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A HAUNTING COMEDY - Charles Condomine (Martin Buote, left) thought he had seen the last of his wife Elvira (Cathy Christoff) when she died seven years ago. But thanks to an eccentric medium, she has returned
to harangue him about his new wife, in the classic Noel Coward comedy Blithe Spirit, opening tonight at the Music Hall in an OnStage Uxbridge production. For more photos, see page 6. Photo by Lezley Woodhams.
Blue Jay, Barton Farms Forest
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for April
Monday, April 8th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.
Monday, April 15th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, April 18th
TRI-COUNCIL 2:00 p.m.
(Mill Run Golf and Country Club)
Monday, April 22nd
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Public Planning Meeting ZBA 2013-01 Summit Forming

FROM THE TAX OFFICE...
2013 Interim Tax Bills
All 2013 Interim Tax Bills have now
been mailed.
Payments are due; on the due dates
(payments must be received or paid
on or before the due dates).
The SECOND Tax Installment is
due on Thursday April 25, 2013.
Please pay promptly to avoid penalty.
Penalty/interest of 1.25% is added
on the first day of default and the first
day of each calendar month thereafter. Failure to receive a Tax Notice
does not excuse the taxpayer from
responsibility for payment of taxes
nor liability for any penalty or interest
due to late payments.
The
penalty/interest charges cannot be
waived or reduced by the Tax
Department or Council for any reason.
Tax payments can be made by the
following: In person by Interac,
Cheque or Cash, by Mail (Post-dated
cheques are accepted), telephone &
Internet banking, drop box, or at
most Banks.
If you did not receive your 2013
Interim Tax Bill, please call the Tax
Department at 905-852-9181 Ext.
211.
PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2012
FINAL TAX BILL FOR INCOME TAX
PURPOSES. If a reprinted tax bill or
receipt is required for any previous
year's taxes, a fee of $10.00 plus
HST will apply.
Thank You
Tax Department
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

HORSE LOVER'S TOUR
UXBRIDGE

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

MAY 25, 2013 - 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
The Township of Uxbridge in partnership
with the Township of Scugog, are pleased
to offer a self guided tour of local horse
barns and demonstrations that will be of
interest to all horse lovers. An award winning octagon horse barn, horse breeding
farm, a Ferrier demonstration, equine massage demonstration and horsemanship
demonstrations are just a few of the interesting attractions and events that will be
offered as part of the tour. There will also
be an opportunity to meet and offer support
to local Olympian and Team Canada
Member, Jessica Phoenix. You will have an
opportunity to tour Dream Feather Centre,
Hop Hill Stables, Colebrook - racetrack
breeding farm and the Morgan Horse
Historic Centre. The Ferrier demonstrations will be hosted at Brookdale Farms and
the equine massage demonstration and
Olympian will be hosted at the Uxbridge
Historic Centre.
Learn about different breeds of horses and
their care and enjoy our beautiful countryside experience. For more information contact Pat Mikuse at 905-852-0206.
The Township of Scugog tour date is
scheduled for June 2, 2013 - 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Check the Township of Scugog
website at www.scugog.ca for further
details on the locations open for tours.

CORRECTION TO SPRING/SUMMER
2013 COMMUNITY GUIDE
Fitness Programs at UxPool
Body Design (page 20)
The following dates should be substituted:
Shape & Tone:
Thurs. April 11 - June 13; 6:45 - 7:45 pm
Yoga with Jill:
Tues. Apr. 9 - June 11;
7:30 - 8:30 pm
To register please call:
905-473-3888

Program Director,
Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30)

MOMS AND TOTS CO-OP STORY TIME AT ZEPHYR
PUBLIC LIBRARY, 4:15-5:15 pm. Families
with pre-schoolers are welcome to join biweekly sessions, which include stories,
crafts and snacks. Next two classes on
Thurs. Apr. 4 & 18.

NEW ANIMAL SHELTER FOR UXBRIDGE-SCUGOG
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2013
The AnnualGeneral Meeting (AGM) of the New
Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog is being held
on Tuesday, April 16, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Uxbridge Township Offices located at 51 Toronto
Street South, Uxbridge. Everyone is welcome!
The AGM is an opportunity to review the past
year's accomplishments and to outline the directions for the coming year. In addition, the AGM provides the vehicle for election/confirmation of the
Board of Directors. Light refreshments and a full
agenda will be provided at the event.
The New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog is a
designated charitable organization (registration
number 85317 3300 RR0001) created by a volunteer group of concerned citizens to build a new
facility to replace the outdated and inadequate
existing shelter. The goal is to raise the estimated
$1 million needed to fund the new shelter, scheduled to open in 2015 at 5500 Lakeridge Road. Visit
www.animal-shelter.ca for more information on the
organization, volunteer opportunities and to make
a donation online.

Musical Moments with Kathy ReidNaiman. This ever popular program for
parents and their little ones will be offered
again this spring, starting on Thurs. Apr
4, and run for eight weeks (miss Apr. 18).
Ages 6-18 mos., 10:15-10:45 am. Ages 1936 + mos., 11:00-11:30 am. Cost:
$50.00/child. SIGN UP NOW AS CLASSES
FILL QUICKLY.
AS WE SEE IT:
Travelogue, Wed. Apr. 24, 1-2:30 pm.
Everyone welcome for a journey with Tom
Fowle to NEW ZEALAND and NEW CALEDONIA. Explore the local culture and
magnificent scenery, through the lens of
Tom's camera, as he recounts his personal experiences exploring this area of the
South Pacific. Bring along a friend or
neighbour looking for an outing!
Refreshments, and free admission, with
donations for the library always gratefully
accepted.
SHRUBS FOR ALL SEASONS:
Thurs. Apr. 25, 7-9:00 pm.
Looking for new ideas to replace or
enhance you shrubbery? If so, plan to
attend this workshop presented by Beth
Cook of the DURHAM MASTER GARDENERS. Beth will discuss maintenance,
selection, more uncommon shrubs, and
the 'why, what and how' of pruning. Ask
questions,
and
share
ideas.
Refreshments and free admission, with
donations for the library always gratefully
accepted.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
• Uxbridge Half Marathon ~
April 21st
• Huck Finn prize bag stuffing ~
April 25th
• Cystic Fibrosis tagging ~
May 3rd
• Rib Fest ~ July 18th-22nd
• Highlands of Durham Games ~
July 25th-29th

COMING IN MAY: NEW adult book club,
Wed. May 1, 7:30 pm. This group will be
organized to run for five evenings in the
hopefully ‘nicer weather', May, June,
Sept., Oct. and Nov.
SLEEP APNEA with Dr. Barbara
Frackowiak, Mon. May 6. 7:30 pm. Find
out the possible life threatening consequences of snoring!

To register as an official volunteer
with Volunteers Of Uxbridge, or to
inquire about local events requiring assistance, please contact
Rebecca
Harman
at
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca or
visit
our
Facebook
Page
(Volunteers Of Uxbridge ) for up
to date volunteer opportunities!

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

Family and Friends Drop-In Story Time to
proceed again for children ages 30 mos.
and up. No registration required. Let
your imagination soar as leader Cathy
Reesor presents lots of fun activities.
Choose Mondays, April 8, 15 and 22 OR
Tuesdays, April 9, 16 and 23.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. Please fill out the
Request for Alternate Formats Form at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility
Coordinator at 905-852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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UXBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
INFORMATION

FIRE

IN YOUR HOME
A fire can destroy your home and its
contents in a matter of minutes. If you
understand the nature of fire and take a
few simple precautions to prevent
them, you can avert disasters and save
lives.

BEFORE A FIRE
• Install and maintain smoke alarms
(ULC and\or CSA approved if hardwired).
• Develop and practice an escape plan.
• Post emergency numbers near the
telephone; however, during a fire you
must go to another location to call 911.
• Install A-B-C type extinguishers in the
home for use on very small fires (ie.
stovetop) - read the operation guidelines carefully prior to installation.
• Do not store combustibles in closed
areas.
• When cooking, keep stovetop clear of
combustibles.
• For pan fires, use the lid or an extinguisher to extinguish flames.
• Do not pour water on grease fires.
• Check electrical wiring and replace if
cracked or frayed
• Do not place electrical wires beneath
rugs, over nails, or in high traffic areas.
• Never overload your electrical outlets
or extension cords.
DURING A FIRE
• Get out quickly and call 911 from an
exterior location.
• Use the stairs to escape, not elevators.
• Close doors to each room as you
leave to hinder fire spread.
• If smoke is pouring into a room with a
closed door, or if the door feels hot do
not open it.
• Open a window for fresh air and wait
for the firefighters.
• If there is no smoke seeping into the
room and the door does not feel hot,
you can attempt to escape by opening
the door slowly - if the hallway is
smoky, stay inside and close door and
call 911.
• After exiting the building, never return
indoors to claim personal articles or
pets.
AFTER A FIRE
• Give first aid where appropriate.
• Seriously injured victims should be
transported immediately to hospital.
• Never go back inside a damaged
building to assess damage - wait for
firefighters to escort you.
• Discard food exposed to heat, smoke
and soot.
• Contact your insurance agent - do not
remove any contents until your home
has been assessed by the agent.
In case of fire or an emergency,
call 9-1-1.
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A Cup of Coffee... with Corinne Croxall
Like so many of our seniors,
Corrine Croxall has long been a
volunteer and continues to help
various organizations, even into
her 80s. In fact, when we invited
her for a cup of coffee, she had to
check her calendar to see if she
was available.
Corrine, let's start with the
Durham Farm and Rural Family
Resources organization. As I
understand it, you started that.
Well, about 1987, my friend
Barbara Evans and I were at a conference where we were more or
less challenged to look at child
deaths on the farm and do something about it. We realized there
had been at least three in the
immediate vicinity to our own
farm on the 9th Concession of
Scugog. We decided we should be
able to do something about this,
so we started in a very small way.
We hired a girl to go out to
farms and look after the children and make a light lunch for
the family, so that the kids were
not in the stable where there are
a lot of animals or out in the
fields where the machinery has
just become so large that it's no
work place for a child.
When you say "we", who do you
mean? Did you go to the conference as members of the Women's
Institute?
Yes. We were with the BethesdaReach branch. At the time, the
government was looking at this
and I can't remember whether it
was the department of agriculture
or community services who started four pilot projects across the
province, doing the same thing
that we looked at doing, sending
caregivers out to the farm to look
after the children. All those projects lasted for the length of time
that there was funding and then
through the years have collapsed.
This one is the only one that still
remains.
So yours has been going for 25
years.
It has and they're going to have a
party in June, I believe.
Does the DFRFR still do the same
thing or has it evolved?
It has evolved way beyond any
dreams that we had. Initially we
received some funding from the
federal government to look at
ways that we could bring about
care-giving on the farm and we
hired one student who was an
Early Childhood Education student. When we started, we got
some old suitcases at an auction
and put together papers and
colouring books and activities,
costumes sometimes, that the kids
could play with and sent them out
to the farms with the care-givers,
but it has just changed so much. I
just can't believe how the program has blossomed and enlarged.

It's doing a great job. There are
now resource centres in
Beaverton, Cannington and
Sunderland, which are all under
this umbrella now. But the girls
are driving to farms almost over in
Clarington now.
As I understand it, the group's
programs are not just confined to
farms and rural areas anymore.
Townsfolk are taking advantage of
some programs, right?
That was something Community
and Social Services didn't want to
give us money for in the beginning, because the farm community is shrinking all the time and
they kept saying there's not
enough value for the money when
it's only serving a very small percentage of people. So we started a
resource centre in a very small way
and now the board of education
has taken this program over and is
encouraging it in many schools,

the resource centre part of it.
But each week the DFRFR holds a
playtime for toddlers, which a
number of urban folks are using.
Yes, and there are now several
nannies in town who are taking
advantage of the program as well.
The idea originally was to lessen
the number of accidents that kids
were sustaining on farms. Is it still
dangerous for kids on farms in
this day and age?
If the parents are running
machinery, what happens to the
kids? And it doesn't just happen
to little children. Sometimes
there's a tendency to put a child
who's too young on too big a tractor and the safety factor is something we knew we had to make
the community aware of. The
farming community was not completely taken by this to start with,
because there is a tendency to say:
"I looked after my kids, why can't
parents do that today?"
Well, if the pilot projects closed
and yours is still going 25 years
later, you must be doing something right.
The Women's Institute doesn't
have anything to do with it anymore, We don't even have a representative on the board. We maintain an interest, but now the girls
who are running it get the funding, look after the programs and
will likely hire three students this

year and serve about 21 families.
Farming's a funny thing. If it
rains, you don't need somebody,
but if the sun is shining and you
have hay to bring in, you need
somebody there all day and often
quite late in the evening.
But the Women's Institute is still
going.
Yes, we've been around for 115
years. Yesterday, we packed 30
lunches for the volunteers at the
Agricultural Awareness Days,
which is taking place down at
Brooklin.
And yet, although Women's
Institutes were very big years ago,
we hardly hear about them anymore. Do you hide your light
under a bushel, because you must
be doing all kinds of things? What
kind of things do you guys get up
to?
Well, we support the local 4-H
club, we have planted trees in just
about every school-ground in
the area, we have a scholarship
which is presented every year at
commencement here, and we
also provide money toward a
4H scholarship. We have a
luncheon coming up next week
which is our main fund-raiser
of the year, we have a car rally in
the fall and we have some very
interesting and enlightening
programs.
But we don't hear about these
things in the local press. Why is
that?
I think, perhaps, because it's basically a rural institution and rural
kind of gets swallowed up.
So Women's Institutes were also
started basically as a rural organization?
Oh yes. I don't know if you know
the story about Adelaide
Hoodless. She had a home in
Hamilton, but she had come from
rural Brantford and lost a baby
son through drinking impure
milk. She said it was time that
rural women had the same ability
to be educated as men did. She
put together 100 women a long,
long time ago - about 1897 - and
that was the beginning of the
Women's Institute.
Am I right in believing Lucy
Maud was a member of the
Women's Institute?
I don't believe she was. I couldn't
say for sure. I know she was a
member or supporter of the
Hypatia Club.
I was going to get to that. You are
a member of the Hypatia Club
(Uxbridge's longest running book
club). How long has that been
going?
It's been 106 years. I've been a
member 30 years this year. We
have 14 members right now.
As a member of the Hypatia Club,
how many books do you read?
We're not required to read all the
books. Some of the members do

by Roger Varley

read most of the books, but we listen to presentations and a discussion usually takes place afterwards
about some facet of the presentation. But we're not required to
read all the books. It's more information and educational. But now
I can read for only a short time,
and then I have to stop because of
my eyes.
But if I'm not mistaken, you're
with another organization, aren't
you?
Well, I'm fairly active in UCW
(United Church Women).
You must be awfully busy.
No, but I grew up in a family
where volunteering was important. What you put into your
community made your community more important to you. I guess
that's the motto I live by. I volunteer one half-day a month at the
hospital in the gift shop, and I
quite enjoy that. You don't see
people volunteering in the community as much as they used to,
probably because both parents are
working. I love to knit, I love to
read and I'm not doing it that
much anymore because my eyes
won't let me, but I love to quilt.
Let's get a little more personal,
Corrine. Your husband, Ted, just
celebrated his 90th birthday. How
long have you two been married?
Sixty-three-and-a-half years. We
were married in 1949.
Were you both Uxbridge people?
No. I started out in Agincourt and
was part of a farm family there - it
was even smaller than a village
when I was born - and my dad
just kept moving north. I grew up
in the Stouffville area. I went to
high school there.
Were you and Ted high-school
sweethearts?
No. Ted always loved drama and
he took part in several plays and
in a drama festival that took place
in rural churches, and I was part
of the judging team and came to
see this drama in a little church at
Bethesda. In the intermission, he
got up and sang in a quartet (Ted
was for years a member of the
Four Dads barbershp quartet)
and I thought he was a goodlooking guy and quite talented,
too. So it just started from there.
We had four children, unfortunately one of our daughters was
killed, and five grandchildren,
three of whom are in university,
and we have four great-grandchildren.
And you have been in and around
Uxbridge since 1949?
Yes. We were on a dairy farm for
30 years approximately and since
then we've been living not far
from it.
Corinne, thank you.
Thank you.
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our two cents
Fighting a fire
Last week, a family of four lost their lives in a tragic fire in a neighbouring municipality, East Gwillimbury. It was in the village of Sharon, and much of the media coverage
has focussed on the fact that East Gwillimbury, like Uxbridge, is largely served by volunteer firefighters. Of the 87-member force, only six are full time. That’s probably
about the same proportion as we have here.
The centre of the story seems to be about response time. The first of the volunteer
firefighters arrived on the scene about 12 minutes after the 911 call came in. About
half of that time, apparently, was spent in getting to the fire hall, the balance getting
into uniform and getting to the fire. If firefighters had gotten there in half the time, if
they had been professionals already on duty in the station, perhaps the family could
have been saved.
Or perhaps not. On the surface of it, it seems strange that of the three categories of
emergency responders, only firefighters in Ontario are largely voluntary; in fact, there
are fewer than 20 municipalities in the province served exclusively by professionals.
On the other hand, the idea of amateur policemen or paramedics is unthinkable. Why
the disparity? Is it that firefighters require less training, fewer skills, to carry out their
jobs? Is it that firefighters tend to work in large teams (thus being more expensive),
while police or paramedics habitually work in pairs?
The chief argument given for volunteer firefighters in smaller communities is that professionals would see an inordinate amount of down time. There are far fewer fire calls
(i.e. emergency calls which actually involve fire or the threat of fire) than there are for
other emergency responders. That’s why in larger cities, the trend in the last couple of
decades has been to call firefighters out as backup in situations such as vehicle collisions or medical emergencies. They drive expensive fire trucks out to these calls, even
though there is a very small probability they will ever have to unwind a hose. Most
often, they just stand around watching their colleagues do the work.
For this reason, more and more small municipalities, with mostly volunteer firefighters, are moving away from calling those volunteers out to non-fire-related emergencies. They are volunteers with very specific training, use them in situations they’re
trained for, goes the argument.
In the case of the Sharon fire, the professionals, i.e. the police and paramedics, should
have been on the scene much earlier than the fire trucks, and in fact they were. So
surely if it was possible to save the family after six minutes, the police and paramedics
could have been the ones to do it. But the fire was too far advanced, the flames too
intense. In all probability, even if East Gwillimbury had sent professional firefighters,
this particular battle would have been lost.
The investigation into the fire has only just begun, but the chances are that for whatever reason, the Sharon family played a large role in their own fate, being unable to
effectively respond to a fire in their home. Volunteer firefighters save far more people
than they lose. But perhaps this particular family was already beyond help.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
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Publisher/Editor
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38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
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web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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On Heritage Trails
South by Southeast
Did you know that Uxbridge
Township has a ghost town?
Travel down the 7th south of
Chalk Lake Road, and you'll
drive through the once bustling
saw mill hamlet of Glen Major.
If you Google "Ghost towns of
Ontario," you'll find it listed
there.
Glen Major started out as Glen
Sharrard. The Sharrard brothers
from Pickering Township came
there to establish a saw mill, and
on Nov. 8, 1860, they registered
a subdivision plan. Their settlement was also referred to as
Sharrardville. Edward Major,
also from Pickering Township,
bought some of the properties
there in 1871, and said that his
town was not going to be
"minor." Glen Major post office
was open from 1873 until 1924,
and some boxes from the post
office are in the collection at the
Uxbridge Historical Centre.
Dagmar ski resort is in the
southeast corner of the township. Dagmar, meaning "the
bright day," was the queen of
Waldemar, King of Denmark,
who died in 1213.
Lakeridge ski resort was named
after Lakeridge Road which is
Durham Road 23. Lakeridge
Road goes from Lake Ontario
northward over the Oak Ridges
Moraine.
Chalk Lake is just over the line
in
Scugog
Township.
Apparently local settlers collected chalky clay from banks at the
lake, and used it as a whitewash
for painting their cabins.

with Allan McGillivray

Skyloft ski resort is at the highest point not only in the township but on the Oak Ridges
Moraine. "Loft" indicates high.
The late Mrs. Johnson of Glen
Major mentioned that a bend in
the 7th near Chalk Lake Road
was once called Tory Crook, and
a hill north of Chalk Lake Road
was called Grit Hill. This indicates that a person who lived
near
the
bend
voted
Conservative, while someone on
the hill voted Liberal.
Pine Grove is a rural community located along the 7th north
of Durham Road 21. This part
of the township was late being
settled, and was originally covered by pine forest. It was once
referred to as The Wilderness,
and the church there under the
Uxbridge Methodist Church
was known as ‘The Wilderness
Appointment’. This name has
not been lost. Nell and the late
Jack Laird named their place
there The Wilderness.
Brookdale is another rural area
located southeast of Uxbridge
Town. It may have been named
after George Brooks who owned
200 acres there by 1860. It once
had two saw mills and later a
fishing club.
Coppins Corners is at the
intersection of Durham Road
21 and the Brock Road or
Durham Road 1, also known as
the Fifth Line. George and
Lavina Coppins were living
there on the east half of Lot 16,
Concession 4, by 1940. By the
1870s, there was a blacksmith
shop on the northeast corner.
The Fifth Line Church was just

north of the intersection. It was
moved to the Uxbridge-Scott
Museum where it is still called
the Fifth Line Church although
it is now on the Sixth Line. The
Fifth Line School was further
north on the 5th, closer to Wagg
Road.
The flat area near Coppins
Corners where the Wyndance
development is located was once
referred to as Bowling Green as
it was level compared to the surrounding hilly terrain. It was
also sometimes called Stump
Hollow. Some readers may
remember the stump or root
fences that were there.
Does anyone remember Windy
Crest? A gasoline station and
refreshment stand by this name
was opened in 1949 at the crest
of the hill nearly across the road
from the current veterinary clinic on Durham Road 47. It has
been replaced recently by a new
service station.
Quaker Hill is a rural area running south on the 6th from Ball
Road past the traffic circle and
south of the Friends Meeting
House. The first settlers here
were
Quakers
from
Pennsylvania starting in 1805.
Quaker Hill once had three
churches, a school, a blacksmith
shop and a cooper shop.
It seems that many places that
Quakers settled had a "Quaker
Hill."
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

A life remembered

No honour in silence

A few weeks back, you may recall I wrote a column about my mother-in-law, who was
a TV star back in the 1960s in Halifax. Alzheimer’s has taken a lot of her own memories away, but on a recent trip to
Halifax, my wife Lisa and I were stunningly reminded of how prominent a local figure she was back then.
It was always our intention to send a notice to the local daily, the Halifax Chronicle Herald, when Libbie passed away.
But just on a chance, I e-mailed my Cosmos column to the paper, and even though none of the current staff remembered
her, they trusted that the story would have an impact on their older readers. They published my column in the March 10
issue of their magazine, The Nova Scotian. A number of Haligonians took the initiative to find the Cosmos website and
either e-mail, write or even phone us. The response was very moving; here’s a sample of what they had to say.

When I attended public school in the village of Agincourt (now part of
Scarborough), because it was nearly a rural school the playground was sizeable. Still, during recess, the boys in my
class had to find the tallest maple tree - just off school grounds - to climb. The principal realized if one of us were
hurt, he'd be liable. So he declared the tree “off limits.” That didn't stop us. One day, we were blithely enjoying
the tree, when out strode Principal Kilpatrick in a rage. Everybody ran for cover… except me.
“Were you playing in that tree?” Kilpatrick asked me directly.
“Yes,” I said, because I couldn't hide the fact.
“Who else was up there?” he stormed, demanding I tell him.
Having made the decision to face the music, I wasn't about to stop there. I told him who else had climbed the tree.
The principal made note of the names and we all got suitable punishment. (I think we lost recess privileges for a
month or something.) In any case, I felt pretty badly that, in some pupils' view, I had “ratted” on the others.
Nevertheless, there were no repercussions, since my pals realized we were all in the wrong. We fessed up to our
misdemeanour and took our lumps. The lesson that really didn't register on me at the time was that my parents
had probably ingrained in me an important rule that came to the surface in my moment of decision.
“If you are part of or witness to something wrong, say something.”
I've been thinking about that occasion in recent days in connection with vandalism in this community and the gun
violence in Toronto. I've been wondering, what has brought about the change in our culture that drives people away
from reporting this stuff? Why would anybody spotting a crime - whether minor or major - not wish to own up to
it and ensure that the guilty are punished? I recognize that in the case of gang-type shootings in the city, there is
fear of retaliation. But since when did not ratting rise to become a higher code of honour than doing the honourable
thing by providing witness testimony?
In the case of the Toronto gun play, the past couple of decades have witnessed what seems an endless string of
senseless deaths. Last weekend, there was the exchange of gunfire in the Yorkdale Mall parking area. Last July, a
14-year-old and a 23-year-old were killed and two dozen wounded when caught in the crossfire of a gunfight during a community barbecue on Danzig Street in Scarborough. The previous month two died during a shootout inside
the Eaton Centre food court. Back in 2005, on Boxing Day, bystander Jane Creba, 15, was killed in a gang gunfight on Yonge Street. And perhaps the one case that seemed to be a watershed for all this gun crime, in 1994,
Georgina Leimonis, 23, was innocently shot and killed in a robbery at a downtown café called Just Desserts. In a
couple of those cases perpetrators were charged and found guilty. But the most recent three - Yorkdale, Danzig and
Eaton Centre - remain substantially unsolved crimes. How is that possible when scores, maybe hundreds, of people
saw and heard those shootings?
Quite simply, fear has changed proud citizens into anonymous persons. Panic that they might be recognized by
the shooters or considered sympathetic to the victims, sends them running away, instead of running to the authorities. Reluctance to get involved has made many look the other way. They're responding to the animal - not the
intelligence - in our nature. They've fallen victim to what social psychologists call the bystander effect or “Genovese
syndrome.”
At about 3 a.m. on March 13, 1964, 28-year-old bar manager, Catherine (Kitty) Genovese, parked her car about
a hundred feet from her apartment in New York City. A stranger approached her and when she ran he overtook
her. He then stabbed her, robbed her and raped her in an attack that lasted half an hour. It was reported by the
New York Times, that Genovese's cries for help were heard by dozens of people in the apartment. Some even witnessed the attacker jump into his car and drive away. But the assault wasn't reported for more than an hour.
Catherine Genovese died en route to hospital. The perpetrator was only caught because police arrested him during
a house burglary a week later and eventually connected him to the murder.
I don't think anybody in Toronto or such neighbouring communities as ours, believes that citizens in the GTA have
fallen to such low levels of citizen responsibility as New York in 1964. But one wonders when the federal government's response to gun crime is to build more jails and the Toronto mayor's response is to blame do-gooders for
being soft on criminals.
It's time witnesses were part of the solution, not party to the problem.

I've just finished reading your article on Libbie Christensen in our local Chronicle Herald, in Halifax. Thank you for answering the question "What ever happened to....". For years I wondered about your mother-in-law and what became of her. I
do remember her as the classiest looking, most capable lady on television. She was the best!!! I'm very sorry to hear that
she has Alzheimer's. Thanks for the memories...
I read your contribution piece in this morning's issue about your mother-in-law Libbie Christensen. As a young 12 year
old boy living in Dartmouth, NS (I am now 62), I very well remember this nice lady. My grandmother lived on Newcastle
Street in Dartmouth and I would go to her house from Saint Peter's School for lunch most days. Libbie also lived on
Newcastle Street, across the street and just a few doors away. We all thought of her as having "movie star" status because
of Look In On Libbie. Whenever we saw her in her driveway or in her yard we would always say hello and would always
get a friendly smile and wave back. I often think of her when I drive by her old house... the movie star on Newcastle
Street. Thanks for the memory.
I read your column about Libbie Christensen with great interest and a little nostalgia when it appeared in last Sunday's
Chronicle Herald. After reading Lisa's name I felt compelled to relate to my son, in limited detail, some of the antics we
got into while living our teen years around Dartmouth; "borrowing" the family car, parties at Lawrencetown Beach, walking home from Lawrencetown. Sorry to hear about Libbie's condition - it doesn't seem fair, does it? All the best.
I read with great interest the article you wrote about Libbie in the Chronicle Herald. I worked at CBC when Libbie had her
show. We became friends and I typed the programs she arranged for the Theatre Arts Guild. She insisted my name
would be first. She was so gracious and as beautiful inside as well as outside. If possible, please give her a hug from me.
Yesterday I received the DVD I had requested from CBC. I am delighted that this tape will be a part of your family memories of Libbie. In May of last year, eleven of the students shown in the film (a performance on Libbie’s TV show) arranged
an afternoon tea to celebrate fifty years since I taught them in the second grade. Each one received a DVD of themselves
and of the interview with Libbie, which they too cherish. I often wondered where Libbie was. Now I know. How sad I was
to learn from your article that Libbie has been stricken with Alzheimer’s. This illness is not an easy one for family members and loved ones to accept. Be assured of a remembrance in prayer for Libbie, for Lisa, you and your children and
grandchildren.
You cannot imagine how profound the impact your column had on me. It was a time warp transporting me to events of
more than a half century ago. In 1956 the Theatre Arts Guild observed its 25th anniversary by staging a performance of
the first play ever performed at the Guild. The production was The Torch Bearers written by George Kelly – the uncle of
Princess Grace. Libbie had the female lead and I was featured among the cast of characters. Libbie evolved into one of
the higher profiles in the local media – and a most decorative one. She fell off our radar screen but frequently we would
wonder where the winds of time had blown her. Naturally word of her current state is deeply distressing. I shall always
remember her as an unforgettable elegant lady despite your description of her unfortunate diminishment. It is a cruel and
unfitting finis to a chapter of grace and glamour.
Thinking of her summons to mind Shakespeare’s words from Antony and Cleopatra: “Age cannot wither her, nor custom
stale her infinite variety”. For your article I am most appreciative and grateful.
It was humbling that these people went to such trouble to relay their memories of this wonderful woman. A reminder that
a life well lived has impact beyond our knowing.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS LADIES!
Our 6th Annual Ladies Night is Sunday May 5th
Lots of Prizes!
New Products to Showcase!
Free Giveaways, Specials & Fun!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge

WIN!

One luck lady will win a
CABANA SECTIONAL
COLLECTION $1,250 Value!

Service 905 852 9857

Store 905 852 3315
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Mackenzie and partner keep moving up
It takes ten thousand hours to
become world class at anything, so
say the gurus of success. At the age of
fifteen, Uxbridge resident Mackenzie
Bent (with ice dance partner Garrett
MacKeen) is a testament to the philosophy of Malcolm Gladwell.
Mackenzie first donned figure skates
at the tender age of two and has been
logging hours ever since. And all that
hard work has begun to pay off on
the world stage. In February, the pair
took second place at Junior Nationals
and proceeded to garner international recognition by getting within striking distance of the podium at the
Junior World Championships in
Milan, Italy where they finished fifth.
But you don’t need to travel so far to

get a glimpse of the pair. On
Saturday, April 6th at 2:30 pm, the
Canadian silver medalists will take
part in the Uxbridge Skating Club’s
Carnival being held in the Uxbridge
Arena.
The pair is presently in Germany
where they are taking part in a figure
skating training camp, and will
return on Wednesday, just in time for
the skating carnival. Mackenzie and
Garrett will perform their short program which is a “blues with swing
mix that brought to life the Marilyn
Monroe and Joe Dimaggio characters
from the TV series Smash,” says
Nancy Bent, Mackenzie’s mom.
The routine, choreographed by Juris
Razgulajevs, received rave reviews
from Nicky Slater, a former British
ice dancer and commentator for
Eurosport television, who followed
up his praise for Mackenzie’s
“fabulous edges, great strength
and really superb presentation”
with a proclamation that she is
“a real star.” It is the maturity of
the performance in one who is
so young, along with the level of
skill in her skating that is being
noted.
When she was seven years old
Mackenzie and her family were
approached
by
Caroline
MacKeen about a possible pair-

Photo by
Melanie Hoyt.

Scenes from Blithe Spirit
Photos by Lezley Woodhams
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Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284
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ing with MacKeen’s nine year old
son. Deemed a good match, the pair
began training together and
Bent/MacKeen entered the competitive circuit in the pre-juvenile level.
Their rise has been steady as they
worked their way through the various
levels of competition.
In the spring of 2010, Mackenzie
fell during a lift and was rushed to
Markham Stouffville Hospital. There
the family was shocked to discover
that Mackenzie had been born with
Wolff–Parkinson–White syndrome
(WPW), a disorder of the conduction system of the heart causing it to
beat abnormally fast. The condition
required surgery and a period of rest
until the surgery could be undertaken. In the fall of 2010, Mackenzie
underwent the surgery and returned
to skating with a singular focus on ice
dancing.
“It is very difficult to skate as both
a competitive ice dancer and a competitive singles skater,” says Nancy.
At some point the skater needs to
dedicate themselves to one discipline,
and the surgery was a good point for
Mackenzie to make a clean break.
The pair trains in Scarborough with
the Ice Dance Elite under the watchful eye of coach Carol Lane.
“In the winter they are on the ice
Monday to Friday from 6:30am until
10 am and from
2pm to 5pm on
Saturdays,”
says
Nancy. A grade 10
student, Mackenzie
returns to USS for
afternoon classes.
She supplements
her in class time
with some online
courses. The training regimen is even
more
intense
through the summer.
It is a lot of time to
spend together. The
pair get along much
“like a brother and
sister,” says Nancy.
“They don’t always
agree but they are
very supportive of
each other.”
The future is
bright for the pair.
There are new programs to be planned
and worked out.
“They hope to
receive a couple of
assignments for the
Junior Grand Prix
circuit in the fall,”
says Nancy. And
beyond that, they
will just take it the
way they always
have - one graceful
step at a time.

BAKED AT FRANKIES

by Shelagh Damus

HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!
www.uxbridgeBIA.com

ON-LINE
We just keep getting better and better!
Download
The complete
edition or selected
pages as PDF files!

Easy Viewing
Browse Classified
and Calendar
listings on your cell
phone!

Enjoy
Letters to the Editor,
Local columnists
and editorials!

Advertise
A "Link" to your
business web site!

The Uxbridge Cosmos on-line is
available every Wednesday evening.

www.thecosmos.ca
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If you have a passion for making music...
If the first robin of spring could
play a trombone, don't you think
it would? And if it could, it would
certainly be signing up to join the
upcoming season of the Uxbridge
Community Concert Band.
Unique among other community bands, the UCCB is a summeronly ensemble. Rehearsals begin
on May 22, and continue to the
end of August, allowing students
to continue playing in between
school terms and adults to make a
short-term commitment.
"Some of our best musicians are
university students who return
home from school, and want to
pick up where they left off from
their high school band," says

Steffan Brunette, the founder and
director of the ensemble for the
past 22 years.
Anyone with at least two years of
playing experience is welcome,
making it possible for those students soon to graduate from grade
8 to join the band.
"Our schools provide the opportunity to learn an instrument
throughout the teenaged years,
and once you've learned you can
always pick it up again," said
Brunette, suggesting that there are
a number of adults who participated in the high school's Senior
Band in their younger years.
"Renting an instrument is an
inexpensive option for such a
short season."

The theme of this year's music is
"The Elements", featuring music
about air, fire, water, and earth.
Some key pieces will be "The
Firebird" by Igor Stravinsky, "For
the Beauty of the Earth" by John
Rutter, and "Wade in the Water",
a gospel standard with a windensemble twist.
Registration is only $20 for the
entire summer season, and members finish the year with a CD
recording of the final live concert.
More information is available at
the
band's
website,
uccb2013.webs.com, or by contacting the band's director at
uccb@sympatico.ca.

String along with us...
Do you play a string instrument...v
iolin, viola, cello, bass? Did you used to
play? Would you like to play again?
Would you enjoy the opportunity to
play music with other musicians in a
fun, relaxed setting?
“The simple act of playing music together profoundly teaches the skills inherent in
becoming a strong and thriving community”. (Arthur Hull – innovator of the
Facilitated Drum Circle)
Making music together not only
teaches these skills, but reinforces them
and creates bonds and relationships
between the participants. Playing in
an orchestra or band is like being on a
sports team. You have your part to
play, you need the other players to do
their part so yours will work, you trade
off back and forth and you all work
together to create something that works
as a larger whole than you could create

READY, SET, GOLF!

ROTARY CLUB

OF

UXBRIDGE

Presents...

HAVING A BLAST!
This 2-hour laughter-filled
and absolutely fun workshop
is for 11- 14 year olds.
Inspirational Comedian
Jacquie Hermans will take you
through improv-based games
that will help you to deal with
whatever life throws you.

SAT. APRIL 13
Time: 1- 3pm
Location:
Uxbridge Youth Centre
Cost: $5.00
To register call (905)

someone take a picture of you from
the side view. If you have a very
rounded upper back and shoulders, a
flat lower back or a "forward head
posture", you're asking for trouble.
These distortions force your muscles
to work much harder to hold you up.
That is a waste of energy that now
can't be used to swing the club, and
will lead to fatigue long before the
eighteenth hole.
Finally, let's talk about your feet.
Proper arches will efficiently support
your spine and skeleton. If you have
flat arches the muscles must work
harder, again leading to fatigue.
Custom-made foot orthotics can solve
that problem.
Get your body ready for the golf season, now. Have your spine, posture
and arches analyzed today.
Call the office today for a no-charge
consultation.
Dr. John Clark, Chiropractor
and Acupuncture Provider

290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

862-3456

April 4 - 4-7pm
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Bring Friends!!!

With the first hints of spring weather,
many of you avid golfers are likely
getting your clubs ready.
For a successful season you also need
to get your body ready. In order to hit
longer and more powerful shots, you
must be willing to improve your posture and flexibility. This is the
domain of chiropractic treatment.
A recent study showed that golfers
improved more with chiropractic
treatment and stretching, rather than
stretching alone.
More flexibility means more trunk
rotation which translates into
increased club head speed. That is the
key to improved length off the tee.
Your spine has 160 joints that must
move in concert. If any of those joints
are not rotating as they should you
will lose flexibility AND increase the
likelihood of being sidelined due to
injury.
Posture is important too as it relates
to balance
and stamina. Have

by yourself.
Playing in a community orchestra is a
fun and exhilarating experience.
Community orchestras by their nature
are not as skilled as professional orchestras. However, participants come to
them with enthusiasm and an eagerness
to learn. There is something very satisfying about making your own music,
imperfect as it might be. These orchestras serve a broad range of purposes
from providing a venue to enjoy playing
music, learn new skills and stretch abilities to creating ties across a community
and providing pleasure for audiences
who might not otherwise get to hear a
live orchestra.
The Uxbridge/Port Perry area has a
reputation for harbouring lots of musicians and artists. There is definitely
evidence of a thriving artistic and musical community. However, there is no
local orchestra or community group for
string players in the North Durham
area. This would be a positive addition
to the wonderful arts community we
have in the area.
Help us form such a group. At this
point, we are looking for a show of
interest with the intention of setting up
an organizational meeting. There is no
commitment implied on your part by
expressing interest now and taking part
in the initial discussion. If you aren’t
sure of your skill level, come to the
meeting and see what you think. Once
we have a sense of how many people are
interested, we will discuss a rehearsal
schedule and location.
Everyone is welcome! Amateurs,
retired professionals, students, beginners... young and old!
“Music self played is happiness self made”
(Author unknown)
Contact: Cynthia cnidd@acn.net
905.852.7562
or
Ann
reachhillsfarm@gmail.com
905.852.1965.

BAKED AT FRANKIES

Strike up the band!

HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!
www.uxbridgeBIA.com

Opening
to the public
Tue., April 16
8:00 am
2 Brock Street West (at the site of the former Quaker Pharmacy and PharmaChoice)

OPENING SPECIALS
Bananas

Navel
Oranges

Carrots
Loose

Mushrooms

white & brown

Sweet
Potatoes

Yellow
Potatoes

Organic Butter
salted & unsalted

75¢ 99¢ 99¢ $195 $145 99¢ $455
lb.

lb.

lb.

lb.

lb.

lb.

250g.

Organic Eggs
1 dozen large

5

Earth Bound
Salads 8 oz.

2

$ 35

$ 95

each

each

Your full service organic grocery - produce, meats, canned goods, juice bar, vitamins & supplements - and much, much more!
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Coming Up
Chamber Choir. Trinity united Church, 7:30 p.m. Tickets
$20 ($15 students & seniors) at Blue Heron Books or
Presents Presents.

THIS WEEKEND
Apr. 4-13 Blithe Spirit Classic comedy by Noel
Coward, from OnStage Uxbridge. See page 11 for
show times and box office info.
Fri, Apr. 5, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, Walker Woods.10+km; Fast pace;
2+hrs. Fast and hilly. No dogs please. Meet at parking
area on the east side of the 6th Conc, 2 km south of
Durham Rd 21, at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor at
905-477-2161.
April 5&6 Daffodil Pin Campaign by Canadian
Cancer Society. Look for the yellow t-shirts on local
volunteers in Uxbridge who will have boxes of daffodil
pins. Support Canadians living with cancer. Wear a daffodil pin.
Apr. 5-7 Sunderland Maple Syrup Festival
Music, midway, great food. Check www.maplesyrupfestival.ca for a full schedule.
Sat., Apr. 6, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Meet at the entrance on the west
side of the 6th Conc. 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21.Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161.
Sat., Apr. 6 Livin’ the Good Life
Skating Club Spring Carnival 2:30 pm
Arena.

side of Uxbridge 6th concession, 1.5 km south of
Durham Road 21. Join us for breakfast after the hike
Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862.

Uxbridge
Uxbridge

Sun., Apr. 7 Music Fest 10-11 at Reachview
Gardens. We welcome all ages and all talents, be it
singing, playing an instrument, dancing or story-telling;
and our audience is very appreciative! For more info
please call Jo at 905-852-6487.
Sun., Apr. 7 Bach - St. John Passion Uxbridge

NEXT WEEK
Mon, Apr. 8, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, Durham Forest. Slow to Moderate
pace; 2.5hrs. Shady, forested trails with moderate hills.
Well-mannered dogs are encouraged to bring their owners. Join us for lunch afterwards. 3789 Conc 7, east side
of Conc 7, just south of Goodwood Rd. Contact: Brian
& Wilma Millage at 905-853-2407.
Tues., Apr. 9 Spring Luncheon and Fashion
Show hosted by Bethesda Reach Women’s Institute at
Trinity United Church, Uxbridge, Tuesday, April 9 at
12:00 noon. Fashions by Woods &Woods of Uxbridge.
Reserve your tickets early ($18.00) at 852-3925, 8527128, 985-3976.
Wed, Apr. 10, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, Glasgow. 9+km; Moderate pace;
2.5hrs. Hike Glasgow loop trail to Goodwood side-trail.
No pets please. Meet in Glasgow parking lot, east side
of Conc 2, just south of Webb Rd, approx 3.8 km south
of Hwy 47. Contact: Lynne Bussey at 905-839-8116
(between 8:30 AM and 9:00 PM).
Fri, Apr. 12, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike Walker Woods.10+km; Fast pace;
2+hrs. Loop hike, some hilly sections. Meet at parking
area on west side of Uxbridge 7th Conc, 2 km south of
Durham Rd 21. Contact: Russ Burton at 905-830-2862.
Fri., Apr. 12 Uxbridge Networking Group Noon
to 1:30pm, Scrambles at the Foxbridge Golf Club (South
Course). Guest Speaker: Lisa Adams, Writer.
Sat, Apr. 13, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike:
Al Shaw Side Trail 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Meet at the entrance on the west

Tiger Talk
Returning to the Roots
by Michelle McNally
Traveling back in time is not as hard as
you think. No need for a time
machine, Uxbridge is providing the
opportunity to revisit the best
moments of your youth this summer.
In celebration of Uxbridge Secondary
School's birthday and progressing renovations to the school building, the
community is making room for USS's
90th High School Reunion. From
June 21st to 23rd, Uxbridge graduates
from all years will have the chance to
reunite, rekindle, and reminisce with
old memories with the help of the best
of entertainment this town has to
offer.
For hundreds, if not thousands, of
previous students of USS, high school
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has been the cradle for life-long
friendships, inspiration and perspective; the start of independence and
identity; adventure, on the brink of
adulthood.
“Uxbridge Secondary School has
always been a fine school. My experience was very positive,” beams former
vice-principal Ray Newton, a USS veteran who served an incredible 27 years
in the school.
For '84 graduate, Sherry
Doodchenko, USS was a place to
embrace hobbies. “I enjoyed my high
school years. They were positive.
Yearbook was my thing, and the
choir.”
After nearly a year and a half of planning and preparation, the organization committee, consisting of past
staff and students like Sherry and Ray,
is now in the process of adding the last
minute touches to this summer's
reunion, the first one in the last fifteen
years. In preparation for the arrival of
the 100th reunion in 2023, the USS
90th reunion is setting the benchmark.
“If we did a reunion now, then it
would get people thinking about it,”
explains Sherry. “Plus, there are some
key people that have been there a long
time who are getting up in years.”
Complete with fine food, good tunes
and old friends, the 90th
reunion binds together
both the spirit of the
school and the students.
To start, those that have
registered for the reunion
are able to swing by the
school on Friday the 21st
to collect their registration
packages. While doing so,
they may tour the school
or enjoy the company of
the performances of the
current school band. On
Saturday morning, the

Sat., Apr. 13, 8 PM, Greenbank Folk Music
Society presents Corin Raymond and the
Sundowners. Greenbank Centennial Hall. Tickets
$25 at Blue Heron Books.
Sun, Apr.14, 10:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike Al Shaw Side Trail, 10km;
Moderate pace; 2.5hrs. Forest trail and some road and
hills. Bring lunch and drinks. Dress for the weather. Meet
at roadside parking, Brock Rd and Albright Rd. Contact:
Grace at 905-263-4340.

UPCOMING
Mon., Apr. 15 Support Your Local Sweet
Adelines! How? By attending our FREE Dress
Rehearsal from 8-9:00 PM, at the Uxbridge Music Hall.
Tues., Apr. 16 12:00 Noon
Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Pot Luck Lunch Please bring a Main
Course OR a Dessert and your dishes. Entertainment:
Barb Hughes will play her accordion. New Members
Welcome $10.00 pp per year.
Tues., Apr. 16 The Zephyr United Church is having its
Oyster/Ham/Scalloped Potato Dinner from
4:30-7:30 at the Zephyr Community Hall. The cost is
18.00 per adult and 6:00 for children 12 and under,
and toddlers are free. There will be lots of home made
desserts and salads.
Wed, Apr. 17, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike Glen Major, 16+km; Moderate to
Fast pace; 4+hrs. Loop hike, some hilly sections, lunch
on the trail. Meet at parking area on east side of
Uxbridge 6th Conc, 5.5 km south of Durham Rd 21 or
1.5 km north of Uxbridge-Pickering town line. Contact:
Russ Burton at 905-830-2862.
Wed., Apr. 17 @ 7:30 pm. Fashion Show featuring Tan Jay Fashions hosted by Sunland Chapter of the

22nd, there will a morning opening
ceremony joined with a presentation
by band and choir, followed by a production from the high school drama
club. The opening ceremony will not
only introduce the new building additions to the school, but also announce
the inductions to the USS Athletic
Wall of Fame. Preceding the opening,
a reunion golf tournament will take
place at Foxbridge Golf Course. After
dark, the Uxbridge Arena will host a
pub night event, sponsored by The
Bonner Boys and The Gorgons. The
INN Crowd DJ's from the '60's will
also make an appearance.
The most personal elements of the
reunion can be found within the
school rooms themselves. Years of
memorabilia have been building in the
offices of PharmaSave and Brian J.
Evans Financial services, all gathered
to contribute to the Decade rooms
that will be on display during the
reunion. Yearbooks, school jerseys,
sports equipment, and old music
sheets alike will be exhibited in classrooms for previous students to muse
over. An art fair will also be on the
side, showcasing the works of present
and established USS artists.
“The reunion gives a sense of completion. I have the opportunity to see
former students who have now retired,
and greet old colleagues,” explains Ray
Newton. Like many others, Ray
intently awaits the days were he can
catch up with his former pupils and
greet the new ones. Online, a network
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Order of Eastern Star at the Sunderland Town Hall at
7:30 pm. Tickets $10.00. Door prizes and refreshments.
Proceeds to Precious Minds. For tickets phone 905-8525083.
Thur., Apr. 18 Ham Dinner with all the works including maple syrup! Join us at the Goodwood
Community Centre from 4:30 pm for a delicious welcome to spring with ham, scalloped potatoes, dessert,
beverage and lots of friendly chatter. How much? Just
$15!!! Can't beat that!!
Thurs., Apr. 18 Uxbridge Genealogy Group
7:00 PM in the Lower Hall of Uxbridge Library.
Admission $2.00, 50/50 draw. Local genealogist will
disclose how to find and use the less common and harder to access resources available in your family search.
All welcome, to learn more or share.
Fri., Apr. 19 Tai Chi Open House i9am to
11:30am, Uxbridge Seniors' Centre. Includes a Tai Chi
demonstration & a short video. Followed by refreshments.
Fri., Apr. 19 Blood Donor Clinic Seniors Centre
1:30-7 p.m.
Apr. 19-21 Creation Weekend Goodwood Baptist
Church in Goodwood Ont. Home of the Creation
Research Museum of Ontario. Participate in a fossil hunt.
Free admittance to the museum for the whole weekend!
Sat. April 20 7:30pm History of Zephyr by Allan
McGillivray. Old pictures of Zephyr compared to new
pictures of Zephyr and music performance by the
McGillivray family. $5.00 per person OR $10 per family.

2013

ONGOING
Adult (18 and over) Pick up Basketball Men
and women welcome. We are playing at St Paul's
Leaskdale church building Thursday from 7pm till 9pm...
or we're tired. Contact jimhoneyford@hotmail.com
DRUMMING: "Ladybeat"
Women's
Community Drum Circle, welcomes beginner and
experienced drummers. Drums available if you don't
have your own. Monday evenings 8 till 9. Spring
Session: March 25 to April 29. For info and registration, contact Anne Webb, lwccmissions@hotmail.com
Every Wednesday, 8:30 am to 11:30am, Free Early
Learning programs are now available at Joseph Gould
PS, call DFRFR 905-862-3131 for more details or see
calendars on the website, durhamfamilyresoruces.org.
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open Wednesdays 14 p.m. for those requiring assistance. All donations are
always appreciated. Current needs include: Instant
Coffee, Tea, Ketchup, Peanut Butter, Tuna/Hamburger
Helper, Canned Fruit, Toothpaste, Soap, Shampoo. Tax
receipts are issued for Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church Monday to Friday 9 a.m.noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good spring clothing. Proceeds
to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to mention,
please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or
905-852-1900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Sat, Apr. 20, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Hike or snowshoe. Meet at the
entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc., 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton at 905-8302862.

of classmates has sprung up, and students who have been apart for many
years are now rallying and meeting up
before the party has even started.
“The challenges of it all are getting it
out to people, getting it publicized,
letting people know it’s happening.
However, it's easier this time, as
opposed to before, with the internet,”
explains Sherry. “There's lots of
Facebook stuff going on and people
making use of their email to try and
spread the word.”
Until the 90th reunion officially
kicks off, the organization committee
is still collecting school memorabilia

for the Decade rooms. Donations can
be dropped off at Uxbridge Secondary
School, PharmaSave, and Brain J.
Evans Financial Services. There is still
time to register for the reunion, so
head over to USS with check in hand,
or hop online to www.uss90.com, and
grab a ticket. Tickets range from $15
to $30 each.
With only a couple of months to go,
the excitement is building for the 90th
USS reunion. It is not to be missed,
after all, as Sherry says, “I think it's an
excuse to come back to your roots, and
see where everybody is at.”
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A spring awakening on Brock Street
batches” says Moore. “Consider it
artisanal ice cream.” The flavour
Uxbridge is already blessed with a choices are endless but Moore
wonderful collection of small inde- intends to begin with hazelnut, pistapendent businesses that are as unique chio, caramel, coconut as well as the
as the owners who run them. An ever popular vanilla and chocolate.
award winning gluten-free bakery, an There will also be a lemon sorbetto
almost-a-fromagerie kitchen store that contains no dairy but has the
with a passionate cook at the helm, a same smooth consistence as gelato.
Moore initially became interested in
swag-bag included purveyor of
making
American ice cream but once
organic skin care and organic cleanhe
learned
how to make gelato “there
ing products, the best independent
bookseller in Canada, the most was no turning back.” Moore is a
incredible independent movie house, local pharmacist who views the scigift, jewellery, clothing, and chil- ence of ice cream making as just
dren’s stores extraordinare. And that another type of chemistry – the
collection is on the cusp of another ingredients are just different. He
growth spurt. An expanded choice of combined a birthday trip to Las
ice cream – how can that be bad? A Vegas with a special course on ice
successful clothing store making a cream making and has since taken
move and bringing new lines of more classes in Woodbridge. Of the
clothing to offer more choice. An combination of sugar, dairy, fat and
organic market where food matters is air he says “it’s all chemistry.” And
a way of life and there is a commit- there is a scientific reason why gelato
ment to work with local agriculture is tastier than American ice cream.
“It has only a 30% overrun and a
to expand opportunities. A successful
florist shop changing hands but butter fat content of about 3.5 perkeeping its roots firmly planted in cent,” says Moore. In comparison
the Brock St. asphalt. In the coming American ice cream has 100% overmonth there will be several changes run and a butter fat content of 8 –
along the Brock Street corridor that 14%. The term overrun refers to the
will extend our shopping pleasures – change in volume from ingredients
for the foodie, the health fanatic, the to end product. American ice cream
fashionista, the flower aficionado and doubles in volume and this dilutes
the taste, whereas gelato only increasthe frugal shoppers among us.
“It is my hobby gone viral,” says es by 30% and thus retains a more
Bob Moore of his gelato and juice bar concentrated flavour. The butter fat
business. The Perfect Scoop in the content has a direct effect on the
former Rogers location will serve taste.
“Butter fat coats the tongue and in
gelato, which for the uninitiated is a
effect
prevents the detection of
wonder of the palate known as Italian
flavour,
so the gelato’s lower butter
ice cream. “Our gelato will be made
fat
content
lead to a more intense
in house from scratch, in small
flavour.”
The business will also
have a juice bar that
will serve juice made
on site from 100%
crushed fruit with no
sugar added. “We will
have 15 flavours and
unlike pop or slushies
there will be no empty
calories.” Moore and
Builder of Fine Custom Homes
his wife, Kathy, are in
Renovations & Additions
the final stages of
Specializing in Carpentry
preparing the 11 Brock
Get it in Writing from Chris!
St. W. location and are
looking forward to a
905-862-0040
cbfoursquare@aol.com
mid-April opening.
A rose by any other
name would smell as
sweet, and so it will be
as La Petite Fleur has

by Shelagh Damus

Four Square
Construction

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

been sold to Branching Out, a florist
chain with stores in Cannington and
Port Perry.
“The shop will remain a full service
flower shop and gift store,” says
Heather Benjamin, outgoing owner
of the 43 Brock St. W. store.
Benjamin says that her “choice to sell
came out of opportunities that presented themselves that [she] couldn’t
turn down. The lure of trying something new speaks to [her] spirit as an
entrepreneur.” Benjamin and her
husband, Shaun will be managing
Silver Eagle Cottages on Eagle Lake
from May until Thanksgiving. When
they return in the fall, Benjamin,
under her newly established ‘B’
Design logo will teach classes
in Floral Design in the Blue
Heron Studio. With its final
day behind it, La Petite Fleur
is no more; it will return
under its new banner in
mid-April.
In the case of the nearly two
year old Sue Sue Boutique,
there is no change of owners,
just a change of location.
The clothing store is in the
process of moving into 86
Brock St. W. The new space is above
The Tin Cup Caffe. The store is a
joint venture between Deborah Liske
and her parents Susan and Evan.
“We have possession of the new
place and are in the process of constructing the new store.” They are
working to be open for April 20th
where the store reopening can piggy
back on the BIA planned Earth Day
celebrations. For Earth Day the store
will be promoting one their newer
lines of clothing - Ten Tree Apparel.
“Ten Tree is a Saskatchewan company that plants 10 trees for every item
sold,” says the younger Liske. The
Ten Tree company was featured on
Dragons’ Den this past season. “They
won their pitch and now have a couple of Dragons behind them.”
Deborah Liske says, “It’s a cool idea
that is doing well for Ten Tree and for
us.”
The Sue Sue Boutique has “a youthful vibe” says Liske. It is popular with
a broad range of shoppers, from
teenagers to “my mother’s generation.” It is a store for those who are
looking for something different. We
carry clothing that you would “more
likely find down on Queen Street” in
Toronto. “What we carry you don’t
find in the mall,” says Liske. In addition to Ten Tree the boutique offers
clothing from west coast suppliers
Gentle Fawn, Mia Melon and Three
Stone as well as Pink Martini from
Toronto. Look for a Grand ReOpening that will take place a little
later in the spring.
Teddy’s Organic Market is the logical extension of Ted Eng’s life long
relationship with farming. “I was
born on the farm, raised on the farm
and I am entering my fortieth year as
a farmer,” says Eng. By opening the
Organic Market, Eng is bringing

something unique to Ontario – a
farm-run, fully organic grocery
store. The direct to store approach
“eliminates layers of middle men” for
the vegetables and few fruits that are
grown by Eng’s Zephyr Organics
farm.
The family farm is a 165 acre parcel
of farm land with three acres of hoop
houses (a variation of a greenhouse)
producing what Eng calls the “A – Z
of farming.” Over the eight month
growing season, “the farm produces
everything from asparagus to zucchini, and has a thriving CSA program.”
The farm employs 25 people through
the summer, and has six permanent
employees. The organic market will

add to both these numbers as well as
provide opportunities for other
organic farmers in the area. Eng’s
intention is to “promote local selfsustaining, organic agriculture, to
creating wealth and employment” for
the local agricultural community.
There is a hierarchy to his product
acquisitions.
“I will buy local first,” says Eng who
is looking to make arrangements
with local organic farmers, both
small and large. Next he will look to
regional suppliers, then within the
province, then nationally, then the
US and finally internationally.
The store will harken back to a simpler time. “Pre-1950’s everything was
organic,” says Eng. Teddy’s Organic
Market will be just that – everything
will be organic. “There will be a
lunch counter where fully organic
sandwiches, soups and salads will be
served.”
On-site parking is limited, but there
is plenty available along Main Street
beside the 2 Brock St. W. location. In
another nod to the way things were
in 1950, Eng intends on offering a
full service grocery experience with
staff trained to carry out purchases
for customers.
The elimination of the middle man

will help with prices of organic vegetables, but one needs to consider the
costs of growing an organic product.
“It costs $10 -15 to spray an acre of
land, while it costs $1000 - $2000 to
weed the same.”
The store is schedule for a soft opening on April 16th – “time to get a few
of the bugs out of the system,” before
the grand opening on May 1st .
In a full circle moment, 54 Brock
St. W. is being refurbished to once
again house a dollar store. The
Dollar Store & Beyond is gearing
up to supply Uxbridge’s party supply
needs, as well as household items for
the budget conscious shopper.
There are store fronts that remain
empty – a blight on our
downtown landscape (more
on that next week in the
Cosmos). The economic
health of our community is
held in a series of checks and
balances that begin with the
health of our independent
businesses. Within our community we have the power to
stave off the horrific devastation experienced by so many
communities south of the
border and within the confines of our
own nation. The task is neither huge
nor expensive.
We simply need to divert a small
portion of our weekly budget to our
small independent businesses. That
money invested in excellent products, served up with quality customer
service will fuel the local economy.
Those store owners will buy promotional materials from home grown
graphic artists, and insurance from
local purveyors, their signage will be
sourced nearby etc. etc. The economic loops are endless. Each dollar spent
will go out into the community and
recycle itself again and again.
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
HOME
OFFICE
COTTAGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?

905-852-2275

9269 3rd Concession

Give me a call - No job too small

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

stanski@sympatico.ca

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

PHILLIPS
& SONS
PLUMBING

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
416-995-9544
phillipsryan463@gmail.com

BIG OR SMALL WE PAINT THEM ALL!
FOR A QUOTE, CALL MIKE
AT

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

905 852 1836.

Classified
Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,
microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos,
cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos,
lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO
BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out
sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-9529844 or 905-473-1907. 3/28
Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“You, Lord, are my
shepherd. I will never
be in need.”
- Psalms 23:1
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom Decks
and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms,
Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls.
Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Home
Improvements & Renovations. Specializing in Custom
Designed Solutions. Call Steve at Northwood Home
Services ... 905-852-1750. 4/25
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day
and
overnight care, your house or ours, no crates or kennels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only. 905-8524454. 4/25
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years teaching
experience. Call David at 905-862-2812. 4/11
CANNINGTON DENTAL is pleased to announce
Amanda Bolle, registered denturist has joined the
team. Please call 705-432-2322 for an appointment.
5/9
K9’S IN KAHOOTS – Puppy Starter Classes for
puppies 12-18 weeks, Monday evenings @ 7pm.
Beginner Obedience – 5 months & older,
Wednesday evenings @ 7pm. Intro to Agility for
Fun!! Starts 3rd week of May, Thursday evenings @
7pm. Call or email now to reserve a spot or for more
information. 6389 Main Street, Stouffville, (905)
642-8289, www.k9sinkahoots.com 4/18
RETIRED CABINET MAKER / CARPENTER: Can
install pull-outs in your kitchen cabinets, also crown
molding, potlights. Please call Robby, 705-228-8551.
4/4
ATTENTION TEENS! Hate braces but want a gorgeous smile? Customized, invisible treatments are
available. Ask about out payment plans! 905-6551911 / 905-852-6477. 4/4
CALLING ALL ADULTS AND SENIORS! It's never
too late to get that beautiful smile! Customized
Invisalign Treatments available for you! 905-655-

1911 / 905-852-6477. 4/4
SNORING CAN BE HARMFUL TO YOUR
HEALTH! We can help! Custom, affordable dental
appliances are available. No CPAP! Call now: 1-800982-0416. 4/4
PAINTING: Brad Paints - residential painting and
repairs. Call or email 647-233-4492 bdanielspaints@gmail.com 4/11
PROVIDING BEST MORTGAGE RATES AND
SERVICE for Uxbridge & area for over 10 years.
www.uxbridge-mortgages.ca
caroline.walker@migroup.ca (905) 852-5136. 4/4
KEEP YOUR OLD PC OUT OF THE LANDFILL:
Breath new life back into your PC. Find out how
www.it-consult.ca/GreenApple jim@it-consult.ca
4/4
GENERAL CLEANING: 25 hours per week available. 416-540-8637. 4/4
HOME SPRING IMPROVEMENTS: Plumbing
installation & repair, carpentry, drywall repairs, celing, stucco, vinyl flooring, ceramic, window installation & caulking, painting interior/exterior, small electric repair. 905-852-1424. 4/18
YOUNG ATHLETES: Structured, innovative and
fun golf coaching programs are available in Uxbridge
- New, comprehensive, programs for 2013 designed
for boys and girls aged 10-14yrs who are looking
to develop skills in golf. Contact Jon Roy to discuss:
416-735-9313 - jonroygolf@outlook.com 4/25
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca Your local Uxbridge
professional. OAHI registered. Pre-purchase, pre-list,
commercial and residential inspections. We do it right.
416-567-4282. 4/25

work. Call after 6 p.m. 905-852-5482. 4/11
For Sale
CIVIL WAR BOOKS: Extensive collection of books
on American Civil War. Must see. Make me an offer.
905-852-1900. 4/4
FENCE WIRE, HAULER: Might accept work as payment. 905-852-7634. 4/11
For Rent
CLEAN, QUIET, OPEN SPACE, suitable for yoga or
taichi classes. Central location. Mostly daytime
hours. Reasonable rates. Call 905-852-5986. 4/4
BARN now available. Goodwood Area. 7 large stalls,
tack room, large hay/shaving storage area, 5 large
paddocks with double fencing, 2 shelters, indoor
arena/outdoor riding ring. Trails across the street.
Will lease complete facility and/or individual stalls.
For appointment call Darren @ 647-522-7764. 4/4
TWO ACRE HAYFIELD: Fenced, scenic, trees, privacy, groomed pasture. 905-852-7634. 4/11
TWO-BEDROOM BASEMENT APARTMENT:
Country home, Ashburn. $750 inclusive. No smoking, no pets. Ideal for one person. 905-655-3004.
4/11
Lost
MEDIC ALERT BRACELET: In Uxbridge. Gold,
with engraving on back, lost March 18-28. If found,
please contact Jacqueline at 905-852-0651. 4/11

Wanted
HELP WANTED: Hairdressing apprenticeship available at Artistic Hair Stop - Uxbridge. Only hard-working team players needed. 905-852-7391. 4/11
BE YOUR OWN BOSS only $10.
AVON, call
Linda 905 557 0070. lindadh@rogers.com 5/30
MERRY MAIDS IS HIRING CLEANERS. Parttime, leading to full-time. Monday to Friday (no
evenings or weekends). Must have a car and be
bondable. Please call 905-852-7743. 4/11
BARN ROOFER - Call 905-852-7634. 4/11
BABYSITTER WANTED: 1-2 mornings per week
for 1.5-2hrs, start time 7:00am. Coral Creek area.
Call Mike 416-768-0053. 4/11
STUDENT NEEDED to cut grass once a week and
other small odd jobs at my home. $12/hr. No heavy

ENERGY STAR
WINDOWS AND DOORS
Authorized Dealer
10% Discount Until Apr 30!

905-852-6610
mmconstruction@powergate.ca
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One Way of Looking At It
with Jai Darshanand
Of Mice and Me
I don’t like mice. They probably don’t
like me either, judging by the number
whose mortal existence I’ve terminated. I’m not alone in my dislike of these
creatures and it’s their own fault
because they have the ability to spread
disease, to damage furniture and to
grow up to become Disney stars. But
they’re not as bad as rats, some of
whom become politicians; it’s a question of nature versus nurture, I suppose.
Every few years I become a target. I
can picture them at their annual general meeting, gathered to select potential
victims and when it’s difficult to fill
the quota, they fall back on their
perennial favorite, me. “Let’s try him
again; is he a man of substance or is he
a man of straw?” Once more they
select their best boys for the job and
dispatch them forthwith to my
address. Since the Pied Piper fiasco,
the organization has undergone widespread changes and new victims are no
longer randomly selected. As a struggling guitarist, there was no way I
could lead any kind of organized uprising, so I fit the bill nicely.
One recent morning at 4:30 am, I
saw evidence that the game was afoot.
As I switched on the kitchen light and
made my way to the coffee maker, I
noticed remnants of the previous
evening’s supper had made their way
out of the garbage can and lay strewn
across the floor. Then I heard a sound,
reminiscent of the shower scene music
from Hitchcock’s “Psycho” but I
calmed down somewhat when I realized the screeching was all in my head.
Now completely awake, heart pounding, and with my fight or flight mechanism in flight mode, my thoughts
raced: how many were there? How

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

long had they been here? How did
they gain entry and most important,
how big were they?
The human brain has an uncanny
ability to recall random information
when faced with appropriate stimuli.
My mind raced in many directions,
from the memory of the squirrels that
set up residence in the soffit outside
my bedroom last year to the incident
where a bat flapped into the house
while I was reading the French version
of Bram Stoker’s Dracula, and why the
hell does the French word for smile so
resemble the word for mouse? Instant
flashback to a conversation with my
next door neighbor boasting that he
never gets mice because he has a cat,
and my realization that the nearest I
am to having a cat in the house, is my
wife, a Leo, still sound asleep upstairs,
totally oblivious to the horrific invasion downstairs.
I can’t decide which is worse, a live
mouse or a dead one. Why do these
beasts inspire so much dread? I found
a few mousetraps but I could not
remember how to arm them. The solution of course, was just a few mouse
clicks away on YouTube. My spirits
lifted a bit but as I prepared the traps,
I thought about the inevitable disposal
of the bodies. The last time, I used a
snow shovel to scoop it up and
dumped the cadaver in a shoe box
which I then dropped into a garbage
bag after securing the lid with an elastic band. With three traps set, we went
off, my wife and I, to earn our daily
bread, which no doubt we would have

to share with our new house
guests unless we got rid of
them. All day long as I toiled
at the office, I could not help
anticipating yet dreading my
return home. What would
we find? On the one hand, I
hoped we wouldn’t find anything because that would
mean no corpses to dispose
of, but on the other hand if
we didn’t catch them, the
reign of terror would continue.
On my arrival, I tiptoed to the
kitchen. All was quiet as a mouse. The
traps were all intact. For a split second
I entertained the idea they had left
without saying goodbye but no, this
was all part of the strategy; they would
strike again when we least expected it.
During dinner I kept glancing nervously at the floor, at the corners of the
room, at the ceiling, everywhere; I
jumped every time the fridge cycled on
and off.
The following morning at 4:30 am I
crept downstairs. One trap had been
triggered, the bait taken. The second
trap was still intact but the third was
upside down and held, in a deadly
grip, the remains of a casualty of war.
My wife did not see me scoop up the
carcass with a dust pan; her eyes were
tightly closed as she held a garbage
bag wide open. The next day I bagged
a second victim and the traps have
been sitting untouched ever since. All
is well again. Until it isn’t.

The chaos at the annual Easter Egg
Hunt at Barton Farms.
Photo by John Cavers.

Letters to the Editor
Once again Easter has arrived, along with chocolate bunnies and eggs, and all
the home-made and store-bought goodies we all enjoy. We each have our
favourites so they don't need to be listed here.
This past Thursday evening just before supper, I heard an unusual commotion going on out in the second floor hallway of our apartment building, and
being a very curious person, I opened the door to have a look. Nope - it definitely wasn't Santa and his reindeer. But it was just as good a treat.
It was the "Roxy Kids Easter Bunnies" come to deliver their annual handdecorated baskets with tiny chocolate eggs nestled inside. There they came
down the hall, through our building giggling excitedly, and knocking on each
door with their delightful baskets of goodies and also their charming smiles.
Every year these children are organized and taught how to make these lovely baskets to be delivered to seniors in Uxbridge. What a generous, kind and
thoughtful idea that originated from the owners of the Roxy Theatre.
So on behalf of the seniors in our building at Perry Street, I'd like to say a
great big THANK YOU to each one of the boys and girls who participated in
this venture - and to the adults who led the way. It's always a heart-warming surprise to hear that knock on the door announcing that the Easter
Bunny is here again. And every year I seem to forget this tradition till it's
upon us; thanks again, it is much
appreciated.
Oh yes, before I forget, for those
folks who need to know that Easter is
not just about the commercial value,
most of us are very aware of the spiritual value it holds. Wishing everyone
a true and HAPPY EASTER.

a ghostly comedy by Noel Coward

Coreen Villemere
Uxbridge

Directed by Michael Clipperton
Produced by Cheryl Atwood and Laurie Jess

UXBRIDGE MUSIC HALL
Thursday April 4 - Saturday April 6 8:00 pm
Thursday April 11 - Saturday April 13 8:00 pm
Matinee Performance Saturday April 13 3:00 pm

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

In Memoriam

VIOLET E. LINTON
In loving memory of a dear mother and grandmother
passed away ten years ago, April 1, 2003.

Sadly missed along life’s way,
Quietly remembered every day.

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for Blithe Spirit at the Music Hall. Last week’s
viewpoint (bottom photo) is the east wall of La

Forever in our hearts...
John, Matt and Nina

Petite Fleur. It was guessed by James Doxsee of
Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to the upper photo
next week. Photos by Conrad Boyce.

NEW TICKET LOCATION AT
LITTLE ACORN,
Brock & Spruce St. corner
or
Online at www.onstageuxbridge.com
or
Call 905-904-0895

Presented by Special Arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH INC.

FOR OUR LATEST SPECIALS, SEE OUR WEBSITE:

www.themeatmerchant.ca

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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The Nature Nut
with Nancy Melcher
You are far more likely to hear a Spring
Peeper than to see one. These tiny
amphibians are tan or brown in colour
with a dark cross forming a rough X on
their backs. They are one of the smallest frogs, ranging in size from 1 cm to
3.5 cm in body length. That's about the
same as a paper clip: two or three could
cuddle in a soup spoon. They eat insects
(beetles, ants, mosquitoes, flies) and spiders, and in turn are food for snakes,
skunks and larger frogs.
The call of the Spring Peeper, when
heard from a distance, is said to resemble the sound of sleigh bells. For anyone
who's had the experience of hearing a
crescendo of these tiny frogs up close,
“deafening” is the word more closely
associated with them. With spring
weather a short hop away, your Nature
Nut eagerly anticipates their emergence
from their winter hibernation in the soil
beside nearby woodland ponds and wet
areas.
Most active at night, Spring Peepers get
their name from the loud calls they
make from the vegetation beside the
pond. Considering they are so tiny,
what they lack in size they more than
make up for in sound. Their calls can be
heard from a distance of over half a kilometre.
It's the males making all the noise,

claiming their territory and advertising for a female.
These little guys
make a highpitched note, similar to a baby chicken
but MUCH louder, repeated at one-second intervals. When a few are in your
neighbourhood, it's a pleasant evening
sound: trying to sleep with a couple of
dozen nearby can be a challenge until
you grow accustomed to the racket.
Once the female selects a mate, they
enter the water together. The female lays
up to 900 eggs, upon which the male
deposits sperm for fertilization. The
eggs hatch in about a week, and the
transformation from tadpoles to froglets
takes a couple of months.
Warm sunny days lead to green leaves
and flowers. Soon the tiny frogs with
stentorian voices will holler “SPRING
IS HERE!” Be sure to get out one
evening soon: a walk near one of the
town ponds is all you will need to do to
have that message hit home, loud and
clear!
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Goodwood News
with Bev Northeast
We had Easter on the weekend and robins were
in the yard, so spring is officially here.
We have a lot of exciting news happening in
Goodwood, the Baptist Church, Gospel Hall,
Romini's store, are all planning on establishing
the shadow boxes on the buildings for visitors to
our community to read about the history and the
present day activities in these buildings.
Also a new form of sports for our 15-18 year
olds called the Sports Circle is being planned, if
enough youth are interested in joining. The
Sports Circle is to a chance to play baseball, volleyball, tennis, basketball, so if you are interested
please contact Paul at 416-580-8882 or myself at
905-640-3966 or bnortheast@powergate.ca
Mark April 18 on your calendar for the United
church Ham Supper at the Community Centre
at 4:30pm for just $15.00, a chance to see your
friends and neighbors & enjoy a home cooked

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
April
is
Cancer
Month.
Canvassers will be visiting locally.
Please support them as you are
able. Funds raised in door-to-door
contributions go in part to reimburse cancer drivers, who transport
patients to hospitals for consultation and treatment.
Sunland Chapter, Order of the
Eastern Star, is presenting a
Fashion Show of Tan Jay clothing
at Sunderland Town Hall on Wed.
Apr. 17 @ 7:30 p.m. You are invited to come and see what's new for
Spring, and support this group,

dinner.
The Baptist Church is holding Creation
Weekend on April 19-21 with special speakers
from the Creation Science Museum of Canada.
There will also be a fossil hunt to identity and
collect your own fossils as well as “The Rock
Pile”, for free minerals and fossils from around
Ontario. This is an exciting weekend, for times
and more information visit www.creationweekend2013.weebly.com
The Gospel hall will be holding Sunday services at 11:00am with Sunday school and Bible
reading.
At the Community Centre Zumba is on Tues
and Thurs nights and we have our Talent Show
on May 15 and if you are interested in entertaining please give me a call as we are booking up
with dancing & singing so come out and be part
of a fun night.
Thank you for obeying the speed limit and
please continue to feed the birds until the weather is a little warmer.

many from the Leaskdale area.
Stan Taylor was in Houston TX
at the Johnson Space Centre in
early February. He conducted a
workshop for educators and engineers, teaching them how to make
a miniature, pneumatically controlled Canadarm. Mr. Taylor's
book 'Taylor's Pneumatic Toys' is
available for purchase at Leaskdale
Country Store.
Our sympathy is extended to the
Rushlow families, Scott, Dean,
Brett, and Bryan, on the recent
passing of their father, Jim
Rushlow, of Barrie. A funeral service took place there last Thursday.
Men's Breakfast at St.Paul's
Leaskdale will be on Sat. Apr. 6 @
8:30 a.m. Come for a hearty meal

and fellowship with friends.
Sincere condolences to Linda
Luke and family on the sudden
death of her daughter, Andrea
Smith, of Oshawa. A memorial
service is being held on Thu. Apr.
4 (today) at Low and Low Funeral
Home in Uxbridge.
Leaskdale W.A. will meet on
Wed. Apr. 17 @ 1:30 p.m. at the
church. The Chung Family will be
giving a further demonstration of
Tai Chi, and explaining its benefits
for good health. Group 1 is in
charge.
Just a reminder to all dog lovers!
When walking your pets, please
stoop and scoop. Your friends and
neighbours will appreciate your
efforts.

