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HOW TO SEND CHOCOLATE BY TELEVISION - Will Wonka (Jeff McGilton) demonstrates the wonders of his chocolate factory, as everyone of course wears protective goggles, in this scene from Willy Wonka Junior,
opening tonight at the Music Hall. The play is directed by 16-year-old Marisa Hachey.
Photo by Stuart Blower
Sharp-shinned Hawk, by Glen Chapman
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for December/January
Monday, December 19th
Special Council Meeting 9:30 a.m.
Splash Pad Funding
Budget Meeting (directly after
special council meeting)

Monday, January 9th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.
Monday, January 16th
9:30 a.m. COMMITTEE
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

PURCHASE A COPY OF THE
TORONTO STREET MURAL
You can now purchase an 8”x10” copy of
the original photograph of the Toronto
Street mural for $10 (incl. tax) from the
Uxbridge Public Library or Uxbridge
Township Office. This is a fundraiser for
Uxbridge Historical Centre, and all proceeds from the sale of the mural will help
support future programming and exhibits.

TOWN HALL OFFICE
HOURS FOR THE 2011
CHRISTMAS SEASON
The Township Office at 51
Toronto Street South will be
closing on Friday, December
23rd at 4:30p.m. and will not
reopen
until
Monday,
January 2nd, 2011 at 8:30
a.m.

2012 BUDGET DEBATE
MONDAY DEC. 19

NOTICE
FROM THE UXBRIDGE
FIRE DEPARTMENT

9:30 am Budget Meeting
MONDAY JAN 16
Finance Committee approval
MONDAY JAN 23
Council adoption of budget

Commencing December 1st, 2011, residents may purchase their 2012 Burning
Permits.

2010 MUNICIPAL PERFORMANCE
MEASUREMENT PROGRAM

PUBLIC NOTICE

WINTER REMINDERS

The Ontario Government has mandated
a Municipal Performance Measurement
Program (MPMP) which requires
municipalities to submit financial and
related performance data to the
Province and the Public on a range of
services. The Township of Uxbridge's
MPMP data for 2010 are available on
the Township's website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.

OVERNIGHT PARKING
Please be advised that By-law 89-52 as
amended prohibits overnight parking from
November 1 until April 1 between the hours
of 2 am and 7 am on roadways and
Municipal lots within the Township of
Uxbridge.
SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52,
it is an offence to stop any vehicle on a
highway in such a manner as to interfere
with the movement of traffic or the clearing
of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off any highway or roadway so as to permit snow
removal equipment and vehicles to clean
the streets during the winter season.
SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states
every owner/occupant of any building or
vacant lot within the Township of Uxbridge
shall clear all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adjacent to their property within 24
hours after the accumulation of snow
and/or ice.
SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW
Please keep the Township Snowmobile ByLaw in mind while operating your motorized
snow vehicle this winter season. You are
not permitted to ride your snowmobile on
any sidewalks, park lands or any other
Township property except to cross. Any person found in contravention of this By-Law is
liable to a fine.

PUBLIC TENDER
QUOTE NO. Q11-30
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR DESIGN/BUILD SKATEBOARD PARK AND AMENITIES
SCOPE: The Township of Uxbridge
requires the services of a company to
design/build a new skateboard park in
the Township of Uxbridge.
SEALED PROPOSALS, using the
envelope template provided will be
received by the undersigned until:
3:00 PM (local time),
Friday January 13th, 2012.
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Quote specifications may be picked up
from the Clerk’s Department during
normal office hours of
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The lowest or any proposal will not necessarily
be accepted.

Fees are:
$25.00 for a Regular Permit
$75.00 for an Oversize Permit
N/C for a Recreational Permit
ALL NEW OVERSIZE SITES MUST BE
INSPECTED BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF AN
OVERSIZE PERMIT.

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director,
Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
WINTER
PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES:
Pre-registration has opened for the following
and some spaces are still available. Payment, in
person, by cash or cheque.
WIGGLES 'N' GIGGLES'. Ages 2 1/2 - 3 1/2,
10-10:45 am. Cost: $20.00/child with adult
Stories, games and craft activities with staffer
Cathy Reesor. Lots of fun and a great way to
make new friends! Four classes to run alternate
Mondays & Tuesdays, starting January 9&10
(miss Feb. 20 & 21) Choose the day to best fit
your schedule.
'MUSICAL MOMENTS'. Ages 6-18mos., 10:1510:45 am; Ages 19-36+ mos., 11-11:30 am.
Cost: $50.00/child with adult.
Kathy Reid-Naiman will conduct toe tapping,
interactive activities to include fingerplays and
songs, along with various musical instruments.
8 Thursdays, January 12-March 1.
'IT'S MY TURN' Ages 1-2, 10-10:45 am. This
program is offered free of charge through
Ontario Early Years, Durham Region. Enjoy
songs and various action games and stories, to
enhance development skills for toddlers. Four
Wednesdays, February 15-March 7.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
Permits may be obtained at the
Municipal Office at 51 Toronto Street,
South or the Fire Station at 17 Bascom
Street during normal business hours,
Monday to Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.
NOTE: All existing permits expire
December 31, 2011.
Any questions please contact the Fire
Department
at
905-852-3393.

UXBRIDGE INDOOR WALKING TRAIL

Want to stay active during the winter months?
Walk the Indoor Trail , in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School
Monday and Wednesday evenings
November 2/11 ± April 30/12
Indoor Trail is open from 6:00 ± 8:00 p.m.
:DONQ¶7DONIRU7HHQV± 7:00 p.m.
Volunteers Needed!

Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831

Annual fee of $25 - sign up at Uxpool or at the door
No fee for children under 12
Please use the doors on the east side of the school
Bring comfortable indoor shoes for walking ± cloak room available
All welcome ± children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult
No running, walking poles or strollers

SIGN UP NOW AVAILABLE
(spaces limited)
Family Movie Night, Thur. Dec. 29,
'Dolphin Tale' 6:30-8:30 pm. Cost: $2.00.
Water and snacks sold during the show. Tickets
ahead of time or at the door if some left.
'Celebrate Winter' with crafts, activities and lots of fun. Thur. Jan. 5, Grds.
Jk-Sk, 10:00-11:00 am, Cost: $3.00.
Thurs. Jan. 5, Grds. 1-3, 1:30-3:00 pm, Cost:
$3.50.
'The Price is Right' PowerPoint format
of the game show! Fri. Jan. 6, Grds. 47, 1:30-3:30 pm, Cost: $4.00 (Scene It or
Sing It on Xbox if time!)
'CHRISTMAS COOKIES' OPEN HOUSE
Everyone welcome Dec. 19-23 from 11:00 amclosing time. Relax, enjoy a warm drink and a
tasty treat. Take a break, meet a friend or simply
spend a little time to browse and check out
materials from our seasonal selection!

COMING IN 2012….
UXBRIDGE LIBRARY
CELEBRATES 125 YEARS
IN UXBRIDGE!
Various projects are being planned for community involvement. The first, already kicked off, is
a contest for children in grds. Jk-8 to 'Design-aBookmark'. Entries close on Monday, December
19. Ask at the library for details or check our
website at www.uxlib.com

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747

Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081

Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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Am I Wrong?
Kids: Ya gotta love 'em
Going through my Facebook page the other
day, I saw a post from singer-songwriter
Leah Daniels - Uxbridge's own Leah Speers.
Leah was wondering if anyone ever goes out
singing Christmas carols door-to-door any
more.
It didn't take long for a bunch of replies to
come in and, as a result, our girl Leah is
going out with friends tonight (Thursday)
to bring a little spontaneous cheer to the
downtown area. They will also be doing it
next Wednesday. But it's not just for Leah's
friends: she has invited anyone who wants
to participate to meet her in front of the
Roxy Cinema at 6:30 p.m. before heading
along Brock Street for a while. And she
asked her friends to spread the word, which
is what I'm doing here.
It sounds like a great idea and, who knows,
if enough people show up it could turn into
a fantastic spur-of-the-moment event, the
kind you remember for a long, long time.
But however many or few take part, there
will be singing in the air.
That Leah is doing this doesn't surprise
me. She is a wonderfully down-to-earth
young woman who shares her hopes and
dreams and feelings with those who are following her in her steady climb in the music
industry, but never forgets she is from
Uxbridge. You have probably guessed by
now that I am a Leah fan. I have been ever
since I appeared with her a few years ago in

column by Roger Varley
My Fair Lady at the Music Hall where, at
the age of only 14, she gave one of the most
remarkable and memorable portrayals of
Eliza Doolittle that I have ever seen.
But I am a major fan of other Uxbridge
kids too. Maggie Anderson, for example.
She, too, is now 14, but her performance as
a middle-aged woman in the Uxbridge
Youth Theatre's recent production of White
Christmas was nothing short of stunning.
Her mannerisms, her body language and
her voice all combined to give an absolutely convincing performance. She was just as
remarkable a couple of years ago, again
playing a middle-aged woman, in the Youth
Theatre's The Little Princess. This praise is
not meant to take away from the other
actors in those shows, but her performances were standouts (she’s also a fine writer, as
her Tiger Talk columns in this paper attest).
The cast of White Christmas also included the Fearnley-Brown kids - Matthew,
Sarah and Andrew - and I'm a fan of them
too. I've watched Spud, Spudette and Little
Spud - nicknames I gave them when we
were in Oliver together - for a number of
years on stage and I delight in their performances. In fact, in White Christmas,
Andrew just about stole every scene he was
in as Ezekiel, while Matthew showed a natural flair for comedy and a poise beyond his
years.
I'm a big fan of singer-actors Kayla Bacon,
Katie Wilson, Madeline Eddy, Travis
Smalley, Carlanna and Drew Chester and
Nicole Daly as well. But there are other kids

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley

testers demonstrated at the
site, the tower
was built and,
M a y o r
O'Connor said,
one of the former objectors
doesn't
even
notice the tower now. She said
the proposed Quaker Village
tower is not going away, noting
the provincial government
would have "a huge problem" if
there was nothing in place to
analyze the data from the
region's water supply points.
The mayor said there will be a
public process, following which
"we'll see how we'll get around
any concerns the public might
have."
Mr. Kuslikis said residents living within 135 metres of the
monopole tower - which will
look more like a tall flagpole will be notified about the proposal and will be given 30 days
to comment. Nevertheless, construction is expected to begin in
June of next year.
Non-resident fees here to stay:
Regional Councillor Jack Balling

Notes from the Dec. 12
Council meeting
Tower to loom over Quaker
Village: A 45-metre tall communications tower is to be erected
by the Region of Durham at the
reservoir next to the Uxbridge
museum grounds. In a deputation to council on Monday,
Bernie Kuslikis, manager of
environmental services design
with the Region, said the tower
is needed to complete a series of
towers placed around the region
to improve monitoring of all
water supply facilities. He called
the system "a tremendous tool
for operating staff."
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor,
perhaps sensing there could be
opposition from Quaker Village
residents, said there is a history
lesson to be learned from the
erection of a communications
tower near Victoria Corners
some years ago. Although pro-

T h u r s d a y, D e c e m b e r 1 5 t h 2 0 1 1

out there who delight me,who are not connected to the theatre.
Adrian Giacca, who designed the proposed
new skate park, for one. Tenders have been
put out for the design and construction of
the park and Amanda Ferraro of Parks and
Recreation tells me the bidders will have to
use Adrian's design as a starting point. Not
only that, but she says a couple of companies specializing in skate park construction
have said they are thrilled with Adrian's
concept.
How about Ted Webb, who turned his
passion for crazy bicycles into Africycle,
which not only helps out poor people in
Africa but also creates jobs?
Then there is my arch foe (slightly joking),
Marissa Hachey, who brought her antismoking campaign to council a few years
back when she was just a little girl and convinced council to try and make the Santa
Claus parade smoke free. Now she has started another youth theatre group called VIP
and will be presenting Willy Wonka Jr. this
week.
Nathan Sasche is the young man responsible for some of the super wall art around
the downtown, including the fabulous
hands mural at the yoga centre in downtown Uxbridge.
There are others, but space does not permit. But one has to wonder why, in such a
small municipality as ours, we have so many
young people who not only are talented,
but committed to their community. It
could be the water, I suppose, but I think

made an impassioned plea to
council to exempt a small number of players in the SOFA men's
hockey league from paying nonresident user fees, but it fell on
deaf ears.
"I believe people understand
non-residents should pay user
fees, but there should be exceptions to the rule," he said.
He suggested anyone who has
lived and paid taxes in Uxbridge
for 25 years should not have to
pay the user fees if they have left
the township.
"They've paid their dues," Mr.
Ballinger said, adding that anyone who moved to Uxbridge a
week ago is exempt from the fee.
Councillor Pat Molloy, however, said ending the user fee for
such people would "belittle" any
contributions they made to the
community while living here,
while Councillor Bev Northeast
said some people have lived here
for 25 years "and didn't contribute anything".
Mayor O'Connor said it would
take countless hours trying to
figure out who has moved in,
who has moved away and how
long they lived here.

the more likely
explanation is the
number of opportunities available to
youth in Uxbridge.
Given the size of our population, they are in
abundance.
For those who want to hit the stage, there
are several theatre companies and dance
schools available to teach and encourage
them. The Roxy Kids in Action is an ideal
group for youngsters to get their feet wet in
the world of volunteering. Boy Scouts and
Girl Guides and army cadets are not every
youngster's cup of tea, but they offer programming that few other youth groups provide.
The youth centre has converted me from
being an opponent to being a fan. The centre offers a wide range of fun and educational programs and reaches kids who
might otherwise feel left out.
Then there is the plethora of sports groups
in town that can accommodate most young
players. And soon even the skateboarders
will have a facility they can call their own,
thanks in no small part to the work of the
youth themselves.
When we open our gifts this Christmas, it
seems to me we should remember the best
gift we have: our children, who have proven
over and again that they are, for the most
part, responsible, caring and talented.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Mr. Ballinger failed to find a
seconder for his motion to make

the exemptions, and the fees will
stand.
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our two cents
Petals on the cosmos
In the masthead below this column, you will see just one person’s name. That’s because
the buck stops on his desk, and his desk alone. But if you’re paying attention as you
peruse these pages from week to week, you can’t help but come to the realization that
there are a heck of a lot of people who come together to make a community newspaper
work. That was made very obvious again last week as Conrad flew off to California and
left a small army trying to figure out the cryptic instructions he hurriedly wrote for them.
To their lasting credit, interim editor Shelagh Damus, interim layout artist Sue Gallé
Pollard, and interim circulation manager Peter Reid did a heck of a job getting Vol. 7, No.
48 out on time. They managed to do it without sending more than a handful of panicky
e-mails whizzing through cyberspace between Uxbridge and San Diego (the boss’ cell
phone failed at the worst possible juncture), pointing out a few details that he had failed
to apprise them of.
And the trio had the support of the Cosmos’ usual troupe of stalwarts, although ace
reporter Varley complained that moving his deadlines forward to Monday left him uncomfortably twiddling his thumbs on Tuesday. No worries, he was back to his customary lastminute self this week. All of our contributors bent over backwards to make the stand-ins’
jobs as easy as possible.
And as the year’s end draws near, this is perhaps an opportune time to thank all those
wonderful contributors for the amazing job they do to make the Cosmos a publication
which, as readers still repeatedly tell us, is pored over from cover to cover.
We didn’t expect you to keep count, but there are almost 30 writers who submit columns
or articles regularly to these pages. Some, like Messrs. Barris and Varley, appear every
week, some only every couple of months, but they all contribute to the wide variety of
reading material you’ll find in the Cosmos. They write on everything from curling to gardening, from pets to fitness, from village life to the struggles of making their way in a
foreign land. Some have been with us since the beginning, some like our new Tiger
Talkers are keeping our writing continually fresh. We particularly wish to thank our four
beat reporters - Roger Varley, Lisha Cassibo, Shelagh Damus, and Nancy Melcher - who
happily tackle every challenge we throw their way.
Of course, a newspaper is not just words. We have three cartoonists, three photographers, and two graphic designers, all of them consummate visual artists who make sure
the Cosmos looks as good as it reads. We thank them for contributing their vision.
Finally, we’d like to single out three contributors in particular for doing so much to make
us what we are. They are, in fact, the three contributors (apart from the editor guy) who
appear on these two pages. Cartoonist John Wood and columnist Ted Barris have
appeared in almost every issue, and we thank them for choosing to put their stamp of
quality on our publication. Last and most important, we thank you our readers for your
feedback, and for your never-ending flow of ideas. The Cosmos has always been, above
all, about providing a place for as many voices as possible. Thank you for truly making
it your universe.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor

Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
STOP COMPLAINING!! After
reading numerous letters to the editor, listening to people complain
about the new roundabout at
Durham 8 and Concession 6, I feel
the need to speak up myself. We live
just a little west of Uxbridge, so we
use the roundabout numerous times
on a daily basis. The roundabout has
been FANTASTIC to help with the
traffic flow when travelling north on
the 6th Concession. Gone are the
days when you have to wait for long
periods to turn from Concession 6
onto Durham 8. Gone are the days
when you have to worry that when
you do finally make the turn, someone isn't going to come at top speed
on Durham 8 and hit you. Now, acccidents might still happen at the
roundabout, but if all goes according
to plan, they will be minor fender
benders and not the life-threatening
collisions we so often hear about on
our Uxbridge roads.
And while I'm at it, I would like to
compliment the workers who built
the roundabout from start to finish.
Each day, rain or shine, they had a
smile for us when we drove through
the construction. They worked long
hours (we would often see the same
workers at 8pm as had been there at
7:30 am) and often worked weekends.
Now, if we could just get people to
signal when EXITING the roundabout we would be in business!
Ella Morgan
Hwy. 8, Uxbridge
You are wrong, Roger. Your correction in the Dec. 1 Cosmos regarding
support for a dog park was, once
again, in error. For your information,
during council I fully supported the
dog park, and I have provided to the
organizer of the new park both information from another municipality
and my offer to assist in any way I
can. I am disappointed that after publishing wrong information the first

time, you did not take the time to at
least confirm your information before
you corrected your inaccurate statements.
I do support a dog park in Uxbridge
and believe residents, both canine and
human, would benefit from such a
facility.
Pat Molloy
Councillor Ward 2
Our reporter stands by his notes. - Ed.
In the past, I must admit that I have
agreed with your paper on most subjects because of the basic common
sense that your fine writers show on
all subjects. In your Nov. 24 editorial,
you were talking about the roughly $
500 000 that Mr. Kester of our works
department proposed for repaving
Concession 6 between Brock St. &
Hwy 47. I drive on that stretch of
road a few times a day and I totally
have to agree with Mr. Kester that this
stretch of road has seen much better
days.
Even though there are a few small
spots that still seem to be OK, most
of the road is in bad shape and will be
in much worse shape after the frost
comes out of the ground in the
spring, and the roads department
knows that. Not that anyone is listening to me, but in my mind this
expenditure is impossible to avoid.
Both sides of the road are close to
total collapse at the moment and
many times cars more or less drive in
the centre of the road to avoid the
deep grooves and broken up asphalt.
I'm sure some savings could be found
in that $3.5 million budget somewhere, but it should not be the
money Mr. Kester proposed for
bringing this road back to standard.
I'm sure the many people using this
road would agree on this expenditure,
even though it hurts.
I'm sure that some budget money
could be found, including the money
for the skate park, by increasing the

long overdue amount of money the
gravel companies pay the town per
ton for sand and gravel, which at the
moment is simply laughable.
Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge
Six weeks ago I went to see a good
friend. I noticed his garage, which
had been filled with snowmobiles,
ATV’s etc., was empty. I said to my
friend Dennis, “What happened,
where are all your toys?”
He said, “I got rid of everything; I
have too much stuff that I don’t need.
I own too much STUFF and it is
starting to own me.”
I couldn’t make much sense of it, but
three weeks later my wife and I went
on a vacation to Costa Rica. For
lunch we always go to the small local
restaurants called Soda’s; they are
mainly outdoors. There was a local
man, Carlos, painting a banner for
the business; we started talking, and
he told us he was doing odd jobs at
the moment as there was no work.
In Costa Rica people get paid two to
three dollars an hour. He said his
wife, who works in a beauty parlor,
makes two dollars an hour. He said,
“It’s tough but I am a very blessed
man and I am happy. The Lord takes
care of me and my family.”
This really made me think. Here I
believe that I need more stuff to be
happy, I am attached to my stuff. I
thank Carlos for waking me up.
I know the most important thing is
my family and having good people
around you. This Christmas I know
what is important is not what is under
the tree, but the people around my
tree. God gives us people to love and
things to use, Not things to love and
people to use… Merry Christmas and
a Happy Hanukkah.
Ron Bouwmeister
Uxbridge
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

The greatest story

Fighting Humbug

On page 13 of this issue, our Christian columnist, Vince Winder, makes the case
for the birth of Jesus Christ as being the most important event in human history. Even from fellow Christians,
he might get a few arguments on that point. Agreed, for centuries we have used a calendar which sees that
event as pivotal. Nevertheless, the calendar isn’t everything, and such events as the invention of the printing press or the wheel might be reasonably viewed as more fundamental to human progress.
And even in the life of Jesus, I would think that most theologians would see his birth in Bethlehem as only
the third-most important event. After all, his birth wouldn’t be significant in the least, would it, if not for his
crucifixion and resurrection? When I was a boy growing up in the United Church, certainly Christmas was
more eagerly awaited, but that was largely because of all the non-religious traditions that surrounded it, and
that continues true today. But in terms of what Christianity was all about, Good Friday and Easter Sunday
were what really counted. Handel’s Messiah, for some reason, is most often sung at Christmas (including here
in Uxbridge every second year), but the most popular passage in the oratorio, the one for which the audience stands, is the Hallelujah Chorus, which has nothing whatever to do with Jesus’ birth, but everything to
do with his re-birth on Easter Sunday. And for me, the Passion, the story of Jesus’ last days, has always been
much more dramatic and mysterious than the Bethlehem story.
I was reminded of this when my wife and I were on holiday last week in San Diego, California. We were
looking for a warm place to go, which didn’t really work out as the region had record low temperatures while
we were there (frost on the grass each morning doesn’t really inspire a lot of time around the pool). But it
was intended as a “doing and seeing things” vacation anyway, as opposed to just reading on the beach. And
our most important reason for choosing San Diego was that our actress friend Chilina Kennedy would be
there.
Many Uxbridgers know Chilina for her contributions to our theatre scene, as choreographer, and most
recently as director of Camelot in January of 2009. But that was before she became a star at the Stratford
Festival, and now, after three seasons, she’s going to Broadway in a Stratford show, playing Mary Magdalene
in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Jesus Christ Superstar. But before heading to the Big Apple (where it opens March
22), the show was being showcased at the La Jolla Playhouse in the San Diego suburbs. We saw it there last
Tuesday, and it brought back a lot of memories.
You see, Superstar and I go way back. If you’re of sufficient vintage, you will know that before the show
was a play or a Norman Jewison movie, it was a “concept album”, a two-record set released by Webber and
lyricist Tim Rice in 1969. It became popular in Canada in the spring of 1971, and by the fall of that year, a
touring concert version had been mounted by an Edmonton rock band called Privilege, and they recruited
some local singers to play smaller roles and swell the chorus. So for 18 months, while the first theatrical version was being mounted on Broadway, I toured the western hemisphere in a concert version, playing
Caiaphas the chief priest, singing all the chorus numbers, and playing third trumpet to boot.
I have lots of stories about that tour, but the only one that counts in this context is that, as it is supposed
to do, Jesus Christ Superstar made me think hard about exactly who Jesus was and why he was important
to me. I was 21 when I joined the tour. For 15 years, I had been singing every Sunday in church, listening
to sermons and joining in when the congregation prayed. But for those 15 years, I realized that I hadn’t done
a lot of meaningful thinking about exactly what being a Christian meant.
In his libretto for the rock opera, Tim Rice raised a lot of questions which, as a reasonably intelligent lad, I
should have been asking long before the age of 21. Most importantly, why was Jesus’ death (Superstar doesn’t really deal with his resurrection) such a big deal? Why should someone die for my sins? Was Jesus really the son of God, or just a misguided “puppet” (as he’s called by Pilate, for me the most intriguing character in the play)? Why has the life and death of Christ mattered to so many millions of people for 2000 years?
As Judas asks of Jesus in the title song, “Was that a mistake, or did you know your messy death would be a
record-breaker”?
Forty years on, Superstar is still powerful, and those questions are still important. And perhaps most telling
for my own story, I still haven’t answered them to my own satisfaction. And that’s why watching a performance of the show is equally thrilling, and troubling. If the Passion of Christ really matters (and by extension,
his birth at Christmas), maybe it’s time I figured it out, one way or the other.

It's been hard this year. Teaching and marking at the college - with a particularly challenging crop of journalism and broadcasting students - have nearly swamped me. Close friends
have battled health problems, so I've spent what little time I had left trying to help. On top of that, I've found
myself shouting at the radio in anger because the “the holiday season is here” advertisements began right
after Halloween - they didn't even wait for Remembrance Day to pass. Finding the Christmas spirit, this year,
has proved tougher than usual.
I expect all that to change this Sunday, however, when I go to church.
Don't get excited, friends. I haven't suddenly become a convert to any recognized religion. Nor have I had
a mystical or overnight spiritual experience on a mountaintop somewhere. No. It's an innocent bit of volunteer work that almost every year for the past 20 years has delivered Christmas spirit to me. And it makes
perfect sense.
At 3 p.m. this Sunday a local group of volunteers as well as the Uxbridge Chamber Choir and the Uxbridge
Youth Choir will join forces in the reading of “A Christmas Carol” at Trinity United Church. It's billed as a dramatic reading of the abridged version of Dickens' famous tale about the redemption of Ebenezer Scrooge.
Some of you know, these holiday presentations are the brainchild of a colleague of mine, broadcaster Judy
Maddren, who until a few years ago regularly read the weekday morning newscasts on the CBC Radio network.
“When I first read this story to my four little children,” Judy said in 1990, “the oldest was eleven, the
youngest three. It took a fair bit of patience to corral them. But once we all settled in, and shared the marvellous characters in this enduring story, no one budged…”
Nearly every year since, broadcaster Maddren has initiated public readings of the story to raise money for
local charities, to bring CBC personalities to communities across Canada and to help inspire the spirit of
Christmas at just the right time. Each year, there are probably a hundred such presentations of A Christmas
Carol all across the country. I know. I've been part of them right from the beginning. And as much as I enjoy
the fund-raising (this Sunday’s proceeds will assist the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital), I volunteer to be a reader for a very selfish reason. It's how I find the Christmas spirit each year. In fact, I find it in one of Dickens'
characters - Scrooge's nephew Fred - who explains in an early passage of the story the way he keeps
Christmas.
“I have always thought of Christmastime as a good time - a kind, forgiving, charitable, pleasant time,” Fred
says in the story. “The only time I know of, in the long calendar of the year, when men and women seem by
one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people below them as if they really were fellow-travellers to the grave, and not another race of creatures bound on other journeys…
“And therefore Uncle Scrooge, though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver in my pocket, I believe that
Christmas has done me good, and will do me good…”
I started reading that part of the Dickens story a couple of weeks ago as I prepared for this Sunday's recitation. And the words always stay with me. They're the ones that grab me most each time I read them to myself
or aloud. They reach out the most. They communicate the most to me about the essence of a human celebration that crosses all barriers and links all people. To me, Fred's words are the essence of the holiday message, no matter your faith, belief or creed. They're the basis of a universal peace.
As the story goes, Charles Dickens was in failing health and coping with a failing marriage at the time he
composed these enduring lines in this historic story. And further, each December at that time (back in the
1880s), it's said that Dickens recited A Christmas Carol publicly in England in order to help raise funds for
schools and hospitals at that time. But it's my guess, what those readings did most of all was help Charles
Dickens - an otherwise ordinary man - rediscover the simple joy of Christmas each December.
It continues to do that for me, too, and I'm grateful for it.
If you need a bit of inspiration to find that Christmas spirit too, why not join us at 3 o'clock this Sunday at
Trinity United Church? I'll get another chance to read my favourite lines. What's more, Judy Maddren, the
driving force behind this wonderful phenomenon, will join me; and she gets to read those most famous
Dickens lines of all:
“As Tiny Tim observed, 'God bless us, every one.'”

BE
BE PROUD
PROUD OF
OF
YOUR
YOUR SMILE!
SMILE!
“Your Conﬁdent Smile Is Our Goal”

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge
905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.

Port Perry
905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville
905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland
705-357-3161
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
It's beginning to look a lot
like Christmas… finally
I do adore that matchless feeling
of the oncoming of Christmas -

not even of Christmas itself, but
of those few gloriously anticipatory weeks wherein festivity
begins to bubble under everyone's smile. The days tick past at
a glacial pace, and children live

6
and die in the wait for Santa to
arrive.
As December curbs off the end
of the year, trees twinkle to life,
houses brighten and sparkle
through the long, cold nights,
and that unmistakable drift of
immaculate white wonder
begins to fall. Snow. Pure,
downy, cleansing snow. As it falls
against freezing temperatures, it
coats the world in peace and hol-
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iday anticipation.
And so you must understand
that Christmas sneaks up on a
girl when all she has is lashings
and lashings of rain. Here in
Dublin, as December encroaches
on November, autumn rain
turns into colder, wetter, winter
rain. While snow normally
nudges me into the holiday season, I found myself just a few
days ago looking up at a calendar, startled at how far into the
festive season we are. I felt disoriented, confused, robbed of
that magical time running up
until Christmas eve, when at 24
years of age, I still rush to bed
knowing I'll wake up to a beautiful morning.
I knew the remedy. While
Dublin lay drenched before me,
I started out against the wet
winds toward the one place I
knew would transport me:
Grafton Street. I tucked my jacket collar higher under my ears to
protect against the rainy night
and positioned myself at the bottom of this magical street. As I
took my place my eyes darted
from my drenched feet to the
lights hanging above me.
Enormous chandeliers suspended high up in the middle of the
street, supported by sweeping
drapes of twinkling lights.

The chandeliers, over a dozen
of them, dot their way up the
entire street, lifting your eyes
away from the dreary brick and
into the night sky where stars
play in an enchanting background of inky black night. The
drapes of light are dramatic curtains balancing these enchanting
fixtures, and they twinkle with
the mischief of a thousand darting fairies.
I stood in delight beneath the
festive installation and around
me I began to notice Christmas
in every nook: shoppers bustling
between raindrops, buskers
strumming against the wind,
their voices full of carols, small
children dragging their dampened parents to shop windows to
gawk in childish wonder at the
display before them. The air
crackled with holiday spirit. As
people passed, I noticed an irresistible smile tug at their lips,
and I instinctively returned the
gesture. I felt it warming
through me like a hot cup of
tea… the delicious feeling that
Christmas is on its way.
And as I headed home, my head
dizzy with the festivity, I could
have sworn that the rain looked
more like beautiful fluffy snow,
just for a second.

Extra-Terrestrial Tidbits
by Stan Taylor
Camelopardalis (ka-MEL-o-PAR-da-lis) is located between Polaris
(the north star) and Capella (the brightest star in the constellation
Auriga the giraffe. It is probably one of the most unfamiliar constellations in the night sky. Most of the black space between Polaris and
Capella makes up Camelopardalis. To the ancient Romans, the
giraffe was camelopardalis (camel marked like a leopard). The word
giraffe comes from the Arabic zarafa and is probably of African origin. Camelopardalis is upsidedown when viewing it in the night sky
this month.
The December solstice occurs this year on December 22nd at 5:50
am universal time. It occurs when the sun reaches its most southerly declination of -23.5 degrees. The sun is directly overhead of the
Tropic of Capricorn in the southern hemisphere during the
December solstice. The North Pole is tilted 23.5 degrees away from
the sun.
This is called indirect sunlight. The earth is at its closest point from
the sun, being only about 147 million km away.
In summer, we receive direct sunlight with the earth's northern
hemisphere facing the sun, and the sun directly over the Tropic of
Cancer. At this point the earth is at its furthest distance of about 152
million km from the sun. So you see, it is not distance from the sun
that determines winter and summer, but rather the tilt of the earth.
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn are all visible this month.
Go to http://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/visible-planetstonight for the details.
The Geminid Meteor Showers start about December 13 and end
on the 18th. You might see one per hour starting at 9:00 pm. They
originate in Gemini near Pollux.
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Stemp’s Stew
Something that has irked many
Canadians for a lot of years is having immigration policies that are
among the softest in the world.
Once on Canadian soil, regardless
of how you manage to arrive, one is
given all kinds of benefits until your
case for legal entry can be settled. In
many cases you receive double the
benefits of those who have lived in
Canada all of their lives and now
draw from the Canada Pension.
So far both the Liberals and
Conservatives, when in power, have
done nothing to change these policies that have allowed a lot of people
to fall through the cracks and stay in
Canada illegally for years, often
jumping ahead of immigrants who
do things properly and wait in line
for years, before receiving the highly regarded Canadian citizenship
papers that many native born
Canadians take for granted.
Recently the Harper Conservatives
released plans to revoke 26 times
more Canadian citizenships than all
previous governments combined.
Welcome news for most Canadians.
Immigration Minister Jason Kenney
announced that his department is
looking to pry citizenship away
from more than 2100 people he
believes cheated the system. That
total has climbed from 1800 when
the plan was announced last July.
It's hard to believe only 80 individuals have been stripped of their citizenship between 1947 - when the
Citizenship Act came into effect and this year. Sure makes one wonder if that was the result of governments not having the intestinal fortitude to tackle the problem or
fewer people were abusing the system.
It was great watching Kenney
make the announcement behind a
podium adorned with a large sign
proclaiming “Citizenship Not For
Sale”. Something that should have
been in place the moment the Act
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column by Harry Stemp

was passed by Parliament in 1947.
It is hoped that this action will
undermine the “crooked” immigration consultants who are helping
others take advantage of the system
while reaping profits that reach as
high as $25,000 from a family of
five. These advisers allegedly offer to
help foreigners meet residency
requirements and acquire Canadian
citizenship without ever having to
live in Canada. They help them create false proof of residency by renting them an apartment that may, or
may not, exist. In one case, Kenney
said investigators opened the door
of one phoney address to find a
brick wall.
What a breath of fresh air to hear
Kenney say: “If you are a consultant
involved in selling Canadian citizenship fraudulently to people and
creating fake residency - we are on
to you, it's just a matter of time”.
If the same Harper government
can take steps to keep the boat people from stepping on our shores and
being given many hundreds of our
tax dollars per month, as well as
health benefits, until their cases can
go through the courts, Canadians
will be even more pleased. Kenney's
announcement is a real step forward. Let's not stop there.
--------------------And speaking of the Harper government, one has to admit that they
learn in a hurry when it comes to
paying attention to public opinion,
as last week they said they won't
join with Austria and march down
the trail of politically-corrected
national anthems.
Effective January 1, the first verse
of the Austrian anthem has been
changed to “homeland of great
daughters and sons” from “homeland of great sons”. One remembers
the public hostility that was instantaneous and immediate when the
government suggested that perhaps
it was time to alter the lyrics of O

Canada - “in all our sons command” - for something more gender
neutral.
Canadians refused to go for this
politically correct b-s and let the
government know that the words of
our national anthem were fine just
the way it was written. Harper beat
a hasty retreat and announced “no,
this issue is not up for consideration” when asked if the government
would revisit the issue in light of the
Austrian move. Once bitten twice
shy, seems to be the lesson learned.
While cheering on this move of
strength by the Harper government
let's hope we can count on the same
kind of fortitude and common
sense to prevail when the subject of
removing the word 'God' from our
anthem comes up again.
------------------------Gotta love our neighbours to the
south. The Americans are an interesting lot, especially during an election year. The TV networks are
jammed with political comment
and for a political junkie like me it
is heaven. Hockey on one channel
and politics on the other.
But there are other reasons to find
them interesting. Watch comment
on any international subject and it
is as if the U.S. is top of the list and
other countries, especially Canada,
just don't exist.
Spent the weekend in New York
City with wonderful friends from
Niagara on the Lake who are heavily involved in the Shaw Festival. It's
an annual event which involves several stage productions and some
great dining spots.
The highlight, without a doubt,
was attending the stage presentation
of War Horse. I have seen a lot of
stage productions in my many
years, but when you can have two
puppet horses on stage each operated by three men and minutes into
the play find it hard to believe you
aren't watching live animals, it bog-

gles the mind.
But what I found irritating and
predictable was a booklet I picked
up prior to the show. It described
what we were about to see and
because it is set in World War I it
gave an overview of the war.
Reading along, it described the
horrors of the war that was to end
all wars. An enjoyable read until
they described the tremendous losses by the British and French troops.
The description of the death and
destruction was terrible.
Then it came to the part where the
Yanks entered the war and the tide
turned and, because of their arrival,
victory was realized.
Not a mention of the role that
Canada played in this war. No talk
of the thousands of Canadian men
and women who were killed or who
came back and suffered through
their lives from the mustard gas
attacks. I thought how sad when I
remembered a wonderful Uxbridge
resident, the late George Linton,
who was in the middle of a deadly

mustard gas
attack. As a
young man
I can recall,
like it was
y e s t e r d a y,
when George would leave his office
close to the present TD Bank and
suffer a coughing attack. If one was
standing at the top of the hill near
the post office you could hear
George coughing and it was heartbreaking for the many people in
Uxbridge who loved George.
So when I read the report in the
theatre booklet with no mention of
the fact that Canada was in that war
long before the Yanks, I wanted to
stand up in the theatre and yell,
“Canadians fought and died in
World War I too”. I didn't. I sat quietly and thought, to myself “George, if you are looking down I
am sorry I didn't stand up and
defend your honour, but I hope you
feel good that I wanted to.”
Such is life.

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Foundation
would like to thank the following for their involvement with

Festival of Lights 2011
• Pat Higgins & Canadian Tire

• Uxbridge Cottage Hospital

Uxbridge, Corporate Sponsor
• Sharon & Eric Hambly,
Siloam Orchards
• Mario Vella, Pyro Mario Fireworks
• Larry Whitelock & Stage 1 Rentals
• Uxbridge Pipes & Drums
• Bill McKee, Town Crier
• Dan Pollard, Emcee
• Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
• Carol Anderson, Director
Uxbridge Site
• Janet Beed, CEO,
MSH Corporation

Auxiliary
• Shirley Mount
• Joyce Leek
• Margaret Fleming
• Uxbridge Firefighters
• Festive Lighting
• Durham EMS
• Hospital Food Services,
Maintenance & Housekeeping
Staff
• Katie Fisher & Erin McIsaac
• John Wood
• The Roxy Kids in Action

Congratulations to Trish Irven
Winner of the Gift Basket (valued at $150) courtesy of Siloam Orchards

Festival of Lights
is UCH Foundation's way of saying thank you to the community
for continuing to support our hospital throughout the year.

STRONG SHOWING FOR UXBRIDGE SWIM CLUB - The Uxbridge Swim Club (USC) had a strong showing recently at the Barrie AquaFeast Swim
Meet in November. Mitchel Ferraro (15 and over), right, and Scott Kerr (13 - 14yrs), left, came home as high point trophy winners while Erin
Power (C) obtained her first provincial time standard in 100 back. Other top scoring included Hans Fracke placing second overall in his age
group, Tessa Wootten 2nd in the 400 free and Lauren Baines 3rd in 200 breastroke. Taylor Larkan placed 1st in 50 back, 100 breast, 50 free
and 2nd in 100 free and 200 breastroke. Natalie Metzing placed 2nd in 50 fly and 3rd in 50 free and 100 Free. Finn Tuck dominated the boys
10 and under with top 3 finishes in all 7 of his events while his cousin Lilly Tuck placed 3rd in 200 back, 100 back and 50 fly. Emily Winslow
placed 1st in 200 breastroke and 2nd in 100 breast. For more information on the USC, check out www.uxbridgeswimclub.com .

Whether you donate financially, volunteer your time or organize an event on
our behalf, The Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation greatly appreciates your
assistance. Your financial support, hard work and dedication are making a
difference in how health care is delivered in Uxbridge.
Thank You!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation Board & Staff
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Uxbridge Travel Centre
15 Brock Street West

905-852-6163

Have an AWESOME
Christmas!!!

Surprise someone special this Christmas
season with a travel gift certificate,
family vacation, or currency to spend
on their dream holiday.

Come visit us we’ve got a world of ideas!
www.thomascook.ca/uxbridgetravel
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New York Times"bestselling author Pasricha
reminds readers what's so
awesome about the
holidays in a beautiful twocolor gift book. Strangely
heartwarming . . . perfect
for rainy days-"The New Yorker".

"The Book of Awesome" is
a celebration of life's little
moments and the underappreciated, simple things
that make us happy, from
popping bubble wrap to
hitting a bunch of green
lights in a row.

The creator of the "1000
Awesome Things" blog
and author of "The Book
of Awesome" looks at
even more of the little
things that make people
smile every day.

Blue Heron books has signed
copies!!!! The perfect Christmas
gift for all the awesome people
on your list...
62 Brock Street West | Uxbridge | 905-852-4282

www.blueheronbooks.com
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Your one-stop shop for unique gift ideas!
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Thank you for your support, all the best for 2012
%URFN6W:8QLW8[EULGJHZZZSKDUPDFKRLFHFRP

COME ON IN!
Enter for a
SAMSUNG 40" HD TV in the store!
Draw on Dec 23rd!
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Henry’s Arms One of Uxbridge’s top
bands. Bring an item for the Food Bank
to get in.

Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Dec. 15-18 Living Nativity Biannual Christmas pageant in Centennial
Park, sponsored by Uxbridge Baptist
Church. 7:30 and 8:15 p.m. See page
15 for more.
Dec. 15-31
Fantasy of Lights
Annual festival of lights in Elgin Park. 610 p.m.
Dec. 15-17 Willy Wonka Jr. Play
for children at Music Hall. 7 p.m.
Matinee Dec. 17 at 3:30 p.m. Tickets at
Sugar FX.
Fri., Dec. 16, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hilly 2+ hr., 10+ km moderate to fast
hike in Walker Woods. Meet at the
parking area on the east side of the 6th
Conc., 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. No dogs please. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161
Fri., Dec. 16 Blood Donor Clinic 17:30 p.m. Uxbridge Seniors Centre
Fri., Dec. 16 Play Date with Santa
9:30am to 11:30am, at the Uxbridge
Early Learning Centre, 141 Reach St.
$5.00 a child and no registration is
required.
Sat., Dec. 17, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a

hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a
1+ hr., 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Join
us for breakfast the hike. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sun., Dec. 18
3 p.m. A dramatic
reading of Charles Dickens' "A
Christmas Carol, with seasonal music
by the Uxbridge Chamber Choir, together with the Uxbridge Youth Choir, at
Trinity United Church, Uxbridge. Guest
narrator: Judy Maddren, prominent CBC
host. Proceeds to the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. Tickets from Presents, Presents
or Blue Heron Books, or online at
www.uxbridgechamberchoir.ca - $15
in advance, $20 at the door, 12 and
under free.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Dec. 20 Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Meeting 1:00pm Tea,
Christmas Carols. Please bring your
mug.
Wed., Dec. 21, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
14 km, 4+ hr. moderate to fast pace
loop hike at Glen Major. There are
some hills. Meet at the parking area on
the west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham 21. Russ Burton 905830-2862.
Thurs., Dec. 22

Tiger Talk
Tigers get M.A.D.D.
by Charlotte Damus
Every day, families feel the pain of losing someone close
to their heart, whether it's a family member or a friend.
All the pain could be avoided if one person made the
simple choice of not getting behind the wheel when
impaired. It could save not only their life, but the lives of
their passengers and the others on the road.
An assembly on drunk driving was held last Friday at
USS. The improv team brought to life demonstrations of
some bad choices, better options, and the best way of
dealing with dangerous driving situations. They led off
with a short, moving speech illustrating to the students
how much it impacts others when family members are
killed in accidents. Awards were presented to the winners
of a MADD poster contest. A film made by former student, Sabrina Adams, on the outcome of accidents, was
shown.
The improv team - Aidan Sweatman, Luke Kimball,
Damon Nichol, Damian Graham, Vanessa Walsh,
Tanner Ferris, Matthew Fearnley-Brown, and Dan
Woods - performed skits on texting and driving,
impaired drivers, and speeding. The first performance
involved two friends going to a party. The driver didn't
know where he was going. In the game Bad, Better and
Best three solutions were presented.
Bad: Driver texts the host while he's driving. The driver isn't concentrating on the road; therefore, he could
miss a sign, turn or slide into the oncoming traffic.
Better: The passenger texts the host. The driver could
still be distracted if the passenger pesters him for more
information.
Best: The passenger shares the instructions he Googled
before getting into the car. Everyone knows what the
destination will be, and how to get there. No discussion,
no arguments that could distract and the road is clear for
safe arrival.
What if one friend was impaired and about to get

Juice at King

Sat., Dec. 24, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a
1+ hr., 4.5 km moderate pace hike. No
dogs please. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton
905-830-2862.
Sun., Dec. 25 No need to eat
alone on Christmas Day. Join many
residents of all ages in Uxbridge Town
and Township for the annual Christmas
Dinner at the Seniors Centre on
Marietta Street at 12:00 noon. A call to
905-852-7016 or 905-862-2298 will
arrange a ride should you need one
(and let the committee know approximately how many places to set). Last
minute guests are warmly welcomed.
THERE IS NO CHARGE.

UPCOMING
Wed., Dec. 28, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
14+ km, 4+ hr. moderate to fast pace
hilly, loop hike at Walker/Glen Major.
Icers or snowshoes may be needed.
Meet at the parking area on the east side
of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Bob
Comfort 905-473-2669.
Fri., Dec. 30, 9.30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
10+ km, 2+ hr. moderate to fast pace

behind a wheel after leaving a party?
Bad: You and your friend both get in the
car and drive off - impaired friend in the
driver's seat. The car swerves and ends up
in a ditch or hits another vehicle. Death and severe
injuries could be the result.
Better: You decide to spend the night instead of accepting a ride home with your impaired friend. You are safe,
but your friend is still a danger to himself and to others.
Best: You insist that both you and your impaired friend
stay the night. You and your friend are safe, although
your friend might have a hangover.
Two friends, in a car, are late for a party, so the passenger urges the driver to put the pedal to the metal.
Bad: the driver follows his friend's advice and steps on
the gas. The driver endangers himself, his friend, and
others on the road.
Better: The driver decides to take back roads where
there are less cars and fewer police to catch them. The
driver is still endangering himself and his friend, but he
is less likely to endanger other drivers if he takes less used
routes.
Best: The driver insists on driving at the speed limit.
The end result -- they make it to the party and have a
good time. The driver is endangering no one by following all the rules.
Later, sadness permeated the room when one grandmother shared her story of why she had to raise her
grandson. Her daughter and son-in-law were killed by a
drunk driver and their three year old son was left an
orphan. He never knew his parents, and wasn't able to
share all his achievements with them. His grandparents
were no longer able to spoil their grandson, they had to
raise him. Imagine growing up never knowing your parents, or the pain of having your son or daughter leave the
world ahead of you. Her speech brought tears to many
of the students and staff's eyes.
A more light-hearted topic would be the semi-formal
dance that took place Thursday December 8. About 300
students attended and it was a very successful night.
Everyone had fun. Thanks to everyone who participated
and volunteered. Uxbridge students showed loads of
tiger spirit.
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hilly hike in Walker Woods. No dogs
please. Meet at the parking area on the
east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Dec. 31, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a
1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike. Join
us for breakfast after the hike. Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Dec. 31
LOL New Year’s
Dance Annual dance in benefit of Land
Over Landings, the organization in
opposition to the Pickering Airport.
Brougham Hall. Tickets $25 per person,
reserve by calling 905-649-2433.

ONGOING
Uxperience looks for beneficiaries: If you are involved in a local nonprofit group, why not make your case for
funding from uxperience, the Uxbridge
variety show? Uxperience has provided funding to various local non-profit
groups to the tune of $95000.00 over
the past 20 years. Groups that have
benefited in the past include the Cottage
Hospital, Windreach Farms, Precious
Minds, Community Living and many
more. Proposals outlining your organization and how the funds would be used
should
be
mailed
to
Ann
Sauder(Proceeds Chair) at 14 Gamron
Ave. Uxbridge, ON L9P 1R4. The
deadline for applications has been

extended to November 30, 2011.
Support the Uxbridge Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank this Christmas!
Gemstone Equestrian is offering a free
introductory lesson or $15.00 credit
towards our camp or lesson packages
for donations. Running till Dec. 18th.
Please call us at (905) 852-7553 or visit
us
online
at
www.gemstoneequestrian.com
for
details.
North House and Community
Churches will be holding a soup
lunch on Wednesdays from 12 1:30pm at St. Andrew's-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church. The lunches run
through until March. Come enjoy some
healthy, delicious soup! Pay what you
can.
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market Fresh
produce and much, much more. Every
Sunday till Dec. 18 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. indoors at Uxbridge Arena.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like
us to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

UXBRIDGE SECONDARY SCHOOL
DECEMBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH
ARTIST OF THE MONTH
SEAN ADAMS is a music student who is very involved in all
aspects of the Uxbridge SS Music Department. He is a dedicated member of the Intermediate and Senior Concert Bands
as well as both the Junior and Senior Jazz Band. He regularly attends Music Council meetings and can be counted on to
help out with set-up and tear-down of any concert situation.
We thank him for his contributions! Great job, Sean!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH
JACKIE YAFFA is a music student who is very involved in all
aspects of the Uxbridge SS Music Department. He is a dedicated member of the Intermediate and Senior Concert Bands as
well as both the Junior and Senior Jazz Band. He regularly
attends Music Council meetings and can be counted on to help
out with set-up and tear-down of any concert situation. We
thank him for his contributions! Great job, Sean!

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH
JORDAN SHARP is an outstanding student at Uxbridge S.S.
He is the “go to” person for any computer problems in Ms.
Cook’s PLP class and is always willing to help other students
and staff members too. Jordan is the also the guardian of the
five fish in the PLP class, making sure they don’t go hungry.
Jordan works in the school cafeteria one day per week and
helps out with food service and cash. Jordan works at
McDonald’s and Walmart as well, where he is independent,
courteous and hard working. Jordan is an amazing person
and will surely make you smile if you ever get the privilege to
meet him. Congratulations, Jordan! You are truly a role model
for us all!

ATHLETE OF THE MONTH
ZAC DONER came back to USS this year for one reason and
one reason only: to successfully capture the AAAA LOSSA
Boys Volleyball title! Zac accomplished his goal by helping our
Tigers dismantle arch rivals Pickering in four sets to capture
the crown, a first in the school’s history. He is the captain who
led our team to a first place finish in LOSSA league play with
a 50 and 9 overall record. Zac helped our team capture the
Uxbridge Tiger Classic where he received the tournament MVP
honours. His exemplary performance and dedication to the
program has directly resulted in our extremely successful season, finishing fifth at the OFSAA Championships. The team’s
success would not have been possible without Zac’s motivation
and exceptional play-making abilities as our setter. He is the
heart and soul of our team and a worthy recipient of Athlete
of the Month!
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Bruins finally find late legs
by Roger Varley
After running out of gas in Friday's 7-5 loss
to Port Perry MoJacks, the Uxbridge
Bruins found new legs on Tuesday to beat
second-place Lakefield Chiefs 5-4 in overtime.
Down by two goals as the clock ran down,
the Bruins scored two goals in the last two
minutes of regulation time to send the
game into a scoreless overtime. The Bruins
won on the shootout.
At the arena on Friday, the Bruins held the
lead twice and twice they allowed the
MoJacks to come back to eventually defeat
the Uxbridge squad 7-5.
The result highlighted the Bruins' major
problem this year: lack of staying power in
the third period. The fact that the team has
been hindered most of the season by
injuries is a major factor, but the Bruins
have also seen players suspended for games,
further shortening the bench. As an example, Jayson Heydon returned to the ice
Friday after missing action because of suspensions and before the first period reached

the halfway mark he received a five-minute
penalty and was ejected from the game for
what the referee called boarding but was in
fact a combination of charging and checking from behind. The penalty was completely unnecessary, since it came while the
puck was jammed along the boards.
Heydon's penalty, combined with
Brendan Neville's slashing penalty less than
a minute later, gave the MoJacks a twoman advantage for a full two minutes,
resulting in Port Perry's first goal of the
game.
Uxbridge opened the scoring at the 14.49
mark when Mike Ramsey converted a Steve
Posteraro pass, with Kyle Northover also
receiving an assist. Just over a minute later,
Neville made it 2-0 with Posteraro again
supplying the pass. The MoJacks came
back with their power-play goal and then
tied the game before the Bruins scored two
more. First Andrew Liboiron scored on a
blast from the blue line for a power-play
goal, assisted by Ramsey and Kenzie Smith,
and then Smith scored following a beautiful passing play involving Neville and Nick

JUNIOR C STANDINGS

- as of Monday, Dec. 12

Team

Wins

Losses

16

5

2

34

LAKEFIELD CHIEFS

16

6

2

34

PORT PERRY MOJACKS

13

9

1

27

UXBRIDGE BRUINS

10

11

3

23

CLARINGTON EAGLES

9

13

1

19

GEORGINA ICE

6

16

1

13

LITTLE BRITAIN

MERCHANTS

OT Losses Points

Kucera.
Early in the second, the MoJacks scored
their third, but Posteraro regained the
Bruins' two-goal lead on the power play,
assisted by Northover. Port Perry came
back with two goals - including another
power-play marker - to end the period tied
5-5.
The MoJacks extended their lead early in
the third period and finished off the scoring with an empty net goal in the dying
seconds.
The Bruins remain mired in fourth place
in the six-team OHA Jr. C Central
Division. If they are to improve, the players
have to do more to buy into coach Matt
Muir's call for more disciplined play. Of
the seven players in the league who have
more than 60 minutes in penalties so far,
five are members of the Bruins. The two
most penalized players in the league are
both with the Clarington Eagles: Brendan
Hessen with 96 minutes and Dallas Greer
with 91.
But whatever place the Bruins finish the
season in, they still will make the playoffs.
Central Division convenor Jim Orr told
the Cosmos the top two teams in the division will both have byes, while the lower
placed teams face each other in best-of-five
mini series. The team finishing in third
place will face the sixth-place team while
fourth place will play against fifth place.
In the best-of-seven semi-finals, the top
team will face the lowest-placed team
emerging victorious from the mini series.
The Bruins will be in action again tomorrow at the arena at 7:45 p.m. against
league-leading Little Britain Merchants,
followed by a return game in Little Britain
on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. On Wednesday,
the Bruins travel to Keswick to face the
Georgina Ice in an 8:30 p.m. game.
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Bruin of
the Week
by Jane Alexander

BLAKE ERTEL
Every hockey team needs a leading
scorer, but Blake Ertel is doing
more than that on the Uxbridge
Bruins.
At six years old, young Blake
entered the world of hockey on a
team called the Ice Busters, in
house league, and never looked
back. Now nineteen, Blake started
his first season with the Bruins this
year.
“I played in Niagara last year and
a friend that used to play on the
Bruins told me Uxbridge was a
good place to play,” Blake said. “So
I came here.” Blake lives in
Scarborough and plays forward as a
left winger.
Although this is Blake’s first year
with the Bruins, he is doing very
well at generating points. Blake has
34 points so far, including 22 goals.
He is third in the division with
points, but first overall with getting
the puck in the net. Among Bruin
players, he leads with both.
“I’ve always been a good scorer,”
Blake says, “but never leading a
team before.”

Blake is looking for a certain
amount of points this season, more
than goals.
“Last year the guy that finished
with the most points had 70,”
Blake explained. “I’m trying to get
80.”
With 22 games played so far in the
season and 18 to go, Blake will
need to get in gear if he wants to
make it to 80 points. Even matching his number of points now won’t
get him to 80 or pass the leading
point’s player from last season.
Blake can’t remember his first regular season game or his first goal as
a Bruin, but “I remember my first
pre-season game,” he said. “I got
two goals against Clarington.”
Blake is attending college parttime right now, but would really
like to continue on with his hockey
career in someway.
“I would really like the chance to
go play in Europe; that would be
really cool.”
For now, though, Blake is going to
focus on continuing to gather his
points and score for the Bruins, to
help them rise in the standings.
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
ONE OF A
KIND GIFTS
FOR

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

905-852-5313

THAT SPECIAL

SOMEONE!!
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

Give me a call - No job too small
9269
3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

ONE STOP
OPTICAL
~ Eye Examinations ~
~Eye Glasses ~
~ Contact Lenses ~
~ Repairs ~
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!
4 BANFF ROAD (Beside Dollarama)

905-852-2280

KO PEL’S

CENTURY FURNITURE

905-852-7129
RIGHT HAND
MAN
647-333-7746

SNOW CLEARING

Pre 1940’s preferred
B.A.

Certified Cabinet Maker
1984
Port Perry

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

Uxbridge - Cell

~ Restorations
~ Repairs
~ Refinishing
Nancy R. Chalut

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-985-8621

Your Best Man
for the Job!
www.myrighthandman.ca

Classified
Free

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“The Lord will give you
proof: a virgin will have a
son and name him
Immanuel.” - Isaiah 7:14
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE
OF METAL, GOOD OR NOT:
Appliances, AC, microwaves,
batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers,
plumbing fixture, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm
machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE
TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out
sheds, barns, garages, stores,
factories. 905-952-9844 or
905-473-1907. 12/22
Services
FRESH START - LOCAL
MATURE DUTCH CLEANING
LADY with reliable car seeking
client in the area. Over 30 years
experience, excellent references, weekly or bi-weekly. No
job too tedious. Reasonable,
reliable, and references available. $20.00 per hour. Ann
Newman 905-852-5403 12/15
HOME DAY CARE AVAILABLE: Full or part time, early

arrival, late pickup, hot lunches
and snacks provided, lots of
room to play. references available. Lorrie 905-852-2349.
1/12
Vehicles for Sale
FOR SALE: 1999 Olds Intrigue,
4dr, V6,loaded, air, leather, new
fuel pump, new front & rear
brakes, new rrotors, new muffler and tailpipe, new gas line
filter. good clean running car.
$1250. Call Russ 647-273-7193
12/15
FOR SALE: HYUNDAI SANTE FE
2005. 165,000 km. Standard,
winter tires on rims. $5000. Call
905-852-4969
evenings.
12/22
Wanted
For Sale
FOR SALE: Cedar posts and
railings for fencing. $10 each.
Doug at 905-640-6006. 12/22
FOR SALE: Dresses for
Christmas parties. New starting

at $10 and up. Please call
Margaret
905-852-5148.
Lormik Drive, Uxbridge. 12/15
GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT:
Ryleepuss Productions Presents
The Sound of Music Feb 2012,
Uxbridge Music Hall. Call Mike
905-852-1836. 12/22
For Rent
FOR RENT: 3 bedroom house,
downtown Uxbridge, walk to all
amenities. Parking, large backyard, available Dec 1st,
$1500/month, Utilities extra.
Inquire
- 416-457-1204
12/15
F O R R E N T: Downtown
Uxbridge, large, clean 2 bedroom apt, main level, parking,
appliances, separate entrance,
$1300/mo. Inclusive. Call/text
647-220-6093 12/15
FOR RENT: Uxbridge One
Bedroom, Heat, Hydro, Fridge
,Stove incl. $875/month,1st &
last, avail January 1, no
smoke/pets 416-791-3451.
12/15
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Last Rock
Saturday November 26th was a busy
day at the Uxbridge Curling Club
(UCC). In the morning, from 8:00
– 11:00 am, the club held its second
annual pancake breakfast. Over 200
people from the UCC membership
and across the Uxbridge community
visited the club for a breakfast of
homemade pancakes, sausages,
maple
syrup,
and
coffee.
Decorations, raffles and prizes added

by Malcolm Thistle

to the jubilant Christmas atmosphere, and everyone finished breakfast in plenty of time to go and
watch the Uxbridge Santa Claus
parade.
This fun filled morning reflected
the organization and enthusiasm of
volunteers Don McGregor, Bruce
Jefferson, and Howard Harper (who
did the cooking), and Lynda
Macham, Brenda Harper, Pam

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
No matter where you are in life’s journey,
you are always welcome.
Please join us for:
CHRISTMAS EVE CAROLS 7 PM

CHRISTMAS MORNING 10:30 AM
St. Andrew’s-Chalmers Presbyterian Church
40B Toronto Street South, Uxbridge
905-852-6262

~ HARSHAW, JAMES ~
Gone too soon. It is with intense sorrow that we announce the passing of
James Christopher Harshaw, age 45. A gifted man, Jimy excelled in so
many fields of endeavor, including cooking, baking and cabinetry to
name a few. He always demonstrated a deep compassion for others,
young and old alike, helping out neighbors whenever he was able.
Predeceased by his mother June and grandfathers George Harshaw and
Bob Clifford. Jimy will be profoundly missed by his son JT, his loving partner Diane Ralph, her children Carla (Kasper) and Clinton, grandchildren
Tia and Kaylee, his father Tim Harshaw and step mother Searita, his sister Sara, her husband Mark and nephew Robert Richardson. Sharing in
their grief are his aunt, Cathi Harshaw, uncle, Steve Clifford, his cousin
Drew Green (Andrea) and their sons Liam and Aidan, step-siblings Fred,
Fernando and Querita, and most especially his beloved grandmothers
Clarice Harshaw and Jeanette Clifford. The family truly appreciates the
heroic efforts of the staffs at TGH, ICU Transplant Unit and ICU at TEGH.
A gathering to celebrate Jimy’s life will be held at the Low and Low
Funeral Home, 23 Main St. S. Uxbridge (905) 852-3073 on Tuesday,
December 20, 2011 from 12-3 p.m. with a brief testimonial at 2 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, please support the Ontario Trillium Foundation at
www.trilliumfoundation.org Online condolences may be made at
www.lowandlow.ca

Norton, Greg Norton, Rob Auskin,
Fred Mills, Sharon Marshall, Cindy
Barnett, and Lisa McFarlane. Thanks
to all the volunteers who made this
such a wonderful event.
The curling club would like to
extend a big hearty Christmas thanks
to all the townsfolk who came out.
While everyone inside was enjoying
the pancake breakfast, out on the ice
the Ont. Curling Association’s Pepsi
Junior Man and Women’s playdown
for zone 6 was getting underway.

This Way
Who is Jesus?
Who is this Jesus, whose birth we celebrate at Christmas? Was he just a
good man, a great teacher, a prophet
or did he even exist?
The Encyclopedia Britannica (1974
Edition) used 20,000 words in
describing the person Jesus Christ.
That is more space than given to
Aristotle, Cicero, Alexander The
Great, Julius Caesar, Buddha,
Confucius, Mohammed or Napoleon
Bonaparte.
The birth of Jesus Christ was truly
the watershed of history. All of history before that remarkable event is signified as B.C. (Before Christ) and was
a countdown to his momentous birth.
All of history since his birth, signified
as A.D. (Anno Domini, Latin for The
Year of our Lord.), points back to that
time when God came to visit planet
earth in the form of a human being.
There are over 300 prophecies in the
Bible's Old Testament about a coming Messiah, that came to pass with
100% accuracy in the person of Jesus
Christ. They included such things as:
where he would be born, his virgin
birth, betrayal by a friend, hands and
feet pierced. All these prophecies were
given 400 to 1000 years before
Christ's birth.
Henry G. Bosch tells of the influence of Jesus: Socrates, Plato and
Aristotle, considered amoung the
greatest philosophers of all antiquity,
taught for a combined total of 130
years. Jesus taught for only three
years, yet the influence of Christ's
teaching infinitely transcends the
combined effort of those three teachers.
“Jesus painted no pictures; yet, some
of the finest paintings of Raphael,
Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci
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The UCC was selected
to hold the play downs
this year and our own
OCA Representative,
Randy Grant, hosted
the event as teams from Annandale,
Sutton, Tam Heather, Whitby, and
Uxbridge, as well as their coaches,
families, and friends descended on
the club for two days of curling to
determine the zone 6 representatives
for the regionals. The Uxbridge
team of Nathan Lofgren (Skip), Reis
Brauch (Vice), Andrew Edwards
(Second), Matthew Edwards (Lead),
and coach Ray Brauch advanced for
the junior men. On the women’s

side, Erin Macaulay’s from Whitby
advanced. The lead for the Macaulay
team is UCC member Brooke
Buncombe. At the regionals in
Minden this past weekend, the
Lofgren team lost their first game to
Brett Deckoning from Omemee,
but beat Graham Singer from
Weston. On Sunday, they played
the Jack Lindsay team from St.
Georges. In an exciting match, it
came down to the last shot of the
game, but unfortunately Lofgren
ended up losing 8 – 7. The
Maccaulay team with Brooke
Buncombe, also went 1 and 2 and
was eliminated.
continued page 14

by Vince Winder
received their inspiration from Him.
Jesus wrote no poetry, but Dante,
Milton and scores of the world's
greatest poets were inspired by Him.
Jesus composed no music, still
Haydn, Beethoven, Bach and
Mendelssohn reached their highest
perfection of melody in the hymns,
symphonies and oratorios they composed in His praise. Every sphere of
human greatness has been enriched
by the humble Carpenter of
Nazareth,” born in a manger in an old
stable.
Jesus himself claimed to be God and
the Jewish leaders killed him for that
claim, considering it blasphemy. C. S.
Lewis said, “A man who said the sort
of things that Jesus said would not be
a great moral teacher, He would
either be a lunatic – on the level with
the man who says he is a poached egg
– or else he would be the devil of hell.
You must make your choice. Either
this man was, and is, the son of God:
or else a mad man or something
worse.”
Lewis adds: “You can shut Him up
as a fool, you can spit at Him and kill
Him as a demon; or you can fall at
His feet and call Him Lord and God.
But let us not come up with any
patronizing nonsense about His being
a great human teacher. He has not left
that open to us. He did not intend
to.”
So what does this Jesus have to do
with me today?
Well, He was called the Prince of

Peace. Are you wanting peace in your
life? He can give it to you. The reason
we don't have peace is because we are
by nature selfish and unsatisfied. In
ourselves we feel incomplete and
empty. No matter how much we
have, be it money, pleasure or power,
we want a little bit more and a little
bit more to satisfy us, but it never
does. Why is that? Because inside us is
a “God-shaped vacuum” that only
Jesus Christ can fill.
Jesus came to make us complete and
satisfied, so that we can live at peace
with ourselves and others, like He
did. He came “to give light to those
living in darkness and in the shadow
of death, to guide our feet into the
path of peace.” (Luke 1:79)
May the Prince of peace guide your
feet into the path of peace, at this
Christmas time, that you may experience the completeness that He alone
can bring to your life. Sincere
Christmas blessings to all.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com
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PI re-defines gravity at USS

from page 13

The juniors are young men and
women under the age of 21 and with
a few years of qualification left, I am
sure we will hear from these young
curlers again.
The Thursday Daytime league had
an exciting finish to its first session.
With one game remaining in regular
league play, two teams, Ian Fockler’s
(Skip), Suzanne Murphy (Vice),
Malcolm Thistle (Second), and Jim
Barton(Lead), and Bill Harwood’s
(Skip), Debra Kenna (Vice), Hank
Carlson (Second), and Peg Bailey
(Lead), were tied in the standings. By
a coincidence of the schedule they
played each other in the final game.
After falling behind early in the game,
Bill Harwood’s team fought back
valiantly, only to see the Fockler team
score two more in the final end to
claim the championship.
Six teams from the Wednesday
Daytime pick up league skipped by
Peter Mitchell, Bill Williamson,
Gerry Collyer, Al Pilkey, Andy
Hemphill, and Kevin Dacey visited
York Curling Club in Newmarket
on Friday November 18th. Each team
played two six end games, one before
and one after lunch. The Newmarket
teams took the first three places followed by two Uxbridge teams. The
top Uxbridge, team was Gerry
Collyer (Skip), Tim Lofgren (Vice),
Hugh McGinn (second) and Peg
Bailey (lead).
On Dec. 3, the UCC hosted the
men’s Turkey Spiel sponsored by Len
Graphics. The spiel was full with
teams from Tam Heather, York,
Unionville, Uxbridge, and Korea. Yes,
that’s Korea! The Korean Junior team
has been in Ontario for some training
and practice with Mike Harris who
represented Canada at the 1998
Olympics, and
their schedule
allowed them to visit Uxbridge to
play in our bonspiel. The overall win-

VIEWPOINTS

H

T h u r s d a y, D e c e m b e r 1 5 t h 2 0 1 1

ners of the bonspiel and high three
game winners of the second draw
were the members of the Korean junior team, Jeongmin (Jack) Kim,
Jinyeong (Jang) Jang, San (Daniel)
Kim, Woorammiroo (Willie) Kim,
Minguk (Min) Seo and their coach
Ilho (Gary) Kim.
They are definitely strong curlers
and should do well in the future. The
high three game winners in the first
draw were Barry Acton, Howard
Harper, Randy Grant and Jim Markel
of Uxbridge. Special thanks to
Uxbridge members Paul Trudgen,
Rob Ruskin, Dave Fleming and
Ashley Duffy for filling in at the last
minute after a team from Tam
Heather was forced to withdraw
because of a medical emergency to
one of their team members. They also
did well by placing in the top three in
their draw and winning some of the
turkeys that were awarded as prizes to
the top three teams in each draw.
The teams all enjoyed a lunch of
soup and peameal on a bun and a full
turkey dinner prepared by Liz Smith.
Volunteers helping out during the
spiel were Mike Smith, Sharon
Marshall, Pam Norton, Mike Hulan,
Alice Ciccerella, Peggy Roy and students Rob Brown and Troy Wagner.
Thanks to all.
The first session of most leagues is
winding down with the playoffs to
come. There are openings in most
leagues for the second half which will
begin after Christmas and the club is
taking new registrations up to
December 16th. If you are interested
in joining the Uxbridge Curling Club
or would like more information
please call the club at 905-852-6862.
Good curling!

by Stan Taylor
December 1st was a great day at
Uxbridge Secondary School
(USS). The Perimeter Institute
(PI) Outreach Team from the
University of Waterloo sent four
of its scientists to USS to conduct
a hands-on, science workshop,
with the top female and male
Grade 12 physics students from
each high school in the Durham
region invited to take part. This is
part of an on-going "Go Physics"
programme designed by the PI.
The event held at USS was coordinated by Marie Strickland,
Educational
Outreach
Coordinator at PI and Lisa Cole,
Science Department Head
(USS).
Kevin Donkers, a Waterloo high
school physics teacher introduced
the topics to be discussed in this
all-day workshop. He was followed by Dave Vsolyk, a high
school physics teacher also from
Waterloo. Dave explained the different areas of unification theory
that theoretical physicists are currently working on. For example:

Wave theory and particle theory
created the notion of quantum
mechanics; space and time
became special relativity; heavens
and Earth resulted in Newtonian
gravity; quantum mechanics and
general relativity evolved into
quantum field theory; special relativity and Newtonian gravity
evolved into general relativity;
and general relativity and quantum field theory evolved into
quantum gravity (describes gravitation as the curvature of spacetime by matter and energy and
implies some sort of quantization
of spacetime geometry).
The PI scientists offered two
explanations for gravity:
1. The Force Model - A force
that pulls down like a bungee
cord that we are all familiar with
involving Newtonian physics,
and
2. The Acceleration Model - The
ground moving up to meet an
object (Einstein's curved spacetime model).
Each explanation is a model of
how something works. With the
Force Model of gravity that we

Leaskdale News
The residents of Leaskdale and
frequent users of Durham Road
1 are pleased that the road work
and bridge replacement are now
complete. Traffic is again mov-

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

are familiar with, the model fails
when it comes to the orbits of
planets around the sun. The orbit
of Mercury, for example, doesn't
fit the model as it is explained by
Newtonian physics. Einstein's
model does.
Dr. Richard Epp fielded questions from the students following
the workshop. As he pointed out,
you cannot prove a model; you
can only disprove it. Our current
understanding of how gravity
works doesn't fit nature (what is
observable). Gravity is not a force
- it is curved spacetime.
I don't know about the students, but this reporter was left
with more questions than
answers. Perhaps that was the
point - to think like a physicist.
The day was packed with presentations and activities for students as they explored gravity in
the morning and quantum
mechanics in the afternoon, and
the students were engaged, questioning, and involved in the discussions and experiments. For
students of their calibre, it was a
challenging but enjoyable day.

with Helen Harrison

ing freely...
We are sorry to hear of the
death of Gail Peers who was a
long-time resident of Udora. A
memorial service will be held at
Udora United Church on Sun.
Jan 8 @ 2:00 p.m., with visitation at Low and Low Funeral
Home the previous day, Jan. 7,
1-3 p.m...
Hunters on the local deer hunt
last week were successful in snag-

ging a few in the area...
Christmas Eve Services at St.
Paul's Leaskdale Church will be
at 5:00, 7:00, and 9:00 p.m..
with one service on Christmas
morning @10:00 a.m. Regular
services will resume at 9:00 and
11:00 a.m. on Sun. Jan.1...
Best wishes of the Season are
extended to everyone for
Christmas and the New Year.

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

Fri., Dec. 16
BRUINS vs.

Uxbridge Farmers' Market

LITTLE BRITAIN

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for an Uxbridge Bruins game. Last week’s
viewpoint (bottom photo) was at John’s Garden on
the Seventh Concession; it was guessed by Nan Hill
of Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to the top photo
next week.

O
SUNDAYS
D . 18
Opening
Day Sunday June
4th
N
I
L
W !
ArenaC! 9am-1pm
AUxbridge
C
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-2
PEN

Check out all
things Bruin at:

OW NDOORS

www.uxbridgebruins.com

Photos by Renee Leahy.

ORDER YOUR TURKEYS, HAMS, PRIME RIB
OR OTHER SEASONAL SENSATIONS NOW!

•
•
•
•
•

THROUGH

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

RENA

OMMUNITY

AST

ENTRE

EC

EEK

AM

PM

Crafts,Vegetables,
Baked Goods,
Preserves,
Fresh
BakedArtisans,
Goods, Preserves,
Frozen Meat,
Honey,
Maple Plants,
Syrup, Vegetables,
Frozen Meat,Fruit,
Crafts,
and muchPlants
more.and great Gift Ideas!
Artisans,
We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Your
Come
outlast
and
enjoy to
chance
our 5th year
stock up
of the
for the
Uxbridge
winter!
Farmers’
Market!
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Living Nativity returns
to Centennial Park
alive and start moving.
The people of Uxbridge Baptist
Church would love to help make
the story of Christmas come
alive for you and your family.
The Living Nativity is a fullsized dramatic presentation
depicting
the
town
of
Bethlehem, built outdoors in the
center of Uxbridge, where the
birth of Christ is re-enacted
using more than 125 actors and
many live animals. Everyone
enjoys the pageantry of the
Roman soldiers on horseback,
the colourful costumes and the
majestic Christmas music and
narration. The cast and animals
will live out the events leading
up to the moment when the
Baby Jesus was born in a humble
stable, then follow the travels of
the shepherds and the wisemen's
entourage as they come to pay
homage to the newborn King.

Photo by Stephen Wright
It has become a tradition in
Uxbridge, endorsed by the community, the local council and
many of the businesses. The
Living Nativity is a gift to you
and your family from your
friends at Uxbridge Baptist
Church and has been produced

in alternate years since 1984.
The 2011 performances will
start on Friday, December 16th
and run through to and include
Sunday, December 18th in
Centennial Park, the center of
town at 7:30 PM and 8:15 PM.
Start a new Christmas tradi-

tion. Go back in time to that
sleepy little village in Nazareth
and experience the wonderful
story of Christmas. Your little
manger scene at home will take
on a whole new meaning!

Meet Me @ the Library

(No foil,
ribbons
or bows)

Season’s
Greetings

Region of Durham Works Department

For anyone who’s interested in coming
in to the library over the winter holidays, there will be a few changes to our
hours. We will only be open until noon
on Christmas Eve, and we will be closed
from December 25th to the 27th. We
will be open until noon on December
31st and we will be closed on January
1st and January 2nd. For all the patrons
who often use our Zephyr branch, we
will be closed at noon on December
24th, closed all day 27th, 29th and
31st...
If you’re planning a vacation over the
break and you want to bring that one
exciting read along with you, be sure to
renew it ahead of time. If you know that
you won’t be home in time for the due
date, feel free to ask for an extension on
your loan to avoid those fines, as long as
it’s not one of our bestsellers...
Our monthly movie night continues
and we’re showing “Dolphin Tale” on
Thursday December 29th from 6:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The cost is $2.00 per
person and we’ll be selling snacks
throughout the movie. Bring your
friends and family to see it before it
comes out on DVD...
December is Patron Appreciation
Month at the library. Come in and fill
out a ballot for our Christmas Basket
Draw. Each basket has a unique theme
that will appeal to all ages. Draws will
be made on December 19th. Look for
the baskets on display throughout the
library...
December 19th to December 23rd will
be a great time to visit the library. Every
day from 11:00 a.m. until closing time,
we’ll be offering free Christmas treats
along with hot and cold drinks. This is
the perfect time to peruse our extensive
Christmas collection, from recipe books

to the classic Christmas movies...
A special thank you goes out from the
Friends of the Library to everyone who
donated and purchased good used
books during our November book sale.
The book sale was very successful, and
the money raised will help to increase
the library’s collection. Our next book
sale will be in May 2012...
In case many of you are wondering, the

Zephyr Page Turners, Books n’ Bites and
Knitting at the Library will resume in
January. Look for the meeting times in
our newsletters.
What’s New:
• “The Lititgators” by John Grisham
• “The Best of Me” (audio book) by
Nicholas Sparks
• “The Sense of an Ending” by Julian
Barnes

Experience the Joy
of that

First Christmas
Friday December 16
Saturday December 17
Sunday December 18
in Centennial Park
Uxbridge, Ontario
2 Presentations Each Evening
7:30 p.m. & 8:15 p.m.

Living
Nativity

Davis Dr.
Brock St.
N
Poplar
Centennial
Park

Town Hall

Hwy 47
Bloomington

Hwy 407

An outdoor re-creation of the Christmas story, complete with
narration, authentic costumes & live animals

A Gift to our Community from Uxbridge Baptist Church

Hwy 12

Seasonal
gift wrap,
boxes & bags

by Renae Wolfesberger
and Victoria Ioannou

Toronto St.

two boxes for two reasons

Brock Rd.

Recycling...

Hwy 404

Christmas can be such a blessed
time; a time where family and
friends gather together and celebrate the season. The Christmas
music, those special meals, the
baking, and taking time to walk
in the crisp, fresh winter air! It is
a time where we can stop to
enjoy family and friends, and
include those around the table
who may be less fortunate or
lonely.
This celebration is all because
of that day so long ago when
God sent His son Jesus, to be
born of a Virgin Mary along
with Joseph, in that little town
called Bethlehem. Each year, the
manger scene is taken out of
storage and built with the family. It always sits in the same
place. Children and grandchildren will stand in front of it and
watch it, just as if all the figurines would suddenly come
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