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PLASMA KIDS - Uxbridge Secondary School students Carmen Stiller and Simon Gladstone hold their unique “lightsaber” plasma project. The duo and their fascination with electromagnetic science won them the University
of Ottawa Entrance Scholarship at the Durham Regional Science Fair last Saturday. See story page 9.
Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.
Orange Blossoms, James Street by Octavian Lacatusu
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Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for April

HUCK FINN
10TH ANNUAL
YOUTH FISHING
DAY!

Monday, April 23rd
7:00 p.m.
COUNCIL

Saturday April 28th
at Elgin Pond in Uxbridge

QUOTE Q12-04
TREE PLANTING

Parade at 9:15 am and
Fishing from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.

Quotation forms may be picked up at the
Municipal Office at 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge, Ontario for tree planting
in the Township of Uxbridge. All trees
must be planted by June 15, 2012.
Quotation Closing:
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 at
2:00 p.m. local time.
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Get motivated & inspired to build a business in north
Durham. Learn from local business successes.

Wed. May 2, 2012, 6-9 pm
Sunderland Town Hall, 120 River Street

Informative forum of guest & keynote speakers
live demos by award-winning robotics teams
refreshments, networking, Q&A

PUBLIC NOTICE

BONNER BOYS SPLASH PAD

Take notice that the Council for the
Township of Uxbridge has a contract
with Animal Licensing Services Ltd. to
conduct door-to-door dog tag sales.
Please be advised that these sales
will be conducted throughout the
Township.

The Township of Uxbridge and the
Bonner Boys are now accepting donations from contractors and suppliers for
their help in the construction of the new
Splash Pad. Donation forms are available
at the Clerk’s Department at the
Township Office, 51 Toronto St. S. or on
the
Township
website
www.town.uxbridge.on. All donations will
be considered and reviewed. Forms
must be submitted to the Township of
Uxbridge Clerks Department by May 4th,
2012. Thank you for supporting the
Bonner Boys Splash Pad!

Inquiries regarding the door-to-door
sales should be directed to the undersigned.
Debbie Leroux
Clerk

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

STREET SWEEPING
Street sweeping will be continuing in the
upcoming weeks, weather permitting and will
take several weeks to complete. Please try
not to park on the streets during this time.
Please leave the sand on the road as there
will not be any special pick up of sand left in
piles or in pails. It is acceptable to rake any
sand that has accumulated on the boulevard
into the curb and gutter prior to the sweeping
of the street. Any areas that are missed due
to parked cars will be redone after all sweeping is complete.
Below is the schedule for sweeping:
1. N/E corner of town
2. Rural subdivisions and hamlets
3. N/W corner of town
4. S/W corner of town
5. S/E corner of town
6. Town parking lots
(The town portion is divided into four areas
with Brock & Main Streets as the centre
point.)

LOCAL ARTISTS, ARTISANS,
HISTORIANS, AND
INSTRUCTORS WANTED
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Please be advised Main Street will be
closed from Mill Street to Elgin Park
Drive for the event from 8:30 am - 1:00
pm. The street will be fully occupied
with booths, families and volunteers.
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This is a completely free event
for all participating youth.
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The Township of Uxbridge & Heritage
Department is currently enhancing its
schedule of Art and Heritage programs for
the Spring - Fall 2012 seasons.
If you are an individual or business operator and are interested in partnering with
Recreation & Culture department to deliver an Art or heritage program, we would
like to hear from you!
Program proposals are being accepted
now for inclusion into the upcoming season.
Proposals should include:
• Name of company or individual
• Name of the program being proposed
with a full description of the program and
its desired outcomes. Identify length of the
program i.e., on e class or a series of
classes over a number of weeks. Identify
Spring, Summer, Fall and Per person
charge being proposed
• Potential location for programs include:
The Uxbridge Historical Centre using the
School House or the Lodge Hall.
• Experience and background of individuals/company specific to program being
proposed including any individual certifications.
• Proposals can be of a cultural, art,
leisure, wellness or recreational nature.
• Would you be interested in displaying
your Art or craft?
Amanda Ferraro,
Uxpool - 1 Parkside Drive,
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T9
aferraro@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Gimme Shelter
Fundraiser
A fundraising dinner for the New
Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog
is being hosted on May 5, 2012 at
Skyloft Ski and Country Club. Tickets
are on sale now. For further information please go to the Website at
www.animal-shelter.ca.

Bonner Boys
Make a “Splash” for Uxbridge
Last week, MPP for Durham, John O'Toole was
hosted by the Bonner Boys Community Club to
help celebrate some fantastic news for Uxbridge.
This past March, a collaborative project led by the
Bonner Boys Club, was awarded a $149,700 grant
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) to build
a new splashpad and accessible walkway, which
will enhance recreational opportunities for children
and families in Uxbridge.
The Bonner Boys Club, along with the Uxbridge
Gorgons and Township of Uxbridge, came together specifically to implement this project and they
have been working together since September
2010. Given their successful partnership so far,
they anticipate working together on similar projects
in the future.
“I would like to congratulate The Bonner Boys for
their leadership in building the new Uxbridge play
park, and for their successful application to the
Ontario Trillium Foundation,” said Durham MPP
John O'Toole. “This project brings the community
together for a worthwhile project that Uxbridge children and families will enjoy for many years to
come.”
“This is very exciting news for both our group and
more importantly the people of Uxbridge. We now
have the opportunity to build a 1st class splash pad
for everyone to enjoy for years to come.” said
Bonner Boys member Bret Meyers
“The Township of Uxbridge is very fortunate to
work with the Bonner Boys and the Uxbridge
Gorgons on this initiative. A new splashpad and
accessible walkway would not be possible without
the collaborative relationship between the three
local parties involved and the financial commitment
of the Ontario Trillium Foundation” said Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor.
The Bonner Boys were started in the spring of
2004 after the passing of a close friend, Brent
Bonner. The original idea was to provide funds for
his son Benjamin's future through a fund raising
hockey tournament. From 5 original members to
30, from one event to 5 annually, and from one
heart felt thought to endless possibilities, this club
has become so much more.
A leading grantmaker in Canada, the Ontario
Trillium Foundation strengthens the capacity of the
voluntary sector through investments in community-based initiatives. An agency of the Government
of Ontario, OTF builds healthy and vibrant communities.

FROM THE TAX OFFICE...
2012 Interim Tax Bills
The SECOND INSTALLMENT is due and
payable on or before Monday, April 30, 2012.
Please pay promptly to avoid penalty.
Penalty/interest of 1.25% is added on the first
day of default and the first day of each calendar
month thereafter. Failure to receive a Tax Notice
does not excuse the taxpayer from responsibility
for payment of taxes nor liability for any penalty
or interest due to late payments.
The
penalty/interest charges cannot be waived or
reduced by the Tax Department or Council for
any reason.
Tax payments can be made by the following: In
person by Interac, Cheque or Cash, by Mail
(Post-dated cheques are accepted), telephone &
Internet banking, drop box, or at most financial
institutions.
If you did not receive your 2012 Interim Tax Bill,
please call the Tax Department at 905-852-9181
ext. 211. If a tax receipt for Income Tax purposes is required for any previous year's taxes, a fee
of $10.00 plus HST will be charged.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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A Cup of Coffee...
Many people change careers in
mid-life, but for John Anderson
the career change was drastic and fascinating. We thought it
would be a good idea to talk to
John about it over a cup of coffee.
To begin, you just had a new posting in your new career?
That's right. At the Church of the
Ascension in Port Perry.
Are you the minister there now?
Well, I'm what they call the priest
in charge. I've been at Christ
Church in Stouffville for the last
two-and-a-half years as the associate. This is my first posting at a
church on my own. Ascension has
been a church that in the last year
has gone through a little crisis.
Part of the congregation and minister and wardens had left to start
their own church in Port Perry, so
I'm going in to help them reconstitute themselves.
So are you the kind of minister
who goes in to solve trouble spots?
No. I had been an intern there for
a year. It's an old church, over 170
years old. I just saw it as a good fit
for my skills that I like to bring to
bear. I knew the people to be compassionate and wanting to build
up their church.
How long have you been in the
ministry?
I've been ordained as a priest for
the last two years - I'll be coming
up to my anniversary in a few days
- and a year before that I was a
deacon. So, three years.
You talk about your skills. Before
that you were a lawyer?
Yes, for about 16 years.
What kind of law did you practice?
I practiced in Barrie. I was a partner in a law firm of six other
lawyers with three associates and
my area of practice was litigation,
but my emphasis was on labour
and employment law. So I did a
lot of wrongful dismissals, human
rights, collective bargaining,
worker's compensation. But I also
did a lot of trial advocacy and
property disputes.
I was thinking how, in one respect,
those two professions appear widely apart and yet, in another, your
skills as a lawyer would be quite
compatible with being a minister.
I think the answer is yes on both
counts. On the one hand, the legal
system is a completely adversarial
system, although in more and
more areas, like family law and
human rights, it's more a model of
mediation and working on a collaborative basis. But for the most
part, it's very adversarial. In contrast, the world of the church is
not intended to be an adversarial
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with John Anderson

system. It's supposed to be a place
where you nurture, you love.
Not what one associates with
lawyers.
The interesting thing about the
Anglican Church is its relationship to law. Britain used to have its
ecclesiastical courts, so it wasn't
unusual for lawyers and priests to
be one and the same. We have that
tradition and we sometimes draw
on it.
But as a lawyer, I'm sure there
were times you aimed for compromise between parties, but in the
church, surely there is no room for
compromise?
It depends what you mean.
Certainly in law it's not black and
white like some people believe in
watching courtroom dramas. It is
reaching compromise. We always
used to say if the parties were both
unhappy, you'd reached a resolution. Law is about compromise.
But I think in any kind of institution where there are people gathered, in the church as well, you
always have people with a diversity of opinions and a diversity of
backgrounds, whether it's ethnicity or culture or class. So within
the context of that, one of the
roles of a priest is trying to balance
that diversity so you can have
unity. So you've got to look for
compromise. You can't go in and
say: "This is how it's going to be
done." You've got to come together and work together.
What I was getting at, John, was
that in law you have such things as
plea bargaining and compromise,
but in religion the rules are pretty
much set down and you believe
them. There's no variation, no
compromise.
Ah, that's what I call the kindergarten way of looking at religion.
And it's a problem in the church
as well: that everything we know
about God, everything we know
about our relationship with Jesus,
everything we know about our
creed, we were taught in kindergarten. The problem we get in
church is that we stop learning at
a very young age. Those simple
ideas about faith and God and
whatever: we don't continually try
to educate ourselves about them
more and ask the tougher questions and challenge our faith and
church doctrine. So as we get
older, we have, sometimes, a sort
of fragmented and uninformed
theology. So when we hit those
tough spots in our life, it may not
ring true. I, on the other hand, am
of the view that we need to always
educate ourselves, always continue
to challenge ourselves, always continue to ask those big questions so

that you can respond in an intelligent way.
I imagine your training as a
lawyer must come in awfully
handy for giving sermons?
I told one person, when I was
going in to do one of my first sermons and they asked me if I was
nervous, you're always a little
nervous when you're doing any
kind of public speaking, but once
you've appeared in the Court of
Appeals of Ontario with three
tough judges who are firing questions at you, you're pretty much

prepared for anything. I bring all
kinds of skills from my days as a
lawyer to bear in doing sermons
and in the running of a church.
You'll forgive me for saying so,
John, but isn't it a little late in life
to become a minister? What led to
that decision?
I was in my early 40s. I'd been
practicing law for 16 years. I did it
well and enjoyed it for the most
part. But I felt a lack of direction.
It wasn't feeding me on a larger
level, both intellectually and spiritually. So I was thinking about
doing a career change. I didn't
want to go through life having
regrets that I really didn't do what
I wanted to do. At the same time,
I had become very involved in my
church in Shanty Bay (near
Barrie). I actually came to faith
late in life, in my 30s. So while all
this soul-searching was going on, I
felt I had a calling, a vocation, to
take on a more priestly role. A lot
of that was driven by my interest
in social justice. As a lawyer, at the
end of the day, as much as you
help people and act on a pro bono
basis, it is about money. I felt I
was doing more for people in the
context of the church. I could
have continued doing that as a
Christian and a lawyer, but I had a
real sense of having a vocational
call, where you were a spiritual
leader to people, a leader at the
altar and so I decided I'm going to
do this.
What was your family's reaction?
Well, you're leaving a six-figure
income to earn very little money,

by Roger Varley

you're uprooting your family to
come to Uxbridge to have the
grandparents watch the kids, your
wife has to go back to work and
she's got to put up with a spouse
who's going to school for the next
three years. So that was a long four
years. I wouldn't have been able to
do that without the support of my
wife and kids, despite all the
bumps in the road.
Was it a difficult four years?
On one level it wasn't, from an
academic point of view. And being
in Uxbridge was a good place to
be. We had the grandparents, the
kids were involved in a lot of
activities. But on the other hand,
you're now going from making six
figures to no figures and you
downsize the home, you're meeting new people. That was hard. It
was hard on the family. I think if
we had to do it all over again, we'd
probably have stayed where we
were. But things have worked out
well. The kids are involved in
musical theatre and the music
scene here. They would never have
got that if we'd stayed where we
were. So no regrets.
Talking about your children, it
seems to me that ministers don't
get to set down roots. You keep
moving. How will they deal with
that?
Those days are over. More and
more, the new clergy coming in
today in the Anglican church in
the Toronto diocese are secondcareer people. And that's true of a
lot of other denominations. So the
age range of new ministers tends
to be in their 40s and 50s and the
reason for that is those are the
people who can afford it. They can
afford the education and can subsidize themselves and afford to
take a lower salary. So the church,
at least the Toronto diocese, has

UXBRIDGE

Manor & Spa

The Ultimate Spa Retreat

In the Spa

Nothing epitomizes the mission
at the Uxbridge Manor more
than our Spa Services. Our
treatments go well beyond
traditional pampering; from our
massages, facials, and body
treatments, to foot and hand care
and finishing touches, we
guarantee your satisfaction.
Take the Tour:
www.uxbridgespa.com
Tours by appointment only.
Call to make and
appointment 905-852-6047
email us at
info@uxbridgemanorandspa
321 Feasby Road, Uxbridge

been very good at recognizing the
reality that families need to do
their education where they are,
where they have kids, where their
spouses work and they can't just
simply move around. I've been
fortunate. When I got into this,
My wife, Lisa, made one rule: I'll
never go to Toronto. We've always
been interested in small town
ministries, rural ministries, so
when it was time for me to take on
my ministry, my bishop said:
"We'll wait and stay in Stouffville
'til something becomes available
in your area."
Were you what they call religious
as a young man?
No, no. I was baptized an
Anglican. From the day I was baptized, it was the last day I went to
church as a kid. In fact, I never
started thinking about church
until I started dating Lisa, whose
parents were United Church. The
danger about hanging around
Christians is it's very infectious.
At that time I was an atheist. I
didn't believe in God. To the
point that I came home one summer and burned my baptismal certificate, because I was of the view
that no one was going to dictate to
me who I should accept or reject
as God. God has a sense of irony.
When you are accepted as a postulant, you have to prove that you're
a baptized Christian. So I had to
go and find a baptismal certificate.
So I went to church in Hamilton
where I was baptized and the minister who baptized me was the
Rev. John Anderson. There you
go.
On that note, John, thank you.
Thank you.

Mother’s Day Gift Cards
Treat mom to a pampering day at the spa!
We’re here to help moms relax, unwind
and refresh with rejuvenating spa services.

Celebrate Motherhood

Monthly Promos and Trip
Giveaways
Every three months we offer you the
exclusive opportunity to win an All Inclusive
trip to Cuba for 2.
Visit: www.uxbridgemanorandspa.com
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our two cents
A last word
Fifteen weeks at the Uxbridge Cosmos… oh my, does time fly. It was just yesterday when I drove
into the frigid backwoods of Uxbridge, brimming with curiosity as I walked into the Cosmos office,
where I met my new editor, Conrad, and his faithful four-legged friend, Lacey.
This story however, has a peculiar beginning. My very first trip to Uxbridge followed after my discovery of the Foster Memorial, which, funny enough, I managed to find purely by accident while surfing the abyssal Internet. It was during the last weeks of May 2009 that I drove up to see this magnificent structure. Once there, I stepped out of the car and took a long stare at it, almost in disbelief,
wondering, “Someone should call the Vatican. Something's missing.”
As it happens though, I returned to Uxbridge at the end of 2009, during my second year of college.
It was my very first major photo story. My colleagues and I were assigned to cover the Santa Claus
parade in Toronto, but due to the lack of breathing room and inferior lens equipment, I was forced
to abandon hopes that I'd get a required shot of Santa Claus. With the deadline slowly approaching,
I caught wind from my professor, Ted Barris, that the Uxbridge Santa Claus parade was happening
on the following day. This time, I drove into the heart of Uxbridge, enduring an unforgiving snow
storm on the way up. As I walked up Brock Street towards the Arena, the skies cleared up, turning
into a crystal-clear day of warm sunshine. The experience turned out to be a blessing, since not only
did I manage to grab my necessary shots (one of which won an award at Centennial) but I soaked
in the atmosphere and the overall pleasant feel of the local cheer, which in turn, boosted my spirits.
My presence in Uxbridge didn't return until January this year, when I chose the Uxbridge Cosmos
for my internship, the last stretch of my journalism program. It was, in fact, on my third day at the
Cosmos that I fell into the township's history and affairs. I was tasked by Conrad to find the Altona
Inn, after learning of its possible demolition by the Federal Government. I then hopped in my Civic,
hoping that I'd find this (somewhat fabled in my mind) village of Altona. In fact, I became so mesmerized by the idea that I overshot the correct road, ending up on the outskirts of Pickering. A quick
call to Conrad later, and I eventually stopped near the remains of the Inn. On the pile of rubble sat
an excavator, like a mean kid who just kicked over a work of art. After taking a few photos, I looked
around the somewhat lonely locale. Not a person in sight, just the wind passing through desolate,
empty trees. I then left behind the depressing scenery to report my findings. It was perhaps my first
indication that there is more to Uxbridge and indeed its surrounding areas, hiding precious and perhaps forgotten stories.
I was equally privileged on meeting local historian Allan McGillivray, after being assigned to discover Uxbridge's link to the War of 1812. I can safely say Allan (along with his book) gave me a crash
course in some of the township's history, which turned out to be much richer than it initially appears.
Down the road I discovered the existence of the Hela Spice factory, where I managed to enjoy a thorough tour of (the aromas were truly delicious). Suddenly, my small image of a sleepy town began to
dissipate into an overwhelming amount of active material, everything from grateful and giving locals
such as Margaret Britton, to adventurous gear heads like Mathieu Noualy, to gifted artists like Daniel
Colby. And of course, what day was complete without the melodies of Jennifer Neveu-Cook's lovely
plethora of singers, as well as her own wonderful singing voice.
But just as I received a crash course in the town's history from Allan, I received one in local politics, some of which were a challenge to immerse myself into but satisfying nevertheless. My thanks
go to Mayor Gerri-Lynn O'Connor and the Township Council who've always made the time to speak
to me, regardless of their chaotic schedule. And, of course, special thanks to my editor, Conrad, to
Lisa and Roger, for guiding me through this tough but awarding experience.
Finally, thanks to the township of Uxbridge, for its splendid paths through lush hills, its roads
through sleepy woods and calm atmosphere. We'll meet again…don't know where…don't know
when… - Octavian Lacatusu

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Commentary
The foundering ship
of Christianity
The huge ship of Christianity has
metaphorically hit an iceberg and is
steadily
taking
on
water.
Congregants are abandoning the
ship by boatloads, yet the choir
steadfastly gathers on deck singing,
“Nearer My God to Thee.” However,
there are no rescue boats on the way
to save this ship.
The Cosmos editorial of April 5
pointed out that high school age kids
have at best, a tenuous grasp on why
they get an extra-long weekend holiday called Easter. This is a sample of
what the general population is experiencing. Years ago I heard Bishop
Spong speak about people refusing
to accept the pretzel logic required to
belong to the Christian church.
Vince Winder in the same April 5
issue promotes that very pretzel logic
with statements like, “Jesus Christ
was God in human form. He
claimed to be God and he proved he
was God” and “On Easter Sunday
Christians celebrate the fact that
Jesus Christ rose from the grave. It
was the greatest miracle of history.”
When Mr. Winder says, “the resurrection of Christ is an historical fact
much more fully attested to than
most other events of ancient history
we automatically take for granted,”
he is simply stating a falsehood. The
Jesus of the Bible has never been
proven to actually have existed.
I’ve spent years studying the Bible
and about the Bible. I’ve even
preached the lessons of the Bible but
my studies have led me to become
what I call, Post Christian. I have
untwisted my pretzel and learned the
following:
First we must understand that what
we call ‘God’ is simply a name
attached to an ineffable idea. There
is no old man up above the clouds or
beyond space ruling an eternal king-

by Dave Jones

dom where all the good dead folks
live. God is one of many, many
names humans invented for the idea
that there is a creating being or force
beyond our experience in space and
time. We labeled this idea ‘God’ and
gave it a human shape and qualities
because it’s beyond our ability to ever
comprehend. We made God look
like us.
What the earliest people realized
was: that creating being is in
absolutely everything. It’s in you and
me, in us and all around us. We are
swimming in an ocean of god just as
fish swim in the sea. When our body
is formed from the matter of this
world, that ‘ocean’ enlivens us; when
our body ceases to function, it
decomposes, leaving once more only
the unknown force, the ‘ocean’.
Jesus understood he was flesh made
from this world but that the god idea
had animated him. He named the
god idea, Abba, or Father. Jesus was
a good practicing Hebrew but in his
missing years he went on a successful
quest for enlightenment. He
returned to the people of Israel hoping to enlighten them, too. He used
stories and parables to teach the people as was the custom in those days.
Jesus also realized the corruption of
the Hebrew religious leadership and
spoke strongly against it. His growing popularity made him a threat to
that establishment and they tried to
discredit him but failed. In a panic
they schemed to eliminate him.
The busy celebration of Passover in
Jerusalem was a perfect cover for
them to manipulate the Romans into
executing him. Jesus went to
Jerusalem to celebrate like any good
Hebrew. He was easily captured by
the religious leadership, condemned
and taken to the Romans as a criminal. The Romans brooked no rabble
rousing and had him executed as a
matter of course. The Hebrews
thought their job was done, and it
normally would have except for the

only real miracle in the Bible.
Normally Jesus and his message
would have faded from awareness
but miraculously, the true meaning
of his message began to dawn on his
followers. They formed a movement
to spread the word. It was like Jesus
was still alive but now with many
mouths to proclaim his message of
love and forgiveness. This execution
story was padded and amplified by
the movement over the first hundred
years after his death in order to make
Jesus the center of a miraculous story
that was claimed as truth. The movement institutionalized and became
the Christian church, which in turn
became a corrupt behemoth, just as
the Hebrew’s had. This wolf in
sheep’s clothing exists to this day.
Unfortunately, with the early leaders of the church seeking to glorify
themselves, the story turned into
superstition. Unintelligible rituals
and monetary donations took the
place of simple forgiveness of sin to
qualify one for eternal life. Since
money corrupts, the church became
corrupted and sin was a powerful
tool for making money.
However, sin has no bearing on
what happens when we die. Sin is the
life struggle between our animalistic
self and our spiritual self. Life in this
realm of space and time is division,
dualism, opposition, good and bad,
lightness and darkness. Sin is giving
in to our base instincts. At death we
leave this struggle behind and our
eternal spiritual self, that God idea,
that ‘ocean’ is left. It is the eternal
realm of oneness, unity or perfection. That eternity is within us right
now. We are the past, the future as
well as the present in one bundle at
this very moment. When the temporal or present part of us ends, the
eternal part continues on. Jesus
wanted us to find and connect with
the eternal part within us, just as he
had.
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

In the Steele of the night

Of fathers and sons

Some mysteries are better left unsolved. I came to this rather mournful conclusion one day when I wandered into our home library looking for my next dose of literary gratification. Our
“library” consists of an IKEA shelving unit (the Sven or the Ollie or something) and various companion pieces
from the Garage Sale Collection. It is fully stocked with books from just about every literary genre: humour, history, biography, science and nature, classic fiction, science fiction, pulp fiction. There are books cataloguing the
flora and fauna of Ontario and others that show the greenhorn how to rewire his house without burning it to the
ground. We even have a section for books that are just plain goofy. My favourite is the “Doubleday Cookbook,
Volume 1, c. 1975”, with recipes for pan-seared muskrat and braised woodchuck, complete with illustrations.
Off to one side is an entire unit housing a genre of literature whose appeal has always escaped me: romance.
I usually pass them without noticing. That is, until I tripped over a box of Harlequins waiting to be uncrated. Not
a book or a bag of books, mind you, but a BOX of books. They were my wife’s latest acquisitions. Given her ability to get through one of these things in an afternoon, they would probably never hit the shelf.
I’ve always wondered why anyone would want to read these things. They may have been rejected by the Dewey
Decimal System but you can’t deny their popularity. Harlequin boasts annual sales of over 130 million units,
which would be enough to clear-cut all of British Columbia and parts of the Pacific northwest.
I know very little else about Harlequins except they originated in Winnipeg and are extremely flammable. This
latter tidbit comes courtesy of college weekends spent at my buddy Ian’s cottage. On rainy days we would lug
armloads of his mother’s Harlequins – pilfered from old boxes, naturally – down to the fire pit for kindling.
When doused in gasoline and lit ablaze they burned with a pulsing, green glow. The resulting plume of acrid
smoke contained more neurotoxins than Three Mile Island. And over this we charred our chicken wieners. In all
those years of sacrificing Harlequins, I never once thought to open one up and read it. In fact, I didn’t even
regard them as something you read.
Having nearly broken my ankle over them however, I, Roger Pires, lover of hockey and consumer of all things
medium rare, decided to unlock the mystery of why the romance novel is the queen of all book sales. So, like
a kid who’s discovered a stash of girlie magazines under the basement steps, I peered around the corner before
diving into my illicit thrill. I was about to gingerly coax one of the books from its hiding place when I faltered.
I just couldn’t do it. Instead, I reached for one of the Danielle Steele novels - you have to draw the line somewhere - that occupy their own wing of the library. This woman must release a new book every five minutes –
and my wife has all of them. The blurb on the back told me that over 600 million copies have passed through
trembling, expectant fingers. Well, that should about do it for the rain forests. Judging by their glossy covers
they would appear to have similar fire-starting abilities to Harlequins.
I opened it up. I don’t recall the title but I think it had “Naked” in it. The story made a lasting impression on
me; I can still recall every detail. From page one, I was drawn into the author’s web of intrigue. The words leapt
from the page and pinned my imagination in a Bulgarian headlock. The story begins in a café in the City of
Lights. Our heroine Mindy (or Mandy or something) finds herself in Paris as love’s loser. She is coming off a
painful breakup. Her boyfriend of several hours, Chadd (or Blaize?), ran off with her archrival, Zirconia. First,
she stole the head cheerleading role from under her nose and now this! She escapes her career as a doctor
(lawyer? circus performer?) in Bootlick, Alabama to ease a broken heart. While sipping a café-au-lait she meets
Brick (or was it Clay?). She gazes into his limpid eyes and gawks at his granite biceps. He admires his reflection
in the shop window. She is immediately drawn to his sensitivity. And on it went for page after page. She orders
a croissant. He strokes his chest hair. She leaves with the waiter. He oils his biceps and smiles at the reflection in
the window.
After three weeks of intense concentration I finally did it. I finished chapter one. I took some time to reflect on
my accomplishment. I felt I had crossed some sort of boundary. When I woke up the next morning, would I still
scratch myself in the usual places? Would I still be able to walk into a hockey dressing room? And more importantly, would I still long to grill steaks the size of hubcaps just because I could? I needn’t have worried. I
answered yes to all of the above. I’m a pioneer, a renaissance man. As far as the mystery of romance? I think
it went down with the Titanic.

About three days into the tour, I saw the two of them walking and talking. Tony
and Jeff Peck were pausing to look up at a wall of inscriptions. There in front of them the names of some 54,896
Commonwealth soldiers, for whom there are no known remains, lay chiselled in the stone. They are the so-called
“missing” from the Great War. A couple of days later, father Tony watched son Jeff participate in the famous Last
Post Ceremony under the same barrel-vaulted archway known as the Menin Gate.
“They shall grow not old, as we who are left grow old,” Jeff recited to the hundreds watching in silence. “Age shall
not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.”
Every evening at 8 o’clock, the fire department of Ypres, Belgium, arrives at either end of this massive Menin Gate
Memorial, stops the traffic and allows veterans, citizens and hundreds of tourists to watch this famous presentation.
In addition to the recital of this famous poem “For the Fallen” by a designated veteran, buglers from the town fire
brigade play the Last Post and Reveille. Except for the period of German occupation (during the Second World War)
the citizens of Ypres have repeated this nightly ritual uninterrupted since 1928. For Jeff Peck, a veteran of the War
in Afghanistan, reciting the Laurence Binyon poem, he said, was a distinct honour.
Equally distinctive, following the ceremony, Uxbridge’s recently retired fire chief, Tony Peck, presented crests and
pins displaying the emblems from our local firefighters to the fire brigade buglers of Ypres.
“I felt very proud,” Tony said later. “Quite an evening.”
Just back from a tour of First World War battlefield sites and Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemeteries
in northern France and Belgium, as well as a side trip to Dieppe and the D-Day beaches of Normandy, I’ve been
reflecting on some of the memorable times shared by the 55 adults and 18 students and three teachers who travelled with me. There are many indelible moments. Remarkably, many of them resulted from six sets of fathers and
sons travelling in my tour group, among them Tony and Jeff Peck.
Also during the tour, 80-year-old George Bracken (from Kingston) and his two sons – George Jr. (from Lombardy,
Ont.) and Robert (from North Vancouver) paid tribute to Bill Bracken, George Sr.’s brother. Lt.-Col. William Bracken
had flown photo reconnaissance Spitfires in Europe, Burma and North Africa. One day following the summer of 1942,
the Brackens recalled, pilot Bill Bracken and a fellow pilot were driving across a recently seized battlefield near El
Alamein, in North Africa.
“At one point they stopped and began firing abandoned weapons as a lark,” George Bracken recalled. “Suddenly,
two German soldiers came out of hiding and surrendered to my brother Bill… It was one of the few instances when
RAF pilots actually captured German ground troops.”
Then there was the night, during our tour, I interviewed another veteran travelling with us, in front of the rest of
the group. At 86, John Moroney has never considered his work in an aircraft manufacturing plant in Montreal as
wartime service. Nevertheless, as a teenager, he worked on an assembly line building the under-carriage sections of
Hurricane fighter aircraft. But Moroney’s supervisor had a very specific job for John in mind.
“My boss put me on the assembly line right between these two older men,” Moroney said. “I soon discovered that
I was put between an Irish Catholic and an Irish Protestant. And my job was to keep them from fighting with each
other.”
Then John Moroney recalled his overseas service with the Black Watch helping to restore law and order in the streets
of occupied Germany in late 1945. On the final night of our trip through First and Second World War sites, we gathered for a Farewell Dinner in Caen, France. I asked John Moroney’s son Jim how the trip had affected his father.
“He’s never had so much fun,” Jim Moroney said. “I think it’s added years to his life.”
Also during the evening’s final send-off, veteran Jeff Peck rose to offer a toast to soldiers past and present. He
explained that during one stop at the Juno Beach Centre, where Canadians had launched the D-Day invasion in
Normandy, he’d found a commemorative plaque honouring the four members of his Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry killed in the so-called friendly fire incident in Afghanistan. Peck witnessed their deaths in April 2002.
At that point in his toast, he found it difficult to continue.
I looked to his father seated nearby and Tony Peck was teary-eyed too. “It’s been an incredible trip,” he told me
later. This overseas journey had been a gift from son to father in honour of Tony’s retirement from the Uxbridge
firefighting force. Given how much the fathers and sons had shared on this trip, I suspect the gift went both ways.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Putting customers first the key to family businesses
by Octavian Lacatusu
As the very first steam locomotive
chugged into Uxbridge, each puff
meant a new shop, a new business
and indeed a new face was just
around the corner.
Through the course of time those
faces would fade into the history
books, as others remained as staples to the township's prosperity.
For a time, it was good. Local historian Allan McGillivray recalled
the railway brought in a considerable amount of business, including
workers to man the restless factories during the 1870s. At one
point, Uxbridge became the hub
for the Toronto Nippissing
Railway, manufacturing coaches,
boxcars, and flatcars, as well as
storing the engines at the roundhouse north of Brock Street.
Though successful, the factory had
a short lifespan due to a fire in the
roundhouse, leading to the
destruction of the facility as well as
several coaches and all engines in
storage. According to McGillivray,
after the incident the coach building industry had “switched tracks”.
“It affected the town, because
when the railway came in, they
came to work here in the factories,” McGillivray said. “When
that factory moved, a lot of the
people left with it, so it hit
Uxbridge considerably in way of
growth.”
Ironically, the railway's arrival in
town led to the implementation of
one of the town's most successful
businesses at the time, the piano
and organ factory. The factory
soon earned a worldwide appeal,
continuing to hire workers to fit
demand. However, just like the
coach builders, the factory caught
fire, destroying the building itself
as well as the contents inside it.
McGillivray explained the unusual
occurrence of fires wasn't always a
matter of negligence, but of building design at the time.
“Their heating systems were
wood/coal so you had stoves and
furnaces and most of the roofing
was cedar shingles, so in the summer it would be dry and all that

took to set it off were the sparks
from the chimney,” he said. “Fires
quite often made a difference.
Once they happened, it was very
difficult to get up and going
again.”
But this didn't stop the locals
from building a future in the township either. Though at a loss, piano
and organ factory owner John
McGuire pressed on with his furniture business, branching off into
casket building that led to what is
known today as Low and Low
Limited Funeral Directors, one of
the town's oldest businesses. Fifth
generation Low, director John
Low, explained it's important to
become close to the community in
which a business thrives.
“If you're going to stay in a town
and be successful in the town, you
have to be a part of the town and
you have to give back to the community,” he said. “Business isn't
easy anymore, you have to work
and hustle as well as set the example for your employees, first guy in
last guy out.”
Low, having grown up around the
funeral business since he was five,
said the workload hasn't always
been easy.
“It's a busy place, we work seven
days a week, we go early in the
morning and work late at night
every day,” Low said. “It can be a
trying business, but it's also the
nature of the business.”
Low explained that by also
branching out into rental properties, tough economical times
meant the business took a lesser
toll on its economic prospects.
“It's always been a good thing,
because you know what you have
and when in tough times, people
have to rent,” he said. “If the furniture store goes soft for six
months, a year, it's not the end of
the world to us, as the funeral business has always been strong.”
Branching off into the local community was always ideal, in case
one side of the business falters, the
other can take up the slack.
Such was also the case for Alex
Williamson, who began his auto
business as an Esso service station

at the corner of Main and Brock in
the late 1940s. In 1950, the station
officially became an auto dealership, though it still wasn't enough
to satisfy him. Williamson then
looked further abroad, purchasing
several lots and everything in
between them in the outskirts of
town, along the Toronto Street corridor. Todd Williamson, a third
generation Williamson, recalled his
grandfather's ambitious ideas were
essentially fundamental to the
present business.
“What it is today was his vision
30 years ago,” he said. “Staying at
the old location meant we weren't
evolving, so he created a footprint
for this commercial strip in which
he lived to see 65 per cent of what
we have today.”
Ambition didn't always translate
into practical sensibility. According
to Williamson, his grandfather's
plans initially met with doubt from
the general public
“People thought he was crazy,” he
said. “They were wondering, 'why
would you buy that land? You're
going to put the entire operation
out in the middle of nowhere?'”
Though with seemingly high aspirations, Alex Williamson was often
regarded as a modest businessman,
keeping a low profile and remaining in touch with the community.
“He didn't come across as a pioneer, he didn't want to be the first,
the biggest, the best, he had no reason to do that,” Williamson said.
“What motivated him to make it
last was his family, since it wasn't
for his lifetime; it was for the family in generations to be.”
As decades passed, the 65-yearold venture grew into a conglomerate of automotive services, including an in-house auto rental agency,
including access to a tow truck.
Williamson explained it wasn't a
matter of what his grandfather
could take, but what he could give
to the community.
“We don't have a tow truck, but
we got a guy that we use locally
and have on speed dial and we
know him by name and we know
you, and that's the way my grandfather wanted to do business,” he

said.
Planting seeds over the years into
a strong foundation paid off in
2008, when the financial collapse
at General Motors shot waves in
every direction, swallowing up
dealerships nationwide, 240 of
them in Canada alone.
“They gave us the cards, we didn't have an option, we soon had to
adapt internally, and the infrastructure had to change,”
Williamson said. “Basically, we
were a smaller restaurant with a
smaller menu.”
But unlike other behemoth GM
dealerships, Williamson explained
making do with a smaller “menu”
meant quality became the spotlight
over quantity.
Others, such as local carpenter
Ross Colby, simply don't accept
the linear path of an average, permanent job.
“When I was working at
Montgomery Woodworking I was
on a machine for several hours,
getting tired and bored,” Colby

said, adding that in 1973 he decided to take on his own venture in
the world of carpentry.
Colby explained carpentry was
always in his blood, as all previous
generations were builders, including work at the organ/piano factory. Colby said it wasn't always
about nature of the business, but
the perception of starting a business in a small town.
“If you had a huge overhead and
you have to produce many thousand dollars every month you
could be in trouble, growing too
big, too fast,” he said, adding that
image counts for extra in a small
town.
“If you do a good job, people
come back,” Colby said. “The
worst thing to happen in a small
town like this is someone badmouthing you around, since word
can get around pretty quick.”
The Lows, the Williamsons, the
Colbys - just a few of the great
names in the history of Uxbridge
business.
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FOR BETTER GOLF
by John Statham TIPS
D
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Hellebores
Nothing is more satisfying to a gardener than those first flowers in the
spring. After a long winter (and even
after an almost non-existent one like
we had this year), we're always out
in the garden, looking for those early
bloomers. Hellebores seem to have
been made for us Northern gardeners. You don't get much earlier than
a perennial that sometimes blooms
through the snow. A friend who lives
in Toronto contacted me a while
back to let me know that one of the
hellebores she'd bought from me last
year kept sending up new blooms all
winter because of the lack of snow.
How cool is that?
Back in 2005, hellebores were
perennial of the year, and with good
reason. They bloom very early and
unlike most other early spring
bloomers, the blooms last for quite a
while. They grow in shade. Their
foliage is evergreen, although I personally tend to cut off last year's
leaves as part of my early spring
chores. The flowers come out before
the new leaves and I find I get a bet-
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ter show. When the leaves come out,
they stay nice all season. They don't
seem to have any pest problems,
including those dreaded deer that
love to dine on your Hostas. I also
haven't seen any disease problems,
even though blackspot can be a
problem in England. Another bonus
is that they provide early pollen for
the bees, when there is less available,
but the need is quite high.
The trouble at the time that they
were perennial of the year was that
there wasn't a lot of choice available.
Most of the plants available were
seed grown, which meant flowers
were variable, and you had to buy
them in bloom to get the colour that
you wanted. Since then there has
been an explosion of different varieties available. On Sunday, I completed the prep work for a renewed

BY

shade garden. Among other plants,
there will be a hellebore collection.
I've set aside twenty varieties and
made a list of ten others that I would
like to include.
Typically, hellebores have nodding
flowers in various shades of pink,
yellow, white, green and purple (tags
never say purple; they say black or
blue) and come in singles and doubles. The singles often have wonderful markings and spots on the inside
of the flowers and the doubles sometimes have picotee edges.
A few years ago, one variety seemed
to stand out from the rest. 'Ivory
Prince' boasts ivory white flowers,
with a hint of blush and green
streaks in the flowers. It's been a
very strong grower and has proven
to be very winter hardy. Best of all,
the flowers face up and outwards, so
you don't have to bend over to see
them. The next thing I noticed was
that the flowers tended to dry on the
plant and stick around, much like a
Hydrangea. I've seen the occasional
flower still on the plant when
preparing for the winter.
Following in the footsteps of 'Ivory
Prince' came 'Pink Frost'. It was very
similar in size, form and vigor, but
with a much more pronounced pink
colour. Then, as the flowers aged,
they turned this wonderful antique
rose colour and stayed on the plants
for months. Again, some were still
there at the end of the season. This
one quickly became my favourite
and looks amazing when planted in
groups alongside 'Ivory Prince'.
It's easy to see why many people,
myself included, begin to obsess
about collecting these wonderful
shade plants and I'm so excited to
see what new ones there are this
year. Some of them I've already seen,
like 'Moonlit Marble' which seems
to be a lot like Pink Frost, but with
marbled leaves, while others I'll have
to be patient and wait for. 'Grape
Galaxy', at least from its pictures,
has flowers that remind me of dark
purple Rhododendrons. I know that
some of you are laughing right now,
at least those that know me. I'll
admit, I do get excited about plants
pretty easily and have a few (can you
tell I'm blushing) collections on the
go already.

COMING TO FOXBRIDGE.... CLIFF ERICKSON
SUN., APR. 29 5 P.M. $30 DINNER AND SHOW, $10 JUST SHOW
ONE MAN, ONE GUITAR, ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES. 905-852-7962
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FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE
Chipping
Chipping is an important part of the game because you will not hit every
green. Let’s start with the posture we talked about last time as your starting position. From this position you put 70 percent of your weight on your
front leg. This is done so that we do not use the legs in chipping. You will
want to then move your hands forward. The common flaw is to move the
hands so far forward that they are beyond your legs. Keep them within
your body. We do this to take the wrist out of play. Now we are set to pull
the club back. Using your putting stroke take the club back and accelerate
through the ball. You should use your wedges around the green for the
greatest margin for error. Your pitching wedge will fly and roll the same
distance. Your sand wedge will fly two thirds of the way and roll one third.
For these and other tips consult your Local CPGA professional.

WRONG

RIGHT
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Bring out your scrap!
To support its ongoing local and international humanitarian activities, the Rotary
Club of Uxbridge is once again holding a Scrap Metal Day, Saturday April 28th at the
Uxbridge Arena parking lot from 9am to 3pm.
New this year is the ability to drop off electronic waste you may have such as:
audio/video players and recorders, cameras, cell phones, computers and peripherals,
radios, turntables, monitors, printers, and televisions.
Also new will be a container to deposit all the unused and unwanted pennies you may
have.
You can continue to help the good work of Africycle by dropping off your old bicycle; close to 200 have been collected over the past three years.
Please note household garbage, glass, tires, propane tanks, dry cell batteries(AA, C,
etc) cannot be accepted.
Help Rotary add to the over 70,000 lbs of scrap metal they have collected so far---for
further information see the web site www.uxbridgerotary.com
A very special thanks to Port Perry Salvage for the terrific support over the past three
years.

Fundraiser held for new shelter
Tickets are selling quickly for the First Annual Gimme Shelter Fundraising Dinner supporting
the New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog. The dinner, hosted by Neil Crone, will take place
at Skyloft Ski Resort on Chalk Lake Road on the
evening of May 5th.
Proceeds from the event will support building a new animal shelter to replace the existing facility on Reach Street just east of Highway 12.
“The existing shelter is more than 20 years old and has served both communities very well.
Unfortunately, the building is deteriorating and the number of dogs and cats is growing, so we
need to build a shelter that can keep pace with current and future demand,” explains Art
Mathews, President of the Board of Directors. “This fundraiser kicks off our capital campaign
and will raise enough money for us to begin the design phase of our project.”
Tickets for the event are on sale now at Blue Heron Books, Ron Noble Insurance and UPS
Store in Uxbridge, for $100 each or $750 for a table of eight. The evening, starting at 6pm with
a cash bar and dinner at 7pm, will include a buffet, wine and music by local artists Kathy
Normandeau and Thomas Baker, with singer-songwriter Wendell Ferguson rounding out the
talent. There will also be a live auction and a number of silent auction items.
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Monday Morning Singers
mark 10 years of music
You don’t have to go to Toronto to hear musicians from the Toronto Symphony Orchestra.
Just come to the Monday Morning Singers “Celebrating 10 Years Together” concert on April
29, with Anne Mizen directing and Dorothy Jovkovic, accompanying. Besides the choir
singing many of their hits from the last decade, a highlight of the concert is the return of a
number of guests who have performed with the choir over the years.
Ed Tait, just retired from the TSO, was the Assistant Principal Bass for 35 years. He has
played with the New Orleans Symphony and has had the honour of being the double bass
coach of the National Youth Orchestra. Harcus Henniger, a horn player, has also just retired
from the TSO. Listen to what Joseph Horowitz said in the New York Times: “His horn playing was especially notable for its smoothness of tone and attack”.
Add to this our own Kenneth Welsh, who claims to be a choir member after numerous guest
appearances, with his 40 years of experience stretching from Stratford and Broadway to
Canadian films and television and Hollywood blockbusters. Ken will be doing some recitations for us.
Fifteen-year-old Maggie Anderson makes a return appearance, this time accompanied by her
twin brother Gareth. She first appeared as a guest soloist
when she was 12. To complete the picture, percussionist
Dan Simmons, a song writer and performer, will be adding
the “beat” that has pulsed through the choir’s singing in
many concerts.
The concert takes place Sunday, April 29, 3:00 pm. at St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 65 Toronto Street S., Uxbridge.
Tickets are $15.00 at Presents, Presents or at the door.
Children under 12 come free.

NOW OPEN!
at 545 Hwy. 47
(across from Uxbridge
Veterinary Clinic)
INSIDE PETRO CANADA - SERVING ALL DAY
BREAKFAST, FISH & CHIPS, SANDWICHES,
WRAPS, BURGERS, SOUPS & MORE!

905852-2004

“Could it
happen to me?”
Are you unknowingly gambling
with your family’s future?
You work hard to provide for
your family. But do you have the
right financial safeguards in
place if something unexpected
were to occur? Many people
underestimate the financial
burden that can result from a
life altering event, and the odds
of it happening to them.
Attend this event and learn:
3 the odds of becoming
seriously ill, disabled or
dying prematurely.
3 how to bullet-proof your life
savings from erosion should
you become disabled or
seriously ill.
3 how to cut through the
clutter with clear and helpful
discussions about your
insurance options.

Hosted by:
ALAN LONEY
Consultant

Date: Thursday, April 26, 2012
Time: 7:30 pm
Location: Uxbridge Public Library, Lower Meeting Room, 9
Toronto St S. Uxbridge.

Please call to confirm your attendance. There is no
cost and no obligation but seating will be limited.
(905) 852-3201 ext. 257
1-866-476-1535
alan.loney@investorsgroup.com

™Trademark owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations.
Insurance products and services distributed through I.G. Insurance Services Inc. (in Québec,
a Financial Services Firm). Insurance license sponsored by The Great-West Life Assurance
Company (outside of Québec). MP1282 (05/2010)

Investors Group Financial Services Inc.
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Feeling the science fair force
by Octavian Lacatusu
Those hardcore Star Wars fans holding
their breaths for a real lightsaber can finally breathe now. Sort of.
At least that's what the plasma-based science project was intended to be for U.S.S.
students Simon Gladstone and Carmen
Stiller, recipients of the University of
Ottawa Entrance Scholarship during the
Durham Regional Science Fair last
Saturday. Carmen explained they chose
electromagnetic science in plasma due to
its bizarre nature.
“Plasma is very interesting because plasma is a relatively unexplored subject,
compared to other science fair areas of
study, so it actually turned out to be an
interesting and fun project,” she said.
Though successful, Simon explained the
project's overall appeal would have been
better if the “lightsaber” was actually
built.
“That would have caught people's attention a lot better if we put our finger on
something and have it light up and make
a plasma tube,” he said.
According to the duo, the project in total
took over 48 hours of research, books,
online sources as well as ordering critical
components. But ordering the muchneeded parts met with a time constraint.
“The reason we don't have anything
together is because we couldn't get the
solder we needed with a special metallic
tape,” Simon said. “It's pretty hard to find
it and it only comes from US, it would

have taken a couple of weeks to get here.”
Though similar in design to the LEDpowered Star Wars lightsaber toy replicas,
the team said an actual plasma-based
model would in fact be much brighter,
increasing the intensity of the light itself.
This would, in turn, create the muchdesired white “beam” effect at the core of
a lightsaber, similar to those seen in the
Star Wars universe.
Carmen said the use of plasma-based
technology stretches far beyond the creation of toys and visual appeal. But
explaining its practical use in the real
world to the judges wasn't too easy, either.
“This may be a lightsaber, but it doesn't
really have any applications beyond being
cool, so we had to think of a real application,” she said.
The group then found evidence that scifi and the real world can still clash peacefully, as they announced a NASA-built
rocket that uses plasma as “ion thrusters”
as a means of propulsion. In theory, the
rocket can get from here to the moon
with less than a litre of fuel.
“It's a similar kind of technology, only
they've got a lot more power running
through it,” Simon said.
Though the plasma saber is yet to be
completed, the winning duo have marked
the second straight year U.S.S has
received a science award, with Simon taking the same trophy last year for a custom-built RC car. The team are now
dreaming of their next project, a Tesla
Coil.

Tips on starting plants from seeds indoors
Bright and gay, coloured seed packets are a
temptation for every gardener out in the
stores. This spring, before you buy too many
seeds, be sure you have the right conditions
and supplies.
1. Warmth: All seeds need the right temperature to germinate, ranging from 15°C to
30°C - get a thermometer!
2. Moisture: Not too wet but never let soil
dry out, so check it every day!
3. Light: Depending on the seed, some need
bright light to trigger germination, others
need darkness. This varies with species so
check your cultural information. Once up,
seedlings require about 14 hours of good
light: give them south-facing windows (1-2
inches from glass), or grow lights.
4. Growing Medium: A light, sterile soil mix
such as pro-mix is important for good root
growth.
5. Air Circulation: Good air movement is
important to prevent disease.
6. Fertilizer: Once seedlings reach transplant
size (when they outgrow their original container) they'll need a weak, liquid fertilizer
for optimum growth.
Now once you have all this, you can plant
your seeds. Remember some seeds grow
slowly at first and you can get them in early
while others are faster. You'll need space to
move plants up to bigger containers as they
outgrow their first home. Overcrowding pro-

duces tall, leggy seedlings which are weak;
with good light and space plants should be
short and strong. The seeding season goes
from February through April and May.
Check the seed packs for all cultural information. For more detailed information, go to
www.stokeseeds.com or read a good catalogue such as Veseys or Stokes Seeds.
Examples of seeds needing light to trigger
germination are impatiens, begonias, lobelia,
and salvia. Examples of seeds needing darkness for the first week or so are phlox, delphinium, larkspur, and pansy. A few types of
seed require a few days in the freezer such as
lavender - this mimics the conditions in their
native homeland. Some seed packs say you
can start seed directly outdoors in the garden;
however, all box plants you start are going to
bloom or produce veggies much sooner!
There are a few types of flowers and veggies
which are never put into containers indoors
such as beans, peas, corn, beets, carrots and
several wildflowers as they do not like being
transplanted.
If you'd rather talk to a pro, call your local
horticulture society for contacts. Now have
fun and get growing!
Sharon Bognar,
Uxbridge
Horticultural Society

YOGA for health-inspired individuals of all fitness levels and athletes
who seek the profound physical and mental benefits of hatha yoga.
Enjoy a non traditional teaching approach with a focus upon
accessibility, safety, non competitiveness and fun yoga for “every”
body. The Vitality Yoga Practice targets the body functionally;
training the individual to meet the demands of day to day living
and/or athletic performance with enhanced flexibility, strength,
balance and vigor. It is our belief that the mental and/or spiritual
journey which accompanies yoga practice is extremely personal in
its nature and means different things to different people. Therefore,
we endeavor to provide a non-dogmatic space, which supports each
individual in his/her process of self-discovery.
Our philosophy... "It is your practice, you are your own guru."

The Vitality Explorer Pass
is now available!
We would like YOU to have the
opportunity to "explore" a variety of
Vitality's class offerings, so for $20 you
receive 7 days of unlimited yoga!!!
An introductory, one-time offer to support you in
discovering the best Vitality practice for you.

Certified Yoga Instructor:
Julie Thayer

(647) 407-2493 juliethayer@hotmail.com

Interim Location:
Rear Entrance- 62 Brock Street West
(behind Blue Heron Books), Uxbridge

Your friendly neighborhood yoga place.
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Apr. 19 The Uxbridge Genealogical
Group Uxbridge Public Library, Lower Hall, 7:00 PM.
Past President Eileen Wilson will help you get past your
roadblocks in research. $2.00 admission, 50/50
draw. All welcome.
Thurs., Apr. 19 Ham & Maple Syrup Supper
4:30 p.m. onwards, $15 (children 12 and under $5)
at Goodwood Community Centre. Sponsored by
Goodwood United Church.
Fri., Apr. 20, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a moderate to fast pace 2.5
hr., 11+ km hike in Durham Forest. Meet in the parking lot east side of 7th Conc., 1 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Garry Niece 905-655-8040.
Fri., Apr. 20 Blood Donor Clinic
Seniors Centre, 75 Marietta St.

Sat. Apr. 21 Puttin’ On the Hits Uxbridge
Skating Club Spring Carnival. 2:30 p.m. Uxbridge
Arena.
Sat., Apr. 21 Greenbank Folk Music Society 8
PM - Great Canadian Songsmith, Ron Sexsmith.
Tickets $ 25. Call 905-985-8351. Greenbank
Centennial Hall, Hwy 12, Greenbank
Sat., Apr. 21 Sunrise Pregnancy Support
Services announces an Italian Dinner Evening
St. Paul’s, Leaskdale at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $25.00
per person and are available at La Petite Fleur, 43
Brock St. West, Uxbridge, or by calling the Sunrise
office at 905-852-4192. There will be a silent auction
including such items as the work of local artisans. If
you would like to support this event, items may be
donated to the auction by calling Kimberley Miller at
the office.

1-8 p.m.

Apr. 20 & 21 One Voice Uxbridge Singers
15th Anniversary Concert 7:30 pm at St. Paul’s
Anglican Church. Tickets: $15 (children under 10
n/c). Available at Presents, Presents, Presents.
Sat., Apr. 21, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. There are
some hills. No dogs please. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.
Sat. Apr. 21, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Primitive
Rug Hooking Workshop at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre, 7239 Concession Rd. 6. Expert
instructor Bea Grant returns for her popular beginner
workshop, a fundraiser for the museum. Learn a new
skill and take home a complete craft. Bring a lunch,
snacks and beverages supplied. Cost is $60/person,
$55/person for Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society
members. Space is limited, pre-registration is required.
Contact the museum at 905-852-5854 or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Sun., Apr. 22 Run for the Diamond Annual half
marathon in benefit of the Cottage Hospital. See page
14 for more.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Apr. 23, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2.5 hr. slow to moderate
pace hike in Walker Woods/Al Shaw. Well behaved
dogs welcome. Meet at parking lot at Conc. 6, and
Albright Rd. Brian or Wilma Millage 905-853-2407.
Wed., Apr. 25, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 4+hr., 16+ km moderate to
fast pace, there and back, hike through Secord and
Glasgow side trails. Meet at Secord Parking lot, 2 km
south of Goodwood Rd. on Conc. 3, and east on
Secord Rd. Bob Comfort 905-473-2669.
Wed., Apr. 25 Diabetes Education Sessions
FREE Grocery Store tour with a Registered Dietitian,
Vince's Market & Pharmacy Tour with a Registered
Diabetes Nurse Educator, Shoppers Drug Mart, 7pm.
Info: 905-852-9771 ext 5260. Drop-ins welcome

Tiger Talk
Tigers at
abroad

home

and

by Maggie Anderson
The past few weeks have been
incredibly busy for USS Tigers.
First, USS welcomes back all the
students who participated in the
Vimy Ridge trip. As we all saw
and read about in last week's
Cosmos, the students went on an
amazing ten-day trip to France
that included exploring the battle
grounds of Vimy Ridge. Speaking
with a number of students, they
all seemed to say the same thing:
this exposure to the real Vimy
Ridge (beyond the pages of a textbook or the glare of a computer)
was truly a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.
Tigers on the expedition took
part in a number of activities,
including a special ceremony

where they gathered with other
students from across Canada. At
that solemn and meaningful
event, USS grade 11 student
Matthew Fearnley-Brown read
the name of a fallen soldier from
Canada, Alfred Quinton Totty
from Dawson City in the Yukon
Territories, who died at Vimy
Ridge and is buried in an
unknown grave.
The returning students I spoke
to explained they learned so
much about a part of history that
is not always looked at in schools.
They said it was a powerful place
to be and they all felt very blessed
that they had been given the
chance to go on such an inspiring
trip. Well done, Tigers, in representing our school at such an
important spot and being there to
remember and learn from the
past.
Back at home, things have been
anything but
dull in the
travellers'
absence.
Some big
news is that
two students,
S i m o n
Gladstone and
C a r m e n
Stiller, participated in the
D u r h a m

10
Thurs., Apr. 26 SOUP LUNCH 11am-1pm
Goodwood United Church. $3 for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage.
Sat., Apr. 28, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please. Bob Comfort 905473-2669.
Sat., Apr. 28 Huck Finn Youth Fishing Day
Elgin Pond. Parade at 9:30, fishing from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Everybody welcome.
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available at Blue Heron Books; Leaskdale Country
Store; or phone 416-540-9831.

UPCOMING
Wed., May 2 Uxbridge Prayer Breakfast 79 a.m. Wooden Sticks. Guest speaker Neil
Hetherington, CEO of Habitat for Humanity Toronto.
Wed., May 2 Annual Meeting of Friends’
Meeting House, 1 p.m. Meeting Room of St.
Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian Church. All welcome.

Sat., Apr. 28 Rising Stars Concert Sponsored
by Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust. 7:30 p.m. St.
Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian Church. See page 13
for more.

Wed. May 2 at 7 pm in the museum schoolhouse,
The Uxbridge-Historical Society presents The
Involvement of Uxbridge in the Rebellion of
1837. Learn why important citizens like Joseph
Gould rebelled and why they lost the battle but in the
end won. Presenter: Historian Allan McGillivray.
Donations welcome.

Sat., Apr. 28 Chances Are Jewellery Sale See
page 14 for more.

May 3-5 Uxperience - Out of this World
Music Hall, tickets at Sugar FX.

Apr. 28-29 Artists of Uxbridge 6th Annual
Art Show & Sale 10 am to 4 pm, Lodge Hall,
Historical Centre.

Fri., May 4 The 4th Annual Free Concert for Flag
of Love Day Zephyr United Church at 8:00 PM. A
great mix of music will entertain you, from the Ladies
in the White Diamond Quartet, to the Band, Heavy
Traffic. Gary McLaughlin will sing some crowd
pleasers, and Mary Dube and the Brian Larter Band
will perform original and popular tunes. Food donations will be accepted for the Uxbridge Food Bank and
money donations will be given to the
Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter Building Fund. Flag
of Love Day encourages positive acts of care and kindness on May 4th and throughout the year. May the
Fourth be with you.

Sun., Apr. 29 Community Tree Planting Event
9:30 a.m. Maplebridge. See page 11 for more.
Sun., Apr. 29, Monday Morning Singers celebrates ten years together. St. Paul's Anglican Church,
3:00 p.m. Tickets $15.00 at Presents, Presents or at
the door. Children free. Guests actor Kenneth Welsh,
soprano Maggie Anderson, Harcus Henniger, horn
player, bassist Edward Tait, and percussionist Daniel
Simmons.
Sun., April 29 - WHISKEY JACK in concert at St.
Paul's Leaskdale. Enjoy an
intimate afternoon of bluegrass/roots music and stories
by one of Canada's
longest running bluegrass/country combos. Opening
the show will be LUCK OF THE DRAW, an exciting
new combination of seasoned local musicians featuring the dynamic vocal and instrumental
stylings of Chris Saunders, Carlie Laidlaw, Haydee
Grant, and Michelle Charlton. 2:00 pm - $20.00 per
person.
Tickets online at: www.cootentertainment.ca Also

Regional Science
Fair
at
the
University of Ontario Institute
for Technology (OUIT). The two
were awarded the 2012
University of Ottawa Admission
Scholarship Award for their pleasing work on plasma (see our story
page 9)!
Earth week -- which culminates
in the upcoming Earth Day on
April 22 -- is also sparking up
USS this week. On the heels of
our inspiring talk by Gwynne
Dyer, the environmental club is
encouraging everyone to show
their school spirit by wearing the
colours of the elements this week.
Monday was white, representing
air. Tuesday found USS students
sporting red to light up the school
with the power of fire.
Wednesday was green, representing earth, of course. And
Thursday will be blue, as we
think about the life-giving presence of water. Finally, on Friday,
we'll array ourselves in all the elements together in a rainbow of
colours to really show our love for
our planet.
So Tigers - remember to join in
on the fun. The environmental
club will also be making presentations all week so remember to
check those out as well.
Monday this week also found
students of USS participating
with gusto in the unique Inside
Ride, an event created to support
breast cancer research. The gym-

Fri., May 4, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10 km moderate to
fast pace hike in Walker Woods. There are hills. No
dogs please. Meet at parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., May 5, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate pace
hike Al Shaw side Trail. No dogs please. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

nasium was filled to the brim
with forty stationary bikes and
more than forty teams. All the
teams were dressed in colourful
costumes and were biking and
cheering their hearts out! The
gym was filled with music and the
cheers of excited teens as they
cheered their teammates on to
victory. Overall, the event was a

Sat., May 5 Gimme Shelter Fundraiser In
benefit of new animal shelter. Buffet dinner, wine at the
table, cash bar, entertainment by Thomas Baker,
Wendell Ferguson and Kathy Normandeau, along
with fabulous live and silent auction prizes.6 p.m.
Skyloft Ski Resort. Tickets at Blue Heron Books, Ron
Noble Insurance, The UPS Store.
Sun., May 6, 10:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2.5 hr., 10 km moderate
pace hike on Uxbridge Township land. There are
some hills. Bring lunch and drinks. Meet at roadside
parking at Brock Rd. and Albright Rd. Grace Moores
905-263-4300.
Sun., May 6 Music Fest Reachview Village, from
10-11a.m. We would love to see some new faces. The
audience is very appreciative of all kinds of music,
story-telling, dancing, poetry, clowning...t he sky's the
limit! For more information please contact Jo at 905852-6487.
Sun., May 6 A Concert in the Afternoon With
Tudor Singers, Uxbridge Youth Choir, Bella Nove. 3
p.m. Historic Leaskdale Church. Sponsored by
LMMSO. Tickets $10 at door.

ONGOING
Zumba - calorie-burning, fun fitness program based
on latin dance. No dance experience necessary!
Give it a try for $2 (donated to Precious Minds).
Drop-in classes. Sandford Community Centre,
Tues/Thurs
7:30-8:30.
For
info
email
wenszumba@yahoo.ca or call Wendy at 647-2347478.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good spring and summer
clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
or 905-852-1900. The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.

huge success, raising $14,600.
Wow! This is just another example of what USS can do. The
Inside Ride really was a party
with a purpose!
We're so proud of what Tigers
are and represent right here in
Uxbridge, in the wider community (Simon and Carmen's work at
UOIT), and on the world stage.

11

The Uxbridge Cosmos

T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 1 9 t h 2 0 1 2

See Sarafino’s gourmet Italy on a delicious 10-day tour
by Octavian Lacatusu
Now that winter is gone, there's a
hunger for sun, adventure and
appetite for the unknown, but if only
there was something combining all
three. Fortunately in this case, there is.
As the green slowly approaches, so
does the chance to take on the splendour of Italy's cuisine during this
year's tour from May 15th to May
25th, where participants literally “eat
their way from Rome to Milan”.
They'll be joining hosts Heather Cotie
and Angelo Tramonti of Uxbridge’s
Sarafino Inc., on a unique opportunity to discover the story behind each
one of Sarafino's imported gourmet
products.
“This allows our guests to get a
behind the scenes tour where they
actually meet local people and see
where our products come from by
submerging them right into the culture,” Cotie said. “We're getting people to see regions of Italy that they
wouldn't normally get to visit on a
tour they'd pick out of a book at a
travel agency.”
Comprising of a maximum 20 participants, the tour will first meet the

hosts in Rome, after which the group
is then split in two: one half will
accompany guides that provide a
stress-free trip through the ancient
city, from St. Peter's Basilica, to the
Coliseum, the Spanish Steps, the Trevi
Fountain and beyond. Others will join
Fabio on the “Fabioulous” cooking
class experience in Mazzano, a
medieval village just outside of
Rome. There, participants will
cook with freshly picked ingredients (that they choose themselves)
and enjoy them for dinner at
Fabio's residence, a mansion/castle.
It doesn't stop there. Cotie and
Tramonti aim to provide a wider
experience of Italy's hidden gems,
such as the “Sale dei Papi” or
“The Pope's Salt” in the town of
Cervia. Formerly known as the Pope's
residence, the ancient locale produces
a superior-quality sea salt via its
unique waterway. Though it's not the
season to see the salt harvest, the
guests still get to experience the salt at
a highly recommended spa in the area.
“We figured the spa would be an
awesome way for them to experience
the quality of the salt,” Cotie said.

Last Rock
We all know how time flies. It seems
like only yesterday we were frantically looking for our curling gear in
anticipation of a new season. But
now as the warm weather beckons
we put curling behind us and look
forward to summer.
The last bonspiel of the year was
the Senior Ladies held on March
26th. The event was organized and
hosted by Hilary Short with a group

of over twenty volunteers. It is one
of the premier senior ladies spiels in
the region with two full draws and
attracted teams from Scarborough,
Whitby, Bobcaygeon, Whitby,
Unionville, and Sutton. Lunch was
a delicious pasta and salad and as is
the tradition in this bonspiel, six
volunteers from the men’s leagues
came out to serve the tables. The
winner was the Mary Kulmala team

Planting Location
meet here

Community Tree Planting Event
A Fun Day Helping Your Environment
Sunday April 29
9:30 am - 12 pm
Mason Homes Subdivision
Oakside Drive

This event sponsored by
:

beauties, such as mountains, beaches
and ski hills. Tramonti said it's all
about getting the bigger picture.
“Not only do our guests get to meet
the producers, but they will get the
chance to harvest the olives and witness the entire process which shows
how much work is involved before the
products come to Canada,” he said.
Tramonti added this is also a chance

by Malcolm Thistle

Help Protect The Uxbridge Brook

For more information or to register, contact:
Andrea Gynan
Stewardship Technician, LSRCA
905-895-1281 ext. 236

“It's the sea salt water in the baths that
makes it special, as salt leaves your
skin soft and clean.”
As Sarafino's main import, participants are to be treated with the full
experience behind olive oil during
their visit to one of Calabria's many
olive groves, among the region's other

from Unionville who won over the
Tina Ruhl team from Uxbridge by a
half a point.
The team of Nathan Lofgreen, Reis
Brauch, Andrew Edwards, Matthew
Edwards, and Logan Hall from
Uxbridge Secondary School capped
off an extraordinary year with an
overall fifth place finish at the
Ontario Federation of School
Athletic Associations Curling
Championships March 21st to the
24th. The top 20 boys and top 20
girl curling teams in the province
squared off in the event that took
place at three curling clubs in
Welland, Grimsby, and St
Catherine. The team is coached by
Rob Houston and Ray Brauch of
the Uxbridge Curling Club.
Congratulations to the team and
coaches for an awesome season.
The league playoffs took place the
week of March 18th to the 25th.
The top teams from each session
played off against each other for the
overall championship and trophy of
their respective men’s, ladies’, and
mixed leagues. One of the features
of playoff week, the Calcutta, was
held on March 23rd. This is a fun
event where each of the playoff
teams is auctioned to the highest
bidder. The playoff winners are traditionally announced and presented
with their trophies at the annual
Closing Banquet. This year’s event
was organized by Roger and Marg
McKnight and their band of merry
volunteers and was held at the
Uxbridge Seniors Centre. Over 160
members turned out to enjoy a deli-

to see a more realistic side to Italy.
After all, kneeling in a crop under the
Tuscan sun may fit a romanticized
wine commercial, but the truth is far
from splendid, Tramonti says.
“When you see the way most of these
people live, you know that your
money isn't going to a Ferrari, because
there are no Ferraris there, it's
just people living a peasant life,”
he said.
However, for Sarafino's producers and the Tramontis, it's always
been a matter of quality rather
than quantity, as each product is
under close supervision to ensure
it remains healthy and pure.
Tramonti said each product is
stamped with a “cooperazione”
label, symbolizing the dedication
and hard work to the product
itself.
“It's part of the authenticity and
quality, since it's sealed on the estate,
so it can't be tampered with,”
Tramonti said. “From start to finish
it's under the supervision of one family, that way they can actually provide
what the label is telling you.”
The tour will also be passing through
the town of Modena, famous for its

production of balsamic vinegar, a tradition well rooted in Modena's culture
since the early 1900s. After soaking in
the town's medieval presence and various art galleries, the guests will
regroup for a dinner in the evening.
“The dinner that night is at a restaurant that uses that specific balsamic
vinegar so you're treated with top
service where the dishes are made and
drizzled with the expensive stuff,”
Cotie said.
Cotie added that an alternate itinerary can also be created to specific individuals who may be allergic to certain
ingredients, that way they won't miss
out on the cooking classes or the overall dining experience.
The tour will be organized via
Uxbridge Travel, costing $4,295 per
person (tax included) covering everything from airfare, to transportation,
to transfers, to food, and accommodations throughout the tour. The Alitalia
flight is set to depart from Pearson
International on Tuesday, May 15th
2012.
For more information and bookings,
contact
Heather
Cotie
at
heather@sarafino.com or call 416970-4451.

cious roast beef dinner and an
evening of award presentations and
dancing hosted by Marg. The
Ladies Trophy went to Kristen
White, Linda Macham, Kari
Crawford and Diane Middleton.
The Mixed League championship
was won by Howard Harper,
Brenda Harper, and John and
Kerina Murray, and the Men’s
League winner was the team of
Bruce Jefferson, Jim Hobbs, Herb
Calloway and Fred Brazier.
Congratulations to everyone for

some very good curling. There were
two individual awards. Jane Hachey
presented the first ever Al Hachey
memorial award for Volunteer of
the Year to the tireless Liz Smith,
and Brenda Harper received the
Most Valuable Player award for her
strong curling.
While curling is over for now, we
know we will be back at it before the
year is out, next September. Have a
great summer and till then, good
curling!
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
GIFT CERTIFICATES
WEDDING REGISTRY
IN HOUSE FINANCING

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

WE’RE YOUR
#1 INVESTMENT

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Lawn
•
Garden
•
Estate

Jonathan Head
jkhead@sympatico.ca

905-852-3394

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Free

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“God cares for you, so
turn all your worries over
to him.”
- 1 Peter 5:7

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR
NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs,
computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT
ALL. We also clean out sheds, barns,
garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844
or 905-473-1907. 6/6
Services
EXPERIENCED CLEANING LADY
AVAILABLE: Call 905-910-1777 or email bconey@live.ca 4/26
HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting (Int.Ext.), tiling, drywall, carpentry, trim,
plumbing, odd jobs, installation & repair.
905-852-1424. 4/26
D.J. PAVING: Driveway preparation and
paving, repairs, parking lots, lawn rolling,
skidster work. Free estimates. 905-9043769. 5/10

UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

Wanted
OLD LUMBER WANTED: Are you considering taking down an old building, or
have old lumber sitting around? Call us
first. Brian 905 852 2275. 5/3
HELP WANTED: Mature peson for night
shift, weekends, holiday coverage. Suitable
for retired person. Coppins Corners Shell.
905-649-5979. 4/26
For Sale

STRAW: 7-foot square bales, stored
inside, $23 each. 905-852-6753. 4/26
1980 20 FT CAMPER TRAILER: Good
condition, sleeps 4. Includes stereo, new
A/C and Patio set. $1800. John (647)
203-4729. 4/19
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: RCA Television. In
excellent condition. 16 inch screen Asking
$125. Bentwood rocking chair. Cane
woven seat and back in very good condition $130. Medicine Chest wooden. 3
shelves. Best offer. Computer desk and
hutch. Best offer. 905- 852 3242. 4/19
BARBECUE: Small, good condition, with
cover, for natural gas only. $60. 905-8620110. 4/19
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: Double box
spring mattress and frame. China cabinet.
Computer desk and chair. Four-shelf book
case. Telephone table. Chest of drawers.
905-640-2634. 4/26
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: Shower chair,
$40. Car cover for large car, $50. Step
table. Ultramatic queen-sized mattress. two
white leather stools. Glass table. Mediumsized desk. dehumidifier, $10. Light oak
dining room suite, table with 4 chairs, 2
arm chairs. Stereo. Two large TVs, 37”.
905-852-7826. 4/26
For Rent
DOWNTOWN
UXBRIDGE: Large,
Clean 2 bedroom Apt, Main Level, Parking,
Appliances, Separate entrance, Available
Immediately. $1150/mo. Inclusive.
Call/text 647-220-6093. 4/26
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT Large,
bright and clean with gas fireplace, dishwasher, laundry, hardwood floors, parking,
etc… Walk to GO stop and downtown. No

smokers and no pets. $1000 per month
includes utilities. Please call 416-6173418. 4/26
PASTURE BOARD Mt. Albert area. 25
acres with beautiful hills and a large indoor
shelter. $175 per horse per month. 905852-5615. 4/26
LARGE
KENNISIS
LAKE,
HALIBURTON, COTTAGE 5 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms perfect for two families. Lots
of windows overlooking the lake, dock,
large deck, patios, fully equipped. Full
weeks and weekends from as low as
$1500 1-800-796-3485. 5/3
TWO STEEL STORAGE BUILDINGS
Concrete floors, starting at $375, separate locked entrance gate, edge of
Uxbridge 1-800-796-3485.
Community Events
COMMUNITY SHOWER FOR LISA
TAIT on Sunday, April 22, 2012 at
Sandford United Church, 2 p.m. Call
Margaret at 905-852-7841 for more info.
4/19

ELVIS:
Ryleepuss Productions
Presents Elvis. Staring Jay Zanier,
May 25 Music Hall. Tickets Sugar Fx.
For info call Mike 905-852-1836.
ESTATE SALE: Saturday, Apr. 21, 8 a.m.
(no earlier, no preview) on site in Udora,
On. Follow Durham Rd. 1 north of
Ravenshoe to Minonen Rd. and follow
signs. Life is short. After 44 years, it’s time
for change. Most of contents from house,
garage or shed are up for sale. Rain or
shine, this is not an auction, something for
everyone. Furniture, antiques, golf carts,
vehicles, sleds, tools, etc. 4/19

The Uxbridge Cosmos

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the Apr. 16
Council meeting
Council changes mind after denying moto-cross event: After hearing a deputation from a neighbour and reading a report by
township clerk Debbie Leroux,
Uxbridge council voted Monday
to deny permission for Luke
Dillon to hold a CMX-sponsored
moto-cross event on his property
in Zephyr this summer.
Following a brief recess, however, Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger, who had been among
those voting against the races,
successfully asked for a reconsideration of the decision. As a
result, council rescinded its decision and asked, instead, for a
meeting of several agencies - the
health department, the LSRCA
and township staff - to further
discuss the application by Mr.

Dillon.
The debate began with a deputation by George Hrischenko, who
lives about a kilometre away from
the Dillon property. Mr.
Hrischenko claimed Mr. Dillon
was viewing the event "through
rose-coloured glasses". He said
the event would lead to motorcycles driving along local roads,
people walking along nearby railroads tracks and children playing
too close to a creek.
"It's a bad scene, a very bad
scene," he said.
Mr. Hrischenko also offered that
the $2,000 Mr. Dillon hopes to
raise for the Cottage Hospital was
an insignificant amount.
Councillor Pat Molloy countered
that he had met with a number of
Zephyr residents about the proposed event and had received 27
e-mails in favour of it.
"It's a well-governed event and
CMX is a responsible organization," he said. "It's a sport, not a
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Hell's Angels event."
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
responded that she had "serious
concerns", noting that Ms.
Leroux's report spoke of numerous violations at the property in
the past. She claimed that if the
event was permitted, it would
unleash a host of similar requests
for other properties in the township.
Mr. Ballinger also said he could
not support the application,
based on the report's contents.
But Councillor Jacob Mantle
charged the report offered "red
herrings" and was part of the
problem.
"There's no reason why we can't
sit down and set up conditions
(for the event)," he said.
Nevertheless, after his motion to
reconsider, council decided to
further look into the matter with
the above-mentioned agencies.
Mayor O'Connor also asked Mr.
Molloy to provide a report on his

Letters to the Editor
On behalf of The Uxbridge
Youth Centre, I would like to
offer my heartfelt thanks to
Mark Stabb, UYC volunteer, for
organizing and hosting a yard
sale this past Saturday at his
home on Second Ave. I hear
Mark is challenging other local
residents to do the same! Thanks

also to Derek Connelly and
other generous community
members who donated items. In
total, we raised $536.10 for the
UYC! We appreciated those
who stopped by to simply offer
kind words and cash donations
for the Centre.
Vanessa Slater, Director
The Uxbridge Youth Centre
Today I received a letter from the
Government of Canada, stating
the proposed changes to the Old
Age Security (OAS) program.
Although I do understand why
the proposed changes are before
parliament, I am voicing my disconnect with the cut off date
being suggested. Why March
31?? This makes absolutely NO
sense to me.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

I am gravely affected by this, as
I am born April 13th, 1958,
which is 13 days past the proposed cut off date. Therefore,
the individuals with whom I
attended public school, secondary school and post secondary
school, who have lived the exact
same lifestyle as myself, are
divided due to the proposed cut
off date.
Some of my colleagues will
receive the OAS and GIS, but I
will have to wait another two
years to receive what I have paid
into, just the same as they have.
This is NOT fair. I have paid my
CPP just as they have, and
expect to be treated the same as
all the other individuals within
my birth year.
If we need a cut off date, then
it would be best to utilize the
cutoff date of December 31st,
just as is used in the school system to determine when a child
starts school.
Monica Draper
Zephyr
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meeting with the Zephyr residents.
Council thanked for radio support: Frank Torres of Torres
Media appeared before council to
thank them for their support of
his application to the CRTC to
establish an FM radio station in
Uxbridge.
Mr. Torres told council little will
happen during the next three
months - a period set by the
CRTC for appeals of its decision but that the station should be on
the air within 12 months. He said
the first steps would be of a technical nature, such as putting the
station's transmitter on an existing tower within the township.
The station's coverage area
would extend to Lake Scugog in
the east, Lake Simcoe in the

north, Stouffville in the west and
north Pickering in the south.
Animal shelter moving to
Uxbridge: Following an in-camera session regarding the disposition or acquisition of municipal
property, Ginger Jackson and Art
Matthews, who head a committee
established to raise funds for a
new Uxbridge-Scugog animal
shelter, were seen leaving the
council chamber.
In answer to questions from the
media, Mayor O'Connor confirmed that Uxbridge council had
designated a portion of municipal
property as a site for the new shelter. The shelter will occupy part
of a property on Lakeridge Road,
just north of Foxfire Chase.

Spring Sale!
ROMNI GOODWOOD
Thursday, April 19th - Saturday, April 21st
From 11 am until 6 pm all in-store merchandise 20% to 60% off!
All Knitwear, Clothing, Yarns, Fibers, Books, Cards,
African Baskets, Bags, and Mali Mudcloths.
Located at Hwy #47 and Front Street in the hamlet of Goodwood.

(905) 642-7270
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Stemp’s Stew
The world, for a lot of people,
was turned upside-down when
economies tanked, businesses
failed, jobs were lost and prices
skyrocketed. It was a tough time
for many people and, even
though Canada was not hit as
hard as other countries, the world
is small and we all suffered hearing how it affected so many people.
Having spent most of the winter
in Florida, the devastation caused
by the collapse is all around us.
House prices have dropped, and
the number of people made
homeless through foreclosures is
in the thousands. Daily news
reports are full of sad stories re the

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian
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138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for uxperience at the Music Hall. Last week’s
viewpoint (lower photo) was a mailbox on the Third
Concession; it was guessed by Ed Beach of Uxbridge.
We’ll have the answer to the upper photo next
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column by Harry Stemp

jobless situation and businesses
closing their doors.
The saddest story, in my opinion, happened last week when I
heard the results of a 911 call not
far from where I lived. An elderly
man called 911 to report that he
had just shot and killed his wife
and wanted to turn himself in.
When the dispatcher had determined that the wife was dead and
did not require medical help, she
questioned the man about what
had happened.
“My wife is very ill,” he said. “I
could no longer stand to see her
suffer. I have no money to buy
her the pills needed to kill her
pain. I have no money to put gas
in the car and they are coming
today to evict us from our home.”
The dispatcher, obviously distraught, said she would send
someone when the man made a
further request. “Please do me a
favour. I have emptied the gun
and placed it on the veranda. I am
not a threat and I will wait to be
arrested. Please ask the police to
come to our house quietly without sirens blaring. That would be
so embarrassing.”
Wow! When listening to this it
was hard to keep a dry eye. The
sadness which came through
from this man who, in my mind,
was not a criminal but probably
someone who had worked hard to
provide for his family and now
found himself in a hopeless situation. With no support system he
took what he felt was his only
way out.
This is one of the more severe
stories but, it seems to me, this
entire winter season the papers,
TV and radio have been filled
with similar stories. It has been a
tough time for a lot of people
who, through no fault of their
own, have seen their world crash.
On the positive side, it is amazing
how large numbers of kindthinking people rally together
and support the many food banks
and other charitable organizations which are so necessary dur-

ing these hard times.
Forecasters continually tell us
that the end is in sight. And the
economy is on the rise. We can
only hope they are right.
-------------------------Always lots to do in our community and it was good to see the
Foster Memorial Concert Series is
on again this year. Although I
have yet to attend, for one reason
or another, I always hear good
things about these music nights
in the “Foster”.
Last week's Cosmos carried the
complete program schedule
which starts in May and goes
right through until November.
The series opens with Poor Tom a Celtic duo - on May 4th and
each concert goes for an hour 7.30 to 8.30. The price is always
the same: a donation at the door
when you enter.
It also gives one a chance to view
this amazing structure that the
former Toronto Mayor, the late
Thomas Foster, brought to the
community of Scott Township
where he was born. All the funds
raised through efforts like the
Concert Series go to help maintain the structure and the
grounds.
Hope to see you there this year.
---------------------------Have to wonder why the
Canadian government does not
classify Air Canada as an essential
service. Seems to me the charade
surrounding Air Canada whenever one of their several unions
decides to go on strike does nothing to make either party look
good.
You know the routine. Union
leaders head to the bargaining
table and when management does
not come on side, a strike is
threatened. Swords are rattled on
both sides until the union calls a
strike. Bingo, in steps the government and orders them back to
work because the interruption
would cause major problems for
travellers and the economy as a
whole. Recently it was the pilots

week. Photos by Renee Leahy.

TRY OUR NEW EIGHT-OUNCE
PRIME RIB BURGERS FOR A KING-SIZE TREAT!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

and the same game was played.
With only one national airline,
the inconvenience to the travelling public is horrendous. The
workers accuse the government of
being anti-labour and the public
accuses the government of taking
no action. It is a no-win situation
all the way around so why not
just bite the bullet, declare Air
Canada an essential service, and
labour disputes would immediately go to arbitration with no
inconvenience to employees or
the travelling public? Makes sense
to me.
-------------------------Very disappointed to learn that
members of Durham Region
Council chose to hold a public
election for the position of
Regional Chairman. A question
that was on the ballot last election
and, even though it passed, the
voter turnout was so low it was

decided by
a minority.
The horse
won't get
any more
dead if you keep hitting it with a
stick, so will only say that I'm
positive that we have seen the end
to the three smaller northern
municipalities ever seeing one of
theirs in the Regional Chairman
position.
Sad, because in my view, having
the important position move
around the Region with every
municipality eligible was the fair
and proper way.
But kudos to the representatives
from the three northern municipalities who put up a good fight.
It remains to be seen whether the
taxpayers of the Region will be
better served under the new system. In this case I hope time will
eventually prove me wrong.

JEWELLERY SALE
Saturday April 28th
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Also
Purses • Belts • Scarves

Chances Are (upstairs)
20 Bascom Street
(Across from the Fire Station)
All proceeds to the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Auxiliary
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Meanwhile, Back
at the Manse by Barb Pratt
The Calendar is Filling
The season begins. Two big
groups are coming next month
to Leaskdale for tours and lunches. To get ready for them, and for
our other events, we will gather
for a cleanup day on Saturday
May 5. (Anyone can join us -feel free to just turn up!) Have a
look at our web site, lucymaudmontgomery.ca for a list of coming events.

We are delighted that Lindsay
Orr will be working at the
Church and Manse again this
summer. Lindsay enjoyed her
position as tour guide, research
assistant and general help last
year, and really wanted to come
back in order to implement
some of her ideas for the sites.
Lindsay will be at the Historic
Leaskdale
Church
from
Wednesday through Sunday
every week from mid-June to

September.
The Spring Gift Show
Returns
Mark your calendar for
the
Lucy
Maud
Montgomery Society's
annual
Antiques,
Artisans, and -- this year -Home and Garden Show and
Sale. Mother's Day weekend is a
great time to get out and do
some shopping. In this year's
show we have five big booths full
of antiques and collectibles;
selections of giftware, hand
painted and created; Joan's lovely teddy bears; Frank's fabulous
wood crafts; Brook's chocolate
treasures; and for the first time a
designer of women's fashions
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and accessories who has shown
her work all over Ontario. All
this and much more will be
crammed into the huge gymnasium of Saint Paul's Presbyterian
Church, just north of Leaskdale.
The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society will run the tea room,
and open Maud's Attic.
The Gift and Garden Show
takes place on Saturday, May 12,
one day only, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
A Concert in the Afternoon
On May 6, The Historic
Leaskdale Church will be filled
with the beautiful music of the
Tudor Singers, the Uxbridge
Youth Choir, and Bella Nove.
The concert is at 3 p.m.

Admission is $10, with children
under 12 free. This is a benefit
concert for the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society, and will
help us along with our new projects, the refurbishing of the gardens at the church and manse.
We are grateful to the nine
members of The Tudor Singers,
and to Jennifer Neveu-Cook,
and her Junior and Bella Nove
Choir members.
Theatre at Leaskdale
“Maud of Leaskdale” returns for
the whole summer! Big plans are
in the works for “Emily of New
Moon”! Stay tuned!

PeeWee Blades take provincial title
Yet another Uxbridge-based team
has done the township proud, as
the North Durham PeeWee Blades
took the provincial girls’ hockey
championship in Mississauga on
the weekend.
The Blades earned a berth in the
Ontario Championship tournament by defeating Clarington,
Oshawa, Whitby and Durham
West in the playdowns with a balanced attack and great goaltending
from Nicole Yanchis and Hannah
Showers.
The Blades began their quest for
gold on the morning of Friday,
April 13 with a 9-2 drubbing of the
Scarborough
Sharks.
Olivia
Chefero-Giardetti had the hat

trick, while Mikaela MacDonald
and Samantha Gates had two goals
each and singles went to Mackenzie
MacDonald and Jenna Steinman.
The second game was against
Kingston, and the Blades triumphed 3-0 with Sierra Orschel
scoring twice and Mackenzie
MacDonald getting a single. Sarah
Hughes contributed an assist on
the third goal and Nicole Yanchis
was strong in net getting the
shutout.
The final game in the opening
round saw the Blades face St.
Mary’s, who also had two wins.
The Blades won 4-1, with
Samantha Bryan opening the scoring. Anna Twohey, Orschel and

Gates rounded out the scoring. The
win put the Blades into the quarter
finals.
In the quarters on Saturday afternoon the Blades faced season long rival Durham
West. In a hard fought game
the Blades triumphed 2-0,
with Brooklynn Feasby getting the first and Mackenzie
MacDonald getting the second on a great deflection.
Mishelle Terry and Robyn
Leger had strong defensive
games shutting down the
opposition. Now it was on
to the medal round Sunday
morning.
In the semi-final the girls
squared off against a strong
Oakville team. In a game
that saw three lead changes,
the Blades triumphed 5-2.
Emma Showers set up
Mikaela MacDonald for
what proved to be the game
winner and Katie Geddes
found the empty net to put
it away.
The championship game
was a rematch between St.
Mary’s and North Durham.
The Blades jumped out to a
1-0 lead on a goal from
Orschel. The lead was short
lived as St. Mary’s stormed
back to take a 2-1 lead in
the second. Before the end
of the second Steinman tied
it up with a shot from the
point, setting the stage for
an exciting third! With five
minutes to go Orschel fired
a shot that found the back
of the net and the Blades
were in the lead. Nicole
Yanchis turned away a number of great scoring chances
and the one goal lead held
up. The North Durham
Blades had won the
Provincial title!

The Blades are a true representation of North Durham, with girls
from Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock
Townships making up the squad

(with one player from “south of 7”
rounding out the squad!)

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
Ah, Paris
I could have stayed between these
pages for the rest of my life.
There it sat. Waving at me from
under the shadow of Notre
Dame. Small and unassuming.
Charming in its messy appearance, it differed from anything
else on the streets of Paris. Even
the store front itself seemed...
dog-eared, nearly. As if gentle
travellers the world over visited
and hurried away, marking it for

later use.
Shakespeare and Company, from
inception to present day, has
housed and continues to house
English speaking writers when
they came to live in Paris, boarding them for free and allowing
them to write at their leisure, a
patronage rarely seen this side of
the Renaissance. It is a bookshop
and an oasis. It is proudly
bohemian and unabashedly idealistic, flaunting thick novels and
indulgent poetry in an age of
tweets and status updates. A first
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edition of Ulysses taunts you from
the front window display. As you
duck through the front door, the
smell of literature and culture
immediately assaults your senses.
The only natural light trickles in
from the storefront windows windows throughout the rest of
the shop would only be a waste of
precious space for more shelves
and books. Rows of books tower
over you on narrow shelves, delicately and manually organized,
the genres and authors neatly
labelled with a terse hand.
Ladders dot the space in order for
someone to clamber to the lofty
shelves that line the top inches of
the walls. Crevices are filled with
poetry. There is a considerable
section devoted simply to the
Bard. You can nearly see the shadows of Joyce and Hemingway
climbing the steps up to the reading library where they would have
lived, created, wrote. When you
follow their shadows you find
books devouring every inch of
shelf space in the library, an indulgent loft where the books which
are not for sale live - you may sit
and read them, however they
must be returned to their familiar
home to be enjoyed by the next
set of curious eyes and vivid imagination.
As I crouched in the Shakespeare
corner downstairs, I heard a gen-
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tle tinkling of notes flit across a
piano, which with no second
thought I assumed came streaming out of a sound system via iPod
or ye-olde-antiquated-CD-system. But no. That is just not how
Paris does things. At one point in
a gentle yet unfamiliar rondo, I
tilted my head toward the music
to try and place the melody, when
I noticed the sound seeping
through the ceiling. I clambered
up the creaky steps toward the
library, and tucked in the back, in
a fold of books and old chess sets,
I found a man giving an old apartment piano a vigorous workout.
His fingers deftly weaved between
notes and emotions, within the
held silence of a rapt audience,
their books suspended just above
their laps, pages held in mid-turn.
I sunk into a chair, enraptured
not only with his obvious skill,
but with the idea of beauty
Parisians refuse to abandon. That

beauty is important. It is essential.
Beauty is necessary for beauty's
sake. It is as essential to humans as
oxygen and light - it feeds our
body, our mind, fuelling it, willing it to press on in this bleak reality that is life. It gives grace to
tragedy, meaning to obscurity,
hope to cynicism. It lifts our eyes
from gutter to sapphire sky and
imposes upon us the task of creating more beauty.
I get lost in the saturated melody
as I run my fingers along the broken spines of well worn first editions. I could stay in this place
forever. It seems sacred to me in
some way, in how it holds onto
the written word. Words combined into something profound,
bound together and presented to
eager, starving minds. Reminding
them that beauty exists in the tiniest, most insignificant moments,
and that meaning is held in the
most unassuming of hands.

