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COLLAPSING CRANE - The town was buzzing Tuesday as the much-ballyhooed crane overseeing the First Leaside headquarters construction was dismantled and hauled away. Why? No one at First Leaside would say. See story page 3.
Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for February
Monday, February 6th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, February 9th
Council Education Session
1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Monday, February 13th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m. Public Planning Meeting Jaekel ZBA 2011-06
Monday, February 20th
Family Day - No Meeting
Tuesday, February 21st
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Monday, February 27th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.

VOLUNTEERS

OF

UXBRIDGE!

Volunteers Needed for:
• BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF
NORTH DURHAM, Annual Chicken
Wing and Pizza Night, Port Perry:
Saturday February 25
• BARTON FARMS ANNUAL EASTER
EGG HUNT: Sunday April 8th
• UXBRIDGE HALF MARATHON:
Sunday April 22nd
• RELAY FOR LIFE, Elgin Park: Friday
June 8th and 9th
For more information on each event or to
register as a Volunteer of Uxbridge, please
contact
Rebecca
Harman
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca 905-852-7831
or follow us on Twitter @VolunteersUX
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

WINTER ICE CONDITIONS
ELGIN POND
The Township of Uxbridge will be
testing the ice conditions at Elgin Pond
throughout the winter:
No Flags - We have not started to test
Red Flags - Ice is not safe to be on
Yellow Flags - Skate with caution
Please keep away from water inlets and outlets as ice thickness is compromised. Please
note: Flags are located at the North End of
Elgin Pond.
Stormwater Management Facilities
Please keep off of all stormwater management facilities. Water levels fluctuate at
these facilities and these facilities are not
safe for skating or other activities.

WINTER REMINDERS
OVERNIGHT PARKING
Please be advised that By-law 89-52 as
amended prohibits overnight parking from
November 1 until April 1 between the hours
of 2 am and 7 am on roadways and
Municipal lots within the Township of
Uxbridge.
SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52,
it is an offence to stop any vehicle on a
highway in such a manner as to interfere
with the movement of traffic or the clearing
of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off any highway or roadway so as to permit snow
removal equipment and vehicles to clean
the streets during the winter season.
SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states
every owner/occupant of any building or
vacant lot within the Township of Uxbridge
shall clear all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adjacent to their property within 24
hours after the accumulation of snow
and/or ice.
SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW
Please keep the Township Snowmobile ByLaw in mind while operating your motorized
snow vehicle this winter season. You are
not permitted to ride your snowmobile on
any sidewalks, park lands or any other
Township property except to cross. Any person found in contravention of this By-Law is
liable to a fine.

CALLING ALL BUSKERS,
WANDERING MINSTRELS
AND MAGICIANS!!
The Canada Day Committee is looking
for local people willing to showcase their
talent during the Canada Day Family
Celebrations this July 1st, 2012. The
hours involved are between 5:00 and
9:00 p.m.; there may be an honorarium
for the participants chosen. If you are
seriously interested in performing on
Canada Day, the Committee would like
to see a short audition. To arrange a
time for this audition please phone
Debbie Dickie at 905-852-5040.

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
WINTER PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES: FULL. Watch
for details regarding spring sessions, with pre-registration opening on March 5 at 9:30 am.
FAMILY MOVIES AT THE LIBRARY. Start time :
1:30 pm. Cost: $2.00 Sign up now or come a little early to pay at the door. Feel free to bring pillows for children wishing to sit on the floor! Water
and popcorn available too for $1.00 each.
Sun. Feb. 5 Puss in Boots
Sat. Feb. 25 Happy Feet 2
Mark the date…
and consider attending our celebration gala:

BOARD APPOINTMENT
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge
is now inviting applications from members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of Uxbridge and
wish to have their names considered for
appointment to the Uxbridge Music Hall
Board.
Any persons interested in offering their
services by accepting an appointment to
this Board are invited to submit a letter of
interest to the undersigned by Thursday,
February 23rd, 2012.
Any questions regarding this appointment may be directed to:
Uxbridge Music Hall Board
905-852-9181
c/o Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1
Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

BOOK LOVER'S BALL
AND BENEFIT
SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2012
WOODEN STICKS
COCKTAIL HOUR 6-7:00 pm &
3 COURSE DINNER to follow
LIVE BIG BAND: “HOT AIR”
DANCING and SILENT AUCTION
Tickets available at the adult desk - $95.00 each.
Only 150 tickets will be sold. Purchase yours soon
or better still reserve a table (8) for a wonderful
evening out, to share in the recognition of our 125th
anniversary, and support the continued growth of
the Uxbridge Library. Black tie optional.
**The Uxbridge Library will be closed Wed. Feb.
8 for mandatory staff health and safety training.
Sorry for any inconvenience.

PUBLIC TENDER

UXBRIDGE INDOOR WALKING TRAIL

TENDER #U12-01
TREE REMOVAL
Want to stay active during the winter months?
Walk the Indoor Trail , in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School
Monday and Wednesday evenings
November 2/11 ± April 30/12
Indoor Trail is open from 6:00 ± 8:00 p.m.
:DONQ¶7DONIRU7HHQV± 7:00 p.m.
Volunteers Needed!

Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831

Annual fee of $25 - sign up at Uxpool or at the door
No fee for children under 12
Please use the doors on the east side of the school
Bring comfortable indoor shoes for walking ± cloak room available
All welcome ± children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult
No running, walking poles or strollers

Tenders are invited for the supply of all
labour, equipment and material necessary to perform tree removal for specified
roadside trees.
Tender forms may be picked up at the
Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office at
51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario during business hours 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
Tender closing: Tuesday, February 21,
2012 at 2:00 p.m. local time.

THE TOWNSHIP
UXBRIDGE

OF

NOW CONDUCTS
CIVIL WEDDING CEREMONIES.
If you would like to use
these services,
please contact the
Clerk's Department, by visiting
51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge or by calling
905-852-9181.

Registration Fair
Feb 16 at the Arena
Set up 6:00, Open 6:30-8:00. All welcome to come out and register! All welcome to come out & set up.Contact Bev
Northeast beverlynortheast@gmail.com
or 905-640-3966.

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747

Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081

Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com
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The Voice of Business

Kung hei fat choi!
Less than two weeks ago, people
worldwide celebrated Chinese
New Year, welcoming the Year of
the Dragon. At festivals and dinners, street corners and shops,
friends wished one another kung
hei fat choi - in English, wishing
you prosperity and wealth.
The Board of Directors for
Uxbridge
Chamber
of
Commerce didn’t have Chinese
New Year or the Year of the
Dragon in mind as we planned
this year’s programming. We did
have prosperity and wealth for
all Uxbridge businesses as our
purpose, though.
For many weeks The Board has
been putting together ideas to
rejuvenate Chamber events, and

offer more opportunities for
members to thrive and prosper
because of their involvement in
the Chamber.
If you are a Chamber member
and attended the first breakfast
meeting of the year on January
31, you heard about the opportunities. Hopefully you even
took advantage of the chance to
sign up for a new promotional
activity while you were there.
If you missed the meeting, this
article will fill you in on what
you can do to make the most of
Chamber membership this year.
And, if you aren’t a member yet,
but have thought about joining,
here’s your chance to find out a
bit more about Chamber activities.
Share your skills
Don’t be afraid to show what
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column by Katharine Gebhardt
you
know.
Members of the
Chamber can write
an article for this
new Chamber of
Commerce feature,
appearing every
three weeks in the
Cosmos in 2012.
Share skills, knowledge and news that
affects business in our town – be
the voice of business this year.
Learn something new
Take
advantage
of
a
Lunch’n’Learn opportunity –
either teach one, or sign up to
attend. Either way, you’re bound
to learn something new.
Share the Chamber experience
Invite a friend to a Chamber
event by offering them a “compliments of ” card. They’ll enjoy
their first Chamber monthly
breakfast meeting for free, and
you’ll get a discount on yours.
Lead through sponsorship
When you sponsor a Chamber
breakfast or become an annual
sponsor, you position yourself
and your business as a leader in
the community, and gain the
exposure that sponsorship offers.

First Leaside crane dismantled
by Nancy Melcher
There was activity again at the
First Leaside Corporate Head
Office construction site at
Victoria Drive and Brock Street
West on Tuesday, January 31st.
At various times over the month
a few workers have been busy at
the site, tidying things up.
Trucks have been seen hauling
away concrete forms, scrap
metal, disposal bins, and one of
the office trailers. However, the
activity on the last day of the
month was not a hopeful sign.
A large mobile crane was
brought in to take apart the onsite tower crane. Workers first
took apart the sections of the
working arm (horizontal jib),
carefully lowering the pieces to
the ground. The hook, counterweight, turntable and motor
were all taken down separately,
along with the operator's cab.
Finally the sections of the vertical arm (mast) were unbolted,
lowered and loaded onto waiting
flatbed trucks.
Calls to First Leaside requesting
information about the future of

T h u r s d a y, F e b r u a r y 2 n d 2 0 1 2

the project were answered with a
terse “No comment”. A review
of the company's website also
proved fruitless. (The Corporate
Head Office building is listed

It is unsettling that the company is unwilling to talk to local
media about this project or any
other developments. We are left
to wonder, speculate and just

there in the “Canadian
Properties” section of the Real
Estate Portfolio.) However, rented cranes like this often cost
$15,000 a month. The fee for
installation and disassembly can
run up to $60,000. It's easy to
see that with money tight,
reducing unnecessary monthly
expenses makes good financial
sense.

plain guess about what will happen to the unfinished structure.
We hope it is not too long before
First Leaside is able and willing
to talk to us - to explain what
has happened and reassure us
they will be back at work soon.
That award-winning design
must be completed to highlight
our downtown core.

Get more out of meetings this
year
Participate in selecting formats
for meetings – request speakers,
request topics, and make sure
you attend the first of the new
discussion forum meetings on
February 28.
Take advantage of your benefits
plan
Remember that being a member
of the Chamber means savings –
including a health benefits package at group rates and discounts
on items like fuel. If you haven’t
been taking advantage, now’s the
time to start.
It doesn’t matter whether you are
a large company in Uxbridge, or
a small home-based business,
whether you are an employee or
an employer. Chamber membership is inexpensive and can offer

you free opportunities to grow
your wealth and prosperity in
2012 – just by being a member
and coming out to meet others.
Wondering how to get started?
Visit the Chamber website at
www.uxcc.ca, email info@uxcc,
like us on Facebook, or call us at
905-852-7683.
We look forward to seeing and
speaking with every member this
year. In the meantime, kung hei
fat choi to all in 2012, from
Uxbridge
Chamber
of
Commerce.
Katharine Gebhardt of Signpost
Communications (www.signpostcommunications.ca) is a member
of the Uxbridge Chamber of
Commerce, sits on the Board of
Directors, and runs a marketing
communications company in
Greenbank.

Pinafore sails to Lindsay
The recent OnStage Uxbridge
production of Gilbert &
Sullivan’s rollicking operetta
HMS Pinafore closed Saturday
night at the Uxbridge Music
Hall, and well more than a thousand patrons came away laughing and humming merrily over
the two-week run.

If you weren’t among them,
though, don’t despair! You still
have a chance to catch this
colourful, captivating show in
Lindsay’s Academy Theatre this
Saturday, Feb. 4, at 2 or 8 p.m.
For tickets, call the Academy
box office toll free at 1-877-8880038.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
An ominous silence
It didn’t take long for the giant crane at the old Co-op construction site to be taken
down and taken away earlier this week (see our cover photo and story on page 3, as
well as the editorial cartoon opposite). But it was long enough for a thousand rumours
to start floating around town as to the reason for its dismantling.
Newspapers aren’t big fans of rumours. They would rather get to the bottom of them
by seeking the facts from those who know them. We’re no different, so we asked our
reporter Nancy Melcher, who has covered the story about the troubles at First Leaside
(the owner of the property and importer of the crane) since it first broke, to try and
discover the truth. She sought answers from the two sources most likely to possess them
- First Leaside itself, and the company - S&S Transport International - which came to
take the crane away (which may or may not be the same company that owns the
crane). Unfortunately, she received no answers from either source. First Leaside said
“no comment” and S&S Transport just didn’t return Nancy’s calls.
So we have nothing new to tell you, nothing from the horse’s mouth to counteract any
of the rumours you might have heard. Has First Leaside declared bankruptcy? Maybe...
Has the company sold the property? Beats us. Was the property seized as a penalty for
fraudulent activity? Who knows? Well, that’s wrong, we know who knows, but they’re
not talkin’...
What we strongly suspect is that it’s going to take a few months for First Leaside to
convince the Ontario Securities Commission to lift its no-trade order, and the company
just didn’t see any point in continuing to pay the hefty monthly rent on the crane while
the construction site sat idle. Makes sense to us. But if that’s the case, how difficult
would it have been for the company to just issue a little news release telling us exactly that?
“We’re pinching the pennies right now, folks, until we get the ship in order, so we sent
the crane home, and we’ll bring it back as soon as construction is able to resume.” Good
decision, we would all agree, and it not only shows us a light at the end of the tunnel,
but demonstrates good stewardship as the company navigates its way through.
Since the no-trade ban came down, we’ve continued to express the fervent hope that
the company will come through this just fine, and continue to erect the beautiful building the whole township was so excited about. But First Leaside’s refusal to say anything
about the crane’s removal can’t help but feed a nagging doubt in our collective mind
about the future of the company, and consequently, the future of the building. As one
observer put it, is the partially-built structure going to be the largest stump ever seen?
Is Firebridge going to inherit a parking lot like it never dreamed of?
It’s one thing to withhold comment about First Leaside’s financial or legal situation,
and quite another to decline to quench the speculative flames fanned by a simple decision to take down a crane. By refusing to talk to its neighbours, the company is slowly beginning to erode the good will in Uxbridge it worked so hard to create. And it may
not be easy to re-build simply by bringing the crane back.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
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Letters to the Editor
In response to Mr. Heinz Nitschke’s letter of
January 26th concerning the removal of stop
signs in Uxbridge, I too attended the information meeting regarding the concerns of
this initiative and respected Mr. Nitschke’s
concerns re: environmental hazards due to
frequent stops. I too feel that as citizens it is
important to do what we can to make this
world a better place for the next generation.
I also believe that sometimes the issue isn't as
cut and dried as Mr. Nitschke would lead
you to believe. I live on Bolton Drive, one of
the streets that will be affected by the
removal of two stop signs.
If you live on Bolton Drive, you know that
it is a curving downhill grade road that lends
itself to excessive speed (even with the stop
signs). You will also know that it is a subdivision that has many young children that use
the sidewalks and park areas adjacent to that
street. There are also two mail box stations
within the scope of those two stop signs that
are frequently used by residents and children.
Mr. Nitschke states that stop signs should
only be used in high traffic areas and not be
used for pedestrian safety or to slow traffic. I
would agree with him if this were a perfect
world. In a perfect world we wouldn't need
stop signs because everyone would remember the rules of the road and cautiously enter
an intersection with courtesy. In a perfect
world traffic would obey the speed limit
signs and be aware of pedestrians and other
vehicles surrounding them. In a perfect
world pedestrians and children wouldn't
step out onto a road without observing the
traffic and children would not chase after
balls that erringly go out onto roads.
Unfortunately, we do not live in a perfect
world and sometimes a stop sign is a necessity to remind us of this. And yes, as Mr.
Nitschke states, radar could slow down
speeders that abuse the limits but the reality
is that the Durham police just do not have
the staff to enforce those laws. Mr. Nitschke
cites the roundabout at Durham 8 and the
6th Concession as being brilliant, and stop
signs stupid. I too supported the installation
of the roundabout as a viable option for that
intersection but is it perfect? Absolutely not!
On many occasions I have observed vehicles
stopped in the roundabout and if the traffic
is busy many times there is a line up of
stopped vehicles waiting to get into it. I
respect Mr. Nitschke's opinion; I only ask
that he look at the whole picture and place
himself in the shoes of a resident that lives
on Bolton Drive within the subdivision of
Quaker Village. Yes, some stop signs in town
could be removed but not at the expense of
the safety of our citizens. And certainly the
residents of Bolton Drive, whom this affects,

should be able to have their voice and concerns considered over those that do not live
on the street.
Lorie Winter
Bolton Drive
You can tell Lisha Cassibo (Jan. 26) I'm
allergic to cats and have been for 30+ years.
I have a cat. He is like a son and I wouldn't
have it any other way. When he expires I will
be devastated. When he was at hospital for
two days in early January, there was a big
hole in our house. As for the allergies, you
build up a tolerance for your own cat. If they
bite or scratch you will get the odd welt or
hive. They are great, funny, strange, cuddly,
stand-offish, routine-oriented companions
who don’t very often complain unless breakfast, lunch and supper are not presented on
time!
Mike Le Ber
Uxbridge
We are responding to Mr. Nitschke's letter
in your January 26th edition regarding the
Public Works Department proposal to
Council for the removal of certain stop signs
in the Town of Uxbridge.
The impetus for this proposal comes from
the environmental sub-committee, which
asserts that vehicles stopping at unnecessary
stop signs create exhaust pollution and brake
dust. While environmental concerns are
laudable, we wonder if the focus here is the
right one, given the endless idling at
Uxbridge's only Tim Horton's drive-thru
and the significant emissions from transport
trucks driving in our downtown.
Mr. Nitschke has provided his 'take' on the
public meeting about the stop sign issue.
We should point out that only a couple of
so-called opponents (in particular, concerned parents of children who have to cross
busy streets) attended this public meeting,
because there was a woeful lack of notice
given to the residents who would be affected
by this change. We are three houses away
from one of the signs that could be removed,
and we received no correspondence on this
issue. This was the case for our direct neighbours as well. When we canvassed our entire
street, the overwhelming reaction was one of
profound concern about the proposed
changes.
Two of the stop signs which may be
removed are on Bolton Street and Galloway
Crescent, and Bolton Street and Rachel Lee
Court, in Quaker Village. For those who
may not know, the first residents who moved
into this subdivision convinced Council that
these stop signs were necessary, even though

it was recognized that traffic volume on this
route would not require stop signs for that
purpose alone. But Council at the time
clearly acknowledged that it was not traffic
volume that was of concern, but the threat
posed to children and other pedestrians by
the speed of vehicles driving along Bolton.
Nothing has changed since then. The traffic volume is still lower than required for a
stop sign and cars still drive too fast, particularly when going down the (not insignificant) decline on Bolton. In fact, the police
officer who attended the public forum stated
that given the amount of pedestrian traffic at
Bolton and Galloway, she did not agree the
stop sign should be removed.
While we live in a fabulous community
with trails, lots of outdoor activities, parks,
and many dog walkers, unfortunately ours is
still very much a car culture. Sadly, Uxbridge
and area has had more than its fair share of
lost lives and injuries caused to pedestrians
and cyclists due to cars driving too fast.
Those of us who live on or near Bolton all
too frequently see cars driving over the speed
limit. Frankly, the two stop signs are the only
things slowing cars down. It is that simple:
A fast moving vehicle cannot come to a stop
in time for a cyclist, child, or dog walker.
Furthermore, there is a large curve on
Bolton as you head west up the hill to
Concession 6. So even if a walker were to
carefully look both ways (as Mr. Nitschke
rightfully states they must do, any time they
cross any street), a fast moving vehicle could
descend upon them without notice. Without
stop signs, vehicles are going to be hitting
Quaker Village Drive at a fast pace. If
Council wants to remove these stop signs, is
it prepared to go through with the expense
of putting in other traffic calming devices?
We have also had neighbours tell us that if
the signs are removed, they will no longer
feel they can let their children walk to
school. So we could end up trading emissions from the stop signs for emissions in the
school parking lot…
We hope councillors remember that they
and previous members of Council encouraged the building of subdivisions to attract
families to Uxbridge. Families have moved
here because they want to live in quiet and
safe neighbourhoods; it truly is one of the
many great blessings of our town that parents feel they can let their children walk to
school or walk the family pet. We hope
Council keeps this in mind. We care about
the environment very much as well, but in
this case safety must be paramount.
Lisa Walters,
John Anderson and family
Uxbridge
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am I wrong?

the barris beat

column by Roger Varley

column by Ted Barris

No room for xenophobic rhetoric

Maybe Chaucer was right

I seldom comment on other columnists' contributions to this newspaper. They
have their opinions and I have mine. Sometimes we agree, sometimes we don't, and it is good to have differing points of view.
But, having said that, I cannot let Harry Stemp's column of last week go unchallenged.
Mr. Stemp went on at some length to rail against multi-culturalism, as is his or anybody else's right. The
problem is, he aimed his comments at one culture alone: the Muslim community. And in doing so, in my
opinion, he showed his prejudice.
Unfortunately, he is not alone. It has become almost the accepted thing to do these days, with little or no
repercussions.
Mr. Stemp talks about the Dutch experience with Muslim immigrants and, in effect, grafts it onto the
Canadian experience. He talks about the Dutch demand that new immigrants be required to learn the Dutch
language and how the Dutch will "take a tougher approach to immigrants who ignore Dutch values or disobey Dutch law", of how "tougher measures" will be taken if they don't abandon the way they dress to
improve their chances of employment. He talks of how the Dutch will impose a ban on face coverings.
It's not a stretch to believe that Mr. Stemp would like to see the same in Canada.
If that is the case, I would ask him and you just exactly what are Canadian values? As I discovered myself
this week, I have vastly different values from some of my fellow Uxbridgians (but that's another story).
And I'm sure I would have different values from someone living in Inuvik.
For example, do our Canadian values include the acceptance of torture? Most of you would say no. But, as
the Montreal Gazette reported last month, a former director of CSIS wrote a letter in 2008 urging the government to fight an amendment to a government bill that would prohibit CSIS and the Canadian courts from
using information obtained by torture.
On the issue of dress, it is not uncommon in the big cities of this country to see women from India in offices
and stores wearing saris. That doesn't seem to hurt their chances of employment. And, to use the Dutch
example, why should a tougher approach be taken for immigrants who break the law than to Canadianborn citizens who break the law?
As for the demand that Muslim immigrants learn our language (English or French), how about the multitude of Italians and Chinese, for example, now living in Canada who speak not a word of either of the two
official languages? How come nobody talks about them? You can go to Vaughan or Agincourt and find many
such people
No one talks about Turkish or Syrian or Egyptian or Lebanese immigrants. No, it's always about Muslim
immigrants. But if we look at immigrants from Europe, we talk about Italians or Germans or French, not
Christians.
If you took the word Muslims in Mr. Stemp's column and substituted it with the word Jews or Hindus or
Christians or French or Italians or Spanish, there would be an uproar. But Muslims have become fair game.
Decades ago, it was the Irish immigrants who were vilified, then the Italians, then the Pakistanis. There's
always some group to dump on with impunity: it's just a matter of who is the favourite whipping boy of the
times.
Mr. Stemp points out that "Muslim immigrants leave their countries of birth because of civil and political
unrest created by the very nature of their culture". Is he telling us that Muslims are the only people in the
world that emigrate because they want a better economic future? Is he telling us that America was founded by Muslims from England? Is he telling us we don't have political unrest in this country?
That there is considerable strife in this world caused in great part by a conflict between Muslims and
Christians and Jews is undeniable. But you don't solve problems by telling someone their dress is unacceptable or that they cannot honour their traditions. If that were the case, there would be no beer-swilling and
lederhosen in Kitchener at Oktoberfest and there would be no dragon parades in Chinatown.
It seems to me that as long as immigrants obey the law as it applies to everyone and do their best to contribute in some way to society, it doesn't matter where they come from or what, if any, religion they choose
to practice.
Tell me, am I wrong?

When my younger sister and I were growing up, our Greek-born American
grandparents visited our home once a year. They came from the U.S. to stay during warm Canadian summer
months. While visiting, my grandfather generally tolerated anything my sister and I did or said, with a few
exceptions. We could never swear in front of him. We were never to call wrestling a “fixed” sport. And under
no circumstances were we to criticize the U.S. president – in those years Richard Nixon – or the U.S. VicePresident (of Greek origin), Spiro Agnew.
“Let sleeping dogs lie,” my mother would warn us. By that, she meant that unless we really wanted to face
my grandfather’s wrath, we should just avoid any discussion of Nixon’s near impeachment and Agnew’s resignation over tax evasion.
It occurred to me this week, as we watched the Prime Minister’s statements at the World Economic Forum in
Switzerland, that Stephen Harper probably never had a Greek grandfather in his life. After all, it was there, in
Davos, that Mr. Harper suggested Canada’s retirement benefits for seniors might not be sustainable and that
he might have to make changes to the Old Age Security (OAS) system to help reduce the deficit. And as the PM
alluded to the possibility of increasing the age when seniors become eligible for pensions or the possibility of
limiting seniors’ accessibility to their CPP, I figured there probably was no one there to offer that warning from
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Troilus and Criseyde: “It is not good, a sleeping hound to wake.”
By all interpretations of his Davos statements, the Prime Minister seems to feel that in order to keep retirement income programs afloat, he has to keep baby boomers’ hands off their pensions for at least another two
years. In other words, the Conservatives might conceivably move the age of retirement from 65 to 67 to reduce
the drain on CPP cash. Critics say that could leave seniors out of pocket by about $12,192 (which normally pays
someone 65+ about $6,000 per year). But the PM isn’t the only one sounding the cutbacks alarm. Even before
Harper returned from Switzerland, his human resources minister, Diane Finley, said Old Age Security (OAS) is
not sustainable and PC House Leader Peter Van Loan said changes would likely be phased in over the next five
to 10 years. It appears the Conservatives are eyeing retirement benefits as a way to bail out the economy. I
suggest they’re waking Chaucer’s dogs.
Need we remind the PM and his cabinet of events on Parliament Hill a quarter century ago when yet another Conservative prime minister tested these same waters. In 1985, then Prime Minister Brian Mulroney faced
a similar rising deficit and considered ending the automatic indexing of old-age pensions to the inflation rate.
He suggested out loud the he might limit the annual increases to seniors’ pensions to three per cent. He didn’t
anticipate the outrage of Canadian pensioners. Almost overnight, seniors’ groups across the country organized
their members, collected thousands of petition signatures and organized “grey power” protests on Parliament
Hill. One protestor was heard to say, “Cut our benefits and it’s ‘Good-bye, Charlie Brown.’”
History tells us that the Conservative government, fearing it would alienate a significant number of Canadian
voters and jeopardize its re-election in 1985, backed down and cancelled the plan. The Mulroney Conservatives
learned quickly, as Chantal Hébert pointed out in the Toronto Star this week, that during elections 50+ voters
turn out in greater numbers than any other age group, that (since the Mulroney years) the seniors have consistently had their voices heard, and that traditionally its older members make up a significant portion of the
Conservative Party’s membership base.
“Any party that antagonizes older Canadians,” Hébert wrote, “does so at its peril.”
One would think the Prime Minister is a better student of history than his premature comments in Davos illustrate. And even if he chooses to ignore his history, Harper would be wise not to ignore such organizations as
the Canadian Association of Retired Persons, a seniors’ lobby group with 300,000 members. Susan Eng, CARP’s
vice-president for advocacy, spoke to CBC News this week. She complained that the Conservatives’ arithmetic
doesn’t consider people.
“A lot of Canadians are very worried about their future,” she said. “They’re very unhappy that they paid into
the system through their entire working careers, and now they’re going to see an important part of their safety-net eroded.”
Even if the Prime Minister genuinely believes he can reduce the nation’s deficit by increasing the age of retirement and reducing the size of their CPP take, he would be wise to consider the ire of my Greek-born grandfather defending his president and the sport of wrestling.
He should beware those sleeping dogs, the ones with the grey hair and lots of time on their hands.

BE
BE PROUD
PROUD OF
OF
YOUR
YOUR SMILE!
SMILE!
“Your Conﬁdent Smile Is Our Goal”

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge
905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.

Port Perry
905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville
905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland
705-357-3161
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Register your
dragon boat!
Plans for the eighth annual Dragon
Flies Dragon Boat Festival are well
underway. The Festival is scheduled for Saturday June 16th, at
Palmer Park, Port Perry. To date
more than $737,000 has been
raised to promote breast cancer
awareness, to provide support programs for breast cancer survivors
and to raise funds for diagnosis and
treatment at our local medical
facilities.
Volunteers and charitable sponsors are also needed to help make
this worthwhile event a success.
Information is provided on the
website www.thedragonflies.org or
by contacting the Festival
Administrator at festival@thedragonflies.org or telephone 705-9322078. The deadline for early incentive team registration, including
priority booking for practices, is
February 29; teams are encouraged
to register as soon as possible as
spaces are limited.

CUPID’S
CORNER great
Valentine
ideas for
him & her

Valentine’s Day For the best quality
and value in Uxbridge!
Order early to avoid
disappointment!
Visit our gift shop for unique
Valentine gift ideas,
including Saxon chocolates…
sure to delight.
14 Brock Street East
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1M6

(905) 852-3029

A positive
attitude
never gets
old
by Octavian Lacatusu
Each year, Durham Region sets out to
select the few dedicated individuals
from each township who lift a community's spirits through laughter and
participation. This year's recipient was
Uxbridge local Margaret Britton, winner of the Durham Action Challenge
Award for her active lifestyle and positive influence.
At 86, Britton swims, makes people
laugh, wears funny costumes and gets
involved with the community. Her
radiant energy and spirit output rivals
even young individuals, some of
whom, ironically, portray an image of
lethargy and despair. Britton said it's
one's attitude that makes the difference in the end.
“I don't walk very well, I don't sing,
there are lots of things I can't do,” she
said. “But I don't concentrate on
those, I concentrate on all the other
little things I can do.”
Britton explained it's easy to drift
away into complacency and isolation,
so it takes a bit of personal initiative
sometimes to take an active approach to
life.
“I'd rather stay in bed, but if I get up
and go, I feel better, because I've been
to the pool, to the coffee shop or with
my friends. You think about something
else and you just keep moving,” she
said.
A teacher by profession, Britton
formed a strong interest over the years
in the ancestry of her family, constantly
travelling and searching for possible
connections. Britton's dedication to
finding her roots began in 1998, after
taking a trip to Salt Lake City when she
discovered there are ancestral links

everywhere around us, regardless of origin.
“That just lit the fire under me,” she
said. “I started to find out bits and
pieces about everybody.”
To promote her findings, she organized a family bus trip to Quebec comprising of 45 relatives. According to
Britton, the family “hit ancestral spots”
along the way, discovering long-lost
connections to early settlers.
Britton's travels are aided by her seven
children, each taking turns in getting
her to her desired destination.
“I ask them, ‘Who's going to drive me
this time?’ ” she said. “Then they have
a board meeting and decide who's
going to go with mom.”
Despite having seen nearly every corner of the world, her fragility becomes

apparent during some of her excursions, when she requires a wheelchair.
But that simply won't stop her from
completing her goals.
“You just have to take things as they
are and get over it,” she said.
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Community, collegiality and challenge: why doctors love Uxbridge
by Nancy Melcher
Why have our doctors chosen to
locate their practices here in
Uxbridge instead of a larger
urban centre? Is it the diversity
of patients they can see on a
daily basis? Is it the opportunity
to see patients both at their own
offices as well as in Emergency
and at Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital? Does the town itself
have the features that make it all
worthwhile? Or is it just how
gosh darn nice we are as a community? The answer is different
for each doctor, a personal
choice, but all these factors have
influenced them to locate here.
Dr. Michael Damus, the Chiefof-Staff at Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital, was working in
Stouffville when a colleague
approached him about a vacancy
here. While his daily commute
from Brooklin was not unpleasant, the opportunity to work in
his own community was appealing. At the time he and his wife
had two babies and were thinking about the community in
which they would like to raise
their growing family.
“We were familiar with
Uxbridge from our travels to the
cottage, and really liked the
town. When the call came
through about the position, we
felt it was meant to be, and made
the change in the spring of 2000.
For me, living close to work was
very important. With a young
family, I didn't want to spend a
lot of time commuting,” Dr.
Damus explained. “Serving the
community I live in is easy to do
in a small town, and I like the
idea I am looking after my
neighbours.”
Dr. Aisha Husain, of the
Uxbridge Family Health Clinic,
echoed Dr. Damus' sentiments,
adding “Uxbridge has beautiful
scenery and landscape: great
kids-oriented activities. We love
the strong sense of a close-knit
community. There is definitely

less hustle-and-bustle. It's more
personable to live and practice
here.” She adds, “I know more of
my neighbours here than I ever
did when I lived in Ottawa and
Richmond Hill.”
Currently in his 36th year practicing here, Dr. Terry Bryon has
worked in Uxbridge the longest
of all the local family doctors.
He has adult patients who
haven't had any other doctor. He

flexibility that their practices
allow: specialists do not have
that same opportunity. By eliminating a long commute, our doctors can spend more time with
their patients without their family life suffering too much.
Dr. Damus also enjoys his time
in the Emergency Room at the
hospital.
“The family doctors run the
hospital. When I started here in

by the quality of the productions
in such a small town.”
They also enjoy all the sports
opportunities, including hockey,
figure skating, soccer and swimming. Music is a big part of their
lives too, and they have found
many opportunities to get
involved.
Dr. Bryon was approached by
some interested parents whose
children wanted to swim com-

Dr. Michael Damus at work and on the stage during HMS Pinafore.
Photos by Nancy Melcher (left) and Stuart Blower.

wanted to work in a small community, using all of the skills he
had learned. Here he could have
a family practice, but also work
in the ER, follow his own
patients in the hospital setting,
deliver babies and use his training in rural medicine.
“It gave me the best of both
worlds: to practice rural medicine, yet I had the closeness of
the city for support and back-up
professionally. On a personal
level, I could get into the city for
theatre or a hockey game in 45
minutes.”
Setting up a family practice
gives our doctors variety in their
jobs. They like the different ages
they see and the wide variety of
medical issues this diverse population brings. Another good part
of working in Uxbridge is the

2000, there were 11 doctors and
we all took our turns in the ER.
Now there are 14 doctors, but
only seven of us work there.
Sometimes patients will be seen
by out-of-town doctors, as we
need to bring them in to keep
the ER running.”
Our family doctors face some
of the same challenges we all
experience trying to balance
work with family life: office
hours, Emergency Room, second on-call in the hospital on
the weekends, travel health clinic, walk-in clinic and paperwork.
Unexpected benefits of living in
Uxbridge are varied. Dr. Damus
was aware of the arts-based activities. “When we went to see the
Uxbridge Players and Musical
Theatre, the first couple of
shows we saw really impressed us

Our cartoonist gets published!
The Cosmos’ editorial cartoonist, Uxbridge’s own
John Wood (whose latest masterpiece can be seen
on page 4) has had a book published! We’ll let him
tell the story...
“Last year, I had the pleasure of drawing up illustrations for a young mystery novel called 'The
Cruise Ship Thief: a Jeremy Rose Adventure'. Now
I'm happy to report that it's been published. For
$15.00, you can own your own copy. For more

information, please contact Stouffville author
Sherry
Loeffler
by
e-mail
at
authorsherry@rogers.com. She has copies for sale.
It's recommended for children 7 to 12. There are
future plans for a book launch, which we’ll let
everyone know about in the Cosmos!”
Ms. Loeffler found out about John in a writing
group they were both members of at the Uxbridge
Public Library.

petitively. Together, with his wife
Mary, they started the Uxbridge
Swim Club 25 years ago.
Because he didn't have an hourlong commute, he was able to
use that time to coach the team.

From local club events to international meets, the youth of
Uxbridge have made their mark.
“Many youngsters have passed
through the club, attending universities in Canada and the US
on full athletic scholarships,” Dr.
Bryon recounts.
He is quite concerned about
the future of the medical community. “We need to find doctors who are not only skilled,
capable and comfortable doing
the sort of work that we do, but
are also comfortable living in the
community and participating in
the activities it offers. It's unfortunate that young doctors are
being told to avoid it. My kids
were born in this hospital. They
graduated from the local schools
and have successful careers. It's a
wonderful place to live and raise
a family.”
Dr. Husain appreciates the people she works with. “It is a pleasure working with a great group
of staff and having great colleagues at both the hospital and
the clinic. Uxbridge is a great
place to live, work and raise a
family. It has all of the amenities
to meet the needs of individuals,
families and the larger community while at the same time offering a great quality of life.”
Dr. Damus puts it very well.
“Uxbridge is country close to the
city. It's a perfect fit for us.”
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Feb. 3 Uxbridge Youth Centre
Guys' Night 6 to 9pm. A great night for
guys only to enjoy movies, pizza and new
xbox games! Register by calling the Centre
at 905-862-3456, drop-ins also welcome!
Sat., Feb. 4, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike or snowshoe on the Al
Shaw side Trail. Join us for breakfast after
the hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-4772161.
Sat., Feb. 4 Snowshoes and Snowclues at East Duffins Headwaters. 10:00
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Location: Glen Major parking lot, 1820
Concession Road 6. Discover the wonders of
winter wildlife! Identify the tracks and signs
of local animals and learn their secrets for
surviving chilly winter weather. Leave behind
tracks of your own while trying out snowshoeing. Please note that these events are
moderately physically demanding. To register
please
visit
www.trcastewardshipevents.ca or call the
Family Nature event hotline at 416-6616600 ext. 5660.

Sat., Feb. 4 Yuk Yuks Comedy show
sponsored by Uxbridge Bruins. Includes dinner and dance. Uxbridge Arena, 6 p.m.
Tickets $40 per person available at Evans
financial beside the Cosmos.
Sun., Feb. 5 Music Fest Reachview
Village, Uxbridge from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
We are always looking for new talent!
We've been doing this for 19 years and it's
a lot of fun! For more information please
contact Jo at 905-852-6487.

NEXT WEEK
Fri., Feb. 10, 9:30 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
moderate pace 2.5 hr., 9 km loop hike in
Durham Forest. There are some hills. Wear
boots, icers or snowshoes as conditions dictate. Meet at the first parking lot east side of
7th Conc., south of Durham Rd. 21. Kevin
Lowe 416-655-2256 (hike day only).
Fri., Feb. 10 Valentine Dinner 6:30 at
Goodwood United Church. $12 for
SPAGHETTI DINNER including bread,
dessert and beverage. Tickets in advance
only by calling 905-640-3347.
Fri., Feb. 10 VALENTINE’S YOUTH
DANCE for Grades 4-8 at the Uxbridge
Arena – 7-10 pm. Admission at the door is
$7.00 which includes a chance to win great

Tiger Talk
Skating into the playoffs
by Gareth
and Maggie Anderson
As the new semester begins at USS,
the Tiger hockey season continues.
We thought we’d take this chance, in
the small break between exams and
the start-up of classes on Thursday, to
report on the junior boys’ team,
which is having an astounding run.
The junior team was an addition to
the amazing USS hockey roster this
year. The team is made up of Grade
9 and 10 players. Their season started
November 17 and extends until
February 9, with two tournaments
and seven season games so far. Their
brilliance on the ice has been obvious,
as they have lost only one game in a
shoot-out to Dunbarton. In the next
two weeks, they head off to playoffs
for the LOSSA championship.
The school is extremely proud of the
new team’s success. Tiger Talk was
able to speak with Callen Hageman, a

Grade 10 who plays for the team, and
he shared with us some interesting
tidbits about the team’s success over
the season.
He said there are many reasons for
the team’s great results. One of these is
their experience: “Many of the players are members of the Uxbridge Stars
or Stouffville Clippers. It has been
great for the team to have such strong
rep players playing for them.”
The team has four forward lines and
six defencemen. “There are also quite
a few players, which really helps, especially when someone is injured,
because then we can just sub them
in,” explained Callen. Most importantly, the team works well together,
and this has been the greatest factor in
their success. Thankfully, no one on
the team has actually had an injury
because of a school game. Callen
attributes this to the fact that there is
less aggression in the school games,
because players will actually get
school suspensions if they are inappropriately rough.
The only way a team can be as suc-

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

Fri., Feb. 3
BRUINS vs.
GEORGINA

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com

prizes! This fundraiser is hosted by the
Uxbridge Youth Choir.
Sat., Feb. 11, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 5 km moderate pace loop hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. Join us for breakfast after
the hike. Meet at the trail entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862.
Sun., Feb. 12, 2:00 p.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
slow to moderate 5 km, 2+ hr. hike on the
Secord-Goodwood Tracts. Bring icers or
snowshoes. Meet at the Secord parking lot,
2 km south of Goodwood Rd. in Goodwood
on Conc. 3 and E on Secord Rd. Brian &
Kathy Clark 905-841-9757.
Feb. 12-25
The Sound of Music
Perennial
favourite
from
Ryleepuss
Productions. For more info, see page 7.

UPCOMING
Wed., Feb. 15, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 4
hr., 12+ km moderate to fast pace loop hike
or snowshoe in Glen Major/Walker Woods.
There are hills. Meet at parking area on the
east side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862.
Fri., Feb. 17

Blood Donor Clinic 1-

cessful as these Tigers have been is
with lots of training. Because of the
many rep players on the team, most
practice time is on those other teams,
although the Tigers do practice
together occasionally. There is not
much cross training involved, since
the team members are mostly so busy
playing on other teams, but the guys
are strongly encouraged to eat healthy
foods!
And, of course, the team is where it
is because of the great support and
leadership they’ve had from their
coaches. Head coach Brent Barton,
assisted by Gord Simmons and Brett
Winnitoy and teacher Dave Signal,
have all shared their own love of the
game and their experienced wisdom
with the junior Tigers.
Although the team has very strong
players, there are still going to be a
number of challenges going into playoffs, according to Callen. For
instance, the team will need to keep
its momentum going strong: “We
need to stay focused and sharp, and
we can’t get too confident as we will
be up against some pretty tough
teams!”
So come on, Tigers - let’s cheer our
junior players on to victory! This
group of athletes has worked so hard,
if you have the chance to get to any of
their playoff games, go for it!
Also this week at USS:
• Tiger Classic: Don’t forget about
the senior girls’ volleyball tournament
this Friday, February 3, from 8 to 5 –
Tigers, use your lunch hour and cheer
for your v-ball champs!
• Course selection: Tigers need to
start thinking about courses for next
year (yes, already!) Check out the
school website for links to the DDSB
online ‘career cruising’ website.
• White Pine: The annual reading
festival for teens is back. Check out
this year’s novels in the library on the
spinner, or talk to any of the librarians
about how this neat reading opportunity works!
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7:30 p.m. Seniors Centre, 75 Marietta St.

6213.

Sat., Feb. 18, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike. Join us for
breakfast the hike. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

Meditation at the Siloam Community
Centre. Every first and third Thursday from
7:00 to 8:30 pm. For new and experienced
practitioners, this session provides opportunity to develop and strengthen your practice.
By donation, (905) 852-9974.

Sat., Feb. 18 7:00 pm. at Goodwood
Baptist Church. Come for a "Night at the
Museum"
with
Speaker
John
Mackay, International Director of
Creation Research Australia. Tour the
on site mineral and fossil museum. For
details contact: Martin Legemaate at 905888-0188 or mlegemaate@hotmail.com
Sat., Feb. 18 Uxbridge Skatepark
Fundraiser With Whosarmy, Air Marshal
Landing and Lauren Malyon. 6:30 p.m.
Uxbridge Baptist Church. Admission $14.

ONGOING
North House and Community
Churches will be holding a soup
lunch on Wednesdays from 12 - 1:30pm at
St. Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyterian Church.
The lunches run through until March. Come
enjoy some healthy, delicious soup! Pay
what you can.

Wellness Thursdays happen every
Thursday from 4 to 6pm at the Uxbridge
Youth Centre. These workshops are an
opportunity for youth to gather with their
peers and discuss topics that are important
to them including stress, relationships, anxiety, health and friendship just to name a few
with Wellness Practitioner Heidi Walczak.
Snacks are provided! Additionally, every
Thursday at 5pm Dave the Guitar Guy
will be at the UYC to provide FREE guitar lessons and educate youth on guitar repair,
care and accessories. All skill levels are welcome!
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Handicapable 'Friends' Ministry
returns weekly on Wednesdays from 7 - 8
p.m. at Trinity United Church, 20 First
Avenue, Uxbridge. For info call 905-852-

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
Will the groundhog see his shadow
today? It remains to be seen...
Daryl Lamb VanVught passed away
suddenly at High Level, Alta. on Nov.
21/11. He was the son of Doreen
VanVught. A memorial service will take
place in June...
Leaskdale W.A. presented a cheque in
the amount of $3828.30 for the Kids to
Camp Fund. This amount was a combination of monies from the sale of cookbooks, our bake sale in the spring last
year, and Zehrs tapes. Thanks to all who
provided recipes or helped with this
project in any way. A few more books
aare still available from members...
Several friends from this area attended a memorial service for Rev. Murray

Garvin in Barrie last Sunday...
Men's Breakfast will be this Sat. Feb. 4
@ 8:30 a.m. All men are welcome to
enjoy the food and fellowship...
We sincerely thank Rosemary Mustard
for her years of service as church treasurer. She has retired as of Dec. 31. The
new treasurer is Sue Hubers...
Leaskdale W.A. will meet on Wed. Feb.
15 @ 1:30 p.m. All ladies are welcome
to join us in the Fireside Room at the
church...
The annual general meeting of St.
Paul's Leaskdale Presbyterian Church
will take place on Tues. Feb. 28 @ 6:00
p.m. Please watch this column for further information.
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Council trims tax increase, then boosts it
by Roger Varley
At a special budget meeting on
Monday,
Uxbridge
council
approved the trimming of a further
$161,000 from department budgets for 2012, bringing the expected
increase in property taxes down to
4.1 per cent.
However, after commenting that
achieving a 4.1-per-cent increase
was "remarkable", Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor then persuaded
most of her council colleagues to
up the increase to 4.6 per cent.
"I'm not sure it wouldn't be prudent to add 0.5 per cent this year
and next for the fire department to
lessen the crunch in 2014," she
said, alluding to the expected purchase of a $450,000 piece of equipment for the fire department in
that year. The mayor said the move
would add between $40,000 and

$50,000 to the 2012 budget.
Councillor Pat Molloy, chair of
the finance committee, agreed.
"It would be in our own interests
to put some money away," he said.
Councillor Jacob Mantle, however, was not as sure.
"I'm not comfortable doing this
without proper discussion of the
fire department's future," he said.
When it came time to vote on the
mayor's motion, the vote was split,
with Mr. Molloy, as chair, casting
the deciding vote in favour.
The discussion on adding the 0.5
per cent to the budget received less
debate than was given to an
amount of $5,000 in the tourism
budget. A proposed amendment to
the operating budget would have
seen the removal of $5,000 allocated to the annual display at the
Canadian National Exhibition
(CNE).

Councillor Pat Mikuse, chair of
the tourism committee, argued the
money was a good investment,
noting that it was not all spent last
year because the township received
$8,000 from the CNE towards the
Uxbridge display.
"No other venue has 1.8 million
people," she said, adding local
businesses and historical venues
have benefited from the CNE
exposure.
But Councillor Bev Northeast
was not persuaded, saying she had
heard the CNE did not result in
people coming to Uxbridge.
"Uxbridge facilities - (such as the
Foster Memorial) - close down in
September, when the CNE is
over," she said.
Noting that the budget also
allows $15,000 under tourism for
special events, Mayor O'Connor
moved that one third of that

$15,000 be allocated to the CNE
display. She changed her mind
later, however, and withdrew the
motion, saying the tourism advisory committee should make the recommendation.
But Ms. Mikuse made the same
motion and it carried. The mayor
then took the unusual step of asking for a reconsideration vote on
the motion.
"Why have a committee if we're
going to tell them how to spend
their money?" she asked. Her
motion for a reconsideration vote
was defeated.
There was also little discussion on
another item added to the budget:
the expenditure of $25,000 to construct a new office for the bylaw
officer "to provide a more secure
environment for the handling of
confidential material".
Although Mr. Mantle complained

"this is the first time we've heard
about it", the item passed with
Mayor O'Connor telling the junior councillor that the bylaw officer needs an office that is secure.
As the meeting wound down,
Mayor O'Connor raised the question of selling the Leaskdale
manse, home to author Lucy
Maud Montgomery for 15 years,
to the LMM Society, saying the
society had expressed an interest in
purchasing the property.
"It's costing the township
money," the mayor said.
Mrs. Northeast successfully put
forward a motion to continue discussions with the LMMSO.
The final budget meeting will be
held this coming Monday, with the
final budget being presented to
council on Feb. 13.

Sally Ann and Uncle Stanley at the Heartbreak Hotel
by Shelagh Damus
There is no telling how the different
events and influences from our early
lives will infect our consciousness, or
how they will emerge and be woven
together. For musician Bob Burrows
of Zephyr, the catalyst for his latest
creative project surfaced during his
father's funeral. The elder Burrows
was the youngest of twelve children,
and a long time member of the
Salvation Army. At his request, the
Salvation Army Band played at the
memorial service. For Bob Burrows
the music stirred up childhood
memories of visits to hear the
Dovercourt Salvation Army Band.
Burrows loved the “classic Salvation
Army Band sound,” and in time
wondered if there was “an effective

way of combining their horns with
the music [he] liked to play- the
blues.”
In considering songs to record,
Burrows revisited the first rock and
roll song he ever heard, Heartbreak
Hotel by Elvis Presley. A blues version backed with a Sally Ann horn
section became his vision. A band
was assembled and the piece was
recorded at David Chester's Chalet
Studios in Claremont. The blues
tracks arranged by Burrows were laid
down first, with the horn part,
arranged by Duncan Hopkins,
added later. It was during this
process that the combined effect of
the words and music drew Burrows
to thoughts of the homeless, in particular an older brother of his father.
Uncle Stanley spent much of his

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

adult life on the streets of Toronto.
“He was plagued with mental illness and alcohol addiction issues, as
well as being a homosexual at a time
when it was considered illegal,” says
Burrows. Stanley “would steal from
my aunt, pawn the goods and drink
the proceeds. My father would troll
the pawn shops, purchase back the
stolen items and confront his brother, who would express remorse but
then would do it again.”
Psychiatrists decided to perform a
partial lobotomy to relieve Stanley's
stress, the perceived cause of his
behaviour. The lobotomy was successful in that Stanley no longer felt
stress when confronted with his
stealing.
“Instead of feeling remorse, he felt
nothing.” His family tried repeatedly
to help, but in the end, Stanley
became ill while still on the streets
and died in hospital in 1986.
In order to bring the two aspects
together Burrows arranged for a
video to be shot in Toronto by Stuart
Blower and Anne Douris highlighting the plight of the homeless without identifying the individuals captured on film.
“We felt an obligation to be respectful, to protect their privacy and dignity,” while still recognizing that
“these people are on the street and it
is a real problem.” The experience of
being present for some of the filming
was a disturbing experience for
Burrows, “a digging into my heart
and soul.”
The two aspects were combined
and the end product pleased
Burrows, the rest of the team and the
people at the Fred Victor charity.
Director of Fund Raising and
Communication for Fred Victor
Jane Truemner said “the message is
quite powerful and would definitely
give people reason to stop, watch, lis-

ten and be reminded that there are
people living on the streets who need
our help.”
It is a heartfelt piece that serves to
humanize the homeless while maintaining their dignity.

“People are encouraged to watch
and listen. And if they feel moved to
help, there are links to a couple of
charities that serve the homeless
community,” says Burrows. “Fred
Victor has a long and honourable
tradition of working with the homeless.” They offer shelters, help in
obtaining employment, and housing. The River St. Café is a Salvation
Army supported soup kitchen that
feeds the homeless. On a visit to the
Café Burrows was impressed by the
number of former clients who are
now employed by the Café. It is a
success story on many levels.
The unfortunate aspect of the project is the delay the group is facing in
getting the synchronization rights to
the song. “This is the frustrating and
disturbing part of the project,” says

Burrows. They paid for the rights to
the song, and produced the video
but their efforts to put the two
together have been effectively
stonewalled by the song's owners.
Communication has proceeded at a
snail's pace and at present it appears
to be in a holding pattern while
details continue to be ironed out.
The song and a series of images captured from the video are available for
viewing at www.burrowsandcompany.com. The savvy surfer can click
on the song and run a slideshow at
the same time. It won't provide the
full effect but it will give a close
approximation of the real thing.
Burrows is thrilled with the final
product and longs to share it with
the greater caring population. But
while he is forced to wait for the synchronization rights, he recognizes
that those on the street need our help
now. He hopes people will take the
time to visit the site and consider
both the song and the images, and
what they can do to help.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
CUSTOM DESIGN
YOUR OWN TABLE !!
CHOOSE

FROM MORE THAN

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

905-852-5313

20

HANDMADE CHAIR STYLES

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

WE’RE 100 %
CANADIAN

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

170 Main Street North

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Lisa Ritchie Brooks

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

CENTURY FURNITURE
~ Restorations
~ Repairs
~ Refinishing

• Financial Statement Preparation
• Bookkeeping and Accounting

Pre 1940’s preferred

905.862.3393

905-852-5981

905-852-7129

KO PEL’S

Certified General Accountant

• Personal & Corporate
Tax Returns

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

Nancy R. Chalut

B.A.

Certified Cabinet Maker
1984

Cemetery Road, Uxbridge
lisabrookscga@powergate.ca

Port Perry

905-985-8621

Classified
Free

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”
- Romans 6:23
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances,
AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture,
pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL.
We also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores,
factories. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907. 6/6
PUPPIES free to good homes. Akbash /
Bernese Mountain Dog / Chocolate Lab mix. Call
Rob at 905-995-3989. 2/9
Services
CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE, references
upon request. 905-862-0290. 2/2
FREE WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY! Getting
married within the next couple months?
Valentine's day maybe? Looking for a photographer? Experienced professional newborn & family photographer looking to build a wedding portfolio. www.babybutterflyphotography.com.
Please email
asiabutterfly@rocketmail.com to discuss. 2/23
Vehicles for Sale
HYUNDAI SANTE FE 2005. 170,000 km.
Standard, winter tires on rims. $4500. Call 905852-4969 evenings. 2/2
1993 HONDA ACCORD EX 4-cylinder, 1
owner. Winter tires/rims. Remote start, leather,
sun roof. Certified, e-tested. $5,850. 905-7064537 or 905-985-9621. 2/2
Wanted
WANTED TO RENT: Looking for a room close
to Uxbridge cottage hospital (no car).
maghairn@gmail.com Tel:416-897-8223. 2/2
HIRING: Local custom construction company
looking for summer help (preferably post secondary students), experience a definite asset as well
as being reasonably fit. Favourable considera-

tion will be given to any construction courses in
good standing. Totally professional and disciplined crew. Please reply by email to: 4workingman4@gmail.com 2/16
WORK WANTED: Retired cabinet maker/carpenter is looking for some jobs. Please call Robby
at 705-228-8551. 2/2
QUIET WOMAN WRITER seeks clean, bright
room or apartment close to downtown Uxbridge.
Please call 416-999-2843 or e-mail marymcilroy@rocketmail.com 2/2
BOOKKEEPER / ACCOUNTING CLERK
wanted for small Uxbridge office. Must be versatile, able to multi-task, and use number of
accounting packages and other software. Send
resume, cover letter and wage expectations to
Fax 905-852-2220 or email sbs-job@hotmail.ca
2/2
M-F MORNING HELP WANTED at stable in
Goodwood. Duties: turnout, feeding, mucking 12
stalls, general stable cleaning. Requirements:
dependable, energetic, reliable transportation,
experience working with horses, able to work
efficiently
when
unsupervised. Email:
info@fairlybigfarm.ca with qualifications. 2/9
For Sale
FIREWOOD FOR SALE: Seasoned hardwood,
delivered. $120 per 16” face cord. 905-6405977 or 416-460-4637. 2/2
SEWING MACHINES: One Brother, one Singer,
each $50. Fairly new. 905-852-5482. 2/2
CERTIFIED ORGANIC WHOLE CORN locally
grown. $22 per25 kg. bag. Call 905-852-1596.
2/2
NEW WHITE VINYL WINDOW: JeldWen 60
3/4H x 41 1/2 W. Single-hung. Paid $450.
Never installed. $150. 160 tiles 12x12
grey/beige blend. $30. 905-852-5104. 2/9
RENOVATING SALE- Complete Pool Table 6' X
3' very sturdy $195 - Retro pool table lamp $60.
- Mirror Sliding Doors and track 4' $60 and 5'
$70 - Many Excellent Pictures - New Loveseat
Brown antique micro suede $150.00. 905 8622774. 2/9

For Rent
UXBRIDGE 2 BEDROOM basement apartment for rent. Parking. On-Site Laundry, separate
entrance, walk to downtown. No smoking or pets.
$1100/mo. inclusive. Credit check, first & last
required. Available Immediately. 416-805-3972.
2/2
WOODEN STABLES AND FENCED PASTURE, available now. Various field sizes. Vanessa
905-852-7634. 2/2
DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE, Large, Clean 2
bedroom Apt, Main Level, Parking, Appliances,
Separate entrance, Feb 1st. $1150/mo.
Inclusive. Call/text 647-220-6093. 2/2
LOWER LEVEL FLAT in Unique Uxbridge
Home: Large 2 bedroom, laundry, parking & separate entrance. Available partially furnished if
desired. $1000/month. Prefer quiet single. No
smokers. No pets is best, since I have one. Call
905-862-2970. 2/2
SPRING BREAK GETAWAY: Two weeks available for spring break at newly renovated Vistana
Resort, just steps from Disney maingate.
Luxurious units sleep up to eight with two bedrooms, two bathrooms, three flat screen TVs, fully
equipped kitchen and much more. Resort features many pools, restaurants, plenty of activities
for kids. Limited availability for Mar. 8, 9 or 10
on first call basis. Also have two weeks spacebanked with RCI to trade for thousands of resorts
around the world, also first call basis.
$1400/week. Contact Mark at 905-649-0094.
2/2
Found
FOUND: 8 GB Lexar camera SDHC card. Found
on Main Street North, Uxbridge. Pictures of
Cameron and Jacob?, and a Kindergarten or daycare ceremony at the town hall in Sunderland? If
it’s yours or you know whose it is, please contact
905-862-3082. 2/9
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Bruins in playoff mode, destined for fifth
by Roger Varley
Although they still have two games
remaining in their regular season,
Uxbridge Bruins coach and general
manager Matt Muir says his team
has already started the playoffs.
His statement came Sunday night
after the Bruins clobbered the
MoJacks 5-1 in Port Perry. Two
nights earlier, they lost a close 5-4
game to the league-leading Lakefield
Chiefs at the arena.
"Every game is preparation for the
playoffs," Muir said. "We don't have
a team that can just coast now. We
committed to a game plan both
nights."
The game plan started out well on
Friday as the Bruins took a 2-1 lead
over the Chiefs in the first period.
Jayson Heydon opened the scoring
at the midway mark, converting a
lovely little drop pass from Blake
Ertel. Callum Lynch had the other
assist. After the Chiefs responded,
Daulton Lawrence gave the Bruins
the lead again, assisted by Steve

Douitsis and Nick Kucera.
In the second period, however, the
game plan lost some traction as the
Uxbridge defence all but disappeared, allowing Lakefield to score
three times. The only Bruin goal
came from Lynch on a power play,
assisted by Steve Posteraro and Kyle
Northover.
Lakefield added another early in the
third, but the Bruins came back
with another power-play goal from
Ertel, with assists going to newlyacquired Rob Acton and Mike
Ramsey. Then, with goalie Stefan
Melnychuk pulled in favour of an
extra attacker, the Bruins scored
what appeared to be the equalizer
with just 57 seconds remaining, but
the referee disallowed the goal.
In Port Perry on Sunday, the Bruins
finally played as a team, taking the
lead on the only score of the penalty-free first period when defenceman Brett Penrose whipped the
puck into the net from the blue line
with a wicked wrist shot. Posteraro
received the assist.

Midway through the second period,
with the teams playing four-on-four,
Ertel scored what proved to be the
game winning goal, with the assist
going to Ramsey. The MoJacks
scored their only goal of the night
on a power play three minutes later.
In the third period, it was all
Uxbridge, including the rap sheet.
The Bruins took three penalties, the
MoJacks none. However, the Bruins
scored three unanswered goals. The
first came from Douitsis, assisted by
Northover and Andrew Liboiron, at
the midway point. With just under
two minutes remaining and
Douitsis in the penalty box, the
MoJacks pulled their goalie and
launched the attack, only to see
Acton score a short-handed empty
netter. Ramsey closed out the scoring with less than a minute left,
assisted by Ertel.
The Bruins were scheduled to meet
the
Clarington
Eagles
in
Bowmanville last night and they
close out the regular season against
the Georgina Ice tomorrow at the

Local riders - and horses - chase Olympic dream
by Lisa Walker
Recently Equine Canada posted the
2012 National Team List. This list is
the annual High Performance Short
and Long List of riders from which
the 2012 Canadian Three Day
Eventing Olympic Team could be
chosen. Making the “short list” are
Kendal Lehari riding Daily Edition
from Uxbridge and Jessica Phoenix on
Exponential also from Uxbridge,
while Jessica Phoenix on Pavarotti is
also on the “long list”.
The Short List consists of horse/rider

combinations which have proven
their potential to successfully represent Canada as an individual and a
team member. To become Long
Listed, a horse/rider combination
must have shown through their performance, the potential to become a
short listed team member.
“This is going to be a very exciting
year. We have all worked really hard
to get our results in 2011 to be listed,
but the 2012 performances are what
really count to make the Olympic

team. A lot can happen with the
soundness and health of the horses
and riders and this years’ competition
results can also change the standings,
so nothing is a sure thing,” says
Kendal Lehari of Reindalyne Farm in
Uxbridge.
Most of the riders are packing up
and leaving for Florida now to train in
preparation for the upcoming show
season.

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for The Sound of Music at the Music Hall. Last
week’s viewpoint (lower photo) is the office sign of
optometrist Dr. Vi Tu Banh; it was guessed by
Connor Lamoureux of Uxbridge. We’ll have the
answer to the upper photo next week. Photos by

Renee Leahy.

WINGS, SAUSAGE, DELI MEATS YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR SUPER BOWL GOODIES!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

arena at 7:45 p.m. Whatever the
results, neither game will affect
Uxbridge's fifth-place standing in
the six-team OHA. Jr. C Central
Division.
It is possible that it will go down to
the last game of the season - with
the MoJacks meeting the Eagles - to
determine which of those two teams
will finish in third place and which
will finish in fourth. The Bruins will
face the fourth-place team in the
best-of-five opening round of the
playoffs.

Muir said he had no preference as
to which team the Bruins face.
"Port played us tough all year,
Clarington got better all year, so no
preference," he said. "We're going to
have to go through three good teams
to win the league this year. I wouldn't even want to have to play (last
place) Georgina right now."
It won't be known until sometime
next week when and where the playoffs will begin.

JUNIOR C STANDINGS

- as of Tuesday, Jan. 31

Team

Wins

Losses

LAKEFIELD CHIEFS

25

9

3

53

LITTLE BRITAIN MERCHANTS

22

12

3

47

PORT PERRY MOJACKS

19

16

2

40

CLARINGTON EAGLES

18

17

3

39

UXBRIDGE BRUINS

16

19

3

35

GEORGINA ICE

14

23

2

30

OT Losses Points

The Uxbridge Cosmos

12

Designed Lifestyles
with Susan Fedorka
I'm Back
Happy New Year to one and all! Some of you
may have noticed that I was MIA last year.
Well, after nine years of working on our home,
affectionately known as The Project, we decided to put it up for sale. This had always been
our intention but I had hoped it would have
been sooner, rather than later. I will share
those experiences with you throughout the
year but for now, let's focus on the year ahead.
Having “resolutions” has fallen out of favour
since many of us have the same resolutions
year after year. We want to lose weight, quit
smoking, travel more or win the lottery. The
new buzz word is “intention” but to me, saying that I intend to do something doesn't
sound like I am really going to do it. Maybe
what we need to do is focus on the positive
instead.
Over the years when I have hosted New
Year's Eve parties, I have asked my guests to
name five things that they were grateful for or
happy about. Well, the look on their faces! You
would have thought I had asked them to stand
up and strip down.
Initially, most people will think of all the
things that didn't happen - it is human nature
to think about what didn't go well or what we
didn't get. Eventually, my guests may be able
to drag one or two things from their memory
banks so I had to reduce the request from five
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Our wonderful students

We’ve been very blessed at the Cosmos to have some
excellent coop students or interns, five from Uxbridge
Secondary and four more from various colleges. Our
latest USS studen is just finishing while our newest
Centennial College intern has just arrived. We
to three.
Every year, as corny as it may sound, I am thought we’d let them tell each other’s stories.

grateful for the following: to wake up on this
side of the turf and to be able to get out of bed
and face a new day. Just ask someone who can
no longer independently move about whether
they would like to be able to do that again.
I am grateful for my health. It may not be
the best but I am still here, mobile and able to
enjoy life and living on my terms.
Finally, I am extremely grateful for all my
relationships - be they with family (which is
severely limited) or with friends. I treasure my
rounds of golf with my three golf buddies,
whether I play well or not. I thoroughly enjoy
my book club (even if I don't always like the
book) and I love my new group of friends who
partake in my wine tasting group.
As for the last two on my list, it depends on
the year. Although we didn't sell The Project,
I am grateful that we got to the point where we
could at least list it. And last, but not least, I
golfed my last round of golf on Thanksgiving
Monday and shot a 95, which for me was simply excellent.
So as we move into this new year, maybe we
should seek out and enjoy the positives. Yes,
the weight has to be lost, the cigarettes tossed,
but the better you feel about yourself, the less
you compare yourself to others, the easier it is
to convince yourself to do good things for you.
Here's to a fabulous year!

Jane Alexander. A name reminiscent of Victorianera literature that inspires even the most ambitious
English scholars. This Jane Alexander wasn't born
in England, but right here in Canada, despite her
mother's British background.
Since childhood Jane enjoyed writing
stories and tuned into creative writing.
She loves her hockey, looking to
become a writer for the NHL. In fact,
it's her admiration for Sidney Crosby
that inspired her to dig deeper into the
world of hockey and expand her knowledge of the game.
Despite her interest in professional
hockey however, Jane’s true and quiet
passion is horseback riding, something
she's been practicing since early childhood and still actively enjoys. In fact, at
age seven she ended up with a concussion after she fell off when her pony
tripped making a jump. But that didn't
stop her though, as she later on met Ella, a horse
that ran faster and jumped higher than ever.
Animals formed a regular part of her life, as her
family actively catered to dogs, cats, horses and
even a llama called Lenny throughout the years.
Jane formed an interest in modelling after her colleagues and friends often remarked her height and
look may attract a potential career. At 5'9, she says
she's “just right” for the catwalk, however despite
two auditions, she currently isn't pursuing it for a
future career and is determined to focus on her
writing.
- Octavian

Octavian Lacatusu’s journey to the Cosmos started
back when he was nine years old when he moved
with his parents from Romania.
“Jobs weren’t great there,” Octavian explained his
reason for moving. “You would work hard, but get
nothing back from it.”
Octavian came to Canada knowing few English
words and going to school like that was quite the
challenge. He was far behind the regular nine year
olds at school.
Octavian never had journalism in his mind as
something he would enjoy. He did not
grow up writing stories; in fact, he graduated high school with the thought of
going into police services. For two years
after high school Octavian was a security
guard at various different places, but realized that after those couple of years that it
was a very boring, dry job and he wanted
something more creative to do.
On his last night of working a security
job, Octavian and one other guard had to
control and keep in order 2000 people,
which left Octavian upset with the company he was working for, leading him to
write a letter to the head of that company about the turnout and events of the
night. Realizing he actually enjoyed writing that letter Octavian started keeping logs and
writing stories about vacations and his experiences
going different places. It was then that he acquired
a passion for writing. When most people consider
journalism they think about the newspaper and
news, but Octavian actually is not a big fan of
news, more of telling stories.
“I like telling stories on topics that most people
don’t know about,” Octavian said. “I like telling a
good story.”
- Jane

