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CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN - The Mother Abbess (Cadina Meadus) encourages Maria (Kimberley Ramon): "You have to find the life you were born
to live!” in this scene from the Ryleepuss Production of The Sound of Music, continuing this weekend and next at the Music Hall. For box office details,
see page 7.
Photo by Stuart Blower
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for February
Monday, February 20th
Family Day - No Meeting
Tuesday, February 21st
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Monday, February 27th
COUNCIL
7:00 p.m.

PUBLIC TENDER
TENDER #U12-01
TREE REMOVAL
Tenders are invited for the supply of all
labour, equipment and material necessary to perform tree removal for specified roadside trees.
Tender forms may be picked up at the
Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office
at 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario during business hours 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Tender closing: Tuesday, February 21,
2012 at 2:00 p.m. local time.

HAPPY FAMILY DAY! - Please visit
w w w.town.uxbridge.on.ca Community
Events Calendar for a complete listFamily
Day activities!
FOUND - SET OF KEYS
A set of keys were found in the Albert Street
parking lot between King Henry Arms and the
CIBC on Mon. Feb 6. For more information
contact the Township Office.

VOLUNTEERS

OF

UXBRIDGE!

Volunteers Needed for:
• BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF
NORTH DURHAM, Annual Chicken
Wing and Pizza Night, Port Perry:
Saturday February 25
• BARTON FARMS ANNUAL EASTER
EGG HUNT: Sunday April 8th
• UXBRIDGE HALF MARATHON:
Sunday April 22nd
• RELAY FOR LIFE, Elgin Park: Friday
June 8th and 9th
For more information on each event or to
register as a Volunteer of Uxbridge, please
contact
Rebecca
Harman
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca 905-852-7831
or follow us on Twitter @VolunteersUX

THE TOWNSHIP
OF UXBRIDGE
NOW CONDUCTS
CIVIL WEDDING CEREMONIES.
If you would like to use
these services,
please contact the
Clerk's Department, by visiting
51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge or by calling
905-852-9181.

T h u r s d a y, F e b r u a r y 1 6 t h 2 0 1 2
The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

WINTER ICE CONDITIONS
ELGIN POND
The Township of Uxbridge will be
testing the ice conditions at Elgin Pond
throughout the winter:
No Flags - We have not started to test
Red Flags - Ice is not safe to be on
Yellow Flags - Skate with caution
Please keep away from water inlets and outlets as ice thickness is compromised. Please
note: Flags are located at the North End of
Elgin Pond.
Stormwater Management Facilities
Please keep off of all stormwater management facilities. Water levels fluctuate at
these facilities and these facilities are not
safe for skating or other activities.

FROM THE TAX OFFICE...
2012 Interim Tax Bills
All 2012 Interim Tax Bills have now been
mailed. The FIRST INSTALMENT is due and
payable on or before February 29, 2012 and
the SECOND INSTALMENT is due and
payable on or before Friday, April 30, 2012.
Please pay promptly to avoid penalty.
Penalty/interest of 1.25% is added on the first
day of default and the first day of each calendar
month thereafter. Failure to receive a Tax
Notice does not excuse the taxpayer from
responsibility for payment of taxes nor liability
for any penalty or interest due to late payments.
The penalty/interest charges cannot be waived
or reduced by the Tax Department or Council
for any reason.
Tax payments can be made by the following:
In person by Interac, Cheque or Cash, by Mail
(Post-dated cheques are accepted), telephone
& Internet banking, drop box, or at most financial institutions.
If you did not receive your 2012 Interim Tax
Bill, please call the Tax Department at 905-8529181 ext. 211. If a tax receipt for Income Tax
purposes is required for any previous year's
taxes, a fee of $10.00 plus HST will be
charged.
2012 Request for Reconsideration
The deadline to file a Request for
Reconsideration with MPAC for the 2012 taxation year is APRIL 2, 2012. Forms are available
by calling MPAC at 1-866-296-6722 or through
their website at www.mpac.ca.
2011 Vacancy Rebate Applications
2011 Rebate Applications for the 2011 taxation
year for vacancies in Commercial and
Industrial properties must be submitted by
February 28, 2012. The “Vacancy Rebate
Application Form” and the “Vacancy Rebate
Eligibility Criteria” is listed on our website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca,
under
“Departments”, “Treasury”.
2012 Dog Tags
The running at large of dogs within the
Township of Uxbridge is prohibited. Every
owner of a dog in the Township of Uxbridge
shall register such dog with the license issuer
and procure a dog license and dog tag at the
following prescribed fees:
Neutered or spayed dogs: $20.00
Unaltered dogs: 1st dog $30.00
2nd dog $35.00
3rd dog $40.00
2012 Dog Tags are available at: Township of
Uxbridge Municipal Office, Pet Valu, Uxbridge
Veterinary Clinic and Scugog - Uxbridge Animal
Shelter.

CALLING ALL BUSKERS,
WANDERING MINSTRELS
AND MAGICIANS!!
The Canada Day Committee is looking
for local people willing to showcase their
talent during the Canada Day Family
Celebrations this July 1st, 2012. The
hours involved are between 5:00 and
9:00 p.m.; there may be an honorarium
for the participants chosen. If you are
seriously interested in performing on
Canada Day, the Committee would like
to see a short audition. To arrange a
time for this audition please phone
Debbie Dickie at 905-852-5040.

BOARD APPOINTMENT
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge
is now inviting applications from members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of Uxbridge and
wish to have their names considered for
appointment to the Uxbridge Music Hall
Board.
Any persons interested in offering their
services by accepting an appointment to
this Board are invited to submit a letter of
interest to the undersigned by Thursday,
February 23rd, 2012.
Any questions regarding this appointment may be directed to:
Uxbridge Music Hall Board
905-852-9181
c/o Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1
Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

UXBRIDGE INDOOR WALKING TRAIL

Want to stay active during the winter months?

INDOOR WALKING TRAIL!

Walk the Indoor Trail , in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School
Monday and Wednesday evenings
November 2/11 ± April 30/12

Indoor Trail
is open from
6:00 ± 8:00School
p.m.
Where:
Uxbridge
Secondary
:DONQ¶7DONIRU7HHQV± 7:00 p.m.
When: Monday and Wednesdays, 6-8pm
Volunteers Needed! Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831
Open until the end of April
Annual fee of $25 - sign up at Uxpool or at the door
Cost: Drop
inNofee
ofchildren
$2 or
membership
$25
fee for
under
12
Please use the doors on the east side of the school

Register
any Monday
Wednesday
evening,
and
please
Bring comfortable
indoor or
shoes
for walking ±
cloak room
available
All welcome
under
mustside
be accompanied
by an adult
use the± children
doors on
the12east
of the school.
No running, walking poles or strollers

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL-Q12-02

HORSE AND WAGON RIDES DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE
Request for Proposal packages may be picked up at
Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South for the provision
of Horse and Wagon Rides in Downtown Uxbridge
for the 2012 Summer and Fall Seasons.
Sealed proposals will be accepted until Tuesday,
February 28th, 2012 at 2:00 pm. Lowest or any quote
not necessarily accepted.
Debbie Leroux
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
• SPRING PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES: Sign-ups for ALL
programs opens on MARCH 5 @10:00AM.
WIGGLES'N'GIGGLES, ages 2 1/2 - 3 1/2, accomp. by
adult. Cost: $20.00 for four classes. Choose Mondays
Apr. 2,16,30 & May 7 OR Tuesdays Apr. 3, 17, May 1 & 8.
Stories, games and craft activities conducted by E.C.E.
staffer, Cathy Reesor. Please note that we are unable to
accommodate other siblings, in fairness to all participants.
MUSICAL MOMENTS, ages 6-18 mos. 10:15-10:45 am;
ages 19-36+ mos. 11:00-11:30am. Both groups with adult
accomp. Cost: $50.00/eight classes. Thursdays April 5May 31/8 classes (miss May10).
• RRSP TIPS Thur. Feb. 23, 7:30 pm. Free
The countdown to retirement CAN be a smooth ride! Find
out if you're getting the FULL benefit with your RRSPs.
Consider attending if you want to reduce taxes, stop providing the government with an annual interst free loan,
increase your take home pay and prevent inflation erosion.
Call Investors Group at 905-852-3201, x 257 to sign up, as
seating is limited.
• FAMILY MOVIES AT THE LIBRARY. Start time : 1:30
pm. Cost: $2.00 Sign up now or come a little early to pay
at the door. Feel free to bring pillows for children wishing
to sit on the floor! Water and popcorn available too for
$1.00 each.
Sat. Feb. 25 Happy Feet 2
• CELEBRATION CUPCAKES… Fri. Feb. 24, 11:00am4:00pm. Drop in and enjoy a treat, along with a hot or cold
beverage as part of our 125th. anniversary celebrations!
• SPRING BREAK PROGRAMS…
Friday March 9, all day DROP IN DAY: Hurrah-time to
read! Visit the library at the very start of the vacation for
books, magazines and movies for family show times! A
great place for the whole gang to browse and relax together at no cost!
Tuesday March 13, 10:00am-3:00pm THE BROOK
NEVER SLEEPS: Ages 10 & up. No charge. 'Hands on'
eco-workshop in partnership with the Uxbridge Youth
Centre. Video presentation, lunch and stream study closeup! Bring warm clothes and BOOTS. PRE-REGISTRATION necessary at the UYC in person or call 905-8623456.
Wednesday March 14, 2:00-3:00pm ALLIGATOR PIE
AND MORE: grades JK-SK. Cost: $3.50 Interactive fun
with poetry from Dennis Lee's delightful collection including 'Jelly Belly' and 'Garbage Delight'. Music also with JoJo the clown. Pre-register now in person at the Uxbridge
Library, with payment in cash or by cheque.
Thursday March 15, 10:00am-5:00pm BABYSITTER
TRAINING: Grades 5-8. Cost: $75.00 Course designed to
increase confidence to stay at home alone, as well as the
experience to care for other young children on own! Also
some basic C.P.R. Bring along a nut-free lunch, and a lifesize doll or teddy bear for practice! Snacks, a handbook,
certificate and wallet card included. SIGN UP NOW at the
library with payment in cash or by cheque. Spaces limited.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 2012
WOODEN STICKS
COCKTAIL HOUR 6-7:00 pm &
3 COURSE DINNER to follow
LIVE BIG BAND: “HOT AIR”
DANCING and SILENT AUCTION
GUEST AUTHORS
Tickets available at the adult desk - $95.00 each.

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747

Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081

Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683

BOOK LOVER'S
BALL AND BENEFIT

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Uxbridge Arts Association: . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Am I Wrong?
There's been a
change in me
During the last few weeks, I have
changed drastically.
I have gone from being a somewhat grumpy, opinionated senior
citizen to being an anti-Semitic,
radical enemy of the state who
endorses child pornography. At
least, that is how I am now defined
courtesy of the Stephen Harper government.
Normally, I would be offended,
but these days it's becoming almost
a badge of honour to be branded by
the prime minister and his cabinet
ministers.
I have been informed by Stephen
Harper on several occasions, as have

Council adopts 2012
budget: In what was a
by Roger Varley
mere formality followNotes from the Feb. 13
ing
almost
three
months
of
meetings
Council meeting
and debate, Uxbridge
council adopted the 2012 operating and capital budgets on Monday.
The operating budget will see expenditures of $13.8 million this
year, growing to $14.2 million in 2013. This will result in an increase
of 4.6 per cent on the township portion of residents' tax bills.
Treasurer Al Shultz said that means, for example, the owners of a
house assessed at $350,000 will see their township taxes increase by
$42.86 in 2012. However, when the regional and education levies are
included, it is expected they will add another $105 in taxes to the
property given as an example.
The capital budget for 2012 will see expenditures of $4.2 million,
rising to $6.2 million in 2013. Of those amounts, $1.8 million will
be financed through taxes in 2012 and $3.1 million in 2013.
As council passed the budget unanimously, Councillor Pat Molloy,
chair of the finance committee, commented that council had "served
our residents well".
Major improvements recommended for Goodwood parks: The
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority proffered a master plan
for Goodwood's two public parks in a presentation to council
Monday.
For the smaller Harold Bell Memorial Park, which features ball dia-

DIGEST
Last week, local Uxbridger
Mathieu Noualy was hard at work
qualifying for the “King Of The

ical, too. Come to think of it, our
own leading local environmentalist,
Brian Buckles, must be a greater
radical than I. I wonder how he feels
about that?
The enemy of the state thing is a
bit of a stretch, I'll admit. But there
was a story on CBC a few weeks ago
in which a former employee of the
environmental group ForestEthics
claimed the government had branded the organization as "an enemy of
the state", once again due to its participation in the pipeline debate.
However, if an enviro group fighting the pipeline is an enemy of the
state, then it must be that so are all
who oppose the pipeline. Since I
personally oppose the pipeline, it's
not too big a leap to consider myself
branded as well.

As I said, I don't mind those
brands. I'm rather proud of them in
a perverse sort of way. However, I
do not take lightly the charge that I
support child pornography simply
because I oppose the bill the government is now ramming through
Parliament that strips me and you of
our basic right to privacy. The bill
will force Internet Service Providers
to install expensive equipment that
will record the Internet usage and emails of all their customers, which
the ISPs must provide to the police
if so asked. The kicker is, the police
will not require a warrant to sift
through our personal information.
Public Safety Minister Vic Toews
told Parliament on Monday that
anyone who does not support the
bill supports child pornography.

At this point, words almost fail me.
How have we come to this state of
affairs? How did we arrive at the
point where anyone who opposes
the government on any matter is
branded as something despicable:
an anti-Semite, a radical, an enemy
of the state, a child pornographer?
Whether you agree with the government's policies or not, surely you
will agree that it is reprehensible to
denigrate all those opposed as something evil.
It seems to me that we as a community, as a nation, had better start
being a lot more concerned about
the direction our democracy is
heading.
Tell me, am I wrong?

monds, a soccer field and areas for volleyball, tennis, basketball and a to the top."
playground, the TRCA plans to naturalize parts of the park with
With Mr. Higgins was recreation director Amanda Ferraro, who
native trees, shrubs and grasses. A 750-metre walking trail will also be talked about a parallel program called Take TIME (Tobacco Free,
installed around the park.
Injury Free, Moving Daily, Eating Healthy). Ms. Ferraro said the proFor the Walter Taylor Park, where the Goodwood community hall gram offers free family events once or twice a month. She said they
is located, major changes are proposed. The existing ball diamond include such things as free programs for young children every week at
would be rotated to allow for the creation of additional parking space. the Elgin Park playground and water activities at Uxpool.
In addition, a playground would be built and a sports pad would be
She said, however, the program needs help identifying families in
installed which could be used for skating in the winter. Land to the need.
north of the community centre would see the enhancement of natuMr. Higgins said all requests for assistance under the programs are
ral features such as wetlands, forest and meadows, with a 1,700-metre held in confidence. He also said the two groups are working harder
interpretive walking trail.
to garner fund-raising support.
If the TRCA's proposals are accepted, the total expenditure to
implement the plans would be around $475,000.
Programs helping children access sports: Pat Higgins,
owner of the Uxbridge Canadian Tire, appeared before
20 First Avenue, Uxbridge
905-852-6213
council with what he termed "a good news story".
Tuesday, February 21st 5-7 p.m.
Mr. Higgins gave councillors an update on the Jump
Start program, which is aimed at helping children whose
parents find it difficult to afford sports activities. He said
about 160 children were helped last year and the program
PANCAKE
$6.00± Adults and Teens
has spent about $400,000 assisting children since it was Open to rfiends, family,
$4.00 ± Children (grades 1-8)
started. The program is financed through donations and
neighbour
s, and all
SUPPER
Free ± Preschoolers
all donations stay in the community.
newcomers to the
$20.00
± Family rate
community. Pancakes,
"There are lots of kids in need in the township," Mr.
sausages,
fruit
salad,
Join usSundaysfor our Celebration Service
Higgins said, noting one in three can't afford access to
at 10 a.m.. Everyoneis warmly welcome.
sports programs. "It's important to keep them bubbling muffins & mmmmmore.

Hammers” rock racing event in
California's barren Johnson Valley.
The event, initially starting off with
160 vehicles, saw only 49 finish.
After battling scorching heat and

Part-time position available:

MEMBER SERVICE
REPRESENTATIVE
2 years experience in a financial institution
or equivalent an asset.
Motivated to learn new skills and work to achieve set goals.
Computer experience an asset.
Excellent customer service and communication skills.
Must be flexible. Evenings and every Saturday a requirement.

Please fax to 905 852 5108 or mail to
P.O Box 490
99 Brock Street West
Uxbridge, L9P 1M9
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column by Roger Varley

we all, that criticism of Israel is tantamount to being anti-Semitic.
Many years ago, I reviled actress
Vanessa Redgrave for her open support of the Palestinians. Today,
when I see some of the actions of
the Israeli government, particularly
the provocative continuation of settlement construction, I don't. So,
I'm anti-Semitic.
On a few occasions in the past, I
have made small donations to the
World Wildlife Fund, one of the
planet's leading environmental
organizations. But, according to
Natural Resources Minister Joe
Oliver, environmental groups, especially those engaged in the Northern
Gateway pipeline project debate, are
radicals. Therefore, I guess my
donations to WWF make me a rad-

TOWN HALL
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Trinity United Church

rough terrain, Noualy and his
Quaker State #328 Chevy successfully finished 33rd, making him the
first Canadian ever to finish the
race since its inception six years
ago...
The Winter Carnival organized by
Blair Emmerson of the Legion goes
this Family weekend in a number of
venues, and involving everything
from cards to dancing, snow golf to
snow sculpture. Check out the
Township website (address opposite)for a full list of family-oriented
events....
A reminder that a great fundraising concert for the new skatepark
is being held this Saturday night at
the Baptist Church, featuring two
hot local bands, Whosarmy and Air
Marshal Landing. Details on page
8...
A few choice tickets are still left for
the Roxy’s Oscar Night, a fundraising gala that’s a must on your social
calendar! See details on page 11,
and see more at the Roxy website roxytheatres.com

SUNDAYS AT ST. PAUL’S
Maritime, Folk, Bluegrass

End Of The Road

featuring John Prince
St. Paul's Church Feb 26, 2012
12251 Regional Rd. #1
Leaskdale, ON

2:00 pm

$20.00 /person

presented by:

COOT

Entertainment
416-540-9831

tjmccreight@aol.com

www.cootentertainment.com

OOT
Tickets: Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge, Leaskdale
Country Store

Online orders: www.cootentertainment.com
Phone: 416-540-9831

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
A hole at the centre
Uxbridge knows that there is a big hole at its centre. A big hole that was supposed to filled
with great things. A major corporation with big dreams and bigger promises, building a stateof-the-art environmentally sound edifice that would put Uxbridge on the corporate map in
Ontario, if not Canada. But the foundation that lies silent and snow-covered at the southwest
corner of Brock Street and Victoria Drive is perhaps a metaphor for the company that once
owned it - a great start that promised wonderful things, but now has little place else to go.
When the news of the First Leaside Group of Companies' imminent demise was officially
announced last Thursday, some of the larger players in the running of the Township of
Uxbridge weren't even aware that the problems had escalated to this point. They knew the
crane had come down, but not much more.
Some downtown business owners seem almost laissez-faire about the trauma that this could
mean to the community. The fitness centre that was thinking about occupying the entire main
floor of the new building seems to be just shrugging its shoulders and moving on to something else. The snow hasn't begun to melt and others are already looking to what the next
investor could bring to the table - another seniors residence, an office building, a hotel with
a conference centre - all have already been suggested as possible future tenants for what is
now just a hole. Good ideas, all, but now it's going to be another set of hurtles and obstacles while the next project is mulled over, decided upon and eventually another crane put in
place. How long will that take, while the town looks at - a hole?
Other business owners are already thinking about what might have been. But of course,
one can't lament what one doesn't have. The building wasn't complete, First Leaside didn't
move in, and the expected 100-150 people that could have held jobs there don't exist, so
they will never eat downtown, buy books or lunch or coffee downtown, or get fuel downtown, and local businesses can't possibly miss what they never had, right?
Investors, however, will sorely miss what they did have. Only one investor is mentioned in
the stories here, and she has lost her life savings to what she had assumed would be a sure,
sound thing. She is certainly not the only individual or family to have lost money in this venture, including more than a few Uxbridgers. These others have not come forward yet, possibly because they are too shocked and saddened by the misfortune that has befallen not only
themselves, but the entire town.
Check out First Leaside's website. You can get all the information you could ever want on
it. Financial statements, company names, the list of all 19 separate incorporations and all
their going concerns. It all seems above board, honest. A search online will reveal nothing
other than a few Financial Post articles outlining the cease trade agreement details. Nothing
screams Ponzi scheme. Nothing seems horribly wrong. At this point in time, it just looks as
though it is all a case of one man, the president of the entire group of companies, ambitiously reaching out for a dream that far exceeded his grasp.
When investors may see any sort of returns on their investments remains to be seen. When
the cease trade agreement may be lifted remains to be seen. What may finally fill the big
hole on Brock Street remains to be seen. All that can be plainly seen right now is that a company that seemed to have fairly modest beginnings and intentions has let down a community that was looking forward to making it an integral part of its downtown core.

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
The recent opinions expressed by
Cosmos columnists Harry Stemp and
Roger Varley on immigration are
interesting. Canadians can get pretty
emotional and sometimes downright disagreeable with “their” opinion on the subject. In my view it's all
quite simple by the understanding
of two simple words, namely adopt,
and adapt. To adopt means we want
you as a member of our family. You
don't adopt us, but it is we who
adopt you. So don't come in our
house and start renovating and saying “this is my right”. Our tax, driving, marriage, divorce, all are our
rules, if we agree to adopt you.
Adapt is an immutable law of
nature, of which we are ALL children. It's a harsh law which says
“adapt, or vanish”. So as an immigrant myself in 1920, my Dad, who
was no barber shaved me bald. He
made sure I had the look of the hairstylist of his youth. So being a greenhorn, I painfully learned about
adapting. Then after Canada officially adopted us, I grew up to
employ people, and some of what I
learned was useful. If I liked what I
saw, I wanted to hear, then after
hearing I made the decision to hire,
to help, or to say “not this time”. In
short, Canada adopted us, and
everything Canadian was applied.
But we were identifiable, and not
like those guys in black at the G20
Summit. They were not Muslims by
the way. What we did to heretics just
200 years ago, we don't do today.
We changed! The entire world has
changed, but not all at the same rate.
It's tough enough to hold the
Canadian identity, and any who
won't adapt are not being too helpful. Don't let's keep Balkanizing our
country until we are no longer recognizable. And don't let the PC's
play with our pension, and then
spend billions on something a heat
seeking missile can bring down. A

few missiles would be much cheaper.
K. F. Winterstein
Goodwood
I have just read Roger Varley's Town
Hall Notes from the Feb 6th
Council Meeting and there is one
issue that leaves me somewhat confused. Mr. Varley reported that the
Uxbridge tax collector Donna
Condon pointed out that MPAC
assessments on commercial and
industrial properties are based on
income, whereas assessments on residential properties are based on
property value.
I don't think this is accurate,
because for years we have been paying commercial taxes based on
MPAC's assessed property value. We
would prefer to be paying commercial tax based on income but MPAC
has repeatedly told us that we must
pay commercial tax based on their
assessed property value.
Norma Daniel,
HighFields Country Inn
& Spa, Zephyr
Many thanks to all who attended
the Uxbridge Chamber Choir's
presentation of "A Christmas Carol"
on December 18, 2011. An enthusiastic audience was treated to a very
entertaining reading of the Dickens'
story (with CBC guests Ted Barris
and Judy Maddren) interspersed
with a variety of wonderful seasonal
music from the Chamber Choir and
their special guests, the Uxbridge
Youth Choir. Congratulations to
Tom Baker (and special mention to
David Geene who carried the baton)
and Jennifer Neveu-Cook for directing such an enjoyable program.
And, true to the spirit of the story,
the Chamber Choir was able to present a cheque for $1,200 for the
Uxbridge
Cottage
Hospital

Auxiliary - funds that will go
towards the Auxiliary's goal of over
$200,000 this year to purchase a
new ultrasound machine with
echocardiogram capabilities. The
Cottage Hospital Auxiliary recognizes that this gift from the Choir is
yet another example of how this
community continues to support
the work of the Auxiliary and its
ongoing fundraising efforts.
Paula Donahoe
Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Auxiliary
The days are long and winter far
from over. With less sun people are
getting down and negative. I'd like
to talk about Uxbridge, the positive
and the negative. Let's start with the
Positive:
• Good shopping, it has everything
we need.
• Great Cottage Hospital
• Lots of volunteer work, people
helping people
• The Youth Centre
• Good schools
• Lots of sports opportunities, great
golfing
• Movie theatre, Roxy Kids
• Lots of Arts and Music
• Great churches to choose from
• Restaurants
• Rich History
• Uxperience
• The Fall Fair
• Canada's Trail Capital, surrounded
by forests and farmland
• Little crime
• A great place to raise children.
... and on and on I could go.
Now let’s talk about the negative...
Oh, let’s forget it, there are too many
positives, we are lucky to live in a
great town like uxbridge.
Ron Bouwmeister
Uxbridge
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

My ever-growing family

Why is it news?

Expanding the roster of statutory holidays is, of course, always an excellent idea,
but whoever dreamed up Family Day, which we’ll all be celebrating this coming Monday, should definitely
receive a medal, or perhaps several of them, to share with - whom else - her family!
Unfortunately, this Family Day I shall be without the most important member of my family. My wife will be
down in Kingston (or I suppose that’s really up in Kingston, or over in Kingston) having a precious visit with
the newest member of our family, our granddaughter Adelaide, who will be a whole two months old on Feb.
19. Adelaide is the daughter of helicopter pilot Jack (Lisa’s very tall son) and nurse Heather, who you may
recall wrote columns in the Cosmos three years ago while Jack was posted in Afghanistan. At that time, they
were based in Edmonton, but soon after his return, they got married, and just last fall, they returned to their
native Ontario. Adelaide was actually supposed to be a couple of weeks older - she was theoretically due Dec.
5 - but these things never quite work out exactly as predicted. We could have predicted, though, that she would
be well worth waiting for, and she was, a thoroughly charming child with a great head of hair of which my wife
was profoundly jealous. And, unlike many of the family who forecast yet another male grandson - we have
three already - I correctly predicted Adelaide’s gender.
At any rate, I shall miss seeing Adelaide on Family Day, but I will have plenty of time, while loafing about in
the Cosmos office getting next week’s paper ready (I don’t often get to really take Monday holidays around
here), to reflect on the blessings of having added so many family members since I came to Ontario about 16
years ago.
Back in Whitehorse in 1995, you see, my entire family consisted pretty much of me and a tiny orange cat
named Cumquat. And even Cumquat wasn’t all that attached to me - the winter of ‘94-’95, he actually went
to live with someone else, and showed back up on my doorstep in the spring. I had some close friends in another part of town who graciously let me share their lives from time to time, but my own core family were thousands of miles away - a brother in northern Manitoba, his kids on Vancouver Island, my parents and sister in
Alberta. None of us were great communicators. We never wrote letters, and generally only called each other
on our birthdays or in case of momentous family events. We weren’t close. Geography will do that to you.
But when I came to Uxbridge and met Lisa, everything changed. I was still a long way from my own family
(except for some Ontario cousins whom I barely knew, and who expressed no great delight to find me suddenly in their neighbourhood), but almost all of hers were within a few hours drive. Her marvellous children. Her
stunning mother Libbie, who used to have her own talk show on CBC Halifax and still had TV-star looks. Her
sister Lianne, who will always be my favourite sister-in-law, and Lianne’s Ukrainian in-laws, who reminded me
of all my Ukrainian friends back in Edmonton. Her dad Paul, a former navy man who had a way with wood.
Her uncle Stan, a preacher, and cousin Maureen, a celebrated potter.
And there were all her extended Uxbridge family, too. My wife makes friends very easily - she’s a very sociable person, as most of you know - and so all these people became my “family”, too. I’m pretty sure I went to
more weddings and funerals in my first few years in Uxbridge than I had in my entire life before. And of
course, through my work in the theatre and at the Cosmos, I’ve made many more friends who very much feel
like family.
As I reflect on Family Day, though, I think I’ll be most grateful for the family members who are unique to my
Ontario life. The first is a young lady who came into my world about seven years ago. As I write this, she’s lying
behind me on her blanket, silently urging me to finish up so we can go home. Her name’s Lacey. I hadn’t had
a dog since I was about six years old, but Lisa persuaded me we needed one, and she was right. After seven
years, we pretty much go everywhere together. Similarly, Lisa’s love of horses has brought a chestnut gelding
named Pegasus into the family (not to mention a pony named Lily, a gentle giant named Ben, and a couple of
cows named Roy and Dale, who all share Pegasus’ pasture). I enjoy them all.
Also in my office, however, is a large photo of me with a little boy, taken at his Uncle Jack’s wedding. His
name is Declan, and together with his little brother Callum and his brand-new cousin Adelaide, they are the
light of their Grampy’s life. I didn’t really deserve grandchildren, since I never had any children of my own.
But thanks to Lisa, I have some, and I may get some more! Declan and I have had some adventures together,
and I’m hopeful we’ll have many more as the years go by, and I can hardly wait for Callum and Addie to grow
a little bit older. Though all members of a family have their own special delights, I’m sure I’m not alone in my
humble opinion that grandchildren are the best. Sorry, Lacey. Sorry, Lisa. But it’s true.

I don’t know which was worse: the hype over last weekend’s so-called sporting match in Indianapolis, the anticipation over the new 30-second commercials (reportedly costing US$3.6
million each for the airtime), or the guessing about what Madonna would do during her half-time show at
the Super Bowl. The newspapers, magazines and TV commentators were all atwitter all week.
“Would she employ her thin veneer English accent?” one asked. “Would she be naked?” hoped another. My
answer was a resounding: “Who cares?”
That’s just one example. You don’t have to look far, to see “celebrity” eclipsing real issues, real information
or real stories, just because a so-called star’s involved. This week, the show-biz tabloids speculated about
Jennifer Aniston’s unborn twins. The stargazing paparazzi caught Elvis Costello and Willem Dafoe carrying
shopping bags in the fashion district. Fashion wags stewed over Karl Lagerfeld’s accusation that singing star
Adele “is a little too fat.” And after the Super Bowl, it was more about M.I.A.’s finger flip than even
Madonna’s show or New York’s victory.
Of course, the big buzz this week, on the eve of the annual music hype-fest, the Grammy Awards, was
Whitney Houston’s death. The police spokesman’s statement was barely out of his mouth, last Saturday afternoon, when the spin for attention began. Was it drugs that killed her? Did she drown in her bathtub? And
perhaps saddest of all: How much will her music be worth now that she’s dead?
The question I regularly ask myself and (these days) my news reporting students, at Centennial College, is:
Why is that stuff news? I often tell them they need to use the filter of their training to decide whether a story
deserves to be published/aired. I ask them to determine if a story meets certain criteria that consumers
demand when they read, listen or view the results of their work. Is the story timely? Does it have relevance?
What is the story’s magnitude or impact on the community or the world? How unexpected is the event? Is
there conflict? Does the story affect us emotionally? Based on that last criterion probably rests my entire
argument, because if reporters and editors really believe Houston’s death affects us, then I guess that’s why
it’s news.
Over the years, I have openly criticized fellow journalists and editors who, like the paparazzi, follow their
sources as if they were prey. When I see poor judgement in “celebrity” stories, I shake the newspaper, bang
the dashboard of my car above my radio or shout at the TV. I continue to expect reporters to use those filtering criteria before they publish/broadcast the drivel they call news.
To be fair, when I began reporting for radio and magazines in the late 1960s, I did my fair share of celebrity chasing too. I had stars in my eyes whenever I got the chance to interview some of my entertainment and
sports heroes, too – people such as B.B. King, Wayne Gretzky, Maureen Forrester, Billy Harris, Burton
Cummings, Bob Feller and Kris Kristofferson, among others. I admit, in those formative years of my career,
that I often did not ask tough, risky and sometimes provocative questions.
There was one exception. It was about 1970, during the period when the Masonic Temple in Toronto doubled as a rock music concert hall, called The Rockpile. Trying to break into underground radio at the time, I
talked my way past a security guard at The Rockpile door and chased down rock musician Frank Zappa
between sets in his dressing room. When I found him, he was clothed in a terry-towel robe, seated in a wingbacked chair with a gaggle of reporters poking microphones at him and asking him such mundane questions
as: “What do you think of Toronto, Frank?” And “tell us about your latest album, Frank.”
I had prepared myself for this moment. I knew Zappa was full of vitriol about U.S. politics and foreign policy. The trick was to provoke him with just the right question. I waited patiently for the paparazzi and dumb
reporters to finish. Then I stabbed my mike at Zappa and gave it my best shot.
“Why do you believe that Sacco and Vanzetti were scapegoats and railroaded to the electric chair in the
1920s?” I asked. I knew he felt the two known U.S. anarchists got the death penalty because they were immigrants and some American officials wanted to make an example of their radical sentiment. Well, Zappa took
the bait and gave me five solid minutes of the best political commentary I think I’d ever heard.
Unfortunately, the interview never got published or went to air. Nobody cared about Frank Zappa’s view of
corruption in U.S. politics and jurisprudence.
Still, I would put my amateur Q & A with Frank Zappa next to a discussion of M.I.A.’s finger flip at the Super
Bowl any day of the week.

BE
BE PROUD
PROUD OF
OF
YOUR
YOUR SMILE!
SMILE!
“Your Conﬁdent Smile Is Our Goal”

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge
905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.

Port Perry
905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville
905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland
705-357-3161
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The beginning of the end... First Leaside decides to call it quits
by Nancy Melcher
Recent developments at the First
Leaside Group of Companies are
not good news for investors, nor for
the Township of Uxbridge. This
story has developed over the past
several months, and it's reaching the
closing chapter.
The first indication of trouble was
the item about the voluntary Cease
Trade Order with the Ontario
Securities Commission in midNovember. The New Year brought
more bad news, with all disbursements halted, and construction on
the Corporate Head Office building
on the old Co-op site at Victoria
Drive and Brock Street West mothballed. The end of January saw the
dismantling and removal of the
construction crane, truly a bad sign.
One big question on the minds of
Cosmos readers is how this situation
came about. First Leaside Group is a
financial and investment services
organization, with real estate properties in Canada and the US, as well
as a number of investment funds.

Greg MacLeod, the Chief
Restructuring Officer, says, “It is a
complex situation and it is premature to offer an opinion on why the
business arrived at this state. It is
our mandate to try to return as
much money as we can to
investors.”
Through a link on the First Leaside
website to the Grant Thornton
Financial Review, one can see where
some of the troubles started. The
report explained that some rental
properties in Texas had taken longer
to refurbish than expected. In addition, the costs associated with these
projects were higher than anticipated. A third element is that the value
of the properties had not gone up as
much as expected. Finally, the market for this type of property
declined from 2007 - 2009 due to
the global recession. All these factors contributed to a major funding
shortfall which in turn affected the
situation they now face.
The latest letter to investors on the
Company's website tells the story of
the fate of First Leaside. With cash

Once upon a time...
Who and what are the First Leaside
Group of Companies? What follows is
a brief overview.
According to a tidy timeline on the
company's website, which is where
most information has to be gleaned
because no one at the company will
speak openly at this time, it all began
when First Leaside President, and
Uxbridge resident, David C. Phillips
wrote a column for a financial publi-

reserves dwindling due to the Cease
Trade Order, obligations mounting
and a need to quickly devise and
implement an action plan, the
Independent Committee overseeing
the First Leaside Group of
Companies looked long and hard at
alternatives.
Their first responsibility is to the
investors: they must try to get maximum value for those people. With
that foremost in their minds, the
Committee has decided that the
best course of action is “to implement a managed wind-up of First
Leaside's business and assets”. This
means the demise of First Leaside,
the eventual disposal of all the company's assets and holdings, and
eventual repayments to the investors
once the dust settles.
The first step in the managed
wind-up is for First Leaside to file
under the Companies Creditors
Arrangements Act for protection
from legal claims. Each real estate
property will be managed to maximize value. For some that will mean
immediate sale of the property.

Other holdings will be refurbished
and sold in the next 12 to 24
months. Still others may require
more work over a longer time frame
before being sold.
Cosmos readers will certainly want
to know the fate of the Corporate
Head
Office
project. The
Independent Committee understands that this is a high-profile
project for the downtown, important to the Township of Uxbridge,
but its future is uncertain.
“Options will be explored, but
unless and until viable proposals
and financing can be determined
construction has been suspended.”
In addition to the real estate holdings, First Leaside Group operates a
Wealth Management division,
offering life insurance, estate and
tax planning and investment funds.
This part of the Company is also
included in the managed wind-up.
However, investors with accounts
that hold non-First Leaside proprietary securities have some good
news. These investments are not
affected by these proceedings and

the beginnings of First Leaside

cation (the site doesn't mention
which one) that was “one of the earliest articles recognizing the conflict
emerging in today's one stop financial
shopping supermarket.” His vision of
how wealth could be obtained and
managed was not new, but was
appealing enough to have people
want to fall in line with it. He established First Leaside Capital in 1988,
becoming its first and only president.

1989 saw the formation of the First
Leaside Group of Companies, which
meant smaller companies started to be
formed under the umbrella of the FL
Group. By 2012, the FL Group
would manage 19 different companies.
First Leaside's initial forays into the
financial world took place in Grand
Prairie, Texas, where it seemed to go
for failing real estate partnerships, res-

cue them from the brink of bankruptcy, and claim all the investors for its
own. Apartment buildings, retirement
residences and small strip malls were
the property of choice, and limited
partnerships began forming between
these properties and First Leaside.
Canada joined the ranks in 1995
when First Leaside delivered a
foundering real estate property in
Calgary. 1996 saw yet another build-

those accounts may be transferred
to another financial institution.
For investors, this means almost all
of their funds will be tied up for a
while to come, perhaps a couple of
years or more. In addition, there is
no guarantee as to how much of
their original out-lay will eventually
be returned. A number of factors
will dictate the final sum: performance of the assets, the nature of the
assets, the ability of First Leaside to
refinance some of those assets, the
eventual sale proceeds, as well as the
outcome of any proceedings against
the company.
For the Township of Uxbridge, the
demise of First Leaside Group is
certainly a blow. The Corporate
Head Office was an award-winning
design, LEED Platinum certified,
and a shining example of “green”
architecture. We can only hope that
a buyer for the property comes forward soon, the sooner the better,
and continues the project to completion in whatever form is most
suitable.

by Lisha Cassibo
ing complex in Dallas, Texas, acquired
in the limited partnerships game, and
First Leaside had now exceeded 1,000
apartment units under its management.
In 1997, Phillips decided to stop
running the show completely on his
own and formed a Wealth
Management Advisory Board, which
was made up...

continued page 12
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FL’s Uxbridge journey comes to an end
by Roger Varley

Photo by Octavian Lacatusu

First Leaside leaves more
than a hole in the ground
by Shelagh Damus
It appears First Leaside Group has
abandoned its previous efforts to
overcome its market and resource
challenges designed to return the
troubled company to prosperity.
This step indicates First Leaside is
beyond repair; the once hoped for
turned around can no longer be
expected. The concrete and metal
rebar foundation awaits a visionary
with resources at his or her disposal.
The fallout from the proposed
wind-up is varied. Shelley Macbeth
of Blue Heron Books is “deeply disappointed that the downtown won't
complete its shining new look.” She,
like other business owners, was looking forward to the potential 100 150 employees would bring to all
the local businesses.”
Sarah Terrion, whose business
NRG 4 Life Fitness was to occupy
the first floor of the now abandoned
building, saw the building as a “nice
addition to the street profile and a
welcoming environment for their
clients.” While they were anticipating the move, there was no financial
commitment. “We had a verbal
agreement to rent the space.”
Terrion is not surprised by the
finality of the situation saying “as the
project got pushed back further and
further, I had a gut instinct.” Taking
an optimistic view, she is motivated
more to find the right location for

her expanding business. “When one
door closes, one opens.”
It is a sentiment that Wynn Walters
shares. First Leaside Group was a
sponsor of the planned Sculture Trail
that was to wind from Brock St. to
South Balsam behind the developed
areas. The first three sculptures, created by Walters, Toronto sculptor
Laura Moore and a joint piece by Fly
Freeman and Frances Muscat were
to be placed along the path by the
building. Walters both “appreciates”
and finds “commendable” the fact
that First Leaside honoured their
commitment to the artists even after
the first problems arose late last year.
On the future of the sculpture trail,
Walters said “There is an issue
regarding the land, but we hope to
negotiate a right of way through the
property and find the funds to build
the necessary bridge.”
For Scott Rutledge of Rutledge
Jewellers it is unfortunate that the
community won't see the finished
building, “I thought it would lead
the way for the rebirth of the downtown core.” What of the white elephant residing on Brock Street W.?
“We should go after the completion
of it with a non-inventory based
business such as an insurance firm, a
mid-sized medical company or a
small hotel with convention facilities.” Rutledge sees the pre-built
foundation, the finished parking lot
as an opportunity for the right busi-

It was in February, 2006, that the saga
of the First Leaside headquarters building in Uxbridge began running into
small problems.
In an appearance before council at
that time, David Phillips said his architecture and engineering experts were
advising him that his plans to use the
old mill and silos that sat on the former
Co-op land at that time were unsuitable for use in his proposed development as he had wanted.
Not only that, but his architects were
having difficulty creating a design that
incorporated "the unique history of the
street-scape".
Mr. Phillips had other problems, too.
Some neighbours complained about
the wind turbine he had erected on his
property on Regional Road 8 near
Roseville, just west of Uxbridge.
It was from that property that Mr.
Phillips oversaw the various steps leading to the approval and construction of
the proposed headquarters building in
downtown Uxbridge. He had to
request a zoning amendment from
council to allow a greater number of
staff to work out of the property than
the existing bylaw permitted.
In 2007, with the mill and silos no

nessman who endeavours to “scale
back the plans to make the building
affordable and sustainable.” Located
beside the railroad tracks opens
many opportunities for GO Train
expansion. “There already is a parking lot right there.”
Rutledge commends David
Phillips, president of First Leaside
Group, for his foresight for the
building. “He had the right intentions but the business strings of
other business things pulled him
down.”
First Leaside didn't go down alone.
Their ship was full when it sank. In
fact they were still loading up, taking
money from investors right up until
October 2011, one month before
the announced cease trade. One
investor, we will call Joan, spoke on
the condition of anonymity. She lost
her entire life savings. Everything.
Gone. Her daily Timmy's cup
replaced by a cup of home-brewed
java.
“I now worry about spending a dollar,” she says. Since last week's
announcement, she has “lost 10
pounds and aged 20 years.”
continued page 9

longer part of the picture, Mr. Phillips
unveiled his new plan for the First
Leaside site: a four-storey, ultra-modern glass structure that was touted to be
super environmentally friendly. One of
the main features of the 42,000-squarefeet building was to be a four-storey
atrium containing trees and other
plants.
In March 2008, First Leaside submitted its first site plans for approval. It
was a full two years later that the demolition crews moved in to tear down
the mill, the silos and the old Co-op
store in preparation for the cleanup of
contaminants on the land.
Under the brownfields rehabilitation
section of Uxbridge's Community
Improvement Program (CIP), designed
to encourage companies to restore contaminated land in the downtown area,
First Leaside was granted tax concessions on the land. It was excused property taxes for 18 months. There would
have been further tax concessions available once there had been "substantial"
construction completed, Uxbridge
treasurer Al Shultz said. As it is, the
treasurer said, the cost to the township
in the form of lost tax revenue on the
First Leaside property "is not significant".
While Uxbridge waited anxiously for

the rise of the building, Mr. Phillips
involved himself in the community,
promising a sculpture trail on First
Leaside property featuring the work of
local artists, joining the group formed
to fund a new Uxbridge-Scugog animal
shelter and donating prizes to various
local charitable fund-raising events.
Although the headquarters building
is, apparently, a no-go, First Leaside is
not, however, disappearing from
Uxbridge just yet. It owns a property
on Mill Street, Mr. Phillips still has the
property in Roseville and the company
had offices located at the rear of the
James Campbell Insurance building on
Toronto Street North.
As for the demise of the dream building, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor says
she takes an optimistic view.
"The land is clean and ready to go,"
she said. "It's not contaminated or in
disrepair. If the site is sold, someone
else comes in and we have the same
thing."
She said other pluses to keep in mind
are the construction of the crash barrier along the railway tracks and the
parking area on the west side of the
tracks.
"Compared to what we had, we're
better off," she said.
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Feb. 16 & 25 Uxbridge Minor Lacrosse
Registration Uxbridge Arena- Feb 16h 6:30 - 8
pm; Feb 25th 9 am - 12 pm.
Feb. 16-25 The Sound of Music Classic musical by Ryleepuss Productions. Box office details on
page 11.
Thurs., Feb. 16 Uxbridge Genealogical
Group Lower Hall of Uxbridge Library, 7:00 PM.
Guest speaker Larry Doble, “The Palatines: "Who
were they? Where did they settle? Are you one?"
All welcome. $2.00 admission, 50/50 draw.
Fri., Feb. 17 Blood Donor Clinic 1-7:30 p.m.
Seniors Centre, 75 Marietta St.
Sat., Feb. 18, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike.
Join us for breakfast the hike. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Feb. 18
7:00 pm. at Goodwood Baptist
Church. Come for a "Night at the Museum"
with Speaker John Mackay, International
Director of Creation Research Australia.
Tour the on site mineral and fossil museum. For
details contact: Martin Legemaate at 905-8880188 or mlegemaate@hotmail.com
Sat., Feb. 18
Uxbridge Skatepark
Fundraiser
With Whosarmy, Air Marshal
Landing and Lauren Malyon. 6:30 p.m. Uxbridge
Baptist Church. Admission $14.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Feb. 20 RBC will be hosting a Free family skate at the Uxbridge arena from 12:00 3:30. We will be giving away a signed Steve
Stamkos jersey to one lucky person as well as some
other goodies for all that attend.
Mon., Feb. 20 Sandford United Church
Pancake Supper Sandford Hall, 433 Sandford
Road from 4:30 to 7:30. Prices are $7.00 for
adults and $3.00 for children ages 6 - 12.
Tues., Feb. 21, 1:00 p.m. Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Tea, Entertainment, and Meeting.
New Members (55 years+) Welcome, $5.00
pp/year. Learn about the many activities
being held at the Senior Centre, 75 Marietta Street.
Call Linda 905-852-6494.
Tues., Feb. 21 21st Pancake Supper Trinity
United Church 5 p.m.-7 p.m Adults $ 6.00
Children ( grades 1-8 ) $ 4.00 preschoolers FREE ,
Family $ 20.00.
Tues. Feb. 21 - Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper, St. Paul's Anglican Church, 59 Toronto St.
S., Uxbridge. From 6:15 PM. Everyone welcome.
Tickets at the door or call 905-852-7016 to reserve.
Adults $7, Pre-school Free, Child age 5 to 12 $ 4,
Family Rate $ 16.
Wed., Feb. 22, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a moderate to fast
pace 12 - 16 km, 4+ hr. hike or snowshoe on the
Secord-Goodwood Tracts. There are hills. Meet at
the Secord parking lot, 2 km south of Goodwood
Rd. in Goodwood on Conc. 3 and E on Secord Rd.

Tiger Talk
All in the arts family
by Gareth
and Maggie Anderson
On Friday, February 10th, Uxbridge
Secondary School was host to awardwinning author Donna Morrissey
and her daughter, a celebrated artist,
Bridgette Morrissey. The Morrissey
duo were in town because Donna's
book Sylvanus Now was selected for
'Uxbridge Reads', the Uxbridge
equivalent to Canada Reads. Tiger
Talk was lucky enough to attend a
lunch held at USS in honour of the
visitors.
The lunch, a delicious main course
of stuffed pork tenderloin, was
cooked, prepared, and served by hospitality students of USS. Seeing the
smile on Donna's face told the
whole story: it was a great meal! We
then moved on to the library with
Donna and the English students,
while the Arts students went to the
Art rooms with Bridgette. We listened in on a few interesting tidbits
about the mother-daughter team.
Bridgette Morrissey was interested
in art as a student, and was always
encouraged by her mother, who
would buy her paint and art supplies. Throughout high school, she
kept numerous sketch books and
eventually realized that she wanted
to pursue art as a career. She studied
at the prestigious Nova Scotia
College of Art and Design, where
she discovered that her favourite
medium was oil on canvas.
A portrait painter in her everyday
life, Bridgette had to convince the
publishers that she was the right
artist for her mom's children's book,
Cross Katie Cross. She modeled her

first sketches on the pictures in the
original Alice and Wonderland, but
the publishers wanted more action.
Bridgette shared with students how
she achieved this effect in the book
through different technical means.
Bridgette was honest about the
devotion it takes to create art: “To
be an artist you have to have a strong
work ethic so that you can wake up
in the morning and work for 8 hours
at a time, and not give up after 3 or
4.” Her words of advice to budding
young artists? “Unless you are prepared to be wrong, you're never
going to come up with something
original.”
Donna Morrissey, the author, was
introduced to students by principal
Lucy Black, who explained that
Donna was “someone who has
inspired me and changed my life.”
With these words, the lecture began,
but it was far from a lecture.
With her strong Newfoundland
accent and outgoing personality, you
could not help liking Donna, even
when she warned us that she could
possibly vomit on us at any point in
her presentation! (Donna is scared of
public speaking.) In her talk, Donna
focused on the creative process of
writing. “All my stories are from my
past. But, because everything I know
is boring, I lie about it!” she said.
To explain her philosophy of writing (and life), Donna Morrissey told
students a tale of her childhood on
the East coast. “When we are children, we are innocent. Then we hear
a little whisper and the world is that
much bigger.” Donna's story was
similar to this statement. What
could have been a simple tale about
a girl from a very difficult background not getting what she wanted,
was embellished into a story fasci-

Bob Comfort 905-473-2669.
Wed., Feb. 22 FREE SIX WEEK WORKSHOP “On Living a Healthy Life with Chronic
Conditions’. Learn new skills and tools to use in
your daily life. Caregivers welcomed too. Testa
Professional Building, 2 Campbell Drive, Suite 208
Uxbridge. Wednesdays till April 4, 1:30pm - 4:00
pm. Pre-register call 1-866-971-5545
or 905852-9771x5260.
Thurs., Feb. 23 SOUP LUNCH 11am-1pm
Goodwood United Church. $3 for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage.
Sat., Feb. 25, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 5 km moderate to
fast pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. Meet
at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862.

UPCOMING
Mon., Feb. 27, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a slow to moderate
2.5 hr. hike on the Secord/Goodwood Tracts.
Bring icers or snowshoes as the weather dictates.
Well mannered dogs welcome. Meet at the Secord
parking lot, 2 km south of Durham 21 on Conc. 3
and E on Secord Rd. Brian or Wilma Millage 905853-2407.
Wed., Feb. 29, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr. hike or snowshoe in Durham Forest. Meet at the Durham Forest
parking area on the east side of the 7th Conc., 1 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-4772161
Thurs., Mar. 1 Diabetes info session: “Ask
the Expert” Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Diabetes
Education Clinic is hosting a free session with
a
Pharmacist, Physiotherapist an Dentist. In the

nating for all who heard it.
Donna also explained how one can
form a story in one's mind. “If
you've got a story, take it for a walk.
Go for a long walk with it. When I
do this, I allow the story to build up
inside of me. I let it walk and walk
until I have a huge cloud of memory
in front of me. Once I have that, I
search even deeper. I go even further.
I go deep inside of who I am, and I
find these kernels and meanings of
truth. I want a story to be enriching.
That's what writing is to me, and
what it can be to you.”
One question that students asked
multiple times was: “What is the
hardest part of writing for you?”
Donna answered: “The hard part is
getting it from your head to the
page. Your brain is your private
place. Making the 'cross-over' is the
most difficult part. Remember: good
writing comes from bad writing!”
Donna's final words to the young
writers in the room? “Do it! Don't
show it to just anyone, but find
someone who loves you and will lie
to you and tell you regularly that you
are wonderful, so you keep going
and have the chance to get better.
Not everyone can write, but you
need to decide that for yourself.”
So Tigers, make your own decision!
Express yourself in any way comfortable to you, whether it's writing,
illustrating, or any other art form,
just as the Morrisseys do. Bridgette's
final words really sum up the whole
experience about expressing yourself
through art: “By participating in art,
it's like an unbroken dialogue that's
been going on for 4000 years.” Be
part of that dialogue -- it's bound to
be fascinating!
With special thanks to USS art student
Devon Reaman for her contributions
to this article!
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Testa Professional Building, Suite 208, 2 Campbell
Drive, from 845 am- 1200 pm. To register call 905852-9771, ext 5260.

Church. The lunches run through until March. Come
enjoy some healthy, delicious soup! Pay what you
can.

Fri., Mar. 2, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2 hr., 8 km moderate to
fast pace hike or snowshoe in Walker Woods.
There are hills. Meet at parking area on the east
side of Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Mar. 3, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace hike or snowshoe on the Al Shaw side Trail.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.

Greater Uxbridge Road Runners will once
again be hosting race preparation clinics. These
will help participants build towards the goal of
sucessfully completing either the Uxbridge Half
Marathon (21km), 10km or 5km races on April
22nd in support of the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Auxiliary. Nine week training programs suitable for
both beginners and experienced runners will start
on Monday 20th February. Information and sign-up
at the Registration Fair on February 16th. If you
would like further information about the clinics or
the GURRs, please visit www.gurrclub.org or call
Gwyn at 905 852 7224."

Sat., Mar. 3 A Very Special Night of Music
Featuring Chris Saunders and Friends. Proceeds to
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust. St. Andrew’sChalmers Presbyterian Church, 7:30 p.m.

Handicapable 'Friends' Ministry returns weekly on Wednesdays from 7 - 8 p.m. at Trinity United
Church, 20 First Avenue, Uxbridge. For info call
905-852-6213.

Sun., Mar. 4 Music Fest at Reachview Village
10-11 a.m. We are into our 20th year! All welcome. ( It's a great place to showcase your talents
and build confidence.) For more info please contact
Jo at 905-852-6487.

Meditation at the Siloam Community Centre.
Every first and third Thursday from 7:00 to 8:30
pm. For new and experienced practitioners, this session provides opportunity to develop and strengthen
your practice. By donation, (905) 852-9974.

Sun., Mar. 4 Uxbridge Chamber Choir,
under director Thomas Baker, presents one of the
greatest choral masterworks, Brahms' "German
Requiem" (to be sung in English), with soloists
Grace Rogers (soprano) and Jonathan Liebich (baritone). Tickets $15 in advance (website, Presents
Presents or Blue Heron Books), $20 at the door
($15 seniors & students). 3 p.m., Trinity United
Church.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good winter and spring
clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The deadline for our
next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

ONGOING
North House and Community Churches will
be holding a soup lunch on Wednesdays from
12 - 1:30pm at St. Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyterian

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
An amount of $23,686.11 was realized
from the sale of the crop on land surrounding the church building. This
amount has been forwarded to
Canadian Foodgrains Bank to help
allieviate hunger in famine ravaged
lands...
St. Paul's Leaskdale Presbyterian
Church Annual General Meeting will
take place on Tues. Feb. 28. There will
be a light meal at 6:30 p.m. with the
meeting to follow. The sanctuary will be
open all day for prayer, reflection,
thanksgiving, and petition. All are wel-

come...
Sorry to hear that Heather Benjamin
had the misfortune to fracture a bone in
her foot last week. Best wishes for healing and restoration...
Our Haitian Team left on Tuesday to
help build an elementary school in
Lavoute, Haiti. They are also helping
with project experience, health care, and
agriculture while there...
Relatives and friends attended visitation and a service of remembrance for
John Harrison at Chapel Ridge Funeral
Home in Markham on February 2 & 3.
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Is the Bruins’ season done?
by Roger Varley
Will the Uxbridge Bruins be playing
at the arena tomorrow night?
At the time of writing this article,
we don't know, but if they played
last night the way they played
Sunday night the answer would
assuredly be "No".
The Bruins were two games down
in their best-of-five quarter-final
playoff series with the upstart
Clarington Eagles, with a third
game scheduled for last night in
Bowmanville. If, as is likely, the
Eagles won, then the Bruins' 20112012 season is over.
The series began at the Uxbridge
Arena on Friday night and, for the
first two periods, the teams were
well matched. There was no scoring
in the first period, but the Eagles
took the lead early in the second
period. At the midway mark, Kurt
Batty, assisted by Steve Douitsis and
Kyle Northover, tied the game with
a perfectly executed power play just
18 seconds into a Clarington penalty. However, the Bruins failed to
capitalize on golden opportunities.
They missed what appeared to be
two sure-fire goals and were unable
to score when they had a two-man
advantage for 91 seconds.
In the third period, as has happened many times during the season, the Bruins left their game in
the dressing room. Clarington
scored just a minute-and-a-half into

the period while they held a twoman advantage and then popped a
third goal in with just over half the
period remaining to close the score
at 3-1.
In Bowmanville on Sunday night,
the Bruins were in complete disarray, unable to handle the Eagles'
continuous onslaught. For every
shot the Bruins took on the
Clarington net, the Eagles fired two
at goalie Stefan Melnychuk, who
faced a total of 54 shots in the game.
The Eagles consistently waltzed
around the Bruins defence and shut
down Uxbridge's half-hearted
attacks.
Clarington took a 1-0 lead into the
dressing room after the first period,
having scored when a Bruins
defenceman passed the puck directly onto an Eagles forward's stick.
In the second period, the Bruins
once again passed up a scoring
opportunity when they had the man
advantage for a full four minutes.
Near the end of the period, Marco
Azzano, who earlier had received a
trophy as the OHA Jr. C Central
Division's rookie of the year, scored
what proved to be the winning goal
on a power play. Northover brought
the Bruins back to within one when
he scored on a power play, assisted
by Douitsis and Andrew Liboiron,
with 26 seconds left in the period.
The Eagles regained their two-goal
lead early in the third while the
Bruins lost any chance of coming
back by taking penalty after penalty.
In all, the Bruins were at least a man
short seven times during the final
period.
It would take nothing short of a
miracle for the Bruins to win
Wednesday's game, let alone the
series. Before heading to the arena
tomorrow night, fans are advised to
call the arena or check the Bruins'
web page.

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Goodwood News
Well it has turned out to be an old
fashioned winter this past weekend,
and I am sure the ski hills and
snowmobilers are happy to see the
snow. Also the kids in Goodwood
will be happy as they were out a
couple of weeks ago and built
snowmen in the parkette to show
those that insist on speeding
through the hamlet, this is a community. Then someone smashed
the snowmen and the temperatures
rose again and they were gone. So
hopefully this time the snowmen
will last a little longer with the colder temperatures and those that
insist on smashing them down will
think twice & allow the creative
work of the kids to shine through...
The Goodwood United Church is
planning their lunch on Feb. 23
with soup, homemade bread,
dessert and beverage all for $3.00
and a good cause...

with Bev Northeast

The Goodwood Gospel Hall
meets Sunday morning at 11:00 am
for Sunday School and Bible study
& Thurs. nights at 7:00 pm for
Ministry and Bible study. You can
go
to
www.goodwood.gospelhall.com to
hear the various speakers from the
Gospel Hall...
The Goodwood Baptist church
services are Sunday 11:00 am with
Feb 19th music by Joan Allen, Feb
26th music by Marjotta Aaltonen,
March 4 music by Kayla Bacon &
Friends, March 11 music by Judith
Connell; all are welcome to
attend...
Sat. Feb. 18 7:00 pm is an evening
of the Creation Museum at the
Baptist Church, with John Mackay
International Director of Creation
Science from Australia...
The Goodwood Minor Ball Assoc.
is holding their registration at the

Lions Hall on Front Street on Feb.
23, 7:00-9:00 pm & Feb 25
10:00am -1:00 pm...
The Goodwood hall is holding
Zumba on Tues nights at 7:00 and
Yoga on Sat. 9:00am so come out
and register...
The community garage sale and
give-away will be May 5th with rain
date May 12th and don't forget to
hang the red balloons on the
entrance to your road and at your
home. The red balloons make it
easier for those who want to buy
your items to find you. And also
remember this is not only a garage
sale but also a give-away as well. We
all need to recycle, reduse, and
reuse...
Thank you to those who obey the
speed limit in the hamlet and the
crossing guard; we do appreciate
your respect for the community.

More great bluegrass comes to Leaskdale
Newfoundland-born singer-songwriter John Prince
delighted audiences across Canada throughout the
nineties, leading his popular group, "Piece of the Rock".
Now John’s back with two of the former members of that
band, as they launch their new project, "End of the
Road", appearing in concert Sunday, January 26th at St
Paul’s Leaskdale.
The show will feature bass-player and harmony vocalist
Donny Wood, along with the guitar and mandolin
stylings of Bruce McDaniel, who also adds strong harmony vocals.The trio performs old favourites and original

Leaside

from page 7

When we hear of the large sums of
money invested (the average
amount invested was close to
$300,000), it can easily be construed that these are high rollers,
wealthy people with deep pockets.
Joan had the money to invest but
came to it through careful living
and prudent spending. “We
camped instead of taking vacations
that required airplane travel.”
The conservative investor did her
due diligence. When introduced to
First Leaside by a family member,
she researched the firm.
“There were no red flags, no negative comments, nothing.”
Approximately a third of her
investment was in mortgage series
trust funds with the remainder
invested in wealth management
funds. Joan has been told she will
receive nothing from the former
and only “pennies on the dollars”
from the latter. And it will likely
take three years before any of those
pennies make it her way. She says
that “the company has hinted at,
without stating outright, it being
overleveraged.”
Legally, there appears to be no hint
of wrong doing - “all the I's appear
to be dotted and the T's crossed, so
there is nothing to go after them on
or for.” Joan is not sure she wants to

compositions by John Prince in what they call a "diverse
mix of traditional, maritime, folk and blue grass."
The concert will also feature an opening set by bluegrass
pickers "Higher Ground", all in the music-friendly setting of St Paul’s Leaskdale, a state-of-the-art auditorium
which offers comfortable, soft seating, sparkling
acoustics, and plenty of free parking!
Tickets are just $20.00. Showtime will be 2 p.m. For
information
or
tickets
go
to
www.cootentertainment.com, or telephone 416-5409831.

“throw money they don't have, after
money they lost.” Since her portfolio was held in the wrong asset mix
(a high risk one instead of a very
conservative one), it has been suggested that she pursue legal avenues
but she asks “when a company has
filed for creditor protection, whom
are you suing?”
A website has been established for
investors caught in the First Leaside
situation
(http://firstleasideinvestors.wordpress.com/) who may
want a forum to discuss issues
regarding the wind-down.
For Joan, going forward is one day

at a time, one dollar at a time. “It
would be easier if we were still
working,” she says, “since there
would still be some money coming
in.” As it is, a trip to the grocery
store elicits tears. Up until last
week, after years of scrimping and
saving and living frugally, they were
enjoying buying a better cut of meat
or berries in winter. They were
enjoying the fruits of their labour.
Now, it's day old bread and trolling
for mark downs.
For Uxbridge, it is half finished
foundations and a hole in the
ground.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
HOME
OFFICE
COTTAGE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

WE’RE YOUR
# 1 INVESTMENT!

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

9269
3rd Concession

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

Fashion Design

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

MIRANDA LUMLEY

CASUAL
COUTURE
Have you ever had a
dress custom
designed for you?

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

Contact: miranda@
mirandalumley.com
or call

905 852-2014

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RIGHT HAND
MAN
Uxbridge - Cell

647-333-7746

SNOW CLEARING

Your Best Man
for the Job!

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

www.myrighthandman.ca

Classified
Free

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“Choose for yourselves
this day whom you will
serve.” - Joshua 24:15
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR
NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs,
computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT
ALL. We also clean out sheds, barns,
garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844
or 905-473-1907. 6/6
Services
FREE WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY!
Getting married within the next couple
months? Valentine's day maybe? Looking
for a photographer? Experienced professional newborn & family photographer
looking to build a wedding portfolio.
www.babybutterflyphotography.com.
Please email
asiabutterfly@rocketmail.com to discuss.
2/23
CARPENTER/HANDYMAN: Home
improvements and general repairs. Call Al
at 905-649-8019. 2/16
HOME REPAIRS: Start now! Painting,
tiling, flooring, doors, trimming, plumbing,
drywall, concrete, bricks. Call 905-8521424. 3/1
NO TIME TO CLEAN…I CAN HELP!
Independent, Trustworthy House Cleaning
Service seeking new clients in Uxbridge,
Whitby, Ajax and Pickering. Services personalized to your families’ needs. Bonded
and Insured. Affordable rates. Contact
Kelly at notimetoclean@yahoo.ca 2/16
PEACE OF MIND & HEART: Mature

RN, former CCAC Case Mgr. offering support, assistance and companionship for
your senior loved one, still @ home, residing in retirement or long-term care setting.
I understand the magnitude of your situation, attempting to care for your senior,
your family and yourself. Presently, I am
available within the greater Durham
region. Please either email me bg.barnett@hotmail.ca or call me @ 905-8528365. 3/1
DUTCH TOUCH Mature Dutch cleaning
lady with eye for detail and reliable vehicle, seeking clients in area. Over 30 years
of professional experience, excellent references on request. No job too tedious!
Weekly, bi-weekly, $20/hour. Call Ann
905-852-5403. 2/23
BARTON FARMS NANA has two spaces
for your favorite little bundle. We laugh,
we play, we eat! 905-862-0909 - Debby.
2/23
Wanted
WANTED TO RENT: Looking for a room
close to Uxbridge cottage hospital (no car).
maghairn@gmail.com
Tel:416-8978223. 2/16
TREADMILL, reasonable price. 905-8520082. 2/23
HIRING: Local custom construction company looking for summer help (preferably
post secondary students), experience a
definite asset as well as being reasonably
fit. Favourable consideration will be
given to any construction courses in good
standing. Totally professional and disciplined crew. Please reply by email to:
4workingman4@gmail.com 2/16
VENDORS WANTED: Antique Dealers,

Artisans, Garden Suppliers. The Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society is sponsoring a huge
Spring Garden and Gift Show, May 12
(Mothers Day Saturday) in the gymnasium
of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church,
Leaskdale. We have room for more vendors, especially if you have items that will
appeal to a discerning gift-buying and gardening audience.
This is our 6th annual spring show and
sale. With the new venue this year, we
offer shelter from the rain and wind, and
ample parking for customers. The show
will be open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.. For
more
information
email
barbara_pratt@hotmail.com. 2/16
For Sale
BEAUTIFUL BALDWIN DIGITAL
PIANO: With seat, plug-in Dynamic
stereo headphones. $700. Excellent condition. 905-852-3806. 2/23
BRAND NEW GE COMMERCIALGRADE LAUNDRY DRYER...never
used. $300.00. (905) 649-8019.
2/16
For Rent
DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE, Large,
Clean 2 bedroom Apt, Main Level, Parking,
Appliances, Separate entrance, Feb 1st.
$1150/mo. Inclusive. Call/text 647-2206093. 2/16
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Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll
Time travel
I have discovered a time machine.
It's a surprisingly large container,
mostly metal, though the transportation capsules themselves are surprisingly comfortable. Once a destination is
selected, the passengers have to do very
little. They undergo various screenings,
and once strapped securely into the vessel, they sit and wait. The containers
can sometimes be slightly unsteady due
to the nature of the expedition, so those
nervous by nature may find the transition journey stressful. However, arrivals
are normally smooth enough, and once
you arrive you are free to begin acclimation.
Many companies operate these time
machines. I contracted one of these
companies recently for transport. Their
name is Air France/KLM. I highly recommend them.
My transition was booked hideously
early in the morning. I was in the
departing terminal in those early morning hours, the ones still inky black
before the sun is brave enough to show
its face. I waited restlessly for the operators to prepare my container. Once I
stepped into the metal transportation
capsule, I was surprised with its comfortable and detailed interiors. I nestled
into my prescribed pod, and an official
passed by to ensure I was secured sufficiently. As this remarkable time
machine rumbled and hummed to life,
my limbs tingled in anticipation. We
were soon swept forward into the cold
air, and took off. My journey was mostly peaceful, and upon arrival, the officials took us through standard acclimation protocol. I believe the official term
is 'customs'.
As I stepped off this remarkable vessel,

I realized that I had indeed travelled
through time. I had travelled to a slower time, a hotter, stickier, subtler time.
My cavalier was waiting for me, having
sufficiently acclimated weeks before.
He told me this remarkable place in
time was called 'Brazil' and I marveled
at the warm, glowing night air as I
stepped out among the locals. Very few
understood my language, but I suppose
that is a hazard of time travel, the
inherent foreign nature of the whole
thing. It didn't much matter, anyway. I
was in love with the place.
This time I had transported to, it was
so marvelously different than the cold
island I had left just hours before. I had
traveled to a slow, luxurious time. I am
positive there is no place quite like it.
The days are bright, hot, sticky and
vast. The sun seems to linger in the sky
hours past what I am used to. The
smells are softer, they caress and sooth
my stress and anxiety, leaving me
relaxed and calm. And the food - oh,
the food! I had time travelled to a place
where the fruit has a sweetness, a
ripeness I have never tasted before in
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my life… do you know how delicious a
papaya is?!
This time, this place, Brazil - it was
beyond anything my imagination
could ever expect. My last days were
spent by the beach, and though it
rained daily, I cannot recover from the
beauty of the ocean. The power it holds
is breathtaking, the gentleness with
which it breaks upon the sand is stunning. And as I ran along the quiet
beach in the moments between raindrops, the cloudy sky pushed a low ceiling down on the temperamental ocean.
She kicked up mist off the waves as I Seniors Club President Linda Shanks (middle) proudly holds a plaque celebrating the Kinsmen’s
coasted past along soft, cold sand. I had contributions to the Uxbridge Seniors Centre. Also pictured are Kinsmen Jim Campbell (left),
miles of openness before me, and I Eva Griffin, Ross James, Jim Lindley and Bev Beach.
Photo by Octavian Lacatusu.
could have run for days. There was
something just… free about the place.
I have never felt so boundless.
Alas, time travel is usually temporary,
and my time card quickly expired. I
returned quickly to my time, with its
cold hard days and long harsh nights.
I'm sad to leave, but I know those magnificent time machines travel to Brazil
often, and from everywhere so whenever I need time to slow, I have somewhere to escape to.
You should all try this time travelling
thing, because it's marvellous. Just
choose anywhere on a map, and a time
machine will take you there. And I
promise time will shift in a way you've
never experienced before.

January 2, 1998 - February 9, 2012
For all those who knew and loved her,
announcing the passing of

BUTTERCUP

VIEWPOINTS

H

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for The Sound of Music at the Music Hall. Last
week’s viewpoint (lower photo) was a sculpture at
Shobrook Gardens; it was guessed by Evan Brooks
of Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to the upper

Greeted many a customer and travelled many a mile as
Delivery Dog at Cotterill Nurseries in years past.
Traversed many a hiking trail, and ventured by canoe
on many a river and lake in Ontario in recent years, the
pinnacle for her being Grace Lake, Killarney.

BUTTERCUP,
we will see you again down the Road of Life!

photo next week. Photos by Renee Leahy.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL THE LATEST SPECIALS -

Coming
to the
Cosmos
Feb. 23!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The Township of Uxbridge

Spring/Summer
Community Guide
Your passport to six months
of fun and adventure!
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The FL Story
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... of “knowledgeable, influential
Canadians - all First Leaside investors from sectors as diverse as economics, law,
energy and packaging.”
By the year 2000, First Leaside
Securities, one of the many under the
umbrella FL Group, became incorporated
in Ontario, and 2004 saw FL Securities
Inc. join the Investment Dealers
Association of Canada, which was later to
become the Investment Industry
Regulatory Organization of Canada, one
of the key organizations involved in ordering the Cease Trade of First Leaside securities last year. It was at this time that First
Leaside also began offering full-service
wealth management to Ontario families,
namely ones that had wealth enough to
meet First Leaside's lofty criteria. This
was, according to the website, to fulfill the
dream of having a financial advisory service designed “by its investors, for its
investors.”
It's worth noting here that First Leaside's
ideal investor had to be accredited with
liquid assets in excess of $1 million, and
that there are approximately 1000
investors within the FL Group at this
time. Each investor has had to put in a
minimum of $100,000, and the average
investment has been $290K.
So how does all this high financial wheeling-and-dealing relate to Uxbridge, which
doesn't have a Bay Street at its centre?
Back in 1999, the First Leaside Group of
Companies left the financial district of
Toronto and moved its offices to a lovely
property just outside of Uxbridge, on
Regional Road 8, boasting that it had
made the move to “better serve its clients,
who were to be found across Ontario, and
was an easy distance to major metropolitan areas while still enjoying easy rural
charm.”

Almost 10 years later, the First Leaside
Co-op commercial development in
Uxbridge began to be discussed, and
Uxbridge began to get excited about the
fantastic new building that would house
the First Leaside Group of Companies.
While the building design and its architects were busy winning awards, First
Leaside continued to grow, buying into
limited partnerships as close as St.
Catharines, in Ontario, and as far away as
British Columbia.
First Leaside operations and business
practices were best summed up in a report
prepared in August, 2011, by Grant
Thornton Limited, a company that specializes in accounting, risk management
and corporate restructuring.
“The FL Group... in addition to investment opportunities, offers its investors
wealth management, estate planning,
insurance, accounting and tax services
through a number of different entities.
Investors have placed their capital, directly or indirectly, in the following types of
assets: multi-unit residential properties in
Canada and the United States, retirement
homes in Ontario and British Columbia,
raw land with development potential
throughout Southern Ontario, four small
independent accounting firms in Western
Canada, a cidery and brewery in Southern
Ontario, as well as a liquor consulting
business, and high tech companies in
their infancy stage which are eligible to
receive government grants. Clients are
primarily looking for tax efficient investments and predictable distribution payments.”
As of June, 2011, First Leaside had
approximately $370M assets under its
management.
It's here that the climb to the financial
top seems to take an abrupt turn. In
November, 2011, a letter was delivered to
all FL investors announcing that Grant
Thornton had conducted “an independ-
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ent third party analysis and review of the
assets, affairs and operations of the First
Leaside Group,” which was the report
mentioned earlier.
It went on to say that the analysis and
review had concluded, among other
things, that the “future viability of the FL
Group was contingent on the ability to
raise new capital.” The FL group was
advised that it was not appropriate to use
money raised from new investors to fund
the operating losses, rehabilitation costs
and distributions of existing limited partnerships, so they stopped trading units
while affairs were reconfigured. If the FL
group was restricted from raising new
capital, it would be unable to continue its
operations as it would have would not
have enough revenue to support its infrastructure, staffing costs, and to meet its
funding requirements for existing projects. Namely the First Leaside Co-op
Project,
It was when this report came out that the
IIROC, along with the Ontario Securities
Commision, recommended that a voluntary cease trade needed to occur, which
would prevent First Leaside from securing
new investors. No new investors meant no
new money. No money meant no payouts
for investors. Which ultimately meant no
viable investment company.
Although an “Independent Committee”
is working alongside the advisors and
management to conduct what could be
called a reconfiguration plan, the managed wind-up of First Leaside's activities
is now in the hands of Greg MacLeod, of
G.S. MacLeod and Associates in Toronto,
a firm specializing in corporate restructuring, who has been appointed Chief
Restructuring Officer. Several letters have
been written to investors outlining what
has been happening, and the process,
though unfortunate, appears to be transparent and public. Full details are available on the company website.
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The Troop

by Mark Humphrey

On New Year’s Day I was in Elgin Park
helping take down the light display the
1st Uxbridge Scout Group had set up for
the Fantasy of Lights in support of our
sponsors, The Optimists. I’m a Cub
leader, halfway through my second year
as a volunteer and I’ve been thinking
about how we can promote Scouting in
Uxbridge because a few odd comments
have led me to believe there may be a
general lack of information about us. A
lot of people don’t seem to know that we
have had girls in scouting officially in all
groups since 1998. Some people were
even surprised that scouting is still
around. It may be that people don’t
know how how fun Scouting actually
can be.
New Year’s Day was wet and cold. I was
in full rain gear, long johns underneath,
snow boots. Scouter Art was on his second pair of mitts, already soaked
through, having a tough time trying to
get the ice out of the canoe that was part
of our display. I came out because he emailed for helpers and Scouting is a
brotherhood. We do look out for each
other; the last part of the Cub Promise is
“to do a good turn for somebody every
day.” My son, Joshua, a Cub, is helping
Scouter Grieg stow some things in his
car. He must be as wet and as cold as the
rest of us but he’s not complained once.
And, I am, of course, very proud, but he
is not the exception. There are many
young people like him in all levels of
Scouting—Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Venturers. We are outside so much I
think we really learn to be at home outdoors regardless of the weather and helping is an important value in Scouting.

Two years ago, a few Cubs who left our
program said we were boring. That
might have meant we didn’t appeal to
those kids or it might have meant we
really were boring. We decided as a leadership team to follow the Scouts Canada
quality standards to monitor our program, striving for excellence. If we succeeded we’d earn a crest and we could
add another year stripe for every year we
maintained our standard. Everyone
knows that Scouts love to earn badges!
So we involved the Cubs with our planning, we involved the parents, we sacrificed weekends to train as leaders, we
emphasized community service, we got
outdoors as often as possible and we tried
to nurture a spiritual awareness. Just this
month we received our Commissioner’s
Quality Award for excellence in programming for 2010-2011.
For any child who thought we were
boring, here is what we have done this
month. We’ve been to a Kub Kurl hosted
by the Oshawa Scout group, a great program that teaches the proper way to curl.
We’ve learned how to make crystals.
We’ve skated at the Uxbridge arena.
We’ve done a night of skits demonstrating winter first aid to treat frost bite,
hypothermia and snow blindness. We
had a weekend of winter camping with
nature hikes, games, skits, stargazing and
great food.
Next year is the 90th Anniversary of
Scouting in Uxbridge. With our new
uniforms designed by Joe Fresh being
phased in and a new 1st Uxbridge crest
being designed, we hope that our future
is vibrant and full of promise.

