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READY, SET, HOP! - Heaps of children and their parents braved the chilly morning on Saturday, April 19, to take part in the Kids Dash, an event that was part of the Run For the Diamond Half
Marthon held to raise money for the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary. The kids were so excited that they burst out of the starting gate too early, and had to be called back so that the Easter Bunny
could officially lead the way! For more photos of the marathon, as well as other events around town this past weekend, visit www.thecosmos.ca.
Photos by John Cavers.

First Leaside property a “blight on the community”
by Nancy Melcher
It's been two long years since the
construction crane was dismantled
at the corner of Brock Street West
and Victoria Drive. The temporary
fencing remains, although some of
the green fabric isn't attached anymore. Snow, rain, dirt, and trash
end up blown into the foundations
of what was supposed to be a gleaming office building. They are a grim
reminder of the fate of First Leaside
Group, the failed investment company that was supposed to base its
head office here.
“It's a blight on the community,”

said Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor.
“It's not Structform's fault: they
were just doing the concrete work
on the building.” Yet they ended up
the owners of the property as a
result of the settlement reached during the winding down of First
Leaside. “They're not developers they don't really know what to do
with it,” the mayor continued.
In a recent email, Jim Greig,
President and VP of Finance,
explained, “I wish we had better
news, but all of our plans have been
shot down by the Conservation
Authority. They consider our property a flood plain and will not allow
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any type of construction that
requires permanent overnight parking.” This regulation pretty much
prohibits any type of residential
construction going forward.
The Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority does have
the final say in what can be built on
this land. Obviously personal safety
is most important. The original
plans called for retail space on the
ground floor, and offices for the
floors above. That's a suitable use
for this parcel, but there are already
existing properties in the downtown
core (also in the floodplain) that
have retail beneath residential. Since
there is a precedent, perhaps plans
can be made for similar construction on the former First Leaside site.
“We couldn't build our downtown, if we were starting right now.
The regulations wouldn't let us do
what we already have,” Mayor
O'Connor
explained.
“If
Structform came to us with a plan,

we would sit down and work with
them to negotiate with the
Conservation Authority to see what
could be done. There would have to
be compromise from both sides, but
we might be able to find something
in the middle that works for everyone. I expect they want to get out of
it as badly as we want them to.”
Safety surrounding the property as
it currently sits continues to be a
concern. “Someone could get under
that fence really easily, and if they
fell and hurt themselves, it could be
a terrible thing,” the Mayor
expressed. Liability rests with the
property owner, and the Township
is getting tired of waiting for activity on the project.
“If nothing has happened there by
the fall we'll get working on making
the property safe.”
That might mean Structform will
knock down what's there and back
fill the land. If they don't do it
themselves, the Township could do

the work and charge it back through
levies on the taxes Structform pays.
That's not the ideal solution. Far
better to see a building there, and
the property used for what's intended. It can only be hoped that
Structform can work with the
Township to complete the development of this corner site, to make the
place safe, bring people and business
to that parcel, and remove the eyesore that currently sits there, abandoned and forlorn.

Sharp-lobed Hepatica, Countryside Preserve

by Renée Leahy
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for April/May
Monday, April 28th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.
Monday, May 5th
COMMITEE
9:30 a.m.
Monday, May 12th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
Monday, May 19th
NO MEETING Victoria Day
Wednesday, May 21st
Committee of
Adjustment Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Monday, May 26th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.

Street Sweeping
Street sweeping will be starting
in the upcoming weeks, weather permitting, and will take 6 - 8
weeks to complete.
Please try not to park on the
streets during this time.
Please leave the sand on the
road, as there will not be any
special pick up of sand left in
piles or in pails. It is acceptable
to rake any sand that has accumulated on the boulevard into
the curb and gutter prior to the
sweeping of the street.
Any areas that are missed due
to parked cars will be redone
after all sweeping is complete.
Below is the schedule for
sweeping:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

S/W corner of town
S/E corner of town
N/E corner of town
Rural subdivisions
and hamlets
N/W corner of town
Town parking lots

(The town portion is divided into
4 areas with Brock & Main
Streets as the centre point.)

2014

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

Follow the
Township Online

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

FROM THE
TAX OFFICE...
2014 Interim Tax
Bills
All 2014 Interim Tax Bills
have now been mailed.
Payments are due; on the
due dates (payments must
be received or paid on or
before the due dates).
The
SECOND
Tax
Installment is due on April
25, 2014.
Please pay promptly to avoid
penalty.
For non-payment of the
Interim tax levy on or before
the respective due dates of
each installment, a penalty
of 1.25% shall be imposed
on the first day of each calendar month and thereafter
in which the default continues. Failure to receive a Tax
Bill does not excuse the taxpayer from responsibility for
payment of taxes nor liability
for any penalty or interest
due to late payments.
The penalty/interest charges
cannot be waived or reduced
by the Tax Department or
Council for any reason.
Tax payments can be made
by the following: In person
by Interac, Cheque or Cash,
by Mail (Post-dated cheques
are accepted), telephone &
Internet banking, drop box,
or at most Banks.
If you did not receive your
2014 Interim Tax Bill, please
call the Tax Department at
905-852-9181 Ext. 211.
PLEASE RETAIN YOUR
2013 FINAL TAX BILL FOR
INCOME TAX PURPOSES.
If a reprinted tax bill or
receipt is required for any
previous year's taxes, a fee
of $10.00 will apply.
Thank You
Tax Department

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Take Notice that on Monday, May 12, 2014, the Council of the
Township of Uxbridge will hold a public meeting pursuant to
The Development Charges Act, 1997, regarding proposed
development charge rates and policies that will be applied
throughout the Township. It is proposed that enactment of a
new Development Charges By-law by Council would occur on
a date subsequent to this public meeting.
Development Charges are levied against new development,
and are a primary source of funding development-related capital expenditures. Township capital services include Library,
Fire & Rescue, Parks and Recreation, Public Works, General
Government, Animal Control and Township-wide Engineering
related services (i.e. Roads, sidewalks, streetlights, culverts,
etc.).
Council is required under The Development Charges Act,
1997, to hold at least one public meeting to allow the public the
opportunity to review and provide comments on the
Development Charges Background Study, related staff reports
and the proposed Development Charges By-law.

Musical Moments: Lots of toe
tapping fun and knee slapping,
along with a variety of musical
instruments, finger plays, and
songs old and new! Eight weeks,
led by popular musician, Kathy
Reid-Naiman. Child
accompanied by adult for ages: 6-18
mos., 10:15-10:45 a.m.; ages 1936 mos., 11:00-11:30 a.m. Cost:
$6.25/child/week, Thursdays to
May 22. Preregistration is
necessary and spaces are limited. Sign up now in person, with
payment by CASH or CHEQUE.

All interested parties are invited to attend on: Monday,
May 12, 2014, 10:00 a.m.
Council Chambers, Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario
Copies of the Development Charges Background Study and
the proposed Development Charges By-law will be available
on April 28th, 2014, or earlier through the Township`s website:
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or at the Clerk's Office.
51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge.
Phone: 905-852-9181 Fax: 905-852-9674
Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca
Those wishing to address Council on the above-noted matters must advise the Clerk in writing no later than 12:00 noon,
Wednesday, May 7, 2014, at the above address, by fax, or email.
Specific development charges inquiries should be directed to:
Alan Shultz, Treasurer
Phone: 905-852-9181 x216; Fax: 905-852-9674; Email:
ashultz@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Adventure Car Rally
Fundraiser
Saturday, May 10
12 noon to 5 p.m.
Join us on a fun driving adventure through Uxbridge town and countryside, visiting historic sites, farms, and public green-spaces to
answer questions and complete activities for great prizes! There will
be prizes for highest score, best 'team theme', oldest car, and much
more! This is a Family/Team event, exciting and fun for all ages! Come
prepared to discover new places and have a whole lot of fun. This is
a fundraiser for the Uxbridge Historical Centre (Uxbridge-Scott
Museum & Archives). For more information and to download a registration form, go to www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com/CarRally. Hope
to see you at the Centre and on the road!
Uxbridge Historical Centre (Uxbridge-Scott Museum & Archives),
7239 Concession Rd. 6, just north of the roundabout.
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com, 905-852-5854.

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

905-852-9747

Wiggles and Giggles: Family
storytime with stories, songs,
crafts, and simple rhymes, with
staffer Cathy Reesor. This program is designed as a DROP-IN
for children ages 2&1/2 and up,
but all are welcome. Preregistration is not required. Choose
Mon., April 28 OR Tues., April 29.
Classes start at 10: 30 a.m. No
charge.
Teen Contest: Online Scavenger
Hunt! Start your search at
www.uxlib.com at the 'kids and
teens' section, then go to 'teens'.
Wild about Flowers? Take part
in our seedling project downstairs
to start plants for use outside
around the building, later in the
spring!
Who’s in your family tree?
Adults interested in their family
history have the opportunity for a
private introduction to Genealogy!
A volunteer will meet one-on-one
in the Genealogy Room for a tutorial.
This is free training available on
Wednesday mornings. Must sign
up in advance at the adult desk at
the Uxbridge Library.
Spring
Zephyr
Library:
Storytimes for pre-Schoolers.
Free program includes craft,
snack and various themed activities. May 1. Call or drop in to register, as spaces limited. No
charge, but donation for craft
materials appreciated.

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
DEPUTY CLERK
REQUIRED
The Township of Uxbridge, located in the Region of Durham, approximately 75 kilometers from
downtown Toronto, offers an excellent quality of lifestyle, with a mix of rural and urban amenities
and a population of 20,000, is seeking a dynamic, dedicated, results oriented self- starter to fill
the full-time position of Deputy Clerk.
Reporting to the Director of Legislative Services/Clerk, the Deputy Clerk will assist in performing the statutory duties
of the Clerk as set forth in the applicable provincial legislation. Specifically, the Deputy-Clerk will:
• co-ordinate and oversee preparation of Council/Committee meeting agendas and Meeting Notices;
• attend and record the proceedings of Council/Committee meetings and oversee preparation and distribution of
minutes of the meetings and ensure completion of follow-up correspondence arising from the meetings;
• conduct research and analysis for report, by-law and resolution preparation;
• function as the Township's Records Manager including leadership and direction on the ongoing implementation of
the Corporation's electronic records management system;
• overseeing and co-ordinating the implementation of the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act;
• carry out the statutory notification procedures pursuant to the Planning Act;
• act as the Deputy Division Registrar to oversee the collection and recording of vital statistics, the issuance of marriage licences and performing marriage cermonies;
• oversee the issuance of municipal licences and lottery licences;
• be responsible for assisting with the planning, organization and delivery of the Municipal Election in coordination
with the Director of Legislative Services/Clerk;
• fulfill the legislated requirements of the green energy act through data tracking, reporting and analysis;
• in the absence of the Director of Legislative Services/Clerk, assume the duties of the Clerk.

Talent Show!
May 21st, 2014 7:00 p.m.

All talent is welcome
Goodwood Community Centre

The ideal candidate will have the following qualifications:
• University degree in Public Administration, Political Science or a related field;
• Five years of relevant supervisory experience in municipal government preferably within a Clerk's Department;
• A demonstrated knowledge of Provincial legislation and regulations including the Municipal Act, Municipal
Elections Act, Planning Act, AODA and MFIPPA is a must;
• Excellent organizational, public relations, supervisory/management, research, written and verbal communication,
report writing and presentation skills;
• Proven expertise in a variety of software packages including MS Word applications, Geographical Information
Systems (GIS)/Arcview and electronic records management systems (previous experience with Laserfiche is an
asset);
• Ability to analyse, oversee and implement computer applications based on department/corporate needs in coordination with municipal consultants;
• The CMO or AMCT designation from the Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario
(AMCTO) is preferred;
• The ability to work flexible hours and in a team-oriented environment is a must;
• A valid Ontario Driver's licence (Class G) with a clean abstract;
• Clear Criminal Background check.

This is not a competition,
it is entertainment.
Please call 905-852-9181
ext. 228
or email
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Drowning Statistics
• Only 3% of children who drowned in Canada
from 2001-2010 were identified as strong swimmers.

Salary will be commensurate with experience and includes a comprehensive benefits package.
Interested candidates are invited to submit a confidential covering letter and detailed resume, outlining experience
and detailing how the minimum qualifications are met, by 4:30 p.m. Friday, April 25th, 2014 to the undersigned.

• Children who drowned while swimming or playing in the water were 1.4 times more likely to be
weak or non-swimmers than to be average or
strong swimmers.

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only those being considered for an interview will be contacted.
Debbie Leroux, Director of Legislative Services/Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
P.O. Box 190
51 Toronto Street South
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1
email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca
Telephone:
(905) 852-9181 Ext. 228

• The impact of swimming ability was even more
pronounced among children who hadn't intended
to enter the water. Children who drowned while
engaged in non-aquatic activities were 3.5 times
more likely to be weak or non-swimmers than to
have average or strong swimming skills.

The Township of Uxbridge is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
If you require accommodation at any time throughout the employment activities process, please contact us at: 905852-9181 ext. 209, accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca or by visiting www.town.uxbridge.on.ca and we will make
every effort to provide appropriate assistance pursuant to the Township of Uxbridge Employment Activities
Accommodation policy.

The best way to prevent drowning is to learn to
swim. UxPool provides water safety with all of
our Learn to Swim Programs. Registration for
the June session began April 1st. Contact the
UxPool to register at 905-852-7831. Statistics
provided by the Canadian Red Cross Facts and
Figures.
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our two cents
We made it
Congratulations, Uxbridge.
It looks like we have made it through the Winter of 2013/14. Birds are singing, temperatures are
double digits (most of the time) and tiny green shoots are finally poking their way through the
sodden dirt. Of course, there are snowy patches in shady spots that will likely be there well into
July, but we can't have it all. We are, after all, Canadian. We wouldn't be happy if we didn't have
something to whine about. And we'll be whining about this past winter for a long time to come.
We'll likely be whining about it every time we go out to mow a lawn and there are still branches all over the place. The Ice Storm of 2013 really did a number all over the place, and the flotsam and jetsam that is left over will be occupying leaf bags and supplying campfires everywhere
well into next winter. So we'll whine as we have to clean up never-ending piles of branches, and
we'll whine as we look at trees that look all askew because the perfect branch no longer provides
the perfect shade in that perfect spot in the garden. We won't think about the fact that Mother
Nature did a bit of a pruning job for us, and lightened our work load a little bit. We won't think
about the ready-made kindling available for our campfires this summer, or the wood that is now
in supply for next winter's freeze.
We'll whine as we walk the streets around downtown Uxbridge, and its environs too, if applicable, and notice the bright pink or orange stripes that mark the places where the sidewalks have
heaved during the quick freezes and thaws that marked this winter. We'll curse when we trip over
the one stripe that we didn't see and stumble stupidly, hoping that no one is watching. We won't
think about the fact that it may lead to us getting fresh new sidewalks - or pieces of sidewalk - all
through the town, making it look a little fresher and a little tidier. We won't think about the fact
that, once the sidewalks are fixed (which we will complain about not being done quickly enough)
no one will be in danger of falling. People who use walkers and canes will be a little safer walking up and down the street.
We'll whine as we endure April rains, even though they are warm and life-giving to the green
sprouts and buds. We'll complain about the grey days and the fog that makes the drive into work
challenging, and we won't think about the gift that this weather is giving to the earth. We won't
think about the places in the world that are parched for rain, or the people of the world that have
never had the chance to experience fog.
We will most certainly whine as we do our grocery shopping and balk at the exorbitant prices of
the produce we want to buy. This winter hit our neighbours to the south pretty hard too - not with
mounds of snow, though, because we got all that precipitation - and the droughts have put harsh
pressure on the cost of the goods we enjoy putting on our tables. We won't think about the fact
that we're just darned lucky to be eating.
We'll whine about the growing season being pushed later because the snow and cold temperatures have just refused to leave us alone. Crops will be later going in this year, and as such, will
be later coming off. That's going to throw a whole production cycle out of whack, for a while at
least. We likely won't be grateful for the fact that we have land around us fertile enough to grow
the bounty that will surely pop out of the earth - eventually.
Yup, that's us. Whine, whine, whine, complain, complain, complain. It's what we do best. You'd
think we enjoy it. Never mind that it isn't really good for us. Brings us down, makes us grumpy.
Then we pass that on and the next person we talk to ends up grumpy, too. Next thing you know,
all of Uxbridge Township is grumpy because we had a lousy winter.
Change your brain and think of it this way. Congratulations, Uxbridge. You made it through the
Winter of 2013/14. Put on a smile, enjoy the flowers that are starting to show, clean up the mess
and move on. Next winter could be even worse.

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Dianne Oad Winder

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
I am extremely pleased to report
that the Udora-Leaskdale Lions
club hosted the 38th annual
International
Lions
Club
District A-16 convention in
Oshawa this past weekend. With
this year's District Governor,
Lion Lloyd Clifton a member of
our club, we felt it appropriate to
support him by hosting the convention for 2013/14. In doing
so, we would be hosting 53
Lions, Lioness and Leos club
from across York, Durham and
Kawartha Lakes Regions. These
clubs would be sending over 200
delegates to the convention. We
are a club of 20 members, many
of whom have been in service for
more than two decades, so taking on a task of this magnitude
would be a real monumental
effort.
Kudos definitely need to go out
to our convention co-chairs;
Lion Larry Emo and Lion Bob
Horner, as without these two
intrepid personalities at the helm
we could not have succeeded. It
takes lot of pre-planning, planning, working and re-working to
bring it all together without a
hitch. The event was a success
due to the efforts of the whole
Lions team.
As a relatively new member
myself it was a great way to be
introduced to the long and
proud history of the Lions
organization and their historical
significance. There were also

many opportunities to meet,
network and socialize with the
club executives and delegates
attending.
Also pleased to report that Lion
David Mills, charter member of
the Uxbridge club and now with
the Minden club, has been elected 2nd Vice District Governor.
This means David will be
District Governor in just two
years and our congratulations go
out to David.
As chair of advertising and
sponsorship, it was my task to
bring on board some of the
friends and supporters of our
small community club. I have to
give a huge “Thank You” for
again lending your support to
further the cause of another one
of projects. Without the patronage of generous individuals and
businesses, we would be unable
to fulfill our goals of serving people in our communities, locally
and globally . To this end , we
are truly grateful.
A small mention of our terrific
supporters:
Branching out,
CNIB, City of Oshawa,
Dollarama, Eric McCartney
(Century 21 broker), Leaskdale
Country Store, Oracle RMS,
Pefferlaw
Dental
Centre,
Regional
Municipality
of
Durham, St. John Ambulance
(York Region), Target Canada,
Udora General Store, Brandon
ford, Canadian Tire (Uxbridge),
Craftworks, David Mills, Elirpa

Construction, Green space
Disposal and Recycle, Four
Square Construction, King
Brewery, Luesby Memorial,
Peacock Lumber, Pick a Mix
Concrete, Pineridge Impress,
PortPerry
Dental
Centre,
Prestige Stoneworks, Quality
Inn Hotel, Therwood Heating
and
Cooling,
Uxbridge
Memorial, Xerox services.
Please don't miss the opportunity to enjoy a great day on the
water during our Canoe River
Run on May 3. For further
information
check
out
www.udoraleaskdalelionsclub.ca
Lion Chris Brunne
Leaskdale
Thank you to the Uxbridge
Community for hosting a really
egg-citing Easter Egg Hunt on
Easter Sunday at the Herrema
Fields in Barton Farms!
A big thank you goes to Heidi
Weitzman, Carrie Bigras and all
of the other amazing and very
dedicated volunteers and sponsors for the event.
My family have been participating for the past four years and we
very much appreciate all the
hard work and effort that goes
into making this event such a
fun occasion for the community
of Uxbridge.
Lisa Edwards
Uxbridge

In last week’s Goodwood News it was accidentally reported that the Talent Show to be held in Goodwood
was to take place on May 2nd. The Talent Show is to be held on May 21st at the Goodwood Hall. The
Uxbridge Cosmos apologizes for any inconvenience this error may have caused.
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aiming high

the barris beat

column by Amy Hurlburt

column by Ted Barris

Spring cleaning

Dangerous at any age

Here's a confession for you: one of my most persistent flaws is a distinct
lack of ability to keep my room consistently clean. Unless I put some seriously concentrated effort,
it can turn into a maze of random things strewn about like the aftermath of several very small tornadoes. Mind you, it isn't necessarily dirty...but from an outsider's point of view, the complicated
organizational system in place isn't immediately obvious. Without some extremely deliberate effort
on my part, the whole place can be rendered into chaos in only a few short days.
Recently, I've put forth some renewed efforts to clean up the mayhem, at the request of my mother. It's Spring, after all, and the seasonal habits dictate that now is the time to be out with the old
and in with the new.
Now, I tend to be of the opinion that things should be done right or else not at all, so it's been a
slow process of throwing out junk, figuring out what can be donated, and meticulously organizing
whatever's left over. This process doesn't come naturally to me either: I worry about regretting
throwing things out or tossing things that have sentimental value for reasons that would make sense
to nobody else.
But here's the thing I've been telling myself, and I'm going to tell you too: sometimes, it's time to
clean up.
Metaphorically and/or literally, many of us hang onto garbage we don't need. It weighs us down,
and because of it, we can lose sight of the things that are important, even if we're pretty sure we
know the important stuff is hidden. Cleaning stuff out of our lives can be hard, especially if it's been
there for a long time and we're not sure what to do without it. Personally, I tackle the metaphorical
life-cleanse the same way I (eventually) tackle the messy room: with a plan, and a place for everything.
Sometimes, things have to be removed entirely from our lives. The bad habits we have allowed to
fester, the angry thoughts we allow to build…most people have something that they'd be better off
without, and yet they keep it around for reasons that only make sense to them. And if you're in that
boat, you probably know it already.
Some things need to be put away. Not necessarily thrown out completely, but they're getting in the
way of other stuff, and making it hard to see the things that are important. There's a place for these
things, but it's not front and centre.
Some things need to be given away. They might be perfectly acceptable things, but we've outgrown
them, don't need them, and someone else can use them better. It's ok to acknowledge that they had
a time and place, and to move on from there.
Life is often a messy place. That's not always a bad thing: sometimes, the messes are the constant
reminders of the good things in our lives as well. But there comes a point where they can take over
to the point that we can't function well. In the event that this applies to you in any way, maybe start
considering stuff that you could start cleaning up. I'm not saying it's easy, but at the end of the day,
a fresh slate can be a beautiful thing.

You can almost set your clock by it. The moment the latest story hits TV or the front
pages of the daily newspapers about an elderly driver being involved a car crash, you can be sure the following
day people on coffee row or at the gym will raise the subject. They'll be indignant. They'll blame the government
for being too lax. But the thinking will be almost unanimous.
“Seniors are causing too many accidents,” they will insist. “People over 80 shouldn't be on the roads.”
The case against older men and women getting behind the wheel of a car has grown in intensity in recent years.
Small wonder. Each time a senior is involved in a car collision, it headlines the news. There was the recent case in
Cooksville, Ont., where a 71-year-old man decided to make a left-hand turn by bypassing five vehicles waiting to
turn and executed the turn from the middle of the intersection. The resulting crash killed his sister-in-law, her best
friend and maimed him and his wife. A judge sentenced the crippled man to 10 months in jail.
A year or so ago, there was the incident in Winnipeg, where an 86-year-old driver pulled backwards out of a
parking stall, but then continued in reverse the full length of the parking lot where he struck a child and ultimately came to a stop when his car hit a tree. The small girl survived, but the driver was charged.
And again the chorus screamed in unison for a ban on the elderly to drive. Well, in fact, Manitoba is considering
the implementation of stiffer restrictions or prohibitions much like those in Ontario. Currently, when a driver reaches age 80, according to the Government of Ontario site, s/he gets a letter and renewal form. The octogenarian
then goes to a clinic for a vision test, an interactive group session about traffic laws, a complete screening exercise and a driving record review. Only then is the individual's competency for driving determined. What's important to remember, however, particularly in the case of the guy who made the illegal left-hand turn in Cooksville,
is that he exhibited bad judgment; he didn't screw up because he was 71.
“(The turn) is a marked departure from the standard expected of a prudent driver,” the Crown prosecutor said
in court. “This manoeuvre, although brief, was highly dangerous.”
As a Manitoba publication pointed out recently, sometimes the danger posed by senior citizens behind the wheel
comes from a deterioration of motor skills. In other words, it's very likely age will cause eyesight to blur, reflexes to slow or one's wits to become muddled. But any of those shortcomings can occur among young people too.
Introduce the sense of invincibility or entitlement that the young often feel and the result can be speeding or drinking under the influence. Throw in a dash of smart phone addiction or the vanity that your “followers” can't do
without you before you park and you have equally dangerous distracted driving. When was the last time you saw
a senior texting an LOL on the 401?
Sure, there is the potential for the invisible crippler - dementia - to hasten the need for an elderly driver or the
family to take action. And statistics appear to be working against the elderly. In the past 20 years, the number of
drivers over the age of 65 has doubled in Ontario, from 600,000 to 1.2 million. And at the same time the
Alzheimer's Society reports that half a million Canadians have dementia, with a new case reported every five minutes. In a generation, the babyboomer numbers will increase the frequency of to a new case every two minutes.
All that doesn't alarm Dr. Shawn Marshall at the Hospital Rehab Centre in Ottawa. The Toronto Star quoted Dr.
Marshall's “Candrive” study two years ago.
“The vast majority of older drivers are safe,” Marshall discovered in his research and he decried “crazy blanket
comments (about seniors) that are ageist and unfair.”
I remember distinctly when my mother gave up her driver's licence. Nobody told her she had to. Neither the
police nor the DOT people came down on her with a legal ruling. Nor did her family apply any pressure. She simply recognized that her strength, her reflexes and her ability to see after dark were not what they used to be. She,
like so many seniors who fear the loss of independence, but fear hurting someone even more, did the right thing.
She decided to leave the car in the parking garage until a member of her family came along to help her get somewhere. Or she took the bus or a taxi.
One of the most powerful lobby groups representing seniors, the American Association of Retired Persons, recommends in-person licence renewals and screening that is not aged based.
“What determines your safety isn't your age, but your ability,” AARP said.
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Lifetime resident decides
to run for council
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

felt that this is what I'm supposed
to do now. I'm going to give it a try,
because I care.”
Municipal politics run in her
blood. Her father, Charles Forsythe,
was involved in Uxbridge Township
as a Councillor and as Uxbridge
Town Deputy Reeve (a township
representative before the township
was divided into wards). One of her
cousins was also a Reeve, and a great
uncle was a councillor for Uxbridge
Township in the early 1900s.
Sally Brady has also registered to
run as councillor in Ward 1. Present
Ward 1 Councillor Bev Northeast
has not declared whether she will
run in the October 27 election.

Nominations are trickling in for the
upcoming municipal election, and
Pamela Beach has filed to be nominated as Ward 1 Councillor,
announcing her nomination just
before the long Easter weekend.
“I believe that I can bring a fresh
new perspective to the table when
dealing with Ward 1 issues, as well
as the rest of the Town of Uxbridge.
Ward 1 is a large, diverse ward, in
that it contains Goodwood,
Coppins Corners and a vast expanse
of agriculture and forest land across
the bottom of Uxbridge Township,
from Glasgow and Altona in the
west to Glen Major in the east,”
says Pamela.
Pamela Beach is no stranger to
Uxbridge and its wants and needs.
She was born in downtown
Uxbridge, and has lived here her
entire life. Along with her homebased practice of being a holistic
practitioner and instructor in various therpaies, she is an active participant in many activities around the
town - at the moment, she's gearing
up for next week's Uxperience, and
is this year's skit director (it's her
15th year participating in the
show), and she's also in rehearsal for
Rylepuss Productions upcoming A
Midsummer Night's Dream. She also
sits on many different committees
and boards within not only her
ward but within the township.
“Uxbridge is my community. I
have always had a big tie to the
community, always been involved. I

RANGE OPENS
APRIL 26TH
COURSE OPENS
MAY 1ST, 2014
All you
can play

20

$

00

plus HST
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Shakespeare is coming to Uxbridge
Recipe for a great concert: take a
full measure of words by
Shakespeare, add music by a handful of the world's great composers
and sung by an exquisite women's
choir, and stir in one of Canada's
great actors and a leading violinist.
That's the recipe for the concert on
May 2 by the Monday Morning
Singers. "The focus is on
Shakespeare, for the 450th anniversary of his birth," said Anne Mizen,
the choir's director. "Some of his
greatest lines from his plays, and a
lot of his poetry, have been set to
music by some of the world's greatest composers over the centuries.
This is what we're exploring."
The exploration will be with the
assistance of two of Canada's great
performers. The words will come
through readings by Kenneth
Welsh, who started his distinguished career as a Shakespearean
actor in Stratford. The music will
come from Diane Tait, who spent
35 years as assistant principle violin-

ist with the Canadian Opera
Company Orchestra.
"We're fortunate to have these two
respected performers with us - they
add depth to the words and richness
to the music," said Ms. Mizen.
Kenneth Welsh, a resident of the
Uxbridge area, is a familiar face on
TV, movie screens and stage.
"The combination of music and
words is a powerful way to present
Shakespeare," said Mr. Welsh.
"Anne picks the music, and then I
either use the words that have been
set to the music, or lines that fit the
mood and the context."
Violinist Diane Tait will be fea-

MOTHER'S DAY BUFFET
7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Adults

12

$

2014

Kids under 12

6

95 $ 95
plus HST

plus HST

tured in one of the central works in
the concert, Five Hebrew Songs by
contemporary composer Eric
Whitacre. Whitacre is currently the
choral composer most performed
throughout the world, and is
known for his lush harmonies and
flowing melodies.
Ms. Tait is a frequent visitor to
Uxbridge, and has acted as principal
violinist and orchestra leader of the
orchestra accompanying the performances of Handel's Messiah in
Uxbridge over the past dozen years.
See the ad on this page for more
information about the concert and
where to get tickets.
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Kitchen’s closed till autumn Uxbridge getting cleaner and greener
The Community Soup Lunch has
come to a close for another successful season of delicious, hot lunches
served to the community, by the
community. Every Wednesday during the fall and winter, people have
gathered in the hall at St. Andrew's
Chalmers Presbyterian Church for
fellowship and homemade soups,
bread and desserts, all for a “pay
what you can” donation to the
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank. This
season, over $2,200 was raised for
the food bank, and another $500
for North House, a transitional
housing organization.
“It really is a great community
effort,” says coordinator John
Gould. “About 40 people attend
every week - could be seniors just
coming in for a visit and lunch,
could be employees around the
town - it really is quite a mix.”
Eight churches, two community

groups and North House rotate
throughout the fall and winter, each
getting a week during which they
host the lunch. Sometimes there are
as many as six different types of
soup (on the day the Cosmos visited,
there was some to-die-for chili
available), and there are usually no
leftovers.
Organizers want to say thank you
to all who attended the lunches, as
well as to the churches and community groups that hosted: Uxbridge
Baptist Church, Epsom United
Church, Living Water Church, St.
Paul's Leaskdale Church, Sacred
Heart Roman Catholic Church,
Sandford United Church, St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church, St. Paul's Anglican
Church, Trinity United Chruch,
North House, 1st Uxbridge Scout
Group, and the I.O.D.E.
See you in the fall!

I.O.D.E. members, from left to right, Eileen Winnington-Bell, Sheila Weekes, Carolynne Ross and
Pauline Slade take their turn serving up hot homemade soups, fresh rolls and tasty desserts on the last
day of the season for the Soup Lunch at St. Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian Church.
Photo by John Gould.

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Got spring cleaning on your mind?
Before you don your rubber gloves,
there's a new shop in downtown
Uxbridge that you should check out,
first, because it has everything you
want, and if it doesn't, it will get it!
Community Cleaning, on Brock
Street, right under Parish Lanes
Bowling, had its grand opening this past
weekend. Owners Sharie Trussell and
Stephanie Coy have a few name brands
on their shelves, but for the most part,
they carry lesser-known “green brands” namely Live for Tomorrow, a Canadian
brand in environmentally friendly,
affordable cleaning products. They also
carry dusters, vacuum cleaners, woolen
dryer balls - there isn't much that you
can think of that they don't have.
“And if we don't have it, we'll get it for
you!” laughs Sharie.
Community Cleaning began years ago
when Sharie was cleaning houses part
time, as well as working at a local restaurant. Stephanie became a client, and the
two got to chatting during Sharie's
weekly visits. Stephanie was home with
three young children, and wanted to
start working again, so she and
Stephanie decided that they would work
at getting 20 houses to clean between
the two of them a week. Two years later,
they have over 100 houses a week on
their roster, and a staff of over 20. The
business grew so quickly they outgrew
operating out of Sharie's garage, and
that they needed a space. They figured
since they had a store-front, they may as
well open up a store. They were part of
the Uxbridge BIA's Win This Space
competition at its beginning, but things
moved quickly for them, and they were
able to get the exact location they wanted on Brock Street, so they went for it.
“We really wanted to go for greener
options with our store and offer those
things to the people around here,”
explains Stephanie. “When we were just
cleaning houses, we couldn't get over

how many plastic bottles we were
throwing away every week, and all the
garbage we were creating. We figured
there had to be a better way, so we just
set about finding it!”
Along with the pre-packaged envirofriendly supplies, there’s also a Sudz Bar.
Along the back wall is a large fusciacoloured wall with assorted taps protruding from it. The taps are all clearly
labeled so that customers can bring their
own containers and fill up on their
favourite product without creating
more landfill.
“The only other store that we know of
that has this is in British Columbia,”
says Sharie.
Many of the items the store sells are
locally sourced and/or made. The
woolen dryer balls are made in
Uxbridge, as are the adorable aprons
that are on display in the big front win-

dow. Keeping it local is important to
both Stephanie and Sharie.
“This community has really helped get
us here, and we want to give back as
much as possible.”
The store has kept Stephanie and
Sharie so busy that it's rare they go out
to do any cleaning any more. “We've
got a really great group, really great
teams. They do some pretty hard work,
and we really appreciate it!” says
Stephanie.
They're quick to point out that having
your house cleaned is not just for the
well-off, but for all varieties of people
and circumstances.
Community Cleaning carries supplies
for both home and office, as well as
commercial cleaning supplies and hardware.

Finish Carpentry & Renovations

Quality custom renovations for your veranda, office, bathroom,
closet, wainscotting, fireplace mantels and more!
Give us a call and ask for Paul.
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., April 24: Night Walk
to Listen and Look for
Amphibians. James Kamstra, 9
p.m. follows talk by Tanya Pulfer at
Port Perry Scugog Library. Details
provided when you register. Call
Derek at 905-852-5432, or email
dconn50@powergate.ca
Fri., April 25: Taoist Tai Chi
OPEN HOUSE, 9 - 11 a.m.,
Uxbridge Seniors' Centre. Tai Chi
demonstration and a short video,
followed by refreshments. Contact:
Bob
at
905-852-2587,
www.taoist.org
Sat., Apr. 26, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace. Join us for
breakfast after the hike. No dogs
please. Meet at the trial entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat., April 26: Huck Finn
Youth Fishing Day, Elgin Pond,
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Parade at 9:30
a.m. Free! See ad on page 12.
Sat., April 26: Match the
Hatch
Charity
Golf
Tournament at Wooden Sticks
Golf Course. Visit www.matchthehatchgofltourny.com
Sun., April 27: One Voice
Singers-Spring Serenade. 3
p.m., St. Paul's Anglican Church.
Tickets available from choir mem-

bers, or at Presents. $20 at the
door, $18 purchased ahead.
Children 10 and under no charge.
www.onevoicesingers.org
NEXT WEEK
Mon., April 28: Durham
Beekeepers
Association
monthly meeting. Greenbank
Community Centre. 905-852-0733
for info.
Mon., April 28: Pineridge
Chorus Sweet Adelines FREE
Dress Rehearsal - 8 p.m. at the
Music Hall. Come and cheer us on
as we prepare for our Regional
Competition in May!
Tues., April 29: Committee of
Friends Meeting House annual meeting, 1 p.m. St. AndrewsChalrmers Presbyterian Church.
Fri., May 2, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 10+
km fast pace hike with hills. No
dogs please. Meet at parking area
on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Fri., May 2: Fridays at the
Foster-Diana
Davis-Crystal
Bowls/Flutes. 7:30-8:30 p.m. at
the Foster Memorial. Donation at
the door.
Fri.,
May
2:
Monday
Morning
Singers
Spring
Concert - Shakespeare: Life
and Loves with guests, violinist
Diane Tait and acclaimed actor

Tiger Talk
Rugby is back!
by Nique Therrien

The 15s rugby season has officially began and the Uxbridge
Secondary School teams are well
prepared. They have already participated in many games and still
there is much more to come.
Rugby has always been a huge
part of our school. The rugby
teams have done extremely well
every year and this year look to be
doing really well, too.
For those who don't know, rugby
is a sport that originated in
England and is played outside on
a field (turf or real grass). 15s
rugby is played with 15 people
from each team on the field, so 30
in total. Eight players play in the
forward positions, generally the
stronger, and seven players play as
backs - they are generally the
more agile players. From the forwards, there are two props, two
locks, a hooker, two flankers and a
9. The backs consist of a scrumhalf, fly-half and others. Each

position is very important
throughout the game. The forwards are there to pretty much get
the ball from the other team and
they tend to tackle a lot, whereas
the backs are the players who run
with the ball and score a point.
When the ball crosses either end,
it is called scoring a try and is the
point of the game.
One team kicks the ball from the
half mark of the field toward the
other team. The other team grabs
the ball the ball and attempts to
get it to the other end of the field
to score a try. If this player is
intercepted by a tackle and is on
the ground, this is when the other
players form a 'ruck' over top of
the player currently on the
ground. The players step over the
player on the ground and attempt
to drive the other team away from
the ball. Generally two from each
team tackle in a row over the player on the ground and whichever
team gets driven off loses the ball
and the other team can grab it and
go toward their end of the field to
score. If the ball is passed forward,
(Which is not allowed in rugby),
generally the referee will call a

Kenneth Welsh. 7:30 p.m. St.
Paul's Anglican Church. 65
Toronto Street South. Tickets at
Presents,
Presents
$15.00.
Children
under
12
free.
www.mmsingers.org. (905) 8523693
Sat., May 3, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. No
dogs please. Meet at the trial
entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat.,
May
3:
UdoraLeaskdale Lions Club - canoe
river run. 8 a.m. start at Zephyr
Road bridge west of Durham #1.
Sat., May 3, Pancakes and
Kids in the Forest, 10 a.m.-1
p.m. at with the Durham Mountain
Biking
Association
and
JoyRide150. Durham Forest, 3789
7th Concession, just south of
Goodwood Rd. www.durhammountainbiking.ca
Sat., May 3: Uxbridge Lawn
Bowling Club Open House. 1
- 3 p.m. Free bowling and refreshments. For info call Jom at 905852-5842 or Margery at 905-8524780
UPCOMING
Mon., May 5: Precious Minds
Golf Tournament, Wyndance
Golf Club
Silent auction, raffle and contest
holes! Call Precious Minds 905982-0882. To register on line

scrum, where the two props from
each team will stand on ether side
of that teams hooker, facing each
other. The locks will be behind
the props and the hooker and will
place their head in between the
legs of the prop and the hooker.
The ref will say crouch, and the
players will crouch, the ref will
call bind and the players will grab
onto each other to from a little
circle with the other teams and
then the ref will say release and
then the ball will be rolled into
the middle of this little circle and
the team's hookers will attempt to
kick the ball to their own side and
out the back. When the ball is
out, the game continues on. The
team that scores the most tries
wins.
Whew!
The USS 15s rugby teams are off
to a fantastic start to their new
season. The boy's midget team has
won 10 games and has lost none.
The seniors have been doing really well as well. Mr. King and Mr.
Mckee coach the teams.
“Rugby season is going great.
The team is super great and has
tons of energy! The games are a
little cold and rainy but all is well
with the Uxbridge Tigers!” says
Alysa Lewis, a grade 9 girls rugby
player.
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Got Talent? Uxbridge Fall
Fair is seeking performers for its
“Uxbridge Has Talent” contest
Sept. 6 & 7. Call Shanie at 905852-4655 or Fran at 905-8527471 for details.
Heart to Heart Healing
Centre, 26 Brock St West,
Uxbridge (opposite Coffee Time) is
open Thursdays 7.30 pm - 9.30
pm. Offers Christian prayer for
anyone needing healing in body,
soul or spirit. All welcome! Contact
Annette Forkun 905 852 4665 or
email info@hearttohearthealingcentre.com Website: www.hearttohearthealingcentre.com
Join IODE - Women Who
Make A Difference in your
Community. IODE Chapter will
meet on the first Wednesday of the
month. Women of all ages are
invited to attend and learn about
volunteer work with IODE. For
more information, please visit our
website at www.iode.ca or call
Eileen at 905 852-6890.
The Loaves & Fishes Food
Bank is open Wednesdays 1-4
p.m. for those requiring assistance.
Donations always appreciated,
and can be dropped in the Food
Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church
Monday to Thursday 9 a.m.-noon..
Tax receipts are issued for financial
donations.

www.preciousminds.com
Wed., May 7: Uxbridge
Historical Society Annual
General Meeting, 7 p.m. at the
Museum schoolhouse located at
7239 Concession Road 6. Allan
McGillivray will speak on World
War 1 from a local perspective.
All are welcome and refreshments
will be provided.
Sat., May 10, 12- 5 p.m.,
Adventure
Car
Rally
Fundraiser for the Uxbridge
Historical Centre (Museum &
Archives). Register by April 22nd
to be eligible for the Early Bird
Draw. For more information and to
download a registration form,
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com
/CarRally. Contact the Centre at
905-852-5854
or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
Wed., May 14: Uxbridge
Horticulture Club meeting.
7:30 p.m., Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre. "Succulents and Hardy
Cacti". $20 for an annual membership or $5 per meeting for
guests.
Sat., May 17: “Creation
Research
Museum
of
Ontario” Open House, 10
a.m. - 4 p.m., Goodwood. At 7
p.m. CMI speaker Richard
Fangrad Day activities include a
fossil hunt (while the fossils last)
www.creationresearchontario.weebly.com, click SPRING 2014
EVENTS or contact curator Martin
Legemaate: (905) 888-0188 creationresearchontario@hotmail.com

If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

ONGOING

“I believe that 15s rugby is going
great this year but there are a few
things we can work on. I'm not
worried because it's the beginning
of the season. The boys and I have
won 10 games and had zero losses
this year. I really enjoy rugby! I
believe it's one of the best sports
during the summer time. I really
love the feeling of going into a

scrum and I love the feeling of
going to score a try after a great
play has happened” This from
Carter Martin, a grade 9 boys
rugby player.
The teams seem to be really
excited for what this season holds!
Good luck to all the rugby teams
this season and have an amazing
week, Tigers!

TIME TO CLEAN UP THE BARBEQUE!
COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR GRILLING NEEDS!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West

OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley
ple like me - believe, however, that

T w o the move is intended to protect a
species at species that really should be endangered: the oil industry.
risk?
Environmental groups fighting
Very quietly, on the weekend, the
federal government decided to take
the humpback whale off the "threatened" species list. Instead, the animal is to be designated as a "species
of special concern."
This "upgraded" status removes
some of the protections around
humpback whale feeding and breeding zones on Canada's west coast.
The reason stated by the government is that humpback whale population has increased over the past
few years. Critics - and cynical peo-

against the Northern Gateway
pipeline, which would take bitumen
from the Alberta tar sands to the
B.C. port of Kitimat, where it
would be loaded into tankers headed for China, have been using the
threat posed to the whales by the oil
tanker traffic - and potential spills as part of their efforts to stop the
pipeline. By removing the whale
from the threatened species list, the
government in effect takes a major
weapon out of the environmentalists' arsenal, just as it did when it
gutted the Navigable Waterways

FEATURE-LENGTH

FILM ABOUT

by Amy Hurlburt

film mostly out of their own pockets. However, they are hoping that
interested parties will be able to
assist in the rest of the film's costs:
“Making an independent feature
length film is a costly endeavour,
but not always for the reasons people might think” explains Norris.
Both Norris and Lennan have
worked to cut production costs by
filming “guerrilla style” and endeavour to use creativity and flexibility
to cut down on costs where possible.
“We've built our own equipment
such as steadicams and microphone
holders “Red Green” style with a lot
of duct tape and spare parts” says
Norris. “Following that, I do the
majority of the editing on my home
computer, which goes a long way in
ensuring there are no extraneous
costs. Ironically, for independent
productions, the expenses come
when you finish the film and
decide to look for distribution or
a theatre to screen. For example,
there are over 13,000 film festivals in the world and the vast
majority charge a fee to enter.
When it comes to a premiere festival where you gain exposure,
such as TIFF, that fee is as high as
$150 just to submit.”
In order for the film
to have maximum
impact, Norris and
Lennan intend to target as many festivals as
possible based on the
funding they're able to
obtain. The film will
also be available online
to maximize visibility.
Ultimately, the producers are hoping to
open
a
dialogue
between the federal
government and the
residents of Durham
Region.
“We're focussing on
how these policy decisions have, and will,
impact Durham region

“I would classify our film Presence as
part documentary, part fiction, and
part delusion” begins Geoff Norris,
writer/director/producer of the feature-length film. Much of the film,
which follows the struggle of one
man facing the construction of the
airport that will pave over the home
he grew up in, was inspired by
moments taken from Norris' personal experience, including witnessing his home bulldozed as a young
man.
“The topic is real, as are the people
we are interviewing, and of course
the proposed airport in Pickering . I
believe that reaching people emotionally can perhaps have a more
lasting impact than simply presenting facts and statistics,” he states.
This isn't the first film Norris and
co-producer Kyle Lennan have
worked on together: after creating a
feature-length zero budget film last
year, they discussed covering the
Pickering airport, a decision that
Norris states was no easy feat.
“It took some time, but with a
heavy heart I agreed. I say that
because my family has suffered a
great deal and it is difficult for me
emotionally to film these barren
plots, boarded up houses, and fallow fields. All I can hope is that by
covering this issue, audiences can
reflect upon this land for a moment
and question whether it is wise to
pave fields for runways. I would
truly love for the citizens of
Durham Region to be an integral
part of the economic and environmental policies for their future and
not just outsiders writing for the
other shoe to drop, so to speak.”
The production team currently
consists of three members: Norris,
Lennan, and professional musician
Jarek Dabrowski, who is helping
with the sound and score for the
film.
The film is slated for completion
in June 2014 and thus far, Norris
and Lennan have been funding the
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Protection Act.
The whale's "critical habitat"
includes the Hecate Strait and the
area around Kitimat.
For years, the World Wildlife Fund
has featured the cute, cuddly panda
in its logo, hoping to draw support
from people who gladly flock to
zoos to look at the animals confined
to pens, hoping they'll do something cute or funny. But the majestic humpback whale is just as iconic
to environmentalists.
Meanwhile, far, far from the ocean,
we have a story about another
endangered species: the Canadian
worker!
In Weyburn, Sask., a restaurant
fired two long-term employees - one
had worked at the restaurant for 28
years, the other for 14 years - and
replaced them with temporary foreign workers. The backlash from
newspaper readers across the country has been about 99-per-cent

PICKERING AIRPORT
and the GTA,” explains Norris
For those interested in contributing to the funding of the movie, the
easiest way to do so is through their
Indigogo: a crowdfunding website
used to safely and securely donate;
with a copy of the film or even a
producer credit offered as a reward.
“You can donate starting at one
dollar and we will put that to good
use,” says Norris. “We've been
doing very well so far and we are
greatly appreciative that people care
about this issue and have contributed. People can visit the site
directly or find it through our
Facebook page. Plus, you can see
the progress we've been making and
check out some clips of the film!”
To
donate:
www.indiegogo.com/projects/pres-
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against the owners of the restaurant.
The government's response? We'll
investigate!
How much investigation does it
take to convince this government
that the TFW program is being blatantly abused by companies and
corporations across the country and
is costing Canadians their jobs, all
to improve said companies' bottom
lines? We've all heard the stories of
employees of major Canadian banks
being required to train their replacements from overseas, of the huge
number of coffee shops employing
TFWs at reduced rates, who often
have rent clawed back for living in
quarters owned by the coffee shop
owners.
For years, the Conservatives have
been running an on-going election
campaign wrapped around one
theme: it's all about the economy
and jobs. But they seem only interested in corporations' economies

SEEKS FUNDING
ence--2/ To check out Presence on
F a c e b o o k :
http://www.facebook.com/presencefilm

2014

and their ability to cut jobs. Indeed,
this same government has dismissed
thousands of government workers,
which only adds to the unemployment numbers.
And by taking the humpback
whale off the threatened list, it has
removed one more obstacle from
the oil industry's path to approval of
the Northern Gateway Pipeline.
And yet it appears there are thousands of TFWs working on tar sands
projects.
It seems to me if the government is
willing to gamble with the future of
the humpback whale, it will be
more than willing to double down
on the Canadian worker.
Tell me, am I wrong?

HOSTA FARMS
Est. 2000

Specializing in hostas with more
than 700 varieties available.
We also sell day lilies and perennials.
675 Wagg Road, Uxbridge
905-852-7024
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
MADE
IN

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

905-852-5313

UXBRIDGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED
A GILLDERCROFT?

905-852-2275

9269
3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
Inc.

Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
WINTER TUNE UP SPECIAL

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

DO SOME SPRINGTIME
SPRUCING UP!
NOTHING MAKES

THINGS NEW LIKE

A FRESH COAT OF PAINT.
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

416-702-6604

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Services

PROMOTE your business HERE!
Best deal going!
ONLY $25/week
Call 905 852 1900 for details

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“You are looking for
Jesus the Nazarene, who
was crucified.
He has risen!”

Mark 16:6B
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

FACTORY
TILE OUTLET
Porcelain, Ceramic,
Marble, Backsplashes,
Floors & Walls
Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Full or part-time, lots of
room to play. Snacks/hot lunches supplied. Earlier
arrival/late pick-up available. Lorrie 905-8522349 5/15
HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and installations, carpentry, rough and finish flooring repairs,
tile repairs and rugs, painting-exterior and interior, electrical repairs, drywall repairs and ceilings.
Call 905-852-1424 5/1
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Selfemployed to corporate clients. Lynn CatherwoodEldridge 905-852-7281. 6/26
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home Improvements
and Renovations, specializing in Custom Designed
Solutions. Decks, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750 4/24
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by
retired science deptartment head, 31 years teaching experience. Call David at 905-862-2812 5/8
THE HOME INSPECTOR: OAHI, Registered
Professional. Spring is a great time to assess your
home maintenance needs, Call James at 416-5674282. Servine Uxbridge since 1999. 4/24
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 4/24
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905852-4454 4/24

For Rent
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT: Uxbridge,
clean secure, quiet. Stairs. References required.
905-862-0829 5/1
SHARE A HOUSE: Large furnished bedroom for
single,working male. No smoking or pets. TV, small
car parking, Internet available. Utilities included.
Basement bedroom $450/mo. Other rooms
$525/mo. Immediate occupancy, 905-852-4454
4/24

UXBRIDGE,
QUAKER
VILLAGE:
$1,300/month inclusive. Spacious 2 bedroom
basement apartment for rent available June 1 ,
2014. Just over 2 years old, located on a quiet cul
de sac. Rent includes utilities, parking, private
entrance, satellite TV and wireless internet. First
and last months required, credit checks and references, non-smoking and no pets. Please call 416602-4747. 5/8
BEAUTIFULLY MODERN, Clean, totally renovated, finished basement 3 bedroom townhouse in
Uxbridge, close to everything, Go bus in front,
interior images of townhouse can be sent to email
for viewing. Occupancy May 1st, 2014. Absolutely
no pets/smoke, Call 905-642-0030 4/24

For Sale
MOVING: Fridge, stove, self-cleaning oven.
Antique sette. 1 6’antique kitchen table. 1 square
pine table. 1 6’ pine table with leaf. 905-8623951 4/24

Wanted
EXPERIENCED mechanically inclined "Jack of all
Trades" to fill an opening on our team. Weekday Weekend - Nights - Evenings. Strong work ethic
and dedication - Clean valid Driver's license and
transportation. Experience in any of the following
an asset: - power sweeping - painting (spray) concrete/asphalt repair - interlock. Forward
Resume to: whann@hanntech.ca or fax to: 905852-0766.
SUMMER STUDENT JOB: Looking for mature,
capable student to work now and into the summer
on our country home property in Goodwood and at
our Muskoka cottage. Jobs include painting, gardening and property maintenance. Flexible hours;
competitive wages. Email your work experience to
jburkhard@sympatico.ca or call 905-642-0386.
4/24
MACHINE OPERATOR: Hot- Foil Stamp (
Kensol 36T press or similar). Responsibilities
include efficient operation, with low waste. Also,
troubleshooting, performing light equipment
maintenance. Must be able to read, follow and
produce from an order ticket. Able to follow strict
quality control, verify and handle stock.Company
based in Uxbridge, Ontario, therefore, reliable

and close transportation to work is advisable.
Please respond to Awards@BALDWINSALES.COM
4/24
WANT STUFF: Spring Cleaning? Would you like
to have your “good stuff” picked up for “free” and
see it go to a “good home” vs the landfill sites?
Consider donating to the 10th Annual Roxy Kids In
Action Good Stuff Sale. Call or email to arrange
pick ups 416-989-6963 or cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com.
CAREGIVER: Looking for before and after school
care for 4-yr. old for Sept. @Joseph Gould. Car
req'd. Part week or all week. Call Lori 905-8522223 5/1
DOG LOVER: Part-time (min. 15 hrs./wk.) at
The Upper Paw Canine Care Centre. This wellestablished Uxbridge-based dog daycare, boarding & training company is looking for an experienced pack-leader. The successful candidate will
have excellent communication skills with dogs and
their owners. Experienced applicants should be
well-organized, able to work independently.
Entails being outdoors & picking up after several
dogs, as well as exercising them in fenced fields.
Reliable transporation required. Email resumé to
theupperpaw@hotmail.com 5/8
PROFESSIONAL male looking for rural property
- Carriage house or granny flat - to rent. Non
smoker, no pets, by July 1. 416 705-8427 5/1
FARMLAND & standing hay for 2014 season in
the Durham and York region area. 416-571-1081.
4/24

Events
FREE SEMINAR - GROWING AND BREWING HOPS with Nicholas Schaut, on Sunday, April
27, from 2 to 3 pm, at Richters Herbs. Richters
Herbs is open to the public, Monday to Sunday, all
year round. 905-640-6677 www.richters.com.
Come enjoy our house and garden wares gift shop!
4/24
ANNOUNCING! A Carlie Laidlaw project:
William’s Lullaby www.williamslullaby.ca All
iTunes downloads support Toronto’s Hospital for
SickKids. Ad sponsored by www.FraserEducation.com 4/24
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High school project teaches students more
than business fundamentals
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

the event. Two will go out and plaster
the town with posters advertising the
event. And they will all come together to build many of the games and
stations that will be at the Kids4Kids
Fun Fair.
“It's been really interesting taking
the theory that we learn in class and
actually applying it to this project,”

students don't have months and
months.
A class at USS is asking teens to do
“Yeah, it's been a bit stressful,” says
some pretty grown up things, and the
Carling Bennett, the other event
teens seem to have taken on the task
chairs. “Between this, other school
admirably, coordinating a large scale
work, and my extra-curricular, my
event in a few short weeks. And the
life is pretty much taken up right
fruits of their labours will be on disnow! It's a good thing we have our
play next week.
drivers licenses, or we'd never get all
“Business Leadership
this done,” she laughs.
M a n a g e m e n t
Carling also points out that
Fundamentals” is a grade
it’s important they all trust one
12 course, and a main comanother, that jobs will get done
ponent of the course is stuand that deadlines will be met.
dents must coordinate an
The students also have to
event that, in the end, benhand in school work along the
efits a charity of choice.
way - progress reports on how
This means from concept
things are coming together,
to completion, a group of
self-evaluations on what's
students must work togethworking, what's not.
er to ensure that their event
Teacher Richard Clark says
is a success.
that the event planning unit is
This year, half the class has
one of the main reasons stuchosen to put together a
dents take this particular class.
fun fair for childrenthat Brittany Schyf and Carling Bennett pore over various possibilites for mapping “Who here took this class so
will benefit the Jennifer out the Kids4Kids Fun Fair, a charity event being put together by a grade 12 they could do this project?” he
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Ashleigh
Children’s class at USS.
asks the class. Almost everyone
Charity.
raises a hand.
“We chose Jennifer Ashleigh says
Gregory Bertato, who’s in
Added to the course curriculum in
because we all agreed that it was a charge of technical equipment.
2007, various events have raised
pretty worthwhile cause, and it’s for
The class (there is another group around $45,000 for different charikids,” says Brittany Schyf, one of the that is working on another event that ties. And everything is done by the
event chairs.
will occur later in the year) only students. This includes going around
The group's size has proved to be a began working on the project after to various local businesses and getchallenge, but because the course is the March Break. They've had to ting sponsorship. From Rona to the
meant to teach students how man- come up with event, decide on the Roxy Theatre, there hasn’t been many
agement operates and how tasks are charity they wanted to help, break places they haven’t been, and most
deligated, it's been a little easier to down the jobs, and go about the have been supportive.
ensure all the bases get covered. The monumental task of organizing a
High school students who need
two girls in the group were chosen to Fun Fair in a relatively short period community hours can volunteer at
be the event “chairs” and oversee the of time. In the “real world”, this the Kids4Kids Fun Fair. For those
entire operation. One person is in often takes months and months of who would like to attend, see the ad
charge of finances. One is in charge planning and coordination. These on this page for details.
of marketing. One is coordinating
the technical equipment required for
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First time author’s fantasy novel
set to launch this weekend
Uxbridge resident and college stu- sword and go kill some goblins!”
dent, Jesse McMinn, has just had says another.
his first book published at the age
Jesse is currently studying comof 21.
puter science at Dalhousie
Loria is a high fantasy novel, first University in Halifax. He also runs
in the Tower series; an epic tale of a popular web comic at legendofa young man caught in an alter- maxx.com, and continues to work
nate universe filled with magic, on the sequel to Loria.
adventure, mythical beasts, andBlue Heron Books will be hosting
danger.
a book launch party for Jesse
As a teenager, Jesse spent many McMinn this Saturday, April 26,
hours playing video games and from 2 to 4 p.m. Refreshments will
imagining elaborate fantasy uni- be served and you will have the
verses filled with fantastical crea- chance to win a signed copy of
tures and strange inhabitants with Loria.
magical powers. Loria was the natural offspring of these fantasies,
and it was in high school where
Jesse started to transfer these ideas
to paper. As Jesse went off to university, he completed the novel and
was fortunate enough to have
IFWG Publishing accept
his manuscript for print ARE YOU PREPARED
IT’S
FOR THE
and ebook publication.
NEW
EMISSIONS S
TESTING?
UNDERCOATING
EASON!
Initial reactions to
We
are
ready
to
assist
you.
?
HAVE YOU GOT YOURS
Loria have been enthusiastic and first reviews
Specializing in
extremely positive.
Volkswagen
“Jesse does a good job
Audi
of painting the universe.
Kyle is easy to identify
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
with, and his companPorsche
ions are oozing with
European & Asian
unique character traits,”
Rick Callaghan
says one reviewer.
“I would happily rec- UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
ommend Loria to those UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
who want to curl up UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
Available
with a good book and
discover an interesting 138 Sandiford Dr.,
new world at an enjoy- Unit 5, Stouffville
able pace. And then get 905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
psyched to pick up a
www.410auto.ca

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways
of Uxbridge Township? The first person each
week to call into our office number, 905-8521900, and correctly identify the location of our photo, will
receive a prize; this week, it’s two tickets to Uxperience at
the Uxbridge Music Hall. Last week’s picture was the house
at the corner of Main and Plank. Congratulations to Murna
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Bigler!

Small town service with big time results.

Supply Store Now Open
Now you can use the products the professionals use!

73 Brock St. W. Uxbridge communitycleaning.ca
905-852-9419
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Remembering Chippy: the gem of Rutledge Jewellers
by Amy Hurlburt

Not many dogs can claim to have
been on the cover of Elle magazine,
the star of countless advertisements, or to have tons of adoring
fans wrapped around their paws;
but then, not every dog is quite
like Chippy.
Best known as the semi-official
mascot of Rutledge Jewelers, the
much-loved West Highland terrier
passed away two weeks ago this
past Sunday, and his loss will continue to be keenly felt by his family and the many customers who
grew to love him over his 17 years
of life.
Named after the Chip n' Dale
Rescue Rangers, Chippy was a
family dog through and through.
Scott Rutledge, owner of Rutledge
Jewellers and primary caregiver to,
notes that Chippy had a great life:
“He loved to play, loved to chase
squirrels…he'd play so much at
the cottage that you'd have to
carry him inside because he'd be so

exhausted from playing.”
When his family first got him, he
was the smallest pup in the litter,
which didn't stop him from developing a big personality.
“He loved to play with the bigger
dogs,” says Scott. “His best friend
was a Labradoodle named
Rexford, and the two of them
would play for hours.”
His love for the great outdoors
and exuberance for life had him
jumping off docks, visiting the
neighbours for Sunday bacon, and
a one-time-only run-in with an
invisible fence. As well, in 2013,
Chippy won the Instore Top Dog
National Search Dog Foundation
Choice Award, which he accepted
with humility.
Chippy was just as comfortable
with people as he was with
canines: after coming into
Rutledge every day to greet people
since he was seven months old, he
became a fixture of the store. He
was featured in many of the store's
advertisements, and customers

loved him: “The phone would
light up if we ever had an advertisement without him,” says Scott,

adding that he was an especially
big hit with children.
“One little boy in town was afraid
of every dog-except Chippy,” says
Scott. “He was the only dog who
could be his friend.”
Another young customer, a five-

Blue Heron and Barris - short-listed with the best
by Shelagh Damus
Uxbridge has a shot at two Canadian
Bookseller Association Libris Awards
this year.
Once again, Blue Heron Books has
been nominated for Canadian
Bookseller of the Year. The award, presented in memory of Toronto bookseller
Roy Britnell, is given to a Canadian
independent bookstore in recognition of
excellence in book retailing, based on
superior customer service and innovation; store atmosphere; range of stock
relative to size; marketing initiative;
author promotion; and community
involvement. The store was has been
previously nominated on two occasions, bringing home the hardware on
its second go around.
New to the CBA Libris Award ballot is
our own Ted Barris, who has been nominated for Non-fiction Book of the Year
for his book The Great Escape: A
Canadian Story, by members of the
entire book industry including booksellers, publishers and publishers' representatives.
Blue Heron Books owner, Shelley
Macbeth “loves that [the store] got
nominated because that it shows continued support of the entire book
industry.”
The CBA Libris award is the highest
honour a Canadian independent bookstore can receive. For Macbeth, the
nomination is “validation for what we
are doing.” It’s a good sign when those
from “within the industry center you
out and applaud your efforts.”
The store has stepped outside the standard bookselling model and taken a few
“calculated risks”. This nomination and
its inclusion on several 'best bookstore'
lists indicate that the store is on the
right path with its expansion.
But Macbeth reserves most of her
praise for Ted’s nomination.
“Ted deserves this recognition. With
this story he has brought into focus the
largely unknown Canadian component
to one of the most famous stories to
come out of the Second World War.”
The initial success of Barris' latest
offering is because “the story resonates

with people as a result of the enduring
success of the movie” of the same name.
But it is the careful research and eye for
detail presented in a highly readable
fashion that has propelled it on.
While Barris' collected works have
been recognized mostly by military
organizations, this is the first time he has
had “a book recognized for its literary
appeal.” He is “proud that people who
represent a cross-section of the industry
from coast to coast care about this book”
and voted for it.
Barris is equally enamoured with Blue
Heron Books. Uxbridge “is so blessed to

have a bookseller like Shelley Macbeth.”
Her “patience” attending so many of
Barris' events, her exuberance with
respect to books that she believes in, and
her seemingly inexhaustible supply of
ideas are all factors in the success of the
store. The two have established a great
partnership.
“Blue Heron has probably sold more
copies of The Great Escape than any
other bookseller,” says Barris. He is “as
proud of that side of the nomination as
getting a nomination for the book.”
The awards will be given out on June
2, in Toronto.

year-old girl from Calgary, was so
taken with Chippy that she wrote
letters to him, which the store graciously responded to on his behalf.
“Some customers would get right
down on the floor to play with
him,” adds Scott.
Despite his public following,
Chippy was a family dog, and
when he wasn't charming the customers, he would accompany his
family wherever they went,
whether that was to the golf
course, the cottage, or beyond.
“He was very faithful,” comments
Scott. “He would go anywhere;
even travelling to Florida in the
back seat. He had a great sense of
balance and could take a corner
like you wouldn't believe!”
The store is certainly noticing his
passing: “It's very empty in here
without him,” comments Laura
Moser, the design expert at
Rutledge. “He used to sleep in his
bed under my desk every
day…except for at lunch time,”
she laughs. “He may have been

tired, but he never missed a
lunchtime.”
“He was extremely sweet and
friendly,” adds Marissa Kennedy,
another employee of Rutledge who
grew to love him as well.
While his life was certainly full,
Chippy is and will be missed by
many. In memory of Chippy,
Rutledge will be running a
fundraiser for the Scugog animal
shelter to coincide with the launch
of the Pandora store in the shop:
For every cat or dog charm sold
May 23 or 24, $10 will be donated to the new animal shelter.
“We want to give our thanks for
all the condolences expressed for
Chippy,” says Scott.
A quote attributed to Roger A.
Caras states that “Dogs are not our
whole life, but they make our lives
whole.” For all who knew him,
Chippy will assuredly be fondly
remembered in the many lives he
touched during his life-filled years.

