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Red-Wing Blackbird, Elgin Pond by Renee Leahy

CHARLIE’S ANGELS - Jacqueline Smith, Olivia Wilson and Josee Foster strike an iconic pose during Deja View, the Uxbridge Skating
Club’s annual spring carnival dedicated to the hits of television. See more pictures on page 2. Photo by Stuart Blower.
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Run features USS “Spirit”

Photos by
Stuart Blower

There's a new group in town. Actually they have been around a while, but
now have a new chapter. Some enthusiastic high school cross-country and
track runners have joined the Greater Uxbridge Road Runners. These talented runners include Julia Baxter, Raquel Burgess, Katie Fisher, Emma
Hansen, Simon Pollard and Jenna Thornber. They compete at Regional,
Provincial and National sanctioned track and cross-country meets.
They are coached by Mr. Ed LaRocque, a dedicated USS high school
teacher. Coach LaRocque earned his BS and MS in Exercise Science in the
USA on Cross-Country Scholarships and earned his teaching degree at
University of Windsor. He continues to give back to the sport and our community. Jordan Bierema will be joining the group this spring and summer in
the capacity of Assistant Coach; Jordan was last year's 10Kwinner at the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Run for the Diamond.
“Spirit” of Gurrs will be participating in and volunteering at the Uxbridge
Run For the Diamond to be held April 23. Go to www.uxbridgehalfmarathon.com to register. The “Spirit” of Gurrs will be organizing free runs
for the Uxbridge Optimist Flyers, a youth track club in town. Watch for
upcoming fundraising events such as Family Fun Runs and a Car Wash.
New members over 13 years of age are welcome as Non-Competitive or
Competitive members. Registration fees include OFTA Athletics Ontario
Insurance and T-shirt.

IT’S NOT JUST
AN OLD FOLKS’
SPORT ANYMORE!

LAWN BOWLING

IS FOR

EVERYONE...

• Anyone Can Do It • A Fun Way to Get and Keep Fit
• Meet New Friends • Easy to Get Started
GO LAWN BOWL!
Come Join Us and Have Fun!
Uxbridge Lawn Bowling Club, Behind the Arena

OPEN HOUSE, Refreshments and Free Bowling

One Voice
goes to
Broadway
Spring has arrived and One Voice
Singers are presenting their two
spring concerts the end of this
month. They are at St. Paul's
Anglican Church on Toronto Street
South, on Friday April 29th at
7:30pm and Saturday April 30th at
3pm. The theme for these concerts
is “Broadway and Beyond” and the
choir has particularly enjoyed
incorporating some Broadway
show tunes into this presentation,
as well as some of our favourite
“sea” pieces. One Voice is directed
by Charles White and accompanied by Debra Thompson. This
year One Voice sang at the
Sunderland Music Festival for adjudication and was very pleased with
their performance report.
Tickets are $15.00 and available at
Presents,
Presents,
Presents.
Children under 10 years old are
free. For more information on concerts or joining the choir, visit the
website
at
www.onevoicesingers.org.

Saturday, May 14, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Free Bowling May 15-22 7-9 p.m. Weekdays, 1-3 Weekends
Equipment Provided - Please Wear Flat-Soled Shoes
For More Info Call:
Bruno Lenarduzzi 905-852-5817 or Cindy Finlay 905-852-6480

5th Annual

Art Show and Sale
Shobrook Gardens,
1 Elgin Park Drive,Uxbridge

Sat April 30th & Sun May 1st
10am – 4pm
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Packed house greets federal candidates at Seniors’ Centre
by Shelagh Damus
It may have been cold and snowy outside on Sunday night, but a capacity
crowd and passionate political debate
inside the Seniors’ Centre heated
things up at the Cosmos-sponsored
all-candidates meeting. After a brief
outline of the rules governing the
evening's event, the standing room
only crowd (and many sitting on the
floor!) heard opening comments from
each of the six Durham riding candidates running in the May 2nd federal
election.
First up was the Green Party's
Stephen Leahy, who in the face of climate change espoused finding a new
way to live on a planet with limited
resources. The “warning signs are
ever present,” stated Leahy, citing the
120 tornados that hit Tornado Alley
in the U.S this weekend and Arctic
temperatures that were reportedly
21º C over normal this winter. The
Green Party's vision offers a “new way
to live; a new way to prosper.” With a
plan that Leahy said was “fully costed
and fiscally conservative” his party
intends to introduce a tax on pollution that would provide an incentive
to individuals and industry to
improve energy efficiencies. Support
for the farming community is part of
the plan with a goal to dramatically
increase the amount of locally grown,
and consumed, foods. Leahy looks to
the future and says “it will happen
whether we direct it or whether it
happens to us.” The Green Party
believes we have a better chance if we
take steps to direct the future with
progressive environmental policy.
Tammy Schoep, candidate for the
NDP, registered her discontentment
with the number of Canadians, especially seniors and children, living
under the poverty line. She lamented
the money “wasted on the G8 summit” and the scandals of both the past
government and the present one.
Schoep believes we need a “new party
to show us what they can do.” The
NDP is “committed to take healthcare to the next level” by increasing
the number of doctors, nurse practitioners and nurses in the country.
Seniors would be aided by an increase
to the Canadian Pension Plan. The
NDP would offer a reward to job
builders instead of corporate tax cuts.
Of her leader, Jack Layton, Schoep
said that he has the presence to be a
“leader on the world stage” and that
of all the leaders Canadians “like and
trust Jack the best.”
Liberal candidate Grant Humes
took to the podium next. His work
on previous campaigns raised in him
“concerns about how we are represented” and entered the political ring
based on his belief that “Durham
deserves better.” Humes believes with
the fall of the Harper government,
Canada needs change. “Canada will
be different going forward” and
change is needed to let children of
today have the same opportunities we
had in the past. Without a crystal ball
to see down the road, the Liberals
believe in the need for certain tools

for a strong future. Those tools
include education, healthcare (“the
gem of this country”), and a secure
retirement for all. At the ballot box,
Hume feels it is “about the person
you can trust.”
For the last several years Blaize
Barnicoat has been on a political
journey. The third year UOIT student took on the Libertarian candidacy to “educate people on the ideals of
self-government.” Libertarians propose a life of liberty where individuals
have a right to self-determination and
the ability to participate freely in all
relationships. Barnicoat opposes government censorship and believes in
the individual's right to bear arms.
“Freedom of choice” is central to the
Libertarian policy.
Bev Oda, Durham’s Conservative
MP for the past seven years, cited the
importance of a “strong, stable,
Conservative government” through
Canada's
economic
recovery.
“Canada has the strongest growth in
the G7 with 480,000 new jobs added
since the end of the recession.” Oda
stated that the Conservatives have
reduced taxes 120 times since taking
office, including reducing the GST
from 7% to 5%, reducing the first
tier of income tax from 16% to 15%
and increasing the personal exemption to $10,382. “Tax Freedom day
is 3 weeks earlier in 2011 than it was
when we took office,” says Oda. On
top of implemented measures, such as
the Universal Child Care Benefit,
pension income splitting and the taxfree savings accounts “that 4.7 million Canadians have opened”, the
Conservatives intend to create a tax
credit for those taking care of elders,
double the Child Fitness Credit,
introduce an Child Art Credit and
allow income splitting for families,
albeit after the budget is balanced.
Andrew Moriarity, candidate for the
Christian Heritage Party (CHP),
believes Canadians are increasingly
concerned with where we are going.
“We live in a moral vacuum” where
the courts no longer protect women
from prostitution, society from drugs
and our unborn children from losing
their future. “Honesty is sorely lacking in government,” stated Moriarity
who added “don't believe politicians
who say we will give you this and give
you that.|” The CHP will protect the
rights of the innocent, women and
taxpayers, by governing with laws
based on their Christian heritage and
by eliminating federal income tax.
Guided by moderator Ted Barris,
the candidates were then free to
debate issues as they saw fit. Schoep,
while grateful for the decrease in
GST, wanted to know why the
Conservatives had pushed through
the HST and whether Hume would
have voted for it. Oda responded that
the HST is under provincial jurisdiction and it was the present Ontario
government that made that decision.
Hume wouldn't answer the hypothetical vote question but added that the
HST is a value added tax that has
been established in Europe and other
areas as the best way to tax. “It keeps

costs down in a competitive world,”
said Hume.
Other tax issues were raised and
Hume made a commitment that
Ignatieff and the Liberals will not
raise the GST. Leahy promised to
raise taxes on “those things that aren't
good for our society”, and to eliminate corporate tax cuts to high polluting industries. Moriarity wants us to
accept our economic reality, “we can't
pay for what we are spending now,
what we need is less spending.”
There was a pregnant pause from the
panel when Barris asked them “what
distinguishes you from the others?”
Hume stated that his party wanted to
dispel the myth that the
Conservatives are good financial
managers, referring to their spending
through the recession. Oda countered
that they did not cut transfers to the
provinces during the recession, unlike
previous governments going through
tough economic times. For Schoep,
her party's position on the preservation of healthcare and the single
payer system distinguishes it from the
others.
Audience member Betty
Sommerville wanted to know how
the candidates would ensure prompt
replies to constituent inquiries. “If
I'm not listening to you then I can't
represent you,” offered Leahy, adding
that his present job involves “making
complicated things understandable
and interesting.” Communication is
what he does. As the question
stemmed from a communication
breakdown between Sommerville and
Oda's office, Oda offered “her apologies, not excuses,” and outlined how
inquiries are meant to be dealt with
by her staff. Schoep, a self-acknowledged computer geek, would hire
people with a similar skill set and
would make herself available on
weekends as well. Hume would establish quarterly townhalls with constituents, agricultural round tables
and as well as round table discussions
with local businesses. A constituency
office in the north would be part of
his communication strategy.
Questioner June Davies said she
loved the Green party platform, but
wondered whether her vote will make
a difference in the absence of proportional representation. After defining
proportional representation (PR)
(representatives are elected from
multi-seat districts in proportion to
the number of votes received - political parties will have the percent of
legislative seats that reflects their public support), Schoep claimed her
party supports PR and in addition
would abolish the Senate. When
questioned by Oda as to her party's
failure to support a bill that would
redistribute legislative seats along
these lines, Schoep simply replied
that the bill was “deeply flawed.” The
Liberals would establish a Royal
Commission to determine the best
way to PR while Leahy stated in the
absence of PR if Ms. Davies wanted
Green policy in Ottawa the best way
was to vote Green in the election.
“When the governing party sees one

million plus votes for the Green Party
then their policies will start to reflect
that policy.”
On the question of how to better
subsidize university students, the
Liberal's education passport would
provide tax-free grants of $4000
through existing RESPs, with similar
rules of usage and the money would
revert back to the government at the
age of 32. The NDP would give $800
million directly to the universities.
Income splitting was proposed by the
Green party to help families pay for
education by decreasing their debt
load. Increased flexibility with student loans and the introduction of
student grants as well as the apprenticeship program and textbook tax
credits were central to the
Conservative plan.
And Blaize
Barnicoat, herself a student, put her
Libertarian policy where her mouth is
and stated quite emphatically “I don't
need your money!”
What bad behaviours would the
Green Party tax, asked Lisa Fidely.
Polluters, was the short answer from
the Green party. Leahy's assertion
that a carbon tax would serve as an
inducement to reduce emissions was
met with resistance from the other
parties. Moriarity, for the CHP, stated
a carbon tax will send jobs south of
the border. The economic effect of
applying a carbon tax will penalize
the country that sets it, says Oda; this
is a global issue and any plans must
include all the major emitters.
Liberals would adopt a system of setting a level of emissions and working
with industries to decrease it over
time.
The issue of attracting physicians to
rural areas was brought up by Roger
Peirson. Incentives were suggested by
Hume and an alternative private public, one payer system was put forth by
Moriarity. Oda saw forgiving student

loans in return for service as well as
the implementation of more internship programs like the one in place in
Port Perry, that place training doctors
in rural areas to get a taste of rural
medicine and community as key.
In the end, Roger Varley spoke
about the “elephant in the room” that
had not been dealt with head on
when he addressed Bev Oda about
the 'not' scandal, wanting to know
“how can we believe you will be
straightforward with us if you are reelected?” Oda was gracious for the
opportunity to discuss the issue, and
then proceeded to explain the procedure her office employs when she is
out of the office. She refuted the allegations categorically, and quoted the
President of CIDA who testified that
her actions were “quite normal.”
There were more issues discussed
during the long question period.
Issues of Pickering airport lands, veterans’ rights and military equipment
upgrades to name a few. The 400 plus
attendees at the meeting hopefully
came away with a clearer understanding of the issues, a better differentiation between the party platforms and
a picture of who they want to see representing them in Ottawa. Perhaps
this article will bring a bit of clarity to
those who were not in attendance.

Wake Up,
Durham!

ODA
GOTTA
GOOO...
Authorized by B. Cudmore
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our two cents
A civics lesson
Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor said publicly that it was one of the best presentations to
Uxbridge Council she had ever heard. And she’s heard plenty of them. We haven’t
been to as many council meetings as Her Worship, but they still probably number in
the hundreds, and we have to concur. The presentation was a model of what such
things should be.
We’re talking about a deputation to Council Monday morning by parent Sarah Pratt,
a resident of South Balsam Street. She came to talk about the possible closing of the
play park on the South Balsam Trail, and why, in the opinion of many residents of the
area, it wasn’t such a good idea.
The mayor began the meeting by reminding Mrs. Pratt that the Township wasn’t considering destroying the play equipment, merely moving it to another parkette closer
to Brock Street. Understood, said Mrs. Pratt. And as her presentation made clear, she
understood a whole lot more than that.
Theoretically, except in special circumstances, deputations to Council are supposed to
take a maximum of 15 minutes - 10 minutes for the presentation and five for questions. Although we didn’t have a stop watch on her, we’re pretty sure Sarah Pratt went
over her allotted time by a fair amount. But it didn’t matter. She was so organized and
so focussed, it would have been a brave chair who’d have stopped her.
Here are just a few of the things Mrs. Pratt did right on Monday:
• She had a number of citizens, including the South Balsam trail captain and an abundance of parents and cute kids, there to support her. None of them said anything, but
they didn’t have to.
• Her presentation was all there on PowerPoint, with great visuals including photos of
kids playing in the park. It was easy to follow and strongly organized.
• She knew the history of the park backwards and forwards.
• She had already had a neighbourhood meeting with her ward councillor, Jacob
Mantle. He knew exactly what she was going to say, but didn’t steal her thunder.
• She acknowledged all of the Township’s concerns about the play park, and laid out
a plan to resolve them. This included an analysis of the cost to repair the equipment,
and where the money or in-kind labour would come from.
• She presented a petition of more than 160 names gathered by a 10-year-old girl.
• She laid out the potential problems with the municipality’s plan to move the park.
• She said the neighbourhood was prepared to work with the town to make the park
better, creating the “partnership” that is a key planning strategy for the Township in
so many of its projects these days.
When Mrs. Pratt had finished, Mayor O’Connor said she had given Council lots to think
about. Indeed. As the future of the South Balsam play park becomes clearer in the
coming weeks and months, Mrs. Pratt and her neighbours will be involved every step
of the way. No citizen can ask for more from government, and they achieved it themselves. We congratulate them, and their leader, on a job superbly done.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
I wish to begin this letter with two
questions: Who was responsible for
closing the lab at cottage hospital, and
why was a decision such as this ever
made without any input from the
local residents of Uxbridge township?
We the residents of Uxbridge and surrounding areas of Leaskdale, Udora,
Sunderland, Zephyr and several other
rural towns have all had to use
Uxbridge Hospital for xrays, lab tests,
ultrasounds, CT scans, etc for one
reason or another throughout our lifetime and it is a very sad situation that
no matter how many monetary donations we make or fundraising events
we attend to help out our hospital,
things are not moving ahead, we just
keep losing some of the facilities we
really need, like losing the lab at the
hospital and the ongoing threat of
emergency closure.
We the residents of Uxbridge
Township should demand an answer!
With the rising cost of gas, why
should a family of seven living in
Brock Township have to drive to
CML Lab Care at 29 Toronto Street
South, not once, but twice in one day
to
have bloodwork done? Why should a
mother with a small child have to line
up for over an hour to get blood work
taken? Why should students have to
be late or miss half of their morning
classes due to
lineups in the hallway at CML Lab?
Why should seniors have to stand in
line for over an hour in a hallway
waiting for bloodwork?
What about our seniors who are
dependent on someone to drive them
for their blood tests sometimes once
or twice a month, who then have even
longer amounts of time to wait for
their driver to return? Why does
CML Lab Care not enlarge their
entire facility including hiring more
employees to accomodate the needs of
the children and adults of Uxbridge
and surrounding areas, if they are to
be the only laboratory for bloodwork
in this
area? What is going on anyway?

I am very, very, angry about this situation! I grew up in this town, canvassed door to door for donations for
a hospital, sold flowers on Mother's
Day, Father's Day and Easter, making
personal visits to deliver these goods
to each household, to get money for a
hospital, (when a hospital was just a
dream to many of us) and yet they
close down the lab without any warning or any input about this decision
from us, the residents? I for one
would like to know who is responsible
for these decisions, and when do we
the residents and taxpayers of
Uxbridge and surrounding areas have
a say as to what is going on?
Doris E. Stewart
Uxbridge
My frustration with Canadian Politics
is the process itself. The party system
as it is now has served its purpose… it
pits Canadians against Canadians and
is clearly getting us nowhere.
Question Period is the rawest form of
this battle and, in my view, is a vestige
of our lower brain functioning that
we can’t seem to slough off.
As it is now, it is an all or none
acceptance of one party’s version of
what should be done pitted against
the other parties’ versions, for better
or for worse. We end up running
from one side of the ship to the other
in perpetuity and we know what happens then… we swamp… and
Canadian politics is swamping.
It is the very difference in each
party’s approach to a particular issue,
be it the economy, health, education,
environment, proportional representation, etc., that can form the basis for
a new democratic process. Each
party’s perspective forms an option to
be included in a public deliberation of
all options related to the issue at
hand.
In a nutshell, local public forums are
convened and expertly facilitated.
Each option (party perspective) is presented on a comparative chart including an Overview followed by Pros,

Cons, and Trade-offs, to be used as a
reference to participants. Each
option is then deliberated independently of the others. After all option
has been deliberated, the public in
attendance are in a better position to
know where they stand and a collective bias for one option may emerge.
Sometimes the preferred option can
be augmented by the merits of another option. Imagine a printed version
of the chart in the local papers prior
to the forum. Imagine an interactive
Internet version. Imagine the impact
of the collective wisdom on our elected representative in Parliament if
forums were conducted throughout
the region in a timely manner.
So in effect a decision may go Liberal
on one issue, Conservative on another issue, NDP on another, Green on
another, Christian Heritage on another, and maybe even Libertarian on
another... what does it matter as long
as it is what our collective wisdom
deems best for us at the time?
If public consultation took on this
form, we might get somewhere with
the collective wisdom emerging and
with all people, including our politicians, feeling treated with dignity,
respect, and courtesy.
In Sunday’s Federal debate at the
Seniors’ Centre, most of the issues
were on the table at one point over
the 2.5 hours time span, creating an
overwhelming sense of powerlessness.
The approach I am suggesting brings
the power to the people where it
belongs and not just at election time
but on on-going basis as issues come
up between times.
Check out these websites:
http://www.nifi.org/
and
http://www.kettering.org/. Be in
touch if you would like to ponder
with me this idea of creating a nonpartisan public deliberation opportunity in Uxbridge: jedavies@allstream.net.
June Davies
Uxbridge
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

In the future spotlight
With a few exceptions - perhaps those who had to stand for the full two and a
half hours, or those who had to crouch uncomfortably on the ground - most of the capacity crowd at the allcandidates meeting at the Seniors’ Centre Sunday night seemed to thoroughly enjoy the proceedings.
Certainly in the couple of days since, we’ve had many people call or drop in to thank us for staging the event
(which apparently no one is doing in either Scugog or Clarington), and to comment on the uniformly high
quality of the folks on the stage.
I must agree. All of them seemed comfortable with a microphone and passionate about their party’s platform, and even Libertarian candidate Blaize Barnicoat, by far the youngest of the six, had she been accused
of dressing a tad inappropriately for the occasion, would have smiled and said that it was hardly the
Libertarian creed to attempt to abide by anyone else’s dress code.
The candidates represented a wide age range, with, I suspect, each decade represented (the incumbent
being close to my near-senior status, if not over). But as I watched and listened to them, they morphed into
a group of 11 to 13-year-olds that I had encountered just a few weeks earlier at Scott Central School in
Sandford. Because that group was just as passionate and just as talented.
I had been delighted to receive an e-mail invitation to be a judge at the school’s annual Public Speaking
Contest. It wasn’t a voluntary exercise; every student in Grades 6 to 8 at Scott Central was obliged to prepare a three-minute speech on a topic of their choosing. Their teachers gave them tips not only on the drafting of the speech, but on its presentation - when to look up, when to look their audience in the eye, what
hand gestures to use and when.
Now, the top 14 speakers had been selected to deliver their work in front of all their assembled classmates,
and in front of us judges, whose task it would be to select three of the students to move on to the regional
contest the following week in Mount Albert. The judges were also three in number, and I was honoured to
discover that the others were VIPs indeed, who were veterans in the judge’s role. One was a celebrated graduate of Scott Central, singer and music teacher Leah Speers (now Daniels), whom I’ve known since she was
seven in the Uxbridge Youth Choir. The other was a respected parent volunteer at the school, Rev. Andrew
Allison, the popular preacher at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Leaskdale.
Never having judged a school speaking contest before, I wasn’t certain what to expect. Would they all speak
haltingly about “adult” topics like capital punishment or abortion? The other judges assured me I was in for
a pleasant surprise. And they were right. I was blown away.
Some of them did speak about “serious” topics: Jordan on teen suicide, Oliver on smoking, James on animal abuse. But they brought them down to a meaningful level, using examples and language that hushed
their pre-teen audience. And they obviously weren’t topics that these kids had picked out of a hat. They
believed strongly in what they had to say, and we listened.
Rachel talked about the role of women in wartime, using the experience of her own relatives to make herpoints. Sarah talked about dreams, Maddy about the pros and cons of starting school later in the morning.
David spoke passionately about the need for a good skatepark in Uxbridge, and how Council was letting their
youngest citizens down by dragging their feet on the issue.
The judges alternated in giving critiques to the speakers, and I always seemed to get the future stand-up
comics. There was Donnie, who talked about the benefits, and the burdens, of being an older brother. There
was Liam, who extolled the virtues of Kraft Dinner, and lectured us on just how it should be prepared. There
was Christy, who advocated that her room had every right to be messy, and told us why it was the universe
unfolding as it should.
All in all, we spent only a little more than an hour listening to these amazing youth. But I wished it had
been longer. They were funny, they were moving, they were just plain eloquent. I never heard how our three
choices did at the Mount Albert contest, whether they went farther. But I suspect I’ll see some of them again.
Maybe at Yuk Yuk’s, maybe at a Council meeting advocating for their community, and just maybe at an allcandidates meeting for a future election, sitting behind the microphone. The public speaking program at Scott
Central is that good.

Tips on being a debate moderator
Everything was going as planned, last Sunday afternoon. I had some errands
to complete, my students' news copy to edit. Then, I planned to wash and dress
to be at the Seniors Centre half an hour ahead of the start of the candidates' debate. When I arrived at the centre and saw all the parked cars and not a soul outside, my heart sank. I realized the debate was scheduled for
7 not 7:30. I'd arrived just as the main event was about to begin.
Yes, you witnessed it. I believe that's the first time in all the years I've done these things, that I've ever been
late for an MC gig. So, I've learned that tip number one for being a successful debate moderator is:
Read your own promotional literature and get there on time.
Tip number two, which was certainly obvious to the several hundred constituents who gave their Sunday
evening to a Q&A with candidates for Durham riding in the May 2, 2011, federal election:
Choose reliable colleagues to cover your backside.
Co-host (and Cosmos publisher) Conrad Boyce as well as sound producer Larry Whitelock (of Stage One) did
all of that and more. All I had to do was slip into my chair in front of Larry's microphone at which Conrad (in
my absence) had capably introduced the evening, and carry on from there. By the way, when Conrad and I originally discussed the format for the evening, we decided - with basically four candidates in the race at that
moment - we could give each contender about seven minutes to offer Opening Statements. Eventually, we scaled
that back to five minutes with a plan to then follow introductions with an open discussion, during which the candidates could respond to each other's platform in a kind of free-for-all among the candidates, just to see what
might happen.
Well, by the time we'd carved the Opening Statements time limits in stone at five minutes, the candidates' list
had swelled from four to six (adding Andrew Moriarity of the Christian Heritage Party and Blaize Barnicoat from
the Libertarian Party) which then extended the opening segment from 20 minutes to 40 minutes. But even that
didn't get the divergent candidates terribly engaged. Tip number three:
Make sure the candidates get over being polite quickly.
We were five minutes into the free-for-all and nobody had thrown a verbal punch yet.
“Don't wait for me,” I told them. “Remember, this is a debate.”
Mind you I probably didn't have to worry. It wasn't too far into the Q&A section of the evening when I offered
a question that had been written on a piece of paper. It dealt with the 30-year-old debate over lands expropriated near Brougham, Ont., for a planned Pickering International Airport. That seemed to stir both the candidates and the audience. Green candidate Stephen Leahy said he could think of scores of ways the derelict farmland could be used more effectively. NDP candidate Tammy Schoep said she opposed any suggestion of an airport on those lands. And Liberal Grant Humes, in his anti-airport stance, went so far as to suggest the lands be
incorporated into a brand new national park. Conservative incumbent Bev Oda appeared to back development
on the lands, suggesting that the airport option might stimulate growth in the area. Tip number four:
No ember of controversy is so old that it can't roar back into a blaze during a federal election.
At the beginning of the Q&A as I saw people scrambling to the microphone, I remembered some debates in
the past during which we had to plead with constituents to come forward to ask questions. Not Sunday night.
There was the question from a Green Party supporter who asked candidate Humes (if she voted for him) would
he consider supporting “proportional representation” (rather than the first past the post principle currently
used). The candidate described it was “the zinger question” and he had to admit he would not support a change
in determining winners. And toward the end of the evening when discussion could no longer ignore “the elephant in the room,” two constituents crossed candidate Oda on allegations of misrepresentation.
“I was fulfilling my responsibility,” she said.
Tip number five: Never underestimate the ability of the public to step forward with the right questions at the
right time.
The coming election may not be the most important of our time, but the major parties seem to spin it that way.
If the Conservatives are to be believed, the election requires a majority decision. If one believes the Liberal
Party, this election is about trust. And New Democrats claim that now is their time. My final tip at being a debate
moderator:
Don't believe claims or polls, save those revealed by ballot boxes May 2.
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A spring studio tour
by Saundra Reiner
It is time for another creative spring
journey. The artists of the Lake
Scugog Spring Studio Tour are hoping to welcome you into our studios
April 30 and May 1 from 10 to 5 to
see the spring fruits of our labour
over the long dark months.
As many of you know, the LSSST
boundaries overlap with The
Uxbridge Tour in September, and
some of your favourites may be on
both tours as site and or guest
artists.
Such is Mark Puigmarti, blacksmith. Mark’s interest was sparked
at an early age on a school-trip to
Black Creek Pioneer Village where
he was mesmerized by the alchemy
of fire on metal transformed by the
strong arm of the village smithy.
Making by hand was fostered in his

family where his father’s living was
earned as a baker who specialized in
ornately decorated cakes, but for
Mark the blacksmithing possibility
had to be put on hold.
As a young family man in Ajax,
Mark finally had the time and space
to pursue his long-time interest and
built himself a forge in the backyard and devoted the time necessary
to becoming a recognized master of
his craft.
Today he works in Sir Sanford
Fleming
College’s
Forging
Programme, the only school in
Canada where blacksmithing arts,
history and applied design are
taught. Mark is also in demand to
apply his skills on architectural
commissions. His artistic vision
leads him to create large sculptural
works and even small wearable
pieces of jewellery.
Mark’s forge is Site #5, 402
Reach St.
Kim Robertson, painter, is
another Uxbridge resident on the
LSSST this year. She has a background in graphic design and is
now applying her skills and interest to her long-time love, painting.
Kim was born and raised in
Saskatchewan in a family where
the arts were fostered by her artist
parents and her grandfather, the
latter being a photo-engraver in
the print business.
Kim moved to Coppins Corners
with her husband 30 years ago,
and when she began to raise her

Huntin’ eggs at Barton Farms

family of four she became interested
in her roots. She was surprised to
find out that she was returning to
home territory. Her ancestors had
been Pennsylvania Quakers who
had immigrated to the Markham
area in covered wagons in the early
1800’s. Her branch of the family
had moved west, and lost touch over
time.
Now she has the time to paint she
is occupied with commissioned portraits of children and animals. She
studies her subjects in photo workups and strives to capture their natural innocence and charm, in oils
and acrylic.
Kim is a guest at Site #2, 226
Fingerboard Rd, Little Britain.
Please visit the LSSST web-site at
www.scugogstudiotour.ca to see the
work of all participants. Brochures
are available from web-site, all tour
sites and many shops in Uxbridge
and Port Perry.

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

North Durham Girls Hockey Association
2011-2012 Season Try-Out Schedule
WED APRIL 27
6:15 to 7:05 PM - Atom B
7:15 to 8:05 PM - Peewee BB
8:15 to 9:05 PM - Bantam BB
9:15 to 10:05 PM - Midget BB
THURS APRIL 28
7:15 to 8:05 PM - Peewee BB
8:15 to 9:05 PM - Bantam BB
9:15 to 10:05 PM - Midget BB
MON MAY 2
6:15 to 7:05 PM - Atom B
7:15 to 8:35 PM - Peewee BB (Final Cuts)
8:45 to 10:05 PM - Midget BB (Final Cuts)
TUES MAY 3
7:15 to 8:35 PM - Atom B (Final Cuts)
8:45 to 10:05 PM -Midget B ( if required)
THURS MAY 5
7:15 to 8:35 PM - Bantam BB (Final Cuts)
8:45 to 10:05 PM - Midget B ( Final Cuts)

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

GOING

NOTE: ALL TRY-OUTS
WILL BE AT THE
UXBRIDGE ARENA,
PAD 2

All players must attend the first try-out for the upper team (Peewee / Bantam / Midget BB) to be
eligible to try out for the lower team try-outs to allow us to determine numbers for the season.
This means you must attend the first try-out for your level on Wed April 27th regardless of what
team you intend or hope to play for. Any players who did not play for North Durham Girls last
season will require a 'Permission to Skate' form from their association. If adequate numbers and
talent are evident at any level the additional team levels may be added! However major novice
players should try out for the atom team as we usually carry at least 3 players every year!
$25 (cash only) will be collected at the first try-out from all players before they go on the ice for
all teams. If you are invited to a 3rd try-out, another $15 will be collected.
Registration with North Durham Girls Hockey Association will be done shortly after try-outs.
Please note fees will be approximately $950 per player ( due at registration) plus up to $400 due
in the fall for team functions (tournaments, apparel, extra ice, etc)
Please note that any player who accepts a position on a North Durham team at the final try-out
will not be granted a 'Permission to Skate' form for any other teams for the remainder of this season.
Please e-mail ccreng@xplornet.com with any questions regarding try-outs or coaching opportunities.

Charles Ramsey, North Durham Girls Hockey Association / Uxbridge Youth Hockey Association

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

UÊ, ÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>ÀÊÊLÞÊ>««ÌiÌ®
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌVÃ¶
UÊÞLÀ`]Ê iÃi
ÊÊ>`Ê iVÌÀVÊ-«iV>ÃÌ

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

For the past 6 years the Barton Farms community has established itself
as the place to be on Easter Sunday. While the holiday remains special
for many reasons, the spotlight will be focused on Herrema Fields. Truly
a family event geared to those with children and grand children between
the ages of 1 and 10, Barton Farms is proud to play host to well over
500 Uxbridge residents on Sunday April 24th, between 12 noon and
3pm.
There will be over 4000 eggs hidden in and around the park, prizes for
every child, food and drinks for everyone and a Spicy Chili Cook Off
you won't want to miss. The non-profit event is coordinated and organized entirely by the families in the
Barton Farms community with
support from local businesses.
“If you build it, they will come”,
is how Heidi Weitzman puts the
whole experience into words. She
started “The Hunt”, as she calls it,
from a simple invitation to her
neighbours just six years ago. “A
couple of eggs scattered in the park
and a pot of coffee for the parents
was the beginning of something
really special,” recalls Melanie Luukkonen, a resident of Barton Farms
and neighbor to Weitzman.
Now that the event has grown several hundred times larger, Weitzman
is positioning the event to give back to the Community of Uxbridge.
“This year we are asking all the participating families to drop off a nonperishable food item”, says Weitzman. She continues, “It's well known
that the food bank needs a little extra help over the summer months and
I think this event can lend a hand.” Even if you do not participate in
“The Hunt”, you are encouraged to drop off a food item. A large bin
will be located at the registration table for your convenience.
If you would like to register your family, volunteer or offer support you
can do so through the Barton Egg Hunt web site:
www.bartonegghunt.com. All are welcome but you MUST register to
participate.
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Stemp’s Stew
For many years it's been a wellknown fact that our American
friends have a major love affair with
guns. They guard the right to bear
arms with ferocity and anyone who
makes a move to take this right
away from them better be prepared
for a major fight.
This gun-loving attitude is foreign
to most Canadians who have never
had a love affair with guns, and I'm
sure you would be hard pressed to
find a firearm in the majority of
Canadian homes. Maybe this attitude is the reason that we have few,
if any, murders in most Canadian
communities although, in recent
years, there has been major concern
at the rising number of shootings
in some large Canadian cities.
Recently the American love of
weapons came to light in a big way
when a Cable TV company here in
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column by Harry Stemp

Florida made an interesting offer in
an advertisement appearing in
newspapers and on TV. Those who
took out a new subscription to
their cable service, or renewed their
present contract, would receive a
free shotgun. This probably meant
little to local residents but as a
Canadian, it was shocking and I
had to take a second look to make
sure I was reading the ad right.
But there it was in black and
white, and although we love our
neighbours to the south, we often
have a hard time understanding
why they are the way they are.
------------------------Pistol packing Momma!!!!
Speaking of the use of guns getting
out of whack, here is a classic example. A 96-year-old woman in
Florida took a fancy to a 66-yearold bachelor who lived next door

and visited her often to make sure
she was okay. On the last visit the
old gal got a bit amorous, made a
couple of advances and when the
neighbour shunned her, she
whipped out her pistol and shot
him in the legs.
This has not just caused severe
pain for her neighbour but a dilemma for the authorities. What do
you do with this old gal? Send her
to jail? Maybe the Judge could give
her 10 years or a life sentence whichever is the lesser.
------Mentioned in a recent column
about the wonderful work that Rev.
Bill Fritz and a group of volunteers
were doing with handicapped people in Uxbridge and surrounding
communities. These people who
face many challenges that you and
I can only imagine gather regularly
at Trinity United Church for fun,
fellowship and learning.
Members of the community are
always welcome to drop in for a
visit to see what this program is all
about and, often, to help this project along. And now everyone has
an opportunity to see firsthand
these people in action as you are
invited to attend the Handicapable
Talent Show on May 15 in the
auditorium at Trinity United
Church. It runs from 3 to 5 p.m.
and no ticket is required as there is
no charge for the event, but there
will be a “free will” offering to raise
a few dollars for this great community project.
The group will be demonstrating
their talents in music, drama, poetry and crafts with strong passion
and much love in their hearts.
The progress of these people is
thanks to their seemingly unstoppable leader, Rev. Dr. Bill Fritz, and
his assistants Betty Catherwood,
Tracy Karkheck, Dianne Morris,
Nairn Robertson and Nancy Wood
along with some others who assist
from time to time.
Needless to say they are extremely
proud of all their accomplishments
and they look forward to an enthusiastic crowd to support this wonderful group. So how about packing the auditorium and cheering
these people on. Believe me, seeing

the efforts they put into everything
they do and what they have accomplished through this program will
give you a bigger boost than it does
the performers.
If you would like to know more
call Dianne Morris at 905-8526213.
-----------------------------Interesting last week to have Ted
Barris mention the huge cannon
that was built in Barbados many
years ago by Canadian Gerald Bull,
a professor at McGill University.
The remnants of the cannon can
still be found in Barbados although
many years of neglect in the salt air
from the Atlantic Ocean have done
a lot of damage.
I wasn't aware of this project, or
had ever seen the cannon, until our
walking club, the Hash House
Harriers, took one of their weekly
walks along the south coast of the
island.
A fellow walker explained why the
cannon was erected and the plans
that Bull had for this monstrous

gun. It was
rumored
around the
island that
he
was
eccentric
and he figured his gun could put a
man on the moon one day.
Residents of the island just call it
the 'big gun' if you can get one of
them to talk about it. When you
land in Barbados take a look out
the right side of the plane. You will
see the large Police Academy
including a shooting range. A short
walk along a small path down the
hill behind the Academy and you
can catch a glimpse of this huge
gun or at least what's left of it.
It may be rusty and crumbling
but, as Ted explained, it is another
excellent example of Canadian
ingenuity and entrepreneurship.
Something our country has
become famous for.

Lake Scugog Studio Tour
April 30th & May 1st, 2011
from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Come on
“A Creative Journey”
32 Juried artists and artisand invite the public to a
self-guided tour

FREE ADMISSION
Brochures with maps available at local business,
public venues & website

Info: 905-985-7418
www.scugogstudiotour.ca
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Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10+ km moderate to
fast and hilly hike in the Walker Woods. Meet in the
parking area on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south
of Durham 21 at Albright Rd. No dogs please. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.

Coming Up
This Weekend...
Fri., Apr. 22, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2+ hr.; 10 km; moderate
to fast pace and hilly hike in Walker Woods. Meet at
the parking area on the east side of the 6th Conc., 2
km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. No dogs
please. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Fri., Apr. 22 Clean up of the Uxbridge Brook
on Earth Day from noon to 2pm, the Uxbridge Youth
Centre invites the entire community to attend. Pizza
on hand for participants.
Fri., Apr. 22 Ceramic Painting with Cynthia
Cupples Uxbridge Youth Centre, 1:30 - 4pm.Prices
range from $12 - $25. Call to register: 862-3456.
Fri., Apr. 22 Goodwood Baptist Church
Good Friday Service 10am. with music by the
Village Brass & Communion & light lunch following.
All welcome.
Fri., Apr. 22 Trinity United Church Good
Friday Service 10.00 am.
Sun., Apr. 24 Trinity United Church SONRISE
Service 8.00 am on the lawn outside Church.
Followed by Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt. Bring
your children
Sat., Apr. 23, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Apr. 23 Family Geo-Cache 2-4pm. Meet
at Trail behind Township Office. For more info visit
taketimeuxbridge.ca
Sat., Apr. 23 Run for the Diamond Benefitting
Cottage Hospital. Wooden Sticks.

Sat., Apr. 23 Handel’s Messiah The Church of
the Ascension is presenting the Easter version of this
most famous work. 1873 Town Hall in Port Perry at
7:30 pm.

Wed., Apr. 27, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting 4+ hr, moderate to fast
paced,
14+
km
hike
in
Walker
Woods/Clubine/Norton. Meet at the parking area
on the east side of 6th Conc., 2 km south of Durham
Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Bob Comfort 905-473-2669.
Wed., Apr. 27
Committee of Friends
Meeting House Annual Meeting 1 p.m. St.
Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian Church. All welcome. Preserving Uxbridge’s oldest building.
Fri., Apr. 29 UXBRIDGE NETWORKING
GROUP LUNCHEON 12 Noon, Tin Mill
Restaurant. Cost $20 per person. TOPIC: The
Ontario Budget: What’s in it for You? Speaker – John
O’Toole, Durham Riding’s Member of Provincial
Parliament.
Fri., Apr. 29 Meet the Candidates An opportunity to younger teens to ask politicians questions. Ux.
Youth Centre, 3pm to about 5pm.

Science and Serendipity
Every year students across Durham
Region take part in the Durham
Regional Science Fair, showing off
their scientific excellence. This event
may not put students on the proverbial map for scientific achievements,
but it does provide a gateway to the
National Science Fair, and also an
opportunity to win several prizes.
April 16 at UOIT in Oshawa, local
students ranging from elementary
school to their senior year of high
school, participated in the fair. We
had three students this year do exceptionally well, with Katrina Pullia and
Jeffrey Highet winning the 2011
Ontario Medical Laboratories Award,
and Simon Gladstone winning the
University of Ottawa Entrance
Scholarship.
Jeffrey and Katrina's project on electrophoresis compared human, kiwi
and strawberry DNA, and discussed
science and serendipity. How does all
this fit together? The pair planned an
experiment which combined their
interest in molecular genetics and
biology with research, and stumbled
upon a university lab which involved
separating strands of DNA from fruit
through the process of electrophoresis. However, due to a malfunction in
their equipment, the DNA didn't
show up in the final product. “It was
pretty frustrating,” says Highet, a
grade twelve student at USS.
“After we were done crying over our
failure,” laughs Highet,” we talked a
bit and [we came up with] the idea of

Sat., Apr. 30 Huck Finn Day at Elgin Pond!
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Apr. 30 - May 1 Art Show and Sale Artists
of Uxbridge Noon - 6 p.m. Shobrook gardens, 1
Elgin Park Drive.
Sat., Apr. 30 Community of Character
RESPECT. Uxbridge Secondary School, 6:30 pm.
Music, Community Recognition, Friendships,
Refreshments and captivating Speaker.
Sun., May 1 Music Fest Reachview Village,
Uxbridge from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. We are always
looking for new talent! For more information please
contact Jo at 905-852-6487.
Upcoming...
Wed., May 4 7-9 p.m. 40th anniversary of
the Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society. First
president and Uxbridge historian Allan McGillivray
will relate stories from these busy, interesting years at
the Museum in the museum schoolhouse.
Thurs., May 5 Wooden Sticks Golf Club from 5:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for the Simply Serendipity Art
Show & Sale. Enjoy an evening of original art,
fine music and fine wine.

Apr. 29-30 Broadway and Beyond Concert
presented by the One Voice Uxbridge Singers. Friday
7:30pm, Saturday 3:00pm. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church. Tickets: $15 at “Presents, Presents, Presents”,
children under 10 free admission.

Thurs., May 5 DIABETES INFO SESSION:
“Ask the Pharmacist” Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Diabetes Education Clinic is hosting a free
session with Bob Moore, pharmacist Shoppers Drug
Mart in the hospital boardroom, Testa Building, 2
Campbell Drive from 9 am to 10:30 am. To register
call 905-852-9771 ext 5260.

Sat., Apr. 30, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail

Fri. May 6, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail

Tiger Talk
by Sean Wetselaar

Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Upcoming...
Mon., Apr. 25, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2.5 hr slow to moderate
pace loop hike on the Walker Tract. Well mannered
dogs are welcome. Meet at the trail parking lot, west
side of the 7th Conc., 2.1 km south of Goodwood
Rd. (Durham Rd. 21) Brian or Wilma 905-8532407

serendipitous ideas.”
In science, it turns out, there is a
long history of failures turning into
monumental discoveries. For example, the man who invented Coca Cola
actually wanted to create a headache
medicine, but his failure at his initial
goal turned into one of the most popular beverages of all time. The project
turned form a university lab, to a
research project on several examples
of serendipitous discoveries in history.
“It was a way of rebounding,” says
Highet, which could have possibly
been what merited them the Medical
Laboratories Award.
Simon Gladstone, on the other
hand, created a project on the effects
of dragon on small scale vehicles.
After hearing about the fair last
November, he began planning the
remote-controlled car, which he says
provided a constructive way to make
the remote control car he'd wanted
for some time. Gladstone's car won
him the University of Ottawa
Entrance Scholarship although he is
still only in grade eleven. Gladstone
also commented on the surreal experience of having “a crowd of university
students telling me how impressed
they were.”
All in all, the fair was a great success
for all students involved, and USS
showed a fantastic display of our science students, taking home two prestigious awards, and giving our students a chance to really push the
boundaries of what they learn in class.
After all, science isn't about what you
learn in the class, it's about applying it
to the real world. And all three of our
winners certainly proved they were
capable of that. Great work USS!
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Sandford News
with Pat Asling
The first weeks of April are the first
real stretch of spring and many, like
me, probably have a few sore muscles
from unaccustomed work in the gardens and lawns. How exhilarating it
is to work to the accompaniment of
robins and song sparrows singing,
and geese and duck winging, heading
for the pond. The Scugog Flower
show was inspiring on a rainy day!
Service Sunday 10th was focused on
the living breath of God. Rev. Diane
illustrated the lesson by blowing up a
balloon which, without air in it, is a
quite useless. Carol Johnson gave a
review of some of the books in the
library and reported that she and
Harry are going to another conference bringing many volumes...
On Palm Sunday the choir sang special numbers, palm branches waving,
with music enhanced by the inspired
playing
of
Carol
Gibson.
Communion was served. Nancy and
Jim Wolfe treated the members and
spouses to the gigantic Mandarin
buffet...
On Good Friday the congregations
will meet at Sandford, 11:00 AM.
Easter Sunday will be observed separately. Please join the church of your
choice for the Holy Week commemorations...
Thanks to those who sent best wishes, cards or attended my mother's
95th birthday party at the Villa on
Apr.10. On Monday I accompanied
my Xi Epsilon Upsilon sorority to
Wind Reach Farm, for lunch before a
tour of the facility. On Tuesday a
number of ladies from the communities attended the Bethesda/Reach WI
Spring Tea and Fashion Show. The
Sandford Church council met on

Fri., May 6 Precious Minds Charity Golf
Tournament, Mill Run Golf Club, 8 am shotgun
start. To register call Sharon or Janelle at Precious
Minds 905-982-0882. $650 per foursome (includes
breakfast, golf, cart and hot buffet lunch) hole sponsors are available for $150. For further details visit
our website at www.preciousminds.com
Sat., May 7, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. No dogs please.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., May 7 The Uxbridge Branch of the
Canadian Bible Society will be holding their
Annual Breakfast Meeting at Living Water Church,
141 Reach Street, 8.30AM. Guest Speaker is Ted
Seres, National Director, Canadian Bible Society.
Special music by the Dnes Sisters. All are welcome.
A free will offering will be taken to further the work
of the Bible Society. For further information call Jim
Campbell at 905 852 6086.
Sat., May 7 2nd Annual Past & Presents
Spring Home & Garden Sale. Uxbridge
Historical Centre-Schoolhouse. Featuring a variety of
styles of hand painted décor & gifts, jewelry & accessories, candles, sweet treats, refreshments & lots
more. Free Admission. Donation appreciated for the
Uxbridge Historical Society. Wheelchair accessible.
Sat., May 7 Step in Thyme Antiques &
Artisan Sale 8:30 to 4:30 Historic Leaskdale
Manse & Church. Shop for that unique gift for Mom
or for your home.
Sat., May 7 Udora & Leaskdale Lions Club
Annual Canoe River Run. Starting and
Registration point will be on Zephyr Road, 2 Km west
of Durham 1 starting from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 am.
Minimum of $20.00 in pledges per paddler.

Wednesday afternoon. Work on
replacing the church roof will
commence on April 19th...
On Thursday Sandford,
Lemonville, Uxbridge and Mount
Albert ladies were guests of Zephyr
UCW when Yvonne and Gary
Harrison presented a slide show on
their trip to Machu Picchu, Peru and
across the continent to Brazil.
Sandford UCW will host a gathering
on April 28 when a lady who has
worked with Ugandan orphans will
speak to us. Please join us at 1:30
PM. Please note that on Mother's
Day and for the next year, services at
Zephyr will be at 11:00 AM and
Sandford at 9:30 AM...
Vern and Kaye Mikkelson traveled
to Guelph Thursday where Vern's
accordion entertained a senior's
group. Carolyn Hicken hosted her
three children, mother and sister for
a pre-Easter supper on Saturday. Our

Ongoing....
Join IODE - Women Who Make A Difference
IODE Susie Sorabji Chapter will meet on the first
Wednesday of the month in the evening during
Spring and Fall and in the morning during the Winter
months. Women of all ages are invited to attend and
learn about volunteer work with IODE. For more information, please visit our website at www.iode.ca or
call Sheila Weekes at 905 852-7084.
Ladies, if you feel a Cancer support friendship
group would be helpful for you, please join us on
the first Friday of every month at 12:00 at Jersey's
in Uxbridge. For info call Kathy 905-852-7292 or
Gloria 905-852-2912.
Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours Monday to
Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 - 5pm.
VOLUNTEERS OF UXBRIDGE! Register through us
as a Volunteer and helpout your community at a variety of events! If you are LOOKING for Volunteers,
please send us your event information and contact.
Email Rebecca Harman your contact information
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca
TEEN ZUMBA! Every Tuesday at Uxpool from 45pm. Ages 13-18. Register at Uxpool 905-852-7831
or Email Rebecca Harman for more info:
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca
UXBRIDGE SUMMER CAMPS! Register before
May 31st and receive a FREE Camp T-shirt and a 5%
discount per registration! Register at Uxpool 905852-7831 or Email Rebecca Harman for more info
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca
Visit
town.uxbridge.on.ca for online Camp Flyer
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good spring or summer
clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

sympathies to the Zephyr families in
the death of Gary Galbraith and Vera
Kester...
Scott Central School is a busy
place. Cutting down on the use of
paper to become an Eco-School, they
send an e-newsletter. The School
Community Council (SCC) sponsored a Dance-athon and Healthy
Meals event. In March they organized a half day workshop for Ron
Cross Drumming and have assisted
with a number of renovation projects. As for sports the Jr. Girls basketball team is participating in a three
day tournament this week. Best of
luck!
One of the classes offered is
Character Education. They ask: Why
show good character? Your character
is defined by what you do, not by
what you say or believe. A good
political platform I believe!
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Letters to the Editor
I want to thank the Cosmos for hosting the packed to the seams All
Candidates Debates last Sunday. I
did not get a chance during the
debate to correct Ms. Bev Oda on
her statement that China and India
together are responsible for 83% of
global greenhouse gas emissions.
That is, of course, factually wrong.
China is responsible for 24% and
India 5.5 % totalling 29.5 % based
on 2009 data (the latest available).
Canada with only 34 million people
has the sixth highest level of emissions in the world at 1.9 %.
A fairer way to compare countries
is on the annual amount of carbon
emitted per person: India 1.1
tonnes, China 5.4 tonnes, Canada
19.0 tonnes. And one final point to
be absolutely fair. Of the total
human-generated emissions of carbon in the atmosphere today, 80%
has come from developed nations
like Canada, and 20% is from less
developed countries where 80% of
the world's population lives.

Stephen Leahy
Green Party Candidate
A resounding Thank-You to
Heather Benjamin, owner of La
Petite Fleur, for going the extra
mile to have Brock St. Businesses
included in compost pick-up. It
may seem like a minor victory to
some but when you see the whole
picture, it could be a major win for
Uxbridge taxpayers. That's right,
remember last week’s article by Jack
Ballinger about the 214.7 million
dollar incinerator? Watch how that
figure rises as future expansion
plans are implemented because of,
you got it, lack of citizen and government interest in waste diversion. Durham Region's average
diversion rate is about 55% and
could easily be much higher because
of Heather and many more people
like her that get the whole picture.
Higher diversion means less cost
and pollution from burning, which
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still leaves 35% partly toxic ash for
land fill. I attended a waste fair in
Clarington in March and have
requested that it be brought to
Uxbridge. I hope that happens and
Heather gets recognition for her
efforts.
Mary Dube
Zephyr
The All-Candidates meeting in
Uxbridge on April 17 was an excellent demonstration of democracy in
action. The six candidates, representing often vastly different
philosophies of government, all
demonstrated a passion for their
causes and forcefully expressed their
views to the large audience. All
members of the audience who
wished to address a question to any
or all candidates were given ample
time by Ted Barris, the moderator,
to express their opinion and ask
their question. All six candidates
gave forthright answers.
Naturally Bev Oda, the member of
parliament for Durham Riding and
cabinet

minister in the Conservative government, was questioned and challenged most aggressively. That
always happens for a representative
of the government. As a long standing supporter of the Conservative
Party I was impressed with the manner in which Ms. Oda conducted
herself and addressed the questions
put to her. She not only demonstrated a firm grasp of the issues facing the
citizens of Durham Riding but of
the national issues faced by
Canadians of all walks of life.
I have great admiration for anyone
who is willing to step up and seek
elected office. It is only with dedicated citizens to represent us in a
democratic government that we
maintain a free country and open
society. I salute the six citizens of
Durham who seek our support.
They're doing their job, now it's our
duty to cast our vote for one of
them on May 2.

We are new residents in Uxbridge
but we have been affiliated with the
town for many years. Even before
we moved to the town we supported the Celebration of the Arts, the
Chamber Choir, Monday Morning
Singers, Messiah, One Voice Choir,
the Highland Games and many
more activities. On Sunday evening
we attended the all-candidates'
meeting which was so well chaired
by Ted and Conrad. Each candidate
had an opportunity to express specific political views and objectives.
There were opportunities for individuals to pose questions to all or
individual candidates. Around the
world many countries are fighting
to achieve the very things we take
for granted - political expression via
the right to vote. Our greatest hope
is that everyone who is enfranchised
will make the effort to vote in the
up coming election.
Elinor and Bill Cole
Uxbridge

Don Gibson
Sandford

Kennedy House fill gets passing grade from consultant
by Nancy Melcher
On March 19, 2011, fill material was
dumped at Kennedy House. At the
time, questions were raised about the
source of this material: allegations were
made that some had come from an
unapproved site. Concerns were
expressed regarding the possibility of
contamination. It happened on the
weekend: local councilors were not

aware of the actions until contacted by
nearby residents.
Briggs Canada Limited, a Markham
environmental consulting firm, conducted a soil/fill quality assessment program at Kennedy House on behalf of
Uxbridge Township. Their report was
submitted to Uxbridge Council last
week.
The purpose of the study was “…to
establish the quality of the material that
was imported to the Kennedy House

DETOXIFICATION INFORMATION EVENING
EVERYONE WELCOME
Free Admission
Uxbridge Public Library (downstairs)
Wednesday April 27th at 7:00 PM
This evening will cover how toxins in our environment
affect our bodies and what we can do about it.
All health practitioners are invited to display
promotional material at this event.
Don't miss this opportunity to learn how to optimize your health
and meet some of Uxbridge's health care practitioners.
Sponsored by: NUTRITIONAL WELLNESS CLINIC
26 Brock St. E, Uxbridge
Sherri Cragg, BASc, MASc, RNCP,
Registered Nutritional Consulting Practitioner
For more information please call 647 339 4566

site on March 19, 2011.” They also contacted the management of the alleged
unapproved fill/soil source. That site
was not open or operating on March 19.
There was no excavation activity, and no
trucks delivered fill/soil from that site to
Kennedy House that day.
The testing followed procedures set out
under the Environmental Protection
Act. Nine trenches were excavated,
between 5m and 75m in length, to a
maximum depth of 1.2m, using a bulldozer throughout the area where the fill
had been dumped. Fifteen fill/soil samples were collected, following stringent
guidelines, from the exposed material.
These samples were submitted to
Maxxam Analytics in Mississauga, again
following appropriate handling protocols.
The samples were analyzed for the
presence
of
Volatile
Organic
Compounds, in accordance with the
Ministry of the Environment/EPA regulations. The criteria for evaluation of the
results were based upon the following
understandings: 1) the site will continue
to be used for residential/parkland uses;
2) the site is not a potentially sensitive
site; 3) the native soil at the site appears
to be coarse grained; and 4) the site is
supplied with potable water from the
municipal network.
The laboratory results indicate that the
concentrations of contaminants from
the samples were below the allowable
limits. This means the fill/soil is in compliance with the EPA/MOE standards.
There was no fill dumped from an

unapproved site, and all the fill/soil (167
truckloads) came from the approved
site.
Uxbridge residents can rest assured that
the fill/soil dumped at Kennedy House
came from the approved site and it
meets the MOE/EPA standards. It is

DELORES MURIEL
WILSON
(GIBSON)
Passed away
peacefully
April 6, 2011.
She was 68 years old.
Dee was a little person
with a big heart.

Love always,
Sharon, Sandy
and Gail

important to note that between 150 and
200 more truckloads of fill/topsoil are
still required at Kennedy House to
restore the original grade. While noisy
and dirty, there's apparently no cause for
concern from this activity.

THE DREAM
I had a dream last night,
And in my dream I laughed & played,
I ran in a meadow where memories stayed,
Birds sang and frogs hopped,
It was as if time had stopped.
For my breath was steady,
My heart was at ease,
My smile was endless,
As the grass touched my knees,
The breeze warm and gentle,
Ruffled my hair,
I felt my face,
And no tube was there,
No tank by my side, no pain and no aches,
I must be careful in case I awake.

By Sharon Bognar

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

BATHROOMS

Tree Service
905-852-5313

Renovations
& Design
•Delta •Moen •Grohe
•American Standard

416-347-6469

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

THINK GREEN
THINK GILLDERCROFT
WE’VE BEEN RECYCLING

4 ON THE FLOOR
DOG TRAINING

VINTAGE LUMBER FOR

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

OVER

30

YRS.

"The Positive Way"

905441-1776

9269
3rd Concession

www.4onthefloordogtraining.ca

Garage Doors

4onthefloordog@gmail.com
NEW CLASSES STARTING MONTHLY

UPRIGHT

DOOR
SERVICE

Classified

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

“ He is not here. He
is risen just as He
said.” - Matthew 28:6
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

FOR SALE: Vero Beach, Florida-mobile for sale
14'x56', 2 bedrooms, central heat/air, double roof,
large screened porch, paved carport, fully furnished
incl. appliances. $5500. Please call 905-852-3540.
4/21
BOOK NOW WITH THE GARDEN MAIDS for
your Spring Clean Up, Gardening, Weeding and
Maintanance throughout the season, reasonable rates.
905-640-0609 or 416-886-0546. 4/28
HELP WANTED: Foxbridge golf club looking for
starters and marshals. Golf privileges. Call Tim 905852-7962. 4/21
FOR SALE: Pick-up box cap, to fit Chevy S10 or GMC
Sonoma 6ft. Box. $100.00, Call (905) 640-4376.
4/21
FOR SALE: Used 'TOP OF THE LINE ' Motorcycle
Clothing sizes X, XL, Male, some Female. Excellent condition. Also one-owner motorcycles: 82 BMW R100 RT,
90 Honda Pacific Coast ,800cc, 98 BMWF650, 205
Honda CRF70, 2o5 Honda CRF 50. Contact:
I.Neumann,905 852 6538,evenings. birdieneumann@sympatico.ca 4/21
GARAGE SALE: April 23 & 24th, Tools ---Household-Sofa—Electronics—boating-- and much more.
Bascom Street Uxbridge. 4/21
WANTED FOR MAY 1: Suite or apartment in or
around Uxbridge for responsible single man. Call Sean
at 416-689-8980.. 4/21.
FOR SALE: Cute as a button Haflinger Pony, 14 HH
gelding, 10 yr. old, can easily carry small adult.
Assorted English and western tack. 905-852-5615.
4/21
FOR RENT: 30 acre pasture to board, Mt. Albert hills,
trees, lots of grass, large covered shelter, $175/mo.,
may-Nov. 905-852-5615. 4/28.
PAINT YOUR OWN CERAMICS WITH CYNTHIA CUPPLES at Uxbridge Youth Centre, Earth Day,
good friday Apr. 22, 1:30-4 p.m. Register at 905-8623456. 4/21

FOR RENT: Uxbridge modern townhouse, two large
bdrms, 3 full baths, full kitchen, dinette, dining room,
large living room,, walkout to large enclosed patio,
electric awning for shade, long back yard, A/C, air
cleaner, built-in vac, laundry. 905-862-0078. 4/21
FOR SALE: Napoleon wood stove, good condition,
brass trim, new glass, $400. 905-852-5723. 4/21
HELP WANTED: Farm
labourers.
Contact
mail@siloam orchards.com 4/21
FOR SALE: CIL fertilizer spreader, $10. Sirius satellite car radio, $25. 905-852-2078. 4/21
WORK FROM HOME and supplement your income.
excellent opportunity for stay-home moms and
retirees. Call Lydia today! 905-852-3127. 4/28
FOR RENT: Light Industrial/Office Space for Lease,
Downtown Uxbridge, 41 Maple St. $5.25 per sq. foot
+ TMI & Hydro, 1,000 up to 5,000 sq. feet available,
852-4222, Andy. 5/5
WANTED TO RENT: Professional couple (working
full time) with a five yr old, well-behaved child, need
a two-bdrm apartment commencing June 1st until our
new home is built, approx 9 months-a year. May be
small, but must be clean, laundry on-site, no smoke in
building, no pets, quiet, 2 cars to park, child-friendly
area, in Uxbridge, is a must. Great references available. Please call 852-4938 4/28
FOR SALE: Motocross ---2006 CRF70 HONDA
Motorcycle $1000. 2006 CRF 50 HONDA, $800.
Helmet, child's, like new
$ 40.
Boots, Men's, leather , 'STD SPORT',made in Italy, size
11, $70. Used Motorbike Clothing, sizes L and XL,
excellent condition. 905-852-6538 or birdieneumann@sympatico.ca 4/28
INDOOR SALE: 8 am to 1 pm, GOOD FRIDAY April
22, New Items Added - prices reduced - 9759 Durham
Regional Road 1 (Conc. 7) 905-649-0089. 4/21
FOR SALE: Cedar posts and railings for fencing. Doug
at 905-640-6006. 5/5
FOR RENT: UDORA. $1100/mo includes utilities.

SCHANK ENTERPRISES
YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD REPAIR SHOP
•
•
•
•
•
•

Licensed Technicians
Professional Service
Small Engine Repairs & Service
Horse & Utility Trailer Repairs & Service
Welding & Fabrication
ARC / MIG / TIG / Steel / Aluminum
Free Pickup & Delivery
in the Uxbridge Area
Call

905-716-1453

Before the Spring Rush!

Lower unit, lg windows, 2 brs, huge kitchen and lr,
wood stove, washer/dryer. Good credit/references.
Call Sharon: 705 228-8202 or sharon.t@rogers.com
4/28
FOR SALE: UDORA. Kids moving back? Parents moving in? Get two homes in one! Perfect for family members who want their own space! Call Sharon: 705 2288202 or sharon.t@rogers.com 4/28
FOR RENT: Beautiful barn, adjoining 15 acres. 7
stalls, 3 more stalls soon. Rent a stall or the whole
barn. 905-852-7634. 5/5
HELP WANTED: Youth to work on beef / cah crop
farm, after school and during summer. Reliable transportation required. 905-852-5568. 4/28
FOR SALE: Premier walk-in tub, like new. Kenmore
electric stove, washer, dryer also available. Call 905852-6860. 5/5
FOR SALE: White birch trees, $30 each. Royal red
maple, $45 each. Potting machine, price negotiable.
905-852-9463. 4/28
ANGUS BULL FOR SALE: Purebred black yearling
(New Attraction X EXT). Quiet and haltered from our
show line. Call Gillea Farms 905-852-6659. 4/28
FOR RENT: Uxbridge 2 Bedroom apartment. $850
p/mo. Freshly painted and recently renovated with
laminate floors. Big bright picture window overlooks
park. Storage and parking. Hydro is extra. Kim at
905-852-4540. 5/5
HOUSEHOLD SALE: 110 Dominion Street. Friday
April 22 9-5, Saturday Apr. 23 9-1.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 for up to 20 words,
$10 for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Building a Dream
by Jennifer Carroll
The truth and
learning in things
A lot of people don't believe in
regrets. I do. I certainly believe that
a person's actions can leave them
with a weight on their shoulders
that they will never unburden, a
reminder that will follow their
shadow forever. I believe in consequence. I also believe that regret
festers in ignorance. Knowledge is
a powerful thing, and learning
from an experience, from wherever
you are in life, is your greatest
armour against regret.
…I sit here with a few words on
the page in front of me, and I'm
finding it hard to type. I came back
to Canada from a tiny little island
that housed me, engulfed me, and
which I love more than I ever
imagined I could. I traveled back
with a script in my sights and a
company with their eyes locked on

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Uxperience. Last week’s viewpoint
(lower photo) is outside Frankie’s Ristorante; it was guessed
by Karen Smith of Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to the
upper photo next next week. Photos by Lezley Woodhams
and Conrad Boyce.

the same prize. I came back scared,
unsure, excited, trembling, and it
was six months I wouldn't trade
for anything. Through preproduction, auditions, casting and the
tedious tasks in between, The
Organic Theatre Collective's first
baby started to take form.
Then came the jumping point.
You can't make any splash dipping
your toes in the pool, so at the very
start of March we closed our eyes
and grabbed our knees to form a
cannon ball.
And it was exhilarating. Those
first days in rehearsal, fully
immersed with waves splashing
around us, I reveled in the sensation of running rehearsals, of arriving to work every morning to create, to learn, to discover more
about a story I nurtured for two
years. The fire in my gut smoldered
with pride over watching my
actors, my director and my crew
work tangibly on a project we've

held in abstraction for so long. But
then it all just started to…unravel.
Quickly, nearly before I could
notice, small hiccups turned into
speed bumps and potholes, and
then suddenly… we stopped moving altogether. I don't know how it
happened, but four weeks into
what was meant to be the greatest
adventure of my life, I was holding
the remains of a production in my
hands, mere shrapnel. I looked
down and everything I had left to
hold onto was in bits, and it was
over. We never made it to stage.
We didn't even come close.
I was left in a vacuum in the few
days after. My ears rang in the
absence of scripted dialogue, my
body aching to move to the blocking and choreography. I had nothing but my own image and the
reflection of mistakes to stare at,
and as I peered at those faults I
could see the dangerous crevice I
was tipping over: regret.
So I stepped back from the edge
and took a breath. And I looked at
what there was to learn. It's a nasty
thing to stare in the face, your mistakes. They can be ugly, and they
don't hide their warts and gashes.
You don't have anything to mask

Try geocaching on Saturday
Saturday April 23, will see downtown Uxbridge taken over by families searching for hidden treasure. Geocaches are small containers
that are hidden on trails all over the world. The geocaching web site
provides GPS coordinates and clues for finding each cache.
Uxbridge, as the trail capital of Canada, is full of geocaches and the
Take TIME project will show you how.
The Uxbridge Boys U-12 Soccer Team will be on hand, from 2pm
to 4pm, with the maps and clues to find 9 caches. All of the caches
are a short walk from the starting point at the Trans Canada Trail
kiosk in Centennial Park (behind the Municipal Office). The caches
can be found using only the maps and clues, but you are also welcome to bring your GPS (car, cell phone) unit as each cache also has
GPS coordinates. Since GPS is not completely accurate, you'll
always need the clues to find the cache. Richard Cooke, a geocaching expert in Durham, will be on hand with extra GPS units for
those wanting to learn more about this fun family activity.
Families providing feedback on the geocaching scavenger hunt will
be entered in a draw for a family-friendly cookbook. The cookbook
has been generously donated by themomsquad.ca.

BOLSTER

Limousine Service

bolsterlimo@rogers.com

705-513-1222
Travel in Luxury!
Weddings, Special Events, So Much More!

HAPPY EASTER TO ALL!
STILL LOTS OF LAMB, HAM, TURKEY, PRIME RIB AVAILABLE

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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the truth, you just have to raise
your eyes and stare at it. And if you
have the courage to look straight
ahead into the eyes of your mistakes, you may find tiny nuggets of
knowledge protected behind the
warts and gashes. I looked deep
and I looked long. And after a few
painstaking days examining everything I did wrong, I saw small
flecks shining in the depths of my
disappointment. So I polished
them, I looked harder at them and
started to rub away the dirty, grimy
film. And they started to sparkle.
I lean on that knowledge as I
humbly work my way back from
disappointment and heartbreak.
And the harder I lean, the further I
stand away from regret. I've
learned so much in the last few
weeks. I know more about the art I
want to make, but more impor-

2011

tantly the art I don't want to make.
I know more about the artists I
want to work with and the artist I
want to be. But more than anything, I know truly where I belong
right now. And it's an ocean away.
I miss Ireland, the people, the theatre community. I miss the green
and the Guinness. So in an effort
to learn from myself, I'm turning
my eyes back to Eire, and I'm
going home.
As I steer forward, I hope I don't
forget about how I got here, the
things I did right and the mistakes
I made. Because as I learn, I feel
myself getting stronger, and my
bitter friend, regret, is left standing
atop the last hill abandoned and
alone. I just don't need its company.
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Meanwhile, Back at the Manse
Our Wonderful Rotarians
It was such a pleasure to serve
breakfast to the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge last week. In spite of the

early hour of preparation it
required, (5.30 a.m. is certainly for
the birds!) we loved having the
club members at the church to

show them the improvements they
helped pay for. The Rotary Club
gave the Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society a generous donation of

QUAKER
DENTAL
CLINIC
MOVIE POSTER
CONTEST!
Find the title of the movie we are
parodying. If your correct entry
is drawn you will win 5 tickets to
the Roxy Theatres of Uxbridge.
If you also know the name of the
staff member in the poster, you
are eligible to win popcorn &
drinks for 5 as well.
Call in your guess at
905 852 4767 or bring in
your ballot to the Testa Building,
2 Campbell Dr. Suite 308.

by Barb Pratt

$5000 three years ago. With that
help, and a grant from New
Horizons, the downstairs of the
church was completely refurbished. And last week the club surprised us with a further donation - $1000 for the Burn the Mortgage
Fund!
After breakfast we took the
Rotarians on a tour of the manse,
and let them be among the first to
see the new paint and wallpaper
and all the improvements to the
site.
The Udora River Run
“The river runs through Udora,
The river runs through my town.
Back in the days of yore it
Spun the millwheel 'round...”
- song by Udora resident K.B.
McGregor (Magoo)
Another service club has taken up
our cause. The Udora and
Leaskdale Lions Club has pledged
the returns from their Annual
Canoe River Run, May 7, to the
Burn the Mortgage Campaign.
This canoe run, from the bridge
on Zephyr Road down the
Pefferlaw Creek all the way to the
town of Pefferlaw, is a fabulous
and fun day for friends and families. The canoes will put in
between 8 and 10 a.m., and a hot

dog lunch is the reward on arrival
-- hopefully still warm and dry -in Pefferlaw. This is a race, and
there are great prizes! Entry is a
minimum $20 pledge per paddler.
For more information or for
entry forms contact Byron Taylor
705-228-8027 or Jacquie Brown
7 0 5 - 4 3 7 - 2 7 7 3 ,
jacquie@home@yahoo.ca.
The Udora River Run happens to
be on the same day as the Festival
of Antiques and Artisans in
Leaskdale, so you know where
you'll be stopping when you're on
your way home from Pefferlaw,
don't you?
Squeaky Clean
And here's another contribution
from a caring community volunteer. We have done a lot of entertaining in the Historic Church
over the past four years: dinners,
teas, lunches, and tours have
meant lots of wear and tear, and a
few spills, on the carpet in the
church basement. Bill Blair of
Durham Steam Cleaning to the
rescue! As his donation to the
LMMSO cause Bill brought his
equipment up to Leaskdale last
week and left our carpet clean,
stain-free and like new. Thanks
Bill!

Pets & their People

Meet Me @ the Library

by Dr. Karen Bardecki

Child’s Play

Posies and pets
I love gardening and I can hardly wait to
get out and start getting my hands dirty.
When it comes time to deciding what
plants to put in your garden you might
want to read this if you have pets. Some
cats and dogs will eat almost anythingincluding plants. Thanks to John at John’s
Garden for helping me figure out from the
long list of toxic plants I had which ones
typically grow in this area. Here is a list of
some of those plants.
Lilies
Tiger, Day, Asiatic, Easter and Japanese
Show lilies are all highly toxic to cats! Even
small ingestions (such as 2-3 petals or
leaves) can result in severe kidney failure.
Crocus
There are two Crocus plants: one that
blooms in the spring (Crocus species) and
the other in the autumn (Colchicum
autumnale). The spring plants are more
common and are part of the Iridaceae
family. These ingestions can cause general
gastrointestinal upset including vomiting
and diarrhea. These should not be mistaken for Autumn Crocus, part of the
Liliaceae family. The Autumn Crocus is
highly toxic and can cause severe vomiting, gastrointestinal bleeding, liver and
kidney damage, and respiratory failure.

Daffodils
Ingestion of the bulb, plant or flower can
cause severe vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, and even possible cardiac
arrhythmias or respiratory depression.
Lily of the Valley
Lily of the valley will cause heart problems
similar to digitalis (foxglove) if ingested.
These symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea, a drop in heart rate, severe cardiac
arrhythmias, and possibly seizures.
Tulips and Hyacinths
The toxic principle of these plants is very
concentrated in the bulbs (versus the leaf
or flower), so make sure your dog isn’t digging up the bulbs in the garden. With
ingestion of the bulbs, severe symptoms
such as an increase in heart rate and
changes in respiration can be seen.
If you see your pet consuming one of
these plants, take them immediately to a
veterinarian for medical care. Waiting for
them to look sick may be too late. Here is
a website with a much more extensive list
of Ontario plants that can be poisonous to
your
pet.
It
is:
www.landscapeontario.com/poisonousplants. So when you’re planting your garden, don’t forget to keep your pet’s safety
in mind.

Although it is a community resource widely used by
adults, the Uxbridge Public Library also has, on the
lower level, a department exclusively for children.
Some might think that this means we just have a few
picture books. We do have picture books - an extensive selection - but we also have much more than
that.
In the Children’s Department, we have reading
materials for youngsters of all ages, from level one
‘easy readers’ to chapter books such as Harry Potter.
In between, we have level two and three easy readers,
‘board books’ and ‘mini books’, the aforementioned
picture books, early chapter books, and non-fiction
materials for a variety of reading levels.
The department features a fair-sized French section
which contains all of the materials listed above, as
well as movies and music. Our seasonal sections which encompass every holiday from Christmas to
Groundhog Day - are mostly composed of English
books, but contain a few French items as well.
We have more than just books, too. We have quite
a collection of fiction movies - on VHS, DVD, and
Blu-Ray - and our non-fiction videos are housed
near the computer games. Near the front desk is
where we keep our audio books - books on tape and
CD - and our music CDs.
One of the highlights of the Children’s Department
is the easy access to all kinds of toys and entertainment for kids. From our colouring table (which
never fails to be full of eager children during the
week) to our relatively new games computer (featuring a series of kid-safe games which bundle learning
and fun), we’ve got no end of distractions for the
youth, including a myriad of readily available toys,
puzzles and board games.

For the child having difficulty finding the right
book, we have a series of ongoing reading programs
for all ages. Both the Forest of Reading program and
the Battle of the Books encompass all levels of reading and allow kids to find great books. Blue Spruce
is the program for the youngest age group and
includes mostly picture books. Up from there is
Silver Birch Express, which is an easier version of
Silver Birch. These programs range from early chapters to full-out fiction and also include non-fiction.
Students who read from a selection of ten books in
a certain category in the Forest of Reading get a
chance to vote on their favourite read and attend an
event where the results are announced. Battle of the
Books also pits schools against each other, seeing
which school knows the most about chosen books.
Besides all that we have available for children, we
also have a few things that can be enjoyed by adults.
Above the easy readers is where we house our parenting collection. This is a section comprised of books
and even a few movies that deal with common parenting dilemmas and how to handle them. At the
back of the department are our laptops, which have
Internet access and can be used by patrons of all
ages.
We also have regular programming for children
which runs throughout the year. The next program
will be the ‘Stuffy Sleepover’ which will take place
overnight between Friday, May 13 and Saturday,
May 14. Kids will drop off their ‘bravest’ stuffed animals to participate in a sleepover. The next day they
can be collected, along with pictures of the animals’
nocturnal adventures. Note that this a sleepover for
stuffed animals and not the kids themselves.
The Children’s Department is an often-overlooked
part of the library. It’s not just a place to pick up a
couple of picture books - it can be a cherished
experience between you and your children.

