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MUSH DADDY - Two-and-a-half-year-old Olivia Smith holds on tightly as her father, Ashton, pulls her up the toboggan
run at Dagmar Ski Club on Lakeridge Road on the weekend. Photo by Lezley Woodhams

Uxbridge property taxes to rise 2.73 per cent
By Roger Varley
Uxbridge residents will see a
2.73-per-cent increase in property taxes in 2011 as a result of the
budget passed by council on
Monday night.
For the first time, the township
produced a budget covering two
years - 2011 and 2012. The forecast for 2012 is a tax increase of
between five an six per cent, but
budget committee chairman Pat
Molloy, councilor for Ward 2,
said the 2012 increase will
depend “on a lot of things.”
Ward 4 councillor Jacob Mantle
said council has already identified
areas for savings next year.
The budget calls for 2011
expenditures of $13.36 million

on operations and $3.8 million
on capital projects. For 2012, the
operating budget is expected to
see spending of $13.4 million
and the capital budget calls for
expenditures of $3.4 million.
Even as late as Monday morning, council was still trimming
the budget. Treasurer Al Shultz
presented a report calling for an
increase of 3.54 per cent, but
council managed to cut another
$60,000 to lower the hike.
Mr. Molloy said council set an
objective of cutting $2.6 million
from the preliminary budgets
proposed by township departments when the budget process
began. He said they had managed
to cut $2.3 million by the time
the final budget was produced.

“We went through every line of
the budget,” he said. “There were
no rubber stamps. I'm confident
the decisions made on every line
have been the right decisions.”
Despite the increase in property
taxes, Mayor Gerri-Lynn
O'Connor said she was happy
council was able to produce a low
budget. She pointed out that the
township has no assessment
growth - (Mr. Shultz reported
assessment growth in 2011 is
expected to be less than one per
cent) - but prices are rising. Next
year will be even tougher, she
said.
Mayor O'Connor noted that
municipal governments are
required by law to present balanced budgets, unlike all other

levels of government, which can
run deficits if they deem it necessary.
Asked if council was confident
it had kept spending as low as
is feasibly possible, the mayor
said spending was lower than
had been expected at the start
of the budget process. Mr.
Mantle said higher hydro
costs were a major factor in
the budget. Regional
Councillor Jack Ballinger said
the tax hike represents an
average increase of about
$2.75 a month for township
homeowners.
The budget was passed with
only two members of the public in attendance in the council chamber, chilled because of

problems with the heating system. Mayor O'Connor joked that
the heat had been turned down
as a cost-saving measure.
Chickadee by Renee Leahy
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Uxbridge Artist Illustrates 2011 Chinese New Year Stamp
By Fly Freeman
Uxbridge artist Tracy Walker
will soon have her latest work
seen from coast to coast. And
this month a lot of us may
receive a print of one of her
artworks in our mailboxes.
The print will be tiny - just
over a square inch, but it's a
beauty.
Tracy is an illustrator for
magazine articles, childrens
books, advertising campaigns,
logos, packaging and business
cards. Occasionally I can persuade her to be my guest
artist on the Studio Tour, but
more often than not, she
declines. The anonymity of
the illustrator's life suits her
just fine.
But this year, Tracy is the
artist chosen to illustrate
Canada Post's 2011 Lunar
Series stamp which celebrates
the Year of the Rabbit. The
Lunar Series is in its 15th year
and is one of Canada post's
most popular stamps. To say
that Tracy did this work this
year is misleading - the stamp
came out this month, but the
process started nearly two
years ago.
Canada Post invites three
designers to submit a concept and these designers each
select an artist they want to
work with on the project.
One of the invited designers
- Paul Haslip - had worked
with Tracy before, and she
got the call to be on his
team. They settled down to
eight weeks hard labour
preparing their pitch and
their final submission covered a lot of ground. This is
not just one simple stamp:
there is the domestic stamp,
the international stamp, first
day covers, souvenir sheets,
and the press sheet. Images
flew back and forth between
the two, modifying and
refining their concept. They
decided to play on the
movement of the rabbit,
having it hopping partially
out of the frame of one
stamp, and into the next. At
a glance, the rabbits appear
to chase one another across
the sheet of stamps.
When they won the com-

mission, Canada Post had a
number of modifications that
had to be accommodated. It
was back to exchanging
images: the overall colour
scheme changed radically to a
more traditional Chinese red.
Gold was emphasised as 2011
is the year of the Metal
Rabbit and embroidery was
selected as the Chinese art
form that would influence the
design motifs. Tracy described
how, although she was creating her images on a large
scale, all through the process
she had to consider how each
image would read on the tiny
32mm x 32mm scale. She had
never worked on something
so small before.
Tracy's work was largely over
at the end of the first year she
had to keep the design secret
for a year until the launch and
get back to her normal quiet
working life.
Knowing Tracy as we do, it
would be no big surprise if
she had let this moment in
her career slide by with scarcely a ripple, but her friends
were determined to celebrate

Uxbridge artist Tracy walker shows the stamp she designed to mark the Chinese New
Year. Stamp image courtesy of Canada Post. Photo by Fly Freeman
her achievement. We talked
her into a small party at the
Blue Heron Bookstore yesterday, the day before Chinese
New Year officially starts.
When they heard that this
year's stamp artist actually
lived in town, the Rexall

post office branch ordered lots
of stamp sheets and a good
selection of the souvenir
items. Tracy signed copies at
The Blue Heron Bookstore.
You can check out Tracy's

work at
www.tracywalkerart.com or
purchase her art prints at
www.tracywalkerink.etsy.com,
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column by Roger Varley

Linking Egypt and the
Zephyr library
It's a helluva stretch to link the current troubles in
Egypt with the closing of the Zephyr library, but
I'm going to give it a try.
Faced with growing protests and demonstrations, the Mubarak government completely closed
Egypt off from the rest of the world on the weekend by shutting down almost all Internet service
in the country. No Internet, no Facebook, no
Twitter. They also shut down the cellular phone
network.
The idea, of course, was to severely limit the
protestors' ability to exchange information about
planned demonstrations and to coordinate
actions. It also hoped to shield from the rest of
the world the government's actions against the
protestors.
Mubarak, of course, recognizes that information is
power and the less information the protestors
have at their disposal, the better for him.
The Egyptian government isn't the first to control access to the Internet. A number of countries,
particularly China, use some form of censorship
to keep unwanted information away from their
citizens. But no other country has ever shut it
down quite as completely and quite as fast as
Egypt.
Access by the general population to information
is one reason the printing press is one of the most

important inventions in the history of mankind.
It was also one of the reasons why the early
church in Europe made it a crime for ordinary
people to possess books. The church recognized
that the more information people have, the harder
it is to control them. It's why totalitarian regimes
delight in book burnings and a tightly controlled
press. But totalitarian regimes realize that the
Internet is even more dangerous than books
because it enables information to be spread more
quickly and widely.
Now, in no way am I suggesting that Uxbridge
council wants to control the residents of Zephyr,
but shutting down the Zephyr library branch
does, in effect, limit that hamlet's access to information. It might be small in the grand scheme of
things, but it is nevertheless a limitation. As
Sheila Maloney pointed out in an e-mail to
Mayor Gerri-Lynn O'Connor last week, it will
make it difficult for schoolchildren in the hamlet
who do not have computers at home to use the
Internet for research on homework projects. It
will make life a little more difficult for seniors in
Zephyr, who now will have to travel to Uxbridge
or Mount Albert to avail themselves of library
services.
The fact that only a few people used the branch
is beside the point. Public libraries were never
intended to be profit-making institutions and
those few people have as much right to library
access as other residents of the township.
If you think that putting a little crimp into
Zephyr residents' access to information
is not much to get worked up about,
consider the following. How would you
feel if someone decided - in what might

be described as a mini-version
of Egypt’s actions - that they
were going to limit your
Internet usage, particularly if,
like me, you use it a lot for research, gathering
information and entertainment? In fact, I spend
so many hous on the Internet each week that I
barely watch television anymore. Well, if you
haven't had your head buried in the sand over the
last week, you will know this is exactly what is
being planned.
The CRTC is going to allow the telecommunications giants and the Internet service providers to
start charging you not just for using the Internet,
but for how much you use it. The bills you begin
to receive for your Internet service could be such
that, depending on your financial status, you will
be forced to cut down on the time you spend on
line. In effect, that is limiting your access to information. Isn't it strange that a government agency
should be responsible for such a move?
Of course, despite growing opposition to the
move - which many see as just a money grab by
the major telecommunications corporations - I
strongly doubt the Harper government will do
anything to reverse the CRTC’s decision. The
government has shown full well its reluctance to
share information over the last few years, even
with other elected members of Parliament. In fact,
Mr. Harper has muzzled his caucus and his ministers to the point they can only say in public what
he allows them to say.
It seems to me that such moves by government,
even little moves like shutting down a tiny library
branch, should be protested loudly.
Tell me, am I wrong?
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our two cents
Working to ease the pain
As you will see in our front page story, Uxbridge council has passed a budget calling for a
2.73-per-cent increase in municipal property taxes in 2011.
The first reaction of many homeowners in the township might, understandably, be one of
frustration and anger. With the economic crisis that has plagued us for the last couple or so
years still not over, many have seen little or no increase in their own incomes of late and are
faced, on a daily basis, with finding ways to live within their means after having already cut
their discretionary spending to the bone. Why, they might ask, can council not do the same?
The fact is, they had little choice. They deferred a number of projects, mostly in public
works, to lower the spending this year, but they were also faced with the problem that deferring some projects can lead to greater costs down the road.
The Cosmos attended much of the budget process during December and January and
watched as the councillors waded through page after page filled with numbers submitted by
all township departments. Department heads were questioned closely about the budgets they
brought forward for approval and were asked to give reasonable explanations for many of
the expenditures they proposed. Just about every department was required to return at least
once with a new whittled down budget.
There was little, if any, political grandstanding during the process. Council went through the
budget hearings in a business-like manner and, despite the fact they had just gone through
a municipal election during which many candidates talked of things they would like to see
done in the township, no councillor was beating the drum to find financing for any particular pet project.
While it is possible for any of us to nit-pick and find a few dollars here and a few dollars
there that might have been cut from the budget, The Cosmos believes that, overall, the budget committee did the best job possible.
At the start of the process, budget committee chairman Pat Molloy said council was seeking to trim $2.6 million from the budgets submitted by staff. At the end of the day, they
almost achieved that goal. But with provincial legislation such as the Oak Ridges Moraine Act
cutting deep into one of the township's primary sources of revenue, namely development
charges, there was little council could do but increase property taxes. Indeed, when considering the budget, council is bound by numerous regulations imposed by upper levels of government and other government bodies that impact on their ability to increase revenue or cut
expenditures.
To keep the tax increase as low as possible, council had to make some difficult decisions,
which, of course, is what they were elected to do. Having made those decisions, they
undoubtedly will face some flak from some disgruntled residents.
One of the more controversial decisions was to close the Zephyr branch of the Uxbridge
library in order to save $36,000. That closure, however, has been put off until Dec. 31, even
though the branch librarian will be retiring in a couple of months. The delay will, as Mr.
Molloy said, allow council time to look at other options.
They will, however, have to face more difficult decisions in the year ahead, because ,as of
now, they are talking about a tax increase of between five per cent and six per cent in 2012.
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Letters to the Editor
The Optimist Club of
Uxbridge would like to say
thank you to the local community for the fantastic support we received over the
holiday season for the
Fantasy of Lights.
Specifically we would like
to say thank you to all those
who joined us in Elgin Park
(once or several times) during the event, whether you
walked, drove, played in the
light maze, enjoyed the
music and/or took advantage
of the horse rides offered on
December 18. The number
of people who came out to
enjoy the event has increased
dramatically over each of our
first three years and has us
really looking forward to our
4th Annual Fantasy of Lights
in 2011.
We would also like to recognize the efforts and creativity of all those who
entered displays. Clearly, the
event could not exist and
receive such great community support without the
efforts of the many organizations who entered a display.
The final two groups that
deserve a thank you are the
local media and the township for all the support they
offered this year and in the
past.
The Optimist Club would
like to remind you that all
money raised (the donations

were once again very generous and served to remind me
personally of what a fantastic
town we live in) will be used
in support of local youth.
One last note: we are
absolutely pumped about the
success of this event to date
and intend to continue to
increase the size and scope of
the Fantasy of Lights each
year. With such in mind,
the Optimist Club would
very much appreciate your
involvement in 2011,
whether as a member, as an
individual wanting to help
specifically with the Fantasy
of Lights, or as a group/family/business able to enter a
display. For more information please call Brent Lunn
at 905 862-2445 or contact
any club member.
On behalf of the Optimist
Club of Uxbridge have a fantastic 2011.

ings that would occur. We
currently employ a librarian
and two students. The hours
of the library are Tuesday
and Thursday from 2-8 and
Saturday 10-2. Please correct
me if the hours are incorrect.
If it takes closing the
Zephyr library to balance the
books we are in dire trouble.
The proposed cost of the
new fire hall has gone from
$3 million to $5 million and
that doesn't seem to cause a
great deal of concern.
The library and the Zephyr
Mini Mart are the only local
places that our youth can
hope to get employment
without having to be driven
out of the area.
If the library is closed, I
would pay the cost to use the
Mt.Albert library, as it works
out more reasonable for me
rather than driving to
Uxbridge.
Residents have been active
Brent Lunn in raising funds for additionUxbridge al items for our library and
many residents have made
All the way down in Florida use of the high speed computer connections for
I heard the news that the
Zephyr Library is once again research.
If you feel as I do, I hope
being considered to be closed
you will contact all members
to help balance the budget
of council and express your
and save money.
Our library is a very impor- concerns. Once it is closed it
tant part of the Zephyr com- will never open again.
munity and it would be a
June Archibald
shame if we allowed them to
close it for the minimal savZephyr
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a blonde moment

the barris beat

column by Lisha Cassibo

column by Ted Barris

Time’s up!
Last night I had the most horrible, disturbing dream I've had in a long time.
In my dream, I was wandering about a house I wasn't familiar with and came
across an interesting clock-type contraption. It was a navy blue rectangle, and the numerals and hands
inside were gold. It told the time and the weather, like an old fashioned barometer, and could have been
any normal timepiece. But at the top was a dial of sorts that, when pointing to the left, rested on the number 12.
And as I gazed at this clock, the hand that had been resting on the 12 slowly worked its way to the right.
The right hand side had one word on it - Armageddon.
The golden hand moved across its gauge, and stopped above the horrible word. I quickly glanced around
to see if anyone else realized that the end of the world was upon us, but they just kept going about their
business. I turned from the “clock” in a panic, but the dream gets kind of screwy after that - I ended up in
a contest that involved butter tarts and tequila shots, but I digress.
Even now, as I write this, the image of that “clock” is fresh in my mind and I'm quite disturbed by it. I
thought about it as I walked to my school bus this morning, and began to wonder: if I knew that today was
my last day, that the end of the world, or my world at least, was upon me, how would I spend it?
Of course, my children came to my mind and stayed there. I would lie on my big bed with all of them,
committing each of their beautiful features to memory, to take with me wherever I might go. I would never
lose physical contact with any one of them at any given moment, touching the soft, delicate skin. I would
hug, hold, laugh, cry a lot and try to cram all of life's lessons into a few fleeting hours. I would treasure
them as I never had before.
The tears were quite frozen on my face by the time I reached my bus. During my drive - and even now I was bothered. Bothered by the fact that it would take a catastrophic event to make me spend that kind of
time with my children.
I don't know what my “last day” date is in the Big Book of Life, thank God. I wouldn't handle that kind
of knowledge very well at all. So I have to make do with what I have, what I know. But do I do a good
enough job day to day? Am I capturing enough of my girls' childhoods to make me look back when I am
old, God willing, with no regrets? Do I give enough hugs, enough kisses, do I say enough I love yous? How
many are enough?
I'm sure that these are questions any caring parents ask themselves at some point during the child-rearing journey. Whole magazines are devoted to helping us get it all right, find that perfect (geez, I hate this
word) “balance”. I still maintain that “balance” does not exist, because equality amongst all life's situations
does not exist. Sometimes work takes more, sometimes family takes more, sometimes, as is the case with
a few friends of mine, hockey takes everything!
I have five jobs, jobs that pay, in addition to being a wife and a mother. The 24 hours that a day gives us
is filled pretty completely. But I like to think that I try to give the girls as much of me as I can. I do make
sure that I never, ever tell the girls that I cannot stop to watch the little dance they've been rehearsing all
afternoon because I'm “too busy”. I try to make every event and awards ceremony at the school. We spend
quiet time each evening before bed, singing lullabies and catching up on the day. I've played hookie with
them before, spiriting them off to Toronto on a school day so we could see Mamma Mia and just girl out all
day.
But is it enough? Why am I unable to just flop on the sofa and watch TV with them in the evening, rather
than clean up the kitchen, tidy a room, scrub a toilet? Am I short-changing them still, or am I a normal,
busy mum just trying to raise three children to be productive members of society in an increasingly crazy
world and a clean house?
I suppose I won't know the answer until the end of the journey, when I'm given the opportunity to look
back and reflect on the job I've done as a parent. In the meantime, however, the guilt is overwhelming.
I suppose the best thing is to not beat myself up over it and be sure not to lose sight of the big picture. If
I were hit by a bus tomorrow (boy, would a colleague be in trouble in for that!) then at least we had our
lullaby time tonight.

Gretzsky at 50
All last week, they remembered his 50th. Hockey commentators waxed eloquent. His on-ice peers remembered their brushes with him as teammates or
opponents. Most columnists had plenty of anecdotes about his goal-scoring prowess, his record number of
records and his so-called sixth sense on skates. Well, I was there for his 50th too. Not his 50th birthday. I was
there to witness the final seconds of the game of games:
“Anderson gets it to Gretzky. He's got the open net!” shouted Rod Phillips, the Oilers' play-by-play announcer that night. “Will he shoot? He does. He scores! He has broken the record. Wayne Gretzky's 50th goal in 39
games. Gretzky has done the unbelievable.”
I was one of those going wild that night - Dec. 30, 1981 - in Edmonton. Only I happened to be up in the catwalk of the (then) Northlands Coliseum. I was right next to Rod Phillips's broadcast booth. I was filling in for
the regular CBC Radio sports reporter covering the game. In fact, I was also there for American Public Radio.
Nobody - in Canada or the U.S. - expected Gretzky to get his 50th that game. During his 38th game against
the Los Angeles Kings, he had scored four times bringing his season total to 45; he was still five goals out. But
I was dispatched to be there just in case.
That season, the Great One collected 224 points (the existing record was 185 points, which Gretzky had set
the previous year). He eclipsed Phil Esposito's one-season record of 76 goals, scoring an incredible 92 times.
He was awarded the Art Ross scoring trophy, and for the third season in a row, the Hart trophy for Most
Valuable Player. But I remember Gretzky's five-goal night - his 50th in 39 games - in Edmonton and I remember him telling us after such a miraculous game that he'd immediately telephoned his father in Brantford, Ont.
“Dad, it's Wayne,” Gretzky said.
“How'd you guys make out tonight?” Walter Gretzky asked.
“I did it, Dad. Fifty in 39.” And there was a short pause on the phone.
“What took you so long?” he said. And father and son laughed with delight.
The next year - the one the Edmonton Oilers were expected to win the Stanley Cup - I co-authored a book
with Edmonton broadcaster John Short. He would offer readers every one of the Oilers' (and Gretzky's) phenomenal stats from the franchise's first three years in the NHL. I would contribute a section called “Positive
Power,” the story of the team's adherence to Peter Pocklington's “power of positive thinking” regimen. Short
and I would scoop everybody with an overnight book about the new kids on the block on the eve of the Oilers'
first Stanley Cup. Except that it didn't happen that way. Gretzky and the Oilers lost in the play-offs to the Kings,
a team that had finished 48 points behind them in the standings that year.
I came down from that media catwalk and met Gretzky the next year. I was then the co-writer of a weekly
CBC TV variety show - Tommy Banks Live - based in Edmonton. Unlike so many professional athletes who can't
wait to leave town, Gretzky loved Edmonton. He did everything he could for Edmontonians. The next season 1982 - we convinced him to come on one of our regular Wednesday night shows. We even got him to do a
black-out, a kind of quick comedy sketch at the beginning of the show.
The black-out showed Tommy Banks, my co-writer Colin MacLean and I standing in front of a curtain with a
fourth unidentified guy - all of us with our heads buried in newspapers. We all lamented the fact Gretzky was
on another scoring tear, upstaging our Wednesday night broadcasts.
“He did it again last Wednesday night,” Tommy Banks moaned.
“It's been like this all year,” MacLean echoed.
“Yeah,” I sneered, “the so-called Great One.”
“I'll get back at him for upstaging us every Wednesday night,” Banks said finally.
We all turned to the last guy with his head behind a newspaper. Of course, it was Gretzky, who smiled to camera and said, “Somebody mention my name?”
It would take the upstart Oilers another two years to win the Cup. But it didn't matter to me. I had seen (and
reported on) Wayne Gretzky beat the record held previously by Maurice Richard (50 goals in 50 games in
1944-45) and Mike Bossy (50 goals in 50 games 1980-81). Gretzky scored 61 goals in 50 games that 198182 season; he did it again in the 1983-84 season and scored 53 in 50 games in 1984-85. His Dec. 30, 1981,
record still stands.
“Fifty in 39 may be my best record,” Wayne Gretzky commented later in an NHL video. “I think it'll be the
hardest record for someone to beat…”
That's the way his fans look at it too.

When was the last time you had your dentures checked?
We have a denturist on-site and she would be happy to
accommodate all your denture needs.
Other locations to serve you:

25
29Church
TorontoStreet,
StreetSunderland
Uxbridge

STOUFFVILLE

NORTH PORT

SUNDERLAND

705-357-3161
905-852-7382
info@thedentalcentre.ca
info@thedentalcentre.ca
www.thedentalcentre.ca
www.thedentalcentre.ca

15 Ringwood Dr., Stouffville 15930 Old Simcoe Rd., Port Perry 25 Church Street, Sunderland

905-642-5777

905-985-7777

705-357-3161
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Happy Valentines
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Meanwhile,
Back at the Manse
by Barb Pratt
The Burn the Mortgage Campaign: an
Update
When the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society
decided to appeal to the community to help
raise $100,000 in 10 months, we wondered
what the reception would be. Well, we are
surprised -- and delighted!
Keep an eye on the thermometer sign just
erected at the corner of Toronto Street and
Elgin Park Drive (Thanks Shobrook!). Our
campaign has obviously caught the attention
and interest of many people. Cheques for
$1000 have been pouring in, as well as many
cheques for less. Any and all contributions are
appreciated. As you can see from the thermometer, updated January 30, we are well on
our way to our goal.
A lot of the contributions are from individuals, but in many cases families and organizations have come together. One of our
patrons, Arlene Perly Rae, canvassed her
friends and their cheques totalled almost
$2000. We have had cheques from Japan,
from friends all around Ontario and from
charitable foundations.
Onstage Uxbridge has decided to make a
donation. We are hoping service clubs will
consider our cause. We have challenged each
of the book clubs in Uxbridge to collaborate
on a contribution.
If this campaign continues as it has begun,

there is no
doubt the
mortgage on
the historic
Leaskdale
Church will
be burned on
Oct. 13.
And now
another challenge has been
presented to
us.
It has always
been our
intention that
eventually our
organization
would take
over the Manse. We have been working
steadily toward that end for the past few
years. The purchase of the historic Leaskdale
Church has sidelined us financially, absorbing
the better part of our fundraising efforts for
the past four years. Now, with the Township's
proposal of passing the care and operation of
the Manse over to us, we will have to refocus
our thoughts and plans. Negotiations will be
underway. Stay tuned!

Durham Catholic District School Board
Your Designated French Immersion Catholic School
Welcomes You…
www.dcdsb.ca

"Education is not the filling of the pail, but the lighting of a fire" W.B. Yeats

French Immersion (Grade 1) And Extended French (Grade 4)
Registration 2011
On February 22, 2010 the Board of Trustees approved the expansion of our Grade 4 Extended
French Program as well as the introduction of a Grade 1 French Immersion program within the
Durham Catholic District School Board. Parents/Guardians, who are considering enrolling their
child/children in the Grade 1 French Immersion and/or the Grade 4 Extended French program
commencing September 2011, are invited to attend an Information and Application/Registration
Meeting.
Parents/Guardians from the following schools – St. Leo Catholic School and St. Bridget Catholic
School- Brooklin, St. Joseph Catholic School- Uxbridge, Holy Family Catholic SchoolBeaverton, Good Shepherd Catholic School and Immaculate Conception Catholic School- Port
Perry are invited to attend a meeting to be held on:
Wednesday, February 23, 2011 @ 7:00 p.m.
St. Leo Catholic School
120 Watford Street, Brooklin
Principal: Ms. Betty McDonald
Telephone: 905-655-3852
The application process will begin prior to the information meeting at 6:30 p.m. If you have any
questions about the French Immersion and Extended French Programs, please contact Ms.
McDonald, Principal, St. Leo Catholic School.

Paul Pulla, Director of Education

Kathy LeFort, Chair, Board of Trustees
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Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
Men's Breakfast will be this Saturday at 8:30 a.m. at the
church. All are welcome to come for a great breakfast
and fellowship to follow.
Congratulations to Noel and Mariana Honeyford
(Maxey) who were married in Chicago on Saturday, Jan.
8. Best wishes to you both.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to the family, relatives and friends of the late Ruth Windatt (Stiver) of
Beaverton. A service of remembrance was held at the
Mangan Funeral Home on Saturday. Ruth will be
missed.
Congratulations to Ian and Heidi Wilkins on the arrival
of a daughter on Jan. 10. Christine June is a baby sister
for Jennifer, John and Timothy. Best wishes to all.
Congratulations to Susan and Cindy McKnight whose
team played in the 'Scotties' Tour of Hearts Bonspiel at
Thornhill Curling Club last week. They placed fourth in
all of Ontario. Good work!
Leaskdale W.A. will meet on Wednesday, Feb. 16 at
1:30 p.m., in the Fireside Room at the church. All are
welcome to join the ladies.
Pleased to hear that Shirley McKnight has been able to
return home after a lengthy hospital stay. Hope you are
feeling better each day, Shirley.
So the groundhog made his prediction yesterday. Only
time will tell if he is right.
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west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862.

Coming Up
This Weekend...
Sat., Feb. 5, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting
a hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is
a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike or
snowshoe. Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905477-2161.
Sat., Feb. 5 Pond Hockey Hosted
by the Uxbridge Youth Hockey
Association. 2pm – 4pm, Elgin Pond.
Hockey as it was meant to be played outside on the ice. Join us for a fun
afternoon, even if you have never
played (or skated) before.
Sun., Feb. 6 Music Fest @ 10-11
a.m. at Reachview Village. You never
know who will show up and what the
entertainment will be. A wonderful
venue for children to perform! All ages
most welcome. For more info please
contact Jo at 905-852-6487.

Sun., Feb. 6 A small act Film
about random acts of kindness, 1:30
p.m., Mount Albert United Church.
More in next week’s paper.

Next Week...
Tues., Feb. 8 Uxbridge Networking
Group Breakfast - Shiatsu Therapy ,
guest speaker
John
Wilson
8:15am-9:30am
Scrambles in Foxbridge Golf Club.
Wed., Feb. 9 The Uxbridge
Soccer Club will be holding registration for summer soccer at the Uxbridge
Arena Community Centre on: Wed.,
Feb. 9 6:30-8:00 pm; Sat., Feb 12
9am-noon; Sat., Feb 26 11am-1pm,
Tues., March 1 7:00-9:00 pm. More
information can be found at
www.uxbridgesoccerclub.com At the
same time, we will be holding our used
soccer shoe sale from which all proceeds will be donated to the JumpStart
Program.

T h u r s d a y, F e b r u a r y 3 r d 2 0 1 1

Thurs., Feb. 10 USS Science
TALKS Uxbridge Secondary School.
3:00 pm to 4:30 pm. FREE. Invitation
to students grade 6 to 12, parents, staff
and any community members wanting
to attend. Three senior (grade 12 students) will begin: Jeffrey Highet and
Spencer
Richards
on
"Nanotechnology"; Elena Routledge on
"Rocket Propulsion". The feature presentation will be by: Dr. Richard Epp
from The Perimeter Institute for
Theoretical Physics (Waterloo, ON):
Alice and Bob in Wonderland: Are
you ready to question reality?
Fri., Feb. 11 Durham West 4-H Club
roast beef dinner at Utica Hall. Sittings
at 4:40 p.m., 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Call 905-985-1672 to reserve place.
Sat., Feb. 12, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting
a hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is
a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace loop
hike or snowshoe. There are some
hills. Meet at the trail entrance on the

Sat. Feb. 12, 8 PM - Greenbank
Folk Music Society concert: For
Valentine's Day, we will be partying
once again with authentic Cajun music
from Toronto's favourite Louisiana-style
dance band, Swamperella! Tickets
$ 25 from Blue Heron Books.

Upcoming...
Feb. 13-26
Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
From Ryleepuss Productions. See page
2 for more details.
Uxbridge Networking Group Luncheon
- "Success for the Entrepreneur", guest
speaker Bob Shepherd
Fri., Feb 25 Uxbridge Networking
Group Luncheon - "Success for the
Entrepreneur", guest
speaker Bob ShepherdNoon - 1:30pm
meet at Tin Mill Restaurant. Cost is $20
covers lunch Bob will focus on entrepreneurship, something he feels

passionate about. He will provide tips
on how to become a successful
entrepreneur based on his years of
being a business owner many times
over.
Ongoing....
Indoor Farmer’s Market Sundays,
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Uxbridge Seniors
Centre, 75 Marietta St.
Shuffleboard for Seniors Until
Apr. 27, Mon. & Wed. 9 a.m. Ux.
Seniors Centre. All welcome.
Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours
Monday to Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday
12 - 5pm.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing. Proceeds to
Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d
like us to mention, please contact us at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Glenn Gould contemporary Antonin Kubalek dies at 75
By Roger Varley
Canadian classical pianist
Antonin Kubalek, who had
strong Uxbridge connections,
has died at the age of 75.
Mr. Kubalek died in Prague
on Jan. 19 after surgery to
remove a brain tumor.
Born in Czechoslovakia, he
moved to Canada in 1968

and made his debut in his
adopted hometown at the
University of Toronto in
1969.
He taught regularly at the
Royal Conservatory of Music
as well as York University
while touring and making
recordings, two of which
were nominated for Junos in
the 1990s

His connection with
Uxbridge began in the early
1990s when Anne Baker,
currently director of
Uxbridge's Monday Morning
Singers, went to him for
piano lessons.
“Anne invited him to
Uxbridge for dinner and to
meet me,” said her husband,
Tom Baker, director of the

Uxbridge Chamber Choir.
It was at the Baker home
that Mr. Kubalek offered to
perform at a fund-raising
concert for the choir. He also
agreed to become the choir's
honorary patron, replacing
then Lieutenant-Governor
Lincoln Alexander in that
role.
Mr. Kubalek performed

three concerts in Uxbridge
and posters advertising those
concerts have been displayed
at the Hobby Horse Arms
for years. Hobby Horse
owner Jim Byers said the
posters were taken down
recently but they will eventually be put back.
One of Canada's greatest
pianists, Glenn Gould, who
spent time in Uxbridge as a
child and still has family
here, was an ardent supporter
and produced one album
with Mr. Kubalek, released in
1974.
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Bruins lower the boom on Port Perry MoJacks
By Roger Varley
Scott Van Allen and Jayson Heydon
both scored hat-tricks and Nick
Kucera and Derek Davis each racked
up five points Friday night as the
Uxbridge Bruins handed the Port
Perry MoJacks an 11-0 thrashing at
the arena.
The Bruins took the lop-sided victory, even though they were four
men short, because they executed
well in every department. The
offence was obviously motoring in
high gear, the defence was strong and
goalie Chris Seiler was sharp.
Although the score would indicate
little in the way of a Port Perry
attack, Seiler was called on a number
of times to make big saves.
On top of that, however, the Bruins
also did the little things well. They
killed off 11 MoJacks power plays
while scoring four power-play goals

of their own, the defence cleared
their zone efficiently and the passing
was crisp and accurate.
The Bruins opened the game with
two power-play markers in the first
period, with Van Allen scoring what
proved to be the game-winner, assisted by Davis and Kucera.
In the second period, the team
added five more goals. In the third,
the Bruins appeared to be easing up
on their opponents but still came
away with four more goals.
On top of his hat-trick, Van Allen
also had an assist. Kucera scored and
had four assists and Davis had five
assists.
Other goal scorers were Evan Haga
with two, Robert Posteraro and Matt
Allen.
Following the game, coach and
general manager Matt Muir was
delighted with his team's performance.

“Right now, we're focused on the
playoffs and we have to find something to play for every night now
because we're home in first,” he said.
“We're not focusing on getting those
two points, we're focused on doing
the small things right and not getting
into bad habits.”
Muir also gave credit to the defensive squad, noting he only had four
defencemen on the bench, including
Patrick Degerdon, who has seen limited action in the last two months.
Prior to Friday night's game, forward Kyle Northover skated with the
team during the warm-up, but did
not return to the bench for the
game.
Muir said Northover, who suffered
a serious leg injury in late October,
has been skating daily for the last
couple of weeks, noting that
Northover could be back in the lineup as early as Sunday night when the

Bruins face the MoJacks in Port
Perry for the final game of the regular season.
“It's up to him, as soon as he's
ready and physically set to go,” said
Muir.
Asked if he was going to have a
problem fitting Northover back into
the lineup - (Northover's line mates
Davis and Van Allen have been clicking nicely with Haga) - Muir said it
was the kind of problem he likes to
have.
“If trying to fit him into the lineup
is a problem, I'll take that problem,”
he said. “We're going to ease him
back in and see how he goes. As long
as we keep rolling in the playoffs,
I'm not going to shake things up too
much, but he's going to play a role.
The Bruins are back in action
tomorrow night after a week off.
They face the Little Britain
Merchants at the arena at 7:45 p.m.

Local teen skier 'racing' to Canada Winter Games this month
By Veronica Blake

Despite a winter fraught with
snow-squalls and white-out conditions, one Goodwood teen will
miss the snow in the spring.
Mary Beth Hemphill began skiing at the age of three between her
parents' legs at Osler Bluff Ski
Club in Collingwood. Now 16
years old, she is a member of The

Alpine Ontario Ski Team and will
be competing at The Canada
Winter Games in Halifax at the
end of February.
“I'm really excited when I'm able
to ski here at home when there's
snow on the ground,” Ms.
Hemphill said. “I'm always sad in
the spring when it starts to melt.”
The Canada Games are held
every four years, alternating

between winter and summer
games. The competition began in
1967 for young athletes across the
country to compete against one
another.
The only-child began racing competitively at 11 years old. While
her training has taken her to New
Zealand, Austria and Switzerland,
this will be her first time skiing on
the east coast.
Her father, Andy
Hemphill, encourages her
passion for the sport and
the opportunity to compete
at the Canada Games.
“It's a unique opportunity,
because even though she
travels a lot, it's very seldom you get a cross-country level of competition,”
he said. “They gel more as
colleagues than as competitors. These experiences
really resonate.”
Ms. Hemphill is one of
the youngest skiers training
with a group of 16-20 year
olds. And training doesn't
stop when the snow melts;
she spends her summers at
the gym and travelling to
ski slopes around the
world.
“I really enjoy the process
of training and seeing the
improvements I'm making
in my skiing,” she said.
“It's a good challenge to
train against and race and
see how you can rank
against the people more
experienced than you.”
Ms. Hemphill attends Bill

Crothers High School in
Unionville, a unique school for
young athletes that accommodates
her training and competing schedules. And even though she misses
60 to 80 school days each year, she
remains an honour-roll student.
In fact, the Uxbridge Public
School graduate missed most
Thursdays and Fridays in her final
years in the French Immersion
program. For her parents - both
teachers - education was not negotiable.
“We will not let her educational
opportunities fall by the wayside,”
Mr. Hemphill said. “If she pursues
skiing, knocking on the door of
the national team and going to the
2018 Olympics, then the job is
keeping both doors open.”
Ms. Hemphill says she'll continue
racing for as long as she loves it.

Her goal is to go to college for
kinesiology and ski for the national
team.
But as for Olympic aspirations,
she says, “2014 is way too close to
look at, to be a goal.”

Lisa Ritchie Brooks
Certified General Accountant

• Personal & Corporate
Tax Returns
• Financial Statement Preparation
• Bookkeeping and Accounting

905.862.3393
Cemetery Road, Uxbridge
lisabrookscga@powergate.ca

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

Tight on
money?
Need repairs?

905-852-5313

Call
Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

F&R
We fix only what is needed, with
the lowest shop rate around.
WINDSHIELDS FROM $200!
F&R Exhaust and Auto Specialists
5272 Aurora Road, Ballantrae

905-640-1044

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

LIVING ROOM
DINING ROOM
BEDROOM
FURNITURE TOO!!
9269
3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

Helping you be ready for life!
Best 5 year GIC rate

UPRIGHT

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ϯ͘ϯϱй
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RRSP OR TFSA?
We can help you make the
right choice. Call today.

E VANS FINANCIAL SERVICE S
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

“ More than anything
else, put God’s work first
and do what he wants.”
- Matthew 6:33
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Classified
FOR SALE: KAWAI Organ and bench. Apt size. $50. Call 905-985-8027
after 6pm.
WANTED: Full time, live-in caregiver for senior couple; $10.25 per hour
for 40 hours/week. Must be able to work flexible hours and weekends.
Related experience an asset. Applicant to reside in private household in
Uxbridge for duration of employment. $85.25 per week for room and
board will be deducted from pay. Please email resume to uxbridgecaregiver@yahoo.ca.
WESTERN RIDING LESSONS on some of Canada's top Reining
Horses. Safe, quiet, been there-done that animals. Great for building
confidence. More info mstg21@hotmail.com or (905)642-5145 Randy
or Monique.
PRIVATE SALE Student Rental House for sale in Peterborough, great
location. Four bedrooms and a small apartment easily rented to Trent students. On the Rotary trail and very close to 2 bus routes and downtown.
Open House on Saturday Jan 22 noon till 4pm. $219 000. 905 852
3972.
WANTED Wooden TV stand. Must be able to support a 46" TV. 905-8521899.
CHINCHILLA FOR GOOD HOME: Niko was rescued as a baby from a
local animal shelter. She in now two+ years old and is looking for a new
home. She comes complete with her cage, food, and all accessories.
Serious inquires may call to meet her. Brenda 705-228-1186.
GENTLE YOGA Wednesday afternoons from 1:15-2:15PM at NRG4Life,
85 Second Avenue. Give it a try! Everyone welcome. For info, 905-8521099 or jillwatson3@gmail.com
PILOGA CLASSES Thursday evenings from 7-8PM at Goodwood
Community Centre. Friday mornings from 9:30-10:30AM at NRG4Life,
85 Second Avenue. Enjoy this unique and gentle class combining pilates
and yoga. Beginners welcome! Bring your yoga mat. For info, 905852-1099 or jillwatson3@gmail.com
LIVE-IN NANNY AVAILABLE: Full-time (40-44hrs/wk); already has
visa to work in Canada. Over 2 yrs experience within Canada, looking to
stay in the Uxbridge area. Lori at (416) 201-2647 for further details.
BELLY DANCING CLASSES: Tues 10:15-11:15AM, Tues 8-9PM, Wed
8-9PM, Fri 5:30-6:30. Testa Professional building suite 100B 647-4441828 or e-mail fun.fab.fit@gamil.com. FREE CLASS TUES FEB 15 10:1511:15AM & 8-9PM.
FOR SALE: 1995 Polaris 440 indy, 40th anniversary edition, 2900 orig.
miles, electric start, liquid cooled, reverse, studded, heated grips, rear
hitch. $1650, 705-228-8234.
FOR SALE: Sears pull out sofa bed. About 8 years old & rarely used. In
new condition, no signs of wear or stains. Light blue and white square
pattern. Comes with cushions as well. Paid $1200 sell for $150 firm. 905852-7442.
FLORIDA RENTAL: Two bedroom villa in beautiful quiet Englewood.
Located in nature sanctuary with boat docks leading to the intercoastal.
Two kms to Englewood beach and close to shopping and restaurants.
Sleeps 4, two bathrooms, heated pool, wireless internet, all you need are
clothes. Available April. $2000/month. 905-852-2524 for details.
FULL TIME LIVE-IN CAREGIVER required for an elderly, mobile
woman in lovely Uxbridge accommodations. Please send your resume to:
Box 66, Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1M6.
FOR SALE TO A GOOD HOME: White male Shi-poo puppy (shitzu/poodle cross). One year old, needs to go to a new home very soon.
Has all shots and vaccinations up to date. Very affectionate, excellent
with children and has a good temperament. 905 852 5666, or 416 526
3241.
FOR SALE: Corner office/computer desk with large work station. Wood
grain, 2 drawers with filing cabinet and shelves. Easy to assemble. Can email picture on request. $150. 905-242-0908.
FOR SALE: Glider rocking chair and matching gliding foot rest, oak with
green cushions and padded arms. Used in nursery asking $75. 905 862
0648
FOR SALE: Large 3 seater sofa, green with oak, ball style feet. Solid
wood frame. $75, 905 862 0648.
FOR SALE: Sony stereo system STR - AVW1070 tuner, dual tape deck
and CD player) with speakers $50 905 862 0648.
FREE: Chest freezer (HotPoint) in good working condition. You pick up.
905-852-0158.
FOR SALE: Beautiful lady's kunzite and diamond ring. With written
appraisal of $2400, asking $700. Perfect condition. Call 905-8529222.
FOR SALE: Mustang Floater Jacket 2XL Red/Black/White $79. Hall Tree
w/lift up seat $150. Antique Wall Mirror - White $75. 905-852-4653.
AFTER SCHOOL CARE REQUIRED: I am looking for someone to pick
up my children from QVPS after school, bring them home and stay a couple hours 3 days a week. High school student or retiree. Must be good
with kids and have references. Kathy at 416-628-1041 for more details.
WANTED: Plastic chair mat for use on carpet, Comfortable reading chair,
Juicer. Sean at 416-689-8980 (Uxbridge).
HELP WANTED: Uxbridge Retail Furniture Store looking for responsible
and mature Full time/Part time sales staff. Some evenings and weekends
required. Please mail resumes to: P.O. Box 640, Uxbridge, ON. L9P 1A0.
WANTED TO RENT: Apartment in the Uxbridge area. One or two bedroom, in town or within 15 minutes. We have a very well behaved black
lab dog who would come with us. We both work full time, no kids. Dog
will go to work with me every day. Around $800/month. Ready to move
in now! Contact Yvette 905-490-8064 (days) or Jeff 905-955-7690
(evenings).
FOR SALE: Portable fish finder (Eagle Ultra) with ice fishing adapter.

Exc. Cond. Asking $60. 905-852-9235.
FREE TO A GOOD HOME: Used stove and TV in working condition. Pick
up required. 905-852-5115.
FREE RIDING LESSONS! Springwood Stables is offering a "pay for
three, get one free" deal. We teach beginners right through to advanced
on well trained horses and ponies. 6 years and upward. We have spots for
all levels of riders available, including spots on our 2011 showing team.
For more information or to book your lessons please contact Dee 905852-4000.
CLEAN SWEEP CLEANING: Residential/Commercial. Free estimates,
references and bonded. "A clean environment says it all!" 905 9600523/905 473-1907 or email tw-cleansweep@hotmail.com
HELP WANTED: Local private horse farm seeks barn help for Saturday
mornings. View details at www.horsejobs.ca JOB ID#645.
COMMERCIAL OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE FOR RENT on second floor
in Sunderland. Completely renovated with up to 960 sq ft available.
Separate entrance, will renovate to suit. Great exposure. Suitable for
lawyer, real estate, accountant etc? Includes private kitchen and bathroom. 705-357-3238.
FOR SALE: Women’s black leather jacket, never worn. Size medium.
$100 obo. 905-852-6835.
FOR SALE: 6 ft. sliding door, new condition, never installed. Also pool
cover new in package, 16’ x 32’. 905-852-7395.
WANTED: Dry firewood - got any stockpiled you’re just never goiung to
use? 905-852-7395.
FOR SALE: Stairmaster exercise machine. 1-705-357-2895.
FOR SALE: Farm machinery and truck health and safety welding books,
c. 1978. 905-852-4703.
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL, GOOD OR NOT.
Appliances, air conditioners, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQ's, computers, plumbing fixtures, pianos, cars, trucks,
boats, trailors, tractors, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles etc.etc.etc. NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL WE TAKE IT ALL! We also clean
out sheds, garages, barns, stores, factories. (905)952-9844 (24hrs) /
(905)473-1907.
YOUNG PROFESSIONAL looking for apartment to rent. Up to $900 a
month. 705-321-0085.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge 2 bdrm townhouse Feb 1. New paint and carpets.
$1025 plus utilities per month. 905-852-0172.
CELL PHONE FOUND on 31 Dec on Elgin Pond Rd. Please call 905-8523222 to give description and retrieve the phone.
DO SOMETHING SPECIAL WITH YOUR VALENTINE! Nature's
Accolade is offering couples massage. Learn the art of massage on your
partner. Each person will get a one hour massage, and a one hour lesson,
on how to please your partner. 905 825 7733. Gift Certificates are
available.
UXBRIDGE HOUSE FOR RENT: Brand new Coral Creek home, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, Napoleon gas fireplace, all new stainless steel appliances, tastefully decorated, backs onto forest, walk to schools. A must see.
905-862-0425.
FOR SALE: ProForm treadmill, 2.5 hp, power incline 10 km max speed,
preset programs and counters. Folds up for storage. Owners manual and
safety key incl. $300. Recumbant bike $75. (905)649-0219.
FOR SALE: Kenmore 80 series dryer and 90 series washer both are
heavy duty super capacity. Can deliver $200. 905 852 7349.
FOR SALE: Antique 1950 RCA Victrola Radio-Phonograph. Model RCA
Victor 9W95. Have manual and original bill of sale.
$100. 905 852 7349.
FOR SALE: Samsung 53" TV, model PCL5415R. Best offer 905 852
7349.
FOR SALE: 1973 Volkswagen convertible beetle. Saturn yellow, white
top and interior. 1600cc, 4 speed manual. Restored 6 years ago by Air
Cooled Classics. $16,000. 905. 852 7349.
FREE: Win tickets to Kidsfest, Baby & Kids Show and more, www.themomsquad.ca
WORKING MOTHER WITH CHILD looking to partner with 'same' to
jointly rent a home in Uxbridge area. Leave message 416 540 1799.
CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHER seeks interesting people to take photo's
of. Any other questions or comments can be sent to my email. faithphotography@live.ca
JUST IN TIME FOR VALENTINE'S: Brand new. Neon signs(figures).
Two hearts with an arrow through them $15. Also 4Ft Cupid with drawn
bow and arrow $25. 905 8521084.
HURRY BEFORE THE NEXT SNOWFALL: Electric snowblower
(broom) Lightweight,manoeuverable yet strong $25. 905 852 1084.
FOR SALE: Wheelbarrow steel tray & handles. Sturdy $25 905 852
1084.
FOR SALE: XBOX360, must sell, headset, cordless control, 5 games,
$250 OBO. 905 852 5649.
GREENHOUSES FOR SALE: 18ftx200ft $1300. Won't last,
phone: 416-705-9993.
ROOM AVAILABLE TO RENT IMMEDIATELY. Large Room, woman
preferred. Must See. (in Uxbridge). 905-852-9178.
BUNGALOW WANTED: Do you want to sell your home? Nice
Uxbridge couple, "empty nesters" looking for 2-3 bedroom bungalow,
double garage, fenced yard (for 2 nice Uxbridge dogs). Please call Cathy
@ 416-989-6963.
LOVING HOME WANTED for shy, pure white mother cat, 1 yr old and
very playful daughter 7 mths old. Need to go together, adorable pair, to
good home. 905 852 1814.
FOR SALE: Universal Weight Lifting/Fitness Machine, professional

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129
Snow Clearing

RIGHT HAND
MAN
Uxbridge - Cell

647-333-7746
SNOW CLEARING

Your Best Man
for the Job!
www.myrighthandman.ca
grade, great shape. Chrome w black padding. Very large - too big for
house now! 4'x4'(w)x7'(h) square cube with 6 weight stacks (multiple
people can lift/exercise at the same time) Leg ext, leg curl, incline situp bench, bench press, pec deck, lat pull down, seated row. 905 862
0684.
FOR SALE: L shaped desk, light brown melamine and dark green, keyboard drawer only, $30. 905 852-4180 Lynda or Don.
LADIES, do you feel a cancer support group would be helpful to you?
Please join us for lunch, first Friday each month, 12 noon at Jersey’s. For
info, call Kathy Atn 905-852-7292.
A BETTER LIFE: PSW or home care available, six years experience,
legal reference check, first aid, CPR, certified, Debra 905-862-3890.
FULL TIME CLEANING PERSON required to clean offices and show
room, located at Hwy 47 & York/Durham town line. 8:00am to 5:00pm
Monday to Friday. Please call 905-640-1928.
FOR SALE: 1 Male St. Bernard puppy left. $1000. Jack Russel puppies.
$500. Green houses 27 X 96 good for hay storage. Grain bins. 5000
bushel. Full floor- 1100 bushel with augers and fans. $5000 for all. Call
905-473-1249.
WANTED, DEAD OR ALIVE: Your old Appliances. Free Pick Up.
Uxbridge Area. 905-852-4653.
FOR SALE: 8' x 10' wool aztec carpet. Cream color with brown, green
flecks, very neutral. Braided borders, clean and in excellent condition.
$80.00. Call 905-852-2524.
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL, GOOD OR NOT.
Appliances, air conditioners, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQ's, computers, plumbing fixtures, pianos, cars, trucks,
boats, trailors, tractors, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles etc.etc.etc. NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL WE TAKE IT ALL! We also clean
out sheds, garages, barns, stores, factories. (905)952-9844 (24hrs) /
(905)473-1907.
FOR SALE: 7 piece dining set (5 foot table with 6 chairs) $100, 7 piece
dining set (6 foot table with 6 chairs) $75, white wicker corner shelf unit
$50, white metal head and footboard for double bed $25, Fisher Price
laugh and learn with slide $20. (905) 852 9952.
NEED SOME DIRECTION OR GUIDANCE? FREE 'Life, Career & Life
Purpose Coaching' being offered by professionally trained Life Coach in
Uxbridge gathering information for thesis research. Sessions are by
phone unless in-person meeting is required. Complete confidentiality.
Limited spots. Call (647) 722-4960.
FOR SALE: 10 Gallon aquarium with all accessories heater, pump, filter,
gravel, car, lobster, plants, light and stand alone was $80 new. $100 for
all. Ron 905 852 7349.
FREE PICKUP of working or not working appliances. Fridges, Stoves,
Washers, Dryers and Freezers Also any aluminum, copper, brass and car
batteries. Call 905-985-6625.
FOR SALE: Dinette Table - birch, 4 wicker chairs, glass insert top.
Excellent condition. $150. 905-852-5167.
HANDY MAN services available to do all kinds of work, no job too
small, no job too big. Very experienced ....... please call Neil at 905-9602675.
FOR SALE: 1991 Yamaha Phazer II descent shape, Runs good, Needs
brake cable, $600 o.b.o. (416) 274-1901.
FREE: 32" RCA TV with a flat screen in good shape. Please call 852-5829.
FOR RENT: Udora. Clean and cozy lower unit. Fully renovated, 2 bedrooms, full bath, gorgeous big kitchen adjacent to living/family room
with wood stove. Fridge, stove, washer/dryer, fully fenced yard. Utilities
included. $1100/month. Come home to the Country! Call Sharon at 705
228-8202. Good credit a must.
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Loving Mother of 2 has 2 Full Time and 1 part
time spot available for your child. CPR and first aid, crafts, lrg outdoor
fenced yard, lunch & snacks. Located in Zephyr Debbie @ 905-4731988.

CLASSIFIEDS
FREE FOR 3 WEEKS!
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Innovative thinking included in Abacus Brain Study program
As 16 year old Michael
Hardock started teaching the
ABS (Abacus Brain Study)
Program in Uxbridge last
summer, students were completing their first of the 10
levels of the program last
month.
The uniqueness of the ABS
program is in the training of
students on mental arithmetic based on the principles
of abacus calculation. In
combining with the training

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Kiss Me Kate. Last week’s viewpoint
(below) is the sign of The Passionate Cook’s Essentials
beneath the Tin Mill; it was guessed by Wendy Tims of
Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer for the upper photo next
week. Photos by Conrad Boyce and Renee Leahy.

in high speed listening, the
ABS program helps students
to achieve the “Super
Learning State” by exercising
both the left and right brain.
All students can achieve calculation speeds previously
only achievable by math
geniuses.
Benefits of ABS training
include improvements in
focus and concentration,
promotion of creativity,
faster and more intuitive
thinking, increase in memory
capacity, building confidence
and enhanced learning ability. Whether students are
struggling at school or are A

students in Math, if they are
dedicated to the ABS program, dramatic improvement
and experience of the full
benefits is guaranteed.
Information sessions and free
trial lessons are being offered
to parents and their children.

The ABS program was
established in 1995 in
Markham. Over the years,
they have trained over 4,000
students through their 12
locations in Canada and the
United States. An official
grand opening of the new

CIVILIAN HEROES

BOLSTER

ABS Uxbridge location at 92
Brock Street West took place
on Jan. 22.
For more information,
contact Annie Hardock at
905-852-6677 or
e-mail:
abacus@uxbridge.com .

A Small Act
of Kindness
Have you ever been the
recipient of a random act of
kindness by someone you
didn’t know?
Vicki Pinkerton, inspired
by the 2010 documentary
film a small act has payed for
the licensing fee to have one
showing of the movie in
Mount Albert.
The story of one random
act of kindness that changed
a young boy's world has been
called by Roger Ebert one of
the 10 best documentaries of
2010.
The screening will be this
Sunday at 1:30 pm. in the
basement of the Mount
Albert United Church.
For further info or advance
tickets, email vickipinkerton@gmail.com or call 905473-1284

Uxbridge residents Brittany and Ryan
Dagnall (top) and Richard LaForest
and Craig Metzing (bottom) received
civilian recognition awards from
Durham Regional Police last week for
their assistance is the arrest of impaired
drivers on Townshiop roads. Awarding
the certificates were Mayor Gerri-Lynn
O’Connor and Staff Inspector Brian
Fazackerley. Photos by Veronica Blake

TRY OUR STORE-MADE NITRITE-FREE ALL-BEEF BOLOGNA
ON SALE THIS WEEK, ONLY 49 CENTS PER 100 GRAMS!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Limousine Service

bolsterlimo@rogers.com

705-513-1222
Travel in Luxury!
Weddings, Special Events, So Much More!

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

Fri., Feb. 4
BRUINS vs.
Little Britain

"Recognizing
local charity
Precious Minds"

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com
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Learn your lessons well before buying a schoolhouse for a home
By Veronica Blake
When the Pickering Town Centre
opened near their Bay Ridges home
in 1972, Gisela Fisher's young son
asked permission to walk to the mall
alone.
“My husband said, 'You've got to
be kidding! We're moving out of
town!'”
Her husband looked at several
houses, but he always wanted an old
schoolhouse, Mrs. Fisher said.
“I didn't really want to buy it, my
husband wanted it,” she said. “We
looked for seven years. It wasn't continuous, but every spring he went for
a few rides to look around.”
After the mall opened, they began
searching in earnest, looking as far
north as Beaverton. Finally, in 1973,
the Fishers moved into the former
Roseville School. But Mrs. Fisher
was never keen on the idea.
“I was very reluctant,” she said. “I
had to uproot the two boys from
school. They were into baseball and
soccer and there weren't any organized teams here at the time, except
for hockey, of course. I had to leave
my friends behind and there was no
shopping in the area.”
The first school in the township
was built in 1817. By the turn of the
20th century, there were 11 oneroom schoolhouses in the former
Scott Township. Early schools were
made of log, eventually replaced by
frame-schools, then brick. Some

schools expanded to two rooms to
accommodate an influx of students,
but in 1967 the Scott Central School
opened and the one-room schools
closed. The township put the schools
up for sale, with the exception of the
Zephyr School, which was closed in
1983.
Uxbridge historian and former
museum curator Allan McGillivray
attended the Townline School at
Concession 7 and Ashworth Road in
the late 1940s. In his book, Decades
of Harvest, he chronicles the history
of the one-room school in the former Scott Township. Prior to the
1960s, each individual schoolhouse
had a board of three trustees.
Eventually, the one-room schoolhouses gave way to larger public
schools serving wider areas.
“It has to do with money,” Mr.
McGillivray said. “The trend of bigger is better.”
Mr. McGillivray believes the nostalgia and architecture of the one-room
school house motivate many to purchase them as homes. He himself
lives in the former Presbyterian
church in Zephyr. While renovations
and additions are necessary to turn a
schoolhouse into a liveable space, the
majority of homeowners have kept
the exteriors intact.
“The school I went to looks nothing like a school today,” Mr.
McGillivray said. 'It's unrecognizable. It bothers me a little bit to see
the building changed and altered.”

But converting a schoolhouse into
a home is no easy endeavour. The
Fishers purchased the home from
another family, who owned it for a
year before running out of money
for the necessary upgrades.
Renovations included a sitting room,
a kitchen, two bedrooms and two
bathrooms. They also purchased an
additional 1.5 acres to accommodate
a garage and a barn.
“We loved it here,” Mrs. Fisher
said. “The kids grew up here. It was
a nice place to raise a family. But
now that my husband's passed away,
I feel very isolated. Now that I'm a
senior, I really feel cut off from
everything.”
Privacy and trespassing are major
issues for many of the owners. Many
declined to be interviewed, weary of
the attention their private homes
have received from the public.
Former students and curious onlookers alike have come in droves over
the years to take photographs of the
Roseville School.
“It used to be awful,” Mrs. Fisher
said. “One day, I was outside in the
barn and somebody walked into the
house as my husband was sleeping. It
was terrible: they thought it was
open house. The first few years we
put up with it, but then we decided,
it's not fair. It's not public property,
at least not anymore. It was interesting living here, put it that way.”

These are some of the old one-room schoolhouses that are
now private residences in Uxbridge township.

