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SANTA CLAUS GETS IN THE GAME - The Uxbridge Bruins and the Port Perry Mojacks got a visit from Santa himself last Friday evening when he officially dropped the puck to start the game.
He was assisted by two “elves” from North Durham Community Living - on his left, Katherine Follows, and on his right, Tracy McGarry. Carter Vahey faced off for the Bruins; Logan Evans represented the Mojacks. The Bruins ultimately won the game: see story below. The Bruins next game is on December 30 at the Uxbridge arena agains Little Britain.
Photo by Alexis Vos

Mojacks mowed down, Bruins on top
by Roger Varley

In one of the best games played at
the Uxbridge arena this season, the
Uxbridge Bruins dominated the
Port Perry MoJacks with a 4-1 win
Friday. It was the first time the
Bruins have defeated their archrivals in four games this season.
Fast-paced and exciting, the
Bruins took a two-goal lead in the
first period, which saw only one
penalty to Port Perry and very few
stoppages in play. Tyson Eastgate
opened the scoring with under five
minutes left in the stanza, assisted
by Marco Mastrangelo. Three minutes later, defenceman Thomas
Sheedy scored his first goal of the
campaign with a long blast from the
blue line, assisted by Mastrangelo

and Connor Evans.
In the scoreless second period, the
Bruins' top-ranked penalty killers
survived three penalties, including a
38-second two-man disadvantage,
as they easily shut down Port Perry's
last-ranked power play. The penalties included a 10-minute misconduct against Mastrangelo for a
check to the head. The Bruins
seemed to flag a little towards the
end of the period but the MoJacks
were unable to take advantage.
Early in the third, a scrimmage in
the corner to the left of Port Perry
goalie Blake Shaw saw the puck
squirt out to Daryl Thomson near
the top of the face-off circle.
Thomson one-timed it with a rocket shot that Shaw never saw. Near
the midway point, with the referee
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waiting to call a penalty on the
MoJacks, Todd Winder scored the
Bruins' last goal, assisted by Evans
and Alex Siblock. But a minute
later, goalie Brandon Francey, who
was on top of his form, saw his bid
for a shut-out expire on a weird
goal. The MoJacks' Jeff St. Pierre
looped a high shot which seemed to
mesmerize Francey. It went over his
head and dropped into the net
behind him.
The win kept the Bruins in first
place in the seven-team OHA
Junior C Central Division with 39
points, followed by the Clarington
Eagles with 38, the Lakefield
Chiefs with 37 and the MoJacks
with 36.
Following the game, head coach
Geoff Hodgkinson said the victory
was one of the most important wins
of the season so far.
"We needed to find a way to beat
Port Perry", he said. "We have three
(forward) lines we can put out there
and cause havoc."
With Jarrett Smith out of the line-

up Friday, Korey Brand filled his
spot on the line with Eastgate and
Mastrangelo.
"Brand and Eastgate create space
for Mastrangelo," Hodgkinson said.
Noting that Mastrangelo is third in
the scoring race - and first in goals
scored - the coach agreed the player's scoring points could be higher if
he were not the most penalized
player in the league so far with 76
minutes. Those penalties include
four 10-minute misconducts and a
game misconduct.
"Marco plays hard and wants to be
a physical force. We've had conversations, but it's the way he plays,"
the coach said, noting that
Mastrangelo not only dominates on
offence but also is one of the
strongest in coming back to help the
defence.
The Bruins' next game will be on
Tuesday, Dec. 30, at the arena at
7;45 p.m. when they host the Little
Britain Merchants.
Bear pause: The Bruins' newest and

youngest fan made her appearance
at the game on Friday when reporter
Darryl Knight of the Standard
brought his two-week-old daughter,
Abby, to the game. Knight claims
she stayed awake for the first period
and then was taken home.

Red-bellied woodpecker
by Pat Asling
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council & Committees
Meeting Schedule
for January 2015
Tuesday, Jan. 6
Budget Meeting 1-6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 12
COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 13
Budget Meeting 1-6 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 14
Budget Meeting
4:30-9:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 15
Budget Meeting 1-6 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 19
COMMITTEE
9:30 a.m.
Public Meeting - SASE
Aggregates
ZBA 2014-06
7 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 20
Budget Meeting
4:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 22
Budget Meeting 1-6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 23
Budget Meeting 1-4 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 26
Budget Open House
6 - 7 p.m.
COUNCIL
7 p.m.
Public Meeting - Vicdom
Sand & Gravel
ZBA 2014-05
7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan 28
Budget Meeting 1-6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 29
Budget Meeting 1-6 p.m.

Mayor's Family Skate

Please come out to the
Uxbridge Arena and
Community Centre, 291 Brock
Street West on New Year's Eve
from 5:15 to 7:15 p.m. for the
Mayor's Family Skate!

The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge

2014
Follow the
Township Online

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Town Hall
Holiday Closure

RECRUITMENT

The Township of Uxbridge will
be closed for the Holiday
Season
on
Wednesday,
December 24, 2014, at noon
and will not re-open until
Monday, January 5, 2015, at
8:30 a.m.
In the event of an emergency,
please call 1-877-426-4459.
Tax payments can be placed
in the dropbox (no cash
please) at Town Hall or paid at
most financial institutions or via
Internet/Telephone banking.
Durham Region Transit tickets
can be purchased at K & Y
Convenience Store (3 Main
Street South, Uxbridge).
Garbage Bag Tags can be
purchased at the Uxbridge
Public Library. For garbage
related inquiries, please contact 1-800-667-5671.
Have a Safe and
Happy Holiday!

Winter Reminders
Overnight Parking
Please be advised that By-law
2013-184 as amended prohibits
overnight
parking
from
November 1 until April 1
between the hours of 2 a.m.
and 7 a.m. on roadways and
municipal lots within the
Township of Uxbridge.
Snow removal obstruction
Did you know that, in accordance with the Township of
Uxbridge Traffic By-law 2013184, it is an offence to stop any
vehicle on a highway in such a
manner as to interfere with the
movement of traffic or the clearing of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off
any highway or roadway in
order to permit snow removal
equipment and vehicles to
clean the streets during the
winter season.
Sidewalk Responsibilities
Snow Removal By-Law 2008160 states every owner/occupant of any building or vacant
lot within the Township of
Uxbridge shall clear all snow
and ice from any sidewalk(s)
adjacent to their property within
24 hours after the accumulation
of snow and/or ice.
Snowmobile By-law
Please keep the Township
Snowmobile By-Law in mind
while operating your motorized
snow vehicle this winter season. You are not permitted to
ride your snowmobile on any
sidewalks, park lands or any
other Township property except
to cross. Any person found in
contravention of this By-Law is
liable to a fine.

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca
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THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
FIRE DEPARTMENT is currently
accepting applications for interested persons to join our team of
Part-Time
(Volunteer)
Firefighters.
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
INCLUDE:
• Must legally be eligible to work
in Canada
• Minimum 18 years old
• Minimum high school diploma
or equivalent
• Live within a reasonable distance of the Fire Station
• Able to respond to the majority
of calls
• Be required to pass an aptitude
test, which may be conducted by
an outside agency
• Be required to pass a physical
test of bona fide occupational
requirements that will be conducted by an outside agency.
The cost of such test will be the
responsibility of the candidate. In
advance of undergoing physical
fitness testing, candidates must
submit a note from their physician stating that they are physically capable of taking such testing.
• Obtain a valid DZ license, at
their expense, within 12 months
of being hired
• Additional requirements are
noted in the application package
• Candidates who have completed NFPA 1001 Firefighter I and II
would be an asset
Applications can be picked up at
and returned to:
The Uxbridge Fire Deptartment
17 Bascom St., Atten: Chief
Richardson
OR
The Township of Uxbridge
Municipal Office, 51 Toronto St.,
S., Uxbridge
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: January 29, 2015
CALLING ALL EVENT
ORGANIZERS
The deadline for events to be
included in the 2015 Spring &
Summer Community Guide is
January 11, 2015. This is free
advertising going to 17,500 households in Uxbridge Township,
Scugog, Sunderland, Claremont,
and Mount Albert.
Submit an Event
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
RECEPTIONIST MATERNITY LEAVE
The Township of Uxbridge is
seeking qualified candidates
for the Receptionist position at
the
Township
Municipal
Offices.
Reporting to the
Deputy Clerk, the position will
be for a maximum length of ten
months, with a definitive timeline to be determined at the
time of hiring. Duties of the
position are as follows;
• Provides reception for the
Township, administers the
switchboard for the Township
Office
and
provides
Administrative/Clerical support
functions for the Clerk's
Department, Municipal By-Law
Enforcement
Department,
other Departments as required
and Council.
• Acts as the initial contact with
those visiting the Township
office, or contacting the
Township by phone; use of professional and courteous manner is necessary to portray a
positive image of the Township.
• Fills in for incumbents in
other Departments as required.
• Prepares Lottery Licences for
execution by the Clerk.
• Administers the Township
website under the supervision
of the Clerk.
•
Manages preparation of
Township Page for newspaper
publication.
• Books all Meeting Rooms
• Logs and distributes mail and
is responsible for courier
preparation
• Administers banner program
The successful candidate will
have the following qualifications:
• High school diploma or
equivalent.
• One year previous experience dealing with a high volume
switchboard/reception
environment.
• Two years office/administration experience including one
year switchboard experience.
• Exceptional customer service
and communication skills.
The above description and
qualifications are based on a
35 hour work week. Interested
and qualified candidates are
encouraged to submit a
detailed resume and covering
letter to Michael de Rond,
Deputy
Clerk,
at
mderond@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Resumes will also be accepted
in person and by mail at 51
Toronto Street South, P.O. Box
190, Uxbridge ON, L9P 1T1.
All resumes and covering letters must be received by 4:30
p.m., January 9, 2015.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY
WINTER PROGRAMS
Registration will begin on Monday,
January 5, at 10 a.m. for our winter
programs. Information can be found
online at www.uxlib.com or by asking
at our Children's desk.
Starting in January:
Wiggles & Giggles, 2 years and up,
Mondays, Jan. 12, 19 & 26; 10:30 11:15 a.m. Tickles & Tunes, 6-36+
months, Thursdays starting Jan. 15; 2
class times. Clowning Around with
Jo, Wednesday, January 21, 10:4511:30 a.m. Family Fun Night with a
Frozen theme - Thursday, Jan. 22,
6:30-7:30 p.m. *Special Guest*
“Play with Me” with Jacquie
Hermans, Mondays starting Jan. 12.

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC
LIBRARY HOLIDAY
HOURS
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 26
Dec. 27
Dec. 28
Dec. 29
Dec. 30
Dec. 31
Jan. 1
Jan. 2

10 am - noon
Closed
Closed
10 am - 5 pm
1 pm - 5 pm
10 am - 5 pm
10 am - 9 pm
10 am - noon
Closed
Regular hours
resume

Arena Schedule
Public Programs
Dec. 24, 2014 - Jan. 2, 2015

Starting in February:
Wiggles & Giggles, 2 years and up,
Mondays, Feb. 2, 9 & 23; 10:30-11:15
a.m. Clowning Around with Jo,
Wednesday, Feb. 18; 10:45-11:30
a.m. Family Fun Night with a Lego
theme - Thursday, February 26, 6:30 7:30 pm.

Dec. 24
Adult Skate Cancelled
Santa Skate 2:15 pm- 4:15
pm
Public Skate Cancelled

Reading Buddies
Children in GRADES 1 to 3, including
FRENCH immersion, will have lots of
fun reading and participating in literacy-based activities with a VOLUNTEER from the community! January
9/13/14 to March 3/4/6 (skip Feb 13).
Tuesdays 3:45-4:45 OR 6:30-7:30 OR
Wednesdays 3:45-4:45 OR Fridays
3:45-4:45. $10 per child, includes
snack/drink and overdue fines forgiven. Space is limited/based on availability of volunteers. Details/application forms are available at the children's desk or at www.uxlib.com.

Dec. 28
Public Skate Cancelled

Mitten Tree
December is the month for giving! We
have set up a Mitten Tree in the Adult
department for anyone who would like
to bring in a pair of mittens to be
donated for those who are in need (we
won't turn down scarves or hats).
Please feel free to simply hang any
donations you wish to make on our
tree and we will do the rest!

Dec. 25
Dec. 26

Closed
Closed

Dec. 29
Parent and Tot Cancelled
Dec. 30
Ticket ice 11 am - 1 pm
Tim Horton's Skate
12:15 - 1:15 pm
Public Skate 4 - 4:50 pm
Dec. 31
Adult skate and Public Skate
Cancelled
Mayor's Levee 5:15 -7:15
pm
Jan. 1

Closed

Jan. 2
Tim Horton's Skate
12:15-1:15 pm
BIA Skate 2:15 - 3:15 pm
Jan. 3
Regular schedule resumes

Here
we
are
marking
Christmas 2014, and the New
Year is approaching. Our best
wishes to all. Do enjoy good
times with family and friends.
Brent and Cathy Rynard
spent a few days in Grimsby
last week with their daughter,
Jennifer, her husband, Rev.
Sean Astop, and their family.
St. Paul's Leaskdale
Christmas Services will be at
5:00; 7:00; and 9:00 p.m.on
Christmas Eve, with regular
services on Dec. 28, at 9:00
and 11:00 a.m.
It is encouraging to know that
the Udora Bridge construction
is now complete, and that the
Umphrey Bridge is scheduled
to open right away. Both of
these structures are on
Ravenshoe Rd. and had need-

ed improvement for some time.
Sincere congratulations to
Anthony and Lyndsay Taylor
(Nugent), who were married in
the Bahamas on December 3.
A number of family members
and friends were in attendance
for this happy occasion.
A group of 12 young people
from St. Paul's, Leaskdale
leave on a mission trip this
Friday to conduct a Vacation
Bible School in Hainomosa.
D.R.
I will take this opportunity to
thank everyone for your phone
calls, cards, and inquiries
since George's surgery at
Toronto General Hospital on
Dec. 11. He is back home now,
and improving slowly.
Our very best wishes to
everyone for the New Year.

Police nab convenience store gunman
Durham Regional Police have
arrested and charged a former
resident of Uxbridge for the
gunpoint robbery of a local
convenience store back in
September.
Tylor Bain, 20, was arrested
in Newmarket last Wedesday.
Bain is accused of having
robbed the Daisy Mart convenience store on Quaker Village
Drive on the evening of
September 29. During the robbery, a gun was pointed at the
cashier who was working t the
time. Bain, who currently lives
in Newmarket, was a resident
of Uxbridge at the time of the
robbery.
Bain has been charged with:

Robbery with an Offensive
Weapon; Disguise with Intent;
Possession of a Weapon for
Committing an Offence; and
Use of an Imitation Firearm
During the Commission of an
Offence. He was held for a bail
hearing.
Anyone with information
about this investigation is
asked to call Det. McInall of
Major Crime - Robbery Unit at
1-888-579-1520 ext. 5359.
Anonymous tips can be made
to Crime Stoppers at 1-800222-8477 (TIPS) or on the
website at www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and
tipsters are eligible for a cash
reward of up to $2,000.

WE’RE TAKING A BREAK!
The Uxbridge Cosmos / Cosmos Print
Services office will be closed from noon on
Wednesday, December 24, through to
Monday, January 5, 2015.
There will be no newspaper the week
between Christmas and New Years.
If you need to contact the office, please call
905-852-1900 and leave a message, or
email thecosmos@powergate.ca, as we will
still be checking messages and email
during this time.
If the story of the century is unfolding, or if
you need immediate assistance, please call
647-220-9173.

Thank you, and have a
wonderful holiday season.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
Another year over, and what have we done?
Well, here we are, the final edition of The Cosmos for 2014. This editor’s first full calendar
year at the helm of Uxbridge’s only truly local newspaper. And what a year it’s been. A
municipal election that took up editorial space from January right through to the end of
October. An unfortunate murder, right here in our midst. A few too many robberies for our
tastes. A hockey association amalgamation in January; the loss of the Mount Albert Fire Hall
to a fire in February; “Win This Space” in March; the winter of all winters finally ends in
April; Planks Lane in Uxbridge suddenly gets turned one-way in May; our own Ted Barris
ties with Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield to win a top award for Non-Fiction Book of the
Year in June; Granville Anderson becomes the region’s MPP following a June provincial election; Planks Lane going one-way gets put off a year in July; April Simmonds jumps closer
to dreams of next year’s PanAm games in August; election fever hits full on in September;
election fever finally breaks in October; a recount and Liona Boyd in November, and now
it’s December. Lots of great theatre, lots of fantastic concerts, art exhibitions that are as fine
as any one would see in the city - Uxbridge has such a vast amount of talent, both artistic
and athletic, to be proud of.
We were happy to see that, in this final edition of the year, we are able to bring you only
good news stories. Even the police beat piece on page three is good news - the police caught
the bad guy and Uxbridge is now that much safer (we hope).
Congratulations to Sarah Pollard - Sir James Galway surely didn’t know that he was standing in the room with the next great flautist of this century when he taught that masterclass
at U of T, we’re sure.
Good luck to the Hope for Hockey Team as it heads to Weagamow on Saturday - there is
a community that will benefit not just from the hockey equipment that is already on its way
there, but also from the amazing individuals who are going there to share their expertise
and their love.
Along with the good news stories, we present a small offering of what some of our regular writers had to say when asked if Christmas was still relevant in today’s world. Some
jumped at the chance to write on this topic. Others balked, unsure as to whether they could
tackle the subject with all the weight it carried. One writer even told the editor it wasn’t a
“festive” enough topic. The topic was chosen, however, to get you, the reader, thinking. Is
Christmas still relevant in today’s crazy, technology and money driven society? You might
ponder this as you wrap a mountain of gifts. You might ask this of family and friends as
you sit around the table. You may decide not to give it a second thought at all, and simply
carry on with the rush that this season seems to bring. At some point, however, you will find
yourself asking this question, whether it’s a variation on the theme or the exact wording
given above. How does this holiday still matter to us in the 21st century? We like Amy
Hurlburt’s thought: “It’s not the magic of the season that’s lost...it’s us. We think she’s hit
the nail right on the head.
No matter what you spend this holiday season doing, whether it’s reflecting or partying
hard into the New Year, we at The Cosmos want to wish each and every one of you the very
best for the end of 2014 and for all of 2015. We look forward to travelling through the
next year with you, bringing you everything you need to know about all that’s going on in
our little corner of the universe. Our Cosmos.

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Advertising/Sales

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Dianne Oad Winder

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
As artists in the Uxbridge area, we
have been involved in the Studio
Tour, the Celebration of the Arts,
Art Happening, the Juried Art
Show and many other events, so we
feel that we speak for much of the
art community in saying that
Kairen Jamiesons' letter [to the editor] last week was completely off the
mark.
Work by local artists has been
offered at Woods & Woods, The
Passionate Cook, Blue Heron
Books, Savon du Bois, on the walls
of the Tin Cup, and at Frankie's
Ristorante. Red Hot Design’s
Cheryl Hinzel volunteers her design
time on a very frequent basis to support local arts events. Presents,
Presents and Blue Heron Books sell
tickets for many local arts events.
Williamson Chrysler had an art
show in their showroom. Rich
Helms from Write Stuff Writing
Services has volunteered countless
hours to several websites. That is
just a few of the 'downtown businesses' where local artists are supported.
Ms. Jamieson, have you never been
in the Blue Heron Book Store or
Art Studio? They sell work by, and
create events promoting, local musicians and writers. There are courses
there on a regular basis run by, yes,
local artists; and ongoing shows and
events supporting artists, including
the Handmade in Uxbridge show
that just spent 10 successful days in
the Blue Heron Studio.
Each year, the merchants take
space from their own windows to
showcase work from the artists on
the Studio Tour, and every store is
asked several times a week to put up
posters or donate to support a multitude of artistic events.
Local businesses have every right
to carry whatever they want. They
have to pay substantial overhead,
business taxes, staffing, etc., so must
carry stock that sells and generates a
certain mark up so they can stay in

business. They know their customer, what will sell and what
won't. Often handmade pieces just
don't fit their store's aesthetic or
standard of quality, or simply don't
sell.
To say that downtown businesses
do not support local artists is simply
not correct. Local businesses have
supported the arts community for
years, and we greatly appreciate all
their efforts.
Nancy Newman, Judith Tinkl,
Max Kalinowski, Tracy Walker,
Constance Laing, Lynn Bishop
Uxbridge and area artists
As 17 local artists are in the middle
of being fully supported by our
downtown merchants during the
third year of our annual 'Handmade
in Uxbridge' Christmas Sale, it
would be wrong to leave Ms.
Jamieson's letter of last week
unchallenged.
I know others will address the
enormous support we get from local
businesses and retailers. I would like
to address something more complex.
As a local maker and artist myself,
I have had my own products in two
downtown stores. Both merchants
were very supportive of my work,
but I have to say that I did not sell
much. In the one example, though
displayed beautifully and in a good
spot, my fabric jewellry might have
been just a bit quirky for the store.
We tried it for about a year, and
then decided the sales weren't really
worth the space I was occupying.
The same jewellry then sold very
well at the Studio Tour at the same
prices. Go figure.
The second example were handcarved stone bookends, at the bookstore. Probably the price point was
way too high; there's clearly a limit
to what folk will pay for bookends.
It's possible both these merchants
knew this might be the case when I
approached them about my work,

but they were willing to try my
products, and I really appreciate
that. There is a lot to learn from the
merchants about presentation, price
point and the more subtle 'fit' in a
particular store; goods in a store are
also dictated by the customers what they will buy and what they
leave on the shelves, and a good
merchant knows her customers. If
you are not getting into a store, you
probably have to look again at your
product. Why not ask the merchants who are saying 'no'; they will
probably give you some advice.
We have a great downtown of supportive businesses - the more we
work together and move forward in
fast-changing retail the better we
survive. Don't dump on these good
people - learn from them; learn with
them!
Fly Freeman
Uxbridge
In response to Jan Wilson's letter
[to the editor, Dec. 19] about her
friend's ticket for parking on the
road and impeding the plough, I
have to side with the by-law people
here. I had to drive on that day and
I was very grateful that the roads
were as clear as they were so I say,
when it comes to safety...bring on
those bylaw officers!
Eileen Ethier
Submitted by email
How sad to read there are still those
who insist on drinking and driving.
I am sure no one intentionally
wants to cause harm to themselves,
their family or anyone else on the
road, and yet for some reason they
haven't got the message of DON'T
DRINK AND DRIVE. It has all
been said, and we have all read the
headlines, and possibly buried a
loved one. So what is it going to
take to get the message out?
Bev Northeast
Goodwood

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

column by Ted Barris

The relevance of peace

Is Christmas relevant?

I find myself in a bit of a spot, here. I’m the one who chose the topic for this year’s
“Christmas edition” of the paper - Is Christmas still relevant today? Being the editor of the paper, I’ve had the
chance to read what everyone else has written, so I know what’s been said, and I can make sure that my column
doesn’t repeat what the others have said. I can come up with something original yet insightful. Problem is, they
have said the same thing that I had wanted to say. I agree with all of them.
Christmas hasn’t become irrelevant. We as a society have managed to make the purpose behind it all quite irrelevant, though. And it’s almost to the point where this could make one more sad at this time of the year, as opposed
to happier, merrier.
For example, how sad is it that commercials have to appeal to our sense of greed. “I want that”, says one. “All
the little ones on your list will be expecting you to go overboard this Christmas,” taunts another. These commercials disgust me. I yell at the radio every time I hear one that tells me to go out an buy more, spend more. Or
worse, tells me that I should treat myself at this time of year (to a BMW or a Honda, no less). Selfishness + Greed
= Grinch.
I have a friend who recently told me that, because of financial restraints in his life, he recently announced to his
family that he will not be buying gifts for anyone this year. In doing so, he hasn’t fallen victim to the shopping frenzy that overtakes normally sane humans at this time, and he says he feels remarkably stress free for it all. I admire
him greatly. And envy him too.
Having young people in my world (I used to say small, but I can’t do that anymore, as my middle daughter is
now taller than I!) who are growing up in this stuff-crazed world, I am keenly aware that I am the one teaching
them what Christmas time is all about. I correct my youngest when she goes through the Sears Christmas Wish Book
circling every other item on a given page, announcing that she “wants” this or that. “You would like,” I remind her.
I make sure that when of the above-mentioned vile commercials come on and they are within earshot, they hear
me rant about how disgusting it is that a commercial so petty and thoughtless is put on the radio. I go to great
lengths to ensure that traditions are upheld, and I try very hard to make sure that they see through all the crap
that bombards them daily.
I think I’m having success in teaching them that there is so much more joy in giving. We spend long hours talking about things that other people might like - and they’re not always things, they’re often activities or actions.
We’ve managed to get quite worked up on Christmas morning waiting for someone to get to the gift that was so
carefully prepared, and we delight in the long explanations afterward of just how such an amazing gift was thought
of and created in the first place.
But look at me. I’m not talking about whether I think Christmas is relevant or not - I’m talking about what I think
I’m doing in my little world to make sure it doesn’t become irrelevant, to me or to my children. I have no right to
boast about my small part - I’ve still spent too much money buying things for them that they can use, and will
enjoy, but do they really need?
I have no problem with a time of the year set aside for focussing on family and friends. I cannot imagine a world
that doesn’t have Christmas time. But somehow, here in North America, we’ve messed it up. When we lived in
Switzerland, every year I marvelled at how Christmas time there was unscathed by the hype and tackiness that
smirches the face of Christmas here. A calmness, a peace pervades the atmosphere during Advent. On December 6
families get together and trade small tokens of love and appreciation (St. Nicholas Day). December 24/25 are
solemn affairs - not devoid of festivity or fun, but respectful and dignified. They go to church, they walk in the
mountains, they get together with loved ones to enjoy a meal. It strikes me that this is more the way Christmas
should be celebrated. We’ve lost the calm dignity that should envelope this time of year.
What can we do to restore what Christmas is meant to be? I don’t think I can answer that question. I only know
what I can do in my household, and I can only hope that those messages I send sink into my girls, so that they, too,
can carry with them an idea of what the true sentiment behind Christmas is. Maybe someday the pendulum will
swing back the other way, and we’ll exhaust our need for stuff and such, and find the peace that this time of year
promises.
To all of you, may the joy and peace of the season settle in your heart, not for just the holiday season, but for
the entire year through.

A number of Christmases ago, my father Alex called me from Toronto. He was worried about something. I asked him what was wrong. He said he was facing a dilemma. He had just written a Christmas song and wanted one of our two daughters to record it. Since both were good
singers, he didn't know which to choose.
“Dad, I don't see a problem,” I said. “They both sing. Why not ask them to record it together? They can sing it
in harmony.”
Well, it was one of those times in my life when instinct proved to be bang on. My father approached both our
daughters - Quenby, the teacher, and Whitney, the actor/singer - and they agreed to work on it together. They
rehearsed with renowned Toronto pianist, Norm Amadio, who would accompany them in the studio recording.
Then, in June 2001, pianist Norm, singers Quenby and Whitney, and composer-lyricist-producer Alex gathered in
a Toronto sound studio for the recording session. The song wasn't about silent nights or reindeer or even Santa
Claus.
“It's a song about the night nobody writes songs about,” my dad told us. “It's simply titled, 'It's Christmas Eve.'”
Often, this time of year, we pause and ponder things. Amid all the commercialism, rushing around and hype, we
wonder if any of us gets the point. How can we learn to forgive, be charitable and do better? Do we believe or
don't we believe? Are we able to connect as human beings with each other, or as Charles Dickens wrote in A
Christmas Carol, when “men and women seem by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of
people … as if they really were fellow-travellers to the grave and not another race of creatures bound on other
journeys.” We wonder, is Christmas relevant?
Well, I don't happen to be a believer in the religious symbols of Christmas. But I do believe in giving. I do try to
care about others. As for Christmas relevance, I guess I believe in those traditions we learn from our parents and
attempt to preserve. On the weekend, we trekked into the woods, felled an evergreen and brought it home for
decorating. Leading up to Christmas, we watch movie favourites, such as “It's a Wonderful Life.” We enjoy those
once-a-year eggnogs. And we have one of our daughters put the last decoration - a hand-made paper angel created by one of them in grade school in the 1980s - atop this year's tree. One of our annual rituals happens on
Christmas Eve. We tune in to CBC Radio One at 6:30 p.m. and hear a recording of the late CBC announcer Alan
Maitland, reading from “The Shepherd.”
“While waiting for control tower to clear me for takeoff,” Maitland begins reading, “I glanced out through the
cockpit canopy at the German countryside, white and crisp beneath a December moon…”
The novella, written in 1975 by Frederick Forsyth, depicts a British jet pilot about to fly home during the Cold
War era from a German air force base to Britain to be with his family on Christmas Eve. En route, the pilot discovers the jet has suffered a complete electrical failure - all his communication gear dead - and worse, that all of the
British landscape ahead is enshrouded in fog. He can fly on, but is virtually lost and blind. Eventually, his desperate signals for help, via recognizable airplane-in-distress flight patterns in the sky above the fog, attract a Second
World War vintage Mosquito aircraft to serve as a “shepherd” to bring him through the fog to a derelict air base
in England. Safely down, the jet pilot attempts to find the Mosquito pilot who saved him. The results of his search
are both perplexing and chilling. But as often as our family listens to this Christmas classic - every year since its
first broadcast on CBC in 1979 - we never tire of its tension, the dénouement or the final words of Johnny
Kavanagh's wartime RAF batman.
“Good night, sir,” says old Joe. “Happy Christmas.”
Last Friday, as friends and co-workers rushed into the final weekend before Christmas - planning their last-minute
shopping, organizing their party schedules and checking their gift lists twice - I took the night off. It had been a
grueling week at the college where I teach. I wanted to get into the seasonal spirit by enjoying a jazz night, featuring pianist Bernie Senensky, bassist Gord Mowat and our daughter Whitney Ross-Barris. As the last set, full of
Christmas favourites, came to a close, Whit paused and looked my way and said, “This one's for my dad.”
She sang her grandfather's song, “It's Christmas Eve.” Thanks to my dad's one-time dilemma and our daughters' obliging all those years ago, I got into the spirit of the season again this year. Yes, for me, Christmastime
remains relevant and rich with family moments such as these.
To you and yours, the best of the season.

The Smile you’ve always wanted!
Attaining the smile you have always
wanted is possible with advances in
cosmetic dentistry. Even a subtle
change in your smile can take years
off your appearance and helps you
to project an image of selfconfidence.

Book an appointment today
for a consultation.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Is Christmas still relevant?
by Roger Varley
That was the question posed to me
by my editor, Lisha. Regular readers
of my column might think they
know what my answer will be, but
I'll surprise them.
My answer is "Yes". Christmas, as
such, is relevant in today's world
simply by its underlying message of

peace, hope and goodwill. If ever
this world needed peace, hope and
goodwill, it is now.
But I think Lisha asked the wrong
question. A more pertinent question
would be: "Is the way we celebrate
Christmas still relevant?" And there
my answer would be a resounding
"No!"
People of my age are often given to

remembering how things used to
be, how things were better in the
"old days". Maybe they were, maybe
they weren't: it's all in one's own
perspective. But when it comes to
the way Christmas is celebrated, I'm
inclined to believe that we have
almost lost sight of the peace and
goodwill bit. Oh, you might see it
written in the occasional Christmas
card or in a couple of carols, but you
don't see a lot of peace and goodwill
when you are battling thousands of
other shoppers in the malls, fighting
for parking spots, fighting to get
served before anyone else, racing to
beat red lights in heavy traffic. In
short, "me first."
When I was young, I would go
carol singing with friends to try and
earn money to buy gifts. My sister
and I would walk blocks and blocks
just to save a penny or two on buses
and trams that could be added to
the money we had for presents.
When we went to bed on Christmas
Eve, our house was as it always was.
When we awoke in the morning,
there was a decorated tree in the
parlour, the room was festooned
with paper garlands and our stockings (actually, pillow cases) hung at
the bottom of the bed stuffed with
goodies like books, oranges (after
the war), small toys and puzzles.
Two days later, it was over. We had
spent time with family, enjoyed the
Christmas dinner, been out with
friends playing with our new toys or
soccer boots and then it was back to
normal.
Now, I realize that our parents still
had to do all their shopping in
advance, but we were not inundated
with Christmas songs and huge
Christmas displays in the stores for
two months prior to the big day.
About the only pre-Christmas Day
ritual I remember
was being taken to
see
Father
Christmas in the

city of Birmingham's largest department store. He sat in a magical grotto, out of sight of shoppers and
store counters. On the way home,
we would always buy a small brown
paper bag filled with roasted chestnuts. And the presents we bought
and received were relatively small
and inexpensive. I still remember
the first Christmas present I bought
for my sister: a clockwork toy which
had Cinderella and the Prince from
the brand new Disney animated
movie waltzing around the floor.
Somewhere over the intervening
years, we have seen Christmas displays take over stores even before
Halloween is finished. Radio stations go to 24-hour playing of
Christmas music at least a month
ahead of Dec. 25. And - perhaps the
greatest bane of the modern era the advertising geniuses have discovered how to convince us that a new
car, a trip to a tropical resort, a 50inch television or a less-than-pintsized bottle of perfume for $150 are
the ideal gifts to buy for our loved
ones. It's not just our loved ones,
however. We've been convinced that
we have to buy gifts for friends,
teachers, distant relatives we haven't
seen in years, office co-workers, gift
exchange parties and on and on. In
short, we have been sold the idea
that Christmas is all about the gifts.
We feel guilty if we have neglected
to buy something for this person or
that person or if we think we
haven't spent enough money on a
particular gift.
Two commercials currently running on television attest to this. A
large chain of electronic stores has a
simple slogan on its ad: "I Want
That!" A large department store
chain uses the slogan (over and over
and over), "What Did You Get?"
I suppose one cannot blame retailers and manufacturers for trying
hard to generate as much business as
possible. It helps the economy and

creates jobs. Of course, the majority
of jobs it creates for Canadians are
low-paying sales positions, with
most of the stuff we buy manufactured in Asia, but that's another
issue. The problem is that
Christians - the ones who, supposedly, celebrate Christmas - have
allowed commercial interests to
hijack their second most religious
festival, just as they have hi-jacked
Easter with bunnies and chocolate
eggs. Not only have they allowed
this hi-jacking, they have become
fully complicit in it. For the most
part, their Christmas trees are half
hidden by stacks of presents, while
candies, nuts and cookies fill dishes
scattered around the living and dining rooms, there's probably a countertop or cupboard with a supply of
beer, wines and spirits, sparkly tinsel
and lights twinkle all over the place
and at the end of Christmas Day,
there are garbage bags full of nothing but torn, discarded wrapping
paper, ribbons and bows. Children,
especially, seem to be overwhelmed
by the number of gifts they receive,
to the point where toys get lost or
stepped on, break down, fail to
work and eventually the tears begin.
And often, the joviality and conviviality of gatherings of family and
friends seems to become almost
forced. Try sitting quietly aside from
it all and you are called a
"Humbug", because, as everybody
knows, you have to have a Merry
Christmas.
But not much attention is paid to
the peace, hope and goodwill message. There are, of course, the
Christmas carols, but they are vastly
outnumbered by songs about reindeer, snowmen, Christmas trees,
weather, Santa Claus and so on. I
would hazard a guess that churches
are not filled with worshippers at
this time of year. I will go further
and suggest that the religious aspect
of Christmas probably occupies less
than 10 per cent of
our thoughts.
It's all about the
gifts and having a
good time, forgetting
that in the original
story, the babe in the
manger received only
three small gifts and
it wasn't a particularly good time for
non-Romans. In the
original story, it was
all about family,
hope for the future,
peace and goodwill.
That is the relevance
of Christmas. It's
way past time for
Christians to return
to that message. The
current two-monthlong Christmas orgy
of overindulgence is
not only as far from
the original message
as it is possible to
get, it is indecent in
the face of the
hunger, injustice and
suffering in the
world that Christians
are supposed to be
concerned about.
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Turning her silver into Gold
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sarah Pollard is taking her silver
flute and turning it into gold - she
is the recipient of the Royal
Conservatory of Music’s 2014 Gold
Medal for Grade 9 Flute in
Ontario. This means that she
achieved the highest mark in the
province at the Grade 9 level. This
is remarkable in itself, but goes one
step further. She also received the
RCM 2014 Gold Medal for Grade
9 Piano.
“I was so excited, and really surprised. I found out about the award
for my piano exam first, and then
when I found out that I will be
receiving the same award for my
flute exam, I didn’t believe it! I
thought that they had made a mistake!”
Sarah, 19, got the first call from
her piano teacher, Sharon Williams
of Sunderland, telling her that she
had received an email announcing
Sarah as the Grade 9 Gold Medal
recipient (with a mark of 93 per
cent). Half an hour later, while still
riding the wave of happiness from
the first call, her flute teacher called
to tell her that she, too, had
received an email announcing Sarah
as the Gold Medalist for Grade 9
Flute (with a mark of 90 per cent).
“I was sure they had sent the same
email twice and gotten it wrong
somehow!” said Sarah’s mother,

Susan Gallé-Pollard.
Sarah is currently enrolled in the
Music in Performance program at
at the University of Toronto. Along
with a rigourous study and practice
routine, she attends many masterclasses. Most notable was one given
by world renowned flautist Sir
James Galway. She is a member of
the Toronto Youth Orchestra, the
University of Toronto Wind
Ensemble, and, when home, the
Uxbridge Community Concert
Band. She was first in the province
earlier this year, as well, when she
placed first in her class for flute
with the Ontario Music Festival
Association. When not in school,
Sarah also teaches both flute and
piano to younger students.
She credits her
success current
flute instructor
Peg Albrecht ( U
of T), former
instructor Lesley
Joosten
of
Uxbridge, and
piano
teacher
Sharon Williams.
The RCM will
present Sarah’s
two Gold Medals
to her at a special
ceremony
in
February, 2015.
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Sarah Pollard holds her Gold Medal-winning flute.
The young musician also earned the top mark in
piano.
Submitted photo

The Uxbridge

COSMOS

What's inside:
Spring & Summer
programs and lessons

2015
Township of Uxbridge
Spring and Summer

Community Guide

The popular Summer
Camps Guide insert
Community events
and information

For advertising options, sizes and prices
call 905.852.1900
or email the cosmos@powergate.ca

Community groups,
halls and organizations

Guide to be distributed February 26th

And more!

Cosmos
Print Services

8

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Wed., Dec. 24, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Durham Forest. This is an 11+ km fast
pace, 2+ hr., hike or snowshoe with
hills. Meet at Durham Forest parking
area on the east side of Conc. 7, 1 km
south of Durham 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Wed., Dec. 24: Christmas Eve at
Trinity United Church. 4:30 p.m. Children's program followed by Potluck
Dinner. Open to everyone. 7 p.m.
Family Service. 10 p.m. Candlelight
Service. A beautiful evening. Everyone
is welcome.
Wed., Dec. 24: Goodwood
United Church Candle Light
Service and Carol Sing. 7 p.m. For
more
information
go
to
http://www.goodwoodunitedchurch.c
om/ or call Rev. Elaine Lush at 905
640 1781. Located at Concession 3
(Front St) and Goodwood Rd. in
Goodwood.
Thurs., Dec. 25: Community
Christmas Day Dinner, 12 noon.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Center. Free. Open
to anyone and everyone. If necessary
rides can be provided. If you wish to
attend, please call 905-852-7016. If
you decide at the last minute to come,

please feel free to join us.
Sat.,
Dec.
27:
Audubon's
Christmas Bird Count Uxbridge Watch your feeder and record your
birds of the day or count on your property. Experts join teams and cover roadsides and watersheds in Uxbridge and
east to Port Perry. To sign up contact
Derek at NorthDurhamNature@powergate.ca or 905-852-5432
Sat., Dec. 27, 7 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace loop hike with some hills. Meet at
trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Dec. 30: Audubon's
Christmas Bird Count Beaverton
/ Brock - as above contact John
McLean jmclean@powergate.ca or
905-862-3435
Wed., Dec. 31, 8:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods. 2 hr., 10 km fast pace
and hilly hike or snowshoe. No dogs
please. Meet at parking area on the
east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham 21 at Albright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Wed., Dec. 31: New Year's Eve

Dance, Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 75
Marietta Street 8 p.m. - 12:30 a.m.
$12.50 per person. Light lunch. No
alcohol
Fri., Jan. 2, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods/Durham Forest Skyloft.
Moderate pace; 2.5hrs, loop hike with
hills and challenging terrain. Icers or
snowshoes likely necessary. Join us for
lunch afterwards. Meet at parking area
on west side of Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Brian &
Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Sat., Jan. 3, 7 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate pace
hike. Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at parking area on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sun., Jan. 4: Music Fest at
Reachview Village, Uxbridge.
10-11 a.m. An excellent venue for anyone to gain experience performing - be
it singing, dance, story-telling or playing an instrument. All welcome. For
more info please contact jo at 905-8526487.

UPCOMING
Mon. Jan. 5, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Secord/Goodwood/Glasgow. 2.5 hr.,
slow to moderate pace hike. Well-mannered dogs welcome. Join us for lunch
afterwards. Meet at Secord Parking Lot,
2 km south of Goodwood Rd on Conc.
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3 and east on Secord Rd. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853 2407
Mon., Jan. 5, 7 p.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Durham
Forest. 8 km, 2.5 hr. moderate pace
Full Moon hike. Dress for conditions.
Meet at the Durham Forest parking
area on the east side of Conc. 7, 1 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Chris
Johnston 905 852 2937 (hike day
only)
Wed., Jan. 7, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Glen Major. 9+ km; Moderate; 2_ hr.
hike. Icers or snowshoes required.
Meet at parking lot off Conc. 7, 6 km
south of Durham 21, or 1 km north of
Uxbridge/Pickering town line or Conc.
5 Pickering on Sideline 4. Contact:
Kevin Lowe 416 655 2256
Sun., Jan. 11: A Pilgrimage in
Spain-Walking the Camino de
Santiago, presentation by Rev. Diane
Bennett-Jones. Sandford United Church,
1 p.m.
Thurs., Jan. 15: Hairspray,
OnStage Uxbridge’s kick-off to the new
year! Uxbridge Music Hall, through to
January 24. See ad on pages 8-9 for
details. Tickets $20, available at Little
Acorn, 905-862-3524 or online at
onstageuxbridge.com
Sat., Jan. 24: Robert Burns
Supper. Hosted by the Uxbridge
Legion Pipes and Drums, at the
Uxbridge Legion, Branch 170 (109
Franklin St. 905-852-5293). A fine
meal of roast beef, haggis and all the

2014

trimmings awaits as the life and works
of the poet Robert Burns is celebrated.
Featuring the Address to the Haggis,
toasts, Selkirk Grace, plus Highland
dancers, the Luke Family band, and the
Uxbridge pipe band. Tickets $45 per
person. Available at the Legion.

ONGOING
Fantasy of Lights: Elgin Park. 6 9:30 p.m. nightly through to December
31. Walk or drive through. Free admissions, donations gratefully accepted at
the gate; all proceeds go towards youth
orgaizations in Uxbridge. Hosted by
the Uxbridge Optimist Club.
Shuffleboard,
Mondays
&
Wednesdays, Uxbridge Seniors Centre,
9 a.m. $2. All welcome!
“Chances Are” Hospital Auxiliary
Store on Bascom St. accepting good
winter clothing. Proceeds to Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital
The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. Donations
always appreciated, can be dropped
at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m.noon. Tax receipts issued for financial
donations.
COMING UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organization that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

No January blahs for theatre scene in Uxbridge
Once the hustle and bustle of the
holiday season is over and we head

into 2015, don’t think that there
will be a shortage of things to do

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE STAFF AT THE MEAT MERCHANT!
•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

905-852-9892

www.themeatmerchant.ca

and see in Uxbridge.
The Uxbridge Secondary School
Dramatic Arts Department will be
putting on a production of Pride
and Prejudice. The famous novel
by Jane Austen has been adapted
for the stage by American director/actor/writer Jon Jory.
Selling over 20 million copies
since it was first published in
1813, Jane Austen's Pride and
Prejudice is one of the most
famous and beloved novels in
English literature. Its popularity

and Darcy to look beyond his
pride and her prejudice, and to
make the best match of all?
Filled with brilliant wordplay,
laughter, dance and gorgeous costumes, U.S.S’s production of Pride
and Prejudice promises to be a
delightful theatrical experience
that will appeal to all.
Come out to support the dedicated students of Uxbridge
Secondary School and experience
the magic of Jane Austen's world.
Shows are January 13, 14, 15, 16
and 17, 2015. Doors open at 6:30
p.m., curtain at 7:00 p.m. Tickets
are $10.00 and will be available at
the door.
Another popular show will be
hitting the Uxbridge Music Hall
stage in January. OnStage
Uxbridge presents Hairspray.
Based on a 1988 film by John
ARE
YOU PREPARED
THE Waters, Hairspray was made
REE
OURTESYFOR AR
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING? uber-popular by the 2007 movPPOINTMENT
ing starring John Travolta, this
WeBY
are ready
to assist you.
crazy-fun musical is nothing
but smiles from start to finish.
Specializing in
Set in 1960s Baltimore, the
Volkswagen
fashions are fabulous and the
Audi
hair is big! Dance-loving teen
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Tracy Turnblad gets herself a
Porsche
spot on “The Corny Collins
European & Asian
Show”, and Baltimore is never
Rick Callaghan
the same.
Hairspray opens at the
UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
Uxbridge
Music Hall on
UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
UÊ"ÊiÊ }ÊÃ
January 15, and runs through
Available
to January 24. For full details,
see ad on page 6.
138 Sandiford Dr.,
resulted in the demand of audiences for a dramatization of the
novel, which Jory has supplied. All
of the wit and romance of Jane
Austen's classic novel come to life
in this refreshingly fast-paced and
engaging new adaptation. Finding
a husband is hardly Elizabeth
Bennet's most urgent priority. But
with four sisters, an overzealous
match-making mother, and a
string of unsuitable suitors, it's
difficult to escape the subject.
When the independent-minded
Elizabeth meets the handsome but
enigmatic Mr. Darcy, she is determined not to let her feelings triumph over her own good sense but the truth turns out to be slipperier than it seems. In a society
where subtle snubs and deceit proliferate, is it possible for Elizabeth

F

C
A

C

Unit 5, Stouffville
905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)

www.410auto.ca
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Relevance lies in celebration
by Amy Hurlburt
Without question, Christmas is
a time of nostalgia. You don't
need Ebenezer Scrooge's three
ghosts to dwell on what was,
what will be, or to ponder the
days to come.
In my opinion, Christmas is
still a time when we focus on
what matters most to us, and
when our truest priorities
shine…we just might not be as
proud of those priorities anymore. And, while we may not
think of present-day Christmas
on a societal scale as being overtly religious, that's because or
society worships different
things. We seek wisdom from a
$19.99 self-help book. We kneel
at the altar of success. Our saviours are our credit cards. To be
frank, the trade-off left us
downgraded significantly.

I don't blame anyone who's
feeling a little burned-out on the
holiday spirit. We're all marinating in a materialistic culture
that's soaked through to the
things we hold most dear and
tainted them beyond recognition. We now have Santa
Clause's endorsement on highend car commercials, we have
reindeer selling furniture, and
our warm, fuzzy sentiments are
being manipulated to sell us coffee. It's no wonder we've gotten
cynical. It's all too easy to get
lost in consumerism, petty
grievances, the letdown of our
high expectations and disillusionment. Somewhere along the
line, we've sacrificed being present for presents, what matters
for materialism, and our love for
each other for competing for the
most impressive holiday parties.
But let's not forget, this season

has evolved before. From the
Norse celebration of Yule to the
winter solstice to the birth of
Christ: the tradition of celebrating light, hope, and gratitude
for what we have has been
adapted by many over time to
reflect the beliefs of the people,
their priorities, and they've
changed it to celebrate what
really mattered.
It sounds wishy-washy, perhaps, but consider this: in 1914,
during World War 2, there is the
well-known account of the
Christmas Day truce that was
ostensibly started by the
German troops, and carried out
by both sides, who had been in
the trenches and experiencing
every sort of misery. Just think
about that: Christmas stopped a
war, if only temporarily…
according to many accounts,
both sides were goaded on later

rifice; of that vulnerability.
Everyone's story is a little different: maybe it's a reminder of
how much you really DO love
your family. Maybe it's a
reminder that the love you have
is more valuable than the stuff
you buy. Maybe it's a reminder
that even if people aren't celebrating the same holiday as you
this season, you can still find
common ground in your celebration.
You know your story, I don't.
But I DO know that if two
armies can rise from the trenches to come together for
Christmas, to recognize a shared
happiness…we can too.
Christmas can be as powerful, as
relevant, and as magical as it has
ever been: it all depends on what
you're celebrating.

by the officers in charge. War
and materialism may not be the
same thing, but they can both
cause people to lose sight of
what it is they're really living for.
In the “spirit of Christmas”,
soldiers embittered in a war put
down their weapons, joined in
unity, and sang songs and played
games. For many, the next day
was back to a gruesome reality,
but in that moment, they found
something to be together for.
You see, I'm pretty sure it's not
the magic of the season that's
lost…it's us. And maybe, to feel
that magic again, we need a
reminder of what we love and
value most.
Personally, I needed to go back
to the story of God sacrificing
power for weakness; choosing to
be weak to show love to people
who would never understand or
appreciate the depth of that sac-

The relevance of Christ
by Vince Winder
An old lady, at her fruit stand on
a city street, was reading a book as
she waited on customers. One
man came along and asked,
“What book are you reading?”
“The Word of God,” she
answered. “The Word of God?
Who told you that?” “God told
me himself,”
the woman
answered. “How did he do that?”
the man persisted. A little frustrated she changed the subject.
“Mister, can you prove to me that
there is a sun shining?” she asked.
“Prove it!” he exclaimed. “It
proves itself. It warms me, and I
see it's light.” The woman smiled,
“Just so, you are right. God tells
me this book is His Word. I read
it; it warms me and gives me
light.”
It has been said that if man
could live by power alone, the
hydrogen bomb would save the
world. If we could live by bread
alone, the productive fields of the
Western Hemisphere would be
our salvation. If money were all,
the mounds of gold stacked at
Fort Knox would be sufficient.
But man does not live by power,
bread or gold alone. Our
resources for living must meet
spiritual needs - light in darkness, hope in despair, direction
in times of confusion, faith in
days of doubt. Such needs are
met by Jesus Christ, the Light
of the world. At Christmas we
celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ, the most important

birth in all of history. Imagine,
God, the creator of the universe,
coming to live as a man. Born in
one of the darkest hours of history for the Jewish people, the birth
of Jesus Christ brought light and
hope into the world over 2000
years ago. So today he brings light
and hope into our world, as we
grope in the darkness and despair
of economic crisis, unemployment, broken families, disease,
starvation, senseless killings, terrorism, disease and death.
Wise men of old came to worship the Christ child; so wise
men today also worship Jesus
Christ.
“The people who walk in darkness will see a great light: for
those who live in a land of deep
darkness, a light will shine.”
(Isaiah 9:2, NLT)
Jesus himself, speaking of this
light said: “I am the light of the
world. If you follow me you
won’t have to walk in darkness,
because you will have the light
that leads to life.” (John 8:12,
NLT)
To know Jesus, the “Light of the

world, the light that leads to life,”
requires having a personal relationship with him. I first experienced that as a 19-year old.
Growing up in a Christian home
and going to church all my life I
thought it was just about living a
good life, following the Ten
Commandments, etc. But I kept
messing up. While attending a
large meeting at that time, it felt
like the speaker was talking to
me. He talked about things not
being right in your life and how
you could set them right. He
helped me come to realize it was
impossible to live life in a way
that was good enough for God,
who requires perfection. But God
loved me so much that he was
willing to come to earth as Jesus
Christ, live a perfect life, and then
suffer and die for my sins so I
could receive his forgiveness. It
was a matter of realizing I couldn't do it on my own, believing
that Jesus died for my sins, and
surrendering my life to him.
That night I decided to turn
from living life my way and
allow God into my life to run it

Christmas Special

Christmas

10% off

Starter
Special

all strings, stocking
stuffers & select
instruments

THE
UXBRIDGE
BRUINS

Intro Lesson

$

20

The Guitar Workshop
905-852-4259
guitarshop.brown@gmail.com

his way. That changed my life and
was the beginning of a life, still
far from perfect but forgiven,
having purpose and hope.
This Christmas we pray that you
may experience the “Light of the
World” in your life so that you
may know God's
love for you personally and all
the fullness of
what he intends
for your life. Very
best wishes for a
b l e s s e d
Christmas and
Happy New Year,
f
r
o
m
Augusta
and
Vince.

December 30

7:45 p.m.

UXBRIDGE ARENA against Little Britain

December Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 4pm - 8pm

Uxbridge, behind Remax
Saturday 10am - 2pm
Prices in effect until December 24/14 or by appointment

For details go to www.uxbridgebruins.ca
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
Tree Service
Since 1974

From our
family to yours,
Wishing you
a Happy
Holiday Season

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted
Pine Furniture
We’re your
#1 Investment!

MADE IN UXBRIDGE

DOOR SERVICE INC.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

RON BROWN AUTO

905-852-7129

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Garage Doors & Openers
170 Main Street North

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

• Bucket Truck & Crane,
Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

905-852-2275 www.gilldercroft.com
9269 Conc. 3, Uxbridge

Garage Doors

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

905-852-5981

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Bill’s
Handyman Services
WSIB Registered
•
•
•
•
•
•

Painting • Fence Repairs
Flooring • Sheds
Caulking • Small Tree
Windows Removal
Doors
Roof Repairs

cell: 416-317-8314
email: bill.handyman111@gmail.com

905-852-9369

Classified
Give me a call - No job too small

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or
credit card. Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online links.

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

FACTORY
TILE OUTLET
Porcelain, Ceramic,
Marble, Backsplashes,
Floors & Walls

Kitchen
Backsplash Tile
Sale
from $4.99 / sq. ft.

Services

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

“The people walking in darkness
have seen a great
light...”
Isaiah 9:2

(glass tile)

UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Lansing Upholstery
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1940
Specializing in Antique Restoring & Recovery
Free Pick-up and Delivery
416-221-9044

905-649-3884

• Custom
Upholstery
• Recovering
• Rebuilding
• Repairing
• Fabric Samples

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

QUALITY RENOVATIONS Home
Improvements, Renovations and Repairs,
Fireplace
Facelifts,
Professional
Handyman Services. Now booking
Custom Decks, Pergolas, Cabanas, Sheds
and other Yard Structures for the 2015
season...call Steve at Northwood Home
Services...905-852-1750 12/24
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality repair and sales from a
local, experienced professional. Call 416629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com 12/24
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no
crates or kennels, reasonable rates.
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454 12/24
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. Give
yourself the best present ever - a safe
and stable house. James Buren, BA RHI
416-567-4282 12/24
BABYSITTER: Grade 10 student, reliable... responsible...resourceful. CPR certified. Call Cheyenne 905.852.4275
12/31
MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR
MONEY: Do you and your spouse need
someone to help you get on the same
page around your finances? We help you
achieve your goals…without selling you
anything.
TheMoneyCounsellor.com
905.442.8801 12/31
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge.
905-852-7281 04/20

HOME-WATCH House Sitting
Services:
Dog
walking/Cat
sitting/Home visits. Now in our 10th
year! Heather Stewart, 905-852-8525.
Email
hstewart@home-watch.ca
www.home-watch.ca 12/24

Wanted
BARN HELP, south Uxbridge, a few
mornings per week, good remuneration.
Call Fulton 905-852-5458 12/24

For Sale
GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR
DAD! Craftsman 16” Scroll Saw with
steel-framed table. Never used. $100.
905-852-1265 12/31
‘86 CHRYSLER LE BARON SEDAN:
Mitsubishi engine, 5-speed manual transmission, great on open road, needs new
home. 416-964-3642 12/24
SNOWBLOWERS: 3 reconditioned: 2 6HP 24; 1 - 6HP 21 single stage, Call
905-640-0436 12/31
DOUBLE WALL 6” STOVEPIPE, 4
sections, $35. 24” steel culvert, 22’,
$100. Firewood (standing trees) $100
per cord. 905-473-9972 12/31
SNOW TIRES & RIMS: 205 x 55R x
16. $200. 905-862-3314 12/31
PEARL DRUM KIT: Perfect for student.
Snare, 3 toms, kick. Solar hi-hats,
crash/ride, Sabian B8 crash, ride. $350.
416-574-1022 12/24
2014 RV, price reduced. Hay, storied

inside. 905-852-7634 12/24
BAND INSTRUMENTS: Retired USS
Music Director selling personal instruments. Brass, woodwind, etc. Best offer
will be accepted. 705-228-8108 12/24
HUGE HOUSEHOLD/STORE CONTENT CLOSING SALE: Kairen’s Kraft
Korner Christmas closing store-wide sale.
Furniture, dishes, knick knacks, décor,
clothing, boots, blankets, collectibles,
garden items, tree roots, hoses, horse
tack (supplies, blankets, etc.) Craft supplies, many with the tags still on! Open
every day, 11700 Conc. 3, Zephyr
(beside Highfield’s Country Inn & Spa)
905-960-9186. If gate is open, drive on
up. 12/24

For Rent
FULL HOUSE for rent, located in Barton
Farms. 3 bdrm., 2 1/2 baths. Fenced
yard, very well maintained. $1,700 plus
utilities, avail. immediately. 905-8521919 or 416-209-5946 12/24
HORSE ACREAGE, fenced new.
24’x12’ shelter, private, scenic. 905852-7634 12/24
PARKING FOR FARM RELATED
VEHICLES. 905-852-7634 12/24
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Hope Through Hockey Team heads north
Sumitted by Don Simmonds
The Hope Through Hockey Team
has been overwhelmed by the generosity of the people of the
Uxbridge area and surrounding
communities.
When word went out that the team
was returning again this year to the
First Nation community of
Weagamow, Ontario (OjiCree for
Round Lake) to conduct skating
and hockey clinics, an incredible
outpouring of generosity and support resulted in nine full skids of
excellent hockey gear being shipped
by truck to Pickle Lake (the closest
community to Weagamow accessible by road). The team learned last
year that if the weather is just cold
enough in December an “ice road”
across Round Lake can be used to
retrieve the equipment, enabling a
lot more equipment to be sent at a
much lower cost.
“We have word that the ice road
will be operative,” says Courtney
Lawson, manager of the Uxbridge
Secondary School Tigers. “We are so
excited to have sent equipment that
not only can outfit the children who
did not get equipment last year, but
also to create a spare equipment
inventory for an exchange program
when children outgrow their equipment.” Courtney has been the key
contact for the equipment collection and sorting effort.
The shipment left on Friday
December 12, and included: 160
pairs of skates, 120 shoulder pads,
139 sticks, 131 helmets, 104 pairs
of gloves over 300 sweaters, over
300 pairs of socks, over 100 pants,
over 130 pairs of shin pads, over
100 elbow pads, and hundreds of
other pieces of tape, pucks, and
equipment.
This year, in addition to the on-ice
learn to skate and learn to play programs, the team will hold concurrent sessions for the children and

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,
905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of
our photo, will receive a prize - this week, it’s two tickets to an Uxbridge Bruins Home Game. Last week’s
photo has still not been guessed. Hint: You need to
Mill-k this one for all it’s worth!

their parents called “The Healthy
Hockey Player”, which focuses on
nutrition and confidence building,
along with showing some fun hockey movies. An evening coaches and
trainers clinic will also be held.
Thanks to many, but especially to
the Mississauga First Nation on
Scugog Island; Wayne Gunn and
the arena skate shop; Uxbridge
Canadian Tire; Baldwin Sales;
UYH; USH; and a special thank
you to Uxbridge Baptist Church,
the organization handling the team
administration and donations. The
team departs December 27 and
returns January 3.
“We leave knowing the support
and love of a whole community that
we will convey to our First Nation
friends in Weagamow!”

The flyer found in this week’s Cosmos will be honoured at the
Uxbridge location only from Dec. 27 - Jan. 8, 2015.

For your convenience, Pharmasave Uxbridge will be open
on Dec. 25 from 12-3 p.m. for emergency services.

Twins

NAILS & SPA
905-852-9009
Lesley James and Laurie Macdonald pose with the
new goalie equipment given to Hope Through
Hockey by James-Campbell Insurance Brokers
and the Insurance Brokers Association of Ontario.

HANLEY,
Barbara
Barbara passed away peacefully on
December 14, 2014 in her 101st
year. Beloved mother to Jill and
Chris (Rosanne). Little Gram to Ali
and Tom. She will be missed by all
her family and friends. Special thanks
to the staff at Lakeview Manor, Beaverton
for their exceptional love and care.

•
•
•
•
•

NAIL CARE
WAXING
MASSAGES
SKIN CARE
REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday
Closed
307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

Free
Mani+Pedi

($35*)

with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of the following services
• Pedicure & Manicure
• Foot Reflexology
Massage
%
• Basic facial
All Services
(45min)
Gift certificates included
• Bio Gel Refill
Please present this ad.
Valid Dec. 4/14 - Jan. 5/15
• French Polish
Gel Manicure

10 off

www.twinsnails.ca

Per her wishes there will be no funeral service. In lieu of flowers
please perform a random act of kindness. Funeral arrangements
entrusted to the Low & Low Funeral Home, Uxbridge
(23 Main Street South, (905) 852-3073).
For online condolences, please visit
www.lowandlow.ca.

The Cosmos is Uxbridge owned and operated. We cover
all four corners of Uxbridge Township with news and
events. We like to shop local - so should you!
Our rates are very competitive. Our paper and printing are
a better quality, which means your ad looks great.
We're delivered by Canada Post to residences and
businesses throughout the township.
Our editorial-to-advertising ratio is much higher than the
competition. That means your ad gets noticed.
We feature only local content. Local content means we're
better read. Better read means your ad gets seen.
Our website offers additional exposure, as well as direct
links to your business - even in the classifieds!
Creative graphic design. Give us a try!

When planning your
advertising for the 2014/15
fall and winter season,
consider...

38 Toronto Street North, Unit 1, Uxbridge
Tel: 905.852.1900 Cell: 647.220.9173
Email: thecosmos@powergate.ca

The Uxbridge Cosmos

One way of looking at it
I must be getting older because I
recently remembered clearly the
childhood rhyme “Christmas is
coming, the geese are getting fat,
please put a penny in the old
man's hat. If you don't have a
penny, a ha'penny will do, if you
don't have a ha'penny God bless
you.”
This from 45 years ago when I
was a nice kid, but I can't for the
life of me remember whether I
brought in the lawn mower after
cutting the grass last month. But,
long-term memory is what counts,
10 years from now I'll remember
what I did with the lawn mower
and why I was I mowing grass in
mid-November.

I don't hear that rhyme anymore,
perhaps my hearing is going. Do
kids even recite rhymes nowadays?
What's that you say, the unthinkable happened and kids are seen
but not heard? I've been lucky so
far, I don't have kids so I'm at a
distinct disadvantage in commenting on the intricate workings of
this category of humans.
It's also tough to imagine geese
getting fat, not Canada geese anyway. The next time you're held up
in traffic because of a long line of
slow moving long necks crossing
the road, just remember, it's a
deliberate attempt to enrage us
drivers. They can fly. They've
made it all the way to Europe
without a map,
air traffic control
and fuel. With
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by Jai Darshanand

calorie burning activity like that,
it's impossible to get fat. The geese
hold up traffic because there's no
roadwork construction taking
place so they stepped in to fill the
breech. I'm certain they take off at
night on their winged, clandestine
flight when nobody's watching. I
wonder if they dip their wings
when flying over Gander,
Newfoundland? I guess what's
good for the goose is not good for
Air Canada. I'd like to take a gander at Gander one of these days, I
hear it's beautiful but definitely
not in the winter.
Of course there are no more pennies much less half ones, and the
hernia I sustained from hauling a
bagful up from the basement is
now thankfully healed. Pennies
have gone the way of toy trains,
dolls,
cowboy
outfits and cap
A Division of
guns,
some
Cosmos Publishing Inc.
favorite kids' toys
when I was
young. And no, I
Call us to help with all didn't play with
aspects of your printing dolls so don't
start any rumors.
requirements.
My
all-time
favorite
toy
was a
38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1E6 projector, complete with slides,
Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173
allowing me to be
thecosmos@powergate.ca my own Netflix if

you will.
My Christmases were happy for
20 years; no snow, no cold and
there was a Santa Claus in the one
department store in existence.
That was in British Guiana,
(Guyana) where the only snow I
saw was on Christmas cards. Little
did I know that in a few years I
would have a very intimate relationship with snow and would
eventually assimilate, from the
Canadian cultural fabric, a rich
vocabulary to describe it. But in
Guyana, folks exchanged gifts, the
two radio stations played
Christmas tunes and egg nog and
rum punch flowed like the gentle
Atlantic breezes that caressed the
coastline. Even in 28 degree
Celsius weather, we could identify
with Frosty the Snowman. The
“corn cob pipe, button nose and
two eyes made of coal” was an
accurate description of some of the
village drunks roaming the neighborhood in search of festive spirits.
Yes, Frosty was believable. And
when Santa Baby came down the
chimney - a non-existent feature of
the housing landscape, and kissed
mommy, we kids all knew the
score, Eartha Kitt made it believable. When we sang 'dashing
through the snow on a one horse
open sleigh' we had absolutely no
idea that beer was involved but it

was a fun song to sing nonetheless
and we believed this was the way
of life in far off snowy countries.
At Christmas time we enjoyed
delicious apples imported from
BC and grapes, too, from somewhere. The fruit was shipped,
packed in ice and we coined the
term 'ice apples.' Unfortunately
the long ocean voyage took its toll
on the taste and texture of the
apples, a revelation that dawned
on me only when I tasted a real,
freshly
plucked-from-the-tree
apple when I arrived in Canada. It
became the new mango for me.
In the absence of geese, then, it's
up to the noble turkey to fill the
void and fatten itself or learn to fly
long distances. Do turkeys serve
any other purpose ecologically
than to give so freely of themselves, in keeping with the spirit of
the season? That noise they make
appears to seal their destiny; perhaps they were born to play the
role of Christmas dinner, although
I've heard tell of the upstart tofu
turkey (affectionately called
“tofurkey”) trying to win the starring role.
I am getting older, we all are. The
rhymes might have changed or
become extinct but one thing's
certain: we'll be walking in a winter's wonderland for some months
to come.

