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THE CLASSIC WHODUNNIT - Who of these characters look guilty of murder? Everyone? No one? It’s yours to figure out at OnStage Uxbridge’s next offering, Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap,
which opens at the Uxbridge Music Hall Thursday, April 3. From left to right: Jay Da Costa as Det. Sgt. Trotter; Nancy Melcher as Mrs. Boyle, Conrad Boyce plays Major Metcalf; S. Sabir takes a turn as
Christopher Wren; Mark Melcher as Paravicini; Vannetta Tustian as Miss Caswell; Graeme Melcer as Giles; and Carolyn Arnett as his wife, Mollie. For show details and a complete review, see page 6. For
more photos of the production, visit www.thecosmos.ca
Photos by Lezley Woodhams.

New Animal Shelter announces help from townships
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
The New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge Scugog was thrown a
huge bone on Tuesday, March 18, at
its annual general meeting when it
announced that the Towhships of
Uxbridge and Scugog have each
committed $240,000 (combined
total $480,000) to the construction
of a new animal shelter.
“We are really thrilled with this, of
course,” says Animal Shelter
President Art Mathews. “It shows
that they both support the concept

and how we are going forward with
everything.”
These funds, which, points out
Mathews, are part of the townships’
regular budget plans, will be added
to the over $190,000 the New
Animal Shelter has raised to date.
With a target opening of 2016 and
a goal to raise approximately $1 million, this committment from the
two townships is a big boost.
The New Animal Shelter has several other fundraising projects in the
works for this year. The first, to be
held at Town Hall 1873 in Port
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Perry on May 30, will be what is
being described as “an elegant and
classy evening of eclectic musiceverything from opera to jazz”.
Entitled “Petissimo”, it promises to
be an evening unlike any other.
“We’ve got members of the
Scarborough Philharmonic coming,
a
jazz
singer,
a
Latin/Spanish/Flamenco
guitar
player-it’s really unique!” says
organizer and musician Glen
Kowarsky. A partnership has also
been set up with the Tin Mill
Restaurant in Uxbridge, and Pickles
& Olives in Port Perry, where the
restaurants will offer a special menu
that diners can enjoy in the respective towns and still have plenty of
time to make the concert in Port
Perry.
On June 14, the Bonner Boys wil
host their popular Car Draw, and
proceeds will go to the new shelter.

Tickets for this are available from
New Animal Shelter board members or from one of the Bonner
Boys.
June 26 will see the second annual
“In the Ruff ” Golf Tournament,
which is scheduled to be held at
Oakridges Golf Course.
On September 27 the second annual Walk-a-thon, which raised
around $23,000 last year and was a
very popular event with some of the
pets around town, will hit the streets
again.
Finally, the annual Gala is scheduled to happen November 15.
“We are so thrilled with how
things are progressing,” says
Mathews. “Kids are saying they
don’t want birthday presents for
parties, just give a donation to the
New Animal Shelter. It’s terrific”
The Animal Shelter exists to take
in lost or abandoned animals in

both the Townships of Uxbridge
and Scugog. The current animal
shelter, located on Reach Street just
east of Highway 12, is over 20 years
old, and, at only 2200 square feet
large, is too small to accomodate all
the animals that it serves. There is
also no potable water service at the
shelter, and all water for drinking by
both the animals and the staff must
be brought in.

First Signs of Spring
Submitted by Patricia Asling
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51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for March/April
Monday, April 7th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Monday, April 14th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
COUNCIL EDUCATION
SESSION - Closed to the
Public, Re: Development
Charges (immediately
following Council)
Monday, April 21st
NO MEETING Easter Monday
Monday, April 28th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.

Township of
Uxbridge
Music Hall
Following an inspection by a
Structural Engineer on March
19, 2014, the Township of
Uxbridge has closed the
upper
balcony
of
the
Uxbridge Music Hall for an
undetermined period of time
due to structural deficiencies
identified as part of the
inspection.
The Township, in coordination with the Uxbridge Music
Hall Board, are working diligently to relocate users of the
Hall to suitable locations to try
and mitigate the inconvenience as much as possible.
Township Staff are currently
investigating options for
repair of the balcony and will
be
presenting
available
options to Council as quickly
as possible.
For further information related to the closure, please contact Karen Ryl, Facilities
Booking Clerk at 905-8523081.
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Follow the
Township Online

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

TENDER U14-13

PUBLIC NOTICE

INTERIOR
RENOVATION OF
UXBRIDGE PUBLIC
LIBRARY

CURRENT
SERVICE
DISRUPTIONS

The renovation has an
approximate area of 8,500
square feet which includes
painting, floor coverings,
electrical and mechanical
work.
Sealed Tenders will be
received until 2 p.m. local
time Thursday, April 24,
2014 by: Debbie Leroux,
Clerk, Township of Uxbridge
MANDATORY
SITE MEETING
A Mandatory Site Visit will
be held at the Library, 9
Toronto
Street
South,
Uxbridge, with all bidders to
gather at the Lower Level
Meeting Room on the north
end. This mandatory meeting is scheduled for 10:00
a.m. on Tuesday, April 8th,
2014.
Lowest or any bid not necessarily accepted.
This Bid Document is posted
on
the
Township
of
Uxbridge's
website
at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on
.ca/bids_and_tenders under
Current Bid Opportunities
and is available for downloading in Adobe Acrobat
Version 6.0 or higher by following
the
registration
instructions on that page.
Please ensure that when
you download the document, you add your company's name to the Document
Takers List in order to
receive any addenda that
may be issued. For questions regarding downloading
of documents, contact the
Clerk's Department at 905852-9181, Ext. 220.
The drawings are available
in hard copy format to registered bidders only. The hard
copy drawings are available
at the Town Hall for pickup.
Tender documents cannot
be mailed or couriered.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca
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1.
Town Hall - Front
Entrance 51 Toronto
Street South
• Due to the wet fall and cold
winter weather conditions, the
Town Hall Front concrete
entrance has experienced significant heaving and unleveling. The Public Works
Department has removed a
portion of the concrete walkway in order to maintain safety. The gravel strip may present entrance issues to some
persons. Please be advised
that all other entrances are
accessible.
2. Sidewalks throughout
the Township of Uxbridge
• Due to the wet fall and cold
winter weather conditions, a
number of Township sidewalks are experiencing some
heaving and unleveling.
Should you come across a
sidewalk that has NOT been
marked for repair with fluorescent paint, please advise Jo
Ann Merrick in the Public
Works Department at 905852-9181 ext. 202 or by email
at jmerrick@town.uxbridge.on.ca
immediately so Township staff
can arrange to place the sidewalk location on the list of
sidewalks for repair.
Thank you for your attention
and assistance with these
service disruptions.
Winter Ice Conditions
Elgin Pond
The Township of Uxbridge has concluded testing the ice conditions at
Elgin Pond for the 2013-2014 Skating
Season.

Use of Elgin Pond Ice is at
your own risk.
Please keep away from water inlets
and outlets as ice thickness is compromised.

Stormwater Management
Facilities
Please keep off of all stormwater
management facilities. Water levels
fluctuate at these facilities and these
facilities are not safe for skating or
other activities.

MESSAGE FROM
THE UXBRIDGE FIRE
DEPARTMENT

IMPORTANT
SNOW REMOVAL
NOTICE

As the spring weather arrives,
residents are encouraged to
be very cautious when burning
yard debris. The dried grass
and the spring breezes can
result in a controlled fire
becoming a large out-of-control fire in mere seconds,
which may cause severe damage to life and/or property.
The Township requires all
persons who wish to burn
obtain a PERMIT to have an
open fire, comply with the
burning by-law, and follow the
requirements listed on the
back of the permit.
Burning in a barrel or an
approved appliance must conform to the By-law 2007-209.
A permit is not required when
burning is confined to these
devices; however you must
call the number noted below to
ensure burning is permitted.
Burning Permits can be
obtained from the Municipal
Office at 51 Toronto Street
South or the Fire Station at 17
Bascom Street during normal
business hours. Please note
there may be times during
these hours that fire station
administration office may be
closed.
Prior to burning, residents
must call 905-852-9038, every
time they wish to burn to
ensure burning is permitted.
The Chief Fire Official may
revoke all burning privileges if
the weather conditions are not
appropriate for safe burning.
Safe burning is your responsibility. If the Fire Department
responds to a fire as a result of
your carelessness, you are
responsible for all Fire
Department costs associated
with the extinguishment of the
fire.
If you wish to view the complete Burning By-law it is available on the Township of
Uxbridge
website:
www.
town.uxbridge.on.ca/fire
If you have any questions
concerning the Burning By-law
please call 905-852-3393.

The Township of Uxbridge Bylaw Department would like to
remind all residents that pushing slush, snow and/or ice onto
or across a Township roadway
is not permitted. This practice
has resulted in increased costs
to the Public Works Department
to repair snow removal equipment.
The Township of Uxbridge has
amended the Snow Removal
By-law 2008-160 which may
result in the following action:
As a result of a complaint
received by the Township, the
Township may send a letter to
the registered owner/occupant
of the lands requesting the
practice of pushing snow
across
roadway
cease.
Depending on the severity of
the safety hazard, the Public
Works Department may take
necessary steps to alleviate the
safety concern immediately. If
the Public Works Department is
forced to take steps to alleviate
a safety concern, an invoice will
be
forwarded
to
the
owner/occupant for payment. If
the invoice is not paid then the
cost will be recovered in manner such as municipal taxes as
per the Municipal Act.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

ROAD CLOSURE
Our Annual Huck Finn Youth
Fishing Day is scheduled for
Saturday, April 26, at Elgin Pond
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please be advised Main Street
will be closed from Mill Street
to Elgin Park Drive for the
event from 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
The street will be fully occupied with
booths, families and volunteers.
Residents from Mill Street to Bell
Street may want to consider moving
their cars to Bell Street or Main Street
North of Mill Street if you require getting out during this time period. This is
a completely free event for all participating youth!!
Don't miss the Huck Finn Parade
starting at 9:30 a.m. Parade Route:
Mill Street to Water Street. Parking in
Elgin Park behind the Band Shell.

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

3

T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 3 r d

2014

TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
Notice of Passing of
Zoning By-law

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of
The Corporation of the Township
of Uxbridge passed By-law No.
2014-041 on the 24th day of
March, 2014, pursuant to Section
34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O.,
1990, as amended. The changes
in the By-law correct grammatical,
typographical and other technical
errors, including incorrect subsection numbers and the removal of
remnant Holding (H) Zone references. The corrections apply to a
range of sections throughout the
By-law.
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or agency may appeal to the
Ontario Municipal Board in respect
of the By-law by filing with the
Clerk of The Corporation of the
Township of Uxbridge, not later
than the 15th day of April, 2014, a
notice of appeal setting out the
objection to the By-law and the
reasons in support of the objection
together with the required Ontario
Municipal Board fee of $125.
Cheques must be made payable
to the MINISTER OF FINANCE.
PLEASE NOTE that only individuals, corporations and public bodies may appeal a Zoning By-law to
the Ontario Municipal Board. A
notice of appeal may not be filed
by an unincorporated association
or group. However, a notice of
appeal may be filed in the name of
an individual who is a member of
the association or the group on its
behalf. No person or public body
shall be added as a party to the
appeal unless, before the by-law
was passed, the person or public
body made oral submissions at a
public meeting or written submissions to the Council or, in the opinion of the Ontario Municipal Board,
there are reasonable grounds to
add the person or public body as a
party.
An explanation of the purpose
and effect of the By-law is given
below. The complete By-law is
available for inspection in the
Clerk's Department during regular
office hours.

905-852-9747

DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE THIS 27th DAY OF
MARCH, 2014.
Paul Shipway, Deputy Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
P.O.Box 190,
51 Toronto Street South
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1
Township File: ZBA 2014-01
Technical Amendments
PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF
THE BY-LAW
The purpose of this application is
to amend the Zoning By-law to
correct grammatical, typographical
and other technical errors including incorrect subsection numbers
and the removal remnant Holding
(H) Zone references.

Musical Moments: Lots of toe
tapping fun and knee slapping,
along
with a variety of musical instruments, finger plays, and
songs old and new! Eight weeks
led by popular musician, Kathy
Reid-Naiman. Child accompanied by adult for ages: 6-18
mos., 10:15 - 10:45 a.m.; ages
19-36 mos., 11:00 - 11:30 a.m.
Cost: $50/child, Thurs., April 3 May 22. Pre-registration is necessary and spaces are limited.
Sign up now in person, with payment by CASH or CHEQUE.
Wiggles and Giggles: Family
Storytime with stories, songs,
crafts, and simple rhymes, with
staffer Cathy Reesor. This program is designed as a DROP-IN
for children ages 2&1/2 and up,

but all are welcome. Pre-registration is not required. Choose
Mondays, April 7, 14 and 28 OR
Tues., April 8, 15 & 29. Classes
start at 10:30 a.m. No charge.
‘Read With Me' for Babies:
Four week program for ages 212+mos.,
designed to help
introduce wee ones to the world
of books, rhymes
etc. Joan,
an early literacy specialist, will
provide parent(s) with an
understanding of their child's
learning potential and promote
language
development. Lots
of fun and a great way to meet
other families.
Please note
that we can NOT include other
siblings in this class.
10:30
- 11:30 a.m., April 9 - 30. No
charge. Pre-registration IS
NECESSARY, and spaces are
limited.
NEW! SEED LIBRARY:
borrow ~ grow ~ share
Wednesday, April 23 at

10:30

a.m.
Interested
in
helping
start
and grow our
NEW
seed
library? Please
attend our first
committee
meeting
to
share
your
thoughts and
ideas on how
this seed library
can work best
for you and our
community! RSVP to Robyn
Miller at robyn.miller@uxlib.com
or 905.852.9747 ext. 2
GO GREEN! Earth Day
Celebration Saturday, April 19,
10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Stop by the library to make a
plantable paper earth to take
home with you and origami seed
planters for the library's gardens.

Weather permitting, we will be
outside at the front corner of the
library, otherwise find us in the
program room on the lower level.
This is just one part of a FREE
fun family event with an eco-chic
fashion show, scavenger hunt,
petting zoo featuring over 35 animals, earth day on display and
make & take activities for all
ages - hosted by the Uxbridge
BIA in downtown Uxbridge!

A Cup of Coffee... with Tom Fowle
by Roger Varley
(Tom Fowle has been making regular
appearances at Uxbridge council
meetings for a number of years, making presentations as chair of the
Uxbridge Watershed Committee.
Always unflappable, he delivers his
material in calm, measured tones
which belie his passion for his subject.
We figured it was time to ask him to
join us for a cup of coffee.)
How long have you been on the watershed committee and how long have
you been chair?
I joined the committee about 12
years ago and I think I'm in my
10th year as chair. The original
watershed committee was the
Uxbridge
Brook
Watershed
Committee and that was formed to
implement a study that had been
done by the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority on the
Uxbridge Brook. That's the committee that I joined originally.
Then, about two years later, the
committee's mandate was extended
to be township wide. It was about
that time I took over as chair.
Did you need qualifications to sit on
the committee and to be chair?
Not really. First of all, we elect our
chair every year. You don't have to
have qualifications as such, but the
people on the committee first of all
have an interest in the environment.
Almost all of them have technical
qualifications, but while it isn't
spelled out that you should have
(qualifications) it tends to attract
those people. I'm an engineer. I
qualified as a civil engineer and
most of the work I've done has been
what we now call environmental

engineering. (But) I don't want to
leave the impression that people
have to have technical qualifications
to sit on the watershed committee,
because that message could go out
and we could drive people away
who could be excellent members.
But it's an excellent committee and
relatively young. As volunteer committees go, our average age would
be somewhere in
the 40s.
The fact you've
been chair for 10 of
your 12 years
would suggest one
of two things: either
nobody else wants
the position or
you're very good at
what you do. I've
seen your presentations to council and
you are good. Do
you have a passion
for this?
I do, yes. When
you retire, it's a
big step. A lot depends on what you
did before you retire. I spent practically my whole life as a consulting
engineer. I was the Royal Bank's inhouse environmental specialist. I
was consulting, so you're in a position where people come to you for
help. You're filling someone else's
need. That can be quite difficult to
deal with when you retire . . . So I
wanted to use my retirement time
usefully, I wanted to make a contribution, so where better than what I
knew most about. That's why I
joined the committee. I'm going to
digress a little bit . . .

Oh, please do, Tom.
I have a retirement lecture. It's very
short. There are two periods in your
life when you have a level of independence to do what you want to
do. The first period would be,
roughly, your early to late 20s,
before you acquire responsibilities
that constrain what you do with
your life. The next period is the
other
end.
When you have
accrued enough
effort that you
don't have to
work to live,
that's a threshold. When you
get to that
point, you have
a decision to
make, because
from that point
to somewhere
out there when
it comes to an
end, that is very
precious time.
It's finite; if you're lucky you have
your health; you don't have to
work. So what you should do in this
period of time is whatever you want
to do. The important thing is not to
waste that precious time, because
you won't get it back. End of lecture.
For the uninformed, Tom, why is the
watershed committee so important?
It's the only committee in
Uxbridge that is in the position to
keep an eye on the watershed from a
purely environmental point of view
and to advise council. We receive
information from council asking us

to provide feedback and we generate
things within the community which
we take to council. We run a number of community activities - such
as The Brook Never Sleeps, the
watershed walk - where we involve
the community, particularly young
people. So, if you took that away,
there would be no group within the
township, no independent group of
volunteers, who would fill that role.
What's your feeling about the
involvement of kids in town in the
environment?
I think if they're properly guided
they're very good. They participate
very well. But they need to be given
some direction and some motivation to become involved. They've
got to have fun: that's important.
The environmental message has to
be linked to something they're
enjoying.
The Brook Never Sleeps is now in it's
third year. Just what does that involve?
Do you get into the brook for
cleanups?
Not cleanups, no. It's an educational day. We start out at the Youth
Centre with some presentations
made by various people and then we
go out to the brook. They go in the
water with nets and catch critters
and explain those. Another group
explains casting and show how flies
are tied. And then there are various
displays, like a fish tank that has
sand in it and there are little plastic
pipes simulating wells and they
pour coloured water in and demonstrate how the wells can become
contaminated.
...continued on page 11
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our two cents
Facing First Nations
The local news media received an email earlier today that announced that Chief Swanson
Kenequanash, the First Nations community of Weagamow’s new chief, will be coming to visit
Uxbridge’s Town Council at a committee meeting next Monday morning at 9:30 a.m. We were
told that this new chief is the advocate of hockey in Weagamow, and that part of the reason
for his visit is to say thank you for the expression of care given by the Uxbridge community,
referring to the Hope Through Hockey project initiated by the Uxbridge Baptist Church. Several
students visited Weagamow Reserve to teach Canada’s great game, have a tournament and
set up an equipment shop. We were then invited to come and take pictures of the event.
A bridge between communities, or a photo op? We’d like to think the former.
Early next month, a large group of women, again spearheaded through the Uxbridge Baptist
Church, is heading to this same town of Weagamow, as well as three other reserves in the far
north, to take food, supplies and a whole lot of love and care to the women on these remote
reserves (see story on page seven).
This Sunday, a First Nations singer/songwriter named Cheryl Bear, of the Bear Clan, will be
here in Uxbridge to share stories of her people, as well as what are described as songs of healing.
All of these things are great things to have happen here in our little town. Not often we get
visited by a bona fide Indian Chief (if you’re even allowed to call him that anymore). Not often
we get the opportunity to hear a First Nations songstress somewhere other than on the CBC.
But look at how Ms. Bear’s songs are described. “Songs of healing”. Healing from what?
Healing from the very wounds that those whom she is visiting inflicted upon her and her people, perhaps?
It’s lovely that Chief Kenequanash wants to visit Uxbridge and say thank you in person. It’s
lovely that the women of Uxbridge and surrounding area want to head to these remote, likely desolate reserves and give to the women there just a little of creature comforts they indulge
in here. But it’s also incredibly embarrassing.
We - as in White Man we - are the ones who put them in these horrifying situations in the
first place. If our history wasn’t so littered with the injustices, the prejudices, the discriminations, the intolerances that we have perpetrated against the people that walked these lands
long before any European explorer set a toe this side of the ocean, we would have quite a different scenario being acted out right now. Really, it should be us visiting a Chief on his reserve
and saying thank you to him and his people for letting us come one over and set awhile. Our
list of sins against the First Nations people of Canada is so long and so disgusting that righting
all the past wrongs and going forward in a positive, equal manner will be nothing short of a
miracle. We, a developed nation, have made our First Nations people third class citizens in
their own country, on their own land. Now we have taken it upon ourselves to conduct philanthropic endeavors that graciously reach out to these forcibly marginalized people, trying to
make it up to them, somehow. We owe them so much more than hockey sticks and a spa day.
Much praise and prayers to the folks at the Baptist Church - you seem to have taken on a
country’s problem and made it your own. You have our admiration, and hopefully your work
won’t be seen as just trying to slap a Band-Aid on a deep wound, but rather as a meaningful,
conscious effort to restore our First Nations people to the life they deserve, that they have
always deserved. They let us stay here - heaven only knows why. The least we can all do is be
decent guests.
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Letters to the Editor
Last week I had the honour and the
privilege of attending the 70th
anniversary of The Great Escape
from Stalag Luft 3 in Zagan,
Poland, with my good friend and
celebrated author Ted Barris. Most
of you will remember the movie of
the same name from 1963 and, of
course, the book authored by Ted,
entitled The Great Escape - The
Canadian Story, which recounts the
real details of Canada' involvement
in the planning and implementation of the ecape that the movie fails
to mention. I met and witnessed
many remarkable people and events.
The culmination of the ceremonies
was the gala held at the Zagan
Palace, which was very much a military affair with all the pomp and
ceremony you might expect. At the
end of the eveing in a room filled
with generals, military personnel,
ambassadors and the like, to the
amazement of many, and, I believe,
the “eye contact approval of the
Canadian Ambassador to Poland”,
Ted asked permission to speak,
which was, I believe, reluctantly
granted by Group Captain David
Houghton RAF, British Defense
Attache, who was in charge of the
evening. Ted then proceeded to tell
a room full of predominantly Brits
and Poles the Canadian POWs'
major contribution to The Great
Escape. A contribution that I
believe Ted intimated was largely
ignored in the festivities of the
weekend. Talk about chutzpah! The
end of his diatribe, I know - too
strong a word - was met with long
applause and many Canadians and
Brits alike told me they were very
much in agreement with Ted's comments. It made me proud to be
Canadian! But more importantly, it
made me proud to be called one of
Ted Barris's friends.
Mark Christoff
Uxbridge

Re: Am I Wrong? March 20 edition
Roger, you are absolutely correct in
the definition of democracy. People
honestly believe once they have stated their position that any one questioning it is questioning democracy
and their ability to make a decision.
Your statement was: “….What
democracy is all about: the ability of
people to hold and publicly express
differing points of view on any subject without fear of repercussions”.
And Roger, there was a perfect
example of this in council awhile
ago, and after the councillors had
questioned another councillor’s
decision, we were taken to task for
questioning democracy. The whole
discussion was to point out that
there were many opportunities for
this councillor to have questions
and concerns answered and possibly
changed. No one was questioning
democracy, we were questioning
why no extra work was done to
make the changes. As we all know, it
is easier to vote against something
then debate or make changes.
And your statement “It seems to
me that the ideal behind that quote
is under relentless attack in these
times, with many people preferring
to try and silence those with different opinions rather than engage
them in debate.”
That is exactly why we were taken
to task; because we were questioning why this decision was made but
we were never offered the courtesy
of a debate.
You’re absolutely correct, Roger.
“That isn't democracy: that's tyranny”.
Bev Northeast
Ward 1 Councillor
In advance of a mass “Uxbridge
Thanks our Troops Rally” on May
31, in Uxbridge, the Committee for
Uxbridge Thanks Our Troops

would like to invite any interested
parties to attend an information
meeting
on April 6, at 2 p.m.
Uxbridge Legion 109 Franklin
Street, Uxbridge.
Wounded Warriors Canada will be
the recipient of our fundraising
efforts. Scott Maxwell, executive
director of Wounded Warriors
Canada, will be in attendance to
explain the many programs they
have to assist Veterans returning to
civilian life who are dealing with
issues of mental health, particularly
PTSD. It is staggering the number
of Veterans we have lost to suicides
as a possible result of PTSD.
Their creed: “Honor the Fallen,
Help the Living”.
In 2007, Uxbridge organized a rally
“Uxbridge Supports Our Troops”
with outstanding success. We hope
to repeat the same outcome on May
31, starting with a parade through
downtown Uxbridge and ending at
Elgin Park. The day will see entertainment, military displays, and the
pinnacle of the day: a Living
Ribbon.
Uxbridge Thanks Our Troops red
T-shirts will be sold and everyone
who wears one will be included to
join in the formation of a large red
ribbon. This formation will be aerially photographed and distributed
to Troops across Canada.
If you would like to participate in
any way - enter a float, help with
events of the day, sponsorship, have
a display at Elgin Park, or just find
out more of the event, please join us
on April 6, at 2 p.m. If you are
unable to attend and wish to help or
want more information, please contact us:
support@uxbridgethanksourtroops.com

Hope to see everyone on Sunday!!
Gloria Eng
Committee for
Uxbridge Thanks Our Troops
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

That love-hate thing

How history survives

It happened while I was shoveling the driveway. Again. With spring just a
rumour. And after an eternal winter where the brass monkeys have all moved to Arizona. I started
dreaming about summer vacation. That is if the planet doesn't descend into another ice age and we
actually get a summer. Not to fear. The climate is warming. Or is it? We actually know so little about
climate change we may as well pin the words “hot” and “cold” on a dart board and take our best
shot (while holding something cold and of an amber hue, of course) .
I actually like winter. I know how that sounds right about now. You're probably thinking I grew up
next to a nuclear plant. That if you talk to me long enough I'll start to glow in the dark. But I love
snowshoeing, hiking in the woods when the trees are covered in a white blanket, and engaging in
one of our beloved, national pastimes: chirping about how cold the winter is. Which is second in popularity to our other beloved, national pastime: chirping about how hot the summer is. And of course,
in our longest season you can stand outside without being tapped like a keg by ravenous hordes of
mosquitoes, Udora's adopted bird.
So if I love winter so much, why am I so anxious to ditch the shovel for a canoe paddle? Let's recap,
shall we?
I worked through Christmas week and decided to take a couple of days off after New Year's.
Mistake number one. As we all know, our precious few days of down time from the rat race fall under
the auspices of The Laws of Household Disasters. So it was no great shock when, on the morning of
Day One, our barn collapsed. There was a slight thaw. The layer of snow on the roof turned to bricks.
That thing had been in the throes of collapse for a couple of generations. You do the math. You'd
think such a catastrophe would elicit a loud crash, or at least a half-hearted thud. This was the sound
of rubber boots stepping in recycled Alpo, amplified a million times. If I was going to be dreaming
about summer vacation in March, this was Exhibit A. The evidence would continue to mount.
Here's one for you Jeopardy! fans. A: Torrential rain storm. Q: What is the worst thing that can happen after three months of record snowfalls and temperatures in the minus twenties? The ice dam that
had taken residence on our roof was a nice resting place for the buckets of rain that would soon find
their way into our kitchen. Fortunately the Leafs were in the midst of a winning streak at the time,
so I barely noticed. But to my wife, a leaky roof in February is a real buzz kill. My son - never one
to miss an opportunity to hone his razor-sharp wit - remarked that the kitchen was an odd place for
an indoor pool, but he'd take it. I made a mental note to call a roofer once the last snowflake had
melted - which should be some time around Canada Day.
Now, back to my daydream in the midst of the shoveling spree. What to do this summer? We could
get back to camping. Maybe go out east and get reacquainted with the ocean. Or we could do what
we did last year and have a “staycation”. No, forget the last one. We've learned what happens when
you stay home on your vacation. It's like moving to a trailer park during tornado season; something
bad always happens.
Then I remembered what my grade 12 physics teacher told me: when life hands you lemons, you
make lemonade (he also said that if I didn't pass my final exam, the phrase “would you like fries
with that” would be a big part of my future. But I digress). And if they're frozen lemons you make
a slushie. So I hurled the shovel over the snowbank, headed into the garage, and strapped on my
snowshoes. I spent that afternoon in the late March version of a winter wonderland. To heck with
summer! Yes, I know I need help. Nothing a couple of decades of deep analysis wouldn't fix. But I
can't seem to find “Miracle Worker” in the Yellow Pages.

The rain was steady. The air must have been as cold as the day they were commemorating - a few degrees just above zero. The years had changed the way the place looked. But neither the weather nor time had washed away the memory. During the 70th anniversary ceremony of the Great Escape, I witnessed, 50 young Royal Air Force officers marched in single file past the reviewing stand. Each contemporary soldier carried the photo of one of the 50 air officers murdered following the famous prison breakout in March 1944.
One of the commemorating airmen was Simon Flynn.
“I loved the movie, but I knew it wasn't fact,” Flynn said. “But I feel honoured to be part of the commemoration.”
The more I attend these observances harkening back to wartime events of the 20th century, the more I'm reminded that these conflicts happened nearly two generations ago. People wonder out loud to me in another generation
whether anyone will remember, whether anyone will care. If you'll allow me this column to respond to that suggestion, I'd like to illustrate why stories such as The Great Escape will not die with its last witnesses, but will continue to capture the public's imagination and prompt further questions, research and more stories.
Simon Flynn, a 25-year-old helicopter pilot in the RAF, is a primary example. Yes, he is military. Yes, he does
have a direct armed forces connection - via the air force - with the story of the Commonwealth air officers who
built the famous tunnels out of Stalag Luft III in 1943-44. And yes, he's been taught to preserve the past while
serving the future. But the difference was that on the day following the commemoration of the escape - March 24
- he and the other 49 RAF air officers marching in that rainy ceremony were going further. On March 25, they
packed up their kit bags and marched for four days on foot 107 miles to the town of Poznan where the cremated remains of the 50 murdered officers are housed today. And Flynn wasn't just following his superior's orders.
He'd volunteered.
“We all went through 10 weeks of training,” he said. “We walked four-to-five miles a day at first; but then we
worked up to 18 miles a day near the end.”
But the unique commemoration instinct was not limited to the RAF officers. The first day I spent in Zagan, Poland,
the town adjacent to the wartime German POW camp, I met a young contemporary artist named Jon England. In
fact, he joined me over dinner at a reception staged by Alexandra Bugailiskis, the Canadian ambassador to Poland.
I asked why a man as young as he - in his 20s - cared about something as apparently ancient as The Great Escape.
“The story,” he said. “It's such a compelling story.”
An artist from Somerset, England, Jon England had originally become interested in the story because of its ties
to his part of the U.K. But more than that, the young artist became curious about the day-to-day life among the
POWs at Stalag Luft III during the war. In particular, he was drawn to the product called “Klim” (milk spelled backwards) and its versatility in the lives of the prisoners-of-war. Not only did the contents of the Klim cans - powdered
milk - sustain the men in their diets. But 750 of the empty tins (when put together) became the ventilation duct
for the tunnellers in the escape Tunnel “Harry.” Jon England felt so inspired by the Klim, that he reconstituted the
milk powder into sepia-toned paint, which he then used to paint portraits of the 50 slain officers.
“There's a particular physical and metaphorical resonance in utilizing milk to reproduce the identity card photos
of the 50,” England said. “It is the most basic, humble, elemental foodstuff, sustaining life by multiple means.”
The portraits lined the reception hall on the anniversary of the escape.
And beside me as we dined that night in our best bib and tucker, I met British Warrant Officer Maxine Staple, the
young woman who had assisted RAF Group Captain David Houghton orchestrate the formal reception on the
anniversary. Not unlike artist Jon England, WO Staple had dedicated much time and effort to this event. She had
helped arrange for the RAF band, the food catering, the speakers' list and even the civilian guest list, including
myself and another dozen Canadians who'd travelled 3,000 miles to pay our respects to the survivors of Stalag
Luft III and the murdered 50 officers. Yes, it was her duty, as an officer in the Royal Army, but like RAF chopper
pilot Simon Flynn there was more than duty here.
“We are here to honour the men who were killed,” Flynn said. “But we're also here to learn what gave them the
spirit, the strength, the courage to survive and become the actual legend of The Great Escape.”
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

YOU HAVE EXCESS WATER? WE HAVE LOTS OF PUMPS!
WE WILL
Best Prices
PRICE MATCH
Best Warranties ANY COMPETITOR
Best Selection!!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

www.canadiantire.ca

Store 905 852 3315
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The Mousetrap - a charming
little murder mystery
A review by Sara Penttila Finlay
“It is the sort of play you can take anyone to. It is not really frightening. It is
not really horrible. It is not really a
farce but it has a little bit of all these
things and perhaps that satisfies a lot of
different people.”
-Agatha Christie
A lot of different people will be
much more than satisfied with
OnStage Uxbridge's production of
The Mousetrap, opening tonight at
The Music Hall. First time director
Sam Smilovic brings a fresh eye to
this faithful crowd-pleaser.
Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap is
indeed the world’s longest contiuously running play, having run in
London’s West End, at St. Martin’s
Theatre, to be precise, since 1952.
With such an illustrious past to it,
wouldn’t it be difficult to give it a
fresh look? Would it still be relevant?
Would it still be good?
From moment the curtain opened
at the preview performance, I knew I
was in for a treat. Audiences who
may think they know what to expect
(Agatha Christie - check, whodunitcheck) will have a surprise right from
the start. Although The Mousetrap is
all of those things, Smilovic's creative imagery and audio grabs the
audience before the play even
begins, and the suspense keeps
building.
The Mousetrap revolves around a
classic mystery premise. Five
strangers are paying guests at an old
English Manor in the country. Their
hosts are a young newly-wed couple
eager to make a good impression on
their first guests, and a good start on
their new business. A storm leaves
them snowbound and then … murder! With no way to out, fear and
suspicions arise and it is not just a
matter of whodunit, but also, who’s
next?
The excellent casting of this play
really works. Carolyn Arnett glows
as the sweet English rose Mollie, and
Graeme Melcher is her steadfast and
protective
husband,
Giles.
Cantankerous Mrs. Boyle is brilliantly and grouchily played by the
unrecognizable Nancy Melcher (yes,
she’s wearing a skirt!) Conrad Boyce
is convincing as the upright Major
Metcalfe. Mark Melcher is the marvellously mysterious Mr. Parvacini.
Cool Miss Caswell is portrayed by
Vannetta Tustian. Jay Da Costa, who
is becoming one of Uxbridge's
favourite actors, portrays DetectiveSergeant Trotter, and Sonia Sabir
reveals her impressive talent as a
character actor.
Although the pacing at times
seemed a bit uneven, and I think
some dramatic moments could be
stretched a bit longer for a better

effect with a full audience in the
house, these things usually come
together.
The fun of Agatha Christie is trying
to catch all the clues, and these
excellent actors had me scrutinizing
each of their faces to see what their
character would reveal.
The set for The Mousetrap, designed
by Cathy Christoff, is beautiful for
its attention to period detail (checkout the light switches), yet is not
completely traditional, with openings in the back wall which create
more humour in many scenes.
Denise Randall's
costuming
is
impeccable and
authentic
as
always. It’s understated, and could
almost slip under
the radar in its
perfection.
The sound and
some
dramatic
lighting in the second scene were
effectively haunting.
The surprise ending makes you
want to see the
whole play all over
again, knowing
then what you
know now. And in
proper tradition,
you are asked
NOT to tell what
you know to the

outside world.
Try not to hum “Three Blind Mice”
as you leave the theatre. It's not a
cute nursery rhyme anymore.
Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap
opens at the Uxbridge Music Hall
on April 3, with performances run- Major Metcalf, played by Mark Melcer, quizzes a stricken Mollie, played by Carolyn Arnett, in Agatha
ning Thursday, Friday, and Saturday Christie’s The Mousetrap. The world’s longest running play opens Thursday evening at the Uxbridge Music
evenings at 8 p.m. There will also be Hall. See ad below for details.
Photo by Lezley Woodhams
performances on April 10, 11 and
JACK & JILL PARTY
12, at 8 p.m., with a matinee perfor
formance on the 12th at 3 p.m. For
tickets go to the Little Acorn on
Eric Smalley & Erika Tibaut
Brock
Street,
or
visit
www.onstageuxbridge.com

Saturday, April 5
Sandford Community Centre 433 Sandford Rd.
Doors open at 7 p.m.
Games, Prizes, Dancing, Cash Bar
Tickets at the door, $10

SALVATION ARMY

CAMP REGISTRATION
Saturday, April 12,
10:00 - 12:00 noon
for Adventure/Newport Camps
Register at
35 Toronto Street North
or call for more info
905-852-0090
For Sports Camp
Blast Camp
Music Camp
Hockey Camp
Must register at
www.salvationarmyontariocamps.com
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Uxbridge Women to First
Nations Women
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

flight north of Thunder Bay.
The fashion show, which was held
on March 22, brought many of the
women who are going on the trip
together.
“I’m so excited to be doing this,”
said
Tanya
Desjardins,
of
Cannington. “I wanted to go last
year, but couldn’t because of various
things going on, but the opportunity
presented itself this year, and I just
decided to go for it!”
Over 90 women attended the tea,
which was hosted and served strictly
by a team of industrious, and very
courteous, gentlemen. Fashions displayed were created by local designer
Miranda Lumley. Mary Anne Meek
organized the event, and was pleased
with the turnout.
“I’m so happy to see so many people!” she joked to the gathered crowd.
“I was a little worried earlier this
week, but so many people are here to

support
this
great event, and
I’m
just
so
pleased to see
you!”
Over $1,300
was raised to go
towards
the
W2W mission.
This money will
easily
buy
enough groceries
to feed one of the
villages visited a
nutritious,
hearty meal during the time the
women are there.
Contact the
Uxbridge Baptist
Church if you
would like to
donate to this
trip.

A team of 20 women from the
Uxbridge area and beyond are going
to spend Mother’s Day this year making sure that some First Nations
women are going to get the kind of
treatment they deserve.
The team, part of Women to
Women (W2W) Ministries, will be
traveling to remote communities up
north, all with the desire to help and
love others.
“These women are just like us. They
are mothers. Sisters. Daughters.
Grandmothers. Wives. They feel like
we do, love like we do, and grieve like
we do,” said Jen Wilson, trip organizer, at a tea and fashion show that was
recently held at the Uxbridge Baptist
Church in order to raise funds for the
trip.
The women, who range in age from
16 - 65, will facilitate a Mother’s Day
weekend event called “You Make a
Difference,” during which they will
provide a spa centre, crafts, childcare,
and a photo booth for the First
Nations ladies and their families to
enjoy.
The outline for women who are
interested in reaching out to First
Nations women indicates that those
who go on the trip (which, for some
will last the from May 8 through to
May 11 (Mother’s Day), while others
will stay at their locations for a week)
will be “providing an opportunity for
the generations to learn and laugh
together; to share new ideas for crafts, A group of women show off Miranda Lumley creations at a fashion show held
baking, and games; to teach positive recently to raise money for Women 2 Women, a mission group whose purpose
values and messages of hope to is to serve First Nations women.
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
school-aged youth;
and to offer opportunities for skill development in sports,
music and drama.
A prayer ministry
will also be a strong
element of the trips.
Four different
groups will be heading out this year.
Two will go to
Thunder Bay, which
is described as a
“hub” for many of
the reserves up
north. Schooling,
shopping and medical support is often
sought in Thunder
Bay. One group will
focus
on
Eabametoong, which
is close to Fort Hope.
SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 6:30 P.M.
One group will go to
Pikangikum, which
Uxbridge Baptist Church
is a three hour drive
Cheryl Bear is from the Nadle Whut’en First Nation (Bear Clan) in the Carrier Nation in
northwest
of
northern
British Columbia. She is a multi-award winning singer/songwriter and internaThunder Bay. The
tional convention speaker, sharing stories of Indigenous life. Cherul travels to First
fourth group of
Nations communities around North America, sharing songs of healing and songs to the
women will go to
Creator. Free will offering will be received.
Weagamow Lake,
Uxbridge Baptist Church, 231 Brock St. 905-852-3662
which is a two hour

CHERYL BEAR
In Concert

2014

PATTERSON’S

FLOORING
Since 1984
In-stock

Hardwood
Red Oak
3/4” x 3-1/4”

3

$ 49

/sq.ft.

In-stock

Dura Tiles
16” x 16”

Sale
In-stock

4

$ 49

/sq.ft.
Reg. $4.89 sq.ft.

Adura Tiles
16” x 16”

Sale

4

$ 49

/sq.ft.
Reg. $4.99 sq.ft.
185 Main Street N., Uxbridge (across from the Beer store)
1-888-862-2001 905-862-0001
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca
Monday to Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Closed Each Long Weekend
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., April 3: OnStage
Uxbridge presents Agatha
Christie’s The Mousetrap
through to April 12, at the
Uxbridge Music Hall. Tickets available
at
Little
Acorn
or
www.onstageuxbridge.com. See
ad on page 6 for more info.
Sat., Apr. 5, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike with
some hilly sections.
No dogs
please. Meet at the trial entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ
Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., April 5, 12 noon - 11
p.m. Bowl for Kids Sake, for
the Big Brothers Big Sisters of
North Durham. Parish Lanes. For
info call 905-985-3733, ext. 4
Sat., April 5, Open House,
Uxbridge Curling Club, 70
Franklin St. 1 - 4 p.m. All you need
is a clean pair of running shoes,
desire to have fun, and we’ll help
with the rest.
Sun., April 6: Music Fest, 1011a.m.
at
Reachview
Gardens. We welcome all ages
and all talents, be it singing, playing an instrument, dancing or storytelling; and our audience is very
appreciative! For more info please
call Jo at 905-852-6487.
Sun., April 6, 2 p.m.: Info
meeting
for
Uxbridge
Thanks
Our
Troops

Appreciation Rally, to be
held May 31. Uxbridge Legion
Visit our website for more informat
i
o
n
:
www.uxbridgethanksourtroops.com

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Apr. 7, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2.5 hr.
slow to moderate pace hike. There
are some hills. Bring water and
snacks. Well-mannered dogs welcome. Join us for lunch afterwards.
Meet at parking lot on the west
side of Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Goodwood Rd. (Durham 21).
Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage
905 853 2407
Tues., April 8: Bethesda
Reach Women's Institute
Spring
Luncheon
and
Fashion Show, 12:00, Trinity
United Church. Styles for all ages
by Brock's Store in Port Perry.
Tickets $20, available from W.I.
members or by phoning 905-8523925, 905-852- 4024, 905-985 3976.
Wed., Apr. 9, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Walker Woods/Skyloft.
2.5 hr. moderate pace. Scenic but
hilly. Well mannered dogs welcome. Bring water and a snack.
Meet at parking lot on west side of
Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham Rd.
21.
Contact: Brian & Wilma
Millage 905 853 2407
Wed., April 9:
Uxbridge
Horticultural meeting. 7:30 p.m.,

Tiger Talk
One Jazzy the guests who came to watch. The
night was filled with the smooth
Night!
by Nique Therrien
On Thursday, March 27, USS held
its first Jazz Café. There was food,
music and even the USS Improv
Club to entertain! It was a fun filled
night for everyone!
The Jazz Café was a jazz concert
organized by the USS music council
and department. There were round
tables with lovely little lights to set
the mood, and white table cloths.
The Hospitality Class at USS provided tasty treats, and the music
council delivered them on trays to

jazz music played by the USS Jazz
Band. The Port Perry Jazz Band and
the Uxbridge Public School Jazz
Band came as well and were fantastic.
Hailee Frey, a grade 12, student
said, “I think it went pretty well, a
lot of people seemed to have
enjoyed themselves. I would love to
see it become an annual event, but I
think they could've maybe added
more bands or include different arts
or something, like dance, visual arts
etc. to interest more people.”
The improv team came and enter-

The Uxbridge Secondary School Jazz Band, conducted by Ms. McKeown.
Photo by Nique Therrien
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Seniors' Centre, Marietta St. Guest
speaker:
Lynette Kirten of
Vandermeer Nursery. $5.00 per
guest. Refreshments. All welcome.
Wed., April 9, Zephry United
Church Ham and Scalloped
Potato Community Dinner,
Scott-Zephyr Community Hall.
Continuous serve 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Adults $16, children 6-12 $6,
preschoolers free. Tickets at door,
for info call 905-473-3346
Fri., Apr. 11, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 10+
km fast pace hike with hills. No
dogs please. Meet at parking area
on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Fri., April 11, Uxbridge &
Area Networking Group
Lunch Meeting, noon - 1:30
p.m. Scrambles at Foxbridge Golf
Club. RSVP Chris Auger at
chris@direconsultinginc.com or
networkinggroup@uxbridge.com
Sat., Apr. 12, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike. Join us
for breakfast after the hike. No
dogs please. Meet at the trial
entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat., April 12, Spring Sale at
St. Paul’s Anglican Church.
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Antiques, bake
sale, collectibles, condiments,
crafts of all kinds. Free admission,
light refreshments available.

tained people in between bands.
They engaged the audience and got
them to participate in their performance!
“The night was fun, the bands
were great and the improv team was
really funny to watch. The food was
great too,” said Victoria Mathews, a
member of music council.
Michelle Bacon, a trumpet player
in the Jazz Band stated, “I think the
event was very successful! I think it
should continue as an annual event
because it was a lot of fun and a
great opportunity to get together to
hear other bands in a relaxed setting. I think one improvement
could be to add a couple more
bands for more variety.”
Katie McQuiggin, another member of the music council said, “I
think for this being the first time
doing this event, it went very well! I
do think this should be an annual
event. I think the bands were great
and the audience had a blast! I can
definitely see this becoming something really big that more people
would love to see. I think they could
improve on the size of the event,
make it bigger and grander and
invite more people to be acts or get
the word out to the community so
everyone can enjoy the show!”
USS music teacher Ms. McKeown
planned, organized and ran this
jazzy event.
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UPCOMING
Tues., April 15, 12 noon,
Uxbridge Senior Citizens'
Club Chicken Medley /Pasta
Lunch. Tickets $12/ pp. Please
purchase tickets before Fri., April
11, at quilt room, 905-852-7401,
Mon.- Thurs. 1 - 4 p.m. No Walkins. Dishes will be provided.
Fri., April 18: Goodwood
Baptist Church Joint Good
Friday Service, 10:30 a.m.
Communion & Lunch. Special offering for the Philippines Typhoon
Relief.
Fri., April 18: Blood Donor
Clinic, 1 - 6 p.m. Uxbridge
Seniors’ Centre. Book appt. at
www.blood.ca, or call 1 888 2
DONATE ( 1-888-236-6283)
Sun., April 20, 1 - 3 p.m.
Crafts and Easter Egg Hunt
Zephyr Community Centre
Please pre-order tickets by emailing
georgie@sheard.net or calling
Georgie at 905-473-7511
Thurs., April 24: Night Walk
to Listen and Look for
Amphibians. James Kamstra, 9
p.m. follows talk by Tanya Pulfer at
Port Perry Scugog Library. Details
provided when you register. Call
Derek at 905-852-5432, or email
dconn50@powergate.ca
Fri., April 25: Taoist Tai Chi
OPEN HOUSE, 9 - 11 a.m.,
Uxbridge Seniors' Centre. Tai Chi
demonstration and a short video,
followed by refreshments. Contact:
Bob
at
905-852-2587,
www.taoist.org
Sun., April 27: One Voice
Singers-Spring Serenade. 3

“Jazz Café went really well, we
hope to do it again next year with
some minor changes.”
Thanks to all who aided in plan-

2014

p.m., St. Paul's Anglican Church.
Tickets available from choir members, or at Presents. $20 at the
door, $18 purchased ahead.
Children 10 and under no charge.
www.onevoicesingers.org
Mon., April 28: Pineridge
Chorus Sweet Adelines FREE
Dress Rehearsal - 8 p.m. at the
Music Hall. Come and cheer us on
as we prepare for our Regional
Competition in May!
ONGOING
Join IODE - Women Who
Make A Difference in your
Community. IODE Chapter will
meet on the first Wednesday of the
month. Women of all ages are
invited to attend and learn about
volunteer work with IODE. For
more information, please visit our
website at www.iode.ca or call
Eileen at 905 852-6890.
The Loaves & Fishes Food
Bank is open Wednesdays 1-4
p.m. for those requiring assistance.
All donations are always appreciated. Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Thursday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good spring clothing.
Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

ning and running this event. A big
well done to all the Jazz Bands and
the improv team. Thanks and have
a jazzy week, Tigers!
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column by Harry Stemp

John. I always love to hear these
stories.
--------------------Besides the fantastic weather here
in Barbados I am enjoying the
Holders Festival, one of the highlights of my annual visit to this
beautiful island. Wendy Kydd and
her crew present a
wonderful two weeks of music, theatre and comedy from around the
world, all outdoors under star-filled
skies. Every evening is magical as
people show up with picnic baskets
and champagne corks fly throughout the grounds at intermission.
Needless to say, the country is not
burdened by the Liquor Control
Board of Ontario, as they have
come into the modern world of selfcontrol, and it works.
The other night it was a combined
magical and juggling act from the
UK and to say he was popular
would be putting it mildly. Some of
the tricks he pulled off defied imagination and the huge crowd loved it.
Sitting in the front show is always
dangerous at these kinds of shows so
when he stepped down from the
stage and asked for a
volunteer I was
pleased when he
moved to the man
two seats down. But
the man refused so it
was back to me and
up on the stage I
stepped. I didn't
know quite what to
expect, as when he
asked for the volunteer he was about to
juggle several swords.

There are
millions of
Facebook fans around the world but
I can tell you I am not one of them.
Oh, it was great when it first hit
computer screens. You could keep
up with family and friends. See new
grandchildren from the moment
they took their first breath. Mind
you, this could be done through
emails but Facebook was modern
and catchy so it became a fad.
However, it wasn't long before I discovered that a lot of friends showed
a religious side of them I didn't
know existed. Poster after poster
appeared claiming God is Great,
God is Wonderful and hit 'like' if
you feel the same way. I found this
puzzling because when I hung
around with these people God certainly wasn't in the picture. Then
came the games. Hit 'like' if you
have 72 million bottle caps with the
likeness of Toronto Mayor Rob
Ford (just kidding). I could go on
with this nonsense that suddenly
was a big part of Facebook.
However, last week I discovered
some pleasant news when I took
one of my monthly peeks. Marilyn
is a dear friend of mine here in
Barbados and I felt good when I saw
that she had pulled the tab on a lottery ticket and won $7,000. I was so
pleased for her and wondered and

rattled off a quick e-mail offering
congratulations and good wishes.
Then I started moving down the
screen and noticed that another person had done the same. And another and another and another. My
'suspicious' antenna went up in a
hurry just as the phone rang. It was
Marilyn thanking me for my good
wishes but her winnings were all
part of a new Facebook game. Ugh!
As if that wasn't bad enough,
another old friend Nikki proclaimed in a serious manner, “Oh
no, it has happened. I am pregnant”. I couldn't believe my eyes.
Nikki is no spring chicken and I was
sure that her family rearing days
were well behind her. But, I
thought, stranger things have happened and putting news like this on
Facebook is the norm for a lot of
people. Instead of firing off an email I called a few friends to get
their take on this announcement.
They were just as surprised and ask
me to let them know when I got to
the bottom of this. So I called Nikki
and you guessed it. “Oh, Harry, it's
a Facebook game”, she laughed.
“When you get pregnant the game
is over for you”. I let our friends
know and they had the same disgusted tone in their voice when they
said, “you've got to be kidding”. So
I think I will go back to only opening the Facebook page once every
few weeks to see if maybe people are
using Facebook for what it was
designed to do - stay in touch with

friends and family around the
world.
-----------------One of the bonuses of writing a
column is, on occasion, you hear
from people in your distant past.
This happened recently when Bruce
Brandon sent my 'errors' Stew to a
former Uxbridge boy John Szold. As
you read in John's letter to the editor in last week's Cosmos, he was a
young boy when the “dress sh-ts”
appeared in his father's ad in the
Times-Journal. John and I then corresponded through e-mail after his
letter appeared and we reviewed life
in Uxbridge in those days. When I
mentioned how well John has done
in his chosen career he made a very
important comment. “Yes, Harry, I
am very proud to have grown up in
Uxbridge. The education (thank
you Miss Anderson and Miss
Linton) and the access to a library
full of wonders (thank you Mrs. St.
John) had a profound influence on
my values and love of learning”.
John could have mentioned many
more excellent Uxbridge educators
that we have been blessed with. But
I agree those three were among the
best and his comments brought
back many fond memories of my
own boyhood. Uxbridge has always
been a special place to grow up and
raise a family and, even though we
have increased in numbers, I still
feel those values show through. May
it always be so. And thank you,
Bruce, for passing the Stew along to

SOFA Smiles

with Gerry Roberts

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison

There are only two weeks left on the
SOFA hockey schedule. The
Championships are almost upon us!
There has been a change in the
scheduling on the final Sunday,
April 13. There were complaints
registered by the Reachview and
Butternut teams that 7 a.m. was too
early for old folks to play hockey.
My thoughts are that these oldtimers would have to miss their
breakfast, if they played at 7 a.m.
Add to that the 'free brunch' after
the games is an added bonus . . .
that's just my opinion. However,
their reason/excuse is that the
young guys should play earlier and
then watch how the old boys play
and take notes on how to improve
their games. So, we're letting the
old guys have their way. The youngsters are playing at the same time 8 a.m. on both rinks - and then
they can watch the two seniors'
homes play each other at 9 a.m.
SOFA is also having a recruitment
drive for new players and spares for
the 2014-15 season. If you are over
50 (or close to it) and would like to
play a slightly more relaxed game
on Sunday mornings, give one of
the following executive members a
call: Greg Bredin, 852-8845; Don

Mason, 852-3421; Gerry Roberts,
852-1203; Dean Wilson, 8526715.
Wes Bonner is stepping down
from managing the over 60 group,
having done a marvelous job of getting this group 'off the ground'.
This has been a great success story
and we may soon be able to split
into over 60 and over 70 . . . maybe
we're pushing our luck there.
Anyway, Dave Connell is going to
look after this group next year. If
you would like to join this group on
Monday mornings next year (and
your doctor has given you clearance) phone Dave at 852-7659.

Snowbanks are beginning to recede
with the milder temperatures. Can
spring be far behind?
Easter Services at St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church are as follows:
April 17, 8 p.m. (Maundy
Thursday) with communion. April
18, 9 and 11 a.m. (Good Friday)
with refreshments. April 20 6:20
a.m. (Sunrise Service) breakfast to
follow. 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. with hospitality between services.
Leaskdale W.A. will meet on
Wednesday, April 16, 1:30 p.m. at
the church. Ellen Skinner of On
the Lamb Wool Shop will be the
guest speaker. All ladies are welcome.
Seniors' Spring Luncheon will be
on Saturday, April 26, at 12 noon
at St.Paul's Leaskdale Church. All
seniors are welcome.
If you plan to attend please RSVP
by April 17 to (905)852-5921 or by
e-mail - reception@saintpauls.ca
and let us know you are coming.
Menu is scalloped potatoes, ham,

2014

It wasn't at all dangerous as I handed more swords to add to the amazing act. But as he thanked me he
motioned to a table, complete with
one dinner setting on a black tablecloth. He announced to the crowd
that “Harry has been so attentive he
has picked up some magic and he
will whip that tablecloth from
beneath those dishes and not break
a single one”. Sure, I thought. I have
been setup before and I certainly
saw this as another setup to give the
crowd a laugh. But I was wrong. As
we walked across the stage he, very
quietly said, “Harry. Grab the table
cloth in the centre with one hand
and give a very quick pull”. To the
sound of a drum roll he gave the
command and I did just as he said.
To my amazement I held up the
tablecloth and although the dishes
gave a few jiggles they all stayed on
the table unbroken and the crowd
cheered wildly. My two minutes of
fame at the Holders Festival in
Barbados. Life doesn't get much
better than that.

salads, and pie for dessert. Special
music by The Reflections (Brian
Evans, Ralph Sider, and Friends)
Please feel free to bring a friend.

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward
to continuing to serve our current and future clients.
Call us to help with all aspects of your printing
requirements.
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976
cosmossara@powergate.ca
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
ISLANDS
VANITIES
MEDIA CABINETS
GUARANTEED
FOR LIFE!
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED
A GILLDERCROFT?

905-852-2275

9269
3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
Inc.

Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
WINTER TUNE UP SPECIAL

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

Tree Service

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

DO SOME SPRINGTIME
SPRUCING UP!
NOTHING MAKES

THINGS NEW LIKE

A FRESH COAT OF PAINT.
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

416-702-6604

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Services

PROMOTE your business HERE!
Best deal going!
ONLY $25/week
Call 905 852 1900 for details

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“The punishment
that brought us peace
was upon Him...”
Isaiah 53:5
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and installations, carpentry, rough and finish flooring
repairs, tile repairs and rugs, painting-exterior and interior, electrical repairs, drywall
repairs and ceilings. Call 905-852-1424
5/1
FINALLY! Do you work hard for your money
but feel like you're no further ahead? We
help middle class families get a handle on
their finances. We are social service workers,
not scam artists! When you're ready…
Janet Ries, RSSW 905-442-8801
www.TheMoneyCounsellor.com 4/18
ACCOUNTING,
BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate
clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge 905-8527281. 6/26
PUPPY STARTER CLASSES and Family
Dog Beginner Obedience. Small group classes
starting soon. Intro to Agility for Fun! Classes
starting 3rd week of May. Private in-home
training and behavioural consultations also
available. Please call or email for more information or to register. K9'S in KAHOOTS,
6389 Main Street, Stouffville (905) 6428289,
www.k9sinkahoots.com,
info@k9sinkahoots.com 4/10
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
4/24
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics,
by retired science deptartment head, 31
years teaching experience. Call David at 905862-2812 4/10
TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice recep-

tion, filing and organization work.
Experienced in customer service and office
assistance. Available hourly, daily, weekly or
monthly. Call Melissa Carroll, 905-852-9344
THE HOME INSPECTOR:
OAHI,
Registered Professional. Spring is a great
time to assess your home maintenance
needs, Call James at 416-567-4282. Servine
Uxbridge since 1999. 4/24
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
4/24
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 4/24

For Rent
CONDO: Mature person sought for spacious
2 bedroom/2 bathroom condo in downtown
Uxbridge. $1,300 plus utilities, available
immediately. Why not try the convenience of
living in town? Call 905-862-2746 4/3
ONE
BEDROOM
APARTMENT,
UXBRIDGE: Clean, secure, quiet. Stairs. Call
905-862-0829, references required. 4/17

Wanted
LEGAL ASSISTANT: Immediate part-time
position for a legal assistant with experience,
preferably corporate commercial. Some flexibility regarding hours and days worked,
including working from home. Resumé with
references to be sent to: Paul Fox, 6749
Conc. 6, R. R. #1 Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1R1
4/3
FARMLAND & standing hay for 2014 season in the Durham and York region area.
416-571-1081. 4/24

For Sale
TIRES: (4) LT 235 75 R15 All Weather, for

van, pick up or trailer. $200. 905-640-0436
4/3
UTILITY TRAILER: Lifetime Fold-up Utility
Trailer 4' x '6'. Very easily folds and stores.
Additional Spare Wheel, always garaged, AS
New $580 905-852-2060 4/3
ELLIPTICAL TRAINER: Precor Commercial
Elliptical Trainer Model EFX 5.23. AS New!
Paid over $3,000, only $700. Buyer collects.
905-852-2060 4/3

Events
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION- A practice to bring clarity,
calm and compassion into your daily life. A
six week instructional course running Sunday
evenings from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., beginning
Sunday, April 27th. Cost- $90. Minimum six
participants required. Contact Gail at 705357-3341 or email: ghorner@zing-net.ca
4/17
FREE SEMINAR on ORGANIC PEST &
DISEASE MANAGEMENT with Travis Philp
on Sunday, April 6, from 2 to 3 p.m. at
Richters Herbs. Richters Herbs is open to the
public, Monday to Sunday, all year round.
905-640-6677. www.richters.com 4/3
GARAGE SALE: April 5, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Uxbridge Baptist Church. Donations needed
(toys, books, clothes, dishes, jewellry, etc.)
Baked goods will also be available for purchase. 4/3
ANNOUNCING! A Carlie Laidlaw project:
William’s Lullaby www.williamslullaby.ca
All iTunes downloads support Toronto’s
Hospital for SickKids. Ad sponsored by
www.Fraser-Education.com 4/24

Free
ENTERTAINMENT UNIT: To a good home!
Oak & wood product, 54”w x 24”d x 51”h,
35” x 28” tv opening. Swing-out side storage
panels, bottom shelf with 2 glass doors. Like
new. 905-852-6538 4/3
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COFFEE...from page 3
You enjoy working with kids.
I do. I like to see kids enjoying
themselves. It's a pleasure to see kids
enjoying themselves but also getting
an environmental message.
How long have you been in
Uxbridge?
We moved here in 2001.
So you more or less jumped right in
with your involvement.
Yes. I joined the watershed committee and the Music Hall board. I
was on the board for about five or
six years.
What attracted you to these two particular committees?
The watershed committee, obviously, because of my background.
Actually, I'm not sure why I was
attracted to the board. I enjoy music
but I'm not a musician. It was just
something I thought I would give a
try.
So you believe it's important to be
involved in your community?
In a place like Uxbridge, yes. I've
lived in big cities most of my life,
although my early years were in the
country in England. In a big city
you won't find a community the
way you have a community here in
Uxbridge. I can't think of a place in
a big city where there's a sense of
community like I find here in
Uxbridge.
I was there for your personal presentation (March 24) on the downtown
culvert, as I have been for many of
your presentations on behalf of the
watershed committee. You're speaking
on these subjects with a certain
amount of expertise. Does it frustrate
you at all when decisions made by
council, based on your committee's
recommendations, get tinged with the

political? Politicians always seem to
come up with the "buts".
Let's isolate out the watershed
committee and what I did on
Monday because they are seperate.
Okay. On Monday, you were talking
about the regional storm that can be
expected in the next 200 years and the
dangers it will pose. If it doesn't happen next year, does the 200-year period get extended a year and so on? I
don't know how that works.
It's very difficult to explain. It's
purely statistical. Based on the data
that we have, statistically, once every
200 years, you will have an event
like Hurricane Hazel. It doesn't
mean to say it's going to happen
every 200 years. It might not happen for 1,000 years. You might get
two 200-year storms in successive
years. You cannot quantify it any
better than that, which is one reason
that people struggle with it so
much. People are most accustomed
to being able to get their mind
around something in a much more
concrete fashion. But predicting
floods is not something you can do
in that way. We can say this: statistically it is certain that it will happen,
but we can't say when. But you have
to remember, also, that there will be
a lot of other floods: the 100-year
flood, the 150-year flood, and they
will all be different. So we shouldn't
think the 200-year flood is the only
one we should be concerned about.
Would it be silly of me to say we don't
know where we'll be 200 years from
now so why spend money preparing for
it now? My point being that we can't

H

be prepared for everything.
No, you're not being silly. It’s very
difficult to put this risk on the scale
of all the risks that we’re exposed to.
We live in a sea of risk. The flood
risk is a collective risk, it’s not an
individual one. So it’s not the same
as the individual risks we take, like
driving and smoking. My own belief
is that it's a risk that's at a level that
is unacceptable. Otherwise I wouldn't be spending the effort that I have
to deal with it. I think others would
think as you do, that it's not a risk
that's high enough to warrant
spending that kind of money. But if
you ask the people where that flood
occurred, you'd get a different
answer. Look at the floods we had in
Calgary. A few years ago we had
roughly the Hurricane Hazel event
in Vermont and you can look at
photographs of the devastation that
caused.
What other things does the watershed
committee have coming up?
There's a tree planting. We'll do
one in the spring and probably one
in the fall. There's a piece of property beside the brook just east of
Leaskdale - that I want to look at
when I can get on my bicycle and go
up there - that's owned by a naturalist organization where we want to
do a big event. There likely won't be
a watershed walk this year. We'll
have a Yellow Fish Road in May to
get the kids out.
Tell me, Tom. Water attracts people,
but where the brook runs through
Centennial Park, you can't get close to
it. Is there some way we can open the

ARTHRITIS SOLUTION:
Treat the Cause
In my 20-year career, it has been
my experience that 90% of patients
can be helped by a combination of
customized chiropractic adjustments,
a specialized treatment called Pain
Neutralization Technique, acupuncture, specific exercises, and stretching.

VIEWPOINTS
ow well do you know the highways and byways
of Uxbridge Township? The first person each
week to call into our office number, 905-8521900, and correctly identify the location of our photo, will
receive a prize; this week, it’s two tickets to OnStage
Uxbridge’s upcoming production of Agatha Christie’s The
Mousetrap. Last week’s pic - the sign outside Laurie Cruise
Dentistry on Toronto St. Congratulations to Murna Erins!
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If you are someone who has been
told that your pain is incurable due to
osteoarthritis, I may be able to offer
you permanent relief from your symptoms.
If you have been told that your
pain is caused by arthritis, I encourage
you to read this article carefully. Most
people can be helped.
Arthritis means joint inflammation of which there are many types and
causes. For the purpose of this article,
I am referring to osteoarthritis, often
described as degenerative or “wear and
tear” arthritis.
Osteoarthritis doesn’t always cause
pain. In fact, studies of pain-free
patients have shown that many will
have evidence of arthritis (e.g. thinning
of cartilage) on x-ray. In contrast,
other patients in pain will have normal
x-rays.
In other words, x-rays do not tell
the whole story. A thorough clinical
exam will reveal that IMPROPER
FUNCTION is the most common
cause of pain.

Call today and have your function
restored so that you can have the painfree life that you deserve.

Mention this article and
receive a complimentary,
no-obligation consultation.

T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 3 r d
brook up to the people that wouldn't
get LSRCA in a tizzy?
We're doing the opposite. One of
the programs the conservation
authority has is to have natural vegetation beside streams because they
filter out sediments from the water
as it moves across the ground before
entering the brook. They like to
plant bushes and trees right beside
the brook because thedy shade the
water and maintain the cold-water
fishery. So one of our projects in
Centennial Park is to do those
things.
It's the same at Elgin Pond where
access to the water's edge is restricted.
What's wrong with letting people get
close to the water?
I think you have two interests in
conflict, which is not unusual. The
people who are interested in
improving the quality of aquatic life
want to filter the water before it gets
into the stream and they want to
shade the stream. And then you
have the interest you're describing
where people want to be able to
stand beside the water and look in.
Sometimes you can't resolve those
two. There's no reason why we
couldn't set aside an area beside the
brook where we could have some

2014

seats.
Tom, as usual, space and time run
out. Thank you.
Thank you.

68th WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

Joe & Dorothy
McCaslin
April 10th
Congratulations,
Mom and Dad!
All our love,
Doug & Susan
Deb & Stan

SPRING IS HERE!
ORDER YOUR EASTER FEAST NOW!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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The Troop by Mark Humphrey
Since the last article the Beavers had
a sleepover at Reptilia in Vaughan,
where they enjoyed the lighted tour,
met some of the reptiles 'in person',
then toured with the lights out to
see the nocturnal reptiles in action
before bunking down amongst the
exhibits. They went on a night hike
in the Durham Regional Forest
Tract and hiked to the 'old foundation' where they did some exploring, traversed fallen trees, jumped
from the stone walls into the snow,
enjoyed the evening stars before
hiking back out. Another evening
they went skating on the outdoor
rink behind Caseton Cres. in the
Coral Creek subdivision. The
weather was great and they finished
off the meeting with some nice hot
chocolate. The Beavers would like
to thank Mr. MacDonald for building and maintaining the rink and
keeping the lights on for them.
The Scouts fielded a team of nine
to take part in the Owasco floor
hockey tournament at the beginning of March against Scouts from

Ajax, Pickering and Claremont. As
the game was being played with two
forwards, two defense and a goalie,
we were able to do a full substitution of our team during stops in
play, which really helped, in the
long run, to keep up their strength
and energy. They had only had time
for a few practices with all their
other Scouting activities but they
played very well together. After a
heavy loss in their fourth game, they
had won two and lost two, so third
year Scout Aiden Bowers gave them
a pep talk. They came back to win
their next two games, which put
them into the semi-finals.
Unfortunately they lost that game
but were very proud at having
advanced that far. Hattricks in two
separate games by forward Alex
Uzzell, and a shut-out by goalie
Michael Janusc were just some of
the highlights of the day.
Both Cubs and Scouts have been
working towards the Cub car and
Scout truck races which begin the
end of this month.

The Cubs have to fashion a racer
from a small block of wood attaching plastic wheels with nails (axles).
They can carve the block any way
they want but can only use what is
in the kit and the car must conform to certain height, length,
width and weight restrictions.
Scouts have an 18-wheeler truck
in pieces in their kit. The cab has
to be carved and all components
glued then all axles and wheels
attached. The cab portion has to
be removable and able to move
side to side and there are again
rules about height, weight, etc.
Scouts, however can add things
such as figures or cargo to enhance
their design. In both sections the
placement of the wheels and putting the right amount of weight in
is crucial for speed.
Both Cubs and Scouts compete
in design and speed. Cubs also
have the option of entering in the
built-with-help division or built
alone. The preliminary run-offs
took place this Saturday and some

of those moving on are Cubs Aiden
Skilton
(speed);
Devon
Christiansen (design); Scouts Aiden
Bowers (speed); Josh Humphrey;

and Griffen Bowers (design).
The finals are next Saturday at the
Claremont Community Center.

ASK THE COSMOS
A few readers have written in asking why Santa’s house is still taking
up residence in the parking lot by
the florist’s and Coffee Time.
We’re guessing, dear readers, that
it’s because his house has been

frozen to the ground. The winter
we’ve had has not afforded the
opportunity for any of Santa’s elves
to get down to Uxbridge from the
North Pole and whisk his little
home-away-from-home back up

north.
We’ve sent an email to the
Uxbridge BIA just to confirm that
this is indeed the case, but, as of
press time, we hadn’t heard back.
They’re out enjoying the sunshine.
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