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12 ANGRY MEN - Things get heated in the jury room of a 1950’s court house, as the members debate the fate of a young man accused of murder. The classic drama, the final production of the season from OnStage
Uxbridge, opens tonight at the Uxbridge Music Hall. For more photos, see page 6.
Photo by Stuart Blower.
Painted Turtle, Bass Pond by Renee Leahy
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for April
Monday, April 9th
NO MEETING - EASTER MONDAY
Monday, April 16th
9:30 a.m.
COMMITTEE
Tuesday, April 17th
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Monday, April 23rd
7:00 p.m.
COUNCIL

HUCK FINN
10TH ANNUAL
YOUTH FISHING
DAY!
Saturday April 28th
at Elgin Pond in Uxbridge
Parade at 9:15 am and
Fishing from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.

This is a completely free event
for all participating youth.

PUBLIC MEETING
MASTER FIRE PLAN
APRIL 12, 2012
7:00 PM
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
UXBRIDGE, ONTARIO

BIA WEBSITE
Qualified companies and individuals are
invited to submit quotes for designing the
Uxbridge Business Improvement Area
(BIA)'s new web site. We are looking for a
complete web site that is versatile, easy to
use, easy to change, expandable and back
end user friendly.
You must start with an original, appealing,
professional design which reflects a new,
progressive and highly active business
group. Social media integration is a must
and will include user sign ups to our
“Constant Contact” newsletter on our
home page. The home page will also
include scrolling snippets of our Facebook
and Twitter accounts, as these social
media will be the main location of our
events and current news. SEO is required
and updated as technology allows and
accessible by BIA staff. The web site will
be cross-platform compatible. Initial training will be included and ongoing training,
chargeable updates and per hour consultation prices will be submitted.
We require a list of your first web site and,
chronologically, your last 5 websites, as
visual references Four ( 4) domain names
will need to be transferred to us. Hosting
will be provided by the BIA. We will be
able to upload various media. Newsletters
will be accessible from the home page.
Navigation will be typical, natural and obvious; you will recognize that our audience
will have every level of computer expertise.
At a minimum, the following pages will be
included: Home, BIA Executive, and interactive and user friendly business database
easily search-able by category and business name, accommodations, restaurants,
parking and contacts.
Please submit quotes to Melanie
Thornber at
businessfacilitator@uxbridgebia.ca

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Please be advised Main Street will be
closed from Mill Street to Elgin Park Drive
for the event from 8:30 am - 1:00 pm. The
street will be fully occupied with booths,
families and volunteers.

UXBRIDGE BUSINESS
IMPROVEMENT AREA
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Representatives from Dillon Consulting
Limited will provide an overview of the
Master Fire Planning Process. This
process will provide a clear understanding of the existing and future requirements of the fire department by setting
key objectives and performance measures. Citizens are encouraged to attend
and participate in the Planning Session.
Any questions, please contact Fire
Chief Scott Richardson at 905-852-3393
or email:
srichardson@town.uxbridge.on.ca

VOLUNTEERS OF UXBRIDGE!
Need Volunteers for:
• UXBRIDGE HALF MARATHON:
Sunday April 22 at Wooden Sticks,
and Saturday April 21 for Volunteer
Training.
• RELAY FOR LIFE, ELGIN PARK:
Friday June 8 and Saturday June 9
To register as a Volunteer of Uxbridge,
and to assist in local Uxbridge events that
interest you, please email Rebecca
Harman camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca or
call 852-7831 Follow us on Twitter
@VolunteersUx

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

PUBLIC TENDER
TENDER NO. U12-10
CEILING REPLACEMENT AT
GOODWOOD HALL
Tenders may be picked up at the Municipal
Office, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario for the ceiling replacement at the
Goodwood Hall. Tenders will be received
until Friday April 20th, 2012 at 2pm.

TENDER NO. U12-16
ROOF REPLACEMENT AT
UXBRIDGE POLICE STATION,
34 BROCK STREET WEST
Sealed tenders will be received by the undersigned for the above no later than 2:00 PM
(local time): Thursday, April 26, 2012.
Mandatory site visit at 34 Brock Street
West, Uxbridge is scheduled on Thursday
April 19, 2012 at 10:00 am.
Only tenders received from bidders who
attend the site visit shall be considered.
Tendering documents to be picked up at The
Town of Uxbridge.
- Debbie Leroux, Clerk

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

AS WE SEE IT…
Travelogue: BHUTAN
Wed. Apr. 25, 1-2:30 pm.
Visit the isolated and remote kingdom
referred to as the Land of the Thunder
Dragon. Only a limited number of tourists are
allowed entrance to this intriguing landscape,
where Buddhist values permeate the daily life
of the people, and the king attempts to keep
the traditional ways. Join adventurer Yvonne
Harrison and technician husband Gary, working as a team to bring travel alive! Pre-registration is not required and admission is free
with coin donations gratefully accepted.

Lowest or any tender
not necessarily accepted.

SERVICE FOR SHUT-INS:

STREET SWEEPING
Street sweeping will be starting in the
upcoming weeks, weather permitting
and will take 6 - 8 weeks to complete.
Please try not to park on the streets during this time. Please leave the sand on
the road as there will not be any special
pick up of sand left in piles or in pails. It
is acceptable to rake any sand that has
accumulated on the boulevard into the
curb and gutter prior to the sweeping of
the street. Any areas that are missed
due to parked cars will be redone after all
sweeping is complete.

If you or someone you know is unable to
physically access the library, and would
like delivery of materials, please contact
Pamela Noble at 905-852-9747,ext. 24.

INDIVIDUAL COMPUTER TRAINING:
One-on-one guidance is available for
your computer needs, regardless of level
of knowledge. Bring your own laptop or
use one of ours! Contact Deanna at 905852-9747,ext.32 or email: deanna_gregorio@uxlib.com for more information.

Below is the schedule for sweeping:
1. N/E corner of town
2. Rural subdivisions and hamlets
3. N/W corner of town
4. S/W corner of town
5. S/E corner of town
6. Town parking lots

Saturday, April 14, 2012
at Wooden Sticks

Authors to be in attendance include:
Terry Fallis & Douglas Gibson
3 Course Dinner with Wine ~ Live Big Band: “Hot Air”
Dancing ~ Silent Auction
$95ticket
www.uxlib.com/BookLoversBall
THANK YOU to our sponsors:

(The town portion is divided into four
areas with Brock & Main Streets as the
centre point.)

ADOPT-A-ROAD PROGRAM
The Township of Uxbridge has introduced an Adopt-A-Road program to
help keep Township rights-of-way
free and clear of garbage and litter.
Volunteers will be required to pick up
litter a minimum of three times per
year between April and November, for
a three year period.
If your group or organization is interesting in participating in this program,
contact Jo Ann Merrick at 905-8529181 ext 202 or visit our website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

PRIMITIVE RUG
HOOKING WORKSHOP
Saturday, April 21,
9:30am to 3:30pm
• Expert instructor Bea Grant, beginner level program
• Take home a complete craft
• Bring a lunch, beverages and snacks provided
• $60 per person, pre-registration required
• Space is limited, register now for this popular program

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Uxbridge Historical Centre
Schoolhouse
Contact: (905) 852-5854 or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca
to register
or for more information.
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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A Cup of Coffee...
For years, John Wilson has been
one of those quiet volunteers, the
ones who spend most of their time
in the background and seldom
have the spotlight on them. Not
that he was never in the spotlight,
as we found out when he joined the
Cosmos for a cup of coffee.
There must be a lot of young adults
and even middle-agers in town who
remember you from the time you
were a teacher. How long did you
teach at Uxbridge Public School?
At least 18 years. I don't know
exactly.
Didn't you also teach at Joseph
Gould for a while?
I started off up in Sunderland, just
after I was married. We decided we
wanted to live in the countryside to
raise kids, so we drew a 50-kilometre radius from Thornhill, where we
lived, and Uxbridge was right on
the perimeter. I ended up teaching
at Sunderland first and then went to
Joseph Gould for two years and the
rest of the time was at UPS. It was
the longest time I ever taught at one
school. It's a great school.
At UPS, you were, for many years,
the music man.
It kind of evolved that way. I love
singing and playing the guitar and
so you just start singing with the
kids in the class and they enjoyed it
a lot. Other teachers felt a little bit

T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 5 t h d 2 0 1 2

with John Wilson

uncomfortable, at times, teaching
music and so we used to trade off
until it became almost full time
with me. When UPS became a K-8
school, (former principal) Rick
Hannah asked me if I was interested
in teaching instrumental music and
so I took a fast course in how to play
the instruments and did that for a
few years. The kids learned the
instruments faster than I did and in
a few weeks they could surpass my
playing. The idea was to just give
them basic instruction and then
they would be off and running.
But you were known for the choirs
you put together.
Those were the highlights of my
years. People say: "Do you ever miss
school?" Not really, after teaching
for 30 years, but I really do miss the
choirs. Some were 120 voices and
three-part harmony. The whole idea
was to sing because you loved to
sing for enjoyment.
But if I'm correct, at that time you
didn't read a note of music, did you?
That's true. I could just read a single line. There's lots of funny stories
about that.
Give me a funny story then.
Well, when I was at this course
learning all the instruments, there
were several lines of music, one for
each different instrument. At the
end of the day, we'd all get together
and we'd take turns conducting.

When it was my turn, I stepped up
and saw all these dots on the page
and I'm conducting all the way
through, thinking at times it must
be time to turn the page. Finally, all
of a sudden the band stopped and I
was still conducting and I had three
pages left to turn. You do learn to
fake a few things in life.
But you had such a rapport with the
kids. When I came to Uxbridge, you
couldn't go anywhere without kids
yelling "Hi, Mr. Wilson."
Well, nowadays when someone says

"Hello,Mr. Wilson", I know it's a
past student. Now they're adults
and my mind races backwards to
figure out who that person was. I
guess when you teach in the same
town, kids do get to know you.
Did that recognition make it difficult for you to run your normal
everyday life? Did you always have
to be careful about how you were

by Roger Varley

observed by your students?
Because it's a small town, it wasn't a
novelty to see the teacher out of the
school environment. The only thing
I had to watch was to make sure I
didn't have too many wild parties.
But the kids would accept you the
same way in the classroom as they
did outside.
Going back to the music, didn't you
start out as a folk-singer?
Yes, and before that my real interest
began when we used to stand
around the piano with our eyes at
the level of the keys and Dad would
play and we would sing. That was so
much fun and that's where my
interest in singing and playing
music came from.
But you became a troubadour in the
true sense, right?
Yes, we literally sang for our supper.
We (John and his singing partner
Joe Grant, now of Tanglefoot) took
a year off and travelled. Most of our
time was spent in rural Quebec and
that was in 1967. Canadian folk
music was big on their agenda. We
thought we'd do really well when
we got to the east coast but at that
time the Beatles were big so we
weren't nearly as popular as we were
in French Canada. We started out as
a fairly large group of folk singers
and one by one the others went
their way and it ended up just the
two of us. It was an interesting expe-

rience. We travelled in a little
Vauxhall Viva and I converted it so
we could take out the front seats
and pull out a louvre-type bed
which we could put our sleeping
bags on. You opened up the trunk
and you could pull out a stove and
all the food stored in there.
Anything else was stored on the
roof.
So you were, basically, a travelling
hippie folk singer?
For a while, yes.
But then you came back and played
the coffee houses in Yorkville at the
height of the flower children era?
We played a few of them, yes
Didn't you play at the famed
Riverboat?
No, we didn't. We used to go into
the Riverboat in the after hours,
That's where a lot of musicians
would get together and jam and
that, to me, was the most fun. We
did play at the Mynah Bird.
What happened after that?
Well, we folded because it was a
only to be a one-year experience
unless, of course, we became
famous. And that never happened.
But Joe was in university and I had
completed one year of teaching and
it looked like there wasn't going to
be a future in folk singing for me, so
teaching seemed a more viable
future.
continued page 11

OUR TRUCKLOAD CEDAR EVERYDAY
EVENT IS BACK! LOW PRICE!!
5pk Yard
Waste Bags

Only

1.85

$

Everyday!
42-9722

18L Schultz Potting Soil

6’–7’ Cedar Trees
Only

19.99

$
33-6708

STORE:
(905) 852-3315
AUTOSERVICE:
(905) 852-9857

Only

3.59

$

Reg.
$ .99
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SAVE
40%

“Our Garden Centre
is Open on Saturday!”

59-4602
Easter Weekend Hours:
Good Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

Closed
8am-7pm
Closed
8am-9pm

The Uxbridge Cosmos

4

T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 5 t h 2 0 1 2

our two cents
Not about the bunny
I first suspected something might be wrong when, in the course of doing another story
earlier this winter, I encountered an older high school student and the subject somehow
came around to religion. Like many young people these days, this particular student
didn’t give much thought to religion on a day-to-day basis. He (let’s call him Robert)
wasn’t aggressively atheistic or anything, he just had no particular views on the subject. It didn’t seem to impact his world, so he didn’t care about it.
I probed a little, because I just happened to know Robert’s grandparents, and I knew
they were stalwarts of one of the local churches. I figured Robert had to have at least
some knowledge of Christianity through blood alone. So I asked him, out of the blue,
what Easter was all about. He seemed a bit taken aback by the question; why would I
ask something with such an obvious answer? Then he paused as if it must be a trick
question. But finally he shrugged a little and replied, “The bunny, I guess. Right?”
Didn’t he know that Easter had a religious significance? No, he didn’t. Upon further
discussion, he said he’d heard something, many years before, about the death and resurrection of Jesus, but he didn’t know it had anything to do with Easter. Easter was just
a holiday, and it was all involved with a rabbit.
Now, I would not by any stretch consider Robert an un-intelligent lad. He got good
marks in school, he was a good writer, outgoing, bright. So how did he miss the reason for Easter during his 17 years?
To find out if he was typical, I asked one of our Tiger Talk columnists, Maggie
Anderson, who coincidentally is a Christian preacher’s daughter, to ask 20 Uxbridge
Secondary students the same question I’d asked Robert. Her story is on page 7.
Of the 20, only 12 were really confident they knew what Easter was about - 60%. In
other words, Robert wasn’t an oddball at all. He might have been in the minority, but
it was a fairly sizeable minority.
In our view, it makes no sense at all that 100% of our students get two days holiday
because of Good Friday and Easter, but a large number of them have no idea why. And
we’re not interested in hearing any mumbo jumbo about how teaching such information in the classroom is culturally insensitive; if a child of Muslim or Hindu heritage
takes a Christian holiday, it can’t hurt for them to understand the background.
Besides, a basic knowledge of world religions is fundamental to the understanding of
history. Divergent views of religion have caused a bit of strife from time to time. And
if you’re going to talk about Christianity in the classroom, it won’t be very long before
you get around to the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ. As Vince Winder points out,
also on page 7, they’re kind of the whole point of Christianity. And if you discuss those
matters, then you’ll learn what Easter is all about. And you’ll remember.
Obviously, then, the kids who don’t know what Easter means (and we suspect most,
if not all, come from supposedly “Christian” households - Uxbridge isn’t exactly a
model of religious diversity) haven’t learned anything about religion from either their
parents or their school system. That’s sad, and it’s wrong.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
Once again, Cosmos has scored a
scoop with all the poop on First
Leaside (Mar. 29). The Ladeez
of Uxbridge will be a tremendous asset to our community.
We have already initiated discussion with Mr. Gi'Golo and
his lawyer, Ms. M'dame with a
view to including an artistic
venture as part of the Uxbridge
Celebration of the Arts this
year. What we have in mind is a
street-mounted canvas, on
which various ladies of the rink
(clothing optional), covered in
paint, roll around in a loosely
choreographed pattern to create
a vast abstract painting, joined
by members of Council (clothing mandatory). We then plan
to wrap the library clock tower
in this canvas, as an upstanding
beacon of art to add lustre to
the artistic stature of Uxbridge.
We needed a dramatic feature
for the Celebration, and this is
it!
Wynn Walters
Uxbridge
The proposed sports facility at
the former First Leaside building sounds like an exciting concept!
However,
Anthony
Gi'Golo has omitted to consider a large section of our
community, namely, the seniors. Although many of us
would like to participate in
mud wrestling and roller derbies, quite frankly, we are past
it! So why not put in a viewing
gallery with wheelchair access
and an elevator? This would be

a great tourist attraction bringing bus loads of seniors with, of
course, the prerequisite that
they bring their own cardiac
and blood pressure equipment
with them.
Margery Cowley
Uxbridge
The renewal of the downtown
is lovely, and having the trees
and gardens along the roadway
is very warm and inviting.
Unfortunately with these
improvements comes a downside. As one of only two businesses on this end of Brock St.
W. that still has grass, the lawn
in front of my store is now littered with dog poop. I realise
that the grass is convenient for
people walking their dogs, especially people in apartments on
the street, but clean it up! It
makes my property look shabby
and that directly affects my
business. I am fairly certain that
the same culprits visit time and
time again, due to the size of
the droppings. Please stop, or
scoop it after. I clean up my
yard at home after my own
dogs, I'm getting tired of cleaning up after yours.
Lori Tomkinson
Uxbridge Memorial Co.
The 8th annual Silverbirch
Charity Concerts (March 20,
23, & 24) brought international touring musicians to the
Uxbridge Music Hall stage, as
well as showcasing many local

performers. Once again this
generous community came
together in support of a worthy
cause, ArtsCan Circle. The substantial amount raised will benefit native youth in Canada's far
north. Thank you to the many
merchants who showed their
support by donating wonderful
prizes; thanks to the planning
committee who worked hard
over the past few months to put
the event together; thanks to
the performers for your enthusiastic participation; thanks to
the many volunteers who
worked at the shows; thanks to
the Pathfinders and their leaders whose refreshments, enthusiasm and spirit added so much
to the ambience; thanks to
Connors Music, Keswick, for
lending sound equipment;
thanks to Andrew Strauss, Jesse
Zante, and Rich Greenspoon
for their engineering expertise;
thanks to the local newspapers
for their support; thanks to
Barbara and Stuart Blower, SB
Visual Media, for
their tireless assistance, which
includes creating the website:
www.silverbirchcharityconcert.ca ... And thanks to the
audience who supported
ArtsCan Circle while enjoying
wonderful music, and also by
making direct donations to
ArtsCan Circle. For more information
please
visit:
www.artscancircle.ca
Tom McCreight
Udora
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

Choirboy on the brink

Sentinel of a century

Not being gifted with a particularly good long-term memory, I don’t remember
exactly when I started going to church on a regular basis. If my mom or dad were still with us, they might remember, because I suspect it was Mom’s idea, not mine. I know that I was pretty young, maybe just six or seven years
old, when I joined the junior choir at Knox United Church on 104 St. in old Strathcona, on Edmonton’s south side.
What I was gifted with, apparently, was a lilting soprano voice, and before long I was copping all the solos on Sunday
mornings.
My parents occasionally came to hear me sing, but neither they nor my siblings were avid churchgoers, so it certainly wasn’t their company that kept me going to church almost every Sunday for the next 15 years. I switched
churches from time to time as the family switched neighbourhoods, but it was a Sunday ritual for me, up early when
my brother and sister were sleeping in, driving with Dad to church in all kinds of weather, slipping on the silky choir
gown that steadily grew bigger, processing into the choir loft with the other singers, watching the congregation
throughout the familiar ceremony of the service.
At first I suppose it was just the joy of singing that kept me going, then it became the love of the music. Some glorious music has been written for Christian choirs over the centuries, and I’ve gotten to sing a lot of it. Breathtaking
stuff. I enjoyed the sound, and the challenge, and the performing of it, which led naturally to getting involved in
theatre a few years later.
For the first few years, it was just the music I was aware of. But I’ve always been a reader, and I gradually grew
more and more conscious of the words. Not just the lyrics of the hymns and anthems, but the sermons and, of course,
the marvellous words of the King James Bible. And I realized that because of those words, and because of my talent as a singer, I was seen as a leader up there by the people in the pews. So whether or not the message was
couched in notes, I’d better understand what I was saying, even if it was still a little early to know whether or not I
believed it.
Generally speaking, members of the United Church (at least not the churches I frequented as a youth) aren’t the
most fervently evangelical of Christians. So it’s not as if I was challenged by members of the congregation, or other
choir members, or even the minister himself, to affirm my faith as a Christian before slipping on my robe every
Sunday morning. I would say the Lord’s Prayer with everyone, but I stopped short of reciting the Apostle’s Creed. It
seemed a bit strong.
I was so concerned about what I really believed that I even took a course in the Bible at university, but it turned
out mostly to be about the Good Book’s literary merits, so it wasn’t really valuable as an examination of faith.
Nevertheless, I began to suspect that I wasn’t as devout as I should be up in the choir loft, so I turned to opera and
theatre and community choirs for my musical fix - the choirs still sang an abundance of “sacred” music, how could
they not? - and gave up my silk robes for good. And continued to ruminate about what kind of a Christian I was.
A half century later, I’ve pretty much come to a conclusion about it all. I’ve decided that I’m a big fan of Jesus. He
was a wise man and a heck of a teacher, and I’ve directed Godspell twice because I believe that. As for being the
son of God, that’s not important to me, because God’s not a “father” kind of being, I don’t think. There’s a life force
out there that provides the spark for stars and trees and birds and Lisas, and it really doesn’t matter to me if you
call it God. I’m just very happy that it’s there, and that it gave me the opportunity to enjoy it all.
And if Vince says that having faith in the power of Christ’s resurrection to save us from our sins, so that we can
have life everlasting, is what makes a true Christian, then I’m most definitely not one. I’ve tried to lead an honest
life, to be of some worth to my fellow humans and my world, but I know I’ve made mistakes, and caused a bit of
hurt and harm along the road. Those are sins, I suppose, but I don’t need to be saved from them, I’m quite prepared to accept full responsibility. I did the best I could, but if it lands me in a bad place, so be it.
The other thing, though, is that I’m not all that worried about whether there’s a place beyond, an afterlife, or not.
For me, the earth is amazing enough, and sometimes I think that people who worry that much about another world
aren’t enjoying this one, or helping the rest of us enjoy it. And although I’m curious about death, the Bard’s “undiscovered country”, I’m not afraid of it. I’ve got asthma, and a heart condition, so I know I might go a little earlier
than most, but that’s O.K. It’s been a wonderful and interesting life already, so what’s left is a bonus.
Anyway, sorry to get all profound on you this week, I usually try to keep it a bit lighter than this. But it’s Easter,
and Easter was always when the choirboy I used to know searched hardest in his heart for the answer to things. Now
that he’s grown, he’s got it all figured out. Not. Just a chance to get a few things off his chest.

About a week ago, a friend up the street visited my next-door neighbour on a
mission. With his pickup truck empty, save for his chainsaw and a can of gas, Brock Clark began a day-long project dissecting the remains of a piece of history. A maple tree that had stood near the street at the corner of Ronnie
Egan’s property for nearly a century had dropped too many dead or dying upper limbs to be safe anymore. So
the township decided for the benefit of all concerned that the tree should come down.
“I cried the day they took it down,” Ronnie Egan admitted to me. “It was very sad to see it go.”
Ronnie remembered the first time she saw that maple. She had come to Uxbridge from Halifax. As newlyweds
during the Second World War – she as a chief petty officer in the Women’s Royal Canadian Naval Service, her
husband Willis as a VIP chauffeur in the Canadian Army – the couple had come to Uxbridge on what was known
as “compassionate leave.” When the war ended they would settle in that residential part of town. The maple was
already a third of a century old when they arrived.
“It was maybe eight or 10 feet tall when we came home at the end of the War,” she said. “The trunk was maybe
a few inches around.”
That was 1945, when the downtown boasted at least two hardware stores – one run by the Moore family, the
other by the McEnany family – the dairy, a tannery, several shoe stores, Dominion Dry Goods, some drug stores,
Montgomery woodworking store, some industrial businesses (manufacturing cement and cinder blocks) and the
Brownscombe store that had a grocery department. By the time Uxbridge Beverages began bottling Coca Cola,
in 1948, couples in this community had begun raising the children of the baby boom. No doubt that street-side
maple tree – nearing 50 years of age – had become the perch for many a climbing kid or a silent partner in
skip-rope when the game was short one rope-holder.
Once, one of Ronnie’s neighbours suggested the maple was in the way and should be cut down.
“Over my dead body,” Ronnie protested. And the maple remained.
Sometime later, in the 1970s and ’80s (when our family arrived next-door to the Egans) I learned what a gift,
saving that tree had been. When we came to town in 1988, I remember the welcoming sight of a street dotted
with older homes that were all guarded by a row of maple sentinels. That maple on Ronnie’s property line and
the others lining our street provided an all-weather, all-season canopy, shading our homes from the intensity of
the mid-summer sunshine and then providing a windbreak during the wildest storms of the winter. The maple
may have made us work extra hard each autumn raking up its characteristically large golden leaves, but the
labour was worth the protection the tree offered through nature’s seasonal extremes.
And if that tree could talk, the stories it could tell – of the politicians who’ve come and gone, of the evolution
from county to regional municipality, of the commercial struggle between downtown merchants and edge-of-town
chain stores, of the evolution and revolution from twice-a-day trains to automobiles, highways and GO Trains,
and (relevant to Cosmos readers) of the rise and fall of weekly newspaper enterprises in the community.
The day Uxbridge Tree Service came with its chainsaws, block and tackle, wood chipper and hydraulic cherrypicker box, a number of us watched as the handful of crew set up protective cones on the street and began to
bring the maple down. As the upper limbs fell to the ground, the midday sun broke through. As the main trunk
tumbled like broken building blocks across the lawn, scores of inner rings revealed the maple’s age – well over
a hundred of them. But the heart of the cut tree revealed more than its age. Among its growth rings was a chunk
of wire, apparently a piece of fencing absorbed by the trunk perhaps half a century ago. Nature had overcome
progress then. Now progress had evened the score.
Before Brock Clark took away the fruits of his all-day labour – cutting the fallen slabs of maple into pieces small
enough to put in his fireplace sometime next winter – Ronnie asked for a couple of mementos. Since she had a
greater attachment to that tree than any of us, we obliged and put a large cross-section of the maple on her
veranda.
“The view is different from here now,” she said. “There’s more sun coming through than I need. But one of the
pieces of the maple makes a beautiful table. It reminds me of what was there all those years.”

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Designed Lifestyles
with Susan Fedorka
Good Bones
Ask any professional real estate
agent and they will tell you the
worse thing to happen in recent
years has been the advent of “real
estate reality shows”. Whether it is
the quick and dirty fix prior to selling or the renovations from hell,
these shows have created unrealistic
expectations and fears within purchasers.
The original renovation shows
were scary. Often the challenge was
to redo a room or space with as little money as possible or as quickly
as possible. Most of the recipients
were speechless and usually with
good cause - they were mortified at
the results.
Not surprisingly, these shows didn't last long. Then came Mike
Holmes who tore everything apart

and criticized everything that was,
and wasn't, done. After all, drama
sells shows and viewers can sit back
and say “better you than me”
although he did teach us what to
look out for.
Within any subdivision, you will
find five or six different styles of
homes that the builder has chosen
to build. Over time, some people
will add upgrades while others will
live in them just the way they are, a
few never even bothering to paint
or plant anything.
The question that faces most people is: do they look for the perfect
house, however that is defined, or
do they buy and renovate?
The real estate industry has built
its reputation on the mantra “location, location, location” and we all
have our own idea of what the perfect location is. If we have chil-
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dren, we probably want to be within walking distance of schools; if
we want privacy then we will be
looking for estate properties or
homes with land. Once we have
decided on the location, the hunt
for the perfect home begins.
What amazes me about these
shows is how a couple walks in and
oohhs and aahhs over the pot
lights, the neutral palette (read this
to be either white or beige), the
open concept, stainless steel appliances and the amazing ensuite.
The renos have been designed to
have impact, but what you should
be looking at are the bones of the
house, starting with the outside.
What about the exterior finish? Are
there any cracks in the foundation,
walls or chimney? Is the exterior
finish consistent? All you have to
do is look.
Do the windows appear to be in
good condition and what about the
doors? What about the lay of the
land? Is the back yard low? Is the
yard of the house behind built
higher than yours? Are you at the
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bottom of the hill?
Once inside, you should be checking to see how old the furnace and
air conditioning unit are, the condition of the oil tanks, if appropriate, how well placed all the ducts
are and whether there are cracks in
the basement foundation.
You may say that this is the job of
the home inspector but what if you
wait for the inspection? Chances
are if you like the house you will be
ready to put yours up for sale. If a
serious problem is discovered, how
long will it take the vendors to

remedy it? How will any delay
impact you?
Structural problems, the less
glamorous stuff, can be far more
costly to repair than any interior
renovation. If you know what to
look for, and ask the right questions, you shouldn't have any surprises.
Buying a beautifully renovated
house is not always problematic,
but it is always a good thing to
remember that “beauty is only skin
deep”.

(From left to right) Dr. Michael Banh, Nancy Emo, Shirley Vance, Katharine Shepherd and Dr.
ViTu Banh smile as they hold the $5,000 cheque donated by the Banhs to the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Auxiliary Half Marathon.
Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.
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This Way
The message of Easter
Why is Christianity different
from every other religion in the
world?
The answer to that question
doesn't focus on a plan or rules,
such
as
the
Ten
Commandments, for living a
good life. Most religions have
rules for living a good life. The
uniqueness of Christianity
revolves around the person of
Jesus Christ and the happenings
of Easter.
Jesus Christ was God in human
form. He claimed to be God and
he proved he was God. On Good
Friday we remember the fact that
Christ died on the cross for our
sin. Sin is wanting to run my life

by Vince Winder
my way, to be my own god. As
famous English pastor John Stott
wrote: “The essence of sin is we
human beings substituting ourselves for God, while the essence
of salvation is God substituting
himself for us. We....put ourselves where only God deserves
to be; God... puts himself
where we deserve to be.”
On Easter Sunday Christians
celebrate the fact that Jesus
Christ rose from the grave. It was
the greatest miracle of history.
Death was conquered.
There are, of course, skeptics
who claim that Christ never rose
from the grave. However, the resurrection of Christ is an historical fact much more fully attested
to then most other events of
ancient
history we
automatically take
for granted. Ravi
Zacharias,
one of the
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most brilliant thinkers of our
time, says “....no event in history
has been so subjected to scrutiny
and analysis as this claim of
Jesus. This focus alone is an indication of the importance of the
event. So many ingenious ways
have been concocted to falsify
this cardinal truth of the
Christian faith... that it almost
brings humour into the situation. I have often been amazed at
the length to which scholars have
been willing to go in an attempt
to debunk the resurrection … .”
We don't have the space in this
article to go into the numerous
details validating the resurrection
so let's just hear the words of two
eminent scholars:
Professor William Lyon Phelps,
for more than 40 years distinguished professor of English literature at Yale, says: “the historical evidence for the resurrection
(of Christ) is stronger than any
other miracle anywhere narrated.”
Professor Thomas Arnold, who
was for 14 years the headmaster
of Rugby, and famous author of a
three volume history of Rome,
appointed to the chair of modern

Painting by Ryan Lamoureux, 18
Winner of Select Art Galleries
Easter Art Contest

Do kids know what Easter is really all about?
by Maggie Anderson
As the Easter holidays fast approach, one cannot
help but notice the displays in store windows featuring cuddly stuffed bunnies and colourful eggs. It's
almost impossible right now to walk down the aisles
of a local chain store without being bombarded by
the over-sized (and under-sized) chocolate objects
that children dream of finding on Easter morning.
In schools, younger children spend the week coloring pictures of Peter Cottontail, or dying eggs in fantastic colour combinations. But I was curious: do
kids really know why they get four days off at this
time of year? Are children being taught about Easter
as a religious celebration for some people, or is that
aspect of why the 'holiday' originally was set up no
longer part of our current knowledge base?
This week in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary
School I conducted a survey asking 20 students the
question: why do we celebrate Good Friday and
Easter?
Out of the 20 students who were asked, twelve of
them knew the holiday was about the death (on
Friday) and resurrection (coming back to life) of
Jesus (the central figure in the Christian faith) on
Easter Sunday. However, eight of the students did
not know or were unsure. There were some very
unusual responses in the mix as well. One student
said that Good Friday is a day off because it is good
to have a day as a break at this time of year.
This is not to insult any of those who participated
in the survey. It merely helps us think even more
deeply about the question: Should young people be

told why the Easter season is such a significant one
for Christians, or does it really matter? If some kids
don't go to church themselves, why should they
care?
But maybe it is not even about caring, maybe it is
just about knowing. Maybe it's about being alert to
the things that are around us that may be very
important to others, just as we should know about
Ramadan or Passover, and the many other religious
holy days that are so significant to those who celebrate them.
Easter, though, has become something completely
apart from its original religious base, and that seems
to have made this time of year slightly more complex. It has been marketed and made into a franchise
so the whole world can get a few days of fun. While
I was in one of my classes my teacher reminded us
that we had a day off on Friday. One student reacted and yelled “Party!” unaware that Good Friday is
really a day of deep mourning for those who are part
of the Christian tradition.
Not that there is anything wrong with a party or
wanting to have fun, but one would at least hope
that people would know the roots of such a holiday
from a historical and social point of view.
And I certainly don't want to take away from the
fun of Easter. After all, when the students were asked
what they like to do on Easter day, the majority of
them said that they took part in an Easter egg hunt
of some sort. So what does this indicate? It seems the
bunny is (happily, I'd say) around in most households, whether kids go to church on Easter Sunday
or not.
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history at Oxford, says: “I know
of no one fact in the history of
mankind which is proved by better and fuller evidence of every
sort to the understanding of a
fair inquirerer, than the great
sign which God hath given us
that Christ died and rose again
from the dead.”
We can't live without hope. If
we don't accept the true hope
that God offers us through
Christ then we seek satisfaction
in false hope, such as materialism, hedonism (pleasure seeking), success or power. Author
Leo Tolstoy, writing in “A
Confession,” put it this way:
“My question, which.... brought
me to the verge of suicide – was
the simplest of questions, lying
in the soul of every man... a
question without an answer to
which one cannot live. It was,
'What will come of what I am
doing today or tomorrow. What
will come of my whole life? Why
should I live, why wish for anything, or do anything?'
It can also be expressed thus: 'Is
there any meaning in my life that

the inevitable death awaiting
me does not destroy?'”
The resurrection of Christ, Jesus
rising from the dead, changes
everything. It means life is not
just a meaningless existence that
comes to an end when we die.
Christ's victory over death brings
hope that, for those who accept
Jesus Christ as their Saviour and
Lord, there is life beyond the
grave and our present life finds
its full meaning in eternal life.
The message of the resurrection
is that the world and the people
in it matter. The injustices and
pain of the present world can be
faced with the hope that healing,
justice, and love have won, if not
always in this world then in the
next.
The amazing message of Easter,
God coming to earth in the form
of Jesus Christ to live with us, die
for our sins and rise victorious
over death, is what makes
Christianity unique.

In Memoriam

VIOLET E. LINTON
In loving memory of a dear mother and grandmother
passed away nine years ago, April 1, 2003.

Sadly missed along life’s way,
Quietly remembered every day.
Forever in our hearts...
John, Matt and Nina
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VIP auditions for Aladdin
The Vocally Inspired Performers is the
new non- profit production company
that brought Willy Wonka Jr. to the
Uxbridge Music Hall stage last
December and raised $890 for breast
cancer research! Founder, USS student
Marisa Hachey wants to build on that
experience by Walt Disney’s Aladdin Jr.
this coming fall. Marisa’s youth team
includes co-vocal director Laura
Hughson, stage manager Carling
Bennett and production assistant
Stephanie Phypers. Other youth will be

asked to assist with sets, stage management and stage crew. Auditions will be
held by appointment on Saturday April
7 and Wednesday April 11 at St.
Andrew’s Church in Uxbridge.
Auditioners will sing any musical theatre style song of their choice, either a
capella or with a karaoke style CD. To
book an audition time, call 647-2230749 or email vipuxbridge@gmail.com
Rehearsals for the show begin in
September, with show dates December
13-17, 2012.
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Ginny in the Dragon’s Den - kinda
by Shelagh Damus
There has been a lasting effect to Ginny Van Veghel's
trip to the Grammy's Swag Social last year. She introduced her Friggin' Lip Balm to the A list crowd and
gained an amazing amount of publicity for her Elemi
Organics line of products. Last year she was invited to
audition for the Dragon's Den. Despite reservations
about facing off with the Dragons, she made the audition and was put on stand-by. That call never came.
But a couple of weeks ago, an email from a show producer appeared in her inbox. Would she be interested
in participating in a Dragon's Den special event? It
turned out Robert Herjavic was leaving the show and
they needed help auditioning his replacement. For Van
Veghel the mock nature of the event was perfect.
“It was a huge opportunity because it was not going
to be aired and I was being given the chance to present
more than one time.” She was in.
The first presentation “was a learning experience,”
says Van Veghel. “I was extremely nervous but [the
Dragons] were all very kind.” Van Veghel went in
thinking she had “a great pitch and a great presentation
but it turned out neither were great.” The consensus of
the Dragons was she was “focussed on too many things
and for that reason they were out.” She walked out of
the first pitch with her “head spinning.” It wasn't all
bad.
“They loved the product, they loved the packaging
and they loved me.” Grateful to get to pitch again in a
couple of hours, Van Veghel regrouped. She went back
in with more confidence. She didn't change the business plan entirely, but altered it so that her focus was
on one product, her Friggin' Lip Balm.
“There was much more discussion this time. They
had a lot more questions.” She couldn't answer all of
them and was okay with that. “There was no part of

me that wanted to pretend I knew something I didn't.”
While no offer (mock or otherwise) was forthcoming
they gave her “really good advice” on what she considers her next step. The second pitch was noticeably better; Arlene Dickenson even said so. One Dragon said
she was “so close,” but she needed to go do her homework, get her stats and then she would have an investment. Another suggested Van Veghel find out the
information they were asking for, and then she'd have
a deal.
The mock nature of the presentation means that the
suggestion of an investment or a deal can not be taken
at face value, but is Van Veghel “doing her homework?”
Oh yeah.
And she would be crazy not to. “These are seven of
Canada's most successful entrepreneurs and they were
all in agreement with the advice they gave me. It was
kind of like taking myself out of my business and getting to look at it from their side.”
Given the chance, she would love to head back into
the Dragon’s Den and present again… this time with
the cameras rolling and money on the table.
Elemi Organics is located at 58 Brock St. W. 905-8525575.
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TIPS FOR BETTER GOLF
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PATTERSON’S

DARRICK HARROP, HEAD PRO
FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE
BY

Posture
Proper posture is important in the sport of golf for a few reasons. First, what is proper posture? As in most sports the posture is the same. We try and have a 30 degree
spine angle with knees slightly flexed. When you have a 30 degree spine angle it
allows you to turn more easily and will take stress off the lower back. This also allows
your body to work together instead of fighting to keep your balance. When your
knees are slightly flexed it allows allows you to turn your body more easily. When
you lean over too much, you create stress on your lower back. This does not allow
for a balanced swing. For this and other tips consult a CPGA professional.

(SINCE 1984)

FLOORING
FLOORING
SALE

Hardwood, Laminate, Engineered Wood, Cork, Leather, Carpet,Vinyl, Ceramic, Porcelain, Slate

TORLYS CORK

CLEAROUT
12" wide X 36" Long Planks
2 colours to choose from
WRONG

RIGHT

Turn that radio on!
by Nancy Melcher
Have you ever imagined having your very own radio
show? The chance to realize that dream may be just
around the corner. On Tuesday, the Canadian Radio
and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC)
approved an application for an English-language
FM radio station for Uxbridge.
The first of its kind in our town, the station will
broadcast on frequency 105.5 FM and will provide
126 hours of programming weekly, including
sports, weather forecasts, traffic reports, an events
calendar, business reports and special features.
“This will be a full commercial operation with
100% local content,” says Frank Torres, the man
behind the radio station application. “We need
community participation at all levels, both on the
air and behind the scenes.”
It will offer a Classic Hits format, featuring the
music of the 70's, 80's and 90's as well as current
hits. Coverage will include all of Uxbridge
Township, as well as reaching out to Port Perry,
Stouffville and the northern parts of Ajax, Whitby
and Oshawa.
The three radio stations based in the South of
Durham (CKDO-FM Oshawa, CKGE-FM
Oshawa/Whitby and CJKX-FM Ajax) should not
be worried about this newcomer. The broadcast area
of the stations overlaps slightly at the margins of
their broadcast zone, but not in any of the urban
areas.
Audience members who prefer to listen to radio via
the internet will be pleased to learn that 105.5 will
also be streamed live. Social media will be an important aspect of developing an on-line audience for the
station. It means Uxbridge residents and friends will
be able to catch the latest local news and events no
matter where in the world they happen to be.
Plans for broadcasting included coverage of Town
Hall meetings and Bruins games. Torres believes
“this station needs to be an integral part of the community. The town will shape the station and make
it a success.”
It will be on-the-air from 5:30 AM to 7:00 PM.
“We plan to transmit from an existing tower, to
minimize the environmental footprint.

Cosmos readers may remember a story last year
about an effort to start a community radio station.
Jim Priebe was behind this idea, and he is very
pleased that Torres was successful with his commercial station application. Priebe says “This is an
exceptional opportunity. Torres agreed to eight
hours per week of community access programming.
This way the group can get right to the fun stuff creative programming.”
Torres is co-owner of Torres Media, along with Ed
Torres. They submitted the application for the radio
station licence together with John Sherratt of
Starboard Communications. Between the three
partners, they have over 60 years of broadcasting
experience. Their project has the full support of
Uxbridge Township Council who voted unanimously to endorse the venture. The BIA has also
given its support to the application.
Torres will be looking for the ideal location for the
station, and will need to begin construction of the
transmitting plant soon. He will also need to hire
staff for the station, as well as attending to a few
conditions set down by the CRTC. He hopes to
have everything up and running within a year.
One of the conditions of the licence is that the
radio broadcasts will not create any unacceptable
interference with aeronautical NAV/COM service.
Certainly Uxbridge's location under the approach
flight path to Pearson Airport could be a cause for
concern. Once the Department of Industry is satisfied that the local transmissions are not an issue,
they will issue a broadcasting certificate.
Uxbridge Station 105.5 will also contribute funds
to support the development of Canadian performing artists. Called CCD, it is in place to enhance
Canadian artists and programming. Torres wants to
have local performers showcased through interviews
in the studio, adding “Nothing sounds better than
an artist performing live on the radio.”
Uxbridge residents should be excited about having
our very own radio station. It will be a terrific way
to “get the word out” to the residents of Uxbridge
and our neighbours near and far about all of the
important events, people and services to be found in
our growing community. Soon we will be able to
tune in to 105.5-FM, and “crank it to 11”!!
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Apr. 5-7, 12-14 12 Angry Men Classic courtroom drama presented by OnStage Uxbridge. Tickets
$20 at La Petite Fleur. See more pages 5 and 8.
Fri., Apr. 6, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2+hr., 10+ km moderate to
fast pace hike in Walker Woods. There are hills. No
dogs please. Meet at parking area on the east side
of Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright
Rd. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Apr. 7, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. No dogs please.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905477-2161.
Sun., Apr. 8 Goodwood Baptist Church hosts an
Easter Sunday Gospel Sing by Betty Clifford, a
gifted recording Gospel Artist on Sunday April 8th at
11am. All Welcome.

7128, 905-985-3976. Reserve your ticket early.
Wed., Apr. 11 Ux. Horticultural Society 7.30
p.m. at Seniors Centre 75 Marietta St. Speaker is
Charlie Dobbin, co-host of HGTVs “One Garden, Two
Looks”, on “Behind the Scenes at Canada Blooms”.
Guests $5. Annual Membership $15.
Fri., Apr. 13, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2+hr., 10+ km fast pace
loop hike in Walker Woods. There are some hills.
Meet at parking area on the west side of Uxbridge
Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton
905-830-2862.
Fri., Apr. 13 Uxbridge Networking Group
12 Noon – 1:30pm Annina’s Bakeshop and Café
(upper level), 300 Hwy 47 in Goodwood. Speaker:
Uxbridge Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor. Rsvp Annie
Hardock at 905-852-6686 or e-mail networkinggroup@uxbridge.com .

NEXT WEEK

FRi., Apr. 13 FRIDAY the 13th YOUTH DANCE
for Grades 4-8 at the Uxbridge Arena – 7-10 pm.
Admission at the door is $7.00 which includes a
chance to win great prizes! This fundraiser is hosted
by the Uxbridge Youth Choir.

Tues., Apr. 10 Bethesda Reach Women’s
Institute presents their annual Spring luncheon
and fashion show at Trinity United Church, 12:00
noon, featuring Peach Tree Originals - all Canadian
fashions designed and created in Markham. Tickets
$18 at Blue Heron Books, 905-852-3925, 905-852-

Sat., Apr. 14, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. There are
some hills. No dogs please. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862

Tiger Talk
USS Students and their world
by Gareth Anderson
On Tuesday, all Tigers had their sense of
the world's climate taken to a whole
new level when author, historian, and
journalist Gwynne Dyer was the challenging speaker who got us thinking
about changes within the climate and
how it affects countries both physically
and politically.
Dyer is a much-respected and longtime Canadian journalist on international affairs whose column currently
appears in 45 countries. His talk to the
entire USS body was based on his
recent book Climate Wars, in turn based
on his CBC series of the same name.
As many of us know, in the last 200 or

so years we have been burning fossil
fuels, and the effect of this is rapidly
catching up to us. We have raised the
average global temperature by almost
two degrees. It may not seem like a lot,
but Mr. Dyer expressed it in a way to
make everybody in the room stop to
think: “Think of it like this: Human
bodies have an average temperature. If
you are a degree over, you don't feel
that good. If you are two degrees over,
you are ill. If you are four or five degrees
over, you are dead! Now our earth is
almost two degrees over, and it is not
feeling that good!”
One concerned USS student asked
how to limit the amount of fossil fuels
being burned. Mr. Dyer responded that
on an individual level we can carpool or
walk to school and try to reduce our
own gas emissions overall, but the real-

Evening St. Paul’s, Leaskdale at 6:30 p.m. Tickets
are $25.00 per person and are available at La Petite
Fleur, 43 Brock St. West, Uxbridge, or by calling the
Sunrise office at 905-852-4192. There will be a silent
auction including such items as the work of local artisans. If you would like to support this event, items
may be donated to the auction by calling Kimberley
Miller at the office.

Sat., Apr. 14 9:30 a.m. at the Uxbridge Public
Library. The Language of Friendship: A
Workshop for Moms and Daughters : A
Program that inspires girls (8 -12 years old) to feel
empowered and develop a strong sense of self.
Tickets $35:00 per person.. More info @
www.urstrong.com

Wed., Apr. 18, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 4+ hr., 16+ km moderate
to fast pace loop hike on the Glen Major Tract. There
are some hills. We will have lunch on the trail. Meet
at parking area on the east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6,
5.5 km south of Durham Road 21. Russ Burton 905830-2862.

Apr. 14-22 The Creation Science Museum of
Canada teams up with the Creation Research
Museum of Ontario to bring you one great exhibition
at Goodwood Baptist Church in Goodwood Ontario.
Lots of subjects covered in the displays including,
Living Fossils, Dinosaurs, Noah's Ark, Fossil Human
Foot Prints, Evidence of Dinosaurs and People Living
Together, Biology and Geology.

Thurs., Apr. 19 The Uxbridge Genealogical
Group Uxbridge Public Library, Lower Hall, 7:00
PM. Past President Eileen Wilson will help you get
past your roadblocks in research. $2.00 admission,
50/50 draw. All welcome.

Sun. Apr. 15 10.00 a.m. TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH YOUTH FUNDRAISER . Service featuring the worship band “ REDEMPTION “ with bake
sale and silent auction immediately following the
Service. All are welcome. Monies received will be
used to support our Youth program.

Fri., Apr. 20, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a moderate to fast pace 2.5
hr., 11+ km hike in Durham Forest. Meet in the parking lot east side of 7th Conc., 1 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Garry Niece 905-655-8040.

Zumba - calorie-burning, fun fitness program based
on latin dance. No dance experience necessary!
Give it a try for $2 (donated to Precious Minds).
Drop-in classes. Sandford Community Centre,
Tues/Thurs
7:30-8:30.
For
info
email
wenszumba@yahoo.ca or call Wendy at 647-2347478.

Apr. 20 & 21 One Voice Uxbridge Singers
15th Anniversary Concert
7:30 pm at St. Paul’s Anglican Church.
Tickets: $15 (children under 10 n/c). Available at
Presents, Presents, Presents.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good spring clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

Sun., Apr. 15 Trinity United Church presents
ONTARIO PRESBYTERIAN CHORUS singing traditional Gospel Songs, the singing of the Psalms and
other music portraying the Christian Faith at 7 p.m at
Trinity. Free Will Offering. Come and enjoy the voices of 60 plus singers.

UPCOMING
Tues., Apr. 17 12:00 noon Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club 75 Marietta Street. Pot Luck Lunch,
Bring Main Course only. New Members Welcome $5
pp per year. Please bring your dishes. Entertainment
--Dancebridge.

ity is that it's much
harder for countries
to reduce their gas
emissions.
He
explained: “A lot of
money has been made
by the countries who have really been
the front runners in the industrial revolution, including Canada and the
United States. Why would they want to
spend more money on different types of
generating stations, such as hydro and
wind, when they are rolling in the cash?
Also, countries who have never had the
money for industrial projects are just
starting now, and they do not want to
give up the chance of making money.”
What did we walk away with from this
thought-provoking talk? The bottom
line is that each of us has to take every
stop possible to reduce our fossil fuel
emissions. USS Tigers, we need to
remember: we are the ones who will
have to live with this planet when we
are older, and I don't know about you,
but I don't want to live in a desert!

It’s Huck Finn time at the pond
Attention all residents of Uxbridge and area… let's go
fishing again! Yes it's true. The 10th annual Uxbridge
“Huck Finn” Youth Fishing day is just around the corner! Yes it's our 10th anniversary and we are planning a
few surprises for sure! The event, sponsored by
Canadian Tire, is supported by the Ministry of Natural
Resources, Uxbridge Township, the Royal Canadian
Legion, the Optimist Club, the Pickering Rod and Gun
Club, the OFAH, Zone “G” and last but not least the
Durham Region Police.
On Saturday April 28th everyone is once again invited out for a great funfilled day of fishing.
Elgin Pond will be the
home of hundreds of
brook trout just waiting
to be caught by any participant 15 years of age
and under. Kick off for
the event will be a Huck
Finn parade. Starting at
Elgin Park at 9:15 a.m.,
all children and parents
are encouraged to dress
up in your best Huck
Finn outfits. Decorate
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your bikes and wagons too! All parade participants will
be entitled to a V.I.P. fishing area after the parade. Lots
of special prizes for those participating in the parade!
We have some fantastic prizes too! Participants have a
chance to win a prize and are guaranteed a fun filled day
of fishing. Bring your equipment… we'll provide the
bait to all registered participants! To register pick up
your ribbon ahead of time at any of the following locations: Uxpool, Uxbridge Legion, Presents, Presents,
Blue Heron Books and Canadian Tire. You can also get
them at the Pond on the day of the event. If you don't
have any gear the Pickering
Rod and Gun Club will be
pleased to lend it to anyone
15 and under!
This year's event promises
to be even bigger and better
than last year's tremendous
success. We encourage the
entire community to come
out and have a great time
with your family!
For further information
contact Pat Higgins at (905)
852-3315 or Amanda
Ferraro at (905) 852-7831.

Thurs., Apr. 19 HAM DINNER 4:30 p.m.
onwards, $15 at Goodwood Community Centre.

Sat., Apr. 21, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. There are
some hills. No dogs please. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

ONGOING
Handicapable 'Friends' Ministry returns weekly
on Wednesdays from 7 - 8 p.m. at Trinity United
Church, 20 First Avenue, Uxbridge. For info call
905-852-6213.

If you have a community event you’d like us to mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Sat., Apr. 21 Sunrise Pregnancy Support
Services announces an Italian Dinner

On a different note (no pun intended), and in an event of quite a different
sort, the school caf was the spot on
Friday night where many Tigers provided their own 'take' on the world
through music. The 'Noise' concert put
on by the Uxbridge Music Scholarship
Trust (UMST) was an eclectic collection of over 21 musicians. Some, like
acoustic singer/songwriters 'Artificial
Limelight' and Jonathan Hutton,
shared very personal and evocative
songs about tough issues like loss.
Others, like the Dnes sisters and their
friend Robin, got the audience moving
and tapping their toes. The event was a
great venue for young musicians in
Uxbridge. It was run by over 17 volunteers, including USS's own Baylee
Wolfesberger, who is the student rep on
the committee. Baylee said this firsttime youth concert (with professional
lighting and sound) was designed to
acquaint youth with the UMST pur-

pose: “to provide encouragement and
financial assistance to talented local students who intend to pursue a career in
music.”
Ian Bain (part of the post punk rock
band 'On Corinthians' who rocked the
house down in the second half ) was one
of last year's scholarship recipients. He
told kids in the audience, “It's great to
see Uxbridge continuing its tradition of
fantastic music, and I was so grateful to
have had the support of the UMST
when I went off to Guelph to study jazz
guitar this past fall.”
The UMST encourages graduating
Tigers who are interested to apply for
the scholarship by going to
www.UxbridgeMusicScholarship.com
for more info. Please note the application deadline is May 15.
On a final note, Tiger Talk takes its
hats off to the Boys Curling Team, who
went as LOSSA champs to OFSAA and
placed an amazing fifth.
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Improving Hwys. 21 & 23 key to ridding downtown of gravel trucks
by Octavian Lacatusu
It's a familiar sight at Brock and
Toronto Street. A gravel truck driver
feverishly pushes the clutch into the
truck's gears at the start of the green to
avoid a stall at the intersection's
incline. From first, to second, to third,
the turbocharged powerplant screams
into nearby buildings as it pushes hot
diesel exhaust through its dual chrome
pipes, swirling debris from beneath.
Though commonly observed as a
taboo subject, a gravel truck isn't a
worldly appearance to long-time locals
like Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger, who's watched the gravel
truck traffic in downtown Uxbridge
since they've been around. In fact, several years ago he counted 60 gravel
trucks per hour, or simply, one a
minute. Last year in November however, Ballinger said he counted 24 trucks
per hour and last week he counted 18
gravel trucks in one hour. Ballinger
said it's not so much the number of
gravel trucks that matter anymore, it's
the perception.
“The problem with how people see it
now is any truck they see they associate
it with a gravel truck,” he said. “I saw
more school buses and delivery trucks
than aggregate trucks.”
Aggregate, a mix of sand, gravel, limestone, dolostone and crushed stone,
has been a significant asset to the
Uxbridge economy as far back as the
early 60s. Ballinger explained the
aggregate industry has been part of the
local community and vice-versa ever
since gravel pits arrived here, adding

Coffee with John
from page 3
So you taught for 30 years, retired and
went off on another tangent. How on
Earth did you get involved in Oriental
Shiatsu?
Actually, that goes back quite a ways.
When our kids were five and seven
years old, we were going down to see
your mom in Florida and on the way I
picked up this little book called
Acupressure. When we arrived, your
mom was very sick, coughing for several weeks. Her chest was sore, her
throat was sore, she couldn't sleep. So
I got out the little book and within 20
minutes she ceased coughing. She had
an excellent night's sleep and woke up
fully rested with no chest pains. That's
when I realized there must be something to this. So I did it with the family whenever they got sick and it
worked. When I retired, I took a oneweek introductory course in what I
found out was now called shiatsu and
I loved it so much it became three
years of intensive study. I did it in two
years, but it involved getting up at 4
a.m. and getting home at 7 p.m. It was
the toughest course I have ever done
but it was so rewarding. It covered
physiology, anatomy, ancient Chinese
medicine and clinical study as well.
And I got a whole new career out of it.
There are so many facets to you, John.
Am I right in believing you are one of
the original members of the Uxbridge
Optimists?
Not one of the originals. It formed in

that it's already become a way of life
for most locals.
“This industry has meant a lot of jobs
for a lot of people, allowing corporate
citizens into our township,” Ballinger
said. “When it comes to fundraising
that needs done, they step up to the
plate.”
Aggregate demand won't be diminishing anytime soon either. According
to TOARC (The Ontario Aggregate
Resources Corporation) aggregates
remain as a lifeline for the $37 billion
construction industry in Ontario,
employing 292,000 people. In 2010,
3.4 million tonnes of aggregates were
hauled out of the Township of
Uxbridge, rating Uxbridge as ninth on
the top ten aggregate producing
municipalities in Ontario. Whether
it's used for a foundation, a road, a
condominium or glass, Ontario consumes 175 million tonnes of aggregate
a year.
Despite a tough economy, Bruno
Giordano, manager at Vicdom Sand &
Gravel, said trucks will sometimes run
four or five loads from north of
Uxbridge in one day, refuelling their
trucks and grabbing a meal when passing through.
“They could use the town for food or
go to the bathroom, or shopping, so
you don't want to lose any traffic
through town,” he said.
Developments in recent years such as
a truck by-pass allowed trucks to be
diverted onto routes 23 and 21 via the
Coppins Corners and Goodwood
hamlets. But according to Goodwood
ward Councillor Bev Northeast, the
diversion may have come at a price, as

concerns of safety and noise in the area
have surfaced.
“It's unfair to those residents that live
there and put their hard-earned dollars
into their houses, the biggest investment of their lifetime,” Northeast said.
“Did the township say that there
should be more police presence in this
area to keep it safe for those families
living close to the road? No. Why
not?”
Northeast explained gravel trucks
need to be regulated through inspections and a higher police presence at
peak aggregate traffic areas. Removing
the gravel trucks altogether out of
downtown however, isn't a feasible
solution, as it could lead to a possible
rippling effect in the local economy
and environment pool.
“Sure, we'll get them out of downtown. But if they're going to
Newmarket and have no other way
across other than going through downtown, you're telling this trucker to
drive further and put more wear and
tear on his truck,” Northeast said.
“Now, he just polluted more air, he
polluted a bigger area because he had
to go out of his way to do it - and he
put the cost of gravel up, including
their fuel consumption.”
The Brock-Toronto St. route still
offers its own challenges. Drivers face
an incline as well as a sharp left turn,
including five sets of lights spanning
two kilometers along the Toronto St.
corridor.
“Worst thing to happen for a truck is
have to stop, start gearing up and
going again. Truckers don't like that,”
Ballinger said.

1971 in Uxbridge and it was probably
around 1974 when I joined them.
So you've been a member almost 40
years?
Not quite. I took a sabbatical when
uxperience started up because I wanted to be part of that. That's been a
wonderful addition to this town. It's
amazing how much talent there is in
this town.
But as a member of the Optimists, you
were one of the original movers for a
youth centre.
The motto of the Optimists is Friend
of Youth and very early the Optimists
actually wanted to build a building for
the youth and we were never able to
raise enough money. So what we did
raise was used for scholarships and it's
still being used for that today. But
eventually a group of concerned parents got together - Wanda Stride being
the key person for this - and encouraged like-minded people who wanted
to set up some programs for youth in
town to meet. So I became a representative for the Optimists in helping to
put together a youth centre. Now the
youth centre has its own committee
and I'm a member of that committee.
So you've been a part of the push for a
youth centre from day one. Are you
happy with what has resulted?
I'm thrilled. They have some really
wonderful programs. Vanessa Slater is
an awesome director. She just has a
way with the kids and she is able to
relate with them very well. But we
need sustainability and the next thrust
now is to encourage people in town to

set money aside for the next five years
so we can keep this going.
Are you getting the numbers of youth
you'd hoped for?
It's not so much the volume we're concerned about, it's the impact it's having on kids. There are kids coming in
who need a place to talk with others or
with an adult. Even if you're helping
just one youth and it's turning their
life around, that's more valuable than
having 500 people come in. For example, when we had those suicides, there
were a lot of upset youths who wanted
to just talk about it and work it
through.
What does it tell you about the state of
some families when youth have to go to
the centre to talk about what's bothering them?
I think it's not just Uxbridge. I think
it's the cultural situation we have now.
It's not the typical farm community
that we had many years ago when, in
order to survive, the family had to
work as a team. It's not like that any
more. In some cases, the kids are more
of a liability than an asset. I was fortunate to be able to come home after
school and spend time with the family, but not all family situations are like
that now. Mom and Dad both have to
work, they both come home tired and
many times they're not even able to sit
down at the supper table together
because people are coming and going
at different times.
John, thank you.
Thank you.

It's the nature of the beast. Unlike a
car, a semi truck revs around 2,000
rotations/minute, as redlining the
engine risks serious damage to gearbox
and driveline components. As a result,
some semi trucks have as many as 21
gears, depending on how much weight
they haul.
“It's a tough draw to get up that hill
with all that weight, it's almost noisier
than a gravel pit,” Giordano said.
As a result, some truckers like Rick
Short avoid coming into town altogether.
“I go down Lakeridge and take 21,
it's a little bit shorter,” he said.
“Truckers who know the area understand there's no real advantage to it.”
Other truckers, however, will continue passing through town for a meal
and a place to shop. Such is the case of
Roy Barr, a trucker for Vicdom.
“I stop at Tim Hortons for a coffee or
Country Style,” he said. “There are
lots of restaurants in town and fast
food places for a good meal.”
It is, however, the only route aggregate trucks can take to get to their destinations since Highways 21 and 23
are restricted as “half-load” roads due
to the process of thawing during the
early spring months. Since the thickness of the asphalt is limited on those
roads, this is to prevent heavy trucks
(over five tonnes) from damaging
them.
“You have to feel for them when it's
half-load season, because the only
route without the half-load is the one
that comes through the town,”
Ballinger said.
But this restriction won't exist forev-

er. According to Mayor Gerri-Lynn
O'Connor, there are current plans to
upgrade 23 and 21 to full-load roads,
providing aggregate traffic with permanent alternate routes.
“As soon as the money becomes available, the construction on those two
roads will begin,” O'Connor said.
“There will be no reason for them
whatsoever for coming through town
anymore.”
It won't be cheap. Reconstruction of
21 and 23 would cost the township
$200,000 per kilometre. To raise
funds, O'Connor explained the
Ministry of Natural Resources has
been approached by the top 10 aggregate producing communities, including Uxbridge, seeking to increase the
current 6 cents/tonne fee to $1.
“We suggested that fee needs to be
upgraded as it's remained unchanged
since late 1980s,” O'Connor said.
“That doesn't take into consideration
every gravel truck, but the gravel
trucks that go in and out of the pits in
our township.”
For the time being however, there's
no magic bullet solution.
“It comes down to them, to their
business, so the more loads they can do
a day, the more business they can
make,” said Councillor Jacob Mantle,
adding there needs to be more cooperation between the township, Region
and the aggregate industry. “If we
understand the point that they're trying to get to their destination as quick
as possible, let's work with them on
that then; how can we make this a better route for them.”
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
ANTIQUES
LOCAL ARTWORKS
& HOME DECOR, TOO...
ISN'T
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

OWNED A

GILLDERCROFT ?!

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Give me a call - No job too small

170 Main Street North

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Lisa Ritchie, CGA

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

KO PEL’S Windcrest

Certified General Accountant

CENTURY FURNITURE

• Personal & Corporate
Tax Returns

~ Restorations
~ Repairs
~ Refinishing

• Financial Statement Preparation
• Bookkeeping and Accounting

905.862.4166

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

IT TIME YOU

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

electrical contracting ltd

Pre 1940’s preferred

Nancy R. Chalut

Cemetery Road, Uxbridge
lisaritchiecga@powergate.ca
www.lisaritchie.ca

B.A.

Certified Cabinet Maker
1984
Port Perry

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

905-985-8621

Classified
Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,
microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos,
cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos,
lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO
BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out
sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-9529844 or 905-473-1907. 6/6
Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“By taking our punishment, He made us completely well.” - Isaiah 53:5
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

DAY CARE AVAILABLE: Full or part time, early
arrival or late pickup available. Hot lunches / snacks
provided. Lots of room to play. References available.
Lorrie, 905-852-2349. 4/12
LOCAL GENERAL CONTRACTOR: Fully insured.
Visit michaeljonascontracting.com Or call 647-2076536. 4/5
HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting (Int.-Ext.),
tiling, drywall, carpentry, trim, plumbing, odd jobs,
installation & repair. 905-852-1424. 4/26
CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE in the Uxbridge
area. 30 years experience. Dependable and honest. References available. Call 705 333 3871.
4/12
Wanted
SAVE $25,000 IN COMMISSION! PRIVATE
BUYER wants brick bungalow in Uxbridge 3+ bed,
2 car garage, new, renovated, or ready to reno.
under $445,000, this is the equiv. of the realtor getting you
$470,000, send info to
lejones1@live.com or call 905-862-2774. 4/12
BALES OF STRAW: Call Gladys, 905-852-7035.
4/5
LOOKING FOR A STAR WARS Turbo Tank and
Gun Ship. Please call 905-852-0684. 4/5
SINGLE MALE SEEKS LIFELONG HUMAN
COMPANION. I am a handsome, blue eyed
Himalayan cat, an active senior who is chatty and
loving. No other pets or children. To find me contact
Nicola #416 989 7005. 4/5
HELP WANTED: Scrambles at Foxbridge is looking
for a short order breakfast/lunch cook. If you are
energetic, enthusiastic and have a passion for pro-

viding outstanding customer service through cooking
we want to hear from you. Required skills: Previous
short order cooking experience in a fast paced
restaurant environment, food handlers certificate
preferred but not a requirement as we provide; first
aid/CPR an asset (not a requirement), ability to
work as part of a team and provide leadership.
Immediate start; however, flexibility with start date
is possible. Please forward resume to:
shawn@foxbridgegolf.ca 4/5
HELP WANTED: Reliable youth to work on beef
farm after school, weekends and summer.
Transportation a must. (905) 852-5568. 4/5
PART TIME LABOUR HANDYMAN WANTED:
416-705-9993. 4/5
LOOKING FOR SOMEONE to share boarding my
horse with in Uxbridge. Sweet and gentle 16.2 hh
Irish thoroughbred gelding. Loves to hack, dressage,
easy jumps. Call Sheila 416-419-6255. 4/12
HELP WANTED: Busy Benjamin Moore paint and
decorating store is looking for mature part-time
help, days (including Saturdays). Hours not suitable for students. Please bring your resume to the
store
or
email
to
roanepaintandwallpaper@bellnet.ca . NO PHONE
CALLS PLEASE. 4/12
For Sale
STAIR LIFTS: Two Acorn stair lifts, right side, 14
stairs. 905-862-0593. 4/12
FREE RANGE CHICKEN EGGS: Up to three
dozen weekly. Pickup only. 905-852-2033. 4/5
NORDHEIMER BABY GRAND PIANO
Regular price $15,800. Sale price $7,500. Call Ron
905-621-4941. 4/5
SOFA & LOVESEAT-lazy-boy, gold brown tones,
great condition $250. Wood chipper,8 hp bear cat
$800 obo. Handicap/seniors scooter, 3 wheels used
very little $800 obo 647-201-7057. 4/12
2009 JACUZZI HOT TUB, MODEL 365.
Gently used and in pristine condition! 6-8 seater,
multiple jets surrounding as well as from base.
Fountain, mood lighting and built-in stereo with 4
speakers. Includes all chemicals as well as original
and 2 replacement filters. $5000.00. Reply to 416294-6349. 4/5
ANTIQUE ORNAMENTAL WROUGHT IRON
Items: 1. A pair of driveway gates, quite fancy, 58"

high by 88" wide. 2. Horse box stall upper grilles
24" high, 4 lengths,8", 32"(2), and 88" 3. Fire
screen 31" high by 33" wide. Duncan 905 649
1544 pillowblocks@gmail.com. 4/12
Vehicles for Sale
2001 LEGACY 4-door wagon - All Wheel Drive,
Automatic with 157,700 km; V. good condition, no
rust. ABS. Power windows/locks, heated mirrors, etc.
Everything works. It's a very nice car but no longer
need two vehicles. Asking $4750 905 862 3044.
4/5
For Rent
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT for rent. Large,
bright and clean with gas fireplace, dishwasher,
laundry, hardwood floors, parking, etc… Walk to
GO stop and downtown. No smokers and no pets.
$1200 per month includes utilities. Please call 416617-3418. 4/5
UXBRIDGE: 3 bedroom condo bungalow for rent,
available May 1, no smoking, no pets. 1400 per
month. 705.228.8500. 4/12
COTTAGE FOR RENT - HALIBURTON AREA Beautiful cottage located on Kushog Lake with a
clean sandy beach, (great for kids) 4 bedrooms, 1
bathroom, fully equipped with a dishwasher, BBQ,
satelite TV and a paddle boat. All you need to bring
is your linens and food. $1050 per week. Call or
email for availability
905-852-1106
or
kj.calbert@yahoo.com 4/12
DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE: Large, Clean 2 bedroom Apt, Main Level, Parking, Appliances, Separate
entrance, Available Immediately. $1150/mo.
Inclusive. Call/text 647-220-6093. 4/26
Community Events
COMMUNITY SHOWER FOR LISA TAIT on
Sunday, April 22, 2012 at Sandford United Church,
2 p.m. Call Margaret at 905-852-7841 for more
info. 4/12

ELVIS: Ryleepuss Productions
Presents Elvis. Staring Jay Zanier,
May 25 Music Hall. Tickets Sugar Fx.
For info call Mike 905-852-1836.
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The Voice of Business
It’s not too late to make a
sound financial plan –
for the rest of your life
Once the new year has passed, so
has the time for making a fresh
start. Or so many people think!
When it comes to financial planning though, it’s never too late.
We’re in the thick of tax season
now, so it’s a great time to consider how you can make a head start
in planning for the rest of the year
– and to consider how planning
can help you reduce your taxes
next year.
The first step is to conduct a
thorough review of your financial
life. Unless you know where you
are today, you won’t be able to map
out a strategy for tomorrow.
You can start by making sure that

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the Apr. 2
Council meeting
Million dollars for limestone roads:
Just under $1 million will be spent
over the next three years to upgrade
some of Uxbridge Township's
limestone-based roads.
Public Works Director Ben Kester
recommended Monday that portions of Owen Road, Concession 5
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column by Michael A. Stewart

your goals and objectives remain
viable and realistic. And it’s very
important to be clear on these,
ensuring they’re well-defined and
in line with your current circumstances in life. It’s especially
important to revisit your financial
goals if you’ve recently experienced
major developments in your life,
such as a change in employment,
the birth of a child, or retirement.
In trying to achieve your goals,
you’ll want to ensure that your
investments are appropriate for
your needs and risk tolerance, and
that your portfolio is properly
diversified. Keep in mind, though,
that diversification does not guarantee a profit or protect against
loss.
In that context, make sure you
view any market difficulties of
2011 with a broader perspective.

Don’t allow short-term events in
the stock market to cloud your
longer-term judgment, influencing
you to make rash decisions you
might regret down the road.
Indeed, having a sound investment strategy is critical. For example, all major asset classes should
be considered for your portfolio.
Of course, you should try to
invest every year to help keep your
portfolio growing. That means
your spending, savings and borrowing should be under control.
Examine your income and spending to see how you can divert more
to investments in 2012 – especially considering that market difficulties in 2011 may have created
some potential buying opportunities for 2012.
Another action you can take this
year is to make an early Registered

Retirement Savings Plan (RRSP)
contribution. The sooner you get
your money into the plan, the
longer it has to potentially grow.
Once this year’s contribution is
out of the way, work on a plan to
get your full 2012 contribution
into your RRSP as early in the
year as possible. If you can’t make a
large lump-sum contribution at
the start in 2012, set up a periodic
plan that allows you to contribute
monthly – though keep in mind
that systematic investing does not
ensure a profit or protect against
loss.
If you have unused contribution
room from the past, formulate a
plan to make up for those missed
contributions in 2012. You’ll help
boost retirement savings and
reduce next year’s tax bill.
You might also want to consider

a Tax-Free Savings Account
(TFSA). A discussion you could
have with your financial advisor is
whether – based on your personal
circumstances – you should contribute to your TFSA, RRSP or
both.
There may be more you can do
today to get ready for 2012. Speak
with your financial advisor to
determine what actions you can
take now to financially position
yourself as effectively as you can for
next year and beyond.

north of Regional Road 13 and
Concession 2 north of Regional
Road 8 be upgraded with gravel at
a cost of $333,000 each. The
money will come from a $1-million limestone road upgrade
reserve fund established by council
earlier this year. In the first two
years, each road will be covered in
gravel with surface treatment coming in the third year.
Continuing the opposition that he
voiced earlier this year when the
fund was established, Councillor
Gord Highet opined that the
money could be better used elsewhere in the township. Councillor
Bev Northeast, however, claimed
that residents living on limestone
roads are faced with regular repairs
to their vehicles because of the
limestone coating the brakes. She
noted that an ambulance recently
went several kilometres out of its
way because the driver refused to
travel down a limestone road.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
moved that Mr. Kester's recom-

mendations be approved and the
motion carried.
Council supports racetrack slots:
Uxbridge council voted Monday to
send a letter to the Ontario Lottery
and Gaming Commission (OLG)
and
the
Association
of
Municipalities of Ontario requesting that the OLG reconsider its
intention to close slot machine
operations at Ontario racetracks.
Slot machine gambling operations
have been installed at numerous
racetracks around the province,
including Toronto's Woodbine
racetrack and the Kawartha Downs
racetrack, with the OLG entering
into revenue-sharing agreements
with the track operators. The OLG
has announced it will be closing
some of these operations within the
next year and ending the revenue
sharing. The Ontario Horse Racing
Industry Association claims such a
move would put thousands out of
work and would have a negative
impact on many horse and farming
operations in the province.

Councillor Pat Mikuse, leading
discussion on a letter from a local
resident on the subject, pointed
out there is a farm in north
Uxbridge that has 200 race horses
as well as numerous other farms in
the township that provide hay and
feed.
Councillor Pat Molloy, stating his
opposition to the OLG move, said
it would have "a huge impact" on
Uxbridge farmers.
Finn fun in council: In one of the
most unusual presentations ever
made before Uxbridge council,
local Canadian Tire owner Pat
Higgins, dressed in a float-adorned
straw hat and fishing vest, pushed a
shopping cart carrying Regional
Councillor Jack Ballinger into the
council chamber.
Mr. Ballinger wore a straw hat, a
life vest, blue jeans and sandals and
wielded a yellow plastic paddle.
The shopping cart was wrapped in
camouflage material and was
decked out with a large red life preserver on one side and a small fish-

ing motor on the back.
Once in front of council, Mr.
Ballinger gave his best impression
of a town crier as he announced the
upcoming annual Huck Finn fishing day, slated for April 28.
Mr. Higgins, noting this year will
see the 10th anniversary of the
event, said the fishing day has
attracted about 25,000 people over
its nine-year history and distributed over 12,000 loot bags. He said
the day pulls out between 60 and
70 volunteers every year and noted
that some of them "were kids who
used to come and fish".
Following their presentation - and
in keeping with the fun theme of
the presentation - Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor left the chamber
briefly and returned with her
young granddaughter, Layla,
whom she asked to present the two
men with a plaque of appreciation
from the township.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong
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416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Michael A. Stewart is a financial
advisor with Edward Jones (Member
- Canadian Investor Protection
Fund). He is also a member of the
Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce.
Michael can be reached at
michael.a.stewart@edwardjones.com
or at 905-852-2831.

Archibald returns as Bruins GM
by Roger Varley
Three years after retiring from the position, Ron Archibald is back as general
manager of the Uxbridge Bruins. The
team made the announcement last
Friday.
Archibald said he was first approached
by the OHA Jr. C Central Division
team shortly after the end of the 20112012 season and finally made the decision to return last Thursday. He said he
initially offered to be a part of a selection committee to find a new GM, but
then found he was the one the team
wanted.
"Things happen for a reason," he said,
referring to his retirement three years
ago. "I stopped being GM because I

had no time at that time and it turned
out to be a good thing."
He said his first order of business will
be to assemble his staff and he is currently meeting with people to reach that
end. When Matt Muir resigned as
coach and general manager at the end
of the season, the Bruins also lost an
assistant general manager and assistant
coach.
The team also lost its president when
John Miller resigned recently, and
Archibald said the club's executive is
now "in the midst of rebuilding themselves".
"I'm excited about some of the directions the executive wants to take the
club," he said.
One of the directions he hopes to take

when it comes to reassembling the team
is to see more players on the team who
live within 15 minutes of Uxbridge.
"I don't want to see Uxbridge kids
going elsewhere to play junior hockey,"
Archibald said.
Archibald said he saw little of the
Bruins during the last season and did
not want to be overly critical, but added
he saw some things that bothered him.
"We all have to get the Bruins going
back in the direction and at the level
they should be," he said. "This team
means too much to this town."
As he begins to assemble his staff,
Archibald also has to deal with the fact
that the team's spring camp is less than
two months away.
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Stemp’s Stew
During the
r e c e n t
municipal
elections a
question
“Do
you
want an elected Chairman of Durham
Region?” appeared on the ballot.
Putting the question on the ballot was
controversial and once voters - mainly
in the southern municipalities - voted
they were in favour of the question
and it carried with a large majority.
The vote was not binding on members of regional council; it was more to
get a feeling as to how voters felt about
the matter. Having heard from the
electorate, members of Durham
Region Council have to decide
whether to continue to elect a
Chairman from amongst themselves
or to have the Chairman elected at

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian
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large by voters during the next municipal elections.
In my opinion, residents of the three
northern municipalities should make
their voices heard in opposition, as
electing a chairman from across the
Region would not be good for us. I see
it as the end of ever having a Region
Chairman from any of our municipalities. We do not have the population translate voters - to ever be able to
elect a chairman from either Brock,
Scugog or Uxbridge. The Chairman
will always be from the south and it
doesn't take a rocket scientist to see
that our interests would move to the
bottom of the list in quick order.
Councillor Bev Northeast makes the
point that residents should have a say
in who will be the chairman - in other
words an elected official. Have to agree
with her, but the chairman is presently an elected official. He or she is elected by the members of Region Council
to become the chairman, they are in
turn elected by the voters. To me that
is a very democratic process, and if you
look at the list of those who have held
the position one can see that this
important position has moved
amongst municipalities right across
the Region regardless of size. The late
Gary Herrema was our last Regional
Chairman, and I think that no one
would argue when I say that he was
one of the best.
As I see it, the problem is that the
elected person will soon fall into the
trap of wanting to please the areas

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for 12 Angry Men at the Music Hall. Last
week’s viewpoint (lower photo) was not guessed.
Hint: look in the southeastern corner of the township. We’ll have the answer next week. Photo by

column by Harry Stemp
where he/she received the most support. Naturally they will start enjoying
the position and the perks that go
along with it so, like most politicians,
will do everything to be re-elected year
after year after year. And with the
southern municipalities having the
most voters, it doesn't take a rocket
scientist to see where all the Region
Chairmen will come from in the
future. In no time the three northern
municipalities will be left out in the
cold.
There is an old saying: “if it ain't
broke, don't fix it”. The present system
has worked well for many years. It isn't
broke, so I hope that all members of
Region Council will take the high road
and leave it alone.
--------------Congratulations this week to Cosmos
owner/publisher Conrad Boyce and
his wife Lisa who, after about six years,
have been able to pay back the large
numbers of residents who put bucks
on the table and supported Conrad in
starting up the strong community
newspaper we have come to enjoy The Cosmos.
Having started a couple of community newspapers over the years, I know it
is not easy and the pitfalls can often
lead to disaster. But like Conrad, I
soon realized that any community
newspaper had to be for the people by
the people. Conrad has done this and
his efforts have been rewarded with
this recent announcement.
At one time Uxbridge Printing
Company Ltd. had 11 community
newspapers in its stable. When I
appeared on a noon-hour news show
on Barrie TV I was asked, “Harry,
what does it feel like to own 11 community newspapers”?
I replied: “No one ever owns a community newspaper. One owns the
right to operate a community newspaper but the paper is owned by the
community. Once the community
decides that you are not doing a good
job for them, your ownership will
soon disappear”.
I still live by that, even though the
vast majority of community newspapers are now owned by major chains. I
feel that, over the years, Conrad has
walked the talk and the Cosmos is truly
a newspaper for the community. May
it always be thus.
----------------Big changes coming to Foxbridge Golf
Club. Tim Evans has left the operation
and will be venturing off into his own
landscaping business. Tim's affable
personality will be missed by

Renee Leahy.

DON’T DELAY - ORDER YOUR
EASTER HAMS AND TURKEYS NOW!

•
•
•
•
•
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Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Foxbridge members and we wish him
well. However I'm sure the new pro,
Darrick Harrop, will fit right in and
members will appreciate his golf talents. Also seeing a golf column in the
Cosmos is a welcome addition to this
popular sport. We can all use a bit of
help.
A major change will see entertainment coming to the restaurant at the
north course. On Sunday April 29th at
5pm one will be able to enjoy a great
night of entertainment. Cliff Erickson
is coming to Foxbridge. Cliff has been
performing for over 30 years and has
performed with great acts like Kenny
Rogers, the Beach Boys, America and
others. Want to have a fun evening?
Then book your tickets now. Can't
beat the price. $30 for dinner and the
show or just $10 for the show. Should
be back from down south by then, so
hope to see you there.
-------------------------A bit of advance notice that the Rotary
Club of Uxbridge is having a scrap
metal day at the Uxbridge Arena on
Saturday, April 28th and this year
they will also be accepting electronics.
I'm sure you are no different than
most of us, who have all kinds of useless things filling our basement or
garage which we never know what to
do with. Now is your chance to clear
those spaces and help local charities at

the same time. And a tip of the hat to
the folks at Port Perry Salvage who
make this worthwhile community
project possible.
If you want more information you
can email Kerin Lloyd at uxbridgerotaryclub@gmail.com or go to their
web site www.uxbridgerotary.com

JACK & JILL for
LISA TAIT &
ALEX WINTER
Saturday, April 7
8 p.m. Sandford Hall
The wedding is planned for
May 26/12
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Cookin’
Memories of Easter.
I love food. I love eating. But
best of all, I love to eat food in its
most natural state. For example:
a ripened freshly picked tomato,
sweet from the warmth of the
sun, eaten within five minutes.
Tear a little fresh basil on it and
drizzle it with a fruity olive oil and you have an appetizer. I love
the spontaneity and the freshness. Share it with friends, and it
reaches a higher dimension.
This little preamble leads me to
Easter. Easter is fresh and new.
And newborn like Spring. It isn't
clouded over with responsibilities and 'have to get' gifts; it is
enough to be with family and
friends and share the warmth of
a good meal and hopefully, some
sun.
I have many fond memories of
Easter and food, especially
Easter at my in-law's table. It
may have appeared spontaneous

with Donna Van Veghel-Wood

to us children, but when I
describe the yearly tribute, you
can decide just how much
thought and work was involved
in the Easter provided by Oma
and Opa.
Arriving at various times after
church services on Easter
Sunday, we were greeted with a
table laden with fresh fruit of all
description, a block of aged
Gouda and a block of Canadian
cheddar, soft cheeses like Brie
and Gorgonzola, a side of
smoked salmon, bowls of pickled herring, a platter of various
salamis, bagels, dark German rye
breads, baguettes, hard boiled
eggs… I know I am forgetting
something. The table was groaning under the weight of the food
and we all sat down and ate until
dinner.
While we ate, Opa was at the
stove taking orders for sausages,
bacon, eggs and home fries.
Oma was delivering a huge ham

to the table, decorated with
pineapple rings and red cherries
held by cloves and laced with
maple syrup.
Coffee, juice, wine flowed like
the conversation. This was
Easter and we were all together,
eating. Looking back, I don't
remember if Oma or Opa ever
sat down with us. I think they
preferred to look down over us
all with pride and happiness at
their big family laughing together.
These Easter brunches were
elaborate and yet, simple in their
execution. Simple fare like
blocks of cheese and platters of
salmon and herring were put out
for each of us to help ourselves
with bread and meats nearby.
Reaching, laughing, talking, this
was a successful party. We all
remember Easter brunch.
I am sure there was lots of food
left over after brunch - cheese,
eggs, salmon or ham - and these

Fashion fundraiser fights cancer
Many Canadians are not aware of the link between being
overweight/obese and cancer. We knew the link between
being overweight and diabetes and heart disease, but cancer? The prevalence of obesity is on the rise in Canada
among children and adults. Avoiding obesity, along with
appropriate food and nutrition, regular physical activity
and limiting alcohol consumption can prevent about 1/3
of all cancers. It's time we take control of our lives and get
thinking about how we can help others.
How can you and I help? Let's start here. On Saturday,
April 14th at 2pm you can join NRG
4 Life's instructors, Krista Shortt (a
local who's been personally touched
by Cancer and on "Terry's Team",
members of the community who have
been personally affected by cancer)
and Sarah Terrion, co-owner of NRG
4 Life Fitness in a Spring Fling
Fashion Fundraiser! Just as Terry Fox's
vision was that every person can make
a difference, so does it align with
those at NRG 4 Life that they will
"Strengthen Uxbridge One Person at a
Time"!
The show will feature spring and
summer fashions from local stores like
Woods & Woods, Marks Work

7-DAY

Wearhouse as well as Loko Sport and Jockey Person to
Person clothiers. It's going to be a really fun event featuring casual ladies day wear, fitness and yoga attire.
"It's important for us to not only align ourselves with an
organization with a similar vision to ours, but also to work
with stores that carry real clothes for real people!" says
Sarah Terrion. "These fashions will lift your spirits, flatter
and inspire you! Together, we can make a difference just
like Terry Fox did! We are honouring his vision by putting this event together for the community and everyone
who has been touched by this disease."
All proceeds will be donated to the
Terry Fox Foundation. Also, NRG 4
Life has put together some great door
prizes which includes a 6 Month Gold
Fitness Membership at NRG 4 Life
Fitness. We can all work together to
battle cancer so let's get started!
Tickets can be purchased at NRG 4
Life Fitness, Blue Heron Books and
Elemi Organics.
When: Saturday, April 14th from 2 4 pm. at NRG 4 Life Fitness - 69
Brock St., Upper Level. Cost: $20 in
advance. $25 at the door.

MEMBERSHIPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

SEND EMAIL TO
TO INQUIRE.

T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 5 t h 2 0 1 2

darrick@foxbridgegolf.ca

leftovers are perfect for a frittata
or open-face flat omelette.
FRITTATA: Amounts for one
personal size frittata: In a small
sauté pan drizzled with two
tablespoons of olive oil, add two
tablespoons of finely diced
onion and one clove of minced
garlic. Season lightly with salt
and pepper and cook until transparent. Whisk together three
eggs with salt and pepper (to
taste) and pour into the frying
pan over the onions and garlic.
Let the egg mixture set and then,
with a heatproof spatula, lift the
edge of the frittata and tilt the
pan to pour the egg mixture out
to the edge of the pan. Keep tilting and spreading the egg mixture until the egg is almost total-

ly set. Remove from heat and
spread a half-cup of cooked
ham, diced and two tablespoons
of grated cheese of your choice
over the frittata. Finish cooking
in a 350F oven until cheese
melts and the frittata is puffy.
Serve with a fresh green salad
and/or home fries.
Salmon, green onion, and goat
cheese is a good combination
but I encourage you to make
your own frittata with whatever
leftovers there are from Easter.
You can make a larger frittata by
multiplying the ingredients and
using a larger pan.
Come to think of it, the frittata is a great Easter brunch meal
in itself.
Happy Easter!

On APRIL 4TH,
Please wish

DOROTHY SMITH
a Happy

100TH BIRTHDAY!
With Love, Your Family
The

Creation Science Museum of Canada
teams up with the
Creation Research Museum of Ontario
to bring you one great exhibition at
Goodwood Baptist Church
in Goodwood Ontario
Lots of subjects covered in the displays including:
Living Fossils, Dinosaurs, Noah's Ark, Fossil Human
Foot Prints, Evidence of Dinosaurs and People Living
Together, Biology and Geology.
Over 400 rocks, minerals and fossils to view!
Free fossil and mineral giveaways and fossil hunts on Saturdays
(while the rocks last!)

April 14 to 22, 2012
For admission hours and prices, visit
www.creationresearchontario.weebly.com
or contact Martin Legemaate, 905-888-0188
mlegemaate@hotmail.com
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