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com.
Nov. 10-13 Library Book Sale Uxbridge
Public Library. See page 15 for more info.
Sun., Nov. 11
Remembrance Day
Ceremony 10:45 a.m. Cenotaph, Brock and
Toronto Sts.
Sun., Nov. 11 A Mass for Peace Presented
by the Uxbridge Chamber Choir. 3 p.m., St.
Paul’s Church Leaskdale. See page 4 for more.

the trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905830-2862.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Nov. 13 Uxbridge Networking
Group Breakfast
8:15am - 9:30am,
Scrambles at the Foxbridge Golf Club. Speaker:
Karen Fischer, RK Fischer & Associates. New
members welcome! RSVP Chris Auger at 905862-0452 or email
networkinggroup@uxbridge.com
Thurs., Nov. 15 Ready Set Grow
Community Information Day 10am to 2pm.
Free opportunity for families in Uxbridge to learn
about some of the child and family services available.
Representatives
from
Behaviour
Management, Speech and Language Services,
Dental Health and hearing screening for children
3 years of age and older. In the Library at
Uxbridge Public School.
Thurs., Nov. 15 Turkey Dinner Open at
4:30. $15 at Goodwood Community Centre.
Thurs., Nov. 15 The Uxbridge Genealogy
Group 7:00 PM, in the Lower Hall of Uxbridge
Public Library. Everyone welcome. Speaker is
Rick Roberts of Global Genealogy.com, who will
tell us about the new "Family Tree Maker 2013".
$2.00 admission and 50/50 draw.
Nov. 16 & 17 Free Flu Clinics Clinics are
open to anyone in Durham Region aged 6
months and older. Uxbridge Seniors Centre, Fri.
Nov. 16 2-8 p.m. Sat. Nov. 17, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Sat., Nov. 17, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
There are some hills. No dogs please. Meet at

Tiger Talk
Fundraising,
Fundraising,
Fundraising!
by Jenna Smith
One of the best things about
Uxbridge is that in a small town
news travels fast. Whether it be
by word of mouth or through
advertisements, eventually every-
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one knows. This is extremely
helpful to the grade 12 students
of Ms. Creelman's Business
Leadership Class. Each semester
this course runs a charity project
where all proceeds go to supporting charities of the students'
choice. Not only is this a
grounding experience for the
kids but a beneficial event to the
town as well. This semester two
events are being held: 'Treats n'

Sat., Nov. 17 Bag of Books for a Buck
Zephyr Community Centre, 310 Zephyr Road, 9
to 1.
Sat., Nov. 17 Bake Sale & Bazaar 10 am
to 1 pm, St. Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church. Antiques, used books, preserves, country
crafts. Complimentary refreshments.
Sat., Nov. 17 Greenbank Folk Music
Society Concert, 8 PM - The blues based
singer/songwriter/multi-instrumentalist,
Tim
Williams. Showtime: 8 PM. Tickets $25 at Blue
Heron Books.
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926-0313. Children free 0-10 years $5.00 per
adult.

UPCOMING
Tues., Nov. 20 Uxbridge Senior Citizens'
Club Christmas Turkey Dinner 12:00 Noon
- $15.00pp, tickets in advance please by Nov
15. Members only - Dishes Provided. Members
90 & over free but need a ticket. Memberships
$10,00 pp per year.
Wed., Nov. 21 Free Diabetes Focused
Grocery Store Tour with a Registered Dietitian
and Pharmacy Tour with a Registered Diabetes
Nurse Educator. Grocery Store Tour at 7pm at
Vince’s Market, Pharmacy Tour at 8 pm at
Shoppers Drug Mart. Contact: 905-852-9771
ext 5260 for info. Drop-ins welcome.

Sat., Nov. 17, Turkey Dinner With All
the Trimmings, St Paul's Anglican Church.
Lower Hall. Everyone welcome. Continuous serving from 5 - 7 PM. Tickets from the office
(advance) or at the door: Adult $ 14, Children
(12 & under) $ 6, Pre-schoolers Free.

Wed., Nov. 21 Sandford United Church
Annual Beef Supper
Continuous serving
from 5 until 7:30pm at Sandford Hall, 433
Sandford Road. Prices are $15 for adults; $7 for
ages 6-12 and under 6 is free.

Sat., Nov. 17 Christmas Craft & Home
Show Trinity United Church, 20 First Ave. 9am3pm. Over 25 vendors, tea room, bake sale,
white elephant (new & gently used) items. FREE
ADMISSION. For info call Diane @ 905-8526213.

Nov. 22-Dec. 1 MARK TWAIN’S THE
DIARIES OF ADAM AND EVE. Whimsical and
poignant look at the lives of Adam and Eve,
OnStage Uxbridge production a labour of love
for co-stars Roger Varley and Dorothy Partridge.
For full box office info, see page 19.

Sun., Nov. 18
Pineridge Chorus
Christmas Tea from 2 - 4 pm at the Senior's
Centre. Wear your finery and join them for tea,
sandwiches and goodies. Entertainment by
Pineridge Chorus and guest championship quartet "Here and Now". Tickets $10 for adults and
$5 for children under 12 at Presents Presents,
from members, or call 852-6327.

Sat., Nov. 24, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike Al Shaw side Trail. Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905477-2161.

Sun., Nov. 18 Udora-Leaskdale Lions
Breakfast with Santa Udora Hall, 8:30am12:00pm, please call to register your child 289-

Beats' on November 15th where
all proceeds go to funding for a
Homeless Shelter for teens in
Uxbridge, and the 'Tiger's
Auction Extravaganza' on
November 22nd, where all proceeds go to Windreach Farms.
Each event offers something
different. 'Treats n' Beats' is a
coffee house, where students
from within the school perform
throughout the night while
viewers (and performers) enjoy
baked goods donated by local
businesses. As well, there will be
a silent auction taking place on

Mitchel Ferraro was recently presented with a gold ring from Uxbridge Swim Club President Dr. Terry Bryon. The presentation at
Uxpool was honoring Mitchel’s achievement of reaching national standard times at Age Group Nationals. Mitchel made Nationals in
the 50 Back, 50 Free and 100 Free at Age Group Nationals this past July in Calgary. Mitchel now qualifies for World Trials in Victoria
in April 2013. Congratulations Mitchel! The Uxbridge Swim Club has begun their annual “Win a Wine Cellar” fundraiser. Tickets
are $40 each or 3 for $100. If you are interested in purchasing a ticket, please see a USC member, or call 905-852-7512. For
more information on the Club, please visit its website at www.uxbridgeswimclub.com.

made hot lunch in the lower hall of St. Paul's
Anglican Church. Bake sale, prize tables, silent
auction plus our popular menu of homemade
soups, chili, muffins and desserts. Hot dogs too!
Everyone welcome.
Sun., Nov. 25, 2:00 p.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 6 km 2+ hr. slow
to
moderate
pace
hike
on
the
Secord/Goodwood Tract. Bring water and a
snack. Well mannered dogs welcome. Meet at
the parking lot 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 on
Conc. 3 and east on Secord Rd. Brian and Kathy
Clark 905-841-9757.

ONGOING
Line Dancing Lessons exercise mind and
body Thursday nights at Trinity United Church,
6:30-8 pm. Call Shanie at 905-852-4655 for
more details.
Light'n Up Laughter Club - an improv-based
drop-in for families and adults to build selfesteem, character, enhance your ability to deal
with what life throws you, strengthen the family
unit and of course to LAUGH! Friday's starting
Oct. 5 - ending June 21st. 7-8pm families and
8-9pm adults. $15 per family, $10/pp.
Community Martial Arts. 2 Campbell Drive (Testa
Bldg) Suite 105. For details call: 1-888-LAF-LOTS
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Sat., Nov. 24 Santa Claus Parade 11 a.m.
fromthe Arena to the Legion.
Sat., Nov. 24 After the Parade Luncheon,
11:30 - 2, warm up and enjoy a delicious home-

various items also donated by
local businesses. The 'Tiger's
Auction Extravaganza' is an auction on people. Attendees bid on
different people to do different
things for them. On the side
there will also be a raffle draw.
Tickets to these events will be
sold within the high school so

stay tuned for dates and prices!
The hard work and dedication
the students have put into planning these events will be reflected in their success. If you are free
either of those two Thursday
nights (or both!) then feel free to
come on out and support a good
cause!
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Bruins keep winning TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
With one-third of the regular season
under their belts, the Uxbridge
Bruins continue their winning ways,
the latest victory being a 3-2 win
over the Clarington Eagles at the
arena last Friday.
The Bruins remain atop the OHA
Jr. C Central Division with 24 out of
a possible 26 points on the strength
of 11 wins and two shoot-out losses.
With a game in hand, they sit five
points ahead of the surging secondplace Lakefield Chiefs, who have
won six of their last seven games.
Friday's win came despite the
Bruins' rather lacklustre performance, in which they twice failed to
score while having a two-man
advantage and in which the defence
and offence looked less sharp than
they have so far this season.
Clarington opened the scoring near
the midway point of the first period
only to see Raymond Auld tie the
game with seven minutes left in the
period when he tipped in a low
screened shot. Assists went to Marco
Mastrangelo and Dylan Ross.

Late in the second period, with a
Clarington player in the penalty box
- oddly serving a slashing penalty
although he had run full tilt into
goalie Brandon Francey in a race for
the puck - Francey had to make a
terrific stop on an Eagles forward
who raced in on him on a breakaway
after stripping the puck away from
the Bruins defence. A minute later,
Dylan Locke put the Bruins ahead
when he gently poked the puck into
the corner of the Eagles' net. Justin
Bean and Shane Smith picked up the
assists.
Early in the third, Clarington tied
the game on the power play and the
game appeared to be headed for
overtime when Keegan Cairns dipsydoodled around two Eagles defenders before passing to Tim Bierema
for the game-winning goal.
The Bruins return to action tomorrow at the arena at 7:45 p.m., playing host to their Reach Street rivals,
the Port Perry MoJacks. The
MoJacks are also on a streak, winning their last four games since
being defeated 6-2 by the Bruins on
Oct. 21.

FORM 6 - Municipal Act, 2001

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the lands
described below and will be received until 3:00 p.m. local time on
November 22, 2012, at the Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, 51
Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge ON L9P 1T1.
The tenders will then be opened in public on the same day at 3:00 p.m.
at the Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge.
DESCRIPTION OF LANDS:
• Roll No. 18 29 010 007 30500 0000; 2440 Regional Rd. 23, Uxbridge;
PIN 26822-0029(LT); Part Lot 8 Concession 8 Uxbridge as in D119616;
Uxbridge; File No. 10-04
Minimum Tender Amount: $43,858.67
• Roll No. 18 29 020 003 31900 0000; 6 Temperance St., Zephyr; PIN
26869-0060(R); Part of Lots 5 1/2, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, Plan 108, Township
of Uxbridge, (formerly the Township of Scott), now designated as Part 1
on Reference Plan 40R27120, County of Durham; File No. 10-05
Minimum Tender Amount: $30,749.76
Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be accompanied by a deposit in the form of a money order or of a bank draft or
cheque certified by a bank or trust corporation payable to the municipality and representing at least 20 per cent of the tender amount.
Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding
the title to or any other matters relating to the lands to be sold.
Responsibility for ascertaining these matters rests with the potential purchasers.
This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax
Sales Rules made under that Act. The successful purchaser will be
required to pay the amount tendered plus accumulated taxes and the relevant land transfer tax.
The municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the
successful purchaser.
Note: HST may be payable by successful purchaser.
For further information regarding this sale and a copy of the prescribed
form of tender, contact: www.OntarioTaxSales.ca or if no internet access
available, contact:
Donna Condon, Deputy Treasurer / Tax Collector
The Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge
Municipal Office. 51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge ON L9P 1T1
(905) 852-9181 Ext. 210
dcondon@town.uxbridge.on.ca

by Roger Varley
Notes from the Nov. 5
Council meeting
Mayor denies conflict on development: Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
told council on Monday she had no
conflict of interest while discussing a
deputation by Brooke Acton, who
was seeking a permit to bring in
about 800 truckloads of fill to the
proposed commercial development
at Brock Street East and Herrema
Boulevard.
During a break in the proceedings,
long-time council critic Anne
Holmes questioned the mayor about
a possible conflict because Ms.
O'Connor's son works for Loblaws.
Earlier, the mayor had said there was
a possible deal between Loblaws and
Goldmanco, the developer, to build
another grocery store on the site.
She explained that she was opposed
in 2006 to small businesses coming
into the site because of the affect
they might have on downtown
stores.
"We thought a grocery store was
coming in," she said. "My son
worked at Loblaws but at that time
we had no idea who was coming in."
She said discussing the fill application did not present a conflict of
interest.
Mr. Acton opened his deputation
by telling council Goldmanco wanted to bring in the fill to level the site
of the proposed development. The
mayor, however, had strong words
for Goldmanco, saying the site has
sat idle for the last seven years since
a grocery store and housing units
were first proposed. She said the site
had become unsightly and
Goldmanco has not cleaned it up
and has allowed the permit to run
out.
"Enough is enough," she said.
She said until such time as development takes place, she wants the site
to be "manicured".
Councillors Pat Molloy and
Gordon Highet were of the same
mind. Mr. Molloy said he was
opposed to allowing fill to be
brought in before he sees a site plan
and Mr. Highet said nearby residents were "sick and tired" of looking at the unkempt site.
Mr. Acton said development will
take place at some point and fill will
be needed, asking council to issue a
permit with conditions attached.
Mr. Acton was told Goldmanco
must complete work on a channel to
contain a creek flowing along the
east side of the property, level out 60
truckloads of fill already brought in
from the Goodwood area and clean
up the site before council will
address a fill application.
Lions Club request bodes well for
service clubs: Bob Armitage of the
Uxbridge Lions Club asked council
to allow his club to use municipal
facilities at reduced cost for his
club's meetings.
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Mr. Armitage said his club meets
twice a month but is having trouble attracting new members
because the members bear the
costs of paying for meeting space.
He said the costs also impinge on
the Lions' fund-raising activities.
He said he would like council to
provide facilities for the club to meet
in and store their "paraphernalia".
His request received a sympathetic
ear from Council. Mayor O'Connor
said it is not just the Lions that have
problems, noting Scouts, Guides
and others have storage problems
also. Mr. Molloy offered that the
township has lots of facilities available.
"Let's use them," he said.
The mayor said township staff will
take a look at what is available, not
just for the Lions but for all service
clubs.
"It might take a few months to
come up with something," she said.
Kids meet veterans: Council opened
with a Remembrance Day ceremony
conducted by members of the
Uxbridge Legion, complete with
colour party and piper.

At the start of the ceremony, eight
veterans sat in front of the public
gallery and, with Mayor O'Connor
acting as moderator, fielded questions about their experiences from
Melanie Kennedy's Grade 3 class
from Uxbridge Public School.
But even a sombre occasion can
have its humour. Mayor O'Connor
noted one of the veterans had served
in the navy during the Second
World War and asked the children
what danger sailors would have
faced in such a situation.
One child responded earnestly:
"Falling overboard."

RIGHT HAND MAN
647-333-7746
SNOW CLEARING
Your Best Man for the Job!

Uxbridge - Cell

www.myrighthandman.ca

THE FRIENDS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARIES
The Friends would like to thank the community and surrounding areas of Uxbridge for their generous book donations over
the past ten years. Thousands of books have made their way to
the library book shelves and private homes. Sale proceeds have
bought DVDs, CDs, talking books, prizes for programs and
numerous other items for the library. Thank you.
Our upcoming book sale will be on from Saturday, November
10th to Tuesday, November 13th afternoon during regular
library hours. To celebrate our 10th Anniversary we are having
a free raffle. For every purchase made, book lovers will be given
a cupcake and a chance to win one of six Blue Heron $35 gift
certificates. There are only 150 cupcakes, so come early.

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
SHOP LOCAL
SHOP GILLDERCROFT
MADE IN UXBRIDGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

ISN’T
OWNED A

IT TIME YOU

GILLDERCROFT?

9269
3rd Concession

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

ALEC
LEASK

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Licenced
Electrical Contractor
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Uxbridge

416-346-8501

ESA #7007371 mnleber@aol.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest

Earthmoving & Haulage

electrical contracting ltd

Excavating • Grading
Sand • Gravel • Limestone
Site Preparation • Trenching
Basements • Driveways
Septic Systems

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-7395

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“When I am hurting, I
find comfort in your
promise that leads to
life.” - Psalms 119:50
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day
and overnight care, your house or ours, no
crates or kennels, reasonable rates,
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454. 12/20
ADULT LEARNERS: I work with adults to
improve basic English reading, writing and
math skills. Fraser Education. 905-8521145. 12/20
SMALL EXCAVATIONS, Tree/Stump
Removal, Fence and Deck Construction
Repair. Call JON MILLS @ 647 239 6011
Free Estimates Available Nights and
Weekends. 11/8
D.J. PAVING: Driveway preparation and
paving, repairs, parking lots, hot crack
sealing, skidster work. Driveway sealing.
Free estimates. 905-904-3769. 11/8
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by retired science department head. 31
years teaching experience. Call David at
905-862-2812. 11/8
HANDYMAN - REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS: Drywall and stucco, painting interior and exterior, plumbing, carpentry
rough & finish, tiles ceramic and vinyl, windows. 24-hr. 905-852-1424. 11/15
YOUR HOME/BUSINESS PREMISES
PAINTED/REPAIRED, design services
and permit drawings for larger projects call
John @416-735-4611/jondy@sympatico.ca 11/15
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Full or part time,
early arrival/ late pick-up, hot
lunches/snacks provided, lots of room to
play. References available. Lorrie, 905852-2349. 11/15
QUALITY CARPENTRY AND HANDYMAN SERVICES: Home repairs and renovations, basements, baths, fences, decks,

other yard structures. Order your customdesigned outdoor furniture, sheds or playsets today, for winter (indoor) build and
spring delivery and installation. Call Steve
at 905-852-1750. Northwood Home
Services. 11/29
CLEANSWEEP CLEANING: Residential,
Commercial, Weekly/ biweekly, bonded,
reliable sevice. Flat rate pricing, free estimates. (905) 960-0523 or tw-cleansweep@hotmail.com 11/8
EXPERIENCED CLEANING LADY available for Uxbridge and surrounding area.
Please call Brenda at 905-910-1777.
11/8
WANT TO RIDE, but can’t afford your
own horse? Well-schooled, sweet pleasure
horse available for part board, light hacking. Monthly rate negotiable for right person. 905-640-2217 or 647-377-0281.
11/15
Wanted
ISLAND TAXI IS LOOKING FOR DRIVERS in Uxbridge, Saturday and Sunday
day shifts, call for info 905-852-4445.
FULL TIME LIVE OUT NANNY for 2
year old in North Uxbridge. Caregiver will
need own transportation for pickup and
dropoff in Whitby. Duties: housekeeping,
walking dog & healthy meal prep. ECE or
equivalent
necessary.
$14/Hour
start.resume toinfo@signfixer.com 11/8
ACOUSTIC RHYTHM GUITAR PLAYER
for 3 gigs. email souliseband@gmail.com
11/8
HELP WANTED Uxbridge Community
Midwives looking for part-time receptionist.
Send
resume
to
uxbridgemidwives@gmail.com or fax to

905-862-3536. 11/8
For Sale
WATKINS PRODUCTS: Natural gourmet, personal care, plant-based home care
and remedies. Contact Marilyn at 905852-6903 or email her at watkins@powergate.ca. 11/15
TWO SETS OF SNOW TRACKER
RADIAL WINTER TIRES with rims,
205/60R16 & P215/60R16, driven one
season, $325/set. Brand new GE 30” white
range stove, $275 obo. 905-852-6809.
11/8
QUEEN ANN TABLE AND CHAIRS
AND BUFFET Table is solid walnut and in
excellent condition; includes 4 leaf boards
to extend to seat 10. 6 matching chairs
with beautiful seat covers (includes one
captain’s chair). Buffet has two end cabinets and three drawers. Original attractive
antique hardware. $1200 obo Will consider selling table and buffet separate - prices
to be negotiated. 905-985-9085. 11/8
50” HITACHI TV 9 years old, works
great, excellent shape, ideal for home or
cottage. Buyer must pick up. Instructions
included. $200. 905-862-0293. 11/8
For Rent
UXBRIDGE ONE BEDROOM BASEMENT APT.: Separate entrance, parking,
new floors, no smoking/pets. Quiet upscale
neighbourhood. Suitable for professional /
mature adult. 905-852-2902. 11/8
TWO ROOMS, own bath, shared kitchen,
country living, references req. Rent negotiable. 905-640-2217 or 647-377-0281.
11/15
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Letters to the Editor
In a world of uncertainty and bad
news stories, the people of Uxbridge
should be warmed to their soul knowing they live in a caring community.
Maggie McCreath and I have co-ordinated Operation Warm Hearts for 13
years, and we are still amazed by the
generosity of Uxbridge residents.
Mutual concern for kids and families
in our community and a percieved
need for affordable winter coats and
outerwear drove us to try to organize
something. This something was
turned into almost 5,000 coats for our
friends, families, and community, and

over $5,700 to Loaves and Fishes
Foodbank in 13 Operation Warm
Heart events. This year alone, we had
613 coats donated, many of them
new, with tags still on. Viper
Marketing donated almost 60 wonderful, warm, new coats! 223 coats
went back into our grateful community instead of ending up unused in closets, boxes or landfill. $1,081 was
donated for the coats, and given to the
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank. Wash
Worx Laundramat generously collected and cleaned the coats, a testament
to a local business and their commit-

ment to Uxbridge. Please support
them. The Roxy kids (and parents)
were here again, excited to help serve
their community. Yet again the Rotary
donated funds for the coat racks used
during the sale. Uxbridge Public
School allowed us to use their gym to
host this important event. We thank
all those who continue to make this
event possible and successful, please
know homeless shelters and Children’s
Aid will now receive all remaining
items.
Michele Lindsay
Co-founder,
Operation Warm Hearts
The question of
whether or not the
Harper government
erred in its decision
to
fund
only
Christian prison
chaplaincies (Am I
Wrong?, Nov. 1)
turns on what the
purpose of government is. That purpose is to act in the
interest of the com-
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mon good. By “common good” is
meant that what benefits one citizen
works to the benefit of all. Therefore,
it is chaplaincies offering genuine ways
out of genuinely destructive behaviors
afflicting prison inmates which
deserve funding.
That just and simple solution, in
order to be enacted, will require
Canada’s politicians re-discovering
their reason for being. That will
require massive courage as it will mean
challenging the regnant and exquisitely contradictory liberalism which, to
our continuing societal detriment, has
usurped the real purpose of government.
According to liberalism’s tenets, the
truth or falsity of any given question is
irrelevant to government action: no
conception of the good will influence
its decision-making and, in this way,
equality will result. Given that such a
solution to controverted societal questions is impossible on its face, what
liberalism ends up meaning in practice
is that those wielding power, like
Varley’s gods, the “major media” owners, will, in the name of applying liberalism’s major tenet, have equality
mean whatever they say it means.

Pat Higgins (left) of Canadian Tire Uxbridge presents $10,000 of the store’s JumpStart funds to Dave Boulton of the
Uxbridge Skate Park Committee Tuesday. The funds will be used for some of the amenties for the project, which is on
schedule to open first thing in the spring. Photo by Conrad Boyce.

The Foster
Memorial
Committee
proudly presents

A CELEBRATION OF CHARLES DICKENS
Sunday November 18th at the
Foster Memorial, 9449 Durham Regional Road 1
12 Noon - 2 p.m. The Calinescu Collection
An exhibit of rare books, letters, posters and other one of a kind items associated with Charles
Dickens, gathered over three decades by Dickens afficionado Dan Calinescu of Toronto.

2:30 p.m. A reading of A Christmas Carol
by our own theatre group, The Ladies of the Foster.
Refreshments will be samples of food served during the time of Dickens.
Admission is a donation at the door.
www.fostermemorial.com

Goodbye to truth means hello to
tyranny.
So, on liberalism’s imaginary terms,
Varley wins the argument, for if contradictory religions are all true, then it
follows that all are false. Their claims
are Varley’s “fairy tales”. But it is liberalism which is wrong here and which
makes Varley wrong too.
As to Mr. Thompson’s raising the
issue of abortion, that was hardly a
red-herring. Thompson caught Varley
in a flagrant contradiction: Roger is a
proponent of “choice” when the
major-media use it as a pretext to
knock Christianity and not when they
would have its suppression ignored to
serve their ends. What should be super
abundantly clear 43 years after its
unleashing on Canada’s unborn citizens, and in spite of the major media
owners’ ongoing brainwashing campaign in support of it, is that murdering unborn children is the clean opposite of a health procedure and as lethal
to the society that tolerates it as to the
children themselves.
Dana and Tom Pavlick
Uxbridge
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SOFA SMILES
with Fred Bendell
Remember when.... Gordie Howe would change hands and shoot
This old photo, probably of an left or right, Bobby Hull would take a slap shot with his curved stick
Uxbridge family from many and everyone ducked and Bob Baun, who played a playoff game
decades ago, was inadvertently with a broken ankle? These players helped shape the game of hockey
that we know and love today, and they played hockey for the love of
dropped outside the Uxbridge the game. Remember when... Sgt. Major Wally Gleed had the heels
Post Office a couple of weeks of his boots shot off by enemy machine gun fire when he climbed
ago.If you recognize the family over the trench at Vimy Ridge and First Officer Gordon Venables
- or if it’s you! - please contact when his Lancaster was shot down during a night raid over Germany
the Cosmos office at 905-852- and he spent three years in a POW camp where they were fed bread
made of saw dust and old flour, or Private Wilfred Johns who helped
1900. And thanks to the PO
liberate Holland and later fought in Korea? These men and
staff for giving it to us.
women along with the many who have served since and most recently in Afghanistan helped shape Canada "Our home and native
land" that we know and love today, and yes, they did it for the love
of our country. There is a special person in our town who we in the
SOFA league would also like to thank and that is Ted Barris, who
through the schools.”
Parents also have the option of through his many books and speaking engagments helps us to
directly entering their children always...... Remember.
themselves since there are many
open classes for both trained and
untrained participants. All
936 HEADACHES TO ZERO
entrants will require their own
accompanists, where applicable.
Imagine having four or five headaches a week! Now imagine havFor more information on the
ing that frequency of headaches for four years. That adds up to
936 headaches! The effect on your family life, social life and career
classes available, see the music
would be enormous.
festival syllabus at www.sunderA few years ago I had a patient just like that. This 32 year-old
landlionsmusicfestival.com or at
female
elementary school teacher had developed a pattern of takthe
Scugog,
ing medication to temporarily dull the pain. These drugs would
Uxbridge
and
not prevent her next headache because the underlying cause had
Brock township
not been addressed.
libraries. You can
Her headaches were a pain in the neck, literally. The vertebrae in
also get more
her neck and upper back were out of alignment, and stiff, which
information and a
irritated sensitive nerves and muscles which then “referred” or sent
hard copy of the
pain to the head.
By restoring motion, correcting posture and relaxing certain mussyllabus by calling
cles, we were able to treat the cause of the headaches, thereby elim705-357-3405.
inating the need for ongoing medication.
The festival
It has been over three years now and she continues to be headache
begins
on
free, sparing her over 700 additional headaches! I have helped
February
10,
countless patients just like her over the years. If you suffer from
2013 and runs
chronic headaches, seek the help you deserve. Mention this article
through
until
and receive a complimentary, no-obligation consultation.
February
22,
Dr. John Clark,
2013 followed by
Chiropractor and Acupuncture Provider
four Stars of the
Festival evenings
290 Toronto Street S.
featuring
performances by all
905-852-9700
class winners.

Sunderland Festival carries on regardless
Despite ongoing labour issues at
Durham Region School Boards,
the Sunderland Lions Club continues to plan for the 2013 edition of the Sunderland Lions
Music Festival. The upcoming
festival, which will be the 56th
annual, provides a forum for
young musicians from throughout north Durham Region to
perform publicly and receive
professional adjudication in

piano, other instrumental and
vocal classes.
While it is hoped that schools
and teachers will enter individual students and groups in the
festival as they have historically
done, there remains some uncertainty because of the labour situation. Festival Chairman, Dale
St. John, said “We are proceeding hoping for the best and that
entries will be forthcoming

www.beggchiropractic.ca

• Pedicure & Manicure
• Foot Reflexology Massage
• Basic Facial (45 minutes)
• French Shellac with Manicure
• Brazilian Waxing

Open Monday
to Saturday

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge L9P 1Z7 (by Zehrs)
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The Troop
October was a full month of
fundraising with Apple Day and
popcorn sales. The Scouts also
squeezed in a bottle drive to support the youth that are trying to
earn their way to the Canadian
Jamboree in Alberta next summer. We have a firm commitment from twelve youth and
four leaders for “CJ ‘13”. This
means we’ll be able to send two
units. A unit can be from 3 to 8
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by Mark Humphrey

youth, with two leaders supervising. Each unit will be able to
attend different events, so swapping stories after will be great.
The list we received of possible
events runs to four pages-- walking on a glacier at the Columbia
Ice Field, a day trip to the
Calgary Stampede and many
hikes, water activities and explorations at the camp itself. More
bottle drives and e-waste drives

will be coming to help reduce
the costs for the families
involved.
Cub Pack had an opportunity
to link with the Scout Troop in
the Countryside Preserve. We
began the evening by doing a
controlled thinning of some of
the juvenile and seedling Scotch
pines on Lookout Hill. This part
of the Preserve was once used to
grow Christmas trees, and the
leftover Scotch pine still on the
hill is seeding itself everywhere.
The trees we planted last spring
for Scouttrees are all native trees
such as white pine, black cherry
and red maple and are doing
very well, but to give them the
best chance it was decided to
remove some of these non-native
competitors. With permission
from Town Council and with
biologist James Kamstra supervising, we went at it, pulling and
cutting. The hope is that over
the years this area will return to a
more native habitat, supporting

Farmers’
Market in full
swing till
Christmas
Contrary to what some readers
may think, the Uxbridge Farmers’
Market hasn’t shut down for the
year - it’s only moved a couple of
hundred metres, indoors to the
Arena Community Centre.
For the second year, the Market is
continuing to Christmas, and
Christmas is exactly why you
should pay it a visit some Sunday
soon between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
“We still have lots of food products, like baked goods, honey, late
produce,” says the Market’s longtime chief, Zephyr-area farmer
Lisa Cooper. “But we have more
than 20 vendors, and over half of
them are selling things which
could be the perfect thing for
someone on your Christmas list.”
How about some warm lamb’swool mittens? Or an unbelievably
cozy alpaca scarf? A beautiful
necklace? Some organic skin care
products to pamper someone who
needs a little pampering?
There are lots of one-day craft or
gift shows around, but the
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market has
seven more Sundays at the Arena.
If you’re serious about shopping
locally for Christmas, you just
have to pay them a visit.
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birds, animals and insects that
we might not otherwise see.
Once it got too dark, we set off
for a night hike. We hiked a
good portion of the perimeter
from Look Out Hill back to the
parking lot. The Scouts hike
once a month and they set quite
a pace. I’m not afraid to admit I
was taking up the rear with two
of our youngest Cubs, but we all
made it back.
Our second linking activity was
thanks to an invitation from the
Beavers to join them for their
Halloween party. Parading our
costumes to the song “The
Monster Mash” was a lot of fun.
The Beaver who was dressed up
like a can of worms was hilarious, and the Cub who had a
skateboard right through his
middle had everyone guessing
how he’d done that. Games and
crafts around the Halloween
theme filled the evening.
Linking is important to provide
a bridge between the sections.
We also employ one Cub and

one Scout who show good
Scouting principles to assist with
the leadership team of the section below them. The Cub,
called a Keeo after a character in
the Beaver’s story book, helps the
Beaver leaders with the Beaver
meetings—with games, crafts
and stories. The Keeo character
goes through a change where he
can understand human speech
and he can guide the Beavers in
their own transformation into
Wolf Cubs, so the real life Keeo
is a guide and mentor. Similarly,
the Scout who helps with the
Cub Pack is close enough in age
to the Cubs to be a peer and
sounding board able to take the
Cubs’ ideas to the leaders. The
Scout is called a “Kim” from the
Rudyard Kipling story of a
young boy in India who scouted
for the British Army, showing
great resourcefulness in adversity
and loyalty to friends. Thank
you Keeo (Joshua H.) and Kim
(Aidan B.)!
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Nov. 22 - 5-8pm

Elemi Organics

CASH MOB

Christmas Home
Tour 2012:
The Ward Home on
Concession 6
Photos by
Michelle McNally

HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!
www.facebook.com/UxbridgeBIA

BUCKINGHAM GALLERY
of FINE ART
Since 1981

DON CAVIN

ONE MAN SHOW
Preview November 8th to 10th
~ OFFICIAL OPENING ~
Sunday, November 11th at Noon
Continues to November 18th
Show and Sale of
Over 35 Paintings and Plein Air and Oil Sketches

New entrance
5470 Hwy 47
Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1R1

Four driveways south of our
old driveway, same side
Open
Saturday & Sunday noon to 3:30pm
Tuesday to Friday by appointment
Telephone 905 852 6874
Cell 905 852 0913
Email buckinghamfineart@gmail.com
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