Volume 8 No. 48

YOUR UNIVERSE

Thursday, December 6th

2012

MAN OF MUSIC - Anthony Holt was a pillar of the Uxbridge music community before he and his wife Susan moved to Cobourg a couple of years ago. Uxbridge was saddened last week to learn of his sudden passing
from a heart attack. For a look at his life and legacy, please see page 7.
Photo by Stuart Blower.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for December
Monday, December 10th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
Following Council Education Session (Closed to Public)
BUDGET MEETING - Immediately
following the Council Education
Session
Tuesday, December 18th
BUDGET MEETING 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday, December 19th
BUDGET MEETING 8:30 a.m.

NOTICE
UXBRIDGE BIA
(Business Improvement Area)
Please be advised that the Uxbridge BIA
Board meeting has been postponed from
December 11th. It will now be held on
Tuesday December 18th at 6:30 p.m. in
the Scribes Room at the Township Office
51 Toronto St. S.

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

5th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LIGHT EXCHANGE!
SUCCESS & THANK YOU UXBRIDGE!
The Uxbridge Energy Conservation Committee (ECC)
held its 5th consecutive Christmas light exchange on
Thursday November 22nd. 200 strings of LED Energy
Efficient lights were exchanged with residents for incandescent Christmas lights. We've estimated that over
3100 kilowatt hours will be saved
this winter; Avoiding 925 kilograms
of Greenhouse Gases; and Saving
residents over $350. Note: each
LED string uses only 2 watts per
hour, compared to 144 watts by an
incandescent string of lights. Thank you on behalf of the
Uxbridge Energy Conservation
Committee!

HOLIDAY HOURS
Town Hall will be closed for
the Christmas Holidays
starting
on
Friday
December 21st, 2012 at
4:30 pm and will not reopen
until
Monday
December 31st, 2012 from
8:30a.m. - Noon.
Town Hall will be closed
on Tuesday January 1st,
2013 and will re-open on
Wednesday January 2nd,
2013 for regular business
hours 8:30a.m. - 4:30p.m.
Have a Safe and Happy
Holiday!

UXPOOL is on Holiday
hours from December 24th
- January 6th. Uxpool will
be closed on December
25, 26 and January 1st.
Featured Swims include:
Public
swim
offered
Wednesday - Sunday from
1:00 - 3:00 pm
And a few additional
evening swims from 6:30 8:00 pm.
Please visit the Township
of Uxbridge website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
for the full schedule.

WINTER REMINDERS
• OVERNIGHT PARKING
Please be
advised that By-law 89-52 as amended prohibits overnight parking from November 1
until April 1 between the hours of 2 am and
7 am on roadways and Municipal lots within
the Township of Uxbridge.
• SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION Did
you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52, it
is an offence to stop any vehicle on a highway in such a manner as to interfere with the
movement of traffic or the clearing of snow
from the highway? Please make sure you
park off any highway or roadway so as to
permit snow removal equipment and vehicles to clean the streets during the winter
season.
• SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES Snow
Removal By-Law 2008-160 states every
owner/occupant of any building or vacant lot
within the Township of Uxbridge shall clear
all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adjacent to their property within 24 hours after
the accumulation of snow and/or ice.
• SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW Please keep the
Township Snowmobile By-Law in mind while
operating your motorized snow vehicle this
winter season. You are not permitted to ride
your snowmobile on any sidewalks, park
lands or any other Township property except
to cross. Any person found in contravention
of this By-Law is liable to a fine.
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Want to stay active during the winter months?
Walk Uxbridge’s Indoor Trail, in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School, now
open two evenings per week!

Monday and Wednesday evenings

November 5/12 – April 29/13
Indoor Trail is open from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Volunteers Needed! Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831
x

x 4.5 Laps= 1km
Pedometers to borrow to track your steps!
x 2 flights of stairs for cardio!
x Simple fitness stations!
x Fast and leisure lane!
x Monthly Newsletter!
x Music!
x We track your progression each week!

BOARD
APPOINTMENT
The Council of the Township of
Uxbridge is now inviting applications from members of the
public who are qualified electors of the Township of
Uxbridge and wish to have their
names considered for one
appointment as a member to
the Committee of Adjustment.
Any persons interested in
offering their services by
accepting an appointment to
this Committee are invited to
submit a letter of interest along
with a completed Volunteer Committee Member Application
Form, available at the Clerk's
Department or on the Township
of Uxbridge website, under
Committees and Initiatives, to
the undersigned by Friday,
December 14th, 2012.
Any questions regarding this
appointment may be directed to
the undersigned.

- Debbie Leroux, Clerk

A UNIQUE
CHRISTMAS GIFT
FROM SANTA
A "Doors of Uxbridge"
poster board 18" X 24"
depicting 12 different
"coloured" doors throughout
Uxbridge
area,
placed on a black background, ready to hang, as
is.If you are interested,
they are available for purchase at $55.00 hst incl.
They are available at the
town hall offices, between
Monday - Friday 8:30 am 4:30 pm. Proceeds go to
the Uxbridge Heritage
Committee.

“The benefits of walking are unlimited!”
x

One-time membership fee of $25 or a $2 drop in fee - sign up on your first night!
x No fee for children under 12 years (must be accompanied by an adult)
x Please use the Cafeteria entrance doors
x Bring comfortable indoor shoes for walking – cloak room available
All welcome!

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30)

PERFECT PET POETRY CONTEST…Write
about your pet, someone else's or one you
wish you had! Make your poem 100 words
or less and include a drawing or photo if you
like. Enter in one of the following five age
groups: up to grd. 1, grds.2-4, grds. 5-8,
teens, adults/seniors. Contest closes Mon.,
Dec. 14 @ 5:00 pm. Entry forms available at
the Uxbridge Library, Zephyr Library and Pet
Value. Info. contact: Leslie Nagle, 905-8529747, ext. 27.
CELEBRATION COOKBOOK: 125 RECIPES
for 125 YEARS Thanks to all for submissions to complete this project, which will
finish off our anniversary year! Cookbooks
are available NOW at the Uxbridge and
Zephyr Libraries for $10.00 (incl. H.S.T.).
Chocked full of 125 favourites, this book will
make a great stocking stuffer-but be sure to
buy one for yourself!
MUSICAL MOMENTS: Winter Session, Thur.
Jan 17-Feb. 21. Lots of toe tapping and knee
slapping fun, along with various musical
instruments played by leader, Kathy ReidNaiman. Finger plays, and songs old and
new, to engage children accompanied by an
adult. Ages 6-18 mos., 10:15-10:45 am; ages
19-36+ mos., 11:00- 11:30 am. Six classes/$37.50, payable by cash or cheque. Preregistration opens Thurs. Dec. 13, 10:00 am.
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE: Fri. Dec. 14 &
21, 11:00 am.- 4:00 pm. Everyone is welcome
to drop in for a warm drink and a holiday
treat. Select books, magazines and tapes
from our seasonal collection. Also, the perfect time to purchase a CELEBRATION
COOKBOOK.
NEW: COMING IN 2013 - 5 for 5 BOOK CHAT… a
reading group offered afternoons and evenings,
this club is being designed to fit with everyone's
schedule. Choose the time you can, or most prefer, to attend. The meetings are set up for once a
month, in FIVE month blocks, to work with our
Canadian climate too! Session 1: Jan-May, first
Tue. (after Jan. meeting) 1:30-3:00 pm.
Session 2: May-Nov, first Wed., 7:30-9:00 pm.
*No meetings in July, August or December.
As a starting point the categories for selection, in
no particular order, could include: winner from
Uxbridge Reads, classic, Canadian author, member's choice, non fiction, biography, medal winner,
staff picks, mystery, poetry. Other suggestions
will be welcome. If you have considered joining a
book club, this is the opportunity to do so - share
opinions, talk about your favourites, but also be
open to reading books you may not have otherwise! Start up is planned for TUE. JAN. 8 at 1:30
pm. We will talk about recent reads and choose
the five genres, most appear interested in tackling, for this initial daytime gathering. A time of
year to re-energize, share the love of reading, and
perhaps make some new friends over a cup of coffee! Drop by to sign up or call Pam at 905-8528747, ext. 24.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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A Cup of Coffee...
It has been just over a week since
Erin O'Toole was elected Member
of Parliament for Durham riding.
Since he is going to be Uxbridge's
representative in Ottawa until at
least the next federal election, we
thought Cosmos readers might like
to get to know him. Despite having
a multitude of things to be done as
he prepares for his new career, Mr.
O'Toole took time to join us for a
cup of coffee after driving back to
Bowmanville from Ottawa on
Tuesday.
Well, Erin, has it sunk in yet that
you are now a Member of
Parliament?
It's just starting to sink in. Certainly
we have worked hard over the last
six months - it was six months yesterday that the former MP resigned
- so not only was the campaign busy
but through the summer when I

SUGAR FX

www.uxbridgeBIA.com

NEW LOCATION

HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!

13 BROCK ST. W

Dec. 13 - 5-8pm

CASH MOB

was becoming the candidate for the
Conservatives it was busy as well.
So, my wife (Rebecca) and I have
taken the last week to spend some
time with the children, to look into
my duties in Ottawa, to look into
setting up a constituency-based
organization in Durham and only
now is it really starting to sink in. I
had lunch with the prime minister
yesterday. Talked some Durham,
talked a little about me so he can get
to know me and my experiences and
it sank in that day.
It pretty much has to sink in when
you have the prime minister sitting
across from you.
Has the week since you were elected
been a whirlwind week?
It has, yes. I have been focused on
trying to come up with some decisions to really make my constituency services more accessible and more
consumer-customer friendly. I'm
going to be finding a new space in
Clarington, I'm going to be finding
temporary office space of some sort
- because I'm going to actually do
meetings regularly each month - in
Uxbridge, which will be very new. I
think I've found that, so stay tuned.
I'm also hiring staff. So my focus
has been getting a Durham constituency office structured to a level
that I think is forward looking, easily accessible to families and seniors
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with Erin O’Toole
and I want to get all of those decisions made prior to Christmas so
that in January, very quickly, we
have a fully functioning and operating office-slash-opportunity to connect with your MP.
That's highly laudable, but I'm surprised. I would have thought your
first week would primarily be

focused on finding somewhere to live
in Ottawa and worrying about the
kids.
I won't be moving to Ottawa. In
this last week I have spent two full
days in Ottawa. One was to attend
my first caucus meeting, where I
was introduced to the caucus along
with Joan Crockatt from Calgary
Centre, and I also had a series of
meetings with financial services,
office services, but I went down and

by Roger Varley

back in one day. I went with
Rebecca yesterday and had lunch
with the prime minister. She came
with me because, after lunch with
the prime minister and meetings in
the afternoon to complete my orientation as a new MP, I was then the
co-host of the Conservative caucus
Christmas party, which I only
found out about yesterday.
So they threw you into the fire real
fast?
But it was very enjoyable and it was
a way that not only the MPs but
their staff and the wider Ottawa
government community could see
us, get to meet us. So we emceed
and introduced the prime minister
for his remarks. And we came back
today. So my focus has been locally,
to try and get things in a place
where I am confident we will be
accessible and really out there for
people in January.
Making you emcee the Christmas
party sounds almost as though
they're trying to see how fast you are
on your feet. How did it go?
It seemed to go okay and I'm actually giving a speech in Montreal
tomorrow (Dec. 5) for the trade
minister who can't make the speech
because of House duties. So on my
drive home today I was asked
whether I could speak at this event
in Montreal, dealing with the nego-

tiations with the European Union
on trade. I have some familiarity in
that area as a lawyer. So I guess I
have a few opportunities to either
do very well or to trip up, but I'm
quite confident I won't trip up.
It seems, Erin that you're getting little time to get your feet planted.
Things are coming at you rather
quickly, it seems.
I’m able to balance it quite well, to
be honest. As I said, I've only been
in Ottawa twice in the past week.
The rest of the focus has been locally and we spent some quality family
time. In fact, the day after the election was a family day. I did have in
mind some things that, if I were
elected, I would change. So I've
really been able to take those ideas
from my mind and started moving
forward on them.
You say you're not moving to
Ottawa. When the House is in session, do you intend to commute
every day?
Yes. Mr daughter, Mollie, is six and
she's in a great school in
Bowmanville and we want to make
this as minimally disruptive on the
family as possible. I'm far more fortunate than a lot of MPS. I have the
ability to drive, but I also have the
ability to take the train and if I need
to I can also fly.
continued page 13
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our two cents
To vote or not to vote
In his cup of coffee with us on pages 3 and 13 of this issue, Durham’s newly-elected MP,
Erin O’Toole, expresses his disappointment at the low turnout in last month’s by-election.
We emphatically agree with him.
In Durham, less than 35% of the eligible voters cared enough to take a trip to the polling
station on Nov. 26. Since Mr. O’Toole took a little over 50% of the votes cast, that means
he was elected by less than 18% of the electorate. If that seems sad, consider the case of
his new buddy in the Conservative caucus, Joan Crockatt of Calgary Centre. Despite the
nationwide publicity her race garnered in the last couple of weeks before the by-election,
the turnout was a pathetically low 29.4%, and because of a close three-way race with the
Liberals and Greens, Ms. Crockatt emerged victorious with only a little over a third of the
votes cast. So she got her ticket to Ottawa as the demonstrated choice of only a little more
than a tenth of the Calgary Centre electorate.
Granted, voter turnout is traditionally much lower in a by-election; in Durham only 18
months ago in the general federal election, the turnout was 63%. The experts say this is
because by-elections have little capability to change standings in the Commons, and thus
generate less voter interest. This might have been true here in Durham, where the order of
finish (and proportions of vote) were substantially similar to last year. But in Calgary and
Victoria, the Greens came very close, and in Calgary the Liberals came even closer. Higher
turnouts might well have turned the tide. Two more Greens, and even one more Liberal,
would have made a considerable difference in Ottawa.
And even though turnouts are respectable in federal elections, they usually get less so the
farther down you travel on the governmental ladder. In Uxbridge’s last municipal election,
although there was a hard-fought mayoralty battle and lots of choice in the wards, still only
a little more than half the eligible voters (51.2%) chose to exercise their franchise.
This apathy is frustrating, and difficult to understand. Voting, after all, is one of the fundamental characteristics of a democracy. If we value our democracy so much, why do so
many of us refuse to participate in it? It’s not like it’s an onerous responsibility. At each
level, you’re asked to take a few minutes every four years and mark an X on a ballot.
Assuming it takes about half an hour from the time you leave home till the time you get
back, and assuming your voting life is about 70 years, your country asks you to spend
some 30 hours out of your entire life playing your part in the working of Canada’s democracy. Many spend more, of course, attending all-candidates or council meetings, reading
party brochures or media coverage. But nothing says your X needs to be educated; it just
needs to be there.
Perhaps it’s time we contemplated “compulsory voting”, where you face fines or even jail
time if you don’t vote. This system exists in about a dozen countries around the world, from
Brazil to Singapore to Luxembourg, to the tiny Pacific island of Nauru. But one of those
countries is Australia, a fellow Commonwealth member that we often compare ourselves to.
Compulsory voting has been the norm Down Under since 1925, almost a century. And in
terms of getting out the electorate, it works - the usual turnout is greater than 95%.
In a future Cosmos, we’ll take a closer look at Australia’s system, how it works and how
the voters like it. Our democracy could maybe learn a thing or two.
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web site: www.thecosmos.ca
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Letters to the Editor
This is to thank the unknown gentlemen who invited us to share his table at
the unusually busy B&L Restaurant on
Monday, December 3, about 11:45
a.m. and after a pleasant meal together
paid our bill in full, unknown to us. We
are three senior citizens, two of us vets,
and we wanted you to know how
touched we were by your random act of
kindness. We are all agreed: this could
only happen in Uxbridge.
John Fisher
John Rowland
Arley Armstrong
Referring to the article in Cosmos
November 29 regarding the proposed
solar farm, it is not surprising that Penn
Energy Renewables is anxious to proceed with the project in Ontario.
Where else would they find an assured
customer willing to buy their product at
a price, unsustainable though it may be,
far above the market average? The
development of public utilities often
requires the expenditure of public
money, but in this case we, the Ontario
taxpayers, would be paying a lavish
ongoing production subsidy to a foreign company, with the profits going to
Philadelphia. On our hydro bills we are
currently paying debt-retirement
charges for foolish initiatives in the
past.
If the current Ontario government is
determined to proceed with such activities, could they not insist that the
development of the site be to the benefit of the community, such as the
much-needed rehabilitation of a
worked-out gravel pit? The site proposed has been producing useful food
crops for many years. It is also stated in
the article that some woodland will be
preserved. A much larger area of significant hedgerow and woodland, with
mature maple trees, will be destroyed.
Rachel Mansfield
Goodwood
I am writing to express sincere thanks to
all those who attended our special
Charles Dickens Event that was held
on Sunday November 18, and featured

Dan Calinescu who presented his large
and unique collection of artifacts and
other items each of which had been
owned by or had a connection to
Charles Dickens.
We are particularly grateful for the
members of our committee as well as
several of our visitors who had brought
their cameras and took numerous photos from which we can have a permanent archival record.
Our thanks also to the "Ladies of the
Foster", who once again, gave us a lovely reading of the Dickens' classic "A
Christmas Carol".
We have had an absolutely wonderful
and successful year and we look forward
to our slate of entertainers in 2013.
Merry Christmas to all and as Tiny
Tim said: God bless us, every one.
Hilary A. Balmer
Friends of the Thomas Foster
Memorial Committee
Perhaps there was an article in the local
newspapers, but surprisingly an ugly,
very large sign has appeared to the
entrance of Elgin Park in the community of Wooden Sticks. It appears that
there should be great fearfulness upon
entering the park, including the scary
part wherein we cannot walk across the
road into the park after 8 pm. Perhaps
you can enlighten the residents of this
community. Has there been criminal
activity in Elgin Park? Should we be
afraid to enter the park when it's dark?
If it is necessary to erect such a huge
and ugly sign, perhaps further into the
park would be more appropriate. This
sign is in our face and is insulting to a
very quiet and law abiding community.
It demeans the neighbourhood and
implies that an authority has decided
when we can come into our park and
when we can't. Elgin Park belongs to
the people of Uxbridge. Does this mean
that when the Christmas Light Display
is on in December, we are unable to
walk into the park? Do we require an
escort of some kind to break through
the 8pm curfew?
Signs, signs, signs. New signs, don't
park for Fall Fair (that's three days out
of the year), but there they are stuck in

front of people's homes with 11 months
to go.
Mel and Gwyneth Reid
Uxbridge
On behalf of the Royal Canadian
Legion, Branch 170 Uxbridge, we
would like to thank the residents of the
township of Uxbridge, the Uxbridge
Fire Department, the Cadets, the Cubs
and Scouts, Uxbridge service groups,
Uxbridge Town Council and all those
in attendance at the
annual
Remembrance Day Parade and
Ceremony for celebrating our Veterans,
living and since passed on.
As the parade marched along the main
street towards the newly renovated
Cenotaph, on such a beautiful
November morning, the crowd that had
gathered with so many young people in
attendance, was a wonderful sight. The
Township of Uxbridge has made the
Cenotaph wheel chair accessible so that
anyone may come and just pause.....
and remember. Thank you for taking
on such a monumental task.
As the Veterans passed the gathering,
applause could be heard. What a heartwarming gesture, for they were sure to
have felt the appreciation being afforded to them.
It was an honor to be able to march
with our Veterans. It is an honor to be
in the company of our Veterans.
At the Uxbridge Legion, Branch 170,
Veterans are our top priority. If you
know of a Veteran who would like comradeship, please let us know.
If you would like to speak with a
Veteran or just sit in the company of a
Veteran, please let us know. Leave me as
message at the Legion - 905-852-5293
It is for all of us to ensure the life of a
Veteran is as best as we can make it....
they were willing to give up their lives
for us, let's be ready to help wherever
we can.
Gloria Eng, Public Relations
RCL Branch 170, Uxbridge
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

A most generous man

It takes a musical village…

The most common feeling expressed last week when word began to spread that
Tony Holt had died of a heart attack in his new home of Cobourg, was shock. Tony seemed just about the last
possible candidate for a heart attack that we knew; the enduring image that most of us carried of him was the
one that Roger Varley mentions in his story on page 7, a hale and hearty man of boundless energy, enthusiastically walking everywhere in town as he kept up with his very busy calendar.
When we read the funeral notice, that Anthony Holt had passed away “in his 79th year”, we were surprised
again. We knew that he had been retired from teaching high school for quite a long time, but he never struck
us as someone who was approaching the milestone of 80. He was always very youthful, and he certainly continued to relate with young people very effectively, as his many successful private piano students will attest.
Despite being almost 80, he was far too young to leave us so soon.
And that’s why the shock of Tony’s death was soon supplanted by sadness. He had so much left to give. In
only a short time, he had become as involved in his new community as he had in ours. He was singing, accompanying, helping give out scholarships - all of the activities described by the minister presiding over Tony’s
funeral service in Cobourg last Saturday sounded very, very familiar to the large number from Uxbridge in
her audience.
And there was something else that sounded so familiar to us, as various friends and family members got up
to speak about Tony: his generosity. Rarely do we encounter someone who gives so freely of his time, his energy, his talent, expecting absolutely nothing in return. The testimonials that flew by e-mail and on Facebook
after news of his death came from the heart. A teacher told how he had helped rekindle her love of playing
the piano. A budding opera singer said no one had encouraged her career more enthusiastically than Tony,
with time and patient guidance as well as words. Another former student, now with a promising career in music,
was dismayed when she heard the news on Facebook: “My beloved teacher, where would I be without him?”
Tony touched the lives of dozens of us privately, but for Uxbridge as a community, his most important legacy is the Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust, which he founded in the late 90s with fellow teacher/musician
Lesley Joosten and singer/minister Paul Kett. The Trust has fostered the musical development of dozens of
Uxbridge area youth, not just through education funding, but through performing opportunities - concerts that
raised funds while giving promising musicians precious time before appreciative audiences.
Of course, the impresario performed himself at many of these concerts, and that didn’t stop when he moved
to Cobourg. Only a few weeks ago, he returned with many of his new musical friends from Cobourg to headline a concert in benefit of his old favourite charity, the Scholarship Trust, and those who saw him then all said
the same thing - he was in top form, no hint whatsoever that he was about to leave us.
I’m not a musician, so I didn’t know Tony as well as many others in Uxbridge, but as a singer, actor and director, my path was bound to cross his from time to time. I was privileged to perform with him many times, and
he never said no when I asked him to accompany an audition or rehearsal.
My two most treasured memories of Tony, however, have little to do with music, and everything to do with
his boundless generosity. In the fall of 2004, Lisa and I had just moved in to our wee bungalow on Reach
Street. Not long after the move, a knock came on the front door. It was Tony with a gift. Many years before,
he had taken a photo of our section of Reach, and now, realizing we’d come to occupy it, he took another one
and put them side by side in a frame.
“I thought you might find this interesting,” he said as he handed it to us. It still hangs on our wall. Who else
would think of such a gift? It was matched about a year later, shortly after I started this paper, when he just
walked in the office door one day and handed me some sheet music.
“I wrote this little song about the Cosmos,” he said. I was speechless. Finally I said he should play it for me
some day, and he said he’d be delighted. Of course “some day” never came, we were both busy fellows and
we never found the time. But it’s still in a file at the office, so maybe it will come to life yet. In the meantime,
Tony’s Cosmos song, and his photos of our house, will always remind me that I was lucky enough to share a
community with someone as big-hearted as Tony Holt.

It might have been the night she opened in the musical Oliver as the character
Fagin and sang, “You have to pick a pocket or two.” Then again, it could have happened when she played the
White Rabbit in Alice in Wonderland. They were both staged when our daughter attended Uxbridge Public School.
On one of those occasions she asked us for some last minute advice.
“Imagine I'm at the back of the auditorium, Whitney,” I said to her. “And sing out, so I can hear you from
there.”
The fact is she hardly needed any backstage counsel. Whitney had both the power and the presence to deliver
whatever lines or vocals she needed to the back of any hall. But as much as I'd like to think Nature had something to do with Whit's ability to project convincingly, I believe more strongly that Nurture did. The notion that
“it takes a whole village to raise a child,” comes to mind. Whether coined in African culture or by a number of
authors, including Hillary Rodham Clinton in her 1996 book, in our daughter's case I think this extraordinary talent she possesses today comes from the community of support she has enjoyed all her life.
Music always seemed to come naturally for her - whether singing in choirs, playing trumpet, piano, recorder or
guitar. And for that ability she would be the first to acknowledge some extraordinary teachers in and around this
town. Whitney sat at the piano and learned musical expression with Susan Hall. She learned the joy of performing on trumpet in bands with Joseph Gould instructor Jenny Kanis. But she got the urge to sing out vocally with
musical directors such as John Wilson, Donna Van Veghel, Tom Baker, Conrad Boyce, Charles White, Rory SniderMcGrath and Gord Girvan.
Tuesday night, an audience at Toronto's west-end Lula Lounge were the beneficiaries of all that extraordinary
coaching. Our daughter, now Whitney Ross-Barris, debuted her first CD of jazz music - featuring some standards,
some original tunes she's composed, but also a series of songs inherited from her grandfather. The album, appropriately named “Everybody's Here,” showcased the gift of all those childhood teachers, musical collaborators and
believers.
But the CD and the Lula show also illustrated that some of Whitney's musical passion has come from her
“Papou,” Alex Barris. You see, in 1941 when my father was 19 and fancied himself a crooner, he composed a
number of jazz ballads. When he returned from overseas service in the U.S. Army during the Second World War,
Dad visited a small downtown New York studio called Nola. The product of those sessions was a handful of score
sheets and 45-rpm recordings that were stowed away and pretty much forgotten until Whitney found them in my
dad's effects after he died in 2004. Not only has she re-introduced them in her performances, she went back to
Nola (still a functioning studio in New York) to record some of those same tunes for her CD.
“I'm humbled and so grateful for the music that my Papou has given me,” Whitney said. “Beyond its incredible value to me, as his granddaughter and as a singer, I hope that the world really enjoys listening to his songs
as much as I have enjoyed singing and recording them.”
And even if neither her Papou Alex nor her Yiayia (grandmother) Kay could be there in person to listen, the
other night, other members of her blood and musical family were. The two loves of her life - husband Ian and
son Coen - as well as her two aunts, a couple of proxy aunts and uncles, her sister and her parents all watched
and admired. Also there in body and spirit were some of her childhood musical friends - Alida Wesselo, Jessie
Baird, Chris Skinner, Janet Green and Liam Webster among others - for without the harmony of those friendships
she might never have taken so confidently to the stage at all.
And the title of her debut album, “Everybody's Here,” makes the point. Back in September when Whitney decided to return to New York to record a few of my father's tunes at Nola Recording Studios, she and her
pianist/arranger Mark Kieswetter stepped into the recording studio and unpacked their music. Mark sat down at
a Steinway piano left behind in the studio by the great Erroll Garner and prepared to play. Whitney said the two
of them were suddenly speechless - silent in the time and place - until Mark looked around and calmly said,
“Yeah, feels like everybody's here.”
“It seemed all the musicians, singers and songwriters I've adored over the years, were there in the studio listening,” Whitney wrote later, “their music suspended in the air around us like an electric mist.”
That mist, she would be first to add, included her mentors, teachers, pals and family who helped lift that mist
to a joyous sound.
For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Locally-based charity helps children across Ontario
by Michelle McNally
Ideas are beautiful things. Small
seeds planted inside our heads,
ideas can grow into wondrous,
extraordinary accomplishments,
capable of conquering the world
and rewriting history. Whether it's
witnessing a miracle, recognising a
place that needs change, or having
your heart broken, ideas to promote good, and do good, are triggered within a deep level of ourselves. In the aftermath of a family
hardship, one man's thought for
change has become the life ring for
thousands of children across
Ontario.
The Jennifer Ashleigh Children's
Charity, headquartered at Prince
Lee Acres on the Fifth Concession,
has been providing financial support to low income families with
seriously ill children for more than
twenty years. When all other
resources have run dry, Jennifer
Ashleigh's charity has stepped in.
Providing love to those in most
need of it, Jennifer's Charity is an
idea of bringing hope to children
flourished into reality.
No stranger to his community,
Norm Clement is one in a handful
of people who was born with a
heart of charity. From funding drug
rehabilitation programs, to hosting
his annual community Christmas
dinner, Norm is just one of those
people whose core thrives on giving

back to others. In 1990, Norm was
confronted with a calling to assist
sick children after the passing of his
granddaughter, Jennifer Ashleigh,
whose life was cut short at six
months of age from a degenerative
muscular disease. Her sister,
Danica, died from the same illness
in infancy two years later. In memory of his beloved granddaughters,
Norm established the Jennifer
Ashleigh Children's Charity.
Since its founding, Jennifer's
Charity has supported 100,000
children from across the province.
Currently, the charity is serving
close to 800 needy children, nearly
half of which are from Sick Kids
and the GTA. Over the years, even
a few families from Uxbridge have
had to raise their hand for help.
Those who qualify for financial
assistance fall below the $60,000
annual income mark. Cases of single parent families surviving on
$20,000 a year with seriously ill
children are not uncommon.
Jennifer's Charity has much to be
proud of, but its most outstanding
quality, is how much the organization is able to provide. Recipients
are covered for hospital and treatment costs, as well as rent, grocery
bills, and transportation fees.
Worries of the payment of therapy,
medications, and specialized nursing can be put to rest.
Jane Sleep, executive director of
Jennifer Ashleigh Children's
Charity, beams, “We pride our-

selves in what other charities cannot provide.”
As a strictly non-government
funded organization, Jennifer's
Charity primarily relies on donations and fundraisers. Main supporters
include
Mackenzie
Financial, National Sports, and
The Yellow Bus Foundation.
Presently, the Jericho foundation
and Jennifer's Charity are working
hand in hand on project “Bridge
The Gap” to raise $250,000 this
December, enough to help 300
families. The first $50,000 raised
by December 15th will be doubled
by Jericho, and with just over
$40,000 raised so far, the outlook
looks promising.
Throughout the year, scattered
coin boxes reap in small quantities
of money, which is pooled into the
proceeds collected from annual golf
tournaments and dinner and auction nights. In our own backyard,
the Uxbridge Home Tour has
pulled together a generous contribution to Jennifer's Charity. A collaboration of businesses, creativity
and hard work, the Home Tour
opens the doors of some of
Uxbridge's finest houses for
Christmas trimming, the decor
curiosity of local companies. The
profits of last year’s Home Tour
raised an amazing $19,000, all
donated for a worthy cause.
No donation is too small. A ten
dollar bill can buy supplements and
vitamins for a sick child. Twenty

dollars could pay for baby formula.
It all adds up. Yet, once you subtract the 8% administration payments, and serve the registered
patients, there is little left over.
Illness has shown no sign of making a disappearance, and the numbers of disabled and sick children
are not declining.
“A third of our budget goes
towards autism,” says Jane Sleep
“Therapy for an autistic child can
cost as much as $700 a week, and it
is crucial treatment.”
Recent studies prove 1 in 88 children land on the autistic scale.
With learning disabilities like
autism on the rise, the need for
donations is more important than
ever.
With the season of giving in place,
and Christmas coming around the
corner, now would be considered
the most appropriate time to
donate to charity. On the whole
scale though, there is no better
time. Whether it’s a couple bucks,
or a fist of twenties, charities like

the Jennifer Ashleigh Children's
Charity are always in need of the
support of their communities, by
cash, cheque, or a few weekends to
assist in a fundraiser. As Jane Sleep
explains, “Hope and compassion.
We are more than a financial net.
We prove to families that someone
cares about you, even though you
do not know who they are, or you
may never meet.”
Together, with our volunteers and
donations, we are providing more
than a paid gas bill or a hospital
bed: we are gifting hope.

Learn the basics of

in Uxbridge!

Uxbridge
Farmers’ Market
Indoors at the
Uxbridge Arena Community Centre
Sundays until Dec. 23, 10 am - 2 pm
Check us out for late-season produce,
baked goods, preserves, honey products,
frozen meats,
AND...
Dozens of unique gift ideas
for the coming
Holiday
Season!

ONLY THREE MORE WEEKS!

The next session of Basic Ballroom Dancing begins

Thursday January 10, 2013
Classes will be held at the Uxbridge Arena every Thursday
from 7:00pm to 9:00pm for 10 weeks
Registration is only $290 per couple for 10 weeks
To register contact Marta Croly at martamac1@yahoo.ca
or call 905-903-6437

Great social time, great exercise and a whole lot of fun!

Marta and Mark look forward to seeing
you in January and watching you learn
the Basics of ballroom Dancing!
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Tony Holt passes away in Cobourg - memorial concert in new year

H

Cosmos and, when criticism of a
production was required, he
made such criticisms in the kindest, gentlest, most
constructive way.
Lisa Fearnley-Brown,
who, along with her
children, has appeared
in numerous productions, said his "infectious enthusiasm and
constant support for
the performing arts
will be missed."
"The biggest compliment I could have
received from him,"
she said, "was after playing Mrs.
Cratchett in A Christmas Carol
in which we suspended Tony
above the stage to play piano
accessible only by ladder. He
came over to me and quietly said:
'Well done on the English
accent, Lisa'."
Conrad Boyce, who worked
with Mr. Holt often, said a local
memorial concert is being

planned, probably in late
January. Details will be
announced later.

Dec. 13 - 5-8pm

HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!
www.uxbridgeBIA.com

NEW LOCATION

VIEWPOINTS

day he died.
Local pianist and music teacher
Kathy Normandeau said Mr.
Holt rekindled her love of playing by giving her refresher lessons.
"He was an inspiration and
wonderful role model of kindness, professionalism and perfectionism," she said. "There will be
a hole in the music community
that cannot be filled."
Ms. Joosten, a flautist and frequent collaborator with Mr.
Holt, said: "Tony was such a
monument in the community, so
articulate and giving and I will
treasure all the memories of our
rehearsals, performances and
working on the Scholarship
Fund."
"He was always willing to be
part of the growing artistic centre
in any community he touched
and had so many enthusiastic
ideas to share musically," she
added. "It is a great loss."
Pianist and singer Jane Loewen,
who sang a solo at Mr. Holt's
funeral, also paid tribute.
"Tony was the kindest, most
generous man any of us could
ever have had the good fortune
to know," she said.
But it was not just the music
community
that mourned
his loss. Mr.
Holt was also a
good friend of
the
theatre
scene
and
wrote many
reviews
of
plays
and
musicals for
the Uxbridge

13 BROCK ST. W

It was with a sense of shock that
the arts community in Uxbridge
received the news last week that
Anthony Holt had died of a
heart attack in Cobourg at the
age of 78.
Mr. Holt was heavily involved
in the music scene in Uxbridge
during his more than 20 years as
a resident of the town. Apart
from giving private piano lessons, the retired high school
teacher was renowned for the
piano recitals he performed at
numerous locations in town,
many of them in support of the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship
Trust, which he founded with
Lesley Joosten and Tom Rance.
His most recent concert was only
a few weeks ago, when he
returned to Uxbridge from
Cobourg with a number of
Cobourg musical friends.
During his time in Uxbridge,
Mr. Holt also sang with a number of local choirs, including
One Voice, the Uxbridge
Chamber Choir and the Messiah
Singers.
His wife, Susan, said Mr. Holt
began playing piano at a very
early age and was a graduate of
the Royal Conservatory in
London, England. However,
despite his accomplished playing,
he never performed professionally. He moved to Canada when he
was 24, where he married his first
wife, Janet, with whom he had

three sons. Later, he married
Susan and the couple lived in
Uxbridge for over 20 years,
where he became the "driving
force" behind the Music
Scholarship.
Mrs. Holt said the scholarship
resulted from Anthony's love of
education and his feeling that
there was a need for such a scholarship.
"He was such a giving man,"
she said.
His move to Cobourg did not
slow him down. Although he
retired from teaching piano, he
joined a similar music scholarship program in that town and
frequently visited nursing homes
in the area to play for the residents. He also joined the chancel
choir at Trinity United Church
in Cobourg, where his funeral
service was held Dec. 1 with
numerous Uxbridge residents in
attendance.
For Uxbridgians who remembered him, Mr. Holt's passing
was a shock, particularly given
his zest for life. Many remembered the way he walked through
town daily with a brisk pace and
his head held high.
"He was walking that very
morning," Mrs. Holt said of the

SUGAR FX

by Roger Varley

CASH MOB

THE UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE AND
UXBRIDGE-SCOTT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
congratulate the winner
of our Primitive Hooked Rug raffle:

SHIRLEY OLDFIELD OF MOUNT ALBERT
Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets
to support programs at the Uxbridge Historical Centre.
We appreciate your support!
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for My Fair Lady at the Music Hall. Last
week’s viewpoint was the curbside library on Planks
Lane; it was guessed by Katie Fortune of Uxbridge.
We’ll have the answer to the upper photo next
week. Photos by Renee Leahy and Roger Varley.

Jewellery
Sale
Saturday
December 8th
10 am - 2 pm

Chances Are
Upstairs
20 Bascom Street
(Across from the Firehall)
Sale also includes purses
and other accessories

Fri., Dec. 7
BRUINS vs.
PORT PERRY

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com
ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS TURKEY NOW WE HAVE ALL THE TRIMMINGS TOO!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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SANTA’S SLEIGH

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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Your one-stop shop for unique gift ideas!
Uxbridge Travel Centre
15 Brock Street West

Something for Mom
and Something for Dad!
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905-852-6163

A GIFT OF TRAVEL

Pre-Christmas Sales
on selected boots from
Sorel, Blondo, North Face
and others

Surprise your loved ones with a
Family Vacation or a Gift Certificate
this Christmas season.

Come visit us we’ve got a world of ideas!
www.uxbridgetravel.com

36 Brock Street West
905-852-7351

Mention this ad and get a free calendar with your purchase.

62 Brock Street West | Uxbridge

Wouldn’t it b
e loverly...to
see

905-852-4282
www.blueheronbooks.com

present

My
Fair
LADY

Thursday, Jan.
to Saturday, Ja 17
n.19
7:30 pm
Thursday, Jan.
to Saturday, Ja 24
n.26
7:30 pm

All Russell Stover Boxed Chocolates 340gms
15% OFF
All Christmas Gifts
15% OFF Regular Price
All Christmas Gift Wrap and Boxed Cards
40% OFF
All Types of Yankee Candles
15% OFF
...and many more in-store specials!
Hours:
Mon. 9-8, Tue.-Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-4, Sun Closed
2 Brock St. W., Unit #1, Uxbridge
905-852-2800 www.pharmasave.com

Merry Christmas!

Matinees:
Saturday, Jan.
19
Sunday, Jan.20
Saturday, Jan.
26
3:00 pm

UXBRIDGE M
USIC HALL
Ticket
In person at La s available
P
Online at www. etite Fleur, Uxbridge
onstageuxbridg
e.com
Or call
905-862-3697

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Coming Up
further details or email admin@preciousminds.com

THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Dec. 7, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
2+hr., 10+ km fast pace hike in Walker
Woods. There are hills. No dogs please.
Meet at parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Dec. 8, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
1+ hr., 4 km moderate pace hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. Join us for breakfast
after the hike. No dogs please. Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat. Dec 8 The Kids Christmas Bird
Count – a family event ages 8 and up birding the Trails of Uxbridge
-Register at “Presents” 60 Brock Street or
email Derek at dconn50@powergate.ca

Sat., Dec. 8
Christmas In
Uxbridge - Men of Note Choir,
7:30 PM - A pleasing balance of tenor,
baritone and rich, resonant bass voices
that together create an almost perfect
blend of sweet harmonious sound.
Tickets: $ 15 Adults, $ 12 Seniors and
Children 12 and under from the Church
Office or phone 905-852-7016. St Paul's
Anglican Church.
Sun., Dec. 9, 2:00 p.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
3 hr.; 7 km slow to moderate pace hike in
Walker Woods. Families and well mannered dogs welcome. Meet at parking lot
on the west side of Conc. 7, 2 km south
of Goodwood Rd. Brian & Kathy Clark
905-841-9757.

NEXT WEEK

Sat., Dec. 8 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Leaskdale Christmas Craft & Gift
Show at St. Paul's Leaskdale Church,
12251 Regional Road #1. Come see
Santa. Free kids activities are also available while you come shop our fine collection of gift ideas. Over 35 different merchants and local artisans. Admission is
non-parishable food items.

Wed., Dec. 12, 7-9 pm Testa Building,
2nd Floor Boardroom, 2 Campbell Drive.
The North Durham Diabetes
Support Group presents "Surviving
the Holidays". Guest speaker for the session is a Registered Dietitian, Certified
Diabetes Educator. Bring a friend, a family member or just yourself. Drop-ins are
welcomed but RSVPs are encouraged.
(905) 668-6831 ext. 3158.

Sat., Dec. 8 Precious Minds
Poinsettia Fundraiser, Uxbridge
Arena, 10 am–2 pm. Pre-orders are recommended at www.preciousminds.com.
All plants $25. Call 905-982-0882 for

Fri., Dec. 14 Uxbridge & Area
Networking Group Christmas
Lunch 11:45am - 2:30pm, Mill Run Golf
Club. Speaker: Jackie Hermans,
Inspirational Comedian. New members

Tiger Talk
USS in the Olympics
by Jenna Smith
What is USS known for? Spirit?
Maybe. Rugby? Definitely. But
the academic side of things sometimes slide under the radar in this
little town. No one's really sure
why. Perhaps it's because it is considered to be “boring”. But educa-

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

UÊ, ÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>ÀÊÊLÞÊ>««ÌiÌ®
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌVÃ¶
UÊÞLÀ`]Ê iÃi
ÊÊ>`Ê iVÌÀVÊ-«iV>ÃÌ

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

tion is really what we go to school
for, right? So shouldn't we go the
extra mile to highlight the accomplishments of the students in
town? Well, here is the place to
start. On Wednesday, November
28th the Science Department at
USS and Ms Lim-Cole sent one
junior and one senior team to the
infamous Science Olympics. The
senior team consisted of Robyn
Ottolinii (grade 12) , Jesse Pearson
(grade 12), and Ashton Stoop
(grade 11). It was a full day of
knowledge starting with opening
remarks, moving into a series of
different events, followed by a special presentation and wrapped up
with the awards ceremony.
Working in teams of three, students competed in four 50-minute
events that focused on Big Ideas in
Biology, Chemistry, Physics and
Environmental Science. The students were forced to use scientific
principles, scientific inquiry and
their own imaginations and creativity. On top of that all this had
to be done in a limited amount of
time and with few materials. In
the end, the team with most correct answers won. In the event of a
tie it was based on who completed
the questions the quickest. Some
of the brightest minds in all of
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welcome. To attend lunch $37 if paid
before Nov. 30 and $40 later. Please
RSVP Chris Auger at 905-862-0452 or
email networkinggroup@uxbridge.com
Dec. 14-15 One Voice Uxbridge
Singers
presents
Christmas
Tapestry Music Director Charles White,
Accompanist Debra Thompson. Friday, at
7:30pm, Saturday at 3:00pm.
St. Paul’s Anglican Church. Tickets $15
(children under 10 n/c) at “Presents,
Presents, Presents”.
Dec. 14-16 Aladdin Vocally Inspired
Performers present the Disney musical on
stage at the Music Hall. See details on
page 11.
Sat., Dec. 15, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
1+ hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike
on the Al Shaw side Trail. No dogs
please. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862.
Sat., Dec. 15
Breakfast with
Santa at the Zephyr Community
Hall 9:00-11:30. Santa will arrive at
9:30 with a bag of presents. Adults $5,
Children $3, under 2 free.
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UPCOMING
Dec. 17-18 Messiah Splendid presentation of Handel’s classic oratorio, with
100 singers, professional orchestra and
soloists. Details page 16.
Tues. Dec. 18 1:00 pm Uxbridge
Senior Citizens' Club "TEA" Please
bring your Mug. Entertainment Line
Dancers. New Members Welcome!
Seniors 55 yrs + . Membership $10.00
pp per year.
Wed., Dec. 19, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
4+ hr., 14+ km moderate to fast pace
loop hike on the Glen Major Tract. There
are some hills. Meet at parking area on
the west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Road 21. Russ Burton
905-830-2862.
Fri., Dec. 21, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
2 hr., 10+ km fast pace loop hike on the
Brock Tract. There are some hills. Meet
at the parking area on the east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of
Durham 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Fri., Dec. 21 Blood Donor Clinic
Uxbridge Seniors Centre, 1-8 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 16, 9:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
2+ hr., 8.5 km moderate pace hike in
Durham Forest. Bring water and a snack.
Meet at main parking lot, 3789 Conc. 7,
Uxbridge.
Chris Johnston 905-8527524.

Sat., Dec. 22, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
1+ hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. There are some hills.
No dogs please. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton
905-830-2862.

Durham were at the event,
demonstrating their academic
ability in a place where their ideas
could be appreciated. Not to say
that at home they go unrecognized, but let's be honest when we
say not everyone knows about
quantum physics and light particles! I don't. But the Uxbridge
Tigers teams sure did! And they
demonstrated this thoroughly
throughout the day!
“The experience was really cool;
to put all the facts from school
into something other than school
was awesome, because you got to
apply your knowledge,” said competitor Robyn Ottolinii.
Uxbridge competed against
schools like Dunbarton, Sinclair
and Port Perry, to name a few.
Unfortunately in the end neither
of the USS teams placed, but no
one was complaining. Everyone
was content with challenging their
knowledge and skills, and working
together as a team. As well as gaining the experience for the future

and doing something they loved
and are good at.
A huge shout out goes to the two
teams for representing Uxbridge
so well! And for reminding us that
behind all the hype about sports

ONGOING
Needed. Donations of used or new
baseballs, baseball mitts, baseball bats.
Group leaving at the end of December for
a missionary trip to Dominican Republic.
Organized by St. Paul's, Leaskdale. Will
pick-up or you can drop off. Please call
Don on his cell 416 991-2277. All donations greatly appreciated by the children.
The Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Auxiliary is looking for anyone interested in knitting. For further information
please contact: Jackie Teskey 905 852
3707
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those requiring
assistance. All donations are always
appreciated. Current needs include:
Instant Coffee, Tea, Ketchup, Peanut
Butter, Tuna/Hamburger Helper, Canned
Fruit, Toothpaste, Soap, Shampoo. Tax
receipts are issued for Financial
Donations. Donations may be dropped
in the Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church Monday
to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like
us to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

and spirit there is indeed academics, the real educational process
that is preparing the youth of
today for the future of tomorrow.
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SOFA SMILES
with Fred Bendell
When Pat Clark put his "right foot forward"
(as we have been taught throughout our lives)
he never dreamed it would be the wrong foot
but guess what, he did and now he is in a cast.
Pat, we tried to tell you to slow down but you
insisted on making those tight turns! We wish
you a speedy recovery and hope to see you and
David Snowball back in action real soon! Hard
to believe we have already played eight games
but time does fly when you are having fun.
The teams are well balanced and every week
has a different outcome. Glad to hear Gene
Moore is coming back from a minor injury
and John Vanderlee decided to come back
from holidays. We are still looking for new
spares, so give us a call if you are interested. It
seems the Dark Blue team has trouble keeping
a full team, too many players taking holidays
or Gerry is too demanding (he likes to win)
not sure what he will do when Christmas
comes? Got to give a special thanks to Tom
Einsman for looking after the spares this year,
his efforts are really appreciated.
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Bruins lose but still pad division lead
by Conrad Boyce
Despite losing just their third game of
the year in regulation time last weekend,
the Uxbridge Bruins still managed to
increase their lead atop the Junior C
Central Division.
That’s because the second-place
Lakefield Chiefs lost twice, on Friday to
the Bruins in an overtime thriller, and on
Sunday to the Little Britain Merchants.
Friday’s game at the Uxbridge Arena
lived up to its billing as a showdown
between the division’s powerhouses, who
have separated themselves from the other
four teams by some distance.
Rumours circulated through the arena
that there was a cold or flu bug in the
Bruin dressing room, and that possibility
was demonstrated in two ways: the fact
that the division’s top goalie, Brandon

Francey, sat for the Bruins, and that the
home side was sluggish to begin each
period. They quickly got behind in the
first, not pulling even until the 19th
minute with Steve Doutsis scoring from
Mike Ramsey. After the Chiefs quickly
struck at the beginning of the second, the
pair once again pulled the Bruins even,
with Ramsey the scorer. The Bruins got
their first lead only three minutes later,
with the team’s leading scorer, Patrick
Morgan, converting a pass from Doutsis
and Keegan Cairns.
The Bruins, however, were blanked for
the rest of regulation, while the Chiefs
scored in the third to force overtime,
where the teams play four-on-four. The
Bruins sent the crowd home happy as
Tim Bierema, assisted by Justin Bean, put
one over the goalie’s shoulder with less
than two minutes left.
The pressure of Friday’s game appeared

to leave the Bruins sapped as they visited
the fifth-place Clarington Eagles on
Sunday night. Wayne Fryer was the
goalie again for the Bruins, who despite
scoring an average of 4.5 goals per game
through the season, could only manage
two on this night, from Keegan Cairns
unassisted early in the first period, and
from Billy McBeth in the second, assisted by Raymond Auld and Korey Brand.
The final score was 3-2 Clarington.
Uxbridge leads the division with 36
points, Lakefield has 32, while Port Perry,
Little Britain and Clarington are
bunched with 23, 22 and 21 respectively.
The Georgina Ice trails the division with
only 12 points.
The Bruins resume action tomorrow
night at 7:45 at home against Port Perry
Mojacks, then get to rest a full week and
get rid of those germs.

Joseph Gould and the 1837 Rebellion
by Nancy Melcher
December 7th, 1837, 175 years ago this week, was cold,
perhaps snowy on the ground, when an untrained and
poorly-armed band of about 500 rebels skirmished with
regular British troops and Canadian volunteers at
Montgomery's Tavern. The trained soldiers were armed
with rifles and artillery, and outnumbered the rebels 2-to1. In 20 minutes it was all over, with rebels fleeing in
every direction. The troops looted the tavern, then
burned it to the ground.
Uxbridge's own Joseph Gould, a Quaker and pacifist,
was one of the rebels taking part that day. He led a group
of men from the area, joining with many others from a
wide area who were upset about the way the government
of the day (the Family Compact) was managing things.
Under the leadership of William Lyon Mackenzie they
assembled at Montgomery's Tavern, located on Yonge

Street just north of present day Eglinton Avenue (three
blocks from my high school), and headed south to attack
Toronto.
Armed with pitchforks, pike poles and primitive hunting guns, they weren't prepared for the precise actions of
the regular troops, and quickly scattered. Gould and his
group were eventually captured. Since the jail and fort in
Toronto were already overflowing with prisoners, they
were held in the legislative council chamber at the
Parliament Buildings. Gould later said it was his first seat
in parliament!
He was sentenced to be exiled to Van Dieman's Land
(now Tasmania) but his sentence was reduced to nine
months in prison, which he served in Toronto and
Kingston. Pardoned as part of a general amnesty in 1838,
he returned to his farm and mill in Uxbridge.
Gould became a successful businessman, promoting
railways, becoming the first Reeve of Uxbridge Township
and the first Warden for Ontario County. He
was elected to the Legislative Council in 1854
and 1857, the first member of parliament for
the Ontario North Riding. After he left politics
he returned again to Uxbridge and supported
agricultural societies and the building of
churches and primary schools.
175 years later, we look back upon Joseph
Gould as a pillar of our community. He helped
shape the town, and influenced its growth in
those early days. On Friday, pause a moment
to reflect on the great influence this man had
on Uxbridge, and be grateful that he wasn't
sent to the other side of the world for standing
up for his beliefs.

OPEN 7

DAYS

7AM-3PM

FOR LUNCH AND ALL DAY BREAKFAST.

SERVING DINNER THURSDAY,
FRIDAY & SATURDAY UNTIL 9PM

CHRISTMAS MENU
AVAILABLE UNTIL DECEMBER 27TH
$22 PER PERSON - 3 COURSE MEAL!
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

ONE OF A KIND
GIFT GIVING IDEAS
100% CANADIAN
HANDMADE
WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$25/week

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Licenced
Electrical Contractor
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Uxbridge

416-346-8501

ESA #7007371 mnleber@aol.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,
microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR
SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out sheds,
barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or
905-473-1907. 2/14
PIANO, small upright, apt. size (Kirby). You pick up.
905-852-3442 after 10 a.m. 12/13
Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“The Lord, whom you
seek, shall suddenly come
to His temple.”
- Malachi 3:1
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and overnight
care, your house or ours, no crates or kennels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454. 12/20
ADULT LEARNERS: I work with adults to improve
basic English reading, writing and math skills. Fraser
Education. 905-852-1145. 12/20
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years teaching
experience. Call David at 905-862-2812. 12/6
HANDYMAN - REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS:
Drywall and stucco, painting interior and exterior,
plumbing, carpentry rough & finish, tiles ceramic and
vinyl, windows. 24-hr. service. 905-852-1424. 12/13
QUALITY CARPENTRY AND HANDYMAN SERVICES: Home repairs and renovations, basements,
baths, fences, decks, other yard structures. Order your
custom-designed outdoor furniture, sheds or play-sets
today, for winter (indoor) build and spring delivery and
installation. Call Steve at 905-852-1750. Northwood
Home Services. 12/6

FOR A PAINTING QUOTE call two
old guys with paint brushes. Inside or
outside, no job is too small. Call Mike
at 905 852 1836. 12/6
PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA Sunday, December
9th, 12-4pm. By appointment or drop in. Family photos welcome!! K9’S in KAHOOTS, 6389 Main
Street,Stouffville. (905) 642-8289. www.k9sinkahoots.com A portion of the proceeds to be donated to
the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal Shelter. 12/6
RENOVATIONS-RESTORATIONS-REPAIRS:
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements, built-ins, trim, painting, iling, flooring and so much more. From the complete Reno to the smallest repair. We are there. Quality
workmanship, at reasonable rates,fully insured,call

today 905-862-2899. info@woodrockpro.ca 12/20
MIKE'S HOME SERVICES: Small projects, home
maintenance, repairs, assembly & installations, painting, clean ups, junk removal. Call Mike 647-524-2609.
2/14
PROFESSIONAL LIVE-IN CAREGIVER available,
can look after kids, cook and clean. Interested, please
call Analiza 647-627-1094. 12/20
CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE: References available, call Sharon 905-862-0290. 12/6
Wanted
A GOOD HOME: Smokey and Bandit, 5 year old cats
are looking for their forever home together. Due to illness in the family, these lovely brothers, declawed,
vaccinated and in good health, would love to be home
for Christmas. For info contact Nicola # 416 989 7005.
12/13
HERE WE GROW AGAIN: Oasys Healthcare is hiring for the following positions: Sales, Production,
Customer Service and Accounting. If interested, please
forward resume to hr@oasyshealthcare.com 12/13
HELP WANTED: Partner with doctors and nutritionists. Earn a second income without having to get a second job... Health professional network company seeks
self starters immediately. Call 647-882-1920. 12/20
For Sale
4 BRIDGESTONE WINTER DUELERS on steel rims,
P245-70-R16, 5-bolt pattern, low kilometres. Mint condition. Fits Jeep Grand Cherokee, etc. $375. 905-8524653. 12/6
PINBALL MACHINE: Good working condition, great
for rec room. 416-705-9993. 12/5
QUEEN ANN TABLE AND CHAIRS: Solid Walnut –
Round Table. 4 leaves and will extend to seat 10. 6
chairs including one captain’s chair. BUFFET: Solid walnut with ornate carved back piece. Beautiful original
ornate antique hardware. $750.00 obo for all pieces.
Will consider selling buffet and or table/chairs separately, price to be negotiated. Terms: Cash and carry
only.
LAST WEEK FOR LOCAL GREENERY BUNDLES:
Visit the Uxbridge Sunday Farmer's market, or Farm
Gate sales Friday. Angela, 905-862-0591,
www.fnhappyfarm.ca. 12/6
WATER SOFTENER – used, in good condition
200.00/obo. AQUARIUM - Tank 25 “ tall x 36
“wide x 12”deep, floor stand with 2 doors for supplies,
overall 56” tall 200.00 /obo. SOFA – Sklar-peppler,

78 in long, contemporary, smoke free 175.00/obo.
LARGE ARM CHAIR & OTTOMAN, like new, sage
green 275.00 Both 400.00/obo. DANIER BLACK
LEATHER JACKET, Ladies small, quilted lining
75.00/obo. SUEDE LEATHER JACKET, Mens size 42,
tan, like new 75.00/obo. SKI PANTS- Mens large,
red 10.00. LUGGAGE – 3 soft side suitcases 30x22,
24x17, 24x14,
1 hard shell 24x17.
10.00 for all. 905-852-7543. 12/13
CUSTOM STEEL TRUCK RIMS, four, 16x8, 6 bolt,
fit Chev Silverado pickup, with tires 245x75-16GT.
$140. REMOTE CAR OR TRUCK STARTER, 3-in-1
keyless entry, new in box, paid $220. Sell for $160.
905-862-3022.
For Rent
UXBRIDGE, QUAKER VILLAGE $1,300/month
inclusive - Spacious 2 bedroom basement apartment
available January 1, 2013. Just over 1 year old located on a quiet cul de sac. Rent includes utilities, parking,
private entrance and satellite TV. First and last months
required, credit checks and references, non-smoking
and no pets. Please call 416-602-4747. 12/5
STORAGE SPACE: Dry, suitable for cars, boats, etc.
416-705-9993. 12/5
SHARED ACCOMMODATION: Gorgeous setting,
charming, country Uxbridge home to share with 2 single professionals, walk to town, 1 bright large bedroom at $575.00. NS. Laundry, util., incl. 647-2243938. 12/6
MODERN COZY COUNTRY CABIN: Ashburn area,
with fireplace, all inclusive, one person, no smoking, no
pets, $750 inclusive. 905-655-3004. 12/13
TWO-BEDROOM BASEMENT APARTMENT:
Country home, Ashburn. $750 inclusive. 905-6553004. 12/13
Events
FRIDAY DEC 7TH ELVIS CHRISTMAS SHOW
starring Jay Zanier. For tickets call Mike Bridgeman,
905 852 1836. 12/5
CAT/KITTEN ADOPT A THON EVENT, Pet Valu,
near Staples. Sat8th/Sun 9th December 10-5pm. We
have lots of great cats wanting their forever homes...
For further info contact Nicola #416 989 7005. 12/6
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from page 3 was great advice and reminded their community, from service unfair?

Rebecca and I weighed these
things and we think we can find a
balance. I can be home, usually,
on Friday. It's also important to
me to get out and attend events
and meet more people in the riding and in all of our communities.
That's more easily done if we
maintain our life and our commitments here. Last week I
attended my Rotary breakfast
meeting in Courtice. Will it be
difficult sometimes when the
House is sitting?
Yes. Certainly there will be a little
bit of strain and challenge at
times, but I will try and be home
the moment debate ends. I want
to be available and an MP people
can approach on a range of issues.
Okay, you used the word, so what
are the most important issues to
you right now?
To me it is really the economy. I
said several times during the election the Number One issue on
the doorstep was jobs. We need to
maintain the jobs we have and
grow new ones. Really, the people
concerned had employment.
What I think their concern was is
that Canada has been doing better
than the U.S., better than the rest
of the world, but they see the

malaise in Europe, they see the
fiscal cliff discussions in the U.S.
and that sets some serious concerns. Are we going to be able to
maintain our position, which,
while we've had slow growth,
Canada has been growing - we
have actually gained all of the jobs
that we lost in the global recession
back in a variety of ways - if our
big trading partners in the U.S.
and in Europe continue to have
sluggish to no growth? Can we
continue to be this little island of
decent economic growth while
the rest of the world is having serious challenges? I would say the
best way to do that is to keep taxes
low on families and seniors.
People can't afford to be squeezed
right now.
Switching tracks, Erin, your
father (Durham MPP John
O'Toole) must be as pleased as
Punch with your election. Did he
have any advice for you, not
before but after you were elected?
He said two things. Always try to
listen as much as you speak - and
that's advice I've heard from him
before, but he reminded me after
the win - and it's the people in
Uxbridge, Scugog and Clarington
that elect you, not Ottawa. That

me to focus on what I've said
I've tried to do this last week. I
hope people will notice in a few
months a renewed focus on local
issues and service.
When Bev Oda stepped down,
your name came up pretty quickly
as a candidate. How long have
you had it in your mind that one
day you would seek office?
I did have it in my mind and it
has come up in a variety of ways
over the years. I've been able to be
very involved in politics by being
a volunteer like the dozens and
dozens of volunteers who helped
me win. I've helped my father, I
helped Bev, I helped, when I was
out in Nova Scotia, John Hamm
become premier. I've helped the
Ontario PC party. But I always
thought that one day I would put
my own name on the ballot. I
always thought it would be after
my dad retired, but you have to
do what you think is good for
your community when the opportunity arises. So when Bev Oda
resigned, immediately Rebecca
and I had serious discussions. We
knew that I had the passion for it.
I've been active prior to running
in a variety of different causes and
charitable pursuits. There are
many ways a person can serve

TOWN HALL

more trucks passing by several
sub-divisions in the Goodwood
area than the downtown area
ever had.
Mr. Ballinger said Uxbridge is
not in a position to assume ownership of the regional roads yet.
As for routing more trucks along
Road 21, he said council has to look
at the best interests of the overall
population of Uxbridge. He said the
bypass route was four kilometres
longer than the downtown route,
but noted it only has five sets of traffic lights and an 80 kph speed limit
while the downtown route has 10
sets of lights and a 50 kph limit.
"I don't have a problem saying use
the bypass," he said.
Mrs. Northeast then accused him
of not caring about the residents of
Goodwood, causing Mr. Ballinger
to accuse her of "not being polite."
After Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
noted that Goodwood residents
have dealt with truck traffic on
Highway 47 for years and now have
to deal with trucks on the bypass,
Mrs. Northeast said they were the
first words of support she had heard
for Goodwood.
Too much time off for council?:
When township clerk Debbie
Leroux presented council with her
suggested schedule of meetings for
2013, Councillor Jacob Mantle
wondered whether council takes too
much time off for holidays.
Noting that there are no meetings
scheduled for statutory holidays

which fall on Mondays, or for the
March break, he said the March
break is a school holiday and he
would have no problem attending
council meetings on a Tuesday following a Monday holiday.
Mayor O'Connor responded that
councillors are entitled to "an odd
week without council."
"At March break and Christmas,
people like to spend time with family," she said. "I have no objection."
Mr. Mantle further proposed
changing council's once-a-month
night session to the third Monday in
a month from the fourth Monday.
Up to now, council has held committee meeting on the first and third
Mondays and council meetings on
the second and fourth Mondays.
Mr. Mantle said committee meetings see more debate of residents'
concerns than regular council meetings and holding one of them at
night would serve residents better.
Ms. Leroux agreed to make the
change.
Skate park signage concerns:
Councillor Pat Molloy told council
he has some concerns regarding the
signage at Uxbridge's new skate
park at Kennedy Fields.
Mr. Molloy said a sign at the park
promotes the Rotary Club for its
contribution to the park, but added
that Uxbridge residents also kicked
in a substantial amount of money to
facilitate its construction. He also
noted that the Township of
Uxbridge had made the largest con-

by Roger Varley
Notes from the Dec. 3
Council meeting
Tempers flare in truck debate:
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
and Councillor Bev Northeast
exchanged heated words at Council
on Monday during discussion of
Durham Region's response to an
Uxbridge request that heavy truck
traffic be banned from the downtown core.
The Region said banning heavy
trucks from Brock Street and
Toronto Street South, both regional
roads, would go against the intent of
the Region's Transportation Master
Plan. Instead it said it would lift the
seasonal weight restrictions from
sections of Regional Road 21 to
allow year-round truck traffic along
that bypass route. It also said the
Region would promote use of
Regional Road 21 to the trucking
industry and encourage Durham
Regional Police to increase commercial vehicle enforcement in the
downtown area.
The Region added that if Uxbridge
wanted to assume ownership of
Brock and Toronto Streets in the
future, it could ban trucks as it
wished.
Mrs. Northeast said she was "really disappointed" with the Region's
response, saying it would result in
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organizations to church groups to
non-profit groups without having
to be elected. What was great was
a lot of those organizations I
worked with were quick to step
up and offer help because of my
track record.
Despite that background, were
there any surprises as a candidate?
There were quite a few personal
attacks that, quite frankly, I was
surprised about coming against
me in a local race here in
Durham. You can challenge policy positions and I think it is
important for us to have a vigorous debate, but there were some
questionable things published in
papers that were inaccurate or
untrue and then some of the
issues that were used in a personal
sense against me did surprise me.
I expected it to be a tough campaign but I was a little disappointed when some inaccuracies were
put out there. I don’t think we've
seen that in Durham before.
Please, Erin be straightforward
with me. Was the Cosmos guilty
of anything along those lines?
No. There was an ad published in
a few of the papers that attributed
a quote to me on health care that
was untrue.
But our reporting hasn't been

tribution of cash.
Mr. Mantle said that when the
park is officially opened in May,
new signage will reflect the
Township's contribution.
Chief Administrative Office Ingrid
Svelnis added that the Trillium
Foundation also gave generously to
the park and should also be recognized. "Neither the skate park nor
the splash pad (currently under construction at the arena) would have
happened without Trillium," she
said.

No, absolutely. It was some of the
advertising and some of the things
dropped at people's doors. I'm
aware that politics is not a walk in
the park sometimes and you have
to have a thick skin, but it was a
little bit of a disappointment.
Why do you think we have come
to this point where a lot of politics
is reduced to personal attacks? I
don't remember it being this nasty
years and years ago.
I've thought about this and I
think some of it might be attributable to declining voter turnout.
I think with fewer people voting,
the negative and sometimes personally negative is used to try and
motivate or try and grab a hold of
or deliver your vote. I tried to run
an issues-based, old-style doorknocking campaign and we doorknocked anywhere between
25,000 and 30,000 homes and I
talked the issues. I think that was
successful but still turnout was
low.
Erin, there's so much more we
could talk about, but space is limited. Thank you for taking the
time.
Thank you.

RIGHT HAND MAN
647-333-7746
SNOW CLEARING
Your Best Man for the Job!

Uxbridge - Cell

www.myrighthandman.ca

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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A little magic at Christmas

First Leaside building finds a buyer!

Join Aladdin and Jasmine on their magical carpet ride! With the holidays around the corner, kids of all ages will delight in the Vocally
Inspired Performers production of Aladdin Jr.
The favourite Disney musical will be on stage at the Uxbridge Music
Hall for five shows: December 14 at 7:30pm, December 15 at 3:30 pm
and 7:30 pm and December 16 at 12:00 pm and 4:30 pm.
Unforgettable music from the original movie, by Alan Mencken,
Howard Ashman and Tim Rice, will be front and centre in this production, as will some exciting visuals.
“After our production of Willy Wonka, we received so many comments
about all of the little details that made the show so wonderful for the
audience,” says producer Nia King-Hachey. “We've made sure to continue that legacy with Aladdin Jr., from the glowing cobra eyes on
Jafar's staff to the very magical flying carpet.”
The cast consists of talented local singers, dancers and actors, aged 815. Everyone's favourite characters will be there, including Iago the
talking parrot, Abu the monkey, and of course, Genie! There will be
plenty of Disney fun for the kids, and laughs for the adults too.
Tickets are on sale at Presents and the door, for $13 and $16.
Raising funds for charity is an important goal for each VIP production. Audience members can purchase tickets for a chance to win one
of two Aladdin-themed prize packages to be raffled off at each show.
And matinee-goers can hop onstage after the play to have their picture
taken with their favourite character, in exchange for a donation. All
proceeds from the raffles and photo ops will be donated to The Water
Project, a non-profit organization bringing relief to communities
around the world who lack access to clean water and proper sanitation.
Seventeen-year-old Marisa Hachey founded the Vocally Inspired
Performers in 2011 to engage young people in Uxbridge in the community musical theatre experience. Their inaugural production, Willy
Wonka, featured 35 young performers and an all-teen crew, and raised
nearly $900 for the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation. They won the
Best Overall Float award at the 2011 Uxbridge Santa Claus Parade and
look forward to bringing some Arabian Nights pizzazz to this year's
event.
For more information about Vocally Inspired Productions or Aladdin
Jr., contact Nia King-Hachey, 647-223-0749.

by Nancy Melcher

Lisa Boyce
Sales Manager

NAIL CARE • WAXING • MASSAGE • SKIN CARE

Twin&

NAILS SPA
%off

10
all services
With any purchase $50 or more
(Including gift certificates)
From Dec 6, 2012 to Jan 5, 2013

I have been in the printing business for
27 years, since joining Uxbridge Printing
in 1984.
Familiar with both sheet and web press
requirements, I can provide a quote for
your print needs from start to finish.

Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year!

905-852-9009
Mon - Fri 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday
Closed
307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge
(across from Zehrs)
www.twinsnails.ca

References available. I look forward to
working with current, past and future
clients.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Cell 647.962.4969
lisaboycecosmos@powergate.ca

SUGAR FX

ARTHRITIS CURE - Treat the Cause
If you have been told that your pain is caused by arthritis, I encourage you
to read this article in its entirety. Most people can be helped.
Arthritis means joint inflammation of which there are many different types
and causes. For the purpose of this article I am referring to osteoarthritis,
often described as degenerative or “wear and tear” arthritis which can be
confirmed by an x-ray.
First point: Osteoarthritis does not always cause pain. That’s right.
Studies have been performed where hundreds of pain-free people are x-rayed
and a significant percentage of these x-rays will have evidence of mild, moderate and even severe osteoarthritis (eg. thinning of cartilage). But, again,
they are not in pain.
Second point: When someone does have pain and their x-rays show any
amount of osteoarthritis, one can’t say for certain that the pain is caused by
what is seen on the x-ray.
Third point: Sometimes people who are in pain have normal x-rays.
So what is causing the pain? In 90% of cases pain is caused by IMPROPER FUNCTION. What causes improper function? The most common
culprits are immobile joints, tight or weak muscles, and poor posture.
A combination of specific exercises, stretching, customized chiropractic
adjustments, acupuncture, and an amazing procedure called Pain
Neutralization Technique can eliminate the cause of your pain.
In my 20-year career I have been able to help hundreds of people who had
been told that their pain was incurable due to osteoarthritis. You deserve to
be pain-free! Call today and have your function restored. Mention this article and receive a complimentary, no-obligation
consultation.

Dr. John Clark,
Chiropractor and Acupuncture Provider

290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

NEW LOCATION

A Division of Cosmos Media Incorporated

Dec. 13 - 5-8pm

13 BROCK ST. W

The excitement is real, and the
rumour is true! The former Head
Office property of First Leaside
Group of Companies has been sold.
Township CAO Ingrid Svelnis
explained, “There have been a lot of
people interested in the property. The
Township is very pleased to see this
happen and we look forward to
working with the new owners,
Structform International Limited,
when they come forward with their
plans.”
The eyesore at the SW corner of
Victoria Dr. and Brock Street West
sits abandoned, the basement filling
with rain, leaves, and soon enough
snow. Construction on the beautiful
Head Office building was halted late
in 2011, with the basement just
beginning to take shape. At the time
it was hoped that restructuring might
save the financial investment company, however For Sale signs soon
showed that this was not to be.
Township staff have answered ques-

tions from many parties interested in concrete restoration.”
developing the site.
Everyone wants to see the property
“There have been a wide range of finished, with a building there
possible uses brought forward” by the instead of the rusting metal, watery
interested parties, Svelnis said, but so concrete, and ruined dreams that are
far there are no solid plans for the there now. It's a benefit to the Town
property. “We are not aware of their to have the project complete, in
plans as the transaction was just com- whatever form it eventually takes.
pleted.”
The new owners may be the best
Some of the prospective purchasers solution, to see the project through
have enquired about whether the to completion. We look forward to
land could be used for commercial, more news about the direction they
or a combination of commercial and will take with this property.
residential uses.
Structform International is part of a
larger entity, the Structural Group of
Companies. Their website states,
“The
Structural
Group
of
Companies promotes design, construction and operation of buildings
that are sustainable and environmentally responsible ...Structural Group
has provided a full range of concrete
services and earned a solid reputation
among the construction industry HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!
...Our firm specializes in all aspects of www.uxbridgeBIA.com CASH MOB
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Uxbridge students honoured at scholarship ceremony
by Shelagh Damus
On Thursday November 22, Don
Lovisa, Durham College President,
honoured 184 students for their
outstanding academic achievements during its annual scholarship
ceremony. On hand at the ceremony in addition to the students were
a combination of faculty, staff and
the corporate donors who make the
event possible.
The deserving students were presented with the in-course scholarships valued at a total of $135,000.
The recipients were drawn from
both the Oshawa and Whitby campuses. By connecting the student
recipients with the donors, the
event provided an opportunity for
the students to express their appreciation for the financial aid a scholarship offers to the estimated 35
individuals, organizational and corporate award donors who were
present for the award ceremony.
Two of the students recognized
hail from the Uxbridge area.
Mitchell Bennett is a second year

student in the Electro-Mechanical
Engineering Technology program.
He won the General Motors of
Canada Limited Scholarship.
Rachel Comiskey was the other
Uxbridge recipient. She is a third
year student in the Business
Administration program studying
Operations Management at the
Oshawa Campus. Comiskey
will complete her final exams
in April. In order to graduate
she will need to complete a
field placement. Once this
requirement is fulfilled she
will graduate, “sometime in
2013.”
Comiskey was impressed
with the number of scholarships that were given out at
the ceremony and with the
variety.
“All [of the scholarships]
were very different in
nature.” Comiskey was
awarded the Messier-Dowty Inc.
Scholarship which “will significantly help [her] pursue [her] future
academic and career goals.”
Comiskey was taught “the impor-

tance and value of a good education.” It was particularly gratifying
for Comiskey to learn that her
efforts as a student “who will go
above and beyond to excel” did not
go unnoticed. Her post-secondary
education to date has been supported by an education fund set up by
her grandparents. Three years later,

the fund is mostly depleted and the
money from the scholarship will be
helpful as she furthers her education at Lakehead University. There
she hopes to get her Honours in

Business. An online Project
Management Certificate program is
the planned final step to certify her
as a project manager.
Comiskey was not born in
Uxbridge, but moved here from
North York when she was in Grade
7. She attended Goodwood Public
School followed by Uxbridge
Secondary School.
Comiskey speaks highly of
the program at Durham
College. The faculty, as well as
the student body are “incredible” says Comiskey who adds
“The professors I’ve had are
very knowledgeable about
their field of study and present
it so well to the students.”
Comiskey attributes the teachers’ ability to make learning
about business “so interesting”
with her decision to “continue
into the third year rather than
have completed college after
[her] second year. “ She is especially complimentary of the College for
maintaining its focus on the success
of students while supporting a student-led organization called the

DC Crew that “encourages students to take part in all activities
presented by the college.”
As is so often the case, an education is not just what is learned in
the classroom but what is gained
from the camaraderie and social
connections that result from the
extracurricular activities that are at
the core of any educational institution.
Comiskey has no regrets with her
decision to attend Durham
College, “Overall I’m so glad that I
chose to go to Durham and I
encourage so many other people to
as well.” And to the donor of the
scholarship she is grateful to them
“being a partner in [her] education.”

Uxbridge teen maps downtown Toronto’s future
by Nancy Melcher
He's 17 years old, attends
Uxbridge Secondary School, and
dreams of being an architect.
Cale Vanderveen's favourite class
is Tech Design, using AutoCAD.
He has created a model of
Toronto as it might look in the
future. No ordinary cardboard
construction, this is a virtual 3-D
model, that takes you on a simulated flight down Yonge Street
and around the downtown core.
Vanderveen's project took him
three months, working on his
laptop computer in his spare
time. Using SketchUp, free software that allows him to build
three-dimensional models, he
constructs the buildings. He
places them into a model of
Toronto, as it appears now, in
Google Earth. The end result is a
model that includes existing

buildings along with proposed
structures, all colour coded for
easy understanding.
It's interactive, and you can see
it on YouTube. Buildings that are
already built appear lifelike in
colour, shape and location. Tall
blue structures represent buildings currently under construction. The red shapes are proposed
projects awaiting approvals.
Yellow towers represent condos
that are for sale but not yet under
construction. The model can be
viewed
here:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bm
aEghocNCk, or search for
“Toronto Future Skyline 3D
Model”.
No worries about this tour
being something from “Gilligan's
Island”. Start the two-minute
tour in North York, head south
over the 401, past Eglinton and
the subway yards at Davisville,

through the canyon-like downtown core past the Eaton Centre
all the way to Lake Ontario, and
Toronto's Inner Harbour. The
view switches to a panorama circular tour around the downtown
core, out over the lake again, past
the CN Tower to finish looking
north back up Yonge Street.
“The model shows just what's
been approved or proposed,”
Vanderveen explains. As such, it's
not perfect. He gets his information through Toronto's Open
Data Program, everything from
building permits to development
applications. He also uses developer's promotion images to estimate the size and shape of some
buildings.
Nevertheless, this hobby has
caught the attention of RealNet
(a real estate investment research
company that has offered
Vanderveen a summer job) and

Urban Strategies, a design firm.
He will apply to three universities
(Carleton,
Waterloo
and
Ryerson) hoping to be accepted
to study architecture. With this
model for an example of his
interest and ability, it's likely he'll
go far.
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Award Winning Photojournalist Stuart Blower
of SB Visual Media is partnering with
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170 to produce
signed Photographic Prints of the front page
photo carried by The Uxbridge Cosmos for
Remembrance Day 2012.

Do More For Our Veterans!
Order your own 8" x 12" Signed Photographic Print
(Final matted size 11" x 14") Cost $35.00.
$25.00 goes directly to the Uxbridge Legion Branch #170
Order and pay by Visa or Paypal at:
www.sbvisualmedia.ca/cenotaph
To Order and pay by Cash: remembranceday2012@yahoo.ca.

Photography by Stuart Blower

905-852-2729
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