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RUNNING FOR THE DIAMOND - Angela Briscoll and her son Caiden were among hundreds who took to the streets of Uxbridge Sunday in the annual Half Marathon in benefit of the Cottage Hospital. Runners and
walkers weren’t the least bit cowed by the recent events in Boston. For more on that tragedy, see pages 3, 4 and 5.
Photo by John Cavers.
Crocuses, Concession 7

Inside This Week’s Cosmos
Harry stews about Trudeau...

3

The great daughters of the Empire...

6

Uxbridge’s backbone: a new column...

9

Fabulous fiddleheads...

11

Spring is a time for song...

12

by Renee Leahy

2

The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for May

STREET SWEEPING
Street sweeping will be starting in the
upcoming weeks, weather permitting
and will take 6 - 8 weeks to complete.
Please try not to park on the streets
during this time. Please leave the sand
on the road as there will not be any
special pick up of sand left in piles or
in pails. It is acceptable to rake any
sand that has accumulated on the
boulevard into the curb and gutter
prior to the sweeping of the street.
Any areas that are missed due to
parked cars will be redone after all
sweeping is complete.
Below is the schedule for sweeping:
1. S/E corner of town
2. N/E corner of town
3. Rural subdivisions and hamlets
4. N/W corner of town
5. S/W corner of town
6. Town parking lots
(The town portion is divided into 4
areas with the Brock & Main Street
intersection as the centre point.)

ROAD CLOSURE
Our 11th Annual Youth Fishing Day is
scheduled for Saturday April 27th at
Elgin Pond in Uxbridge from 10:00 am to
1:00 pm.
Last year we had over 2,000 participants
and it was a major community event. This is
a completely free event for all participating
youth. Please be advised Main Street will
be closed from Mill Street to Elgin Park
Drive for the event from 7:30 am - 1:00 pm.
The street will be fully
occupied with booths,
families and volunteers.
Residents from Mill Street
to Bell Street may want
too consider moving their
cars to Bell Street or Main
St north of Mill Street if
you require getting out
during this time period.

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

PUBLIC TENDERS
TENDER NO. U13-25

RE-SHINGLE TRAIN STATION ROOF
Monday, May 6th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m. Public Meeting ZBA 2013-04 -1404338 Ontario Inc.,
Owner CJ Kumar, Applicant
7:30 p.m. Public Meeting
- ZBA 2013-03 & SUB 2013-01
1236240 Ontario Limited,
Owner IBI Group, Applicant
Monday, May 13th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, May 15th
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Monday, May 20th
NO MEETING - Victoria Day
Monday, May 27th
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.
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Strip existing roofing materials down to
wood deck and re-roof with 50 year
CertainTeed's Highland Slate architectural
design fiberglass asphalt shingles.
Tender may be picked up at the Municipal
Office, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario. Tenders will be received until
Friday May 10th, 2013 at 2:00 p.m.
TENDER U13-22
TREE PLANTING
Tender forms may be picked up at the
Municipal Office at 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario for tree planting in the
Township of Uxbridge. All trees must be
planted by June 15, 2013.
Tender Closing: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 at
2:00 p.m. local time.

2013 Business Count
coming to
the northern municipalities!
The Regional Municipality of Durham will
soon be conducting its 2013 Durham
Region Business Count. The Business
Count team (recognizable by their navy blue
Region of Durham shirts and photo ID
cards) will be visiting local businesses in
Scugog, Brock and Uxbridge between
approximately May 6 and Aug. 9, to gather
basic information about the type and nature
of the business, the number of employees,
plans for growth, floor space and location.
All information will be grouped together with
other data, for economic analysis and planning purposes, as well as to update the
www.durhambusiness.ca
directory.
Information collected will be kept confidential. For more information, or to complete the
online survey, visit www.durham.ca/businesscount.

Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Lowest or any quote
not necessarily accepted.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Trails Coordinator
Term of Work: This is a part-time, contract
position working approximately 10 hours per
week. Hours are flexible and may include
some evening and occasional weekend work.
Duties: The Trails Coordinator coordinates all
activities related to the Uxbridge Trails program including volunteers, trail maintenance,
grant applications and monitoring,
budget preparation, assistance with
special events, public relations, media
liaison, and administrative support for
the Town Trails Committee.
Qualifications:
• Self starter and able to work both
independently and with groups.
• Strong organizational and time management skills.
• Enthusiastic attitude about Uxbridge
Trails and the outdoors.
• Excellent computer skills including
Word, Powerpoint, Excel and social
media.
• Experience working with the public.
• Previous experience working with
volunteers an asset

DOWNTOWN PARKING
REMINDER
This is a friendly reminder to the residents of Uxbridge Township that Parking
in the Downtown core is limited to 2
hours. Please be advised that any vehicles parking longer than the 2 hours permitted may be ticketed.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact the By-law
Department at the Township of Uxbridge
at 905-852-9181.

UXBRIDGE QUILT
STORIES WANTED!
Is the art of Quilting a part of your family's history?
Uxbridge Historical Centre is holding a
Heritage Quilt Show, 'Quilts on Quaker
Hill', from May 10th to 20th and we would
like to include your family's quilting story
as part of the exhibit.
We would like to know the story of someone in your family who quilted, including
what and why they quilted, and any special memories that go along with the
story. The story could be about your
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, or a local quilting group. Your story
could be about a family quilt and the history behind the fabric and pattern. You
may even have a story about one of the
quilts in the museum collection. These
are all stories that we would like to share
with our visitors.
Stories you submit will be included in the
exhibit for visitors to read along-side the
heritage quilts. Your story can be from a
few sentences, up to a full page, and we
will gladly accept typed or handwritten
submissions.
Send your email submissions to
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca, or
by mail to Uxbridge Historical
Centre, Box 1301, Uxbridge, ON
L9P 1N5. You can also drop your
story off at the Township Office in
an envelope marked Uxbridge
Historical Centre. If possible,
please include a photo of the quilter and/or a quilt they created. The
deadline to submit your story for
inclusion in the exhibit is Monday,
May 6th. Thank you for your help!
For more information you can contact the museum at 905-852-5854.

Please apply with a resume and covering letter describing your experience and qualifications to: Clerk's
Department c/o Debbie Leroux, The
Township of Uxbridge, Re: Trails
Coordinator Position, 51 Toronto St.
South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge,
Ontario, L9P 1T1 or email your application
to
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
Application deadline is Friday May 3,
2013 at 5:00 p.m.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. Please fill out the
Request for Alternate Formats Form at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility
Coordinator at 905-852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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Stemp’s Stew

column by Harry Stemp

Events that happen many, many miles away can
often have an effect on families, some positive and
some negative. One of those was the recent event
that shattered the athletic dreams one experiences
when completing the Boston Marathon. As family and friends near the finish line cheered, not just
their loved ones, but all the participants, a huge

explosion changed the lives of so many. Athletes
who had trained for months, maybe years, to take
part in the race were either killed or crippled for
life. And a wonderful experience turned into a
tragedy that echoed around the world.
In the case of our family we had a close connection, as my grandniece Kirsten Dunne trained
hard and made it to the
finish line. We held our
breaths until we finally
learned to our joy that
she was nearly an hour
ahead of the bomb
tragedy and she was safe.
However, that did not
stop us from following
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
the story and experience a
sick, sick feeling knowing
there were deaths and a
CHILDREN'S SUMMER
large number of serious
PROGRAMS COORDINATOR
injuries. Our hearts and
feelings went out to the
35 hours per week from June 3, 2013 to August 23, 2012
dead and injured. The
Deadline for Application: April 26, 2013
young boy killed while
The student will provide exciting enjoyable, educational programwaiting to jump into his
ming for pre-school children through to Young Adults at both the
father’s arms when he
Uxbridge Public Library and the Zephyr Public Library. She/he will
completed the race broke
coordinate and conduct all children's programming. This includes
my heart. And so sad to
teaching, creation of activities, maintaining materials, maintaining all
see the amazing athletes
records including a budget, marketing and promotion strategy, and
evaluation of the program.
whose bodies were shattered and their lives
Please submit your cover letter and resume to:
changed forever. We felt
Alexandra Hartmann, CEO
for all of them.
Township of Uxbridge Public Library
Kirsten wrote on her
9 Toronto Street South
blog:
April 15th after I
PO Box 279
crossed the finish line and
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1P7
gingerly walked towards
Fax: 905-852-9849
my bag to change and
Email: ahartmann@uxlib.com
meet my Mom and Dad,
everything changed. No
PROJECT ASSISTANT
longer could I complain
LEASKDALE MANSE HISTORIC SITE
about my sore legs or my
emotions about the race
A summer student is needed for June, July and August to work at
the Leaskdale Manse National Historic Site and Historic Leaskdale
as I should have. I feared
Church, both in Leaskdale. Duties include being a receptionist, profor my parents’ safety and
viding guided tours, organizing of office files and assisting the Lucy
finding them in a crowd
Maud Montgomery Society of Ontario with its various summer-time
of thousands, all thinking
projects. Candidate should have completed at least one year of unithe same. Now as I look
versity or college. An interest in literature, history and museums
at my Jacket and know
would be an asset. Interested candidates may leave their resume at
that it is a huge accomthe Reception Desk, Township Office Building, Toronto Street.
Uxbridge. For further information, please contact Kathy Wasylenky
plishment that I am
at 905-852-5284 or Earle Lockerby at 905-852-4538.
proud of, I remember the
victims of the horrific

T H E T OWNSHIP
U XBRIDGE
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event and what their families are going through.
We will run again, but we will always remember.
Messages of shock and horror poured in from
around the world as the internet allows us to do
immediately in this age of high technology.
However, the message that had me scratching my
head came from the newly elected head of the
Liberal Party – the young and inexperienced Justin
Trudeau - as he quickly blamed the bombings on
“feelings of exclusion”. A statement that confused
many right thinking Canadians, me included.
Trudeau told CBC interviewer Peter Mansbridge
“There is no question that this happened because
there is someone who feels completely at war with
innocents, at war with a society. And our approach
has to be ‘OK’, where do those tensions come
from?”
Not sure about you, but when you let that sink
in for a few minutes he is saying a few hours after
the bombs had exploded that he didn’t know who
did this but he knew why. And one had the sick
feeling that he was making excuses for this kind of
behaviour. Next thing you know he will be suggesting a study group be formed and millions of
tax dollars spent on a study that will take a few
years. The results will be published in a monstrous
expensive parliamentary document that only a
handful will bother reading, and we will forget all
about this disaster and move on with life on
Parliament Hill. Conservative ads have been saying that Trudeau is in over his head. After these
remarks perhaps one can be excused for agreeing
with them.
--------------------------And speaking of Parliament Hill I’m sure you didn’t miss the ongoing Mike Duffy comedy coming
out of the Senate last week. You will recall that
Mike stepped up to the trough and saw a way he
could pocket a ton of money if he claimed his personal residence as being on the east coast – rather
than in Ottawa where he has lived and voted for
several years. He may have gotten away with it had
there not been an outcry from members of the
press and some Senators that these payments were
illegal.
Well, public pressure meant Mike saw the handwriting on the wall and decided to finally pay up
and last week he wrote a cheque for just north of
$90,000 and then made an eye-popper of a statement to try and clear his name. “I am a man of my
word”, he said proudly as he reminded anyone
who would listen when he announced he would
pay the taxpayers back. Some word, eh? Wonder if

he would have made this
statement or just continued to cash those ‘residence’ cheques had he
not been caught with his
hand in the cookie jar?
Wonder what happened to his ‘word’ and honour
when he was cashing those nice fat cheques that he
knew he was not entitled to? Well, we will never
know as he also said this is the last time he will discuss the matter. However, there is a plus side as
Duffy’s antics, as well as those of a couple of other
Senators, plays right into the hands of PM Harper
who is a strong supporter of an elected and
accountable Senate. No doubt the majority of
Canadians hopes he can pull it off.
-------------------------Have you seen the progress being made on the
wonderful Splash Pad that will soon be used by a
lot of young people in our community? It is right
beside the arena, and I understand it is getting
very close to being open. This has been a major
undertaking by the Bonner Boys and they couldn’t have pulled it off with a ton of support from
the community.
You can help the members of this energetic club
raise funds to complete the project, by buying a
ticket for the fun ‘Splash Pad Car Draw’ event on
Saturday, June 8. Tickets are going well but I
wanted to remind you to make sure you purchase
your ticket before May 1, as you won’t want to
miss out on the chance to win the early bird draw
and you could win a $2500 cash travel voucher or
a 50” flat screen TV. Undertaking to build a
Splash Pad for the youth of our community was a
major project for the Bonner Boys. They have
appreciated your support in helping put the project over the top. So get your ticket today. They are
available from any club member and also available
at the two Williamson car dealerships on Toronto
Street. See you there.
--------------------------The annual Talent Show performed by members
of the Friends Handicapable Ministry at Trinity
United Church will take place in the church hall
Sunday, May 5. It was a huge success last year and
I know the members of this wonderful community group are hoping it will be even bigger this year.
It gets underway at 3 p.m., and everyone is welcome.

ANNIVERSARY SALES
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, APRIL 27

60 BROCK STREET WEST

25%
OFF
IT ALL!

AND

28
I
25
O %
FF

70 BROCK STREET WEST
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our two cents
Fending off fear
Ever since a friend of mine lost his life in the Air India bombing over a quarter of century ago, I have
been aware of the unpredictable nature of life and death. It never altered my desire to travel, but it certainly shrouded my air time in a cloak of fear. I have never been on a plane in the years since that didn’t begin with a silent prayer and a private shout out to my friend.
It was with a much lighter heart that I set out with my family for March Break last year. The trip, while
it required a passport, did not involve an aircraft of any sort. The weather was extreme in the reverse
to what it was this year. We were in shirt sleeves and light jackets as we boarded the GO Bus into Toronto.
The next morning we hightailed it from our hotel to Union St. where, with luggage in tow, we made our
way to the Maple Leaf train, an Amtrak/Via partnership that runs between Toronto and New York. The
train that we now know lay in the crosshairs of a terrorist plot connived by two foreign nationals that
called Canada home.
The plot, as much as is known at this point, was to detonate a bomb or bombs on the train as it crossed
over the Niagara Falls train bridge. The duality of the attack was to ensure the greatest amount of
human carnage; those saved from the blast would perish as the train plunged into the Niagara River
below.
On our journey into America we went through a modest amount of security. There was no taking off
of one’s shoes or restrictions on liquids; our full size shampoo was not confiscated, nor was my Swiss
Army knife. The trip was uneventful in a good way – the available food was edible, but only just. It
seemed a wonderful, stress-free way to travel. Legs up, seat in a fully reclined position, power outlet at
the ready for a computer or an iPod, we were smitten with this method of transportation in North
America. Our European adventures had always included rail service.
Our return trip from Penn St., after what was agreed was the best March Break trip ever, began with
a smidgen more security than we had experienced in Toronto and a short delay. Many hours later, at the
Niagara Falls, NY station we sensed a change in the air. Our passports were checked and then we, along
with every other passenger on board the train, were asked to gather all our luggage, disembark the
train and meet with customs officers inside the terminal.
It seemed odd at the time. I don’t profess to know if this was the norm in March 2012 for this particular security check point. Perhaps in the shadow of 9-11 there had been a heightened response in the
stop before the bridge. Although it seems unlikely given the station facility was ill equipped for such a
crush of passengers and luggage. What I do know is there was a lot of grumbling about the imposed disembarkation and consequent line up for the border guards; many were rather vocal about the inconvenience.
Since that fateful day in June 1985, I have become less irritated by the inconveniences imposed by
security. I take off my jacket, ask if they need me to remove my shoes, apologize for my ill-chosen metal
belt. I have travelled the twisty tiny roads in County Cork in search of the memorial to the 329 that perished off the coast of Ireland. I have traced the name of my friend and come to terms with the fact that
his final resting place is the cold dark waters of the Atlantic ocean. There are many who feel it is not
only an imposition but an infringement of their rights when they must submit to security measures.
Perhaps it is. But this week a new tape has been added to my “what if” series that has an ongoing
engagement in the studio of my mind. The what ifs surrounding the Air India crash are too numerous;
there are many failures that led to the disaster – there was information that wasn’t acted on. This time
the what ifs have left me in a bit of a fog. It is difficult to consider what might have been if someone
hadn’t come forward to the authorities and if the authorities hadn’t taken action. Was I inconvenienced? Yes. Will changes to security and the proposed anti-terrorism legislation infringe on the rights
of citizens in this country – quite possibly. Is it a slippery slope? The questions are endless, as are the
arguments for and against. I can only say I am grateful to still be here to discuss them.
Shelagh Damus

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
On a bright sunny Tuesday last week
over 125 people arrived at a spring
luncheon in a church hall in Uxbridge
and proceeded to enthusiastically
enjoy their meal and a fashion show
put on by Woods and Woods Fashions
of Brock Street in Uxbridge. The host,
Bethesda Reach Women’s Institute,
was delighted and grateful for the local
support of the community for its main
fundraising event, which enables us to
give to the community in the form of
high school scholarships, tree plantings, workshops, hospital and
Community Care donations and much
more. To our community supporters
and Woods and Woods ,the Women’s
Institute’s sincere thanks.
Barb Rance
Uxbridge
We can't thank the staff and patrons of
King Henry's enough...! On a recent
Friday night, we came to King Henry's
with my mother-in-law and her friend
for dinner. After an enjoyable meal, on
our way out, unfortunately, she missstepped and fell. Immediately, the staff
and several patrons came to assist. An
ambulance was called and she was
transported to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital to be checked out.
Our thanks also go to the Uxbridge
EMS Paramedics for their care and
kindness. We would also like to thank
the staff of the emergency department
at the hospital for their care and concern. We'll be back to King Henry’s,
and thanks again...
Jim & Aileen Moxley
Uxbridge
Early Saturday morning my husband
had some kind of fainting spell or
seizure and I called 911. I was only
able to say I needed an ambulance
before my phone went dead. A few
minutes latter a Durham Regional
Police officer was at my door and
assisted me to get my husband back on
his bed. He called for the ambulance
crew, who arrived just seconds later.
They went to work right away to pre-

pare my husband for a trip to the
emergency centre at Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. I am thankful for our little
hospital and the fine staff who treated
my husband.
I also wish to thank both officers who
came to our home and the paramedics.
In the stress of the situation I never got
names or badge numbers, but without
these four gentlemen I think my husband would not be with me today.
Please sign me: a grateful Uxbridge
resident.
Agnes Neu
Uxbridge
Poodle skirts and bell bottoms. The
Platters and Rush. Pet Rocks, 45s and
saddle shoes. Ahh, do you remember
these? Uxbridge Secondary School has
been serving the community ever since
they opened the doors as UHS at the
original building on First Avenue back
in 1923. Memories can be relived at
their 90th Anniversary Reunion on the
weekend of June 21-23, 2013.
The committee is looking for memorabilia – newsletters, photos, period
items etc. - to help create decade rooms
with atmosphere. If you have items to
loan, please drop them off at the
school or at Brian J. Evans Financial
Services. For more information, see
www.USS90.com.
Julia Ott
Uxbridge
It's roughly one year since the works
department, by order of the Mayor
and Town Councillors, removed some
stop signs in town and built the first
full size roundabout in Durham
Region. Since that time, I have not
heard of any future work to add
roundabouts or remove stop signs.
Wouldn't Uxbridge benefit from
more
roundabouts?
Wouldn't
Uxbridge also benefit from more stop
sign removals?
I personally use the roundabout frequently, and every time I do, I ask
myself why didn't anyone think about
this many years ago. When it comes to

stop signs however, I do not understand why they are not removed much
more frequently from the many small
intersections where they are not necessary.
I remember the story in our local
papers, about a year ago, where Police
told the Mayor and Town Councillors
that stop signs do not save lives. They
said at the town council meeting that
stop signs should never be used for
traffic calming, and that stop signs do
absolutely nothing but cause a lot of
air pollution. When cars have to accelerate from a full stop, fuel is wasted
and the air is polluted. Police and the
Department of Transportation stated
that stop signs create pollution from
brake dust that washes into our
streams and lakes. I remember last
year’s newspaper articles regarding stop
signs, and they read that in order to
have a stop sign on an intersection,
that intersection has to have at least
500 vehicle movements in one hour.
Can anyone in town tell me where we
have an intersection like that?
Hopefully our town officials will get
back to where they left off last year,
and keep the process of removing
unnecessary stop signs going.
Uxbridge is lucky that we still have
good air quality, but our vehicle pollution still effects the entire global community. We simply owe it to our children that we leave them a green planet.
Isn't that worth removing some stop
signs that we now know do nothing for
traffic safety and only cause pollution?
To the best of my knowledge, the
roundabout gets nothing but praise.
The few removed stop signs saved drivers money, and pollution was reduced.
The traffic problems that had been
predicted by the removal of stop signs
never did occur.
I am one of many who support our
Mayor and Town Councillors and
encourage them to continue the
removal of unnecessary stop signs.
Catherine Simpson
Uxbridge
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am I wrong?

the barris beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Please, forgive my cynicism

Memorable municipal moments

I'm not likely to have many readers agree with me on the topic I address this week:
terrorism. At least, terrorism on the continent of North America.
Just over a week ago, I was as appalled as anyone at the carnage wrought on racers and spectators at the Boston
Marathon by the detonation of two hidden bombs near the finish line. The alleged perpetrators have since been linked
to the troubled state of Chechnya, where the large Muslim population has long been at odds with the Russian government. The dispute between the two sides has seen horrific acts of terrorism in the past, most notably hostage-taking
incidents over they years by Chechens at a Russian hospital, a theatre and a school, all of which saw heavy loss of life
among the hostages.
However, unless I have missed something along the way, all Chechen terror strikes have been inside Russia and have
been used in an attempt to back up Chechen independence demands. The bombing of the Boston Marathon just doesn't seem to fit the pattern: there were no hostages, only casualties. And no demands made of the Russian government.
So what were these two men trying to accomplish?
The odd thing, however, is that in the U.S. there has been no immediate rush to restrict civil liberties even more
than they have been since the World Trade Centre horror. As far as I have been able to see, there has been no mass
public outrage against Muslims as a result of the bombing, even though the two men accused of the act are Muslim.
But even odder is the fact that just the opposite is happening in Canada.
Public Safety Minister Vic Toews - (remember when it used to be the Ministry of Justice?) - cited the Boston bombing as enough reason to resuscitate the Combating Terrorism Act, saying police forces need more tools in place to prepare for such an eventuality in Canada. And then, just as though it was a movie, while the House of Commons is debating the bill the RCMP announces it has arrested two men on terrorism charges. The men, one from Markham and one
from Montreal, are alleged to have been planning to somehow attack a VIA passenger train.
As many commentators have pointed out, the timing of the RCMP's announcement was staggering, especially since
they have had the two men under surveillence for at least a year. And guess what! Both are of Middle Eastern origin,
have Middle Eastern names, have long black beards and are Muslim. Unlike their American cousins, many Canadians
posting on forums on various news sites are raging on about immigrants - and Muslims in particular - while forgetting
that most of them are descended from immigrants themselves.
But it's various aspects of the Combating Terrorism Act that bother me most.
Without going into the rarified lingo that only the lawyers who draft such things can truly understand, the bill would
allow police to seize and hold without charge for three days anyone they suspect might be about to commit an act of
terror. Preventative arrest, they call it. Furthermore, the powers that be will be able to force anyone they wish to
appear before an investigative tribunal. And if said persons refuse to answer questions before the tribunal, they can
be jailed for up to a year. If a forced witness keeps answering "I don't know" or some similar response to the questions the tribunal asks, is that person liable to be jailed? It's all rather vague.
The government already has the power to hold suspected terrorists, without charge, for as long as they like, something all right-minded Canadians should oppose. I'm not saying these powers will be abused by police and government, but they could be.
All of this, of course, is to protect Canadians from acts of terror and we should be grateful that the government is
looking out for us. Except for one thing: to the best of my knowledge there have been no acts of terror - at least, as
we understand the term - on Canadian soil since the October crisis in Quebec when Pierre Trudeau was prime minister.
And those rogues were home-grown Quebece separatists.
I saw a survey not that long ago that said about 67 per cent of Canadians worry about terrorist acts. Really? I suggest you are in more danger of being killed in a gang shootout in Toronto than by a terrorist and your chances of
being killed skyrocket every time you get into your car. Yet it seems Canadians are quite willing to give up their Charter
rights and freedoms so that they won't be killed by those nasty terrorists.
If you think these measures won't affect you because you are a decent, law-abiding citizen, think again. Over
1,000 people were arrested during the G20 weekend in Toronto in 2010 and the majority of them were innocent
passersby caught up in the police kettling operations.
It seems to me that if you agree with the Draconian measures in the government's terrorism act, you will agree to
allow the police to search your home for stolen goods or drugs whenever they wish. After all, if you've done nothing
wrong . . .
Tell me, am I wrong?

I guess because they demand the greatest attention on the world stage or occupy
the most broadcast time and newspaper space, we tend to pay closest attention to
national political figures when they speak. When, for example, Sir Wilfrid Laurier said, “The 20th century belongs
to Canada,” or Pierre Elliot Trudeau said, “Just watch me,” we remember the statement and the speaker. We don't
tend to remember, however, what Toronto Mayor Allan Lamport said about the way his city grew and prospered.
“No city ever became great,” he said, “without a subway.”
The occasion, as recorded by author and famous quotation collector John Robert Colombo, was the 40th anniversary of the building of the first leg of the Toronto Transit Commission subway on Yonge Street. It was just a few
years before the three-time mayor of Toronto died at age 96 in 1999. Lamport was one of those rare municipal
figures, who did great things, but also said some pretty strange things. On his watch for example, he helped open
up a very straight-laced city by allowing young people to get out and skate or play ball on Sundays when the Lord's
Day Act had prohibited it for generations. On the other hand, he tried to keep girls out of his old private school,
Upper Canada College, by claiming that early sexual contact between girl and boy students would lead to “degradation.” Then, there was his Yogi Berra-like comment about political opponents.
“If somebody's going to stab me in the back,” he said, “I want to be there.”
Mayors in Canada perhaps say such outrageous things because otherwise they would never find themselves quoted in the press or on radio, TV or online at all. We just lost one of the most colourful former mayors in the history
of Canada. Ralph Klein, who later became premier of Alberta, in 1982, was mayor of Calgary. He never shied away
from speaking his mind. In particular, and quite famously at a meeting of the Calgary Newcomers' Club, Mayor
Klein lamented that 70 per cent of his city's convenience-store thefts and 95 per cent of its bank robberies had been
perpetrated by criminals from outside Alberta; in particular, the mayor blamed Quebeckers.
“Eastern creeps and bums,” Klein called them. However, there's one additional famous quote that apparently has
been incorrectly credited to the former mayor. While most think the line, “Let the Eastern bastards freeze in the
dark,” came from Mayor Klein's mouth during the highly charged days of the National Energy Program, in fact, it
was actually the creation of a clever bumper-sticker promoter. I'm sure, in the years since, former-mayor Klein
never backed down from acknowledging that was how much he hated the NEP and it captured Calgarians' feelings
about decisions made in Ottawa rather pointedly.
And speaking of Ottawa, just down the street from Parliament Hill at Ottawa City Hall once resided one of the
most flamboyant and outspoken mayors in the country's municipal history. Charlotte Whitton was the first female
mayor of a major city in Canada. She served as mayor of the national capital from 1951 to 1956 and again from
1960 to 1964. In addition to wearing some of the most outrageous hats and outfits, however, Whitton stood out
among politicians for what she believed in and the way she expressed those beliefs. While she was recognized as a
social conservative (she did not support the idea of making divorce easier), she spoke out for women's rights in
law, business, labour, society and politics.
“Whatever women do, they must do twice as well as men to be thought of half as good,” she said and added,
“Luckily, this is not difficult.”
Oh, there are lots of other great one-liners from Canadian mayors. How about Montreal Mayor Jean Drapeau
defending his city's investment in the 1976 Olympic Games when he said, “The Montreal Olympics can no more
have a deficit, than a man can have a baby.” It took the city 30 years to pay off the $1 billion debt. Then, there
was another Toronto mayor, Mel Lastman, who claimed, “Too many parents think all they have to do is give birth
and walk away…” This, he said in 1979, just before it was revealed the children of his mistress had faced life
below the poverty line. Then, there was Hazel McCallion's perplexing question in Mississauga City Council back in
2007: “What happens if nothing happens?” she asked.
I pondered that one for a long time. But then I came back to the Toronto Mayor Allan Lamport. On the particular
day in question, he might have been campaigning for the first subway line or what ultimately became the amalgamated municipality known as Metropolitan Toronto. But when he was challenged in council for mistaking amalgamation for growth, he let the opposition have it with both barrels.
“Well, that's a horse of a different garage,” he said.
For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos

6

T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 2 5 t h 2 0 1 3

IODE has served Uxbridge for more than 78 years
women have been working to
improve the quality of life for chilFor more than three quarters of a dren, youth and those in need.
century a group of Uxbridge Through educational programs,
community service and citiARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE zenship initiatives, the Susie
Sorabji Chapter of the
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
Independent Order of the
We are ready to assist you.
Daughters of the Empire
Specializing in
(IODE) have put into pracVolkswagen
tice the group's motto,
Audi
“Service Before Self ”.
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
IODE Canada is a national
Porsche
women's charitable organizaEuropean & Asian
tion that was founded in
Rick Callaghan
1900. Margaret Poulson
UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
Murray was the driving force
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
behind the organization. She
Available
sent telegrams to the mayors
of all of Canada's major
138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville
cities, encouraging them to
905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
enlist the support and ener-

by Nancy Melcher

www.410auto.ca

gies of prominent women in their
communities, to promote patriotism and service to others. Their
initial focus was to support
Canadian troops being deployed
with other Commonwealth forces
to fight in the Boer War in South
Africa.
The first chapter was formed in
Fredericton, New Brunswick.
Other groups followed in quick
succession across the country. The
Uxbridge chapter was formed in
1934, and takes its name from the
renowned educator from India
who was an acquaintance of a
local IODE official, Mrs.
Margaret Ormistan. Members
come from all age groups and all
walks of life and educational backgrounds. Their common goal is to
improve the quality of life of individuals in their community.
Locally, the IODE has many
worthwhile projects. They sponsor
awards in local schools and provide supplies at women's shelters
as well as layettes for a pregnancy
centre. The group gave funds for
the initial construction and recent
renovations to the cenotaph. They
sponsor
a
wreath
on
Remembrance Day and pay for
the flowers at the cenotaph.
They've made special donations to
Precious Minds and the Uxbridge
Youth Centre. Every time a guest
speaks at a meeting the IODE
donates a book to the Library in
honour of that guest.
The IODE gives local elementary
schools a gift certificate for Blue
Heron Books in honour of their
graduating class. They also provide two high school awards for
grade 12 students: one for the outstanding student in university
English, and the other for the
highest combined average in all
three mathematics courses.
In addition, they sponsor a class
at a school in northern Labrador,
sending art supplies, school supplies and funds for necessary items
as well as special “year end” celebrations. Farther afield, they
recently provided baby clothes
and sewing materials for a home

for disadvantaged young girls in
Uganda, allowing them to get
skills training towards a livelihood
for the girls. For their 75th
anniversary they made up 98
“Fresh Start” baskets that were
delivered to women's shelters.
Over the past years the chapter
has supported programs benefitting Uxbridge Cottage Hospital.
They also contributed to the
Uxbridge Public Library renovation and the restoration of the
Music Hall. They were sponsors of
the Second Ice Pad at the arena.

They've also been involved in
many national and provincial initiatives and projects.
They meet on the first
Wednesday of the month, usually
in the home of a member. There
are no meetings in July and
August. Any women interested in
becoming members, or wishing
further information, should contact Eileen at 905-852-6890.

• Custom Decks & Fences
• Bobcat Services
Serving Durham Region for 28 years
905.428.0034
Visit our website at www.ontariodeck.com

WELCOME BACK GOLFERS - FOXBRIDGE

IS OPEN!
Memberships Available - Book Your Tournaments Now
Scrambles New Hours:
Sun - Mon 7 am - 3 pm, Tues to Sat 7 am - 9 pm
Mother's Day Buffet $10.95

905-852-7962
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Artists offer spring show

The Artists of Uxbridge
Annual Art Show and Sale
will be held at the Blue Heron
Studio, May 4 & 5th - 10am
- 4pm. The Show typically
displays more than a hundred
pieces of artwork from 23 of
our members. The variety in
style, subject and size of the
artwork reflects the diverse
interests of the artists. You
will find artwork in watercolour, acrylic, and oil as well
$500 REWARD FOR SAFE RETURN

as wonderful pencil and charcoal
drawings.
Members of the
Artists of Uxbridge
provide Art for
Elders
twice
monthly at both
Community Care
and
Reachview
care facilities. This
program has been
in place since June
2012.
Patrons
from these care
facilities
are given
art materials
and
guidance
with terrific results achieved.
Work produced by
Christopher
Chapman and Art
Colucci will be on display at our show.
Artists of Uxbridge is
a local art group
established in 2005
with the intention of
bringing
artists
together. The group
meets weekly to draw

and paint, share presentations
and demonstrations, and participate in various workshops.
A formal committee is in
place to plan each month's
activities and demonstrations.
Since its beginning, the group
has grown to 23 members.
Join us at Artists of Uxbridge
7th Annual Art Show and
Sale at the Blue Heron
Studio. Admission is free and
light refreshments will be
available.

Celebrate Mother’s Day early at the
Lake Scugog

COOPER - GERMAN
SHORT HAIRED POINTER
5 year old neutered male, Brown
with white/grey chest.
Medium sized aprox 65-70 lbs
last seen wearing a blue collar and
is microchipped
Missing since noon Sat., April 13
from Old Stouffville Road, Uxbridge.
If you have information on Cooper,
contact Lori at 905-852-6529.

The Swans
of Elgin
Pond
Photos by
John
Cavers

spring
studio
tour2013
Saturday May 4 • Sunday May 5 • 10 am to 5 pm
28 juried artists
and artisans invite
the public to a
self-guided tour

Brochures (with map) will be
available at most Port Perry
businesses & public venues
Info: 905-985-3295

FREE ADMISSION

www.scugogstudiotour.ca
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Apr. 25 Soup Lunch 11 am - 1 pm for
homemade soup, bread, dessert and beverage - all
for just $3. Bottomless bowl for $5!! Fun and friendship free. Goodwood United Church.
Sat, Apr. 27, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail, 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike or snowshoe.
Meet at the entrance on the west side of Uxbridge
6th concession, 1.5 km south of Durham Road 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161.
Sat., Apr. 27 Huck Finn Youth Fishing Day
Elgin Pond, 9:30-1. All young anglers welcome.
Sat., Apr. 27 Bowl for Kids’ Sake 11 a.m.
Parish Lanes. In benefit of Big Brothers & Big Sisters.
Contact the alley to register.
Sun., Apr. 28 John Newell Art Show 11-5.
High Fields Country Inn, 11568 Concession 3,
south of Zephyr.

NEXT WEEK
May 2-4 Uxperience: Let the Games Begin!
Annual musical varietry show at the Music Hall. For
box office details, see page 6.
Fri., May 3 Fridays at the Foster Richard
Elliott, Guitar 7:30-8:30 p.m., Foster Memorial.
Admission by donation.
Fri, May 3, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Walker Woods. 10+km; Fast

pace and hilly. No dogs please. Meet at parking
area on the east side of Conc. 6, 2km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.
Sat, May 4, 7:00 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs, Moderate pace. No dogs please. Meet at
trail entrance, west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-4772161.
Sat., May 4 5th Annual Flag of Love Day
Concert 7:00 PM. Zephyr Community Centre.
Free concert with donations accepted for the new
Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter. Performers:
Quaker EarthQuakes, Poor Tom, The McLaughlins,
Casey Spencer, Zac Therrien, Brian Larter. Contact
Mary Dube 905-473-9523.
Sat., May 4 Opening of O’Neil Trail 10:00
a.m., rain or shine. Parking available in the
Kennedy soccer field parking lot. The O'Neil Trail
begins with a journey around the treed edge of the
recreation area, then heads into a scenic wooded
area that leads to an idyllic view of Uxbridge
Brook.
Sat., May 4 28th Annual Canoe River Run
On Pefferlaw Brook, sponsored by Udora/Leaskdale
Lions. Registration 8 a.m. Pledges to Sick Kids
Hospital. Info at 905-862-0040.
Sat., May 4 Gimme Shelter Gala In aid of
new animal shelter. For details, see poster page 7.
May 4-5 Artists of Uxbridge Art Show and
Sale 10-4 Blue Heron Studio. For more, see page
7.

Tiger Talk
Tigers in the Spotlight
…Cutting Loose
by Connor Lamoureux
Tigers are everywhere. Don’t take
this literally, there is not a tiger in
your backyard, or in your neighbors’ pool… don’t worry. What I
mean is that USS Tigers are
involved in so much that they
seem to basically be everywhere.
They dominate playing fields,
pools, courts, gymnasiums, you
name it and at least a small handful of tigers will be involved in it.
Among countless places, another
habitat where these tigers thrive is
on the stage. The bright glow of
theatre lights and the magical
sense of performing seem to grasp
hold of tigers time and time again.
It’s also noticed that their talents
can’t be confined within the walls
of USS and that they overtake the

local Music Hall with sheer, tigerstyle fashion.
When you hear the word
“Footloose” what do you think of?
If you’re an old(er) person reading
this you’re probably having major
flashbacks of legwarmers, bright
mismatched colours and perms. If
you’re a teenager, young adult or
anything else, then you probably
think of the groovy song and of
busting moves on the dance floor.
If you’re above average intelligence, then you might even think
of the hit musical called Footloose.
For those of you who are thinking “Foot what?” or “what the
heck
are
perms?”
don’t
fret…you’re in good hands.
Footloose is not only a famous top
chart movie from 1984 starring
Kevin Bacon (ladies will know
who he is) but it was also remade
in 2011 and also was an instant hit
with today’s generations. This
high energy story doesn’t stop here
as it’s also a Broadway musical
production. So, yes now you’re
probably very interested, you
might go rent the movie or watch
it on Netflix. But you’re also probably wondering why I’m telling
you about all this.
Well, without further ado, I’d
like to warn you to be prepared to
be blown away. Footloose the
musical (stockpiled with USS
tigers) will be overtaking our town
and explodes onto the stage at the
end of May!
Before we go any further I’ll give
you a little synopsis of what this
show is all about. You can try to
resist the urge to get out of your

May 4-5 Goodwood Girls Yard Sale 7th
annual Yard Sale & BBQ for the cure @ 8:00 am at
the Goodwood Lion's Hall on Front St. north of Hwy.
47. Please contact Colleen White @905-649-2869
for further information, or if you have any items you
would like to donate.
Sun, May 5, 10:00 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Secord Forest. 10.5 km,
2.5hrs, moderate pace loop hike. Bring lunch and
drinks. Meet at roadside parking, Brock Rd. and
Albright Rd. Contact: Grace 905-263-4340.
Sun., May 5 Music Fest 10-11 at Reachview
Gardens. We welcome all ages and all talents, be it
singing, playing an instrument, dancing or storytelling; and our audience is very appreciative! For
more info please call jo at 905-852-6487.
Sun., May 5 Monday Morning Singers
Spring Concert: Airs and Arias, Duos and
Divas: with guests, soprano Sasha Liebich-Tait
and bass baritone Jonathan Liebich. St. Paul's
Anglican Church. 3:00 p.m. Tickets $15.00 at
Presents, Presents or at the door. Children free.
www.mmsingers.org (905) 852-3693.

UPCOMING
Wed., May 8, the Churches of Uxbridge are sponsoring the Third Annual Prayer Breakfast.
Mill Run Golf Club, 7:00 – 9:00 am. We are privileged to have Dr. Jane Philpott, Founder of ‘Give a
Day to World AIDS’, as our Key Note Speaker this
year.
Wed., May 8, 7pm. History of Freemasonry
lecture and tour at the Uxbridge Masonic Lodge, 26
Spruce Street, sponsored by the Uxbridge-Scott
Historical Society and Uxbridge Zeredatha Masons’
Lodge. There will be several guest speakers includ-

chair and start showing off your
dance moves; however I’m warning you it will be a tough task.
Footloose is an inspiring, realistic
tale of teenage rebellion and
repression. When teenager, Ren
McCormack and his mom move
from big city Chicago to a small
town in the middle of nowhere
called Bomont he’s in for a big
case of culture shock. Despite his
efforts to fit in, street wise Ren
can’t seem to believe he’s living in
a place where rock music and
dancing are illegal. A Biblethumping minister is the cause of
this law and when his daughter
sets her heart on Ren things spin
out of control. Ren and his classmates want to do away with this
ordinance, especially since the
senior prom is around the corner,
but only Ren has the courage to
initiate a battle to abolish the outmoded ban and revitalize the spirit of the repressed townspeople.
Uxbridge Youth Theatre has been
hard at work for about the past
three months preparing to have
this fast paced drama stageworthy
for next month. If you were to
attend one of the many long
rehearsals, it would be quickly
realized that this show is like no
other. Picture the classic theatre
choreography you have witnessed
countless times. Now add some
spunk, vigorous athletic movements and creative dance numbers
and you’ve got Footloose. It’s not
your regular musical… it’s what
can be called a dance musical and
is choreographed by USS alumni
and dancing legend Tanner Ferris.
After speaking to various cast
members it was evident that the
excitement of pushing boundaries
of the musical theatre dancing

T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 2 5 t h
ing Uxbridge historian Allan McGillivray. All are
welcome to attend. Light refreshments.
Fri, May 10, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Walker Woods. 10+km,
2+hrs; Fast pace and hilly. No dogs please. Meet at
parking area on the east side of Conc. 6, 2km south
of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.
Fri., May 10 Fridays at the Foster Bryon
Rason, Guitar 7:30-8:30 p.m., Foster Memorial.
Admission by donation.
May 10-12 and 17-20, 10am to 4pm, Quilts
on Quaker Hill, Heritage Quilt Show at the
Uxbridge Historical Centre. Over 30 heritage quilts
from the museum collection on display. 7239
Concession Rd. 6, just north of Brock Street., $5 for
adults, children under 12 free.
Sat, May 11, 7:00 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs, Moderate pace. No dogs please. Meet at
trail entrance, west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-4772161.
Sat.,
May
11
An
Afternoon
of
Rememberance and Suicide Prevention in
Elgin Park from 1 - 4pm. Sponsored by Uxbridge
Youth Centre.
Sat., May 11 One Voice Here’s to Song!
Concert 3:00 – 4:30pm. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church. Tickets: $20 at the door, $18 in advance at
Presents, Presents, Presents or from choir members.
The concert includes a tribute to the Beatles. Music
Director - Charles White, Accompanist - Debra
Thompson.

world was overwhelming. “I feel
like we’re doing things we never
thought we could” and “we’re
pushing our limits in a creative,
intense way” were just some of the
positive feedback towards the
dancing. Tanner says “that he
loves working with such an energetic cast and he’s very thrilled to
have such a great opportunity.”
Footloose is packed with electrifying dance routines, guaranteed to
get you on your feet. Literally, I
expect to see people busting

2013

ONGOING
DRUMMING: "Ladybeat"
Women's
Community Drum Circle, welcomes beginner
and experienced drummers. Drums available if you
don't have your own. Monday evenings 8 till 9.
Spring Session: March 25 to April 29. For info
and registration, contact Anne Webb, lwccmissions@hotmail.com
The Uxbridge Ladies Slo-pitch League will be
playing on Thursday evenings. We are welcoming
new players, if interested please email uxbridgeladiesslopitch@gmail.com
Looking to start a fun, pick up Ultimate Frisbee
League this summer. No experience necessar. All
interested please email waglerette@gmail.com
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those requiring assistance.
All donations are always appreciated. Current needs
include: Instant Coffee, Tea, Ketchup, Peanut Butter,
Tuna/Hamburger Helper, Canned Fruit, Toothpaste,
Soap, Shampoo. Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations may be dropped in
the Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good spring and summer
clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

moves in the aisles during the
show.
The show opens on Thursday
May 23 and runs its course for the
next two weekends. So, if you’ve
witnessed USS tigers in action
before, you know that they are
continually victorious in all that
they do. It is without a doubt that
Footloose is no exception and will
blow Uxbridge right off its tractor.
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The same people are found at most of
the events doing whatever it takes to
get it ready. You will find Jim, Joel,
Bev, Steve, Kevin, Pat and a score of
other familiar faces working hard and
having a good time.
When we moved to Uxbridge, our
new neighbors clearly stated that we
could stay at home, do nothing in
town and no one will bother us. Or we
could get involved in the many activities, meet new people from different
walks of life that you probably will not
meet any other way, and make the
town yours.
In other words, have a positive effect
on the community you call home.
Without these people the quantity and
quality of our special events will
change. We are already seeing this in
small ways now. Without these events
Uxbridge becomes another ghost town
with little to do or take your kids to.
We chose the second path. We have
been members of the Uxbridge
Horseman's
Association,
The
Uxbridge Agricultural Society (Fall
Fair), Canada Day Committee, Trails
of the Valley Committee and helped
out with the R.C.M.P. Musical ride

and other activities. Our sons are now
involved as well.
When I joined these groups, I had no
idea what I was getting into. So what,
the experienced folk around me
showed me what to do. There is
absolutely no glamour in doing
garbage or following horses in the
Santa Clause parade, but there can be
a lot of fun if you make it so. I know, I
have done it all.
The only disadvantage so far is my
shopping trips take way too long. No
matter what store I enter, I bump into
fellow volunteers and start talking. You
know you are in trouble when one of
them leans against the shelves. This
conversation is going to be a long one.
At the February 20th Volunteer Fair a
suggestion was made by another busy
volunteer. We need a group of willing
volunteers to link together and just
show up before and after the events in
town to just set up and tear down. No
strings attached, no meetings, “just get
it done”. How about it folks?
Dave Dickie

the property. Currently, only 10 per
cent is allowed for outside storage.
The company would also construct
by Roger Varley
an office/warehousing building.
Notes from the April 22
The agent said a high berm already
constructed on the south and east
Council meeting
ends of the property would hide the
storage area from the sight of passing
Jobs coming to Uxbridge?
Back-to-back public meetings held dur- motorists.
Ms. Baldwin said the company, which
ing Monday night's council session
brought forward the promise of more handles steel and plastic pipes, could
possibly hire as many as 15 people for
jobs for Uxbridge in the near future.
The first meeting concerned Summit the location.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger said
Forming, a company currently based in
Vaughan, which wants to build an office he was concerned by KTI's 35-per-cent
and manufacturing facility, with open storage request but Mayor Gerri Lynn
outside storage at the Uxbridge industri- O'Connor opined that she could not see
the outdoor storage being an issue.
al park just west of Goodwood.
Planning committee chair Councillor
The company, which is involved in
concrete forming, presently has about 60 Gordon Highet allowed seven days for
employees but the company said that comment by anyone concerned.
could increase to about 100 if the enter- Cenotaph donors recognized: Prior to the
prise moves to Uxbridge. The company's beginning of the council session, a large
agent said no site plan has been tendered number of donors to the cenotaph
yet because Summit first wants council restoration project were honoured with
to approve a zoning amendment for the framed photographs of the renewed
2.5-acre site to allow for the outside stor- plaza.
As Councillor Pat Mikuse called their
age.
That was similar to the presentation names one by one, the donors in attenmade by Angela Baldwin, an agent repre- dance stepped forward to receive their
senting KTI Ltd. of Aurora in the second gifts from Mayor O'Connor and then
meeting. Ms. Baldwin said her client were greeted by all members of council.
Before the gifts were handed out, Mr.
wants a zoning amendment on the 10.5
acres KTI is interested in purchasing at Ballinger gave a brief history of the cenothe same industrial park to allow for taph. He pointed out that before 1920
open outdoor storage on 35 per cent of there was nothing in the small area
beside the library. In
September of that year, a
German Howitzer cannon arrived at the railway
station - a gift from the
Canadian government and was placed beside the
library where today's
monument stands.
In 1931, the IODE and
the wife of Col. Sam
Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Sharp, the commander of
Renovations & Additions
Uxbridge's
116th
Battalion, decided to
Specializing in Carpentry
install a cenotaph and
Get it in Writing from Chris!
received $500 from the
905-862-0040
council of the day. The
cbfoursquare@aol.com
IODE raised the rest and
after the cenotaph was
built, the cannon was
moved to the Elgin Pond
parkette.

When it was decided to restore the
cenotaph last year, the Canadian government contributed $25,000. However,
the work cost $75,000 and donations
were received to cover the balance.
Mayor O'Connor offered "a huge
thank you" to the donors and said their
generosity was reflective of the large
numbers of residents who gather at the
Uxbridge cenotaph every year for
Remembrance Day. She said Uxbridge's
Remembrance Day turnouts are larger
than in most municipalities the size of
Uxbridge.

The Backbone of Uxbridge
by Bev Northeast
The volunteers of our community are the
reason we have sports, culture, historical
buildings, service clubs, children and
youth clubs, skate park, splash pad, the
Fair, a tourist train, and many other functions and attractions in our township.
Chris Wilson, who is one of our dedicated volunteers, made a comment to me
which made all the sense in the world:
“The reason people move to Uxbridge is
because it is safe, small town, friendly and
with lots of programs, sports, culture, &
the trail capital of Canada to keep every-

one busy.”
Well, the reason we have all of these programs to offer is because of the many dedicated volunteers in this community who
want their community to remain, safe and
friendly and with many programs to offer.
Every month this column will print a volunteer's firsthand account of why they give
back to their community.
So if you know a dedicated volunteer,
and I am sure everyone does, then please
ask them to send me a letter of who they
are, where they volunteer and how long
they have been giving of their time and
anything else they feel would encourage
others to come out. We are not picking a

NOTICE OF PESTICIDE USE
Between May and October, 2013, the Regional Municipality of
Durham and the Ontario Ministry of Transportation will be
conducting larviciding programs, under the authority of Durham
Region's Medical Officer of Health, to control larval mosquitoes
in order to prevent their development into vectors of West Nile
virus.
The pellet and/or briquet formulation of the larvicide
Methoprene (Altosid - Registration No. 21809 and No. 27694
under the Pest Control Products Act, Canada) or the water
soluble pouch formulation of the larvicide Bacillus sphaericus
(VectoLex WSP - Registration No. 28009 under the Pest
Control Products Act, Canada) will be placed into catch basins
of storm drains in areas across the Regional Municipality of
Durham.
The liquid and granular formulation of the larvicide Bacillus
thuringiensis subspecies israelensis (Vectobac 1200L Registration No. 21062 and Vectobac 200G - Registration
No.18158, 19466 under the Pest Control Products Act,
Canada) will be placed in temporary pools of standing water,
ditches and storm water retention ponds in areas throughout
the Regional Municipality of Durham.
The granular formulation of the larvicide Bacillus sphaericus
(VectoLex CG - Registration No. 28008 under the Pest Control
Products Act, Canada) may be placed in sewage lagoons in
areas across the Regional Municipality of Durham.
All larvicides will be applied by Ontario Ministry of the
Environment licensed applicators or trained technicians.
For more information on the locations and dates of treatment
on:
Regional and Municipal property:
Contact the Durham Region Health Department at
1-888-777-9613 or visit durham.ca
for additional information about West Nile virus

DURHAM
REGION

Ontario Ministry of Transportation property:
Contact Ontario Ministry of Transportation at
1-416-235-5462 (collect calls accepted)
or email westnileinfo@ontario.ca
for additional information

HEALTH
DEPARTMENT

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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winner; how do you pick a winner from a
winning group such as Volunteers?
We want to highlight the many different
volunteers within our community to
encourage the new residents to join us in
our volunteering experience. And hopefully this column will give others the information of where they want to volunteer
and also encourage our young people to
join us as well.
Our Volunteers have helped shape the
Uxbridge we all enjoy today.
Our first letter is from one of our longtime volunteers - Dave Dickie.

When my wife and I uprooted our
lives in Scarborough and re-rooted in
Uxbridge over 30 years ago, the town
was a different place. Over the years
the township population has doubled,
the number of traffic lights has tripled,
the stores decided to open on Monday
and the critical cultural events have
increased in size and number. What
has declined is the number of townsfolk that show to help at these events.

TOWN HALL

Four Square
Construction
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
GO GREEN
GO ANTIQUES
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

WE’RE

#1
INVESTMENT..
YOUR

Give me a call - No job too small

9269 3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

stanski@sympatico.ca

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

PHILLIPS
& SONS
PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
416-995-9544
phillipsryan463@gmail.com

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

BIG OR SMALL WE PAINT THEM ALL!
FOR A QUOTE, CALL MIKE
AT

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

905 852 1836.

Classified
Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves,
batteries, propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs, computers,
plumbing fixture, pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm
machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean
out sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844.
5/30
Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“You, Lord, are true to
your name, and you lead
me along the right
paths.” - Psalms 23:3
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom Decks and
Yard Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences
& Gates. Home Improvements & Renovations. Specializing in
Custom Designed Solutions. Call Steve at Northwood Home
Services ... 905-852-1750. 4/25
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and overnight care,
your house or ours, no crates or kennels, reasonable rates,
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454. 4/25
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by retired science department head. 31 years teaching experience. Call
David at 905-862-2812. 5/9
CANNINGTON DENTAL is pleased to announce Amanda
Bolle, registered denturist has joined the team. Please call
705-432-2322 for an appointment. 5/9
K9’S IN KAHOOTS – Start your puppy off on the right
paw! Puppy Starter Classes for puppies 10-18 weeks,
Monday evenings @ 7pm. Beginner Obedience – 5
months & older, Monday evenings @ 8pm. Intro to Agility
for Fun!! Starts Thursday, May 30th @ 7pm. Private inhome training also available. Please call for more details.
Call or email now to reserve a spot or for more information.
info@k9sinkahoots.com , 6389 Main Street, Stouffville,
(905) 642-8289, www.k9sinkahoots.com 5/30
YOUR HANDYMAN!: Plumbing installation & repair, carpentry, drywall repairs, celing, stucco, vinyl flooring, ceramic, window installation & caulking, painting interior/exterior,
small electric repair. 905-852-1424. 5/16
YOUNG ATHLETES: Structured, innovative and fun golf

coaching programs are available in Uxbridge - New, comprehensive, programs for 2013 designed for boys and girls
aged 10-14yrs who are looking to develop skills in golf.
Contact Jon Roy to discuss: 416-735-9313 jonroygolf@outlook.com 4/25
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca Your local Uxbridge professional. OAHI registered. Pre-purchase, pre-list, commercial
and residential inspections. We do it right. 416-567-4282.
4/25
PSW AVAILABLE for private care, honest, caring, compassionate and flexible email russ_1031@yahoo.ca or call
(647)2997885. 5/2
LIVE OUT NANNY available in July. Trained in first aid
and basic life support, elderly and child care, nutrition.
Please call 416-876-5147. 5/2
CLEANSWEEP CLEANING Residential / Commercial, Free
Estimates, 10% off seniors, Bonded/Reliable, Wkly / Biwkly
/ Mthly. (905)473-1907/(905)960-0523. 5/2
RELIABLE MATURE DUTCH CLEANING LADY with eye
for detail, seeking clients in Uxbridge area. No job too
tedious. Weekly, bi-weekly, or full spring cleaning. Excellent
references on request. $22.50/hr. I take pride in my work!
905-852-5403. 4/25

For Sale
CIVIL WAR BOOKS: Extensive collection of books on
American Civil War. Must see. Make me an offer. 905-8521900. 4/25
ARMOIRE: Solid oak, honey colour, like new, 38" w x 76"h
x 21" deep . $ 300. BAKER'S RACK - pewter, 5 shelves,
foldable $ 80. GROWING LIGHTS "FLORALIGHT" excellent
condition, 3 tiers, white, 6 removable trays, washable, $
200. CHILDREN'S TABLE AND CHAIRS set, table
30x24x23"H plus 4 chairs. Solid Oak, $180. 905-8526538. 4/25
KENMORE WASHER & DRYER: Good working condition, $100. 905-852-3284. 5/2

Wanted
For Rent
BE YOUR OWN BOSS only $10.
AVON, call Linda
905 557 0070. lindadh@rogers.com 5/30
HELP WANTED: Retail sales, apply in person to Patterson
Flooring, 185 Main St. N. 905-862-0001. 4/25
FISHER-PRICE SMART CYCLE for our Kindergarten classroom.
Please contact Mrs. Warriner's class
warriner_erin@durham.edu.on.ca 4/25
BABYSITTER WANTED: ECE preferred for July / Aug.
Hours 9-6 M-F. Must have a car, like outdoors, animals. 416505-9964. 4/25
SENIOR LAPS FOR LOVING SENIOR CATS: Reduced
rates for seniors, all cats healthy, vaccinated and neutered,
contact Nicola # 416 989 7005. 4/25
ARE YOU MOVING SOON? We would love to pick up
your boxes after your move, in or not too far from Uxbridge,
as we are moving in July. Please let us know when your

ONE BEDROOM APT. large bright on quiet street in town,
900.00 inclusive, no pets/smoking June 1. 905-862-3267
416-452-9585. 5/9
Events
YARD SALE – Saturday, April 27 8 am – 1 pm. Two families at 16 and 20 Reach St.. Uxbridge. 4/25

HAPPY TRAILS
HAPPY TAILS

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

move is and we will be happy to come and get them, and
save you the effort of cutting them down for the blue bin!
Anita (905)862-3479 shelterscanada@gmail.com 5/2
LOOKING FOR THREE BEDROOM HOUSE to rent in
Uxbridge with garage. We are a family of four, non smokers,
responsible and very clean. Summer occupancy. Please call
or text 905-490-0408. 4/25
HAIRDRESSER WANTED: Licenced, experienced, established clientele. 647-233-2586. 5/9

Lawn Season is Here!
• Cutting and trimming
• Gardening
• Minor landscaping
• Shrub and hedge trimming
• Fully insured, references on request

Reliable work
at an affordable price!
Call Dave at 647-230-1695

Dog Walking
and Home Care
for Your Pets
With a Personal Touch
Walks and Home Visits
To book a consultation
please visit
www.happytrailshappytails.ca
or call

905 862-0522

11

The Uxbridge Cosmos

The Nature Nut
with Nancy Melcher
Fabulous food - fiddlehead ferns!
Amusing alliteration aside, early May is the time
to look for a delectable treat in nearby forests
and stream banks. Emerging from winter's grip,
young leaves of the ostrich fern (Matteuccia
struthiopteris) look like the carved end of a violin's handle, hence their name. They are covered
with a brown, papery skin that provides protection from frost. As they stretch upwards they
slowly unfurl into graceful fronds that can reach
over one metre in length, that look like an
ostrich feather.
Ostrich ferns grow wild in open woodlands,
near marshes, and along stream banks in southern Ontario, Quebec, the Maritime provinces
and parts of British Columbia. Fiddleheads are a
well-known food source of Canada's First
Nations people. Patches are often closely-guarded family secrets! Your Nature Nut has a few
import a n t
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
guideOF MAKING MUSIC
lines to
IN

UXBRIDGE!
Join

KATHY NORMANDEAU
On Saturday, April 27
From 2-4 pm

follow if you want to sample some of these spring
tidbits.
Be sure you are picking
ostrich ferns. There are several different species of
ferns that grow in and around Uxbridge. Not all
fiddleheads are safe to eat: bracken ferns
(Pteridium genus) are carcinogenic. If you're not
certain, it's better to do your harvesting at the
grocery store for the short time they're available.
When picking in the wild, don't take more than
one third of the fiddleheads from any one plant.
Tempting as these tasty morsels are, it's vital to
leave enough fronds to keep the plant healthy
throughout the year. Pick just the leaves that are
tightly curled and less than 10 cm tall - older
stems are tough and have a bitter taste.
There's a short window in mid-spring when
this yummy vegetable is available. Harvest with
care, and bring home enough for one or two
meals. To prepare your fiddleheads, first pick off
as much of the brown skin as possible. Rinse
them carefully in several changes of water. This
will remove grit and what Agriculture Canada
scientist Dr. John DeLong describes as “microflora and -fauna... caught and held in the vegetable's tightly curled fronds” - in other words,
bacteria, germs and bugs.
Cook them thoroughly - for at least 15 minutes
in boiling water, or by steaming for 10-12 min-
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utes. Discard the bitter brown cooking water.
Add a slice of butter, a squeeze of lemon juice,
and enjoy. Their taste is similar to spinach or
asparagus. Once cooked, they can also be added
to omelettes, salads, pasta or quiches.
Health Canada reports a number of cases of illness as a result of eating raw or undercooked fiddleheads. Symptoms, typical of food poisoning,
include diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, abdominal
cramps, and headaches. These may clear in 24
hours, but could last up to three days. The toxin
in undercooked fiddleheads has not been identified.
When properly prepared, fiddleheads can be a
delicious source of dietary fibre, vitamins A and
C, niacin, potassium, phosphorus, iron and
magnesium. In addition, they also contain
omega-3 fatty acids.
"Nutritionally, the fiddlehead is similar to
spinach, which we know as being a 'good for
you' vegetable," explains Dr. DeLong. He details
the health benefits of this spring delicacy.
"Unlike spinach,
fiddleheads contain this EPA
omega-3 fatty acid,
as well as high concentrations
of
antioxidants. Both
omega-3
fatty
acids and antioxi-

CLIP THIS - PUT IT ON YOUR FRIDGE!

dants have been
shown to have
anti-inflammatory properties,
which
could
make them very
useful in the
treatment and
prevention of
many diseases.
The fiddlehead's total antioxidant activity is
twice that of blueberries.”
Fiddleheads should be enjoyed for the short
time they are available. One of your Nature
Nut's favourite meals is pan-fried fresh trout,
fiddleheads and wild rice. It's a fabulous feast for
the eyes (delicious too). Finish off with KD
vanilla ice cream slathered in maple syrup, and
you have the perfect Canadian Spring Feast, fit
for your family and favourite friends.

Jewellery
Sale
Saturday
May 4th

10am - 2pm

Chances Are

A drop in event at

SACRED HEART PARISH

Upstairs
20 Bascom Street
(Across from the Firehall)

70 Toronto St N, Uxbridge
(in the Church Hall
off Maple St )
Enjoy musical performances by
her students, friends,
guests and Kathy.
Refreshments, cake and a
chance to play a unique 9 foot
concert grand piano.
Bring your questions about
pianos/keyboards.
Thank you for your support!

Sale also includes purses
and other
accessories

CARPET CARE

Quality Carpet Care & Upholstery Steam Cleaning

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for uxperience at the Music Hall. Last week’s
viewpoint (bottom photo) is the sign at the new
Perfect Scoop. It was guessed by Kellie Matchett of
Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to the upper photo
next week. Photos by Renee Leahy.

905-852-7322

FRIDAYS AT THE FOSTER
CONCERT SERIES

With this ad, save 25% on carpet work!

IT’S PROM TIME
FLOWER SHOP!

Friday Evenings 7:30-8:30 P.M.
Admission:
Donation at the Door
May 3 Richard Elliot - Guitar
May 10 Bryon Rason -Guitar
May 17 Mike Thompson Guitar
May 24 Pineridge Chorus
Barbershop & Nancy Hall Vocals/Guitar
May 31 Tommy Pullin Vocals/Guitar
June 7 Jackie Bennett Brad Daniels, Dave Simpson Vocals/Guitar

June 14 Gwyneth Reid,
Susan Montreuil - Harpists
June 21 Mary Dube &
Brian Larter - Vocals/Guitar
June 28 Erwin Schack - Guitar
July 5 Bruce MacNeil Vocals/Guitar
July 12 Now & Then Vocals/Guitar
July 19 Jane Loewen - Vocals
July 26 Nancy Hall Vocals/Guitar

Thomas Foster Memorial
9449 Concession 7 (Durham 1) 4 km north of Uxbridge

www.fostermemorial.com
For more information call 905-640-3966 or e-mail
bnortheast@powergate.ca

AT

KEITH’S

Visit us to view our
stunning ideas for
Corsages and Boutonnieres
for this special occasion.
905-852-3029
14 BROCK STREET EAST
TREAT YOUR BBQ TO OUR NEW WILD GAME BURGERS:
RED DEER, BISON, WILD BOAR, OSTRICH OR KANGAROO!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Zephyr News
with Mary Dube
Did you know that there were once three banks,
a hotel with a ballroom and several businesses in
Zephyr about a hundred years ago? Where did
all the buildings go? Over eighty people who
attended Allan McGillivray’s History of Zephyr
presentation last Saturday now know. As predicted, several citizens came all the way from
Uxbridge, including Gord Harrison and Mayor
Gerri-Lynn O’Connor. As usual, our Mayor
had already made several appearances that day
and Zephyrites were happy that she still took the
time to attend. Mayor O’Connor was heard
commenting on how grateful she is for Allan’s
work in preserving Uxbridge Township history.
A special thank-you should also be given to
Allan’s lovely wife Caroline who worked very
hard to organize the presentation, and for the
toe-tapping entertainment by their daughter and
son-in-law. Many thanks should also go to
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Shooting Stars Productions of Zephyr who
provided the audio/visual equipment.
Make more Zephyr history by attending
the 5th Annual Flag of Love Day Concert at
the hall on Saturday, May 4th at 7:00 PM.
(Please take notice of the big sign at the four corners provided by Jim Jarvis). Enjoy a variety of
music at this free concert and if you care to,
bring a donation for the Uxbridge/Scugog
Animal Shelter Building Fund. The animals will
love you for it.
The potholes on the 3rd Concession have now
been filled but there is still some spring flooding
on Zephyr Road east of the 3rd so remember to
slow down. If you feel you are slowing down
physically, try Tuesday night yoga at the hall or
get moving with Zumba classes at the Hall or
Missionary Church. Yoga and Zumba have both
worked for me so if you have thought about it,
don’t be shy, give it a try. What you don’t use,
you lose. That saying goes for body parts as well
as buildings.
Mary Dube, 905-473-9523

A smorgasbord of choral delight
A smorgasbord of operatic and folk music is on the
menu for the spring concert of the Monday
Morning Singers on May 5. The concert will feature two well-known soloists in addition to the 35voice ladies' choir.
Anne Mizen, director of the choir, said the program will comprise a mix of well-known opera choruses, arias and duets, together with folk song
arrangements suited to the arrival of spring.
"We're sure people will leave the concert humming
something . . . maybe even the famous Humming
Chorus from Puccini's opera "Madame Butterfly",
which is on the program", said Ms. Mizen.
Two well-known soloists with substantial professional opera and concert experience will present a
number of solos, as well as singing with the choir.
Sasha Liebich-Tait has sung many opera roles in
Vancouver before moving to the Uxbridge area,
and is familiar to Uxbridge audiences from her solo

performances at the last three productions of
Handel's "Messiah", as well as guest performances
at the Celebration of the Arts and elsewhere. She is
a past winner of the award for Best Female Voice at
the annual Gilbert and Sullivan festival in England,
and has appeared as a soloist with the Elmer Iseler
Singers at the Festival of the Sound in Parry Sound.
Jonathan Liebich, bass-baritone, is an opera, oratorio and concert soloist who has performed extensively on the west coast as well as in the greater
Toronto area. Uxbridge audiences will remember
his powerful performances both in the local
"Messiah" productions, and in solo roles with the
Uxbridge Chamber Choir and previous concerts by
the Monday Morning Singers.
The concert will be held at St. Pauls Anglican
Church at 3 p.m. on Sunday May 5. Tickets ($15,
children under 12 free) are available from Presents,
Presents or at the door.
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PATTERSON’S

FLOORING
Since 1984

Hardwood • Laminate • Engineered Wood • Cork
Leather • Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic • Porcelain • Slat

Comfortable and quiet
to walk on...

TORLYS Cork Sale

25% Off
Regular Price

Cork

Variety of sizes and quality

In-stock

TORLYS Quality
Lexington Laminate

2

$ 79

/sq.ft.

Regular $2.99/sq.ft.

Lexington Laminate

Latest in
Wood Flooring!
TORLYS TerraWood

3

$ 99
/sq.ft.

TerraWood

Regular $4.99/sq.ft.

185 Main Street North, Uxbridge
Phone 905-862-0001 1-888-862-2001 Fax 905 862-0031
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca
Monday to Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Closed every long weekend

Visit our new expanded showroom!

