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PINKS - It’s always a good time wearing glittery bows and waving like a celebrity to the huge crowds that line Brock Street for the Santa Claus Parade, as these young ladies did Saturday in one of the biggest parades in recent
Uxbridge memory. For more photos, see page 6. Photo by Stuart Blower.

Ashworth Road farmers tops in Canada
Half of Canada’s top young farmers come from
Uxbridge Township, after being awarded the
honour on the weekend in Victoria, B.C.
Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmers for
2010 are Lauren and Ryan Maurer of
Saskatchewan, and Steve and Lisa Cooper of
Ashworth Road south of Zephyr. The Maurers
operate an 11,000 acre grain farm at Grenfell,
Saskatchewan, and the Coopers (who were
named Ontario’s top young farmers in April of
this year) run 300 acres, including a 60-acre
market garden on their local farm.
The couples received the OYF awards at the
organization’s annual event in Victoria on
November 26. The two winning couples were
chosen from the seven 2010 regional finalists.
Federal Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz and
Steven L. Pointe, Lieutenant Governor of B.C.
were both on hand for the awards banquet
announcing the 2010 winners.
“In the increasingly competitive agricultural
marketplace, this year’s OYF winners have used
marketing to their business advantage,” says
Brian Newcombe, OYF president. “Whether
for selling prairie grains or Ontario fresh produce, the Maurers and Coopers demonstrate
the innovative and entrepreneurial spirit that
OYF is so proud to recognize in Canadian agriculture.”

Steve and Lisa Cooper have a clear vision to
“excite the senses” for visitors to their market
garden operation near Zephry. Cooper’s CSA
Farm & Maze grows more than 30 different
market garden crops, raises goats, chickens and
turkeys, marketing directly to the public
through “u-pick” and community shared agriculture (CSA).
Unlike many farm couples, Steve and Lisa met
outside the agricultural world, while they both
worked for IBM. Steve – who was from a farm
background – and Lisa, soon headed to
Ridgetown College to study agriculture. In
1993, they purchased a farm with the help of
Steve’s father and ran a cow/calf herd and small
sweet corn business. A few years later they
added a market garden and began selling at
farmers’ markets. In 2000, they replaced the
cattle with meat goats, and the cash crops with
an on-farm store and agri-tainment.
To help bridge the gap between field and
plate, the Coopers added community shared
agriculture to their operation in 2007 with 50
families paying to receive a weekly basket of
vegetables for 20 weeks. In 2009, there were
460 families on the program that had expanded to include summer meat and winter deliveries. The Coopers continue to listen and stay
close to their customers, using many tools to

market to them – including Google ads, customer loyalty cards, email updates and customer referral rewards.
Continuing education and networking are
important to Steve and Lisa, and the success of
their operation. They are both graduates of the
Advanced Agricultural Leadership Program
(AALP). They also serve on the boards of many
area farmers’ markets and minor sports teams.
Their two teenage children are actively
involved in the farm – serving customers and
looking after the corn maze maintenance.
In an interview shortly after their return from
Victoria, Steve said the trip was exciting for the
whole family.
“Of course it snowed while we were out there
- the cabs had chains - and we got blamed, but
it was a great adventure.”
The Coopers underwent several interviews
and made a 15-minute presentation to the convention before receiving the award.
“The only material prize was a belt buckle for
me and a broach for Lisa,” Steve said. “But it
was a great honour that recognizes the hard
work we’ve been doing. And the networking
opportunity was priceless; as winners, we’ll get
invited back to more of the OYF gatherings.”

Mallards, Testa Pond by Renee Leahy
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The cost of red tape: one man’s experience
by Roger Varley
Uxbridge businessman Andy Fiddes
claims his plans to establish an arts
centre could cost him more than
$16,000 to go through a minor
rezoning application, with no guarantee that his application would be
approved.
Mr. Fiddes attended a “pre-consultation” with township staff last
month, at which he was informed of
the various stages and studies that
he might have to pay for if he makes
an application to change the zoning
of his building on Maple Street
from industrial to commercial. The
building housed the Montgomery

woodworking company before he
bought it seven years ago. Since
then, Mr. Fiddes has operated a
wholesale fibre arts distribution
company out of the two-storey
building. Now he wants to turn the
top floor into a haven for the arts,
with plans for a small permanent art
gallery and space for art classes,
rehearsals, pottery making and the
like.
Mr. Fiddes said his plan would not
require any structural changes to the
building, either inside or out, nor
does he plan any landscaping
changes. However, to change the
use of the second floor, he needs to
have the building rezoned.

He showed the Cosmos a list of the
charges he would and could face.
He would be required to pay a set
fee of $3,345 to file the application.
Then he would have to file a site
plan, which would cost $2,780, a
planning fee of $500 to Durham
Region, $260 to the fire department
and $400 to the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority. He
then would have to pay another
$500 to the LSRCA further down
the line.
But on top of that, he would be
required to pay for a noise survey, a
vibration survey, a storm water
management plan and an environmental assessment, which he calculates could cost another $6,000 in
total. Add $2,000 for a possible survey and he's facing $16,000. That
doesn't include paying the township's consultant fees and legal fees,
his own legal fees and for any other
studies that might be thrown at
him.
Mr. Fiddes said he's been a member of the arts community for years
and recognizes the need for an arts

Sandford News
with Pat Asling
Countdown days! So many things to
see and do but don't let that obscure
the real reason for the season...
Bruce and Janet Smith enjoyed a few
days in Illinois visiting friends and relatives of Janet's. Dorothy Baker,
Dorothy Risebrough and Harry
Johnson have all passed another milestone in their well lived lives. It is great
to be able to report that Deborah
Clements is home following her surgery and able to be up and around.
WE all wish her a very speedy recovery. With her usual joie de vivre that
will happen...
The church annual beef supper was a
huge success. The turnout was good as
well over 200 people were served. The
dishwasher was broken but in its place
there were three young ladies who did



centre in the downtown area.
“If I can pay just a part of my taxes
(on the building) through arts
rental, then I'm happy,” he said.
“Everybody thinks it's a great idea.
Artists have come in to say they're
overjoyed with the idea. It would be
an arts facility at absolutely no cost
to the Township.”
But it is items such as the noise
and vibration studies and the storm
water management plan and the
“possible other studies” that perplex
him. Other possible studies that he
might be required to pay for down
the road include a heritage impact
statement, a land use compatibility
study, soil quality, traffic impact
analysis, plus a bunch of possible
studies required in the Uxbridge
urban area.
“I'm willing to spend the $16,000,
but not if it's a bottomless pit,” he
said.
He noted that the noise and vibration studies are required because of
the building's proximity to the train
tracks. But Mr. Fiddes pointed out
that the tracks end behind his build-

ing and so there is no train traffic to
cause noise or vibrations.
Township CAO Ingrid Svelnis said
she understood Mr. Fiddes' reactions, but noted that the Township's
fees are set and some of the studies
listed are required because of
provincial legislation. Asked why
Mr. Fiddes would have to pay for a
storm water management plan
when he plans no landscaping or
structural changes, Ms. Svelnis said
she didn't know if the property in
question had ever had one done in
the past. As for the noise and vibration studies, she said even though
the tracks end behind the building,
it is possible GO trains could be
running past the building in the
future.
“We know what Mr. Fiddes wants
to do,” she said. “We would like
him to come to council and promote it. Council might think it's a
wonderful idea.”
She indicated it might be possible
for council to decide some of the
studies need not be done.

a super job. Thanks girls and thanks
also to all who contributed in any
way. It really takes a cooperative
effort to carry something like this
off and the sense of family one of
the main benefits...
On Nov.19 I was privileged to give a
talk to the UCW ladies on
“Methodism Before Union”. Some
ladies from Zephyr and Mount Albert
were our guests. One of the things we
learned was that a group of German
Lutherans, who had first fled Catholic
persecution in France, settled in
Ireland, were converted to Methodism
by John Wesley, immigrated to the US
before coming to Canada, and were
highly instrumental in establishing
Methodism in Canada. They were
called Irish Pallatines, after the region
they left in Germany.
The previous evening I had gone to
the Sunderland Historical Centre with
the Uxbridge Genealogical Society

(the Society celebrated 10 years of life
that night). There I was astounded to
see, on the wall, a history of some
Pallatines who settled in Brock Twp.
Who knew? My only previous experience with Pallatines was in Belize
where Pallatine nuns run one of the
major Catholic high schools and also
first established a medical clinic in the
town where I lived...
In a packed Leaskdale church
Saturday night some Sandford residents enjoyed a wonderful concert.
Bill McKee and Mary Dube bookended a number of highly talented children and youth. Lots more music
coming up, including our Candlelight
service on Sunday, Dec. 5, 7:00 p.m.
at the church! The choir is in fine
voice...
This past Sunday was the first of
Advent. Our puppet friend Rebecca
educated us about why this Sunday is
considered the first in the church year.
Bruce and Janet Smith lit the
Advent candle for HOPE. It
was also communion. Next
Sunday is Peace Sunday please join us at 9:30 am in
Zephyr or 11:00 am in
Sandford. On the 12th we
celebrate giving with a White
Gift service. The Zephyr congregation will gather after for
a potluck meal together. On
Wednesday the 15th there
will be a Blue Christmas
Service, held at Sandford,
2:00 p.m. There will be
Christmas eve services at
both churches...
This Wednesday our UCW
ladies will be serving for the
Souper's lunch, at the
Presbyterian Church. There
will be at least one more for
us in the winter months. It is
always a fun time.
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Let’s knock out hunger!
For most of us, the past two years, has
meant less spending, fewer nights out and
holding off on large purchases. While the
financial cut backs have been primarily a
set back for most of us and more of a
reduction on spending for our “wants”,
our needs have not been inconvenienced.
“Despite some overwhelming local support, the basic needs in our community
still remain higher than just two years ago”
according to Betty Bingham, Chair Person
of Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank.
Now in its 21st year, Uxbridge Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank is a charitable, nonprofit organization that supplies primarily,
non-perishable items to individuals and
families living in the Township of
Uxbridge.
“The charity regularly receives much
needed non-perishable items and this
year’s holiday wish list includes: canned
tomatoes, Pancake Mix, Syrup, spaghetti/pasta sauce, dry cereal, Hamburger
Helper, Tuna Helper, canned fruit, canned
vegetables, Muffin Mix and Pork &
Beans”, says Bingham. Typically, many
donations to the Food Bank include baby
food (formula, cereal, jarred food etc.) but
at the moment they don't have any clients
with babies, prompting Bingham to say,
“It's very thoughtful but the baby food

takes up much needed space for the items
that they do need.”
Cash donations are also very welcome.
“Bread, milk, cheese and other perishable
items are purchased by the Food Bank on
a regular basis”, say Bingham.
In addition to community support and
donations, Bingham is pleased to receive
the annual support from Scott Campsall
of Okami Kai and Andy Luukkonen of
Body Fit Health Club. Now in its 12th
year, the Knock Out Hunger Open House
starts Monday December 6th at 6pm at
141 Reach St in Uxbridge (Body Fit
Health Club).
“While the event takes place on one
evening, the collection takes place over a
few weeks,” says Campsall. “Donating is
as easy as bringing in a food item to Body
Fit Health Club and putting it under the
Christmas tree.”
All money raised will go to the Loaves
and Fishes Food Bank. “The event is
geared
towards
kids”,
explains
Luukkonen. There will be face painting, a
really cool Karate Demo, the local Scouts
will be in attendance, food and refreshments are compliments of Subway
Uxbridge and Cutie Pies and Cakes, and
once again Santa is paying a special visit
and will be bringing presents for the first
100!
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Music Hall concert features all-star cast
The Music Hall is hosting what organizers will become a new Uxbridge Christmas tradition. They are inviting your family to a cozy evening of song, music, poetry, drama, hand bells and comedy, to reminisce about
Christmas experiences "past", redirect your attention to the fun of Christmas "present" while aiding recipients of the Children's Wish Foundation. Following the sentiments of those who were fortunate to see the
Uxbridge Unplugged Show in September, Tamara Williamson and Ryleepuss Productions have put together a star-studded, one night only, celebration of Christmas. The evening includes a mix of local folks and
visiting artists in order to provide a variety of entertainment.
Who better to host such a family event than Sunderland's own Neil Crone, noted author, comedian and
star of Little Mosque on the Prairie. A live auction, led by Graham Wilson, will also be part of the evening
to help you with your Christmas shopping. Highlighted will be unique and coveted gifts like riding lessons, an I-pod, two designer decorated urns and a few more surprises to coax your bids. As a means of
adding to the festivities, “surprise gifts” will be given to select audience members.
Our own Leah Daniels will captivate us with her own brand of country rock warmth and heartfelt lyrics
that reflect on real events that have touched her life, including those early days on the farm. The evening's
performers include visiting artists, Pavlov's Dog Handbell Ensemble, who will demonstrate their own
unique renditions of Christmas tunes. Uxbridge talent from Tom Baker's piano accompaniment to Maddy
Eddy's fabulous voice. As well as Chris Saunders' guitar solo's set the standard for instrumental excellence.
Carlie Laidlaw, and Nancy Hall will have you reminiscing and tapping your toes while they express their
feelings of Christmas in songs chosen especially by them.
The poems, stories and skits shared by various other participants, will only enhance the warmth of this
evening and inspire a feeling of joy to be carried forth in the holiday weeks to come.
So gather your friends and family and enjoy an evening dedicated to the joy and collective celebration of
the Christmas season. Only one evening, Friday December 10 at 8:00 pm at the Uxbridge Music Hall.
Tickets are available at Woods & Woods or 1/2 hour before the start of the evening performance at the
Music Hall Box Office. The Canadian Tire Toy Drive Van will be parked outside if anyone would like to
bring unwrapped toys for the community children.

Youth Choir celebrates seasonal sounds
The Uxbridge Youth Choir Sing the Sounds of the Season!! The UYC invites you to a glorious
evening of children's voices raised in song, celebrating Christmas and the winter holiday season.
Conducted by Jennifer Neveu-Cook and accompanied by Jackie Crawford, the Uxbridge Youth
Choir is an all-auditioned group of young, talented singers ranging from age 6 to 16. Formerly
comprised of a Junior Choir and an Intermediate Choir, the UYC is also excited to showcase
their newest ensemble, The Director's Choir. The UYC has enjoyed great success in the past few
years receiving great accolades at local music festivals and also winning Gold awards at the
National Music Festival. The Intermediate Choir will be traveling to Richmond, B.C. in May
2011 to perform once again at The Nationals. The UYC will sing a wide variety of songs ranging from Bach to contemporary American and Canadian composers. Come enjoy a fabulous
evening of holiday music presented by these local and very talented young singers!

Meet Me @ the Library
by Shannon Fleming
and Sean Wetselaar

Happy (Premature) Holidays
from the Library
With the holiday season fast approaching,
we are preparing for the festivities in style
with our annual decorating of the
Uxbridge Public Library. By the time this
edition hits the shelves, the building will
most likely be covered with tinsel, colourful lights and Christmas trees. With the
first snowfall coming just in time for the
Santa Claus Parade, everyone in town is
beginning to feel the holiday spirit, and
we’re no exception.
After a year’s hiatus, the library entered
the parade with a float designed by our
own Deanna Gregorio and assembled by
numerous local student volunteers. It was
modelled after the well-known Christmas
tale “The Night Before Christmas”. The
float was decked out with a chimney, a
wise reader telling the famous story, and a
group of excited listeners. Two books at
the head of the float lay open: one
spawned a Christmas tree; the other, two
reindeer. Manned by library staff, their
families, and student volunteers alike, the
float was a great success.
Unlike last year, the Uxbridge Public
Library did not serve hot chocolate and
biscuits following the parade. This popu-

lar event was open to the public – anyone
could feel free to stop by after the main
attraction to eat, drink, and be merry.
The library will be hosting something
similar from Monday December 20th to
Thursday December 23rd from 11 a.m.
to closing time. We’ll be giving away
cookies, hot drinks and punch for any
patrons interested in joining us for a holiday treat.
Although it might seem far away right
now, the holidays are fast approaching
and soon we’ll all be celebrating the “most
wonderful time of the year”. This season,
it’s a great idea to take some time and
smell the Christmas roses. Check out the
local community events that always occur
this time of year and enjoy the festivities!
What’s New: The library has managed to
obtain a copy of this year’s Giller Prize
winner, The Sentimentalists by Johanna
Shively Skibsrud, despite its current limited status. We also have the recently published Stolen Identity, written by Uxbridge
resident Lucia Van der Gulik.
What’s Happening: Children 12 and
under are still invited to take part in our
Collage Contest to celebrate our 123rd
birthday. Entries can be submitted until
December 9th and final prizes will be
announced on December 11th. For more
information on what’s happening at the
library, come pick up a newsletter at one
of the circulation desks.

The tradition continues . . .

Handel's
in the 16th biennial production - with a chorus of 100,
and professional orchestra. Thomas Baker, director.

Monday, Dec. 20 & Tuesday, Dec. 21, 8 p.m.
Trinity United Church, First Ave., Uxbridge
Goodwill donation at the door ($20 suggested)

Advance tickets recommended, from Blue Heron Books, the UPS
Store, Presents, Presents in Uxbridge or a member of the chorus
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our two cents
A parade of volunteers
Uxbridge’s wonderful Santa Claus Parade, which wound its way eastward on Brock Street
this past Saturday morning, is not just a spectacle for the eyes and ears. If you read
between the lines, it’s also a tribute to the legendary volunteer spirit of this community.
The parade itself, of course, entails the efforts of hundreds of volunteers, from the organizers led by Angela Horne to the people who spend hours constructing the floats, to all
those who show up on an often chilly morning to participate in the event itself. But almost
all the entries in the parade are also about volunteers.
Take the beginning and the end, for example. Leading the charge, as he does every year,
was Uxbridge’s Town Crier, Bill McKee. Bill spends hundreds of hours at dozens of events
every year, his big voice contributing a splended sense of pomp and ceremony to the proceedings (only a few hours after the parade, Bill was the lead act at the Old-Fashioned
Christmas Concert in Leaskdale). Despite his professional-quality singing voice (and prizewinning crier’s voice), Bill gets paid nothing for singing at concerts or events like the Steam
Show, and not much more as our town crier, barely enough to cover the cost of costumes.
Yet he leads us marvellously year after year, and does the same for Scugog and Oshawa!
The man is tireless.
At the opposite end of the parade (actually at both ends) are Uxbridge’s fire department,
our almost entirely volunteer fire department. These gentlemen are, of course, the ultimate volunteers, prepared to put their lives on the line every time they get the call. It
almost never comes to that, of course, but they don’t know that as they race to the fire
hall through the streets of Uxbridge. Could this be the time that they and their comrades
are forced to enter a burning building in search of a lost child? Could this be the time that
one of them doesn’t come back home? It must fleetingly cross their minds, but it doesn’t
slow them down as they hasten to put their skills into action.
Somewhere in the middle of the parade every year is the Roxy Kids float, which often
wins the prize for best entry (we don’t know if it did this year, we weren’t able to get the
results by press time). The Roxy Kids are volunteer prodigies, young people who just
chuckle when they get to high school and find they’re required to volunteer 40 hours in
four years. With the Kids, they put in that many hours in a month!
The Queen of the Roxy Kids, the mastermind behind their inventive floats, is Cathy
Christoff, co-owner of the Roxy with her husband Mark. She is probably also the Queen of
Volunteers in Uxbridge, with all the charity events she and Mark put on. And if she’s the
Queen, the King is Pat Higgins of Canadian Tire, whom you’ll read about on page 7, in
connection with one of the many charitable projects he’s involved in. It’s quite remarkable
that these people, community leaders as they are, also have time to be accomplished businesspeople and raise children as amazing as themselves.
Perhaps this would be another good time to remind our readers that if you’re not currently involved as a volunteer in Uxbridge, you’re missing out on a greaty opportunity,
and there’s no time like the new year to start. Your talents and interests are just what some
service organization, church, school, arts or sports group is looking for. If you’d like to
know how to start, you could talk to Pat or Cathy, or just call us. We can point you in the
right direction, and you’ll never look back.
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Letters to the Editor
Cold Days, Warm Hearts! These
cold days can chill me to the
bone, but the support of our
amazing community warms me
to my soul! The 11th annual
Operation Warm Hearts has
wrapped up as a success. Our
community generously donated
355 winter coats, and 150 of
those were returned to local families, collecting about $500 for the
Loaves & Fishes Foodbank. The
remaining coats were sent to local
Homelessness and Women's
Shelters, along with Children's
Aid Services were they will be well
received.
Sadly, long time Operation
Warm Hearts supporter Double
H Cleaners closed its doors this
year, so we were very thankful for
the assistance of the Senior's
Centre as our collection point.
Again, the Rotary Club and the
Roxy Kids rose to the occasion
and pitched in to help offer coats
to our community. It truly
demonstrates leadership from all
ages in Uxbridge that seek to
serve other. What an example of
generosity!! Over the 11 years,
Operation Warm Hearts and all
of the Uxbridge supporters have
helped get 3678 coats back to
those in our community, and over
$3800 to Loaves & Fishes. Of
course, I must extend my gratitude to Maggie McCreath for the
countless hours spent organizing,
coordinating and even storing
coats for this event. She truly has
a warm heart and is the driving
force behind this incredible
effort.
Michele Lindsay
Operation Warm Hearts

As the charity recipient of the
2010 Uxbridge Christmas Home
tour, we would like to take this
opportunity to acknowledge a
wonderful group of ladies and a
supportive community. There is
an incredible amount of time and
commitment devoted to ensure
the success of this amazing event.
On behalf of Precious Minds, I
would like to publicly acknowledge and express heartfelt gratitude to - the Home Tour
Committee
(headed up by
Angela Wood), House Captains,
House Musicians, Volunteers,
Home Sponsors, Home Owners,
Kimberley Seldon, Wooden
Sticks and all those that came out
to tour the beautifully decorated
homes. These contributions combined made for an event of distinction in Uxbridge! Well done
ladies!
Precious Minds is not government funded and relies on foundation and corporate grants, community fundraising and donations from individuals. These gifts
enable us to support families in
North Durham who have children with barriers to learning by
way of children and youth programs, parent workshops and
support
group
meetings,
resources in our lending library,
one on one support and financial
assistance, just to name a few!
Thank you for supporting our
vision.
Sharon Butchart
Precious Minds
A few weeks ago local journalisats, including Roger Varley in
the Cosmos, wrote concerning the
Uxbridge/Port Perry Animal

Shelter and the extremes they
were in by not having sufficient
cat food and litter for the multitude of cats and kittens in residence. Happily there seems to
have been a great response to the
appeal and the felines are now
safe until some future crisis arises.
All well and good!
However, although this is a wonderful outpouring of generosity, it
is not really the long-term solution to the problem, is it? The
problem is that there are just too
many cats... period. I am a cat
lover, have had cats all my life,
but there is a limit and it appears
that most animal shelters have
reached that limit. Would it not
be wiser to think in the longterm, not the short-term (leave
that to governments)?
My suggestion is that instead of
donating money or food to feed
and house these excess, abandoned cats, that the same money
be used to hold regular subsidized
spay and neuter clinics and prevent the problem from recurring,
as it undoubtedly will. Most people cannot, or will not, spend
hundreds of dollars to have their
cat fixed but might be encouraged
to do so if the price was at a more
acceptable level such as the SPCA
charges. I am sure that the clinics
would pay for themselves over
time, if you consider how much is
spent to keep all these animals
healthy for extended periods of
time. Pay now or pay later!!
Pat Asling
Sandford
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am I wrong?

the barris beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

Now we can rest
safely in our beds

Champions of a dream

A 12-year-old schoolboy was arrested in Bowmanville last week and held in police custody overnight to
await a bail hearing.
What, you might ask, was the crime this alleged young offender committed to warrant a night in a police
cell, following, of course, a mandatory search of his person? It appears the boy objected to receiving a
Hepatitis B vaccination needle and became so agitated that he “threatened to damage the school” where
the Hep B clinic was being held.
The school was the Ross Tilley Public School, which, like all public schools in Clarington, for some reason
falls under the jurisdiction of the Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board and not the Durham District
School Board.
Judy Malfara, a spokesperson for KPRDSB, told me the boy became so upset at the prospect of receiving
the needle that he yelled threats. She said those threats were not aimed at any specific individuals, but
against the school building. Ms. Malfara said, however, she could not go into details about the threats.
“When threats are made, we have to react immediately,” she said. “We'd rather err on the side of caution.”
That reaction meant calling in the police. Ms. Malfara also told me the Hep B shots are mandatory under
public health legislation and children who don't receive them are suspended from school. However,
Glendine Collins of the Durham Region Health Department, which administered the needles at the clinic,
said the Hep B shot is not mandatory.
“If the child does not consent, he doesn't have to have the shot,” she said.
Ms. Collins went on to say that nurses who staff the clinics try to reassure children who are anxious about
receiving needles, and added that parents can take their children to receive their shots at a clinic at the
health department headquarters if they choose.
But when asked why nurses staffing the clinic at the school allowed the boy in question to reach such an
agitated state that the police were called in, she said she could not speak to that specific case.
“It's a police matter,” she said.
So I called the Durham Region Police, where I was informed by spokesperson David Selby that he wasn't allowed to say what threats were involved. He did say, however, that no weapons were found on the
child, nor, indeed, anywhere in the school. Nevertheless, the boy was taken to jail and charged with threatening.
Mr. Selby was quick to point out that the boy wasn't in jail: he was in a holding cell. Somehow, I think
that little exercise in semantics might have been lost on a 12-year-old boy.
So what we have here is a 12-year-old boy objecting to a needle, a right which is extended to school children in the rest of Durham Region but not to him because he goes to school in Clarington; staff at a Durham
health department clinic who apparently were not only unable to soothe his anxiety, but unable to prevent
his anxiety from escalating; a school board which apparently can't recognize the difference between a
legitimate threat and an outburst from an anxious schoolboy; and a police department which considers the
boy such a threat to society that they have to lock him up and send him for a bail hearing.
Indeed, Mr. Selby is quoted elsewhere as saying: "We just wanted to send a strong message to everyone
out there ... that this will not be tolerated in schools."
Nothing like a night in jail for sending a strong message to 12-year-olds!
But the school board, the health department and the police all say they can't talk about the specific incident. That looks like a rather convenient way for them all to avoid accountability.
It seems to me the only one being held accountable is a 12-year-old schoolboy.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It was 1956. Television was in its infancy. Canadian programs such as CrossCanada Hit Parade, Front Page Challenge, The Big Revue and, yes, the Barris Beat, were new on the tube. This
country's actors, singers, dancers, writers and directors were just getting their show-business legs in a new
medium. One of its rising stars, a multi-faceted comedic actor named Don Harron, happened to meet another
up-and-comer, producer Norman Campbell.
“What am I going to do?” Campbell asked Harron. “I've got 90 minutes of time to fill on CBC TV and no program.”
“I've got an idea,” Harron said. “Let's put 'Anne of Green Gables' on TV.”
Within 10 years, Harron and Campbell had taken a one-shot TV musical idea and transformed it into one of
the most talked about, most successful tourist attractions in the country. With the show book by Harron and
Campbell and song lyrics by Elaine Campbell (Norman's wife) and Mavor Moore, the musical stage production
Anne of Green Gables premiered at the Charlottetown Festival in 1964. It has run at the Confederation Centre
of the Arts every summer since and has played to more than two million viewers in Canada, the U.S., the U.K.
and Japan.
Don Harron, now 86, related this eureka moment the other night at the Tin Mill as members of the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society of Ontario prepared to launch their “Burn the Mortgage” campaign. The LMMSO had
assembled some of its “champions” - people who in turn will invite family, friends, social and business associates to help the society overcome its next important hurdle. The LMMSO hopes to pay out the last of the
$200,000 mortgage on the Historic Leaskdale Church, where Lucy Maud Montgomery's husband, the Rev.
Ewan Macdonald, ministered to the local Presbyterian congregation between 1911 and 1926.
Much of the discussion at the Tin Mill the other night focused on innovative ways to convince admirers of the
Lucy Maud Montgomery legacy to offer a gift of $1,000 (or perhaps 10 post-dated cheques for $100) to eliminate the rest of the mortgage by next fall. The hope is by October 2011, when the LMMSO will stage a threeday centenary celebration of Maud's arrival in Leaskdale, that the whole community can watch the society pay
off and burn the church mortgage once and for all.
In addition to Don Harron's reflections on Maud, several of the champions present (and I declare my own
interest here as one of those “champions”) offered their own takes on the importance of the Manse, the church
and Maud's literature. Among them, local financial advisor Brian Evans described what he felt was a community-wide obligation to preserve the church the same way it raised funds and built the second arena ice pad.
LMMSO board member Melanie Whitfield related the emotional attachment to Maud's writings she's felt since
she was a child; and to know she now lives in the neighbourhood is a dream come true.
I too believe strongly in telling the big story - the way Don Harron has over the years - and getting the big
dollar investments in Anne Shirley and all the other manifestations of Maud. However, my inclination for fundraising is to explore the grassroots perspective too. I think the future of the Manse, the church and Maud's
legacy rests in the hands of today's aspiring writers. And I don't just mean the accomplished and professional
ones. Remember, Maud started as an amateur. So did Margaret Atwood, Alice Munro and even Johanna
Skibsrud (this year's winner of the Giller Prize).
And every family has an aspiring writer - there are lots in this township alone - a boy or girl who loves and
wants to learn to write. I think raising awareness of Maud and the need to preserve her home and her literature must come from those writers (and their families) who love their own creativity as much as hers.
The other night at the “Burn the Mortgage” pre-launch, Don Harron and actress partner Claudette Gareau
offered one final anecdote from the past. They remembered 1967, the Confederation year, when Queen
Elizabeth attended a variety show commemorating the country's Centennial. Harron remembered inserting one
of the songs from Anne of Green Gables into the show for the Queen. Following the performance, Harron said,
all the Queen wanted to know was when and where she could hear more of the Anne of Green Gables show.
“I think Maud would be amazed that Anne of Green Gables is the longest running musical in North American,”
Harron said. “And she would be amused that the mortgage on her church has not yet been paid.”
Inspiration enough, I guess, for all - from royalty to commoner - to help the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society
of Ontario “burn the mortgage” sooner than later.
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Scenes from the
Santa Claus Parade
Photos by Stuart Blower

Anne of Green Gables
Gift Shoppe

Hours
Mon to Thurs 12 - 6 pm
Fri 12 - 8 pm
Sat 10 - 5 pm
Mon 20th - Thurs 23rd 12 - 8 pm
Fri Dec 24th 10 -5 pm

Located at:Computer Solutions
26 Brock Street West, Uxbridge
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Getting toys to needy Uxbridge families
by Shelagh Damus
Uxbridge hearts have always been
in the right place at this time of
year. For the past 12 years the
Uxbridge Toy Drive has been successful in collecting a veritable
mountain of toys for those in need
in the area. The Uxbridge Loaves
and Fishes Food Bank has succeeded in keeping the mealtime table
festive for their clients. The
churches and service clubs have
assembled hampers of food and
clothes and toys for those less fortunate. However, it should surprise no one familiar with
Uxbridge that the parties behind
this culture of caring were not
satisfied with the status quo; they
knew we could do even better.
This fall the major players sat
down at one table to discuss how
to improve on the services they
are providing. The goal was to
find some way to get “all the services totally aligned in Uxbridge,”
says Ginger Jackson, McDonald's

Restaurant owner and founding
member of the Uxbridge Toy
Drive. With any operation of this
magnitude there are always ways to
streamline things to better serve the
community. By working together,
centralizing the storage of collected
toys and coordinating distribution,
people in need can be helped in
more ways.
“If there is a surplus of toys collected, they will now be available to
help those who may find themselves in need after a fire,” says Pat

The Nutcracker
Performed by the

Uxbridge Dance Academy
Don't miss this Holiday Classic live at
the Uxbridge Music Hall...
Join the dancers of the Uxbridge Dance Academy
as they travel back in time to a Victorian Christmas
and then on to the Land of the Sugar Plum Fairy...

Wednesday,
December 15
to Sunday,
December 19
Evening performances
7:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday matinee
performances 2:00 p.m.
Tickets at Presents
$15 Students and
Seniors
$20 Adults

Higgins, Canadian Tire Uxbridge
owner and another founding member of the Toy Drive.
“By coordinating with the Food
Bank, there will be the opportunity
to occasionally help food bank
clients in need of a birthday gift,”
says Ginger Jackson.
For Gerry Cresswell, Supply
Coordinator of the Uxbridge
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank, “the
logistics are sometimes difficult,”
but he is encouraged that “everyone
is on the same page” going forward.
Food bank clients who need a little help ensuring stockings are
filled this Christmas season are
provided with forms that are filled
out and forwarded to Durham
Social Services. Social Services
collates the applications that come
from the food bank with their
own registry and assign families in
need to a service club, a church or
other helping organization. All
have access to the Toy Drive toys.
“The goal is to be a little more
streamlined in the collection and
distribution of the toys,” says
Cathy Tweedy, from Durham
Social Services. In this centralized
way, it is hoped that no family will
be missed and that all of a family's
needs will be addressed.
“The 2010 Toy Drive is off to a
great start,” says Pat Higgins.
“There has already been a great
response.”
Drop off boxes are available at
Canadian
Tire
Uxbridge,
McDonald's, Zehrs, Walmart, and
the Uxbridge Times-Journal.
Donations can also be made at any
Uxbridge Bruins home game. In
addition, Williamson GM has
donated a van to aid the collection
efforts and it will be parked at different locations around town in the
lead up to Christmas Eve, the final
day of the Toy Drive.
Ginger Jackson is passionate in
her appeal to potential donors to be
mindful of the needs of teenagers,
stressing “They have the same
needs as our teenagers, they want
the same things as our teens want.”
A sentiment echoed by Mr.
Higgins. When prodded for suggestions they recommend electronics, make-up, hair dryers or sport
items. Both Jackson and Higgins

are quick to praise the generosity of
Uxbridge residents.
“It is amazing the quality of toys
donated” says Higgins. As for
quantity, Higgins, unsure how to
calculate the amount collected,
concedes that last year “the donations filled about 200 garbage
bags.” Of course, that was before
they were sorted, wrapped and
delivered.
The adoption of this new

approach to the Toy Drive has the
added benefit of ensuring all the
toys collected in Uxbridge stay in
Uxbridge. In previous years, the
Uxbridge Toy Drive in conjunction
with Operation Scugog serviced all
North Durham. Under this new
initiative Uxbridge citizens are
assured that their efforts will make
the season bright for some members of their own community.

ǁĂƌĚǁŝŶŶŝŶŐƐƉĂŝŶďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĨŽƌŽǀĞƌϱǇĞĂƌƐŝŶhǆďƌŝĚŐĞ
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Summer’s Over, But Local Food Isn’t!
New to the market: Organic, gluten-free products
from Healing Spirit Nutrition. Offering a wide variety
of local and organic produce, naturally raised meats,
baking, preserves, honey, maple syrup, crafts & more.

FARMERS’ MARKET
Uxbridge

Winter

Indoors at the Arena Community Centre

Sundays from 11 – 3, now through March.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

8

T h u r s d a y, D e c e m b e r 2 n d 2 0 1 0

The Uxbridge Cosmos

9

T h u r s d a y, D e c e m b e r 2 n d 2 0 1 0

Your one-stop shop for unique gift ideas!

SANTA’S SLEIGH

Gifts of
FISHING

AT

SECORD POND

Christmas Reading!

Give someone special a membership to
this exclusive new fishing club.
The Secord Angling Club,
located at Secord Pond within
the Secord Forest and Wildlife Area,
provides it members with
exclusive rights to some of the best
brook trout fishing in Durham Region.
Only 25 memberships available
$500 for 2011 Season
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Easy

Contact Bill Cockburn
@ 647-519-8093
Bill@SecordPond.com
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mer! Hosted by Uxpool Staff!1 pm – 3 pm.

Coming Up
This Weekend...
Dec. 2-4 Noises Off Hilarious farce from
OnStage Uxbridge. 8 p.m. Uxbridge Music
Hall. See page 15 for a review.
Thurs., Dec. 2 Pine Grove Carol Service
7 p.m. Seventh Concession just north of Hwy.
21. Music by the Uxbridge Youth Choir and
readings by Conrad Boyce. Offering to
Salvation Army.
Fri., Dec 3 Monday Morning Singers
present Christmas in Song & Story with
special guest Kenneth Welsh reading Dylan
Thomas' "A Child's Christmas in Wales", with
guest musician Harcus Hennigar on French
Horn. 7:30 pm at St. Paul's Anglican Church.
Tickets $15 at Blue Heron, Presents, Presents,
and at the door. www.mmsingers.com
Fri., Dec. 3 Uxbridge Baptist Church
presents A Merry Little Christmas 7 p.m.
Featuring Jacob Moon.
Sat., Dec. 4, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike or snowshoe on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr.
4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905 477
2161.
Santa’s Railway Santa's calendar says that
he will be riding trains from Uxbridge Station on
Sundays December 5th and 12th. and
Saturdays December 4th and 11th. Train times
are 11.00 am and 1.00 pm on all days. Each
trip lasts approximately 45 minutes. Fares for all
Santa Trains are $18 each for all passengers
(Infants under 1 not occupying a seat ride free)
- or $60 for groups of 4 people are also available. Santa will be visiting each child at their
seat and distributing goodies to each. Seating is
limited and by reservation only, so Santa Claus
fans should reserve early so they won't be disappointed. For tickets and additional information

call the YDHR message line 905-852-3696 or email tickets@ydhr.on.ca.

INGS BY CANDLELIGHT
United Church. Welcome All!

Sat., Dec. 4 Uxbridge Youth Centre presents
the Canadian Red Cross Babysitting
Course for youths 11-15. Learn the basics of
caregiving, first aid, and business skills.11AM 4PM, 34 Brock Street West. Cost: $50. Register
by calling (905) 862-3456. Don't forget to
bring a doll or teddy bear!

Next Week...

Sat., Dec. 4 Goodwood Baptist Church
presents a Christmas Musical "What
No Angels?” by children ages 6--12yrs old at
7pm. All Welcome.
Sat. Dec 4, 8 PM - Greenbank Folk Music
Society presents JUNO nominees, The
Sultans of Swing. Tickets $25 from: Blue
Heron Books.
Sat., Dec. 4 Past & Presents Holiday
Home & Gift Sale. Uxbridge Historical
Centre-Schoolhouse.
10am-4pm. Come support local artisans with
one of a kind ideas for your holiday gift giving
& decor needs. Free Admission. Donation
appreciated for the Uxbridge Historical Society.
Wheelchair accessible.
Sun. Dec. 5 The Uxbridge Arts Association is
holding it's annual Christmas Gifts Sale of
members’ art, at Siloam Hall,(corner of Durham
8 and Concession 2). The Siloam Studio Stop
will be featuring assorted vendors including
paintings, sketches, jewellery and photography.
10 am to 4 pm. Also Sunday Dec. 12.
Sun., Dec. 5 Music Fest has been going
since Feb 1993! 'Authentic Scratch' Christmas
Open House at Reachview Village will be @ 1012 . All welcome for a morning of music & fellowship & fun. Refreshments to be served; all
most welcome. For more info please contact Jo
at 905-852-6487.
Sun., Dec. 5 - 7:30 pm - CAROLS & READ-

Tiger Talk
by Sean Wetselaar
and Sarah Rogers

Keeping it local
Since we started writing Tiger Talk
several years ago, we’ve spoken
many times about the idea of part
time work. Although our opinion
that it shouldn’t be forced on students in the earlier years of High
School hasn’t changed, we’ve decided to revisit it this week with a look
at the better side of part time work.
Especially the positives of working
in downtown Uxbridge.
Sean has been working for over a
year now at the Uxbridge Public
Library (in fact, he’s writing a col-

umn in the Cosmos for the library
as well), and it’s been a great experience overall. The best thing
about the job is that it tends to be
challenging in completely unexpected ways… and is actually
extremely interesting (contrary to
the popularly entertained belief
that all student work involves simply flipping fires, or something of
the sort).
Another USS student enjoying
their work is Josh Featherstone who
works part time at the local Sears.
“I quite enjoy working part time,”
says Featherstone. “I would like to
actually get a second part time job
for some more hours. I enjoy the
interaction with people as I get to

at

Sandford

Mon. Dec. 6, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting the Annual
Millage Wedding Anniversary Hike on the Al
Shaw Trail. This is a 2.5 hr. slow to moderate
pace hike. Meet at the parking lot on the east
side of Conc. 6, 2 km east of Brock Rd. via
Albright Rd. Join us for lunch afterwards. Brian
and Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Tues. Dec. 7 Sounds of the Season With
the Uxbridge Youth Choir. See page 11 for full
details.
Fri., Dec. 10, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr. 10+ km
moderate to fast pace hike in the Walker
Woods. There are some hills. Meet at the parking area on the east side of the 6th Conc., 2 km
south of Durham Rd 21 at Albright Rd. Russ
Burton 905 830 2862.
Fri., Dec. 10 The First Christmas Show
Christmas variety show hosted by Neil Crone at
the Uxbridge Music Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Upcoming...
Wed. Dec. 15, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a moderate to fast
and hilly loop hike in the Glen Major and
Walker Woods. This hike is 4+ hrs. and covers
10 to 15 km. Meet at the parking area on the
east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km. south of Durham
21. Russ Burton 905 830 2862.
Thurs., Dec. 16 Uxbridge Genealogy
Group 7pm. Uxbridge Library-Lower Hall
Please join us for our Christmas Social, and
open discussion.
Fri., Dec. 17 Blood Donor Clinic Uxbridge
Seniors Centre, 75 Marietta Street, 1-7:30 p.m.

Ongoing....
Indoor Farmer’s Market Sundays, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Uxbridge Arena Community Centre.
Come check us out!
Shuffleboard For seniors Oct. 4 - Apr. 27,
Mon. & Wed. 9 a.m. Ux. Seniors Centre. All
welcome.
Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours Monday to
Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 - 5pm.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Sat., Dec. 18, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges

Dec. 10 & 11 One Voice Uxbridge
Singers presents “Joy to the World”
With Music Director Charles White. Friday,
7:30pm. Saturday, 3:00pm. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church. Tickets: $15 at Presents, Presents,
Presents. Children under 10 free.
Sat., Dec. 11, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. No dogs please. Russ Burton 905 830
2862
Sat., Dec. 11 FREE SWIM AT UXPOOL!
Bring your bathing suit and pretend it’s still sum-

know more of the community and
it’s helped me get over the nervousness of talking to new people and
has helped a lot for public speaking
and presentations in school.”
Sears is also a 'big-box' type of
store but has adapted to fit in with
the local community atmosphere,
which is great for making residents
feel better buying closer to home!
Although not everyone is as
enthusiastic about work, most students find they do get something
out of their jobs.
“Well, obviously making money
has been the appeal of the job,” says
Michelle Gormek. “But I've
gained other valuable experience
from this. The most important
thing, from this job, is learning
proper customer service.” Michelle
works at K & Y Convenience right
in town and knows a lot about
being kind to regular customers, as

Joy to the World!
Heralding their 14th Christmas season, One Voice
Singers will present their Christmas concerts, “Joy to
The World” at St. Paul's Anglican Church, Toronto St.
S. in Uxbridge. The two concerts will be held on
Friday December 10th at 7:30pm and Saturday
December 11th at 3pm. under the direction of Charles
White and accompanied by Debra Thompson. One
Voice is also pleased to have the accompaniment of the
talented flautist, Lesley Joosten for several selections.
Tickets are $15 (free for children under 10) and now
available at Presents, Presents, Presents on Brock St. W.
Since 1997, One Voice Singers has provided an
opportunity for adults of all ages to sing, while pro-

Sun., Dec. 12, 10:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 3 hr., 10
km,moderate pace double loop hike on Al Shaw
Side Trail and West Walker Woods. There is a
possible drop out half way. You may need icers
or snow shoes. Meet at the corner of Albright
Rd. and the 6th Concession south of Hwy. 21.
Grace 905 263 4340.

Trail Association is hosting a hike or snowshoe on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr.
4.5 km moderate pace hike. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905 477
2161.

moting and supporting the musical talents of local
youth and assisting other organizations by performing
at their various fundraising activities. This past season
has seen the formation of “OV Lite”, a small group of
12-16 voices from the choir that will perform at smaller venues that would not accommodate the whole
choir.
Rehearsals for One Voice are held on Tuesday nights
between September and May and enthusiastic new
singers are always welcome. Visit their website at
www.onevoicesingers.org for more information on the
group.

well as new ones.
What Sarah loves about working
downtown Uxbridge is the sense of
community as well as an easy commute after school! She has been
working at Presents Presents
Presents for just over a year now
and loves the atmosphere. You really get to know regular customers,
some even ask specifically for you!
You also get to meet a lot of impor-

tant Uxbridgians (Uxbridgites?),
seeing as many store-owners in our
small community all know each
other, as well as many local celebrities.
Working close to home is a great
comfort, and luckily Uxbridge is
small enough that every store from
The Beer Store to Mark's Work
Wearhouse is local!
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Downtown flood will happen, but when?
by Roger Varley
It is a certainty that downtown
Uxbridge will be hit with a major
flood. The only question is
“when?”
So says Tom Fowle, chair of
Uxbridge's watershed committee.
Mr. Fowle said that is why the

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

Township is currently undertaking an environmental assessment
with regard to the culvert carrying the Uxbridge Brook
through the heart of the
downtown core, under
Brock Street. The study,
now into its fourth month,
is being done by a consultant hired by the Township
and the Region. Part of the
study included a public
information session last
week, at which were presented some preliminary
possibilities for dealing with
a major flood.
Mr. Fowle said a study
done in 1983 concluded
that a major regional storm “something like Hurricane
Hazel” - could see the downtown
core under about two metres of
water from Toronto Street to

Main Street, with major property
damage and possible loss of life.
He said such a flood is known as

a 200-year storm.
“In any 200-year period, it is statistically certain such a flood will
happen,” he said. “It is wrong to
say it will never happen. You just

can't say when it will happen.”
He said public works director
Ben Kester was authorized in
2008 to engage a consultant in concert with
the Region to do a new
study. Durham Region is
involved because it owns
the centre part of the
culvert under Brock
Street, while the township owns the north and
south ends.
Mr. Fowle said a number of people attending
the information session
suggested they would
like to see the culvert
opened north of Brock
Street. While such a move has its
backers on Township Council,
opening up the brook would have
an impact on downtown parking
and downtown revitalization
plans. He said two of three studies on the culvert in recent years
have recommended the culvert be
replaced.
Asked about the possibility of
looking further upstream for

solutions to prevent downtown
flooding, Mr. Fowle said that has
been studied but there is not
enough storage capacity upstream
to hold the expected surge of
water.
“We have to find a way to channel it through the downtown,” he
said.
He said the current study is
building on the work of the 1983
study. “We're not re-inventing
the wheel,” he added.
A second public information
session is likely to be held sometime in March, with a third slated
for some time later in the new
year.

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

ROYAL CANADIAN
LEGION
BRANCH 170
PRESENTS

LEGION TURKEY ROLL
FRI., DEC 3rd - 8:00PM

FIREFIGHTERS TURKEY ROLL
FRI., DEC 10th - 8:00PM

NEW YEAR’S
EVE DANCE
FRI., DEC. 31
$75.00 PER COUPLE
DOORS OPEN AT 8:00PM
TICKETS ON SALE AT THE LEGION

PRESIDENT’S LEVEE
SAT., JAN 1ST- 11:00AM

109 Franklin Street
(across from Uxpool)
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

SALE IN THE WORKSHOP
SAVE UP TO 50%
FURNITURE
DEC 11TH &12TH,10-4
ON IN STOCK

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

REFRESHMENTS SERVED
BRING A FRIEND!

9269
3rd Concession

Garage Doors

UPRIGHT

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

Tree Service

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

“The Angel said, ‘For
nothing is impossible
with God.’ ” - Luke 1:37
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

647-333-7746
SNOW CLEARING

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

Your Best Man
for the Job!

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

www.myrighthandman.ca

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

Classified
FOUND: Charcoal gray male cat, not neutered, missing half his tail.
Very friendly. Found on Scugog Line 12 near Marsh Hill Rd. 905-8622833
FOR SALE: Beautiful custom armoire with two matching side cupboards, paid $1000 last year, will sell for $500. Call 905-862-2833 or
email joditucker@live.ca for photos.
FOR SALE: 2 Large Love Sofas, Black, burgundy & rose coloured. Solid
wood construction, $400 each or BO. 905 852-3676 / 905 862-8098.
FOR SALE: Reconditioned Erie Water softner. $150. (905) 642-3376.
FOR SALE: Toilet-Brand new in Shipping box. American StandardCaroma-Right height. Colour Bone. (905)642-3376.
FOR SALE: Mahogany desk and matching file cabinet, perfect for
office, in excellent condition, moving, no reasonable offer refused also
corner oak T. V. cabinet. 905-852 2748.
FREE KITTENS: 7 weeks old, litter trained, suitable for indoor or
barn. 905 649 1717.
BARN HELP WANTED: Sunday Mornings 7am-12pm. Basic barn
duties at a horse farm 5 minutes south of Uxbridge. Call Gwen at
(905)852-5084.
FOR SALE: 2 Male Shi-poo puppies (shi-tzu/poodle cross). Brothers
and are one year old. Full medical history available. Very affectionate and excellent with children. Each dog comes with kennel, blankets,
dishes, and more. $350 Each or 600 for both. 905 852 5666 and
leave message or 416 526 3241.
FOR SALE: 1 Wing Chair $75, 1 three seater couch $75, 1 Queen Size
bed never used $100, 1 Two seater couch $75. Mike 905-852-1836.
BABY SITING AVAILABLE: Days and/or evenings in your home in
Uxbridge or Goodwood area. Refrence on request. 4168417750 or
s_komijani@hotmail.com
MOVING SALE! Many misc. items...Dehumidifier- $50 O.B.O.,
Electronic air cleaner- $100 O.B.O. (905) 640-4494 - 4159 Front St.,
Goodwood.
FOR SALE: Horse, Portable Run-In Sheds. Top quality, Bright Light
Windows. 10 x 16 portable sheds delivered, $3,395 complete. 416 464
2070.
DONATIONS WANTED of used baseball mitts, baseballs and basketballs for missionary trip to Dominican Republic by Youth Church group
running a sports camp this December for the less fortunate, great time
to clean out that garage, going to a good cause. Also looking for craft
supplies for the craft camp, pencil crayons, beads, etc. Will pick up.
Please call Don 416 991-2277 or Lynda 416 697-1600 or home 905852-4180.
FOR SALE: ETQ 1200-watt generator, $50. 905-473-9726.
FOR SALE: Walker, large, perfect condition, $75. 905-852-7266.
GRAINFED BEEF: Antibiotic-free, govt. inspected, cured 21 days,
delivery available, $2.75/lb., buy direct from producer. 905-862-3043
to order.
FOR SALE: Women’s leather jacket, never worn, $100 obo. 905-8526835.
FOR SALE: Twin slumber magic electric adjustable bed with new mattress. $500 obo. 905-852-9651.
FOR SALE: Two Hoyer patient lifts: one with electric battery, $500;
one manual with slings, $200. 905-852-9651.
HORSELOVER'S HOLIDAY CAMP! A great mix of fun indoor activities in our heated lounge, lots of hot chocolate and riding time in our
indoor arena. Half Day and Full Day programs available for Horse
Crazy kids ages 4 to 13. Camp runs December 20th, 21st & 22nd. Daily
and full session rates available. For more information please call (905)
852-7553.
FOR SALE: 1 day bed with new Sealy comfort Plus mattress, $80.
905 473 7023.
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Are you looking for someone to watch your
children while you are at work or just have some errands to run ? I
offer hourly, part time, and full time rates. All ages welcome. Located
in Barton Farms close to schools and after school activities. Linda at
416-553-5794.
BEAT THE WINTER'S CHILL! Natures'a Accolade is offering a winter warm up special. A full body HOT STONE massage, to warm you
through and through. $55.00 for a limited time. Book today at 905
852 7733.
NEED TO GET SOME CHRISTMAS SHOPPING DONE, but don't
want to take the kids? I am an experienced babysitter available
evenings and weekends. I have lots of experience as an ECE apprentice
at Stonemoor daycare since I was 17. Also attended Seneca College for
ECE. Mallory at 905-473-5479 Cell: 416-676-9679.
RENOVATIONS AND REPAIRS of all sorts, quality workmanship,
reasonable rates. Give us a call for all your project needs. 905-8622899.
FOR SALE: 4 Miche Bag purses (2 black/2 brown) with many new
and collector shells. $500 firm. (905) 982-0384.
CLEANING MADE EASY! Let me give your home or office TLC.
Weekly or Bi-Weekly. 647-980-7609.
FOR SALE: 6' slow plow fits GMC pick-up $75 and Maple dining room
table 3 leaves 6 chairs excellent condition $90 (905) 852 1084.
FOR SALE: Nordic Track Elliptical VGR 850 $300, great indoor toner.
Rototiller front 4 tines 20 years old AS IS $100. Rims $130 set of 4
that fits cavalier. Steel 15" 5 bolt 647-723-8728.
FOR SALE: Nordictrack Audiostrider 990 Elliptical – $500, Nordictrack

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

RIGHT HAND
MAN
Uxbridge - Cell

FURNITURE FOR
THE HOLIDAYS

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

Snow Clearing

Apex 6500 Treadmill – $750. Schwinn 202 Recumbent – $150, Used,
excellent condition. Sell together - $1,200. Pick-up only. 416-2786910.
SCRAPBOOKING RETREAT: Fri. Nov 26, 5pm-9pm; Sat. Nov 27
19am - 5pm. Creative Memories Open House - For all your photo solutions. Trinity United Curch basement hall. 905-852-4517 for more
details.
FOR SALE: Wood stove, Vermont Castings, Intrepid 2 catalytic with
heat shield, cream enamel finish, excellent condition, $1200. Also
available: 2 storey's worth of exterior Superchimney. 905-852-9641 or
email uxbridgestuff4sale@gmail.com for pics
FOR SALE: Washer and dryer, Kenmore, matching pair, very good
condition, large capacity, washer $175 dryer $125. Call 905-8529641 or email uxbridgestuff4sale@gmail.com for pics
FOR SALE: 3 winter tires, Bridgestone Blizzak 235/65-16 on steel
rims for Honda Odyssey $100 each, 905-852-9641.
EVERYTHING METAL WANTED! Oversized equipment to bucket of
bolts. Appliances, BBQ's, propane tanks, electrical equipment, etc. I'm
your one time scrap guy! No job too big or small I take it all! Free pickup! 905 952-9844/905 473-1907.
ROOM AVAILABLE TO RENT Immediately. Large Room, would prefer woman. Must See. In Uxbridge. Stella - # 905-852-9178.
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE TO RENT Immediately. Large office
room in home. Great for small business or storage. Must see. Stella #
905-852-9178.
FOR SALE: Corn for corn burning stoves. $8/25 Kg delivered to your
garage! 905 473 9972 George.
FOR SALE: 5’ W x 3’ D x 30 “ H – Kitchen table with 4 arm chairs.
Clear Stain Oak grain top with Med. Blue legs, table base, chairs with 1
drawer. Good shape. $250. 905-862-2816 or 416-302-1937.
FOR SALE: Maroon & Black Computer Desk, 29” H with pull out key
board shelf and lower shelf for CPU. Also, a matching Legal filing cabinet 30” W x 22” D x 29” H. Both pieces in excellent shape. $250 for
the pair. 905-862-2816 or 416-302-1937.
CHRISTMAS TREE - pd $280.+, beautiful 7 ft. spruce- full bodyMUST SEE!! Sell for $125, complete with plastic storage bins, 905852-7063.
FOR SALE: SOLID PINE TABLE -- 48" round Windsor pedestal tableplus 12" leaf -- pd $700 selling for $275.905-852-7063.
SHARED ACCOMMODATIONS IN UXBRIDGE: Large furnished
bedroom for single person, $495.00/month includes phone, satellite
T.V. Internet option, parking, share whole house, access to kitchen.
laundry, bathroom, No pets/smokers. 905-852-4454.
BABY ITEMS FOR SALE: Fisher Price Nature's Touch Papasan
Cradle Swing $80 (retail $199.99 +tax), Navy Baby Bjorn $50 (retail
$119.99 +tax). In excellent like-new condition. Used sleepers: unisex, boy, and girl of various sizes $10/10 pairs. Jaimie at (905) 4732160.
SHARED ACCOMMODATION: 1 bdrm in 2 bdrm apt., downtiown
Uxbridge, clean, non-smoker preferred, half rent and utilities. 647233-8013 or 905-852-4540.
FOR SALE: Old gas motors, iron horse kick starts, Briggs & stratton
kick starts, other makes, 25 to choose from. Jim 905-852-5811.
FOR RENT: Large 1 bdrm basement apt., separate entrance, fridge
and stove, $650/mo. 905-852-4078.
HOUSECLEANING : Reasonable rates, references available. 905852-2429.
FOR SALE: Antique barrister-style bookcase, 5 sections high, 4 with
glass doors, other a secretary with fold down top and original brass
hardware, 100% solid oak, mint condition, no scratches, no disappointments. $3500. 905-862-0922.
FOR SALE: 4 winter tires on rims, 235 75 15, $200. 905 852 2520.
ROOM FOR RENT IN UXBRIDGE: Large, fully furnished room minutes from downtown Uxbridge. High speed Internet and deluxe cable
package with Movie networks included. Shared kitchen and laundry
room. Sorry, no pets. $450 per month, all inclusive. Available immediately. 905-862-3382.
FOR SALE: Gas fireplace, barely used, in perfect condition. $500. Call
Jodi at 905-862-2833 for details or e-mail joditucker@live.ca for photos.
FOR SALE: 2000 Dodge Caravan, body needs a little work, runs great.
250,000 km. $500 firm. Call Jodi at 905-862-2833.
HELP WANTED: Student to milk cows weekends. 905 252 9995.
FOR SALE: Tow truck full size light bar
$75.00
or b.o. sonoftaz@hotmail.com
BABY BOOT CAMP for moms and babies! This is a fun, low impact
class where moms and babies interact through exercise. Every Monday
and Thursday starting Jan. 6th from 9:30-10:30am for 6 weeks.
$8.00/class if you sign up for the entire session or $10 to drop in.
Daycare is available on site for older siblings. Suzie at (905) 8523664 for more details and to register.
FOR SALE: Firewood - 16 inch $325 or 12 inch $350 per bush cord.
Local del incl. Dale 905-852-4614.
FOR SALE: Used couch (2 1/2 seater) plus matching chair and cushions, perfect for rec room or apartment. Very comfortable, just needs a
good steam cleaning to restore to great condition. $100 takes it all.
(647) 969-6191.
STABLE HELP WANTED: Weekends. 3 hours a day. $10 an hour.

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129
Tight on
money?
Need repairs?
Call

F&R
We fix only what is needed, with
the lowest shop rate around.
F&R Exhaust and Auto Specialists
5272 Aurora Road, Ballantrae

905-640-1044

URBAN RENEWAL
•
•
•
•
•

Home Renovations
Handyman Services
22 Years Experience
Fully Equipped From A to Z
An Affordable Solution to
Your Repair Needs

905-852-2826 or
416-802-9672
Experience preferred but not required. Call Claire. 416 300 4412.
FOR SALE: 2003 VW Jetta 1.8T Wolfsburg Edition, 106,000kms, silver, automatic with tiptronic, great car, low kms, great condition.
$7800. 416-669-2162.
CHRISTMAS TREE: Barcana 10ft in perfect condition used twice
$100. 905-473-3636.
WANTED: 1 brdm apt in Uxbridge for teacher. Non smoker. No pets.
If you have an available apt to rent pls contact at 905 259 0509.
FOR SALE: B King Pro. Great for sit up exercises. Adjustable for different heights. Rarely used - Manual included. $50 (905) 852-1222.
FOR SALE: Tony Little’s AB Lounge Extreme, Great for abdominal and
oblique exercises. Brand New, complete with manual. $85. (905) 8521222.
FOR SALE: Two-story dollhouse, log cabin, horse stable, and Tudor
store, all in 1/12” scale. Finely handcrafted. House interior ready for
finishing, furnishing & accessorizing (all available). Serious buyers
only. These are not toys. Call 416-526-2363 or email
littlethings@interhop.net.
FOR SALE: Crib bedding in perfect condition. Crib pads, 2 fitted
sheets, bed skirt, and comforter all in neutral, light beige with cherubs
in brocade. Paid $200 will sell for $35. Just want the space. 852-4938.
FOR SALE: Homemade Saw Mill, powered by 880 Stihl Chain Saw $1,500 obo, call Rob at (905) 852-4174.
EXPERIENCED HORSEPERSON REQUIRED: Private living accomodations in exchange for approx 2 hours of horse/farm work per
day in north Uxbridge. References required, serious enquiries only
Jim 416-553-1883.
LEAF TICKETS FOR CHRISTMAS! Tuesday December 28th - Leafs
vs Carolina. Premium pair of Gold seats beside former Leaf GM, Cliff
Fletcher's seats. The 1st $400 will have a great present and or night
out. 647-887-7442.
FOR SALE: Whirlpool Calypso cothes washer, $150 obo. 905-8529582.
FOR SALE: 4 snow tires on rims, 15” Nordica Goodyears for GM, fits
Cavalier, Sunbird. $325 obo. 905-852-4748.
FOR SALE: Sears treadmill, hardly used, Paid $900, sell for $250.
905-852-4653.
FOR SALE: Old windows, refinished, various sizes, stained colours. 2,
3, 4, 6 panes with or without mirrors. 5-ft pine Christmas tree with
lights, $10. 905-985-8103.
FOR SALE: Pine night table, 2 drawers, $35. Coffee table and two end
tables still in box, $75. 88 ft. 1x9 oak lumber, 60 ft 1x6 oak lumber,
dressed, all for $250. 60 ft. red cherry lumber, 1x6, dressed, $75. 905985-8103.

CLASSIFIEDS
FREE FOR 3 WEEKS!
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Bruins increase cushion atop division with three more wins
by Roger Varley
It's 11 straight wins and counting for
the Uxbridge Bruins after they registered a 6-5 shoot-out win over
Lakefield Chiefs on Tuesday night and
back-to-back wins of 5-1 and 3-2 over
the Georgina Ice on the weekend.
The victories solidified the team's
first-place standing in the OHA Junior
C Central Division, giving them 35
points on the strength of 17 wins, two
losses and one overtime loss. The
Bruins are now nine points ahead of
second-place Port Perry MoJacks.
Bruins were down 2-1 after the first
period, with their only goal coming
from Kurt Batty. Lakefield took a commanding 5-1 lead in the second and
then the Bruins stormed back with
four unanswered goals in the third as
Derek Davis scored three and assisted
on the other. With no scoring in the
overtime period, Uxbridge won the
shoot-out.
The weekend started with an impressive 5-1 win over the Ice at the
Uxbridge arena, which included two

power-play goals and two short-handed markers.
The Bruins opened the scoring with
the only goal of the first period, a
power-play tally by Derek Davis,
assisted by Evan Haga and Scott Van
Allen. Van Allen teamed up with Davis
and Ryan Gilmour to make it 2-0 in
the second before Matt Allen stripped
the puck off a Georgina defenceman
and passed it to Kurt Batty for the first
short-handed goal.
Batty scored the Bruins' second
power-play goal early in the third,
assisted by Callum Lynch and Allen,
before Georgina finally made it to the
scoreboard on a power play, but only
after goalie Chris Seiler had made two
fabulous saves. The Bruins ran into
penalty trouble late in the third, but
managed to kill off a Georgina twoman advantage for a full two minutes
and followed it up with Steve
Posteraro's short-handed goal, assisted
by Dallas Ingram. Posteraro had been
tripped, but managed to retain control
of the puck and scored from his knees.
In Georgina on Sunday, Posteraro

scored two more goals in a much closer game.
Tekeda Smith opened the scoring for
Uxbridge on an unassisted marker in
the first, only to have Georgina tie the
game before the end of the first period.
Posteraro notched his first power-play
goal in the second, assisted by Haga,
but the Ice again tied it up before the
end of the period. Then Posteraro
scored the game-winner in the final
period, also on the power play, assisted
by Lynch and Haga.
Following Friday's game, coach and
general manager Matt Muir said the
win streak – the longest he's ever had
as a coach - poses challenges for him
and the team. He said he had scheduled a team meeting to talk about the
issue of complacency.
“We can't just walk in assuming we're
going to take two points,” he said.
Muir said a way to battle complacency is to offer the team small incentives,
such as easier practices.
But it's not just the winning streak
that can cause complacency. He said
the success his team has had in killing

penalties could cause his players to
think they can take penalties and get
away with it. Nevertheless, the team is
the most penalized in the division so
far this season and yet has allowed the
fewest power-play goals, for an impressive penalty-killing percentage of
89.94.
The Bruins return to the arena
tomorrow at 7:45 p.m. to face Port

Perry. Then it's back to Georgina on
Saturday for a 7:30 p.m. game.
Bruins notes: Uxbridge native Jeff
Keeping, a member of the Toronto
Argonauts, was on hand for the ceremonial puck drop at Friday's game.
And the Bruins are still looking for
someone to take over the announcing
duties for their home games.

30%-50% off Custom
Window Treatments
~Shutters ~Wood/ Faux Wood Blinds ~Roman Shades
~ Roller Shades ~Pleated Shades ~Cellular Shades
~Vertical Blinds ~Panel Track

416.671.3249

*Offer ends December 15th 2010*

BEE-LIGHT
CANDLES
Great for all kinds of
events and occasions
100% pure Beeswax, in recycled vintage
teacups. Cup safe to use after wax burns
up. No additives, cleans odors from the air.

KATHY ORMEROD
time resident of Udora, and more
recently of the Sutton area. Hope you
enjoy many more years...
Men's Breakfast will be on Sat. Dec. 4
@ 8:30 a.m. at St. Paul's Church. All are
welcome to come for a great start to the
Belated congratulations to Kylie and day and fellowship...
Heidi Rahn on the arrival of their son
Our best wishes to Steven Kydd for a
on Oct. 25. Lance is a grandson for Alec full recovery from heart surgery perLeask and Cathy Leask...
formed at St. Michael's Hospital on
Best wishes also belatedly to Helen Thu. Nov. 18...
Westgarth who marked a very special
Leaskdale W.A. will meet on Wed.
birthday on Nov. 11. Helen was a long- Dec. 15 for the annual Pot-Luck Lunch
at 12 noon. A meeting
will follow the meal. All
ladies are welcome to
come and join in...
Our sincere sympathy
goes to the Snoddon
families on the recent
passing
of
Doris
Snoddon. Doris lived in
the Udora area all her
life, and was a well-loved
teacher at Zephyr Public
Builder of Fine Custom Homes
School. She will be
Renovations & Additions
missed...
Specializing in Carpentry
Has it really been 30
Get it in Writing from Chris!
years? Congratulations
to the Udora-Leaskdale
905-862-0040
Lions Club who has been
cbfoursquare@aol.com
serving in this area and
beyond our borders.
Your assistance and support are so much appreciated.

905-640-0962

Leaskdale News

ormerodkathy@gmail.com

905852-4454

with Helen Harrison

Helping you be ready for life!

Four Square
Construction

UXBRIDGE COMMUNITY

MIDWIVES
Providing midwifery care
to families in Uxbridge,
Oak Ridges Moraine and
North Durham Region
On-call and available to our clients 24 hours a day
during the course of your care!
Testa Professional Building, 2 Campbell Drive, Ste 207

905-862-3535
uxbridgemidwives@gmail.com

Best 5 year GIC rate
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LEIGHWAY CONTRACTING

WINTER

SNOWBLOWING
Commercial & Residential
By-the-time or Seasonal
416-578-3418
or
905-473-3636
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E VANS FINANCIAL SERVICES

IS your home-based
business outgrowing
your home?
New, modern
workspaces for rent.
Now Leasing Buildings
3 & 4 for Spring 2011

UXBRIDGE TECHNOLOGY
SQUARE

38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

416-301-0016

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

DECORCRAFT
PAINTING

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

60 years experience...
We do the best because
we hire the best!

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

905-852-4078
cell 416-723-5617

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Stemp’s Stew
Not sure about you but I get livid
when I hear of elected bodies trying
to live under a veil of secrecy, blocking every attempt to allow taxpayers
to know how their hard-earned dollars are being spent.
Recently, when a newspaper group
tried to delve into the spending at
the CBC, our tax-payer funded
public broadcaster, officials there
spent around $35 million in legal
fees fighting the request in courts.
That's $35 million of our money
thrown down the drain and those
who spent it really don't care what
you and I think.
And now recent reports have surfaced that some aboriginal politicians are being paid more than the
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column by Harry Stemp

prime minster is being paid as the
leader of our country. Data released
by the Canadian Taxpayers
Federation shows that 222 aboriginal chiefs across Canada make more
than their provincial premiers and
82 of those have an annual salary
higher than Prime Minister Stephen
Harper. The most atrocious example comes out of the Maritimes
where a chief who lives off the
reserve is paid $978,000 tax-free
annually.
“That's for a community of 304
people,” said Colin Craig, a
Federation director. “It's disgusting
this is going on in Canada.”
What an understatement, and an
example of how federal politicians

SOFA Smiles
with Fred Bendell
If a local farmer is missing a “slow moving vehicle sign” from his hay wagon
I know where to find it; seems Wes Bonner is concerned about needing
more space on the ice, so he is wearing the sign on his back with the words
“share the ice”! Paul Bradbury is having trouble keeping up with his two
wingers, Stu Evans and Gerry Roberts; don't worry Paul, they'll slow down
eventually! Reid McBain played a strong game for Dark Blue as did Bill
Pollard - if only Dave Fisher could keep up with them! Paul Colby and Jim
Rondaeu seem to play so well together for Light Blue, not sure if it is talent or Bob Boake’s coaching skills. By the looks of all the equipment I see
being held together with black tape, I think a few players are looking forward to Christmas. Not to worry, I think Santa will be good to them; after
all we've only had four penalties so far this season...

dole out public funds with no
accountability. With a large number
of Canadians doing everything possible just to make ends meet, many
looking for work, it must turn their
stomachs when they learn of these
abuses.
Conservative MP Kelly Block has
introduced a private member’s bill
that would force First Nation leaders to reveal their salaries, plus other
income and benefits. We all know
what happens. The majority of
these bills die a slow death.
Hopefully, in this case, the members
of all parties will set partisan politics
aside and rush this bill into law.
All MPs have long been aware that
this abuse of tax dollars has been
going on. Why they have chosen to
ignore the problem and allow it to
flourish is beyond me.
They now have the opportunity to
stand up and be counted and right
this wrong. Will they do it? Time
will tell.
---------------------This is the second time I have been
in Florida when Americans hold
their annual Thanksgiving celebration. A second chance for
Canadians to enjoy a turkey dinner.
Yum!
The following day is known as
Black Friday. A huge shopping
experience which would compare to
the Boxing Day shopping frenzy in

Canada. Although millions across
the country head out to take advantage of discounted prices, most sane
people stay home and for good reason.
Could never figure out why they
call it Black Friday. But, after seeing
what happened to some of the shoppers, the name seems to fit - it is
very black for some. For example,
when the doors at one large department store opened at 4 a.m. the
rush was so bad some people at the
front of the line were knocked down
and then trampled by the surging
crowd. Some were injured. One
man suffered a broken arm and
cracked ribs.
At another store a lady pulled a
gun and started shooting at another
shopper who was trying to cut into
the front of the checkout line. No
death, but a serious gunshot wound.
And the shooter was arrested, taken
off to jail and charged.
Add to this the fistfights which
broke out as shoppers battled over
items that were in limited supply.
Taking the rule of 'supply and
demand' to the extreme, I would
say.
One has to wonder what drives the
huge number of people who take
part in this annual ritual. It has to
be more than the few dollars they
will save on a large number of items.
That's important. But to risk your

health for
that reason
is
ridiculous.
Not sure if
studies have
been done on this subject but, if
they have, it would be interesting to
learn the results.
------------------Played golf here in Florida with a
lovely couple from Ottawa and,
enjoying a cold one after the game,
Uxbridge came up in conversation.
“Uxbridge”, said Hal. “Do you
know any of the doctors there?”
What a silly question. Of course I
do and I started naming the doctors. When I mentioned Brian St.
John, Hal stopped me cold.
“That's him” said Hal. “Brian
attended Ottawa U as a medical student and I coached him when he
played for the U of O hockey team.
Man, was he talented and what a
beautiful skater. I am sure he would
have been a good one had he pursued a hockey career. But he was
more interested in a medical career.
I bet he is a damned good doctor.”
Just another example of how wellknown the name 'Uxbridge' is when
you travel. And Brian, if you are
reading this, Hal Hansen says to say
'hello'.
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Noises Off a side-splitting look at community theatre
Review by
Jennifer Neveu-Cook
In the bumbling and typical style of
a British farce, Onstage Uxbridge’s
Noises Off, currently playing at the
Music Hall, proves to us that we
love to witness the mishaps and misfortunes of other people. We find
comedy in great mix-ups and confusion, especially when they are not
our own. And in Noises Off, we see
the pinnacle of theatre antics at its
best.
If you have ever been involved in a
community theatre production, you
will find this show unbearably relevant and will most certainly have
your own collection of stories of on
and off stage dramas poignantly
similar to these!
This is an incredibly complex show
with wonderfully detailed and
involved entrances, exits and choreography. The cast handles this facet
of the show with great professionalism and they do so on an absolutely
stunning stage. It truly is gorgeous
and more importantly, functional!
Folding into itself, the set completes
a 180 degree turn in less than a
minute, and the change was so
smooth that both the stage hands
and, I think, the set itself, received a
round of applause from our Sunday
afternoon audience.
Cathy Christoff has done a fine job
with the casting in Noises Off and it
was a pleasure to see some new faces
on the Uxbridge stage. Marlo
Alcock and Jamie Sheridan make
lovely counterparts in their roles of
Belinda/Flavia
and
Frederick/Philip. Mr. Sheridan's
physical comedy was very well handled as trudging around a set with

one's trousers around one's ankles is
not an easy task! Kyle Dickie as
Tim is making his debut with
Onstage Uxbridge and shows
potential for his ensuing shows, but
I personally found him a little
'young' to be believable. Joanne
Westerman as Poppy is very funny
as the stage manager although some
of her 'teary moments' were somewhat contrived and overdone.
Dorothy Partridge as Dotty is
superb. Occasionally her accent
goes astray, but that seems to add to
the overall effect of the trials and
tribulations of community theatre.
David Cardinal as Lloyd the director, and John Jackson as Selsdon are
simply fabulous. Mr. Cardinal's
portrayal of the poor director on the
edge of a nervous breakdown provides a solid core to the show. Mr.
Jackson as the antagonist drunk and
deaf actor, brought side- splitting
laughter to our audience. His deliv-

ery and diction are so good and this
is, perhaps the best role for Mr.
Jackson that I have witnessed.
Cheryl Roberts as Brooke the
'dumb eye-candy girl' has strong
timing and good physical acting,
but her delivery was poor as her
high pitched voice was not only irritating but extremely unclear at several times. Lastly, but most certainly not least, is Bryan Mailey as
Garry/Roger. Kudos, Mr. Mailey.
Simply, kudos. He handles this role
with comedic timing so strong that
all of the rest of the cast play up to
his energy. He is unfaltering in his
diction and delivery and is wonderfully neurotic and devilishly charming all at once.
One point of criticism to be had
lays in the second act as we see the
'backstage' goings on of opening
night. Often, there were far too
many points of focus, all seeming to
compete for the audience’s atten-

tion, so that one was not sure which
was the most important. Perhaps
enjoying a second run of the show
would enable an audience member
to enjoy more of the comedy, but
barring that, less action with less
important plot lines would be helpful.
Congratulations to Caitlin
Christoff Taillon in designing a
marvellous program. Beautiful, easy
to read and terribly clever, this
small, but important part of the
show deserves great credit.

Noises Off is sure to enjoy a second
great week of its run and it is not to
be missed! If you enjoy theatre, go
see the show. If you enjoy comedy,
go see the show and bring tissues to
wipe away your laughing tears. If
you have ever been in community
theatre, go see the show as you may
well witness some of your life on
that stage; bring tissues and strong
abs. You'll be sore from laughing!
Noises Off plays Dec. 2-4 at the
Music Hall.

CUTIE PIES & CAKES is hosting a BAKING PARTY on
December 11th! If you're looking to get a jump on your holiday
baking then this is an event you don't want to miss! We will be
making Nanaimo Squares, shortbread, truffles, white choc. toffee
bars and lots more delectable finger desserts. Come join a fun filled
afternoon of baking scrumptious treats, while enjoying a glass of
wine and a guest chef. The cost is only $50 per person, but receive
$10 off if you bring a friend! Limited spaces available! Call Suzie at
(905)

852-3664 for more details and to register!

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for The Nutcracker. Last week’s viewpoint (lower photo) was on Feasby Road north of Roseville; it
was guessed by Mae Cudmore, who lives across the road.
We’ll have the answer to the upper photo next week. Photos
by Conrad Boyce and Renee Leahy.

BOLSTER

Limousine Service

bolsterlimo@rogers.com

705-513-1222
Travel in Luxury!
Weddings, Special Events, So Much More!

At Vikki’s Hair Studio
114 Brock St. West (in back)

416-997-2703
ORDER YOUR MEAT FOR THE FESTIVE TABLE TURKEY, HAM, QUAIL, PHEASANT, RABBIT, AND MORE!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

Fri., Dec. 3
BRUINS vs.
Port Perry

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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