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LIGHTING UP ELGIN PARK - The Optimist Club of Uxbridge has done it again, putting on a stunning display of thousands of Christmas lights, all sponsored by various local businesses and organizations.
Elgin Park is open every evening between 6 and 9:30 p.m., up to and including New Year’s Eve. To wander - or drive, if the cold or walking is too much - through the Fantasy of Lights is free, but donations are most welcome. All money raised go to the youth of Uxbridge.
Photo submitted by Alyson Anker.

QUEEN’S MEDAL GIVEN TO A MOST DESERVING SUBJECT
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
The final Queen's Diamond Jubilee
medal in Durham was awarded to a
much-deserving Uxbridge resident
on Tuesday. During a very brief,
very informal ceremony presided
over MP Erin O'Toole, Norman
Lee Clements received the tiny
medal and posed for a couple of
quick photos before ducking away
to visit with friends. The Jubilee
medal was presented as a surprise to
Mr. Clement, who, although he
knew he was receiving the award,
did not know when he was receiving
it.
“I've been trying to give him this
award for ages!” laughed MP
O'Toole after the presentation.
“He's just such a humble guy, he

doesn't go for the publicity and
that, but he really deserves it.”
Mr. Clement accepted his medal
before a group of proud family and
friends,
Jennifer
Ashleigh
Children's Charity and farm staff
who had all gathered for a luncheon.
“I missed a dentist appointment
for this!” he joked afterwards. “I'd
much rather be here than at the
dentist, though!”
Norm Clements is most notable
for his creation of the Jennifer
Ashleigh Children's Charity, which
was born out of love for his very
special granddaughter who, at six
months of age, succumbed to Spinal
Muscular Atrophy in 1989.
Jennifer's younger sister Danica
passed away two years later of the

same disease. Since 1990, the charity has assisted seriously ill children
and their families with medical and
therapy essentials or basic quality of
life necessities when they are faced
with the challenge of caring for their
seriously ill child. This fully independent charitable organization has
assisted thousands of children in
Ontario through its own successful
fundraising efforts since its inception.
Mr. Clements, along with his wife,
Nancy, has been a resident of the
Uxbridge community for more than
30 years. His legacy of service, philanthropy and goodwill has roots in
his founding of National Sports, a
successful chain of sporting good
stores across southern Ontario that
employed thousands of employees,

many of whom were hired because
Mr. Clements recognized that they
needed a leg up. Mr. Clements has
donated land for his home church
and opens us his farm property to
homeless youth for a summer camp
experience. He started a Christmas
Dinner program that serves almost
500 dinners annually for those in
the community who are alone or
shut-in and he also spends his free
time in Bolivia to assist in a missionary outreach program for the
homeless.
The Diamond Jubilee Medal was
created to mark the celebration of
the 60th anniversary of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II's accession to
the Throne as Queen of Canada.
The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond
Jubilee Medal is a tangible way for

Canada to honour Her Majesty for
service to this country. At the same
time, it serves to honour significant
contributions and achievements by
Canadians.
“The Diamond Jubilee medal celebrates the 60 year reign of Queen
Elizabeth II by celebrating public
and community service across
Canada,” says MP O'Toole. “Our
communities in Durham are strong
because of the people and organizations that dedicate so much of
themselves with their time and
resources. Norman Clements epitomizes the type of selfless charitable
work that helps so many people in
our community.”

Inside This Week’s Cosmos
No stand taken against “No Standing” . . .
Christmastime brings light to dark world . . .
NOT the turkey for your table! . . .
Saying thank you to unknown kindness . . .
Tiger Talk’s semi-formal-ly . . .

6
7
10
11
14

Gold Finch, Enzo Cres.
by Renée Leahy

2

The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

Town Hall
Holiday
Closure

Thursday, Dec. 19th
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m.

The Township of Uxbridge
will be closed for the Holiday
Season
on
Tuesday,
December 24, at noon and
will not re-open until
Thursday, January 2, 2014,
at 8:30 a.m.
In the event of an emergency, please call 1-877426-4459.
For garbage related
inquiries, please contact
1-800-667-5671.

Tuesday, Jan. 7th
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 9th
BUDGET MEETING
1:00 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 13th
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.

Have a Safe and
Happy Holiday!
Mayor's Family Skate

Monday, Jan. 27th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.

Commencing December 1,
2013, residents may
purchase their
2014 Burning Permits.
Fees are:
$25 for a Regular Permit
$75 for an Oversize Permit
N/C for a Recreational Permit
ALL NEW OVERSIZE SITES
MUST BE
INSPECTED BY THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO
ISSUANCE OF AN
OVERSIZE PERMIT.
Permits may be obtained at the
Municipal Office or the Fire
Station at 17 Bascom Street
during business hours, Monday
to Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
NOTE: All existing permits
expire December 31, 2013.
Any questions please
contact the Fire Department at
905-852-3393

The Township of Uxbridge
Winter Ice
Conditions
Elgin Pond

WINTER GARBAGE
AND BLUE BOX
COLLECTION TIPS

The Township of Uxbridge will
be testing the ice conditions at
Elgin Pond throughout the
winter:

1. Do not place your Blue Boxes,
Green Bins or Garbage on snow
banks or on the road.

No Flags - We have not
started to test

2. Put your waste containers out
at the end of your driveway so
they do not interfere with snow
clearing equipment.

Red Flags - Ice is not safe to
be on
Yellow Flags - Skate with
caution
Please keep away from water
inlets and outlets as ice thickness is compromised.
Note: Flags are located at the
north end of Elgin Pond.

Stormwater
Management Facilities
Please keep off of all
stormwater
management
facilities. Water levels fluctuate at these facilities and
these facilities are not safe for
skating or other activities.

Monday, Jan. 20th
COMMITTEE
9:30 a.m.

NOTICE
FROM THE UXBRIDGE
FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Corporation of

Uxpool
Holiday Hours

Please come out to the
Uxbridge Arena and
Community Centre on
New Year's Eve from
5:15 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
for the
Mayor's Family Skate

We are closed Dec.25, 26,
2013, and Jan. 1, 2014.
We close at 1 p.m. on Dec.
24 and Dec. 31.

UXPOOL BATHING
SUIT SALE

20% off all in stock
bathing suits while
they last.
Sorry no rain checks.

Gift Certificates are
available for purchase at
UxPool.
Call 905-852-7831

Sale ends December 23rd.
UxPool - 1 Parkside Dr.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

Snow Safety
Parents - remind your children
that it is dangerous to play or
build forts in snow banks adjacent to the roads. The snow plow
operators may not see them.
Children should never use
streets and roads for sledding or
sled down hills that enter onto a
roadway or parking lot.

SAFETY AROUND SNOW
REMOVAL EQUIPMENT
Snow removal equipment uses
distinctive flashing blue lights to
warn you that operations are
underway. When these lights are
on, slow down and stay well
behind the plow to avoid flying
snow and sand. Drive with your
headlights on and avoid driving in
the snowplow's blind spots. If
you must pass the plow, be sure
there is enough visibility to avoid
the snow coming from the plow's
blade.

For information on Lane
Swims and Public Swims,
please contact the pool at
905-852-7831 or visit the
township website.

GIVE THE GIFT OF
SWIMMING LESSONS
THIS CHRISTMAS!

Monday to Thursday
7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Fridays 7:30 a.m. to 6
p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 12 to 3 p.m.

2013
Follow the
Township Online

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee
Meeting Schedule
for December/January

Monday, Jan. 6th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.

T h u r s d a y, D e c e m b e r 1 9 t h

Free level assessments
during Public Swims

Uxbridge Arena Hours
Dec. 23, 2013 Jan. 5, 2014
Dec. 25, Closed
Dec. 26, Closed
Jan. 1, Closed

Additional Christmas
Skating Hours
Dec. 23, 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. Public
Skate
Dec. 23, 2:15 - 3:15 p.m.
Tim Horton's Skate - Free
Dec. 24, 2:15 - 4:15 p.m. Skate
with Santa - Free
Dec. 30, 12 - 1 p.m.
Public Skate
Dec. 31, 5:15 - 7:15 p.m. Mayor's
Family Skate - Free
Jan. 2, 12:45 - 2:15 p.m. and
3:15 - 4:45 p.m.
Public skating
Jan. 3, 10:15 - 11:15 a.m. Tim
Horton's Skate - Free
Jan. 3, 12:45 - 2:15 p.m. Public
Skate
Jan. 4, 12:45 - 2:15 p.m. Public
Skate

Cancellations to
Public Programs
Dec. 24 and 31
11 a.m. - 12:50 p.m.
Ticket
Ice
Dec. 27
11:15 a.m. - 12:35 p.m.
Adult skate
Dec. 29, 1 - 2 p.m.
Public skate

Uxbridge Roadwatch
Wants to Wish Everyone a
Happy and Safe Holiday
Season!
This holiday season you can keep our roads safe. Report aggressive and
poor driving that you see. Take down the plate number and description of
that vehicle and report it to Roadwatch. Log on to www.drps.ca and click the
link “ROADWATCH” or pick up a form from a local merchant in Town. Fill in
the information and send it off. That driver will be notified of his/her actions
as a caution and a report will be kept in a police file. Police can now track
the person's driving history should more complaints be received.
If you suspect the driver is impaired or is a danger to others on the road
then call 911 immediately!!
Look at these facts on drinking and driving and texting and driving and
remember:
• Make good decisions when in the car
• It only takes one bad decision to cost someone a life
• Speak up when you feel unsafe as a passenger or a driver
Help with road safety both with you and others.

Winter Session starts

January 6, 2014

ROADWATCH works for everyone
and helps save lives!

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
NOMINATIONS - 2014 MUNICIPAL ELECTION
NOTICE is hereby given to the Municipal Electors of the Township of Uxbridge
MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY - MONDAY, OCTOBER 27TH, 2014
CANDIDATE NOMINATION
NOMINATIONS in the Township of Uxbridge for the Election, which will be held on MONDAY, OCTOBER 27,
2014, will be accepted for the following list of elected offices by completing the prescribed form in the Office of the
Clerk:

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

MAYOR

One (1) Member to be elected by general vote;

REGIONAL COUNCILLOR

One (1) Member to be elected by general vote;

Program Director, Pamela Noble, 905-8529747, ext. 24 (check out our newsletter for more info.
regarding programs available at the library, or online at:
www.uxlib.com)

WARD COUNCILLORS

Five (5) Members to be elected by the electors of each of the five (5)
Wards in the Township of Uxbridge.

JINGLE…JOLLY…JOYFUL
Lots of fun, FAMILY activities throughout December for
everyone to celebrate the holiday season. FREE

REGIONAL CHAIR
One (1) to be elected by the electors of the Region of Durham.
*Note: Nominations will be received in the Clerk's Office of the Regional Municipality of Durham, 605 Rossland
Road East, Whitby, Ontario, L1N 6A3

Thur., Dec. 19, Family Movie, 7-8:00 p.m. How the
Grinch Stole Christmas (Mtg. Room)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Townships of Uxbridge and Brock.
*Note: Nominations will be received in the Clerk's Office, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario

Sat., Dec. 21, Seasonal music with the Dnes sisters, 12:00 p.m. Refreshments

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DURHAM CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Townships of Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock.
*Note: Nominations will be received in the Clerk's Office, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario

Computer Tutor for Seniors: Teens interested in earning
volunteer hours are invited to call Corrinne at the library,
for assistance to adults and seniors wishing to better
learn how to navigate electronics.

FRENCH LANGUAGE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Regional Municipality of Durham, the
Counties of Haliburton, Northumberland, Peterborough and the City of Kawartha Lakes.
*Note: Nominations will be received at the City of Oshawa, City Clerk's Branch, 5th Floor, Rundle Tower, 50
Centre Street South, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 3Z7
FRENCH LANGUAGE CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of Brock, Scugog, Uxbridge, Pickering, Ajax, Whitby
and Oshawa.
*Note: Nominations will be received at the City of Oshawa, City Clerk's Branch, 5th Floor, Rundle Tower, 50
Centre Street South, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 3Z7
NOMINATION PROCEDURES
Nominations are required to be submitted on the prescribed form (available at the Clerk's office) and shall be filed
IN PERSON or by an AGENT at the Clerk's Department, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1 during normal office hours (8:30am - 4:30pm) commencing January 2nd, 2014. The
last date to file a nomination form is FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2014 (NOMINATION DAY) between the hours
of 9:00am and 2:00pm.
Each filed nomination form must be accompanied with the prescribed nomination fee ($200 - Mayor & Regional
Chair and $100 - all other positions). No person who proposes to be a candidate may solicit or accept contributions for election purposes or incur campaign expenses until a nomination paper has been filed.
Further information related to these requirements or any other issues related to the Municipal Election in the
Township of Uxbridge may be obtained from the Clerk's Department by calling (905) 852-9181.
Official
•
•
•

Municipal Election Information shall be available through:
The Uxbridge Cosmos newspaper on the Township Page
The Township of Uxbridge Website
The Clerk's Department, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1
Dated at the Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge this 19th day of December, 2013.
Debbie Leroux,
Municipal Clerk/Returning Officer

Thur., Dec. 19, Seasonal Music with the Dnes Sisters,
1-2:00 p.m. Refreshments (Adult Dept.)

Mon., Dec. 23, Elf's Kissing Booth, Children's Dept.

HOLIDAY HOURS: Dec. 24 & 31, 10:00 a.m.-noon
Closed Dec. 24, 25 & Jan. 1
Regular hours all other days

READING BUDDIES
Children in Grades 1 to 3, including French immersion, will
have lots of FUN reading and participating in literacy-based
activities with a volunteer from the community! Details and
application forms are available at www.uxlib.com or contact
robyn.miller@uxlib.com. Tuesday evenings 6:30-7:30 p.m., or
Wednesday afternoons 3:45-4:45 p.m.January 21/22 - March
18/19 (skip Mar 11/12). $10/child. Please note that renovations may require minor modifications to the program (mid-Feb
to Mar).
Sponsored by: UXBRIDGE FAMILY DENTISTRY and
DR. VI TU BANH & ASSOCIATES

Uxbridge Historical
Centre Landscaping
Opportunity
The Uxbridge Historical Centre (Uxbridge-Scott
Museum & Archives) is inviting local landscaping and
nursery businesses to showcase their design and gardening services at the Historical Centre starting next
year.
Businesses are invited to choose one of seven buildings at the site, create a design for the building's garden,
and install and maintain the garden for the season. In
recognition of their efforts, the Centre will install a sign at
the newly landscaped garden highlighting your contribution to the beautification of the Historical Centre
grounds.
Every year, the Centre is visited by several thousand
people for tours, special events and programs. This provides an excellent opportunity to promote your business
to Uxbridge residents and visitors.
Applications for this opportunity have been mailed out
to local Landscaping and Nursery businesses. If you
have not received an application and would like to take
advantage of this opportunity, please contact Rick
Hannah, Chair of the Museum Advisory Committee, at
905-852-7286 to receive an application.
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our two cents
Christmas in Uxbridge
Ah. Christmas time. Snow has settled on the ground, cloaking the world in a mantle of white. Every
other car you pass on the road has a tree attached to the roof, ready to settle itself in a new home as
the centre of attention in a loving family. Radio stations are playing a wide assortment of seasonal
songs - one station has the Hallelujah Chorus playing, while the next has Bing crooning White Christmas,
and the next has a rather unconventional, shall we say, version of Silent Night by Taylor Swift. The
words to Silver Bells are being enacted everywhere you look - shoppers rushing home with their treasures, snow crunching underfoot - soon, indeed, it will be Christmas Day.
Talk to anyone right now, and one of the first items of small talk on the list - “So, are you all ready
for Christmas?” Odds are, one person in about 50 will answer you with “Oh yes, I've had all my wrapping done since August, and dinner is all set and ready to go, I just have to pop it in the oven.” The
other 49 will roll their eyes heavenward, shake their head, sigh and say “Almost. I'm just so busy, this
time of year is impossible! I just can't seem to fit it all in!”
Funny how December 25 comes at the same time every year, and yet, every year, we seem to be
caught off guard by the festive season, running to catch up to ourselves as we try to get everything we
think we ought to get done done. Don't we realize that we have, at our disposal, all the tools that
should, for all intents and purposes, make our lives be easier, more relaxed and laid back than ever
before?
Oh, times are better now in that, for the most part, we don't feel like we need to be Martha Stewart
perfect any more. Gone are the days, we would say, where everything has to be just so, and all your
gifts have to be handmade, and all your baking from scratch, and growing your own turkey and such.
We're a little more relaxed about these things in the 21st century. Now there's other stuff to crowd our
minds. Sure, we still want an excellent dinner that will impress family and friends who come to share
the Christmas repast with us, but now we're more concerned with finding an app that will help us create our shopping list, another app to compare prices, and another app that will let us do our shopping
online. A trip to one of the larger stores in town on the second Saturday before Christmas was a bit of
a shock - there was barely anyone in the store. Now, this means that the number quoted above of one
out of 50 people being ready for Christmas was grossly inaccurate (we'd like to think it wasn't), or that
everyone has done their shopping online. We're inclined to think it's the latter. Why brave the shopping mall when you can download the SavvyShopper smartphone app and buy for all your loved ones
while wearing your slippers and pjs?
This may be quite convenient, and to-your-door delivery is very appealing, indeed. Problem is, it doesn't keep your dollars local. Of course, not everything can be bought here in town, but there is very little that can't, so it makes it worth it to get out there, tread the snow-covered sidewalks, and get your
shopping done in Uxbridge. Heck, not only will you snag some really neat gifts, but you may run into
people you know and be able to catch up a bit with them, wish them a Happy Holiday in person. What
you spend on fuel getting to town you save on postage because you've seen these people-now you
don't have to send a Christmas card!
This year, shopping in town has been made extra sweet by the BIA's Shop Local contest - ballots are
available all over the place, and the boxes are full to bursting with names of potential winners. Some
lucky individual is going to start off 2014 very happy indeed, with either a new Dodge Draft in their
driveway, or $10,000 cash. That'd be a lot of home-shopping money!
Being in at the centre of town and watching how business owrks here, The Cosmos has a special view
into what makes the town tick. And it's become very obvious this year that Santa's helpers need to stick
closer to home. Free shipping is nice, but a thriving business community and a bustling town are nicer.
Everything we want and need, right at our fingertips.
There isn't a lot of time left to get whatever may be left on your list. Be sure, however, that you can
get it here in Uxbridge. Maybe we should create an app - FindItInUxbridge…
All of us here at the Uxbridge Cosmos want to wish you and yours a Merry Christmas, and all the best
for this wonderful holiday season.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Sales Manager

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sara Finlay

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
There are so many things to which I
look forward as a New Year becomes
ever closer. Not at all the - &*%$%
junk mail my computer constantly
throws at me as I search among
countless e-messages for good things
to read from family and friends. I
almost missed an e-message from
my daughter! It contained a very
special photograph of her son, my
grandson! How catching a glimpse
of that tiny face affected my morning is unknowable. Were the birds
really singing that loudly? Did the
squirrel really leap that far? Did that
chunk of snow fall from my roof
just happen to land on an unsuspecting Blue Jay, causing me to giggle for soooooo long?
I believe it to be a perilous path
when we allow external forces to
influence our moods. But! Oh! How
easy it was to be in such a "Good
Mood" that day.
Nanna Blower
(Barbara to her friends)
Uxbridge
It would appear there are a lot of
speculative and opinionated views
circulating in our small town, over
why stop signs are a bad idea for
Cemetery road?
Our requests for stop signs being
installed were not uneducated ones,
but rather a last ditch suggestion, as
the Township has been inordinately
slow, and irresponsible in addressing

this serious issue of ratepayer health
and safety.
As a result of our efforts today we
now have two “Pedestrian on Road”
signs, just figures, no words nailed
to posts, diffused by other signs,
basically totally ineffective. Speed
bumps were vetoed on account of
adversely affecting the Township's
snow removal activities. The excellent and most logical suggestion of a
speed reduction to 40 kilometers,
was our first request and not entertained. Radar activity and data collection methodologies were conducted, but easily dismissible due to
obvious mistakes. Absent or little
street lighting has been talked about
for years, and just now we are seeing
four (?) new fixtures up but not yet
operating. Residents have been
polled, and many seniors informed
us that their complaints of speeders
over the years have fallen on deaf
ears. They now have become
begrudgingly complacent and vulnerable. Traffic calming suggestions
appear to be beyond the imaginations of this entire council and Road
Superintendent. A blind corner
exits where property damage and
vehicular damage have occurred and
continue to be invited. Resident
speeders have been approached and
asked to slow down, but due to the
growing population of our town,
this straight, fast, Old Highway 47,
continues to invite those who wish

to avoid heavy traffic on Toronto
Street. Petitions have been conducted and politely received. Pedestrians
wear fluorescent clothing, carry
flashlights and have no delineated
paths on which to safely walk and
where drivers can expect them to be.
Cemetery Road is a critical risk to
children.
QUESTIONS WHICH ALL
UXBRIDGE RESIDENTS NEED
TO ASK THEMSELVES ARE
WHAT WOULD THE HUMAN
COSTS, BOTH EMOTIONAL
AND FINANCIAL, BE TO OUR
FAMILIES AND BEAUTIFUL
COMMUNITY,
WHEN
A
FATALITY OR OTHER SEROUS
TRAGEDY OCCURS ON CEMMETERY ROAD ?
HOW WILL THE TOWNSHIP
OF UXBRIDGE I.E. RATE PAYERS,
PAY
FOR
THE
INEVITABLE LIABILITY COSTS
BY THE FAILURE OF THE
TOWNSHIP TO ACT EXPEDITIOUSLY IN ADDRESSING A
SERIOUS WELL DOCUMENTED THREAT TO THEIR ELECTORATE'S HEALTH AND
SAFETY ?
Paul Camozzi
Uxbridge

Exploring Horizons presents a special
Christmas session on Saturday, December
21 from 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at 29 Toronto
Street in Suite 1C.
Activities will include chair yoga,
Christmas Qigong, BINGO, raffles, goody
bags, carols and much more! Lunch and
refreshments are provided at NO COST.
Registration is limited! Please call 647-4549081 or email info@exploringhorizons.ca to
register. More information can be found on
their website exploringhorizons.ca
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

Visions of coco palms

The point of it all

I had my epiphany whilst in the middle of my shift at the “Fantasy of Lights” in Elgin

I've been thinking about a mythical, historical Christmas dinner lately. It's the one that
featured a cooked goose, hissing gravy, mashed potatoes, the gush of stuffing, two
small children gorged in sage and onion to the eyebrows, and a pudding regarded as the greatest success achieved
by the housewife since the beginning of her marriage. But it's the Christmas toast proposed by the man of the house,
I've remembered this week.
“I'll give you Mr. Scrooge,” announced Bob Cratchit in Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol, “the founder of the feast.”
“Such an odious, stingy, hard, unfeeling man as Mr. Scrooge,” Mrs. Cratchit scowls. And then she relents at her husband's insistence, “I'll drink his health for your sake and the Day's.”
It's that moment in the Dickens story, published exactly 170 years ago this week, that hits us deepest of all. Despite
the natural instincts of an employee so horribly abused by his money-grubbing boss as Bob Cratchit is by Ebenezer
Scrooge, the underpaid clerk still finds it in his heart to honour the essence of Christmas and acknowledge his “squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner” boss as “the founder” of his family's Christmas
feast. And over the coming days, as we watch the Alastair Sim version or listen to CBC broadcast teams read the novella as charity fund-raisers across the country, the messages of forgiving and of giving shine through. At least they do
for me.
Indeed, it's the giving part that has been on my mind these past few weeks. It wasn't necessarily a Christmas
response, but certainly Canadians and others felt moved to dig deep for financial aid and assistance following the
destruction by Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines last month. In part, I think it had a lot to do with the fact that so
many Canadians from the Philippines are landed immigrants or citizens around us today. We witnessed their anxiety
for missing family members and pain of lost communities at close range. They moved us to give early and often to
the relief campaign.
But I've also seen gifts on a far less grand scale, in recent days, to realize that the season of giving is upon us. I
rarely give cash donations to charities such as the Salvation Army through the year, but these days, each time I hear
the bells and see the Sally Anne volunteer and glass pot, I dig as deeply as I can for loose change to donate. And I'm
sure I wasn't the only one moved by the efforts of young people during our recent Santa Claus Parade gathering nonperishable foods and cash for the local Loaves and Fishes Food Bank. I asked a few of the young volunteers why they
were giving this way.
“It's the right thing to do,” one said. “Food bank users could be any one of us.”
These past few weeks of a semester at the college where I teach can traditionally be the toughest on students and
faculty. The stress of delivery and deadline generally drive us all to the edge and far from human kindness. That's
why it was a pleasant change to see some of our students exchanging cards and embraces as the semester ends and
the holidays arrive. And as the days for shopping and coming up with original gift ideas diminish, I find myself thinking of ways other than giving gifts wrapped in paper and bows to offer my friends and family. As much as I can, I
prefer to give in kind and of my time, rather than just in currency and material things.
But for the best sense of gift-giving, it's the redemption scenes of Dickens' A Christmas Carol that I returned to this
week. In fact, one of my colleagues - the way she bundled herself with her sweater and scarf her in her chilly office
during the cold snap this week - reminded me of that final scene of the famous story. Bob Cratchit has arrived late to
work following a Christmas Day of celebrating with his impoverished family. He's jumped onto his work stool “driving away with his pen as if he were trying to overtake 9 o'clock.” And Scrooge descends on him, as if for the kill.
“I'm not going to stand this sort of thing any longer,” Scrooge thunders as he jabs poor Cratchit in the waistcoat.
“And therefore… And therefore, I am about to raise your salary… A Merry Christmas, Bob, a merrier Christmas,
my good fellow, than I have given you for many a year. I'll raise your salary and endeavour to assist your struggling
family…”
It's the gift of gifts, Scrooge's gift to Bob and Tiny Tim. And we all know, in turn, the gift that Tim gave us: A memorable closing line to the novella: “God bless us every one!”

Park on Monday night.
There I was, surrounded by the dozens, nay hundreds, of lovely strands of multi-coloured lights artistically set amidst
the sylvan beauty of the park, waiting to greet carloads of families with a cheerful “Merry Christmas!”, simultaneously encouraging the drivers to take some candy canes for the kiddies, and drop a dollar or two in the donation
bucket (the donations help the hard-working Optimist Club to make the Fantasy bigger and better every year, not to
mention the many other projects they undertake to make our community better). The Fantasy, by the way, continues
every night between 6 and 9:30 p.m. until New Year's Eve.
In the intervals between visitors, I was free to appreciate the silent majesty of our early onset of winter (the music
having inexplicably shut down for the night). The full moon, unencumbered by clouds, beamed through the naked
branches, making the lately-fallen snow sparkle so brilliantly that it seemed to be competing with all the electric glitter. It really was Canadian winter at its best.
And I thought to myself: “Maybe these snowbirds are on to something...”
You see, despite the utter gorgeousness of the scene, it was flippin' cold on Monday night. Precious few spectators
were walking along the “Fantasy Trail”; almost all were taking advantage of the drive-thru option. And one driver,
whom I had previously regarded as a friend, casually remarked as he rolled down his window to offer a donation:
“The truck says it's minus 22 out there; are you sure you're dressed warm enough?”
I had done my best. Every part of me had extra layers - double sets of mitts, wooly socks on top of my regular ones,
long undies, two sweaters under my parka, my hood up over my toque. Any regular winter's night, even in my
beloved Yukon (where it's a dry cold), I would have been comfy cozy. But here I was, only 90 minutes into my twohour shift (and still facing a too-long walk home to the warmth of my Reach Street haven), and things were starting
to get - chilly. I was losing sensation in my nose, my moustache was getting brittle, my fingers and toes were beginning to unite as four solid clumps.
Back in the early 80s, I used to escape from the Yukon in January and February each year, touring the RV parks of
Arizona and southern California with a show on behalf of the Yukon and Alaska Departments of Tourism, trying to
persuade the snowbirds to haul their rigs up the Alaska Highway some subsequent summer. Even as I appreciated the
fact that on January 24 or whatever, they were attending our event in shorts and sandals, I scoffed at them behind
their backs, lampooning them for lame Canucks indeed (a huge percentage of them were refugees from Moose Jaw
or Medicine Hat). How could they pretend to be true Canadians, when the first cold snap set them scrambling southward?
Yet now, as I finally approach the age that most of them were back then, I'm beginning to see their point. Facebook
doesn't help. I have a few snowbird “friends”, and even more quickly approaching retirement. Last week, one young
FF, a Westjet flight attendant living in Yellowknife, reported on rising that it was a brisk -40 that morning in the NWT
capital. Almost instantly her mother, also on Facebook with me, shot back that she too was having trouble with the
temperature. She was on vacation in southern Florida, where it was +35, and the AC in her room was on the fritz.
Seventy-five degrees difference, and that's Celsius.
Obviously, as your bones and internal organs age, they long to emigrate like the whooping crane or the humpback
whale. Perhaps it's time to pay them heed. Only trouble is, Florida, California and Arizona are all in the United States,
and my body is going to have to do some major persuading to get me to spend half the year in that socially backward country.
But wait. Only a few months ago, some Alberta MP revived the notion of the Turks and Caicos Islands, those enchanting Caribbean jewels about halfway between the Dominican and the Bahamas, becoming the 11th province, or at
least a territory (like the Yukon!), of Canada. It's an idea that's been around for decades. This time, the TCI premier
scoffed, asking, “Why would we trade one master (i.e. Britain) for another?” It's independence they're after, like all
the other isles around them.
Despite his reaction, however, I think it's time to get on the Turks and Caicos bandwagon. There are only 30,000 of
them, how long can they realistically resist us? So this season, you're welcome to your “visions of sugar plums”
(which, by the way, you can see come to life this weekend in “The Nutcracker” at the Music Hall).
It's visions of coco palms for me.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley
ment in the newspaper."
O
So it appears it was a case of
Canada,
damned if I do and damned if I
Ve r s e
don't.
Two
Last week's edition of the Cosmos
In my column a couple of weeks
ago, I declared I would not stand or
remove my hat for the playing of
the national anthem "for the foreseeable future". Little did I know
that the foreseeable future was so
short!
The day after that column was
published, I went to the Uxbridge
Bruins home game and sat, quietly,
hat on head, during the playing of
O Canada. By the time the anthem
finished, I was close to tears. It was
one of the hardest things I had ever
done.
Returning to the arena last Friday,
I was prepared to continue "sitting
on guard" for Canada, but the
Bruins organization threw a spanner
in the works. That spanner was
named Danielle Buckingham.
Danielle, aged 23 but having the
appearance and build
of a 12-year-old girl,
was part of the
Community Living
contingent that the
Bruins spotlighted
before the game. And
Danielle sang O
Canada, a capella.
If the Bruins had
played their regular
recording, I would
have continued my
silent protest. But
how could I remain
seated while this
enchanting young
lady sang? I just
couldn't do it. So, I
stood with the rest of
the
crowd
and
removed my hat.
After the game, a
g e n t l e m a n
approached me and
asked why I had not
remained
seated.
When I explained the
reason, he said: "But
you made a commit-

carried two letters addressing the
stance I had taken. Carol Johnson
understood my reasons, but
thought my action inappropriate:
Larry Busch's letter . . . well, I'll
address that shortly.
I must admit I was more than a little disappointed in the response. I
had hoped to start a discussion, not
about my protest but about the reasons for it. I did hear from a number of people opposed to my
protest, but few of them expressed
any concern about U.S. officials
having access to our medical
records, NSA spying in Toronto
with the approval of CSEC,
American law dictating how
Canadian banks run their business
in Canada, foreign governments
buying our resources, extracting
them with their own workers and
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shipping the product to their home
country or temporary foreign workers being used to replace Canadians
at lower wages.
All they concerned themselves with
was my "disrespectful" behaviour.
And a few, including Mr. Busch,
used the specious argument of the
sacrifices made by our armed forces
and veterans. One person wrote:
"My grandfather fought in both
world wars and survived to see us
enjoy the very freedom that allows
you to write these columns and
express your views." And yet the
writer - and others - criticized me
for availing myself
of that freedom!
Then there is Mr.
Busch's
letter.
Where do I begin?
Apparently, I have
insulted every public servant in
Canada.
Sorry
about that, all you
postal employees
and
snowplow
operators. He says I
have also insulted
the Constitution
and the rule of law.
Well, just lock me
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up and throw away the key. But
even that would not be good
enough for Mr. Busch. He apparently wants me thrown out of the
country!
He also claims I am guilty of slander and hate speech. Whom did I
slander and where was the hate? I
would suggest the hate is in Mr.
Busch's call for the Cosmos to be
closed down by businesses refusing
to advertise in its pages. In other
words, because he disagrees with
me, he would punish everyone who
works for the Cosmos.
In the end, those who supported
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me were far outnumbered by those
who disagreed with my manner of
protest. In that case, I ask this: if
you are as concerned as I, given the
the examples I listed of Canada losing her sovereignty, how would you
protest? Even Mrs. Johnson
acknowledged in her letter that
writing to her MP hasn't done any
good.
I close with my youngest son's
comment: "No one will confront
you about not standing. Canadians
are too passive to do anything."
Seem to me he might be right.
Tell me, am I wrong?

Buy One Drink
and Get a Second

FREE!

29 Toronto St. S.,
Suite 1A, Uxbridge
905-862-4191

www.cafexxix.ca

of Equal or Lesser Value
29 Toronto St. S., Suite 1A, Uxbridge
www.cafexxix.ca
Offer expires January 31, 2014
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This Way

by Vince Winder

CHRISTMAS: A LIGHT IN feels like “the dead of winter.”
I remember a time that, lookTHE DARKNESS
A few weeks back the Toronto
Star ran a series of articles entitled “Mean.” The articles said
that more and more people are
being mean and nasty to one
another.
“We are living in an age of nastiness, deceit and malice.”
The article quoted author
Barbara Coloroso as saying,
“The whole key in a culture of
meanness is that we dehumanize
other human beings. We make
them less than us.”
The purpose is to make ourselves feel better by putting other
people down. These are the signs
of a society becoming much
more selfish and narcissistic.
You, or someone you know,
may be experiencing meanness
from another person or persons.
I know I have at times in my life,
and it hurts. Things can appear
very dark and bleak leaving you
feeling no good and worthless.
This time of the year is no help
either, with December being the
darkest month of the year. The
days are at their shortest, the sun
at it's lowest point, the nights
long and dreary, causing us to
feel lonely and depressed. We
can feel isolated from friends
and neighbors, alone within our
own little world behind frosted
windows and doors. It truly

ing back, was perhaps the lowest
point in my life. It was a very
dark time and one day as I was
reading from the Bible, Psalm
18, in verse 28 it was as if God
spoke, giving me hope. - “My
God will turn my darkness into
light.”
Two thousand and thirteen
years ago may have been the
lowest point in the history of the
Jewish people. They were in the
pit of despair. They had lost
hope, trodden under the vicious
military might of the vast
Roman Empire. They felt the

Merry
Christmas
and
Happy
New Year!
Jack Ballinger
Regional Councillor

LUTHERAN
CHURCH
CHRISTMAS SERVICE
To be held at

Goodwood United Church
3999 Conc. 3, Goodwood
Christmas morning
Wednesday, December 25, 2013
11:15 am
Refreshments & Fellowship
following the service
For further information
contact
Arthur Schickedanz
(416) 540-7060
(905) 852-0725
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crush of Rome's heavy boot
upon their necks
Suddenly, unexpectedly, upon
this bleak scene a blinding light
burst forth, startling lowly shepherds tending flocks in the hills
above Bethlehem. Then a voice
was heard. An angel of God
broke 400 years' silence saying,
“Do not be afraid, for I bring
you good news of great joy, that
will be for all people.”
What's the Good News?
God thinks you're special. He
knows all about you - the good,
the bad, and the ugly, and he still
loves you! He has a special purpose and plan for your life, that's
why we have Christmas.
As Pastor Rick Warren, from
Saddleback Church, California
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says: “God sent Jesus so you
could know what he's like. If
God wanted to communicate to
birds, he would have become a
bird. If God had wanted to communicate to cows he would have
become a cow. If he wanted to
communicate to dogs, he would
have become a dog. But God
wanted to relate to you and me,
so he became like us - a human
being.
The thing is this: I don't have
the foggiest idea of what it
means to relate to something like
'The Force' - some impersonal
power in the sky. But when I see
Jesus in human form, I can say,
'That's what God's like. I can
understand that'.....
Christmas is God saying, 'I want
to relate to you. I want you to

CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24th Services
4:30 p.m.
Family Service followed by
a Pot Luck Dinner
7:00 p.m.
Traditional Service
10:00 p.m.
Candlelight Communion
Service
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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know me as much as I know
you.' That's joyful news. It's
Good News!”
What perfect timing, that in
the midst of our bleak mid-winter experience comes the celebration of Christmas, the greatest
event in all of history; the incarnation - God becoming man, the
birth of the Saviour of the world,
Jesus Christ, bringing hope and
light into our world.
May the light of hope shine
into the deepest recesses of your
heart this Christmas, that you
may experience love, joy, and
peace, even in the midst of dark
times.
Very best wishes for a blessed
Christmas
Augusta and Vince

COME
HOME
FOR
CHRISTMAS
Trinity United Church
20 First Ave., Uxbridge
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This Christmas, Give The Gift Of Memories!

iTunes Gift Cards

It's not too late to have your precious
family memories ready for
Holiday Viewing!

20

%OFF

Offer valid from December 19th - 24th, 2013.
Limit 1 card per family. While quantities last.
Must present coupon.

All Webkinz

We Can Transfer:
• Colour Slides
• Colour Negatives
• Prints
• VHS tape

40%OFF
All Christmas Gift
Wrap & Boxed Cards

We also do photo restoration and retouching!

In store

SPECIALS
on all
Chocolates

50%OFF

Hours: Mon. 9-7, Tue.-Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-4, Sun Closed
29 Toronto St, Unit 1B, Uxbridge
905-862-2800 www.pharmasave.com
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays from all of us at
Pharmasave Uxbridge

barbara@sbvisualmedia.ca

905-852-2729

www.sbvisualmedia.ca

A great Christmas Gift
From Scotland
905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

9269 Conc. 3
Uxbridge

Local
Handmade
One of a Kind
Gifts
and more!
Open
10:00am - 7:00pm until Christmas Eve
11:00am - 5:00pm Boxing Day

Set of 6
Glencairn Whisky
Glasses
in a stunning
presentation box

ON SALE $7500
plus HST

Regular $99.00

177 Queen St. Port Perry 905-985-6573

Order online or visit our store
Take a Virtual Tour on our website www.theweetartanshop.com

Santa loves to shop through The Cosmos!
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in their first
weeks of life.
A d d i t i o n a l l y,
there are opportunities for winter foraging in
harvested fields.
While they are capable of moving
long distances, these birds prefer to
keep to a small area that meets all
their needs.
There are few birds larger than a
wild turkey in North America. Only
the Whooping Crane, Trumpeter
Swan, White Pelican and California
Condor are bigger, and none of
these are found in Durham Region.
Male wild turkeys are dark brown,
with a long, dark fan-shaped tail.
The smaller females are duller, in
shades of brown and grey.
With Christmas around the corner,
it's fun to think about what to serve
for supper. The 2013 wild turkey
hunt has long since passed, so
Cosmos readers will have to content
themselves with domestic offerings
from local grocery stores for the
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The Nature Nut
with Nancy Melcher
W i l d
Turkeys
EXTIRPATED: (verb) rooted out,
completely destroyed; annihilated.
That's what happened to the wild
turkey in Ontario just after the turn
of the last century. Due to loss of
habitat for agriculture, and aggressive hunting, wild turkeys were
wiped out in Ontario by 1909.
A favourite of First Nations people,
wild turkey was a staple in their
diet. They ate both the eggs and the
meat, which was often dried into
jerky to preserve it. They burned
sections of forest to provide open
meadow habitat for the birds.
Turkey feathers were often used in
native rituals and head gear.
Wild turkeys were reintroduced
into Ontario through co-operation
between the Ministry of Natural
Resources, the Ontario Federation
of Anglers and Hunters, and other
groups and individuals. Early
attempts with birds in pens were
unsuccessful, but in 1984, programs to use wild turkeys, trapped
in the wild, from several U.S. States
began. These efforts were very successful.
By 1987, wild Ontario-grown
turkeys were trapped and transferred into unoccupied areas. These
wild birds also continued to expand
their range naturally. The reintroduction program stopped in 2005.
It is considered one
of the
province's most successful wildlife
recovery stories! By 2007,
Ontario's wild turkey population
was estimated to be 70,000 and
growing.
Adult male turkeys are caller gobblers. They weigh about 8.5 kg.
Adult females are smaller, weighing
about 4.5 kg. They are called hens.
Juvenile males are jakes, and
females are sometimes called jennies. Young turkeys are called
poults. They eat a variety of insects
(including grasshoppers and crickets), berries and seeds. Adult birds
eat a wide variety of foods, including acorns, seeds, wild grapes, rasp-

berries, green vegetation, insects
and snails, domestic grains, and
berries.
Wild turkeys are food for a great
many other wild animals. Coyotes,
foxes, owls and raccoons will take
juveniles and sometimes adults.
Eggs and poults are eaten by skunks,
snakes, crows, opossums. When
wild turkeys live near humans they
are also killed by dogs and cats. If a
young turkey survives the first few
weeks of life, its life expectancy is
only one to two years. However,
some individual wild turkeys have
been known to live up to 10 years.
The ideal habitat for wild turkeys
is a 50:50 mix of mixed forest to
open grasslands and cultivated
fields. This combination provides
areas for food, roosting, and nesting, especially safe places for poults

SCRAMBLES
Specialty Menu!

main feature of their holiday feast!
Do you have a question about something in the natural world? Send it to

the Nature Nut, and she will have a
response in an upcoming column. Email her your observations and questions at TheNatureNut@bell.net.

THE KINSMEN CLUB OF UXBRIDGE
Extends a sincere thank you
and appreciation to the following
businesses and individuals for their
generous contributions of items
and time to our Christmas dinner
and auction held on Thursday
December 5th, 2013.
UPS Store Uxbridge
Frankie's Ristorante
Uxbridge Shoes and Repairs
Williamson/Uxbridge GM &
Chrysler
Greenbank Restaurant
Vince's Market
James Campbell Insurance
Tin Mill Restaurant
Wine Kitz, Uxbridge
Canadian Tire Store, Uxbridge
Uxbridge Motor Sports
Shoppers Drug Mart
Audio Vision Plus
Randy Hoban, Barrister
Br. 170 Royal Canadian
Legion
BDO / Randy Hickey
Rona Uxbridge
Zehrs Food Plus
Keith's Flowers
Hickling Pools and Spa
Jersey's Restaurant
David & Connie McKibbon

Legion Branch 170, Ladies
Auxiliary
Neil Bacon, Auctioneer
Classic Rust Control
Durham Water Treatment,
Dave Dufton
Woods and Woods
Rutledge Jewelers
Alterna Hair and Esthetics
Pat Mikuse
Total Contracting Group
Low's Furniture
Subway (John Miller)
Howie Herrema
Peck Shell (Tony Peck)
Dr. Vi Tu Banh
Tim Hortons Uxbridge
Arts Forms Int'l. (Brad
Ballinger)
Boston Pizza, Uxbridge
Kyle Robinson
Peter Bingham
Clems Wings

To all the patrons who supported the fund
raising and auction, our heartfelt appreciation. The proceeds have been distributed
to the local Salvation Army and the
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank.
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Ridin’ the Roller Coaster
with Elisa Estrefi
At
this
time
of
year we
g i v e ,
whether it
be a gift, or support and love to
our family. In giving, we certainly
don’t expect anything in return.
I did not expect anything from
the very kind soul(s) who tucked
a card underneath The Uxbridge
Cosmos office door with my name
written on it, and inside a very
generous donation. As happy as I
was and how thankful, I did not
know who to thank, for there was
no name written - just an anonymous friend(s). I’m happy you are
supportive of me and I wish I
knew who you were!
At first I didn’t know what to do;
my mind was troubled at the
thought of not knowing who to
thank. But I then came to the
realization that I write for a public forum. I feel good knowing
there are people who are supporting me, this way I no longer have
to feel as if I am on my own.
Like my kind friend, we have to
support each other and show each
other we care, like a pat on the
back or a friendly hug.
It also strikes me that, at this
time of the year has become more
about what we want and not
about what we need, and what we
need should be focused on much
more.
What I need is a way to get
what's important accomplished,
(such as school work) and what

would help is a nice laptop! This
way I wouldn't have to go to the
library where my time is limited
and I am unable to meet important deadlines. That's something I
need.
What I want is a new phone that
will allow me to go on Instagram,
but I don’t need it. I have a phone
that allows me to get what is more
important completed.
What I want is my license and a
car. That way I would not have to
spend almost $90 on a bus pass
every month and would be able to
sleep in a little bit longer! Of
course, a bus pass is much cheaper than having to pay insurance,
gas, maintenance, etc., for a car,
so I have a simple solution to my
temporary problem that won't
leave a huge dent in my pocket
and still allow me to make it to
school every day and on time.
What I need is a job! This way I
can pay for things that will help
benefit my present and future...
Do you see the difference here?
It is not always about what we
want. It doesn't have to be gifts it could simply be the presence of
your family, the love and the
warmth of being together may
just be what is needed.
Another thing is the expectations, you can't expect to receive
something just because you asked
for it almost a million times. I like
how it was totally unexpected to
receive such a generous gift from

H

THE LIVING NATIVITY
This bi-annual tradition
comes alive again this
weekend in Centennial
Park. For details, see ad
on page 6.
Right: Hannah Wilson on
Soli; April Simmonds rides
Fenix; Kevin Ott and
Jordan Miller are soldiers;
Steve Mount is the tax collector; and Rob Miller
plays a gift-bearing King.

my anonymous friend(s), it was a
great surprise! You ruin the
Christmas spirit by knowing what
you're receiving and is the “all
knowing” always positive, anyways? Maybe expecting the unexpected is a benefit, but not
always; it can become a guilt-trip
to force one to make a payment of
which they can't actually afford so
why do we want what we don't
actually need? If you need it, then
there could be potential reasoning
on how to figure out a way to get
it. If, however, you're just doing it
for your own entertainment, then
maybe it's not necessary.
It could also be based on views some may see Christmas as a time
of year to give people what they
want and not what they actually
need because they feel they need
to please a person in every way Mary (Sarah Schaefer) cradles the infant Jesus as Joseph (Arther Whitcombe) looks on. Surrounding the
possible. Some may also see this new little family are, back left to right: Stacey Wilson, Tiffany Meek, Phil and Bonnie Daly. Behind Mary
time of year as a gathering of fam- and Joseph are Violet, Meggan and Adalynn Daly. Ethan Miller holds a sheep that wants to take a peek!
Photos by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
ily time, and only have the enjoyment of company rather than
electronics or toys - everyone is
entitled to their own belief and
views but will we ever know
which one is right?
Regardless, the way I see
Christmas is being surrounded
with what you need. I was pleased
with the gift cards I received from
my anonymous friend(s), I was
able to get a coffee afterwards
which hit the spot for it was
exactly what I needed!

VIEWPOINTS
ow well do you know the
highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our
office number, 905-852-1900,
and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize;
this week, it’s two tickets to any
Uxbridge Bruins home hockey
game. photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
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Merry Christmas
and Season's Greetings

JOHN R. O'TOOLE
MPP - DURHAM

75 King St. E., Bowmanville
905-697-1501 1-800-661-2433
john.otooleco@pc.ola.org
Everyone Welcome

2013 New Year's Levee
Sunday, January 12, 2014
12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Sarah Jane Williams Heritage Centre
62 Temperance St. Bowmanville
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
UNIQUE
CHRISTMAS
GIFTS
ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

A GILLDERCROFT?

905-852-2275

9269 3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

Tree Service

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Garage Doors & Openers
Gift Certificates Available
905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!
SPRUCE UP A ROOM
OR YOUR HOUSE WITH A

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“The

Angel said
‘Nothing is impossible for God!’”
Luke 1:37
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

esa #7007893

Classified
Services

905.862.4166

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

905 852 1836

108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

www.lisaritchie.ca
Accounting & Bookkeeping
Financial Statements

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

FRESH COAT OF PAINT.

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY

Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-7129

electrical contracting ltd

905-852-5981

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

Windcrest

170 Main Street North
Inc.

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice
reception, filing and organization
work. Experienced in customer service and office assistance. Available
hourly, daily, weekly or monthly. Call
Melissa Carroll, 905-852-9344
12/19
MONEY HELP: You can feel confident & capable when making financial decisions. Local & reputable.
Janet Ries, RSSW. 905-442-8801
www.TheMoneyCounsellor.com
for details. 12/19
INCREASE
CONFIDENCE;
ACHIEVE
YOUR
GOALS:
Coaching, Mentorship, Course-work
Assistance, Learning Strategies and
Employment Concerns. www.FraserEducation.com
905-852-1145
References Available. 01/30
THE HOME INSPECTOR: Have you
inspected for wind damage?
Shingles, soffits, fascias and other
exterior features may have been
damaged. Email photos to
james@thehomeinspector.ca for
repair advice. 12/27
ACCOUNTING,
bookkeeping.
Professional accountant’s office. Get
organized for 2013 income taxes.
Best rates for winter. 905-852-7634
12/19
QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR:
Slow computer or worried you have a
virus? need backups or parts fixed?

Call Kevin at Alexander Computer
Services. Three years experience at a
local computer shop. Mention “cosmos” for a special deal! 416-6296626 or kevin@alexandercs.com
12/27
HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND
RENOVATIONS. SPECIALIZING
IN
CUSTOM
DESIGN
SOLUTIONS: Quality custom carpentry. Custom Decks and Yard
Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms,
Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos &
Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood
Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-8521750 12/27
DOG WALKING, HOME CARE
FOR PETS. Happy Trails, Happy
Tails. Walks and home visits. Loving
care as if you were there. Call 905862-0522 12/27
PET CARE Day and overnight care,
no crates or kennels,
reasonable rates.
Uxbridge only. 905852-4454 12/27

For Sale
FULL-SIZED WASHER & DRYER, $100
for pair. Downsizing to
smaller ones. 905852-4250 or 416-9515231 12/19

SEWING MACHINE “Babylock
Machine Tempo” 2 years old, barely
used. Worth $1,300, asking $500 o.b.o.
905-862-3680 12/19

STAY WARM THIS WINTER!
Seasoned, local firewood for sale, we
deliver and stack. Bush cord $375,
Face $150. Taylor 416-460-7667
nvfirewoodsales@gmail.com 12/19

Events
ANNOUNCING! A Carlie Laidlaw
project: William’s
Lullaby
www.williamslullaby.ca All iTunes
downloads support Toronto’s Hospital
for SickKids.
Ad sponsored by www.Fraser-Education.com

Free
SOLID CHERRY WOOD ENTERTAINMENT UNIT, Multiple pull out
shelves and drawers. 905-852-0777
12/19

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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A Cup of Coffee... with Dorothea Helms
by Roger Varley
(For someone who
didn't start
writing
until late
in life, Dorothea Helms has made up
for lost time. Her articles have
appeared in just about every publication in Durham and York Regions
over the last number of years. We
thought it was well past time to invite
her to join us for a cup of coffee.)
Dorothea, I've known you for a number of years but not as well as I should.
If I'm not mistaken, you are the
founder of the Writers' Circle?
No, I'm not the founder. The
founder was Marjorie Green: it's the
Writers' Community of Durham
Region. She founded it about 15
years ago. I was one of the original
members and Marjorie Green is the
person who taught me creative writing. Unbeknownst to her, she
launched my career. I took a course
and never looked back. I was 41 at
the time and figured out what I
wanted to do when I grew up. But
that organization is tremendous. We
have 300 and something members
and we attract anywhere from 100
to 150 people to our breakfast meetings once a month. Isn't that amazing?
But you have been a driving force
behind that group.
Oh, I was on the board for years.
But yours is the name that always
seems to pop up.
Well, I interacted with a lot of
writers and I've taught writing for
so long that a lot of people have
started businesses because of my
courses. I've had some success that
way and it's lots of fun. Writers are
cool people.
When you talk about writers, are you
talking about people who write in all
genres or fiction writers or . . .
I'm talking about all genres and I
feel strongly about that. I think it
takes a lot of creativity, of course, to
write a poem or a short story, but it
takes a lot of creativity to write an
ad. If an agency gives you an assignment, you have a folder full of information and you have to get that
down to a few words. It's highly creative. It takes a lot of creativity to do
what you do. I think all writers
should be supportive of all writers
and that means any genre, whether
you're writing for a living, a hobby,
whatever. If you write, you are a
writer.
As a writer, have you written fiction?
I've written everything from annual reports to fortune cookies. I swear
I'm not making that up. I've written
fiction and poetry and published
both and I wrote a non-fiction book
on writing and I write newspaper
stuff, everything.
You're something of a staple in newspapers in Durham and York.
Yes, but I'm not the kind of writer

who slots into one genre. I love to
do different things.
What is your favourite kind of writing?
Oh, gosh. Humour.
I would suggest that humour is one
of the hardest things to write.
I'm not going to tell you that it is
easy, it's just my favourite. Of all the
types of writing, humour probably
requires the most editing. In order

to be funny, something can't be
dragged out.
One wrong word can spoil the
rhythm or cadence?
Yes. There is timing in written
humour, just as there is when you
see somebody get up on stage and
do stand-up. You know, if you hear
someone tell a joke and they just
drag it on, it's a groaner, right?
Humour writers write and rewrite
and rewrite and rewrite to get down
to that kernel of just the right
amount of words to make it funny.
You came to writing at 41. If I may
ask, what were you doing before that?
I was at home raising kids and I
was also going to University of
Toronto part-time. I got a degree in
psychology. It took me two years
because I did one course at a time
and one day in 1992 I was moaning
and complaining to my husband
that I always wanted to be a writer
and he said the words that changed
my life: "So be a writer!" I said
"What do you mean?" and he said
"Find out what writers do and do
it!" So I opened the Durham
College calendar and there was
Marjorie Green's class and I though:
"Well, what the heck." Ten weeks.
Honestly, from the first night it was
like the light bulb went on and I
thought this is what I'm supposed
to do. So from there I started getting articles published. But the pivotal thing for me was 1994 when I
took an entrepreneurial course and I
learned how to run a business. I
knew how to write: what I didn't
know was how to make money. The
first year-and-a-half, when I figured
out at the end of the year what I'd
made, I was working for, like, minus

seven dollars an hour. But it was
fun. I got some publications under
my belt. But once I took that
course, everything changed. My revenues blossomed and I made it a
full-time business and I love it.
So one could say you are one of those
rare birds who is a successful writer?
You know, there's nothing special
about what I do except I opened my
mind to the left brain. There are so
many fine writers out there
who don't want
to do what you
need to do to
market, to do
invoicing, to
keep track of
expenses and
that sort of
thing. If you
want to be successful,
you
have to do that.
It's pitiful that
the
average
income of a
writer
in
Canada today is
around
the
$25,000 mark a
year and that's the same as it was
about 30 years ago. Now, what
other profession do you know that
people are still making such pitiful
amounts? I'm proud to say that I've
made in the six figures for the last
few years and I am not at all alone
on Canada. There are many writers
who make way more than I do and
I applaud them. But what we do is
we write well and we run our businesses well. Does that make sense?
Well, congratulations, Dorothea, I'm
pleased for you.
It's hard work. It's not nine-to-five,
work comes in waves, sometimes
tsunamis, and you just deal with it.
You do what you have to do like
anyone who owns a business. It's
kind of hard for right-brain writers
to get into that mindset that they're
also business people. But I teach,
sometimes a course, sometimes a
one-day workshop, called the
Business of Writing and I do help to
train other writers to run their businesses professionally, because as we
bring up the professionalism of all
writers, I want to help change that
average income and make it a lot
higher.
So you're teaching not necessarily
writing but how to market the writing?
Exactly. Although we do go into
what can help to make the writing
stronger, punchier, more powerful,
but mostly the course is on keeping
basic books, and marketing is huge.
How to write a decent query letter,
how to approach a newspaper editor, as opposed to magazine editors.
You approach them differently.
How to get the word out on what
you've done. How to come up with

creative
i d e a s .
Magazine
editors are
looking for
intuitive
ideas, something that's not sameold same-old.
Coming up with ideas for stories has
never been my strong suit.
When I do teach creative writing
or the business of writing, we do
some exercises that kind of help
that. Brain storm exercises and some
"What ifs". I look around me and I
wonder "What if".
Now, you've been teaching writing
for a few years now, Dorothea . . .
Yes. I'm teaching at Blue Heron
Books right now in the back of the
book store.
What kind of people come to your
writing courses?
I teach adults, usually one night a
week and I've taught a variety of
topics, but the people who come
are people similar to the person I
was at 41, who had dabbled in
writing, who have this passion
inside them, who have words
welling up and they don't quite
know how to let them go or
whether to let them go and what to
do with them when they do let
them go. I've had mostly women,
but I've had a lot of wonderful
men. They're people who have a
passion for words, they just don't
know what to do with it.
It doesn't surprise me when you say
most were women, but why is that? I
know it's a generalization, but what
makes women need to write more
than men?
I don't think they need to write
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more than men, I think they take
courses more than men. Look at
how many fine, fine book authors
and journalists we have who are
men. They sometimes just go and
do it, where women love the socialization that goes along with the
course of learning. I'm guessing
here, but women have been into
networking for centuries before we
coined the word networking.
Women have had to. I don't really
teach people to write. They know.
They're like me. I was always the
mom who did the soccer news letter, the 4-H newsletter, before I
declared myself a writer.
Dorothea, it's been a delight.
Thank you.

Happy Holidays!
We are taking reservations
for New Year's Eve and
New Year's Day
905-862-BOWL(2695)
69 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

In Loving Memory Of
DARRELL, Richard (Dick)
WW II Veteran (RCAF),
Retired Toronto Star Photographer
It is with heavy hearts we announce the passing of Dick Darrell on December 14, 2013.
Born in Fort William, Ontario on March 5, 1921, Dick passed away peacefully at
Lakeridge Health in Port Perry, after a brief illness.
He will be greatly missed by his daughter, Diana, and her husband, John,
and grandchildren Brad, Andrew and Steph.
Dick was predeceased by his wife of 44 years Doreen (1990). He will be fondly remembered
by many friends, neighbours and Toronto Star employees and retirees.
Many thanks to the staff at Community Nursing Home, Port Perry, for their loving care of
Dick for almost five years. Special thanks to Dr. Tuck and staff at Lakeridge Health, Port
Perry, for providing Dick with compassion and comfort in his final days.
Family and friends will be received at the Low and Low Funeral Home 1763 Reach Street,
Port Perry (905) 985-7331 on Wednesday, December 18, 2013, from 6 to 9 p.m. A complete funeral service to celebrate the life of Dick will be held in the chapel on Thursday,
December 19, 2013, at 11 a.m. If desired, donations in Dick's memory can be made to the
Toronto Star Santa Claus Fund or a charity of your choice.
On line condolences may be made at www.lowandlow.ca
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND

Fri. Dec. 20, 9:30 a.m.
Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association Hike: Brock
Tract 2+hr., 10+ km fast pace
loop hike with some hills. Meet
at parking area on the east side
of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 5.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862
Fri., Dec. 20, Blood Donor
Clinic, Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre, 1:30 - 7 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 21, 7:00 a.m.
Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike, some hills.
Meet at the trial entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact:
Russ
Burton

905 830 2862
Sat., Dec. 21: Exploring
Horizons presents a special
Christmas session, 10 a.m. 2:30 p.m., 29 Toronto Street,
Suite 1C.
NEXT WEEK

Tue., Dec. 24, 9:30 a.m.
Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association Hike: Walker
Woods. 2+ hr., 10+ km fast
pace hike with hills. No dogs
please. Meet at parking area
on the east side of Conc. 6, 2
km south of Durham 21 at
Albright Rd. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Tues., Dec. 24: Trinity
United Church Christmas
Eve Services.
4:30 p.m. - Family Service followed by Pot Luck Meal.
7:00 p.m. - Traditional Service.

Tiger Talk
Its
Party
Time!
by Nique Therrien

Christmas, and perhaps a spring
fling dance before March break. All
clubs worked very hard and hoped
that all the students enjoyed themselves.
“I think it ended pretty well, we
had an awesome DJ and I hope people will come next year!” said
Alexandrina Therrien, a member of
prom committee.
It was the first semi-formal for the
Grade 9s, who are just getting
accustomed to the new environment and the new people. Katie
McQuiggin, a Grade 9, was asked
questions about how semi went in
her opinion:
How was your first semi-formal?
It was so much fun. I danced with
all my friends and had a blast!
What was the best part?
The best part was seeing all my
friends and what they were
wearing.

Hey, Tigers!
Last week, on Thursday, December
12, around 250 USS students were
dancing, singing and having a blast
in the Cafeteria. The high school
held its annual semi-formal dance
for all grades to participate in. The
main hallway was set up as an entry,
where students would leave their
coats and purses before entering the
cafeteria. The cafeteria itself was
amazingly decorated with streamers,
fantastic lights and an amazing DJ
booth and speakers! There were two
tables set up with food and water
available for purchase throughout
the dance. Loads of students
enjoyed themselves and it was certainly memorable.
The students owe this incredible
night to the prom
c o m m i t t e e , ARE YOU PREPARED
IT’S
FOR THE
Student Council
NEW
EMISSIONS S
TESTING?
U
NDERCOATING
EASON!
and the leadership
We
are Y
ready
you.
OU Gto
OTassist
YOURS
?
HAVE
committee. These
committees put
Specializing in
the dance together
Volkswagen
and
organized
Audi
everything. The
dance
was
a
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
fundraiser for both
Porsche
the Grade 12's
European & Asian
prom and for the
Rick Callaghan
leadership committee. The prom UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
committee (made UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
up of Grade 12s UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
Available
only) will also be
having
other 138 Sandiford Dr.,
fundraisers as well, Unit 5, Stouffville
such as a bottle 905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
drive
after
www.410auto.ca
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10:00 p.m. - Candlelight
Communion Service.
Wed., Dec. 25, Christmas
Day Dinner at 12:00 noon.
The dinner is open to everyone
that wishes at the Senior's
Centre at 75 Marietta Street. If
you wish to come we would
appreciate you contacting
St.Pauls Anglican Church, 905852-7016, to confirm your
attendance. However, you are
welcome to attend even if you
do not contact us in advance.
There is no cost and transportation can be provided.
Fri., Dec. 27, Christmas
Bird Count. All day event.
Derek Connelly, 905-8525432, North Durham Nature
Club. We need feeder watche
r
s
!
northdurhamnatureclub.com
Sat., Dec. 28, 7:00 a.m.
Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moder-

ate pace; Join us for breakfast
after the hike. Meet at the trial
entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161

What could they maybe improve on
for next year?
They could improve on the snack
bar table by making it closer and
with different options available.”
Do you want to attend next year’s?
Yes, of course I want to go again. It
was a great experience!
Now, for the Grade 11s! Of course,
they have already been, but every
time is different. So, Curtis Strong
was asked about how this semi-formal went for him:
Did you enjoy this semi?
I did enjoy Semi, probably would
have to be because of the company
and who I was with.
In your opinion, was it better than
last years?
I would say it was better then last
year, probably because I am in
Grade 11 now and I feel more comfortable.
What was the best part?
I'm not quite sure.
Are you planning on attending next

year?
Most likely.
Last but certainly not least, the
Grade 12s! It was their last Semi
together and they will soon be leaving the school. Michelle Bacon was
asked questions on how her final
semi-formal went:
Was it better then last year’s?
Both were a ton of fun although
this year, the light setup was awesome so I'd say yes.
How was your last Semi?
It was definitely a good night to
end off on, as my last Semi.
Are you excited for prom coming up
in May?
I'm very excited for prom this year,
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6487
ONGOING

The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
will be closed Wednesday
December 25, 2013 and
Wednesday January 1, 2014.
Instead, the Food Bank will be
open on Monday December
30, 2013 from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. All donations are always
appreciated. Tax receipts are
issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in
the Food Bank Box at Zehrs or
at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Monday to Friday 9
a.m.-noon

UPCOMING

Tues., Dec. 31, 9:30 a.m.
Oak
Ridges
Trail
Association Hike: Durham
Forest 2+ hr., 11 km fast pace
hike. No dogs please. Meet at
Durham Forest parking area on
the east side of Conc. 7, 1 km
south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sun., Jan. 5/14: Music
Fest
10 - 11 a.m. at
Reachview Gardens. We
welcome all ages and all talents, be it singing, playing an
instrument, dancing or storytelling; and our audience is
very appreciative! For more
info please call jo at 905-852-

If you have a community event
for a charity or non-profit
organization that you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or
905-852-1900. The deadline
for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.
it will be a great way to end off high
school!
What was your favorite part about
Semi?
My favorite part of Semi was dancing with my friends all dressed up!
Semi-formal was a memorable
experience and was very helpful
fundraiser for the prom committee
and Leadership Club! Thanks to all
the people evolved in this amazing
night, and good luck on the other
fundraisers. Remember to check the
website
http://uxbridgess.ddsbschools.ca/ for future events and/or
other news.
Thank you and have a terrific
Christmas break, Tigers!

NAIL CARE • WAXING • MASSAGE • SKIN CARE

Twin&

NAILS SPA
Free Mani & Pedi ($35 value)

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

with the purchase of eyelash extensions

Free Eyebrow Waxing ($8 value)

with the purchase of
• Spa Mani+Pedi or
• 1hr Body Massage or
• Advanced Facial or
• Feet Reflexology
With any purchase $50 or more,
Massage

%off
10
all services
including gift certificates.

905-852-9009
Mon - Sat 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday Closed
307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge
(across from Zehrs)
www.twinsnails.ca

WE’RE STILL TAKING ORDERS FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS MEAL.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!
• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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Bruins split home-and-away
with MoJacks
by Roger Varley

there were still too many mistakes by the
defence.
Down Reach Street on Sunday, Siydock
turned in a great performance to shut out
the Bruins.
The first period was a scoreless affair, with
only three penalties called.
In the second, Conner Shingler opened
the scoring just 35 seconds after the faceoff, followed by Ryan Beattie's goal five
minutes later. Lucas Clark closed out the
scoring on a power play in the third period.
The Bruins remain in third place in the
six-team OHA Junior C Central Division
with 12 wins, nine losses and two overtime
losses for 26 points. They are 14 points
behind the powerhouse Lakefield Chiefs,
who are averaging more than five goals a
game, and seven points behind second
place Clarington Eagles.
The Bruins see action again tomorrow
night at 7:45 p.m. when they host the
Little Britain Merchants, who have lost six
their last seven games. Then they travel to
Keswick on Saturday night to face the cellar-dwelling Georgina Ice.

While Uxbridge Bruins' offense shone in
their 4-2 victory over the Port Perry
MoJacks at the arena on Friday, they were
shut down completely on Sunday when
the MoJacks downed them 3-0 in the
Scugog arena.
Marco Mastrangelo notched the first goal
of Friday's game midway through the first
period. After taking a pass at centre ice
from Korey Brand, Mastrangelo skated in
on MoJacks' netminder Jeff Julien with a
Port Perry defender draped all over him,
but still managed to put the puck in the
net.
In the second period, captain Matt Allen
made it 2-0 with a power-play goal at the
13-minute mark, assisted by Mastrangelo
and Brand. That was followed six minutes
later by what proved to be Liam Blais'
game winner, assisted by Justin Dube and
Carter Vahey. With that, Julien was pulled
in favour of Drew Siydock. As the period
dwindled down, Port Perry's Jeff St. Pierre
put the MoJacks on the scoreboard after a
poor Bruins pass was picked off. For the
rest of the period,
the MoJacks had
the Bruins back on
their heels.
In the third, with
one man in the sin
bin for five minutes
and another earnAll Ornaments &
ing a minor at the
Christmas Giftware
same time, the
MoJacks
found
themselves
two
905-852-3029 up to
men down for a full
14 Brock Street E.
two minutes. They
survived the twoVoted Best Flower See in store
man disadvantage,
& Gift Shop 2012 for details.
but, with two-anda-half minutes still
remaining on the
major,
Brand
scored on the
power play, assisted
by
Mastrangelo.
Owen Bateman's
unassisted goal at
the three-minute
DECEMBER 20, 7:45 p.m.
mark brought Port
Perry back within
Against Little Britain
striking distance
At the Uxbridge Ar ena
but, even though
the Bruins played a
man short for most
Sunday, Dec. 8,
of the last three
against Georgina
minutes,
the
7:30 p.m.
MoJacks
were
unable to add to
EVERYTHING ‘BRUIN’ AT WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM
their score.
Although the Remember to bring a new, unwrapped toy
offensive
lines
to any Bruins Home Game for the
played with zest,
Uxbridge Toy Drive

Pre-Christmas

SALE

50% off

PATTERSON’S

FLOORING
Since 1984

Hardwood • Laminate • Engineered Wood • Cork
Leather • Carpet • Vinyl • Ceramic • Porcelain • Slate

Christmas Hours
December 24th:
December 30th:
December 31st:
January 1st:
January 2nd:

Closing at 12:00pm
Open 9:00am - 6:00pm
Open 9:00am - 12:00pm
Closed
Open 9:00am - 6:00pm

Wishing Everyone
Safe & Happy

Holidays!

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT!!

185 Main Street N., Uxbridge
(across from the Beer store)

Phone 905-862-0001 1-888-862-2001
Fax 905 862-0031
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca
Monday to Friday 9:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm
Closed every long weekend
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