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PROJECT Y.O.U. - Adrian Giacca, pictured far left in green, is starting Uxbridge’s newest service club, Project Y.O.U. With Adrian, also in green T-shirts, are Matt McGuckin, Colton Kirkup, Erin
Hickling, Matt Gunn, Jamie Scott, Jacob Mantle, Steven Genis, and lots of young friends who are getting set for a ball hockey tournament this weekend at the Arena. See story below. Photo by John Cavers

Uxbridge home to a new service club
Youth start their own service
club; ball starts rolling
Saturday
By Roger Varley
Project Y.O.U., a new service club
started by Uxbridge young people,
makes its first public appearance
this Saturday with a ball hockey
tournament at the arena parking lot.
Project Y.O.U. (Youth of
Uxbridge) is the brainchild of 22year-old Adrian Giacca, who is the
group's first president. In an appearance before Uxbridge council on
Monday morning, Giacca said he
noticed he was usually the youngest
person around when he joined vari-

ous volunteer groups in town. He
said he used social networks about
two months ago to canvas other
young people, and within two days,
had about 70 young people eager to
start their own service club.
Giacca, who opened his own landscaping company this year, asked
council to waive any fees required
for use of the arena parking lot for a
ball hockey tournament on the
weekend. The event, which he
hopes will become an annual affair,
is being held to raise funds to help
Project Y.O.U. get off the ground.
Councillor Pat Molloy moved that
the $400 fee for use of the parking
lot be waived and received unani-
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mous support.
The aim of the group is to provide youth in Uxbridge with an
opportunity "to reach their full
potential" by hosting community
events for fundraising. The group
has decided its core values will be to
provide activities for youth, creating
mental health awareness and promoting community spirit and
growth. The average age of Project
Y.O.U. members is about 23, but
Giacca hopes the group will attract
younger people.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor was
full of praise for Adrian Giacca.
"You have been a major inspiration
for many projects, including the
skate park," she said. "I hope one
day you will be a member of council."
Giacca was one of the driving
forces behind the Uxbridge skate
park and created the first design for
the facility, although it was later
replaced by another design. He also

undertook to landscape the front of
the skate park earlier this year with
the help of some friends.
The ball hockey tournament will
run on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m., with four miniature hockey
arenas. It will have divisions for
under-13 and over-13 teams. Cost
of entry is $120 for a five-person
over-13 team, and $60 for under13. Giacca said there is still room
for more teams, who can register for
the event either on site on Saturday
or
by
e-mailing
youballhockey@gmail.com. Players
should bring their own sticks and
gloves, and it would be helpful if
some could bring goalie equipment.
As well as the hockey action, there
will be food and beverages, prizes
and give-aways, a dunk tank and
contests.
Giacca said the group has also
received support for the event from
the Bonner Boys, the Gorgons, CRS
Equipment Rental and the town-

ship. Baldwin Sales has donated a
large trophy for the winners, and
other sponsors such as Boston Pizza
and Jerseys have donated prizes.
Project Y.O.U. is apparently
already working on a second fundraiser, probably a concert sometime
in the fall. In the meantime, the
group wil soon hold its first annual
general meeting and is working on
achieving status as a non-profit
organization

Peek - a - boo
by John Cavers
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for September
Monday, Sept. 1
NO MEETING - LABOUR
DAY
Monday, Sept. 8
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
PUBLIC MEETING - ZBA
2014-03 MAPLE BROOK
HOMES - 225 MAIN
STREET N.
7:00 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 15
COMMITTEE
9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 17
COMMITTEE OF
ADJUSTMENT
MEETING
7:00 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 22
COUNCIL
7:00p.m.

SPECIAL BUDGET
MEETING NOTICE:
Uxbridge BIA Board of
Directors will be hosting a
SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING
Re: 2015 BIA Budget planning

DATE: Tuesday, August 19
TIME: 6:30 p.m.
LOCATION: BIA Business
Centre/YDHR Train Station (19
Railway St.)
All welcome to join the BIA
budget discussion for planning
our 2015 expenses.
More
info
available
at
www.uxbridgebia.com
or
email
businessfacilitator@uxbridgebia.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please note that the Animal
Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog
located at 1360 Reach Street,
Port Perry, will be closed on
Saturdays until further notice.
Animal Shelter hours of operation are Monday to Friday 10
a.m. - 5 p.m. For further information, please contact the Animal
Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog at
(905)
985-9547
or
visit
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.
ca/animal_control

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

2014
Follow the
Township Online

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Uxbridge Arena
Part-time Positions
(Adult)
The Township of Uxbridge
Arena is looking for energetic, reliable individuals to
fill art-time positions at the
Arena.
The positions will start
September 8, 2014, and end
March 31, 2015.
The positions will range
between 30 to 50 hours
every two weeks, working a
variety of day and night
weekend shifts. Preference
will be given to individuals
that possess skills in the following:
• Olympia Operations
• Ice Maintenance
• Janitorial Duties
• Customer Service
Interested individuals can
drop off resumés to the
Arena office to the attention
of: Bob Ferguson,
Arena/Parks Manager.
Resumés will be accepted
up until August 27, 2014, at
2 p.m.
Part-time Positions
(Students)
The Township of Uxbridge
Arena is looking for energetic, reliable individuals to
fill part-time student positions at the Arena.
The positions will start
September 8, 2014, and end
April 20, 2015.
The positions will range
between 20 to 50 hours
every two weeks, working a
variety of day and night
shifts (mostly weekends).
Preference will be given to
individuals that possess
skills in the following:
• Minimum G2 Driver's
Licence
• Ice Maintenance
• Janitorial Duties
• Customer Service
Interested individuals can
drop off resumés to the
Arena office to the attention
of:
Bob
Ferguson
Arena/Parks Manager.
Resumés will be accepted
up until August 27, 2014, at
2 p.m.
*NOTE* clearly mark on
your application if you are
applying for the Adult or
Student Position.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca
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Request for
Quotes
Q14-14: Public Art
Program

New Business
Ambassador
Program

Sealed Tenders will be
received until 2:00 p.m. on
Friday, August 29th, 2014,
by: Debbie Leroux, Clerk,
Township of Uxbridge.

The Township of Uxbridge
Economic Development
Advisory Committee has
launched a new Business
Ambassador Program. The
Lowest or any bid not
program will pair new or
necessarily accepted.
expanding businesses in
with
local
This Bid Document is posted on Uxbridge
the Township of Uxbridge's web- Business Ambassadors.
site
at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/b
ids_and_tenders under Current
Bid Opportunities and is available
for downloading in Adobe Acrobat
Version 6.0 or higher (at no
charge or for a fee) by following
the registration instructions on
that page. Please ensure that
when you download the document, you add your company's
name to the Document Takers
List in order to receive any
addenda that may be issued. For
questions regarding downloading
of documents, contact the Clerk's
Department at 905-852-9181,
Ext. 220.
The bidder is solely responsible
for ensuring receipt of all addenda posted on the Township's website and that they have been
taken into account in the formation of their bid. In submitting a
Bid, the Bidder acknowledges,
understands and accepts the
conditions noted in this article. To
receive addenda by email, bidders must register on the
Township's
website
at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/b
ids_and_tenders on the Current
Bid Opportunities page.
Delivery of Tender Documents
by Mail: Where document takers
request delivery of any competitive bid documents by mail, the
Township accepts no liability or
responsibility, and is not under
any obligation, to ensure the document is received by the
requestor within a time frame sufficient to allow the requestor to
submit a bid.
The request to use the mail,
courier services or any third party
for delivery of any competitive bid
documents to the document taker
will be entirely at the risk of the
requestor and the Township will
be under no obligation to extend
any competitive bid closing dates
in the event of a claim of a delay
in receipt of the documents
mailed by the Township.

Ambassadors will help
introduce new businesses
to the community, and,
where required, support
businesses through the
regulatory
development
process.

5TH ANNUAL
Farmers of Uxbridge
August 21 from 5 - 8 p.m.
at the Arena Hall
Meet over 30 local farmers
and participants
Buy local product and inquire
about how it is grown.
Fainting goats, Miniature Horse,
Farm Equipment!
Meet Pachi, the mascot for the
2015 Pan Am Games
Free admission, free parking
and draw prizes
Join us again to celebrate our
agriculture!

For more information contact Jo Ann Merrick at 905852-9181
or
jmerrick@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Are you on the list of voters for the 2014
Municipal and School Board elections?

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE
UXBRIDGE - SCUGOG
ANIMAL CONTROL CENTRE
Animal Control Temporary
Part-Time Assistant
Required
Hours: Sat. & Sun., 8:30 am 12pm. Mon., 9am - 5pm, and
filling in for staff when required
and possible after hour
emergency calls.
Under the direction of the
Manager, your responsibilities
will include the care, feeding
and medical needs of the animals housed at the shelter, as
well as maintaining proper
shelter hygiene and providing
administrative and customer
support, reception duties,
maintain records, filing systems and daily cash transactions. The ability to maintain
confidentiality of all information
provided and good oral and
written communication skills
are essential. Knowledge of
Uxbridge and Scugog areas
would be beneficial. Animal
care experience is required
and the ability to work as part
of a member of team is a must.
This position involves heavy
lifting and assisting in the
humane capture, handling and
restraint of wild and domestic
animals, including sick and
injured, both in the shelter and
assisting on field calls when
required.
To meet the demands of this
position you will require the following:
• valid driver's licence and
clean abstract;
• Word processing skills and
software applications such as
Microsoft
Office
and
Word
Perfect
• Animal care experience preferably in a commercial /
public
environment
• strong interpersonal skills
• experience working with the
public
• post secondary education in
a Veterinary Assistant /
Veterinary Technician Program
an asset

Resumes will be accepted
until August 15, 4:30 p.m.,
and can be mailed or
dropped off at:
Uxbridge-Scugog Animal
Control Centre, Attention
Victoria McWhirter, 1360
Reach Street, Port Perry,
ON, L9L 1B2. Phone: 905985-9547, fax: 905-9852015, or by email at
sheltervic@bellnet.ca.
We wish to thank all applicants for
their interest in this position,
however only those selected for an
interview will be contacted.

THE UXBRIDGE PUBLIC
LIBRARY TEMPORARY
LOCATION
2 Campbell Drive,
Suite 307A, Uxbridge
Uxbridge Public Library
Almost All Up and Running!
IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE
MOVE:
Saturday, August 16
Both locations closed for moving.
Monday, August 18
• 9 Toronto St. South, OPEN on
both floors
• 2 Campbell Dr., Suite 307A
CLOSED

Red Cross
Babysitting Course
For ages 11+
Great way to be sure that you
have the skills and knowledge
required to be a qualified babysitter.
Two afternoons - Wednesday,
Aug. 20 AND Thursday, Aug. 21
(must attend both) from 1:00 until
4:30 p.m.
Cost is $70 per participant and
includes a handbook and a walletsized certificate.
Please pre-register at 2
Campbell Drive, Suite 307A until
August 11, and then at 9 Toronto
St. South, Children's Desk
Online Summer Reading
Programs - PRIZES to be won!!
Tween Online Summer Reading
Club (Entering Grades 5 - 7 in
September 2014)
www.uxlib.com/tweenstalk
Teen Online Summer Reading
Club (Entering Grades 8 and over
in September 2014)
www.uxlib.com/teenreading

Human Library
The Human Library will be returning this fall.
More information about this interesting and unusual event will be
available soon.
Check our website for details.
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View from the Hill
by Erin O’Toole, MP
W W I
Remembrance - A Century of
Service
A week ago, the world began to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the start of the Great War (WWI). Just
two weeks ago I joined a large group at
the Blackstock Recreation Complex
for the grand re-opening of this historic building. The fact that these two
events are connected shows the
tremendous history of service from the
citizens of our area and some of our
unique historical connections to The
Great War.
Rather than being a short European
conflict as some leaders of the era
expected, the Great War consumed the
western world and brought sacrifice
and destruction of epic proportions.
Canada came of age during the war.
One hundred years ago, when the conflict began, the Dominion of Canada
was at war the moment Great Britain
declared war. By the end of the war,
Canada had earned its own voice at
discussions leading to the Treaty of
Versailles. The war saw Canada gain
some independence and recognition
for the incredible mobilization of a
small country. For a country with a
population of only eight million people in 1914, Canada responded in a
major way. 620,000 Canadians served
directly in the war effort, and most
families were directly impacted in
some way. By the end of the war,
67,000 Canadians paid the ultimate
sacrifice, and 250,000 returned to
Canada wounded.
Our ancestors in Durham were a key
part of this massive Canadian mobilization, and a deeper examination of
our history shows that it was the small
villages and towns of Canada that
stepped forward to forge the country
and values we enjoy today. This brings
me to the grand re-opening of the
Blackstock Recreation complex a couple of weeks ago. This lovely building
continues to serve as a focal point for
the community, but it was first built as
a local armoury. The Blackstock
Armoury was opened in 1913, and
became a recruiting and training hub
for local militia members. In fact, it
only had a year of training before
some of these young men became the
first members of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force for WWI.
The original opening of the
Blackstock Armoury also reveals interesting local connections. It was constructed by the federal government
and opened by L. Col. Garnet
Hughes, a senior military officer in
Ontario at the time.
Nothing shows the unique patriotism of our area more than the fact that
the Member of Parliament for much
of our area was Sam Sharpe. Sharpe
was the solicitor for the town of
Uxbridge and a local militia officer.
He was elected to Parliament in 1908,
and likely would have had a direct role
in the Blackstock Armoury being constructed, but I cannot verify this
point. When war broke out, Sharpe

volunteered to serve overseas while still
sitting as an MP. Like Hughes, Sharpe
was a long-serving Conservative MP
who joined Prime Minister Robert
Borden in the creation of a Union
Government during the war. In fact,
Sharpe holds the unique distinction of
being the only sitting MP re-elected in
1917 while serving in France. (Samuel
Simpson Sharpe)
Another important connection to
our local story is the fact that
Durham's famous Ontario Regiment
was, in many ways, founded by Sam
Sharpe. Sharpe lobbied his parliamentary colleague and local native, Sam
Hughes, for authority to recruit men
for what became the 116th Battalion
for the Canadian Expeditionary
Force. The 116th was from Ontario
County, and by the 1930s became
known as the Ontario Regiment. The
Regiment views Sharpe as their first
Commanding Officer as he both personally recruited many of the 1100
soldiers and ensured the unit was not
split up when it arrived in France.
The 116th fought with distinction at
Ypres, Vimy and Avion and helped
earn Canada's reputation as a young
nation willing to serve an ocean away
for our values and alliances. The
Ontario Regiment continues this
proud tradition for Durham to this
day. Many Ontario Regiment soldiers
served in Afghanistan during
Canada's 12-year mission in that

country.
As the commemorations marking the
centennial of WWI continue over the
months ahead, take the opportunity to
learn about our local and family histories from the Great War. The Uxbridge
at War exhibit currently running at the
Uxbridge Museum is a great place to
start. Hold the torch high by getting
to know our history.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
Death - the great equalizer
“Do you remember where you were when you learned that John F. Kennedy had been shot?”
This is a popular question amongst those of a certain generation. Others remember similar jarring, heart-stopping moments that have crystallized in the memory - Elvis’s passing for another
generation, Michael Jackson for yet another. Many across almost all generations that are alive
at this moment will end up remembering where they were on Monday evening when they heard
the news that comedian Robin Williams had died. And the shock is still being felt. It’s taking a
bit to sink in. And the word that came out just before press time was confirmation that he took
his own life.
Condense the absurdity of that, if you will. A comedian committed suicide.
Williams’ death has so many ramifications, so many sides to it, that it’s almost hard to comprehend. At the fore, of course, is the fact that a comedian committed suicide. Arguably one of the
funniest men on the planet, his inner turmoil (over what none of us will ever know) was so horrific that he felt that the only answer was to take his own life. We can only look at that in disbelief. What could he possibly have been missing, we ask? He appeared to have it all - fame,
surely the fortune that comes with that, a beautiful wife, great kids, successful career. We then
realize that even those that appear to “have it all” may have something else - a mental illness.
Robin Williams was an comedic icon, a man of the world that belonged to the world. And a
human; not one immune to illness, disease and other foilables that we may often thing belong
to the common folk. His death is shocking - maybe it will shock us into realizing that mental illness is something that still needs to be talked about and de-stigmatized.
Another facet of Williams’ death is how much it is being felt across the generations. Those of
us old enough to go as far back as the beginning of his career will, of course, remember Mork
& Mindy. Many of us will have seen most of the films that he made over his lengthy career. Some
of the films that we saw as young adults - Mrs. Doubtfire, for example - make “comebacks” to
a younger set. One eight-year old we know was recently introduced for the first time to the
buxom “nanny” and thought the film was the best she’d ever seen. An even younger crowd will
know Williams best as the voice of the Genie in Disney’s Aladdin. Everyone knows who this man
is. The young, the old, and everyone in between. Whether we liked his movies, his comedy routines (in our opinion, there is nothing funnier anywhere than Robin Williams: Live at the Met),
his occasional blue humour, his tangent-like style or not - we all know of him. And that, somehow, binds us all together. U.S. President Barack Obama and Prime Minister Stephen Harper
tweeted messages of grief and condolence. World leaders, who have likely chuckled along with
the rest of us while listening to Williams do Elmer Fudd’s version of the song “Fire”, are as upset
by the news as we are. Suddenly, for this brief period of time, we are all united in this somehow. The last time we recall something that brought people together like this was when Diana,
Princess of Whales was killed in an auto accident in Paris. We all suddenly realized that we all
had something in common. And while we don’t possess these people and have little or no effect
on their lives (or deaths), we still feel like we own them in some way. Presidents, movie stars,
talk show hosts, everyday folk. At the end of the day, we’re all made from the same basic pattern. We are all here trying to make the best with what we’re given, and whether we’re rich,
poor, leaders, followers, famous or notorious, we all have the potential to succeed or suffer as
much as the next person.
Remember where you were when you learned of Robin Williams’ death. Remember that he
was just like the rest of us, and remember that he spoke to all of us.
Nanu nanu.

Letters to the Editor
Last Saturday evening my wife
and I dropped into Wixan's
Bridge on Brock St. and were
surprised and delighted to listen to local 18-year-old singersongwriter Robyn Ottolini.
Not only does Robyn have a
lovely voice, many of the folkcountry tunes she performed
were funny, poignant and new
to us. Nearly all were written by
female songwriters with clever
and insightful lyrics, including
some by Robyn herself.
It was wonderful and unexpected musical evening.
We hope she will have many
more opportunities to perform
in Uxbridge and elsewhere. Do
not miss a chance to hear this
wonderful young talent perform in person.
Steve and Renee Leahy
Uxbridge
Re: A Heart Outside

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Dianne Oad Winder

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

I read your article about your
daughter going to live with her
father with a lump in my
throat. I am still struggling with
my eldest being at university,
and facing the prospect of his
coming home less and less as he
settles into a life of his own. But
that's as it should be, whereas a
child of 12 moving out is a terrible wrench.
But fear not. The love you feel
for her is obvious from the content of your article, and she will
feel it too. Doing the right
thing very often means doing
the hardest thing, but be
patient. The grass is not always

greener on the other side, and
your little chick may come
home to roost sooner than you
think. And though your heart is
outside, it will still be close.
S. Dykens
Scugog
Re:
Dollars and Sense Dealing with Debt
While I read with interest the
advice your column on debt
had to impart, I wondered if I
could I be so bold as to add a
few pointers?
1) Why add to your debt by
taking a holiday you cannot
afford? If you have access to a
computer, I'm sure you can
find a few interesting things to
do with the kids closer to
home. I went on ONE holiday
with my parents in my formative years, and somehow managed to have fun all those other
summers.
2) Cut up your credit cards! Or
at least just have one, for emergency use only. When credit
cards first came into vogue, one
of the catchy tag lines in the ads
was “Take the waiting out of
wanting”. That is the problem we have become a nation of
impatient, spoiled children,
screaming "I WANT IT
NOW!” Perhaps we need to act
like adults, and stop buying
things we really don't need with
money we really don't have.
K. Errameled
Manchester
Friday evening at The Foster

Memorial is a great way to
spend an evening, and is something my husband and I enjoy
every year.
Last Friday with Chris
Saunders, his son and friends
was fantastic. Over 100 people
attended and we all had the
opportunity to listen to amazing entertainers, even giving
them a standing ovation.
Where else can you go for only
a donation and hear such a variety of mostly local musicians
and singers? It is great to see
out-of-towners not only enjoying the entertainment but
being astounded by the beauty
of The Foster. We in Uxbridge
are fortunate to have this
opportunity and should take
advantage of it. The Fridays at
the Foster schedule is on the
website.
Carol Johnson
Uxbridge
(The Cosmos also highlights the
week’s performer every week of
the Fridays at the Foster season
- this week’s performance information can be found on page
11.)
Farmers are not governed by
the clock but by the season and
the weather. Crops must be
planted in the spring and harvested in the summer and fall.
This must be done according to
weather conditions. No one
likes to work nights or weekends but for farmers this is a
necessity.
GordonLak
Uxbridge

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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writing fitz

the barris beat

column by Shelagh Damus

column by Ted Barris

In touch travelling

Death by more than old age

I am beginning to realize what I did to my parents all those years ago. At
the time they were younger than I am now. I was alone when I hopped a
plane from the old Terminal 1 at Pearson International Airport. I headed west and I just kept going
until I was once again on Canadian soil exactly one year later.
It was a simpler time than now. There were no cell phones, no Internet, no connection between us
other than the letters picked up via Poste Restante at GPOs along the way and the mandatory collect calls I was required to make on a weekly basis. Calls that I sometimes failed to make because…
well, I was busy. I was riding an elephant in the jungle or camped out on a remote island in the South
Pacific.
I have, at times, justified my failure to call; those were sound reasons. The fact that, before the elephant trek, I had been in Bangkok during an attempted coup gets swept under the carpet. The event
made international headlines. My father hid the newspaper from my mother. I called from Bangkok
and told them I would get out the next day. I did. All was good in Chang Mai. The wrench in the
machine was they didn't know I had made it out safely.
In hindsight, perhaps I shouldn't have let them know how amazed I was that gunfire sounds like
popcorn popping. My father had suggested that I contact the Canadian Embassy to let them know I
was in Thailand. I promised I would. But once in Chang Mai, the elephant journey got in the way.
After the trek was complete I called the embassy. After giving my name, I was transferred. I gave
my name again and I was transferred, again. And again. I finally reached an important sounding
man who promptly told me to “Call your father!” I did, and it is safe to say relief prefaced the anger
in their response to my phone call.
My two eldest daughters left for Germany a couple of weeks ago. They hopped a flight out of
Pearson, from the new Terminal 1. Consummate travelers, they waved as they headed into security
and navigated their way through the various passport checks and searches without a hitch. I know
this not because I could see it happening, but because they texted me once they were safely at the
gate.
I was also aware, on a near real-time basis, that they made their connection from Frankfurt to
Stuttgart and was informed that their luggage was not so lucky. It had failed to make the same connecting flight, but they had made eye contact through the glass with their first billeting family. The
luggage arrived that evening, although we were aware of this before they were - we received an
email from their hosts while they slept off the jet-lag.
We have chatted on Facebook, texted and have seen photos of excursions. My parents had none of
this. As I followed the summer sun around the globe, they were left out in the cold; unaware of my
comings and goings, my trials and tribulations. My occasional collect calls were expensive, and while
my mother never suggested during our chats that it was time to go, I am told my father was often
pacing in the background tapping his watch when our conversations approached the one hour mark.
He never showed the bills to my mother; to this day she is unaware of the cost of us catching up.
I like that I know what is going on. I am pleased I was aware of the luggage gone astray, even
though there was nothing I could do about it here. But, a few days in, I am happier that the girls
seem to be finding their own way. I look on Facebook and they aren't available. They are out and
about, exploring, visiting interesting places and things. I recently saw one daughter was available to
chat. So I sent a message asking how the day went. The reply came back in three quick bursts: “Just
heading out again.” “Back late.” “Sorry!!!!” It was a little taste of my own medicine. But that's the
way it is supposed to be. This is their trip, their adventure, a vacation without Mom along for the ride.

We arrived before the city was awake. The sun had just slipped above the eastern
entrance to the lagoons of Venice, where our cruise ship was met by a speedboat bringing the required harbour pilot to guide us into port. Minutes later, we passed some of the historic sites of the city - the
Grand Canal, St. Mark's Basilica and the Doge's Palace. Someone beside me on deck noticed how few people there
seemed to be walking along the canals or through the campos (squares).
“Seems so peaceful and untouched,” he said.
“The really big cruise ships haven't arrived yet,” another traveller commented sarcastically.
He was right. Our ship, M/V Aegean Odyssey with perhaps 300 people aboard, hadn't been moored at the Marittima
Pier at the western edge of the city more than a couple of hours, when suddenly it became surrounded by a fleet of
recently arrived cruise ships - Silver Wind, Celebrity Sihouette and Sovereign Pullmantur, to name a few. With a length
as great as that of Titanic and a passenger capacity of 4,000-plus, these floating hotels at first seemed the lifeblood
of the city's vital tourism industry. But according to a lecturer aboard Aegean Odyssey, the large ships may ultimately be contributing to Venice's demise.
“Venice is now attracting as many as 30 million tourists a year,” said Gregory Dowling, a professor at the University
of Venice. “The city has the highest tourist-to-resident ratio in Europe.”
Why is that such a bad thing in a Europe struggling to right itself after the economic crash of 2008? Well, among
other things, the rising tourism in Venice, Dowling pointed out, has overwhelmed services (including such basics as
public toilets), closed schools and driven residents from the city. In 1951 Venice was home to 175,000 permanent citizens; in 2012, that number had shrunk to 58,000. That's not to say that the trend has gone unnoticed; last year,
local demonstrators swam in the canals and marched on city squares protesting cruise ships using the historic Giudecca
Canal as a highway. The city responded in January, reducing by 20 per cent the number of ships weighing more than
40,000 tonnes.
But the invasion of Venetian canals by so-called “skyscrapers of the sea” is not the only assault on Europe's antiquities. Earlier during our recent tour to the eastern Mediterranean, we visited the Acropolis. The iconic mountain top
above Athens has stood since the 5th century BC as a symbol of Greece's “golden age” of enlightenment, democracy and architecture. But it too has suffered from centuries of popularity. As recently as when I was a teenager, in the
1960s, my parents took my sister and me to visit relatives in Athens, where my dad's cousin led us throughout the
Acropolis; back then, we were allowed to wander among the ruins of the Temple of Athena, the Porch of Caryatids
and every metre of the Parthenon itself. Not today.
“We are restricted to stay within the fenced pathway,” our Athenian guide told us on our recent visit. “They are very
serious about this.”
Indeed, when I ventured to the top of an ancient stone piece to photograph our group, one of the volunteer
guardians of the Acropolis blew a whistle at me shouting at me to get down. As I walked the marble pathway, which
I remember being jagged and coarse in 1964, I realized the surface is now worn so smooth as to nearly shine in the
Athenian sun. And all around the ancient Grecian ruins are cranes and artisans working to repair and restore some
of the Acropolis's former glory.
“The Parthenon took six years to build [in 5th C BC],” our guide informed us. “Restoration has been going on for
80 years; there are still 40 more years to go before it's complete.”
The restorers of Europe's antiquities are serious in every respect. As well as restricting movement among the ruins,
in most basilicas, churches and mausoleums we explored recently, there were prohibitive signs posted everywhere.
Visitors cannot touch, lean on or photograph with flash any of the religious icons and frescos. Clearly the free access
attitudes of the past are gone. Exhibitors, guides and museum curators all fear the damaging potential effects of their
attractions' popularity.
As far as preserving the Venetian canals, I noticed the day after we left the city once dominated only by gondolas,
that Italy's transport minister has clamped down even more. After civic petitions and celebrity press conferences
(involving Michael Douglas and Cate Blanchett), Maurizio Lupi, announced further restrictions on the mega cruise ship
invasion. Soon, no ocean liners over 96,000 tonnes will be allowed to sail the Giudecca Canal in front of St. Mark's
Basilica.
“[It's] our duty to remove the skyscrapers of the sea from the canals of Venice,” he said, “safeguarding a world
heritage city … [while] protecting the city's economy so linked to cruise tourism.”
But is it a case of fiddling while Rome burns?
For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

“WE’LL NOT ONLY MATCH ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE, WE’LL BEAT IT BY GIVING YOU AN ADDITIONAL 10% IN CANADIAN TIRE MONEY”

327 TORONTO STREET SOUTH, UXBRIDGE • STORE - 852-3315 | 852-9857
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the August 11
Council meeting
Trestle bridge to undergo expensive
rehab:
Council has approved recommendations that the old trestle bridge on
Main Street North, long a haunt
and object of abuse by local youth,
should be refurbished, with a price
tag approaching $400,000.
A report to council by recreation
manager Amanda Ferraro and Tom
Rance of the township trails committee said the initial engineering
work would cost around $40,000,
with the actual reconstruction work
estimated at about $346,000.
However, the authors believe the
majority of the money can be raised
without township money being
used.
John McCutcheon, speaking to the
report on behalf of Mr. Rance, said
the old bridge is part of the story of
railway history in Uxbridge; "a vivid
illustration of the frontier condition
of early Uxbridge". He said the
bridge and the decommissioned rail
line that runs from the train station
east to the township border is the
preferred route of the Trans Canada
Trail, which is scheduled to have a
grand opening in July, 2017. The
bridge is located just east of Main
Street North near the water treatment plant.
Mr. McCutcheon said only about
$50,000 of the total price tag needs
to be raised locally.
The report said the trail committee

has a quotation of $24,800 for
Phase 1 for engineering required to
complete design work, obtain firm
contract prices for work required
and to manage the construction.
Metrolinx has promised to pay half
the cost, up to a maximum of
$10,000. The committee is asking
the township for a loan on the
remaining $14,800.
Phase 2 - the actual construction
work - was estimated at $346,000.
The report said all money is expected to come from outside sources
such as the National Trails
Coalition, Trans Canada Trail, the
Trillium Foundation, Metrolinx and
the McCutcheon Foundation. All
funding partners would have to be
confirmed by Spring 2015, with the
actual construction work beginning
after he official opening of the TCT
route across the trestle in late 2015.
Councillor Bev Northeast asked
Mr. McCutcheon how vandalism
would be addressed. The trestle has
been damaged and ripped up
numerous times over the years. Mr.
McCutcheon said the decking
would be interlocking, making it
difficult to remove. He also suggested there could be surveillance cameras.
Council agreed to the report's recommendations, including the
$14,800 loan.
Hitting the skids:
Residents of Bristol Ponds were
unsuccessful in their bid to have the
township remove skid marks left on
Concession 2 at the entrance to the
Bristol Ponds estates.
Council received five letters from
the residents complaining about

what they called the vandalism and
"road graffiti" of the skid marks and
requesting that they be removed as
they lower property values.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
she had never seen skid marks like
them and they looked as though
they had been laid down on the
road surface by a professional driver.
"They're not what we left when we
were kids," she said.
However, when Public Works
director Ben Kester said there is no
way to remove the marks without
damaging the ashphalt, the mayor
she was "at a loss" to know what to
do about it. She remarked that it
appeared someone had sent a message to the residents. She did not
explain the remark, but left the
impression she thought it might
have been done by someone
opposed to attempts by the residents and others living in the area to
limit the noise emanating from
nearby Goodwood Kartways. On
the same agenda during this week’s
council meeting was a letter from a
representative of the Bristol Ponds
residents asking council not to grant
any more bylaw exemptions to the
go-kart track for special events.
In answer to a related question
about an apparent increase in muscle cars and pickup trucks creating
highl levels of noise in the urban
area, the mayor said neither staff nor
councillors are aware on any
increase in complaints. However,
Chief Bylaw Officer Andre Gratton
was asked to check with Durham
Regional Police to see if there were
any concerns.
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150th fall fair fast approaching
The 150th edition of the Uxbridge Fall Fair
(September 5-7) is less than four weeks away.
The Fair will open at noon on Friday, and seniors will be admitted free until 5 p.m.
Opening and commemorative ceremonies
will occur on Saturday, beginning at at 1 p.m.
at the Rotary Band shell. Many events specific to the 150th anniversary are scheduled. In
addition, old favourites such as the Tractor
and Horse Pulls, along with the Demolition
Derby will return. Carter Shows will host the

popular midway.
This year's Fair Book is available online, or
it may be picked up in hard copy at the
Uxbridge Town Hall, the Public Library or at
H. H. Goode and Son, on Brock St. W.
Admission to the 150th Uxbridge Fall Fair
$10 per day with a weekend pass available
for $25. Elementary school aged children are
Free. Visit www.uxbridgefair.ca or telephone
905 852 7745 for further information.

FORM 6 - Municipal Act, 2001

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER
THE CORPORATION OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land described below and
will be received until 3 p.m. local time on September 16, 2014, at the Township of
Uxbridge Municipal Office, Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge.
The tenders will then be opened in public on the same day as soon as possible after
3 p.m. at the Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge.
Description of Lands:
Roll No. 18 29 040 003 27500 0000; 50 Third Ave S, Uxbridge; PIN 26843-0144(LT);
Part Lots Q & R, Block 66 Plan 83 as in D453569; Uxbridge; File No. 13-01
Minimum Tender Amount: $50,742.17.
Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be accompanied by a
deposit in the form of a money order or of a bank draft or cheque certified by a bank
or trust corporation payable to the municipality and representing at least 20 per cent
of the tender amount.
Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding the title to or
any other matters relating to the land to be sold. Responsibility for ascertaining these
matters rests with the potential purchasers.
This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules
made under that Act. The successful purchaser will be required to pay the amount
tendered plus accumulated taxes, HST if applicable and the relevant land transfer
tax.
The municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the successful
purchaser.
For further information regarding this sale and a copy of the prescribed form of tender, visit:
www.OntarioTaxSales.ca or if no internet access available, contact:
Donna Condon
Deputy Treasurer / Tax Collector
(905) 852-9181 Ext. 210
dcondon@town.uxbridge.on.ca

"The Dark Horse is a terrific shop with a mix of antiques, art, home decor. Lianne is an artist,
antique hunter, and an Irish fire ball. Take a drive to Sunderland, you will love The Dark Horse,
and you will return often."
Marc Gagnon

5 Church Street North, Sunderland

www.darkhorsestudio.ca
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Another hat thrown in the race for regional councillor
by Sandy Delemarre
Michelle Viney has declared her
intention to become Uxbridge's
next Regional Councillor, entering
the race because, “I
haven't heard the
other candidates
talk about the
issues that are
important to families and businesses
in Uxbridge.”
Concerned about
high tax increases,
Viney asks residents “How can
Uxbridge families
and seniors on
fixed
incomes
afford the continuous increases in
township property
taxes? They have
gone up more than 17 per cent in
the last 4 years. When combined
with the tax increases at the region,
Uxbridge is becoming unaffordable.”
Ms. Viney also expressed concern
about fire services, stating that average fire service response time is too

long and not what residents and
businesses should get with increased
taxes. She says she would work to
improve the response time of our
composite fire department by
ensuring
they have
the equipment and
infrastruct u r e
required.
“Seconds
count
to
save lives
and property,” says Ms.
Viney.
If elected,
Ms. Viney
also says she
intends to
work
to
k e e p
Uxbridge Township and Durham
Regional property taxes at or below
the cost of inflation by finding
where tax dollars can be better used,
and make sure that Uxbridge taxpayers receive better value for their
contribution to the Region. She
says she plans to demonstrate her

20th annual Art in the Park set for this weekend
by Amy Hurlburt
This weekend marks the 20th
annual Art in the Park, run by the
Uxbridge Lions Club.
“[The Uxbridge Lions] took it on
about 18 years ago, because we really believe it's something great for
the community” comments Ed
Evans, a representative of the Club,
who's been involved since the
beginning.
The popular event is open to the
public from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday in Elgin Park.
With over 100 artists featured from
all over Ontario, there is a broad
range of mediums being represented, including acrylics, watercolour,
oil, wood, photography, jewellery,
pen and ink, concrete, ceramic,
stained glass, fabric, iron/metal,
pottery, sculpture, scrimshaw, copper wire, and more. While about
20-25 per cent of the artists are new
to Art in the Park, the vast majority
are annual participants who have
taken the time to come and show
their creative endeavours.
“Seeing different types of art and
the ideas people have is what I personally enjoy most,” enthuses Ed.
“The artists take a material, like
steel, or wood, and create something new and unexpected. There
are so many talented artists - great
oil painters, and more.”
Admission is free, but donations
are being accepted in support of the
Uxbridge Lions Club. Besides the
opportunity to interact with the
artists and appreciate their work,
attendees can also take advantage of
the free draws, children's programs
(which include activities such as
clay modelling and painting), and
free parking. There will also be a
silent auction over the course of the

two days, featuring pieces donated
by the artists. The proceeds from
the auction will go to Dog Guides
Canada. Last year's auction raised
$2,000 for this charity, and over
$11,000 has been raised by the
Uxbridge Lions Club on their
behalf over the years. The auction
itself closes at 4 p.m. on Sunday.
“We'd really like to encourage
everyone to come on out,” says Ed.
“Rain or shine, we'll be there!”

financial responsibility and leadership by how she runs her campaign.
“Taxpayers can be assured that I
will spend their money the exact
same way I spend my own - turning
over each dollar before spending it.”
While she admits that she is a relative newcomer to Uxbridge, Ms.
Viney is no stranger to the Durham
Region or municipal politics. She
grew up in the Durham Region,
graduated from the University of
Toronto and has pursued a career in
the private sector across Canada for
over 20 years. She has served on a
municipal board and regional committee in Durham. Already a volunteer for the Neighbourhood Watch
Program, she recently joined the
Board of the Uxbridge-Scott

Historical Society.
When asked why voters in
Uxbridge should support her as
their Regional Councillor, Ms.
Viney replied, “I will be the voice of
Uxbridge Township at the Region,
not the voice of the Region in
Uxbridge. Residents and businesses
will have my 100 per cent commitment. I will ensure our voices are
heard at both Uxbridge and
Regional Councils.”
The municipal election is October
27. You can reach Michelle Viney
by
email
at:
vote4viney@gmail.com, by phone
at: 289-581-VOTE (8683) and by
following
her
on Twitter:
@vote4viney.

2014
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Sat., Aug. 16, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us for breakfast
after the hike. No dogs please. Meet at
the trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat., Aug. 16 & Sun. 17: Lions
Art in the Park, Elgin Park, 10 a.m.5 p.m. both days. Free admission. 100
artists, musical entertainment, silent
auction. Proceeds to Dog Guides. 905852-6913 for more information.
Sat., Aug 16: Music Fest at
Reachview Village, 10-11 a.m.
Excellent venue to perform in front a
live and appreciative audience. All welcome. 905-852-6487
Sat.,
Aug.
16:
Exploring
Horizons turns One! Speakers Ted
Barris & Ron Martyn. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
29 Toronto St. S. Food, games, prizes,
just for seniors! www.exploringhorizons.ca to register
Sat., Aug. 16: A Hodge-Podge of
Musical Talent, Trinity United
Church, 7:30 p.m. Admission is a
donation to be shared between
Uxbridge Music Scholarship and costs
of performance. Performers include

Travis & Brnet Smalley, Meghan
McKibbon, Mikaela Leandertz, Jennifer
Neveu, Laura Hughson, William
Nicholaou and more!

NEXT WEEK
Sat., Aug. 23, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike with some hills.
Meet at the trial entrance on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sat., Aug. 23 & Sun., Aug. 24:
Heritage Days, Uxbridge Historical
Centre. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Tractors,
antique cars, entertainment and food.
New Event - Horse Shoe Pitching - ask
for Bob to reserve a time of play.
$6/adults, under 12 free.
Sun.,
Aug.
24:
An
Interdenominational
Church
Service will be held at the Fifth Line
Church ( built 1870 ) at 9:30 a.m. This
Church was situated at Coppins Corner
& was moved to the Uxbridge Museum
Site in 1979.Perhaps your ancestors
attended this Church. Everyone welcome. Pastor Karen Croxall will lead
the Service.

UPCOMING
Aug.

25-29:

Trinity

United

Church Summer Day Camp. Make
friends, eat interesting food, race
through the wilderness and visit with
Moses! This VBS is open to ages 4-12.
For info and to register 905-852-6213
Wed., Aug. 27, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Brock/Wilder/Walker/Glen Major.
4+hr., 16+ km. fast pace loop hike with
hills. Meet at parking area on east side
of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham 21. Contact: Bob Comfort 905
473 2669
Wed., Aug. 27, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Uxbridge/Glasgow/Goodwood. This
is a moderate pace 2 hr. hike with moderate hills. Bring water and a snack.
Well-mannered dogs welcome. Join us
for lunch afterwards. Meet at parking
lot on east side of Conc. 2, 200 M
south of Webb Rd. Contact: Brian &
Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Fri., Aug. 29, I.O.D.E Butter Tarts
for sale at the Leaskdale General Store,
12-8p.m. Proceeds to local charities.
Sat., Aug. 30: Zephyr Garage
Sale 9 to 3 No charge for site. If you
wish to participate please contact
Georgie Sheard - georgie@sheard.net
or
June
Archibald
bobjunearchibald@gmail.com no later than
Aug. 15.
Sat., Aug. 30 & Sun., Aug. 31:
Maud's Garden of Quilts Show
Leaskdale Historic Church 11850

Lawn bowling enjoying a successful summer season
by Margery Cowley

Ryan played on a team to win
men's fours. Alex and Nathan
were runners up in the pairs contest. In the under 25 National,
Alex with his sister, Nicole, were
placed second with another player, Bill. Nicole LeBlanc was again
successful in the Provincial competition, winning a silver. Nicole
will be representing Ontario at
the National Under 18 competition. Alex and Nathan will also
be in Etobicoke this month.
Marion Chisholm and Jim
Barton were beaten in a close
match in the Provincial mixed
pairs, while Elaine Srevenson in
the Ladies Provincial Triples was
beaten in a tie-breaker.
Nevertheless, Uxbridge com-

mands great respect in lawn
bowling circles.
Although competition with other
clubs is important, the house
leagues give everyone a regular
game each week. Most members,
though, just enjoy playing the
game and taking part in our
weekend jitneys. Great fun, and
who knows, you might well win a
couple of dollars!
Thursday evenings are always
open to visitors and anyone is
welcome to come out to try and
bowl some bowls.

The lawn bowling club is well
into the second session with still
another month to enjoy before
summer's end.
The house league was completed without too much disruption
from
the
weather.
Ron
Monkman, Ron Marshall and
Norma Scott, a new member,
won for the Monday team. Doug
White, Ross Adams and Carol
McNaughton came first on
Tuesday. Doug was again the
winning skip for the Wednesday
doubles team with Nathan
Lofgren as vice. Those three
teams will play winners of this
second session for club champions.
Our
y o u n g
players
have been
playing
well
in
District
p l a y downs.
Finish Carpentry & Renovations
Teams can
be made
up from
different
clubs in
these competitions.
A l e x
LeBlanc,
N a t h a n Quality custom renovations for your veranda, office, bathroom,
and
his
closet, wainscotting, fireplace mantels and more!
Give us a call and ask for Paul.
brother

T h u r s d a y, A u g u s t 1 4 t h
Regional Road 1, 10 to 5 p.m. Lunch
and pie also available, admission $5

ONGOING
The Bohemian: A Prelude to War
Professional musical, based on work by
Robert Service, about life in France
before and during the Great War. Aug.
16, 22, 23, 26 & 29 at Fifth Line
Church, Uxbridge Historical Centre.
Starring Conrad Boyce and Jane
Loewen.
Maud of Leaskdale is back this summer at the Historic Leaskdale Church on
Thursday evenings, Saturday and
Sunday matinees. Visit lucymaudmontgomery.ca for details.
Sundays,
9
a.m.-1
p.m.,
Uxbridge
Farmers'
Market,
Uxbridge Arena parking lot until
October 29.
The Leaskdale Historic Church
and Manse Site is opened for tours
Wednesday to Sunday during August.
905-862-0808 or 905-852-5284
Uxbridge Historical Centre open
for tours Wed. to Sun. and holidays, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., until September 28.
Visit the new 'Uxbridge at War' exhibit
as part of your tour of the Centre's eight
heritage buildings. 7239 Conc. Rd. 6,
9 0 5 - 8 5 2 - 5 8 5 4 ,
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca, or go
to www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com
for more details.
Summer Luncheon Teas at the
Historic Leaskdale Church. Join us

2014

Wednesday afternoons for delicious 5course luncheons. See lucymaudmontgomery.ca for the full line up!
Family Caregiver Support Group
for those caring for someone with
Alzheimer's disease or a related
dementia. Last Tuesday of each month
(except December),1:30-3:30 p.m.,
Trinity United Church. Meet and
exchange ideas in a supportive environment. Support groups are facilitated
by a Family Support Coordinator. For
more information, call Alzheimer
Society Durham @ 1-888-301-1106
Got Talent? Uxbridge Fall Fair is
seeking performers for its “Uxbridge
Has Talent” contest Sept. 6 & 7. Call
Shanie at 905-852-4655 or Fran at
905-852-7471 for details.
Join IODE - IODE Chapter meets on
the first Wednesday of the month.
Women of all ages are invited to attend
and learn about volunteer work with
IODE. For more information, visit
www.iode.ca or call 905 852-6890.
Open Doors-St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 59 Toronto St., Uxbridge,
opens it doors to welcome visitors
Wednesdays in August, and Sun., Aug.
10 from 2-4 p.m.
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

SEE THE FOSTER MEMORIAL
AS YOU’VE NEVER
SEEN IT BEFORE
Special In-Depth Tour and Book Signing
with “Jewel on the Hill” author

CONRAD BOYCE
Saturday,
August 16, 2 p.m.
Thomas Foster
Memorial
9449 Concession 7
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A Cup of Coffee... with Andy Luukkonen
by Roger Varley

(Andy Luukkonen has whipped a good
number of Uxbridgians into shape over
the years as the owner of Body Fit gym.
But he has also done his best to whip the
community into shape, heading up various
events, including the annual Mud Run.
We thought it was time for him to put
down the weights and lift a cup of coffee
with us.)
Andy, you're the owner of Body Fit at the
old Dominion Auto building on Reach
Street. But didn't you start out at the Testa
Building?
Yes, I did. We started there in 1996, so
it's our 18th anniversary this year of
being in business.
Did you outgrow the space?
We outgrew the space, but there's a
couple of other reasons. We were always
looking for an opportunity to expand
and that location prohibited us from
roadside signage that was effective. So
we were looking, and we'd always had
our eyes on the old DA building. When
it came up we took a look at it and at
that point in time the Living Water
community church was already in there
and they were looking to separate it into
various multiple units. We chose the
space we're in now because it was the
newest part of the building and it was
open concept. And obviously we could
have roadside signage.
But it does point to the fact your business
was growing. Is it continuing to grow?
When you say growth, it depends on
what you're looking at. For me, I would
look at growth from a financial perspective, not just necessarily numbers. One
of the most common questions is: "How
many members do you have?" Well, the
number of members we have changes all
the time. It fluctuates with season, it
fluctuates with different places opening
up. Right now, our biggest growth is in
the area of personal training, group
training and team training.
You talk about other places opening up.
We have a new fitness place in town. Is
that a challenge for you?
I wouldnt necessarily say it's a challenge. It's nice to have competition in
town, because then you know why people like you or don't like you. But people are creatures of habit, I find, and
most people don't just jump ship right
away for one reason or
another. For me, that
competition is welcome. I have no problem with it. The other
place is different than
what I offer and so it
works. If everybody in
Uxbridge
benefits
from it, it's probably a
better thing.
It seems to me, Andy,
that in the last few years
there's been an explosion
of fitness paces in
Uxbridge, from yoga to
zumba to whatever.
What's happened?
It actually hasn't
changed a lot. Maybe
you're just noticing a
little more, but I

would say certainly through the years
and years I've been around fads come
around and they leave. And there's a difference between a fad and a trend. Yoga,
I think, has been around for such a long
time and it's been gaining more acceptance. That's not new: it's just that people are noticing it more because it's a
bigger buzz word. Things such as
zumba, that's a very specific style of
class that people like. It's more of a
Latin dance workout. I wouldn't say
yoga is in competition with what we
do. Have you noticed the cross-fit
trend that's been coming out in the
past couple of years? I don't think
we'll see one in Uxbridge because we
don't have the population to support
it. It's more of an extreme type of
sport. But we're starting to hear of
these things more.
You've been in fitness for a long time
now.
Yes, pretty much since graduating
university.
But also in school. You played football,
I believe.
Yes, I played both junior and senior
(at Uxbridge Secondary School). My
big thing in high school was track
and field. I'm a thrower.
Javelin, right?
Yes, that's right. In high school my
best ranking was first in the province
and from there I competed at the
national junior level and I was ranked in
the top 10 in Canada at that time. But
even now, all three of my boys throw in
school so I coach them.
When you say throwing, I know you did
javelin, but did you also do other disciplines like discuss and hammer?
Throwing generally comprises three
main disciplines: discus, javelin and
shot put.
And how were you in discus and shot put?
Good. I always qualified for provincial.
I never ranked very high with them, but
you'll find that most throwers will focus
on one main discipline and that's where
they will excel. They are not the same:
even though people consider them a
throw, it's not the same. A lot of discus
and shot put throwers are big, tall guys
that are very massive. Whereas with
javelin, some of the world record holders are not even six feet tall. They're
small guys. It's all technique.
Just as a by-the-by, what was your best
throw ever?
The best throw when I competed in
high school was 55 metres 10 centimetres. It's a ways, but there's guys out

there that throw a heckuva lot better
than I did. That was when I was 16.
But the javelin is not the only thing
you've sent flying. I understand you hit a
golf ball a long way.
Yes, I used to compete professional in
long drive. I only did that for two summers. That was something I got into as
a result of competing in several fun
tournaments in the area and somebody

said: "You know, you should really try
long drive." I didn't know what it was at
the time so I did some research on the
Internet and the big one at the time was
the ReMax North American championship, which is always held down in
Vegas. I thought that I would give it a
try and I found out about local competitions. It works like a circuit. You have
to compete in regional local qualifiers.
So I never did make it down to Vegas. I
made it to the Canadian championship
- this would have been in 2000 or 2001
- at the Cardinal golf club in

Newmarket and I was in the top 20 at
that competition, but I was in the top
10 of the Canadians because there are
more than just Canadians that travel
that circuit.
And again, what's the longest you ever hit
a golf ball?
The longest I hit at that series was 352
yards in competition. But they measure
differently. They don't measure undulations in the ground. It's laser beam
straight.
You seem to have a real connection to
this town, Andy. You're always popping up at council for things like the
Mud Run. Where did that start?
The Mud Run is something that
came to me through my friend Erin
Bennett. He's also an Uxbridge boy.
He inherited the Wood Newton
property and because he had experience with a lot of events that happen in the United States, he suggested trying a mud run. I didn't know
what it was at the time so I Googled
it and thought, "Wow, that looks
pretty cool." That was it. We went
to council and asked if it was okay
to run something like this because it
was a pre-existing cross-country ski
resort and the trail system was
already there. That was in 2011. It
worked out really well. When we
started, our goal was not to make
money. That wasn't the point of it at all.
The idea is to have fun with it as a
fundraiser and the fundraiser was for
JumpStart. This will be our fourth year.
If I'm not mistaken, the Mud Run is not
the only event you've been involved in.
Oh, I've been involved in many. I've
been involved with the Highland games,
with RibFest, the Barton Farms Easter
egg hunt. I was one of the founders for
that. And the Toy Drive. Pat Higgins
has always been the main organizer of it,
but I work hand in hand with him on
that. And then the Uxbridge Baseball

Association. I'm a big part of that. I
coach and I'm also on the executive.
You've got a business to run and that
would put a lot on your plate to start with.
So why do you get involved with all thes
other things?
It's one of my core values. Giving
money to things seems to be everybody's solution and I disagree with that.
You're going to find that most of these
things in town fail because people don't
want to give their time anymore. I don't
want to see anything fail. I make sure
things at the business are taken care of
and I have fantastic staff. But community involvement is a big part of my core
values and giving my time is as important as giving money.
Andy, thank you.
Thank you.

The parents of
Kerri Groff and
Ryan Grundie are
very happy to
announce

Kerri & Ryan’s
upcoming wedding
on October 4, 2014
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
MADE
IN

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

905-852-5313

UXBRIDGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

DOOR SERVICE INC.
Garage Doors & Openers
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ISN’T

IT TIME YOU OWNED

A

GILLDERCROFT?

9269
3rd Concession

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

NO JOB TOO
BIG OR SMALL!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN
416-702-6604

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Services

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

FACTORY TILE
“The heavens are
OUTLET
yours, and yours also
the earth...”
Psalms 89:11
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls

Italian 12” x 24”
porcelain tile, now
on sale!

$2.99 / sq. ft.

Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for
up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Get linked online for only $5 more!
Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. Local Realtor
Contest. Email a photo of my new auto advertising and win a $50.00 Tim Horton's Gift
Card. 416-567-4282 8/28
CHILD CARE required for 4 yr old boy for
before and/or after school starting in Sept.
Open to full or part time. Car required. Pls
call Lori at 416-200-5615 8/14
FINALLY! Do you work hard for your money
but feel like you're no further ahead? We
help middle class families get a handle on
their finances. We are social service workers,
not scam artists! When you're ready…Janet
Ries,
RSSW
905-442-8801
www.TheMoneyCounsellor.com 8/14
ST. JOSEPH’S AREA CHILD CARE:
Before & after care available for St. Joseph’s
students. Call Jen Foote, 905-852-2778
8/14
FRAMELESS GLASS AND SHOWER
DOORS Mirror Walls, Doors & Board Doors,
Fogged Thermal Replacement and More!
705-228-8237, 416-573-0996, or visit
www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca 8/21
ACCOUNTING,
BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate
clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-8527281 11/20
HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and installations, carpentry, rough and finish, flooring
repairs, tile repairs, rugs, painting (interior &
exterior) electrical repairs, drywall repairs
and ceilings. Call 905-852-1424 8/14
PHOTOGRAPHY AND WEB DESIGN:
Wedding, Event, Portrait. Web Design for
Mobile, Desktop. Graphic Design and Social
Media. Call Wright Web Photo, 905-8529520. www.wrightwebphoto.com 8/28
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,

Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
8/28
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
8/28
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454 8/28

For Sale
PUPPIES: Border Collie Cross Aussie. 9
weeks old. Mosly black and white, photos on
fnhappyfarm facebook. $400. Contact at
angela@fnhappyfarm.ca. 8/14
LAWNMOWER - John Deere, 430 Diesel,
60” cut, low hours, 678 debris collection system, $8000. Serious lawnmower for large
estate/farm. 647-933-7788 8/14
MOTORHOME, 29', 2005 Chev chassis,
gas-powered, 88,000 km, excellent condition, new $100,000, sell $25,000, Uxbridge
647-933-7788 8/14
FURNITURE: Laz-y-boy rocker, microsuede
sofa, excellent condition. End table, lamp, television. Perfect for going away to school.
905-852-2112
2014 25’ TOWABLE RV, immaculate condition. 905-852-7634 8/14
HAY BALES, stored inside. 905-852-7634
8/14
STAY WARM THIS WINTER! Seasoned,
local firewood available. We deliver & stack.
Bush cord $400, Face $160. Taylor 416-4607667 nvfirewoodsales@gmail.com 8/25

Wanted
EXPERIENCED BASEMENT REPAIR SPECIALIST - 905-852-7634 8/14
STABLE HELP REQUIRED, 2-3 hrs, mornings, Mon.-Fri., Goodwood. 905-640-3818

8/21
TURF COVER is hiring seasonal full-time
gardeners that are available to start immediately, work until approx. mid-November.
Please send resumé to turfcoverinc@powergate.ca 8/14

For Rent
HOUSE - 3 bdrm, all new appliances,
$1,350 + utilities. Call 905-852-2081
8/28
LARGE FURNISHED BEDROOM for working person. Utilites and parking included. No
smoking or pets. $525/mo. 905-852-4454
8/28
HORSE ACREAGE: excellent fencing,
pruned trees 905-852-7634
8/18

Yard Sales
DOWNSIZING! Sat., Aug. 16, 8 a.m.
8 Remion Cres. (Barton Farms)
SAT., AUG. 16, 8 - 1 p.m., 6500 Conc 4.
Furniture, sports, home & garden, rain or
shine.
SANDFORD: Sat., Aug. 16, 8 a.m. - noon.
18 Taylor Dr.

Events
JACK & JILL PARTY for Kerri Groff and
Ryan Grundie, Sept. 5, 7:00 p.m., Thornton
Dundee Centre, 210 Thornton Rd. N.,
Oshawa. For tickets 905-640-5368, $10 ea.
8/14
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Stemp’s Stew
For
years,
Canadians
have
been
concerned
about
the
amount of tax
dollars that
were transferred to the many Indian bands in
Canada with very little accounting as to
how the money was used. In spite of this
major injection of funds, we heard
about the poverty that prevailed
amongst the people, including mediocre
health care and poor housing.
Meanwhile, we saw evidence of band
councils with members pulling down
huge salaries and benefits and living the
good life at the expense of their band
members.
Well at last our government decided it
was time to do something about it and
passed the new transparency law that
requires aboriginal politicians to disclose
their pay and band council finances.
The law brought them in-line with
municipal, provincial and federal politicians, who have had to annually disclose
their pay, and their administration's
budget information, to the public.
When the law went into effect, it wasn't
surprising that the 'stuff' hit the fan,
especially when it was discovered that
one Chief took home close to $1 million
in salary, bonus and benefits. And this
while band members lived in below
standard housing with limited health
care. And some were bullied and
harassed if they dared ask what was happening to all the government funds
received by the band.
So the recent 'disclosure' move by PM
Harper and his Conservative government was music to the ears of band
members, some of whom have initiated
legal suits against council members,
demanding to know how the millions
and millions of tax dollars have been
used. So it was hard to imagine what
Liberal leader Justin Trudeau was smoking when he announced that, as Prime
Minister, he would scrap this new transparency law and go back to the status
quo of secrecy as to what band councils
were doing with our tax dollars. For
grassroots band members that have been
bullied, harassed and assaulted for asking questions on reserves about how
public funds are spent, Trudeau's position is a damning one. Some of the stories we have heard over the years from
those on reserves concerning crooked

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to
call into our office number, 905-852-1900, and cor-

rectly identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize - this
week, it’s two tickets to The Bohemian at the Uxbridge Historical
Centre. Last week’s VP was not guessed! Hint: say a prayer and
you just might get it right!

Photo by Paige Cassibo

2014

with Harry Stemp

leaders are absolutely heartbreaking. A
while back, one man told how he went
out to pick up some milk one day and
came home to find a death threat
scrawled on his driveway. Why? Because
he had been asking questions in his
community about how public funds
were spent.
With an election in the not too distant
future, no doubt most right thinking
Canadians will be hoping that Trudeau,
and his party, will rethink this stand and
show compassion for how our native
peoples are forced to live in spite of the
millions of tax dollars sent to make their
lives easier. Guess we will just have to
wait and see. Meanwhile, band councillors have to reveal their remuneration
and their suffering peoples will be able
to rebel and make their voices heard and
many Canadians will be saying - “it's
about time”.
---------There has been a lot of discussion about
how to increase voter turnout in municipal, provincial and federal elections.
Many Canadians take our freedom to
vote for granted and just can't be bothered to go out and cast their ballot,
despite the fact that many Canadians
lost their lives in two major wars to
make sure we have that freedom. Many
municipalities have taken steps to make
voting more convenient, such as mail in
ballots, which we enjoy in Uxbridge. So
far it hasn't worked.
Ideas have been tossed around, some
even suggesting a fine on tax bills for
those who don't vote. Well now we

Twins
NAILS& SPA
905-852-9009

Registered Massage
Therapy

learn of one municipality that has decided to abandon the mail-in ballot and go
hi-tech. Voting in the Ontario community of Leamington's next municipal
election will be as simple as the click of
a mouse. The municipality is slated to
become the first in Ontario to offer
Internet voting only for the Oct. 27
election.
Leamington did away with polling stations long ago. The town has offered
vote by mail for the past four elections.
Since this is something new, no one
knows just how voter interest might
improve via the Internet, and although
it is expected there will be some cost savings, no one seems to know what that
figure will be. There will be a couple of
polling stations for those who don't
have Internet access, where election
assistants will be on hand to help people
log their vote on a tablet or computer.
Computers will also be available at the
library. Municipal staff will take computers to area nursing and retirement
homes, accompanied by election assistants ready to lend a hand. As always,
residents must be on the voters' list in
order to participate. Everyone on the list
will receive a personal password that
affords them a one-time log in to vote.
Voting can also be done on a hand-held
device, which they are hoping will
encourage younger people to cast their
ballot. It should also be attractive to
snowbirds who can cast their ballot
regardless of where they are located.
As I have said before, it's hard to
understand, after what our troops have

done in two world wars to guarantee our
right to vote, why the turnout is so low.
But guess we have to accept that as a fact
of life, and if the new age technology
accomplishes a higher vote then, in my
opinion, we should embrace it and

Therapeutic Massage

Created and Directed by Conrad Boyce
Music by Bonnie Lawrence and Val Dean

for stress, stiffness, pain
and headaches
•Thai Massage
•Hot Stone Massage
•Pain Therapy
•Swedish Massage
Price List
30 Mins
45 Mins
60 Mins
90 Mins

$45
$60
$80
$110

We Also Offer
Relaxing Massage

Mon - Sat: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday: Closed

VIEWPOINTS

T h u r s d a y, A u g u s t 1 4 t h

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)
www.twinsnails.ca

Price List
30 Mins
45 Mins
60 Mins
90 Mins

$30
$45
$55
$85

move on. I am sure the experience in
Leamington will be watched closely by
municipalities right across Ontario and,
who knows, we may see it here in
Uxbridge in the future.

OUR BURGERS ARE BACK!!! PRIME RIB, 6 OZ., 8 OZ. --YOUR BARBEQUE DESERVES ONLY THE FINEST!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-852-9892

A Tribute to the
Centennial of World War I
Boyce Entertainment
presents

Featuring

Conrad Boyce and Jane Loewen
Based on "Ballads of a Bohemian"
by Robert W. Service

Fifth Line Church,
Uxbridge Historical Centre
Showtime 7:30 pm
Tickets $25, $20
for students and seniors
at Blue Heron Books
62 Brock Street West
905-852-4282

Show Dates:
Only18,
5 19,
shows
left!
July
22, 25,
26 & 29
16,
22,
23,
August 5, 12, 16, 22, 26
23, &
2629
& 29

BLACKBURN, SARA LUELLA
née: Pettinger

August 31, 1921 - August 10, 2014

• NAILS CARE
• EYELASH EXTENSION
• WAXING
• SKIN CARE

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
AUGUST 15 - NANCY HALL
Nancy Hall was the first performer at the Foster Memorial
for our Friends of the Foster Concerts nearly 20 years ago.
She plays guitar and sings in a folk style with a wide selection of music. Come out for the evening to enjoy a toe-tapping good time!

Entered into rest peacefully at her home on Sunday morning. Beloved
wife of the late Harvey Blackburn. Loving mother of Cec (Penny predeceased), Bert & Gale, Sara (Sally) & James Jemison, Eric & Gail
and Luanne & Brian Evans. Cherished Grandma of Angela &
Andrew McNabb, Christy & Paul Mayrs, Rebecca, Amber & Dave
Clark, Kandice & Pius Bachmann, Tyler, Daniel & Carlean Evans,
Joel & Heather Evans, Michael & Veronica Evans, Paul & Brittany
Evans, Rubyanne & fiancé Caleb May and Timothy Evans. Proud
Great Grandma of Keagan & Grady Mayrs, Abigail Clark, Xander &
Felix Evans, Jane, Harvey & Hazel Evans, Nathanael & Ava Evans.
Luella was predeceased by her parents Cecil & Vera Pettinger, her
brother Captain RD Pettinger, her sister-in-law Alma.
Luella dedicated her life to her family, church and community.
Resting at the Low & Low Funeral Home, Uxbridge (23 Main Street
South, (905) 852-3073) on Thursday, August 14, 2014 from 6-9 p.m.
Funeral service to be held at St. Paul's Leaksdale Church 12251
Regional Road #1, on Friday, August 15, 2014 at 12 noon. Visiting
one hour before. Reception to follow. Interment in Uxbridge Cemetery.
In Luella's memory donations may be made to St. Paul's Leaskdale
Church or Community Care Durham (The Respite Program).
For online condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca.
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Cat shot and poisoned by unknown culprits
by Shelagh Damus
On Wednesday, July 26, Caolila, a 14month old cat belonging to the Martin
family, went from being “a very affectionate, personable and extremely
friendly pet” to being “helplessly paralyzed” due to ingesting or inhaling a suspected poison. According to Caroline
Martin, the cat exhibited funny little
sneezes and then curled into a tight ball
with her eyes pinched shut. Unfamiliar
with the signs of poisoning, the family
assumed the cat had simply chosen a
new sleep position. They began to be
concerned when Caolila refused her
food. When the cat's back legs began to
shake such that she could no longer
walk, they scooped her up as “she cried
out in pain.” The family rushed Caolila
to a vet hospital where she underwent a
battery of tests to diagnose her condition.
The symptoms suggested poisoning.
The sneezes, the tightly closed eyes,
decreased appetite and shaking were
consistent with having “sniffed or eaten
a deadly poison.” Caolila was also found
to have a BB gun pellet lodged in her
hind leg, although they were told it had
been there for a number of weeks.
Nine hours after the initial symptoms
appeared, the cat began having seizures.
She was put into a medicated coma. The
difficulty with treating a poisoning is in
determining which substance is the culprit so the appropriate antidote can be
administered. The treatments administered to Caolila were unsuccessful and at
the 21-hour mark, the Martin family
made the difficult decision to allow the
“vets to put [Caolila] out of her misery.”
The only way for the Martin family to
determine which toxin may have taken
Caolila's life was an autopsy. This was an
option that was considered cost-prohibitive, as it would have been in addition to
the $2,500 bill incurred trying to save

her. It was suggested to the Martin family that Caolila's signs and symptoms
were consistent with being poisoned by
metaldehyde, which is commonly found
in slug/snail bait, pesticides and camping oil.
Caroline Martin says she would like to
think that this was an accidental poisoning. The vet suggested she do what she
could to make her neighborhood aware
of the toxicity of metaldehyde and its
devastating effects on an animal's central
nervous system. There are “far better
slug traps or killers that are not toxic to
children, cats or dogs,” Martin claims.
It is the BB gunshot wound that suggests something more ominous. A couple of weeks ago, Martin witnessed an
area resident, within the downtown core
of Uxbridge, use a BB
gun in his backyard.
She was unsure what,
if anything, he was
shooting at, but was
concerned enough to
contact the police.
Given
Caolila's
injuries from a BB
gun and from the
poison, Martin is
understandably concerned.
The township of
Uxbridge has very
clear bylaws with
respect to animals.
Dogs are the most
controlled of pets.
Licenses are required,
and must be renewed
on a yearly basis.
They must be leashed
when they are away
from their household.
Cats need not be
licensed, nor are they
required to be on a
leash when they are

away from their household. However,
the bylaw clearly states that “no Person
shall permit or allow an Animal to be At
Large within the limits of the
Municipality”.
Martin wants people to be made aware
that BB guns are not a deterrent because
a cat doesn't know what caused the pain
in their side. Martin says “Cats hate
water, so spraying them with a hose or
setting up a motion sensor water system
will definitely keep cats and most animals off property. Even a couple of
Dollar Store rubber snakes make a great
and cheap cat deterrent.”
The real protection may lie in following
the bylaws that are there to protect both
the animal and home owner.

What is YOUR
Headache Pattern?
All headaches are not created
equally. Some are felt at the
top of the head, others are
felt over the eyes etc. The
pattern helps to determine
which tissue is the culprit
that refers, or sends, the pain
up to the head.
Take a look at the four
pictures. Which one most
closely
models
your
headache? Once this is
confirmed with an examination, treatment is directed at
that pain generating joint,
nerve or muscle.
A combination of strategies
are used to restore function.
The result is NO MORE
HEADACHES!!! Imagine a
pain-free life.
Call today and get on the
road to recovery. Mention
this article for a no-charge
consultation.

