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FAMILY FUN - Everybody comes for a good time to the annual Kinsmen Family Skating Party on Elgin Pond. It’s just that for some, like the kids on the left, the fun is in the food, while for
others, it’s in more traditional frozen pond pursuits. Photos by Lezley Woodhams (left) and Renee Leahy.

Bruins take early 2-0 lead in playoff with Little Britain
by Roger Varley
Although the Uxbridge Bruins lead
their OHA Jr. C Central Division
semi-final series against Little Britain
Merchants 2-0, danger lurks in the
sin bin for the most penalized team in
the league.
“We have to stay out of the penalty
box or we're going to be done way
earlier than we anticipate,” said coach
and general manager Matt Muir after
Saturday's game in Little Britain.
“We lived by the penalty kill and in
my experience we won't succeed if we
have to keep that up. We're not going
to be able to sustain killing penalties
all playoff long.”
At the arena last Friday, the Bruins
downed the Merchants 4-1 and followed that with a 3-2 victory the following night.
Of the three goals the Merchants
have so far scored, two came on the
power play. However, as the coach

said, the Bruins were awesome when
playing short-handed.
In total, the Bruins received 30
penalties, compared to Little Britain's
17. Five times in the two games the
Bruins found themselves two men
short, but held the attackers at bay for
all but one.
On Friday, defenceman Nick Kucera
opened the scoring in the first period,
with the assist going to Kyle
Northover, returning for his first
game since last fall. Evan Haga made
it 2-0 with a short-handed goal late in
the second period, assisted by Jayson
Heydon and Kucera on a beautiful
passing play. Steve Posteraro, assisted
by Kurt Batty, gave the Uxbridge
squad a three-goal lead on a sharpangled shot with 13 seconds left in
the period.
The Merchants finally made it to the
scoreboard with a short-handed goal
in the third, but Pat Degerdon finished the scoring with another sharp-

angle shot, assisted by Haga.
In Little Britain, Scott Van Allen
opened the scoring early in the first
period with a blast over Merchant
goalie Jordan Ross' left shoulder.
Assists went to Derek Davis and
Haga. Van Allen put the Bruins ahead
2-0 midway through the second period after Davis fed him a long lead
pass up the middle. Kucera also
received an assist. Then, with Kirk
Anderson and Callum Lynch both in
the penalty box, the Merchants
scored their first power play goal.
Haga re-established the two-goal
lead early in the third, assisted again
by Kucera, and the Bruins held on
until the last minute when, with
Dallas Ingram serving a penalty and
Ross pulled for the extra attacker, the
Merchants scored their second
power-play goal.
“We got two wins because we're the
better team,” said Muir when asked
about the Bruins' performance in the

first two outings, “but it's hard to tomorrow at the arena at 7:45 p.m.,
judge anything when we're short- with game four in Little Britain on
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. If a fifth game
handed the whole game.”
A major reason for the Bruins' suc- is needed, it will be played at the
cess so far is goalie Chris Seiler, who arena on Tuesday at 7:45 p.m. and
has been outstanding in the first two the sixth game, if necessary, will be in
games with a goals-against average of Little Britain on Wednesday at 7:30
1.50. This compares with Ross' 4.10 p.m.
average, although Ross played five
Attendance at Friday's home game
games against Lakefield Chiefs in the was pegged at 341.
preliminary
round.
Seiler,
Beaver Tale, Uxbridge Brook by Renee Leahy
who was the
object of Little
Britain's physical
attention in their
playoff series last
year, is making it
plain to his
opponents that
he is not going
to take it this
time.
The third game
in the series is
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Letters to the Editor
In 2006 Durham elected political neophyte Bev Oda over Doug Moffatt, the
former two-term mayor of Scugog.
Moffatt had proven integrity, was wellliked, competent and experienced in the
blood sport of politics.
Oda showed her political inexperience
and bad judgment many times over the
campaign by saying some silly things that
showed bad judgment, ignorance and her
willingness to be a pawn.
I heard her respond to a query about
why she was running by saying that she
“realized she couldn’t afford to retire and
needed a job”.
But she had one attribute that the electorate in Durham loved: she was one of

them, she was a Tory. Harry Stemp from
his guaranteed soapbox in the Cosmos
wrote, “Vote for anyone, but don’t vote
Liberal.” I was pleased to note that for
Stemp political affiliation trumped both
race and gender, a very liberal trait.
Which informed person would be surprised to observe that she was used as a
mouthpiece by her glorious leader, then
would lie to resolve her dilemma? I agree
with Tommy Douglas who once stated
that the “electorate gets the government
they deserve”.
Saundra Reiner
RR #2, Uxbridge

Cartoon by
Rob Westall, Udora

SOFA Smiles
with Fred Bendell
Time flies when you’re having fun, only he could get
seven games left before the playoffs and some for the
every team is playing hard to make the rest of us. Glad
final four. I received a call Sunday after- to see Dale
noon from a friend who said he heard C a t h e r w o o d
there was a fight early Sunday morning between the
after a hockey game, he thought it was the pipes. Wish Doug Rogers would slow
senior men’s league. I assured that it was down, he is going to hurt himself; he’s
not us, fighting at our age is too danger- starting to skate like Scott Frisby.
ous. The Green Team and Light Blue
Team had a close
game Sunday, as
RINITY NITED
did Dark Blue
and the Orange
HURCH
Team. Still see a
20 First Ave., Uxbridge
few
regulars
missing,
they
“NEW MINISTER IN TOWN”
must be enjoyOur
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Bill Fritz was featured in
ing the sunny
south (not sure it Roger Varley's “A Cup of Coffee” on February 10, 2011
was too sunny
You are all invited to hear an uplifting Sermon
and warm anyby Pastor Bill at our Sunday Services at 10:00 am
where last week,
Sunday School & Nursery available
though.) Not
--------------------------------------------------------sure what Paul
Jr. Youth Program - Friday's 4:30 pm Grades 6 - 8
Bradbury has for
Sr. Youth Program - Friday's 7:-00 pm Grades 9 - 12
breakfast, wish
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A Cup of Coffee... with Jennifer Iacob
Her Uxbridge Secondary School
friends might remember her better
as Jenn Lee. For the last dozen
years, she has spent much of her
time in Romania, working with
orphans and the Roma people. She
is back in Uxbridge for a while to
raise funds and the Cosmos took
advantage of the fact to invite her
for a cup of coffee.
Back in 1998, you were going
around Uxbridge fund-raising. For
what?
I was going to Romania for one
month and I think I knocked on
every door in Uxbridge that existed
at the time. I sold chocolates and Tshirts and eggs and I did a walkathon
and I did a car wash at Noble
Transport, anything I could think of
to raise money. I went to Romania
for a month on a humanitarian aid
trip and I thought it was going to be
a one-time thing. Once I arrived in
Romania and I saw the need of the
children there, I couldn't pretend I
didn't see it and turn away and come
back to Canada and not continue to
do something.
Was that one-month trip part of a
church initiative?
It was through an organization based
out of California called Heart to
Heart International and they sent
teams of young people from North
America over for a month at a time
to Romania where they would be
volunteering in orphanages and hospitals.
We've all heard the horror stories of
the Romanian orphanages. So you
arrived in Romania. What happened?
I was broken by what I saw and what
I experienced. I saw first hand what
had been shown on the news and I
saw that, from the time when
Communism fell until when I was
there in 1998, there hadn't been a lot
of change in these institutions, in the
orphanages and the hospitals.
Infants were still left in their cribs all
day long, not being changed, not
being touched or held and they were
suffering because of it. You'd have
children who were born completely
healthy, completely normal, who
were so neglected they became handicapped. As an 18-year-old, I could
see how I could make a difference,
that I could go in and change the life
of these kids simply by providing
stimulation and love. And so that's
what I did.
What was your assignment for that

month?
We were going into a children's hospital where we were working with
abandoned babies and there were
about 30 infants in this hospital that
had been abandoned by their parents. They weren't ill, they were just
there because there was nowhere else
to put these kids. We were also working in orphanages. I had no medical
training at the time - (now I'm a
nurse) – but I was giving these children medical checkups and giving
advice to the staff on how to better
care for the children. I was shocked
that, at 18, I could actually do that
and just because I was born and
raised in Canada I had enough
knowledge of what to do, just simple
things, common sense, that I could
go in and help the staff to provide
better care.
So as your month came to an end,
you apparently were about to make a
life-changing decision?
I stayed strong until we were landing
at Pearson Airport. As soon as I saw
the Toronto skyline, I burst into
tears and knew that I couldn't go
back to my normal Canadian
lifestyle. No matter what, I had to go
back and I had to make an impact in
the life of the kids in Romania.
People had forgotten about them.
There had been a news frenzy in
1990-91. The media went away and
people thought all the children had
been adopted and the problem was
fixed. When I went in 1998, I saw
the exact same problem that had
been there eight years before.
So what did you decide to do?
I decided to go back.
But you say you are now a nurse.
Where did you take your training?
That was a process. I'll give you a bit
of a time-line. I came back and
worked for a year-and-a-half to get
the money to return to Romania. In
January 2000, I moved back to
Romania and was there for a full
year. Then I returned to Uxbridge
and, although I graduated in 1998,
the high school allowed me to return
because I needed three more credits
to get my nursing diploma. I needed
two sciences and a math that I didn't
think I needed when I was in high
school, as many teenagers think. I
attended for another semester, still
trying to raise awareness of what was
going on in Romania, did a fundraiser at the school and then applied to
Durham College for their nursing
program. I received a tuition bursary
and kept my grade point average up

so I didn't have to pay tuition.
However, I still returned to Romania
every break: summer, I was there for
three or four months, Christmas I'd
be there for a month, spring break
I'd go back. And when I was writing
my exams, my bags were already
packed and I drove to Pearson and
got on a plane back to Romania. In
2002, I was working in an orphanage and was expressing to some
friends my frustrations that when I
was there I would make a great
developmental program for the
infants and toddlers, but as soon as I
left everything would go back to how
it was. So my friends said why didn't
I hire some local people, train them
so that even when I was back in
Canada at nursing school the pro-

gram would be continuing. So I was
hiring students and training them so
there was always someone there
doing what I had been doing.
And the Romanian government
allowed you to march in and take
over?
I go in very quietly. Even now, I look
young for my age. When I was 18-20
years old, I looked like a 15-year-old.
So the directors of these institutions
would look at me and think, “She's
just a girl, she's harmless, what can
she do?” I was given access to places
that other people were not given
access to. I would go in, watch what
was going on around me, make relationships with the staff and the
directors and then bring in the
change. It would be slow so that I
wouldn't shock them and get kicked
out.
But as I understand it, you are now
working with the Romas. You seem to
go after people who are in the news,
because France recently ejected all
their Romas. How did you get there
from the orphanages?
More and more people started going
over to work with the children.
Everybody loves working with
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by Roger Varley
babies, they're so cute. Nobody
wants to work with the Roma people. I saw this group of children as I
passed them on the bus weekly and
they were living in a community that
was completely run down in the
downtown core of Bucharest. I just
moved in, literally, opened up a little
office there, right in the heart of
their community, and began a children's program. I would bring in
toys and supplies and the community saw what I was doing and became
curious. For the first month, I would
only say hello as I passed them, but I
didn't try to engage them any more
than that. Then at Christmastime, I
was going to do an outreach for the
children, bringing in Santa Claus
and every child getting a gift. So I
took a clipboard, paper and a pen,
went onto the street and within a
minute I was surrounded by children. I explained we were going to
start a children's program and asked
who would like to attend. Within 15
minutes, I had 50 children enrolled.
After the first hour, I had 100 children. So I transitioned from working
in the orphanages to working with
these Roma children that nobody
wanted to work with.
When I was a child in England, we
referred to Romas as gypsies. Is that a
pejorative term?
I usually say gypsy only because the
Roma people that I'm working with
call themselves gypsies. The politically correct term is Roma. But I
would like to mention Romania
recently passed a law stating that it's
illegal to use the term “Roma”. You
must use the term gypsy. The reasoning for this is that they say if you call
them Roma, people are going to
think they are Romanians and
Romanians do not claim Roma gypsies as being Romanian. They are
very prejudiced against them.
Does that attitude toward the Romas
make your work more difficult?
Definitely, because there are no
resources. I'm one person. There's
only so much that I can do. When
I'm trying to help a Roma mother
find a job or find a child a kindergarten placement, there's no help
available.
I always thought Romas were a
nomadic people, but you say they
have fixed communities.
Even in Romania, there are different
clans of gypsies. I'm working with
urban gypsies, who are very much
different from those you find in the
country. The community I'm working with live in a group of abandoned buildings and so they're
squatting illegally, usually one family
per room. It doesn't matter if they
have two children or 10 children.
There's no running water, electricity
is stolen from the street and you can
imagine the conditions. There are
cockroaches and rats, all the children
have lice and there's no help for
them to rise out of the situation. I've
opened up an outreach centre and

the children come from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. and they receive a kindergarten
or pre-school type of education as
well as social skills and life skills. It's
not just learning ABCs. They learn
how to wash their hands and how to
brush their teeth, because if you have
no running water at home, you
don't learn these things. Of the gypsies registered with the government,
less than six per cent finish Grade
Four. The gypsy life is very unstructured and we're trying to put them
into a structured environment when
they're put into school.
Do you speak Romanian?
Yes, I had to learn.
How long did that take? Actually,
not very long. First I got a tape. We
had a house in Barton Farms and as
I was washing dishes I played the
tape. Once I arrived in Romania, I
was learning from all around me
through immersion. My Romanian
has improved dramatically 11 years
later. I'm married to a Romanian.
I was going to get to that. How did
you meet?
We met through a friend of a friend
of a friend. Somebody invited me
and somebody else invited him and
we were at a little cafe in the heart of
Bucharest. I didn't talk to him the
first time, but I noticed that he
dressed nicely and he sat up straight.
We met a week later at a street festival and that's when we connected. It
was definitely a whirlwind romance.
We got married eight months after
we started dating. That's not me at
all. I'm the girl with the plan. I plan
things out. He's with me now, his
first time in Canada. He's shocked at
how spacious everything is and how
big everything is. We were given an
apartment to stay in and he walked
into the kitchen and he yelled at me
to come into the kitchen because he
wanted to show me the industrialsized refrigerator and stove. I
explained to him that in Canada this
is normal sized. He was blown away
by the size of our appliances and television.
Before you took that initial trip to
Romania, what did you think you
were going to be doing with your life?
I had no idea. I knew it was people
related, whether it was nursing or
being an educator, a social worker,
but I never had an exact direction
until I went to Romania and realized
this is what I was meant to be.
What are you doing in Uxbridge
now?
I'm here raising money and we have
to raise another $80,000. Once that
is raised, we go back to Romania. If
anyone wants to make a donation
they
can
e-mail
me
at
jiacob@paoc.org.
There's so much more I could ask
you, but my space is limited. Thank
you, Jenn.
Thank you.
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our two cents
Democracy and gasoline
The amazing events happening across the Arab world right now are, of course, reminiscent of what occured behind the Iron Curtain some two decades ago. The Berlin Wall
came down and before long, regimes were toppling in every Communist country in
Europe (although the ripples didn’t carry as far as Cuba or China). Within a few years,
Germany had re-united and the Soviet Union had dissolved.
Our Cup of Coffee on page 3 is a reminder that not everything in the former Communist
nations instantly became a bowl of cherries. In many cases, the new governments were
just as bad as the old ones, just with different masks, and in several former Soviet
republics, the Communists slowly re-emerged, except through more-or-less democratic
processes.
And in the euphoria surrounding the revolutions in northern Africa or the Persian Gulf,
we shouldn’t be blinded to the same kinds of things happening. As old dictators leave the
room, there are any number of new ones waiting in the wings for their moment on the
stage. Is the new military government in Egypt, for example, a substantial improvement
on the Mubarak administration? If the king yields power in Bahrain, what kind of government will take it up?
And it only takes a little uncertainty about the future of oil-rich Arabia to set our fragile economic ship a-rocking in the western world. A Toronto TV commentator was heard
to say a little earlier this week that “although Libyan citizens are paying in blood this
week in the streets of Tripoli, Torontonians are likely to soon be paying in a different
way: at the gas tank.”
It’s hard to believe that a supposedly intelligent reporter actually put it that way, but of
course he’s right. The average Canadian really doesn’t care a fig about whether the government in Libya is a democracy or a tyranny, whether its leader is a despot, a madman
or a saint. He or she doesn’t care if the average Libyan lives in a hovel or a palace,
whether he can read or watch television - or vote. All he really cares is whether Libya, a
valued fellow member of OPEC, will continue to export the black gold in a reliable fashion, so he can continue to afford to drive his Hummer or Escalade.
It would be most inconvenient if the struggle for freedom in Algeria or Abu Dhabi or,
heaven help us, Saudi Arabia, resulted in even a temporary spike in gas prices. Someone
like Ghadaffi is very likely to take a few pipelines and refineries with him as he goes,
and that would fairly wreak havoc on the streets and flyways of the civilized world. And
Libya is only the world’s 15th largest exporter of oil. The mind fairly boggles as to what
might happen if rebels threatened production in the bigger countries.
Of course, all the people screaming and weeping in the streets of Cairo or Yemen have
thought of this, surely? Surely they realize that the sympathy of “westerners” watching
their struggles on wide-screen TVs from comfortable living room couches will only go so
far. If we’re forced to choose between supporting the human rights of people with difficult-to-pronounce names in countries we’d be hard-pressed to locate on a globe, and paying a quarter more for a litre of gas... well, let’s hope things don’t come to that, OK?
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Stemp’s Stew
Went back to my childhood Monday
morning when I drove by Elgin Pond
on a cold, crisp day, but under a
beautiful warming sun.
The ice service on the pond had
been cleared to form several skating
areas and benches were in place
thanks to the number of volunteers
(won’t name them in fear of missing
someone) who take it on as their
responsibility to make sure young
and old of Uxbridge can enjoy this
wonderful natural facility.
As I sat and watched, fond memories of good times growing up in
Uxbridge flowed through my mind
and Elgin Pond was the focal point
of our recreation enjoyment as a
child. Swimming in fresh water
through the summer months, winter
skating and playing ‘shinny’ (hockey)
was the thing to do for young and
old alike.
A vision of my father, Jack Stemp,
cutting the back off a four-legged
chair, lacing up my skates and having
me push the chair around and
around until I got the nerve to stand
upright and shouting, “Look Dad, I
can skate all by myself ”. I remember
the great feeling of accomplishment.
What a wonderful memory.
Watching young parents go through
the same motions with their children
made me think that not a lot has
changed – other than pollution in
one form or another having taken
away the ‘swimming hole’ during the
summer months.
We are so lucky to live in a community that has, not just a lot of services, but areas where we can enjoy natural activity whenever we have the
urge. And also to be known as the
Trail Capital of Canada is another
bonus.
Guess what I am saying is appreciate what we have every day and, at
every opportunity, thank those who
spend the time and effort to prepare
these areas for our enjoyment.
--------------------------Something you may not know, but

column by Harry Stemp

one Monday a month the veterans of
our community have been hosted to
an appreciation afternoon in the clubrooms of the Uxbridge Legion.
There is no charge for this, and our
wonderful vets and their partners
enjoy an afternoon of fun and fellowship. There are always lots of door
prizes and the hard-working members of the Ladies’ Auxiliary make
sure there are more than enough
refreshments to go around.
These afternoons have been going
on for several years and lately
Uxbridge has been welcoming vets
from other Legions whose branches
do not have this type of an event.
Again the volunteer aspect of our
community plays a role as some of
our talented entertainers drop by and
keep the party swinging – something
always appreciated by those attending.
Monday afternoon I was pleased to
see Walter Taylor (former town clerk)
drop in and play, as only Walter can
play, the wonderful organ that was
donated by the family of the late
Dick McEnaney. Walter is an accomplished musician who has been
entertaining people for more years
than he probably wants to admit
and, judging by the guests, he was
much appreciated.
This is always a wonderful afternoon, as Uxbridge is blessed to have
so many residents who gave so much
of their lives to make sure we enjoy
the freedoms many take for granted.
But I have a feeling we have even
more veterans among us who aren’t
coming out to take part in these
afternoons. If you know of one,
please get them to call the Legion at
905-852-5293 for details. I can guarantee you they will be made most
welcome and enjoy a great afternoon.
---------------------When in Florida I love going to the
various happy hours that are within
walking distance of our digs. Not just
because the cold ones are on at half
price (although that is much appreci-

ated) but more for the interesting
people you meet along the bar.
For a while, as Canadians, we were
quizzed about our health care system
that many had been brainwashed
into thinking as the worst system
imaginable.
But lately it has been more about
Uxbridge. Where is it, how big is it,
etc. But lately I have bumped into
several people who know Uxbridge
well. One chap from North York
worked for the construction company that built the latest addition to
our Secondary School. Was so
impressed with Uxbridge that he and
his wife actually toyed with the idea
of packing up and moving here.
But an interesting gentleman saw
my ‘Trails Capital of Canada’ t-shirt
and came over and asked if Lucy
Maud Montgomery was still a popular name around Leaskdale? This sure
caught my interest, and I soon
learned that I was talking to Gerry
Baxter who spent a fair amount of
time in this area.
Gerry and business partners were
interested in developing a golf course
just east of Leaskdale on Durham 23.
They thought it was an excellent
location for what would have been a
very exclusive golf facility.
“We were interested in the history
of Lucy Maud Montgomery,” he
said, “and planned on incorporating
‘Avonlea’ into the name of the
course.”
Many will remember there was a lot
of opposition to the project. It was
eventually scrapped and Gerry and
his friends moved on. But not without fond memories of this beautiful
part of Ontario in which we live.
Also Gerry asked me to say hello to
his friend who operates King Henry’s
Arms as well as former councillor Bill
Ballinger.
A small world? You bet it is. And I
find it gets even smaller when I wear
that trails t-shirt with the big
“Uxbridge” right in the middle.
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procrastinate now!

the barris beat

column by Veronica Blake

column by Ted Barris

Being there

Where does all the dirt go?

Earlier this week, I hosted a Black History Month event in Toronto. The guest
speaker was fashion designer, actress and filmmaker Linda Carter. A couple of weeks ago her latest production, a film called “The Making of a Judge,” documented the life of her father, George E. Carter, Canada's
first native born black judge. Following her short talk about the film, several journalists posed questions.
They ranged from her thoughts about her career to the importance of Black History Month to her feelings
about Afri-centric schools. Then she got this one:
“What are your thoughts on the causes of such things as the Jordan Manners shooting in a Toronto school?”
the young journalist asked.
Linda Carter has faced tough moments before. She's dealt with neglect from the media about her AfricanCanadian film projects. She's turned the other cheek when told, “a particular magazine wasn't ready to feature a black fashion designer on its cover.” She even watched advertisers choose photographs of white models modelling the same clothes in which she'd just been photographed moments before. But suddenly she
was facing a much deeper race question. She didn't flinch.
“There's a lot of angry black men with no black mentors,” she said. “More black parents have to take on
the responsibility of their boy children.”
She pointed out that the province had just celebrated Family Day. She wondered aloud just how many families - African, Asian, Caucasian - had actually taken the time to share the day with family, to offer time and
advice from parent to child, mother to daughter, father to son. She pointed out that she had been a single
parent and that she got help from her family, principally her grandmother, to get through.
“In this society, we need people who've been there before,” she said.
Carter made me think about how my own family had just spent the long weekend. On Friday, my wife and
I had made babysitting arrangements so that our older daughter could get away and share an event with
our younger daughter. On Saturday, my wife's plans included a trip to a barn where she rides her horse. We
suddenly realized that our three-year-old granddaughter, who'd often expressed a wish to see the barn, the
horse and everything in between, might get a kick out of tagging along. It took a bit of organizing - we had
to swap our vehicle for the one with the child car seat in it - but it all worked out. Granddaughter got all she
wanted in a farmyard immersion and then some. And then on Monday - Family Day - we shared a dinner
out with the entire family - with parents, uncles, aunts, sisters-in-law and kids. I admit that sometimes making our family events occur requires the skills of the D-Day planner, but for us it always seems the right thing
to do.
I guess it's a habit I learned from my own parents. I recall the hectic nature of my own father's schedule.
Dad was a columnist, a reviewer and a radio/TV host. His life consisted of chasing performers, lounge acts,
stage shows and movie times from one end of the day to the other. Seven days a week. Still, as best he could,
he always ensured that whenever the opportunity arose, we should do things as a family. That's why as kids,
my sister and I got to see name acts at the Royal York Hotel or jazz greats at the Town Tavern (somehow
Dad even persuaded the club owners to let us in underage). And though we rarely sat down to Sunday dinner as a family (because of Dad's crazy schedule), most times my mother and father, instead of going to
events as a twosome, made sure we went as a foursome.
I realize there's a big difference between the relatively privileged experience my sister and I knew sharing time with our parents. It's not the same as immigrant parents working at several jobs all day - for minimum wages at best - and then hurrying home to keep a household functioning. But I hear Linda Carter's
call for the need for parents (and grandparents) to be in the lives of their offspring. And not just as distractions and pinch-hitters, but equally as nurturers, mentors, and, yes, disciplinarians too.
Monday night, at the end of what amounted to a Family Day weekend, our family members went separate
ways. And as we drove one daughter and the grandchildren home, our daughter said that it had been a full
weekend - full of activity, full of excitement and “really full of family.”
She meant it as a compliment. I can only imagine that if more families had the opportunity and made the
attempt to be involved in each other's lives as participants rather than as spectators, how different (and perhaps better) things might be in their lives.

Commuting makes me feel like a grown-up.
Some days I wonder if I'm the only one commuting to Uxbridge from Toronto. I zoom past the traffic congestion every
day on my hour-long commute from Scarborough to my internship at the Cosmos. I can make it in 35 minutes if I drive
recklessly. An hour and a half if there's snow. Or an accident. Or if I get stuck behind a convoy of fill-trucks. I'm spending upwards of two hours a day on the road, in a '91 Ford Escort.
I bought the Escort (or, Lady of the Night, as I like to call her) from an 85-year-old woman from Montreal. The car
only had 130,000 km on it. The prior owner would park it from October through April because she was afraid to drive
in the snow - despite living in Quebec.
The car was a bargain, so I shelled out $900 (cash) and gave my pink pick-up truck to my father. It gets me from A
to B. Although, 'B' is now much further than my little beater would care to drive. The radio is crackly. The heater is
lukewarm, at best. And the speedometer doesn't work in cold weather.
But I like a car without all the bells and whistles. I like cranking down my window - it's good exercise! I may not have
a fancy remote to unlock my doors, and the tape deck might be busted, but the car is a pretty shade of blue. I was sold.
I bought it two years ago, when I enrolled in the journalism program at Centennial College. Yes, I know local celebrity Ted Barris. I'd like to say that I'm his favourite student. But I don't know if he's in agreement with that. And I'm
very conscious of the fact that his column will be right next door. It's intimidating.
But I've had my column photo ready since day one at the Cosmos and I jumped at the chance to have my own column - a chance to be as hated as Rosie DiManno, as hilarious as Scott Feschuck, or as endeared as Ted Barris.
But six months ago, before starting this internship at the Cosmos, I was on a blissful summer break from j-school (journalism school.) And I spent a large portion of the summer watching an LCBO being built beside the retail store that I
work at. All summer long, I would eat my lunch outside, enthralled with the backhoes and dump trucks and cement
trucks. And despite being on summer vacation, the journalist in me started to wonder, 'Where does all the dirt go?'
Every time I visit my aunt and uncle in Ajax, there's a new subdivision or retailer built. My cousin's neighbourhood in
Milton is growing at an astronomical rate. Even Scarborough is always in a state of development.
I watched truckloads of dirt being hauled away from the liquor store, and wondered where it went. Finally, after a night
of too-many-whiskeys, I posed the question to my j-school friends, 'Where does the dirt go?'
While some answered philosophically, others claimed it was dumped into Lake Ontario, turned into mountains or blown
away in the wind.
No one guessed Uxbridge.
Now, it's a daily occurence to see fill-trucks coming to and from the Lakeridge site in Scugog on my way into Uxbridge.
I feel like the trucks are mocking me.
Now that I have a few fill articles under my belt, I still don't know where I stand. Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor ran and won - on a platform that was anti-fill. Looking to our neighbours to the East in Scugog, it's easy to understand her
stance. Even with the municipality seemingly doing everything right, they're powerless to stop the trucks from dumping at the aerodrome. The Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority's hands are tied, because the fill isn't deemed a threat
to the municipal drinking water supply. MP John O'Toole might be working on a private member's bill for fill-regulation, but the ministry of the environment isn't stepping up to the plate.
Whether we decide to outlaw it, or regulate it, at the end of the day, the dirt has to go somewhere. Development continues to sprawl in all directions across the GTA, with no end in sight. And if Toronto Mayor Rob Ford has his way, an
entire subway-system worth of dirt will need to find a place to go.
Former mayor Bob Shepherd is a realist. The dirt's got to go somewhere, prohibiting it will only lead to illegal dumping. Fill is a tempting revenue stream for a municipality limited in its development potential. With a 2.75 per cent property tax increase looming, the potential dangers of commercial fill seem less significant.
It's no question that commercial fill needs to be regulated. But passing the buck from municipality to conservation
authority to the province hasn't achieved anything.
This is procrastination at its worst. The bureaucracy of correspondence being sent back and forth and back again before
anything gets done needs to end. The Walkerton tradgedy happened in 2000 and it won't be until 2012 before all of
Justice O'Connor's recommendations from the resulting inquiry are put into place. Twelve years seems like a long time.
But the ironic thing is, even after 12 years, not all water will be protected. You can dump potentially contaminated fill
on a site vulnerable to private well water as long as it's a safe distance from the municipal drinking water supply.
So we’d better figure out where all the dirt is going to go. Because as long as development continues in Burlington
and Pickering and East Gwillimbury we'll need highways like the 407. And as long as Toronto Mayor Rob Ford is off the
gravy train and building subway trains, we'll need a place to put all that dirt.
And in the meantime, I'll be importing fresh Lake Ontario water from Scarborough, until the fill is regulated.

FIREPLACE SALE – ONLY 10 IN STOCK!
Hubbard Electric Fireplace
Dark Chocolate Finish
Remote Control
1000W heater with timer
Heats up to 300 sq. ft.
64-3551

$

Only
$

239

Save

99

60%
regular
$

99

599
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Sandford News
with Pat Asling
Second-guessing the weather, to prepare for the day, has become quite a
challenge with the roller-coaster ride
we have been on, -10C one day, +10C
the next. No wonder many people are
suffering from serious colds!
Deepest sympathy of the community is extended to the Meek family in
the death of Ruth Ann, the oldest
child of Bob and Sally Meek, who had
been battling an aggressive form of
cancer for several years...
Dorothy Baker underwent hip surgery last week and at last work was
progressing well while Deborah

Clements and Janet Smith await
surgery. Dennis Trouse is back
delivering meals-on-wheels; Jim
Wolfe is seeing better too. Best
wishes for improved and continued good health!
About 40 people gathered at the
Zephyr church on Feb. 14th to celebrate Valentine's Day. A bountiful
and varied pot-luck supper was served
and, after, there was a time of games
and fellowship enjoyed by all.
Sandford's time comes on March 18
when we host a “Green” night potluck supper and games...
Barbara Harwood celebrated a birthday on Sunday. This past Friday
evening George and Helen Munro
Johnson called on Bruce and Barb
and on Saturday I joined with my

6
Epsom Girls to celebrate Helen's
birthday at the home of her sister
Bette Somerville in Seagrave. All four
Munro children were born in
February as it seems were many others. What a time it must have been for
many getting to the hospital in the
blizzards of that month!
Dorothy Risebrough enjoyed a visit
from her sister Lenore and husband
Jim Broughton, from St. Catherines,
over the weekend, and we were
pleased to welcome them. This week
Rev. Diane brought along a new
friend, Jacob. Red-haired Jake was a
hit, as are all Rev. Diane's friends. The
week before it had been MJ the dog,
who assured us it was OK to get angry
but told us there were good and bad
ways to handle that anger. In this
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week's sermon Rev. Diane shed illumination on what some of the Bible
commandments meant, related to the
mores and customs of the times...
At the Uxbridge Genealogy meeting
former teacher John McLean
expounded on the ways and means to
“Put Branches On Your Family Tree”.
Next month Ken Nichols will explain
his project on the One-room Schools
of Durham...
Whether March comes in like a lion
or a lamb it will be a busy month,
with meeting and more fun activities.
Friday, Mar. 4 the ladies will join with
Mount Albert for the World Day of
Prayer. Usually we meet with
Leaskdale, and we will miss them...
Sandford Pancake Supper, on Shrove
Tuesday, at the hall, runs from

5:00PM to 7:30PM. On the 9th the
ladies will be at St. Andrews for the
'Souper lunch' and that same afternoon at 2:00 PM the Sandford
Council will meet. Mar. 13 is the
beginning
of
Lent,
with
Communion, followed on Monday
by the 1st Official Board gathering of
the year.
It is good to see that Zephyr residents are rallying around their community hall and library, with special
events being held several times in the
month. The church will also be holding their Oyster Supper in the hall on
Mar. 29, to quick-step out of the
month. We would like you to join us!

Uxbridge loses great singer and volunteer in Ruth Wade
by Veronica Blake
Ruth Wade was a voice for
Uxbridge. The soprano singer
belonged to countless choirs in

Uxbridge and was also a pillar of
volunteerism in the community.
Anne Mizen Baker knew Mrs.
Wade from both the Uxbridge
Chamber Choir and the Monday

Blow the winter blues away with a north wind.

LE VENT DU NORD
Canadian Folk Music’s 2010 Ensemble of the year!

Tuesday March 8 - 2011 8:30pm
Uxbridge Music Hall

Nominated
for a

2011 JUNO
Award
© Photo: www.photoman.ca
Incorporating music from around the world with the traditional sounds of Québec.

Uxbridge Music Hall - 16 Main Street South
Tickets $20.00 in advance, $25.00 at the door if available Tickets
available at: The Blue Heron, Presents Presents Presents
on line at www.promonium.tv/LeVentDuNord.html
or by calling 905 852-4120

Net proceeds go to the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust

Morning Singers.
“She had a beautiful soprano
voice,” Ms. Mizen Baker said.
“Ruth was a high-octane woman...
And on top of that, so sweet, so
kind. She went out of her way to
help people.”
Mrs. Wade died Feb. 14, at St.
Joseph's Hospice in Sarnia, six
months after being diagnosed with
cancer.
She was born Anna Ruth Cameron
on Jan. 7, 1929 in Hamilton, to
parents Kenneth and Mabel
Cameron. She lived in Hamilton
until she married Maurice Wade on
Jan. 7, 1948.
The couple moved to Montreal,
then Sarnia, finally settling in
Uxbridge in the late 50's. Mrs.
Wade was predeceased by her husband of 50 years, who died in 1999.
In addition to singing, Mrs. Wade
was also a member of the Hypatia
book club and the Susie Sorabji
chapter of The Imperial Order of
the Daughters of the Empire
(IODE). She was an active parishioner of Trinity United Church,
instrumental in the addition of
Trinity Manor.
She was a tireless fundraiser and
promoter for the choirs she was
involved in.
“Ruth just charmed everybody,”
Ms. Mizen Baker said. “She was just
a huge influence in the community.”
Long-time friend, Cathy Randall
knew Mrs. Wade through the choir,
and even accompanied her to
France where she sang.

“She had a gorgeous voice,” Ms.
Randall said. “An absolutely amazing voice. If she had some good,
professional training, she could've
done things.”
Mrs. Wade will be missed by her
sons Robert and Martin Wade and
their wives Elaine and Kathy, as well
as 10 grandchildren and four great-

grandchildren. A funeral service was
held Feb. 19 at Trinity United
Church.
“She was just top-notch,” Ms.
Randall said. “You couldn't ask for a
better friend. She was a very charming lady.”

~ WADE, ANNA RUTH ~
(nee: Cameron)
It is with great sadness we announce the gentle passing of
Anna Ruth Wade (nee: Cameron) on February 15, 2011 in
her 82nd year with family by her side at the St. Joseph’s
Hospice in Sarnia after a courageous battle with cancer. Ruth was born in
Hamilton, Ontario to Kenneth and Mabel Cameron on January 7, 1929 where
she lived until she married the love of her life Maurice on January 7, 1948.
They moved to Montreal then Sarnia before settling in Uxbridge where they were
married for almost 51 years until Maurice’s passing in 1999. Ruth was very
involved in her community as a tireless volunteer – a 50 year member of Susie
Sorabji Chapter of the IODE, a love of books found her at her beloved Hypatia
Club, a lifetime member of UCW, an active member of Trinity United Church
where she was instrumental in the building of Trinity Manor and of course her
love of singing brought her to many choirs including Uxbridge Chamber Choir
and Monday Morning Singers. Ruth lived a full and active life and was many
things to many people – a loving wife, a loving mother, a loving grandmother, a
true friend, inspirational, a selfless person, a graceful host and a lovely dignified
woman. She will be truly missed by those whose lives she touched.
Ruth was predeceased by her younger sister Jean (Fred) Booth. She leaves her
son Robert and his wife Elaine and their children Hayley (Bob) and Andrew, her
son Martin and his wife Kathy and their children Erin, Pam (Curtis) Amanda,
Keegan, Kassandra, Maddison, TJ and Sonya. Great grandchildren Josephine,
Zacharia, Hayden and Abby. Her younger brother Norman Cameron and his
wife Marlene and their family, her sister Barbara and husband Ted Walker and
their family, many nieces and nephews and of course her many friends and
neighbors who she adored. It is a great loss in all our lives and we will miss her
dearly.
A visitation was held on Friday, February 18, at the Low and Low Funeral
Home, Uxbridge from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. A Funeral Service to Celebrate Ruth’s
life was held on Saturday, February 19 at the Trinity United Church at 2:00 p.m.
Interment Uxbridge Cemetery. Reception followed. Donations may be made to
Susie Sorabji Chapter of the IODE. Online condolences may be made at
www.lowandlow.ca.
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Precious Minds focussed
on fit bodies as well

story and photos by Veronica Blake
The class begins with an aquatic rendition of “If you're happy and you know
it.”
Eight-year-old Kyle travels to Uxpool
from Port Perry for the weekly class.
Classmates liken Dylan, 13, to a fish. And
Jenica, 19, loves blowing bubbles.
Fitness Zone - SWIM is now in its
fourth year. The program is the brainchild of Precious Minds, a non-profit
organization serving children with “barriers to learning” in North Durham.
Sharon Butchart is part of the executive
team at Precious Minds, and says the program began as a way to promote physical
activity, which can be even more challenging with kids with special needs.
“Seeing how happy they are in the pool,
they love it,” Ms. Butchart said. “That's
their highlight of the week.”
While Precious Minds offers diverse programming, including camps, family support and tutoring, Fitness Zone - SWIM
is unique in several respects.
The class is led by Beth McClelland, a
Red Cross Instructor. The program is
open to any child with developmental
disabilities, no matter their swimming
abilities. Some kids work on obtaining
swimming badges through the Red Cross,
while the goal for others is simply to learn
basic water safety.
The program attracts student-volunteers
from Uxbridge Secondary School, who
work one-on-one with the students in the
water.
Grade 12 student Mackenzie La Rue,
17, is paired up with Dylan this session,

who keeps her busy throughout the 45minute class.
“It's really rewarding and it's a lot of
fun,” Ms. La Rue said. “Learn to swim,
learn pool safety - just have fun.”
After the swim class, the gang moves
upstairs for a healthy snack and social
time, where everyone - kids, volunteers
and adults - play games promoting teamwork and social skills.
Precious Minds subsidizes their programming through fundraising, grants
and donations, and Royal Bank provides
a grant for the swim program. Manager
Kim Kelly of RBC Uxbridge was on hand
to check out the class.
“I thought it was fantastic seeing how
excited the kids were,” Ms. Kelly said.
“It's nice to see our money going to something worthwhile.”
Sharon Butchart heads up community
and fundraising initiatives at Precious
Minds. Currently, they are organizing
“The Wedding Party,” an interactive theatre show and dinner, in the same vein as
“Tony and Tina's Wedding.” The event
will take place on Apr. 2 at Mill Run Golf
Club.
Later in May, the organization will also
host a Golf Classic at Mill Run.
“We're not government-funded, so we
never know where our money is coming
from,” Ms. Butchart said. “In a small
community like Uxbridge, it's hard to
pick fundraising events that are unique.”
For more information on Precious
Minds, visit www.preciousminds.com or
call 905-982-0882. Tickets for fundraisers can also be purchased at Blue Heron
Books.
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from 5 pm to 7:30 pm. Adults are $6.00; children 6-12 yr $3.00; 5 and under are free.

Coming Up
This Weekend...
Feb. 24-26 Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
From Ryleepuss
Productions. See page 11 and 12 for more
details.
Thurs., Feb. 24
It’s Soup Time at
Goodwood United Church, 11 –1p.m. Just
$3. Come and enjoy a time to relax with friends.
Fri. Feb. 25, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10 km moderate to fast and hilly loop hike or snowshoe in the
Walker Woods. Meet at the trail parking lot on
the west side of Conc. 7, 2.1 km south of Durham
21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Sat., Feb. 26, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike or snowshoe
on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km
moderate pace hike with some hills. Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862.
Sat., Feb. 26 at 6:30 pm Uxbridge Secondary
School. Becoming a Community of
Character: "A Community that Forgives" with
speaker, Dale Lang of Taber, Alberta.
Sat, Feb. 26, 2pm – 3pm Family
Tobogganing! Uxbridge Arena Hills. Bring
something for sliding and enjoy the hills behind
the arena with the "big kids" from the Uxbridge
Youth Centre. Remember to bring your helmet.
Sun., Feb. 27 11am - 3pm - Uxbridge
Minor Lacrosse Registration at Scugog

Arena. For ages 3 - 21. House League runs
mid-April to end-June. Games and practices are
held at both the Scugog Arena and the Uxbridge
Arena. For rates and more information please
check
out
our
website
www.uxbridgelacrosse.com.
Next Week...
Tues., Mar. 1, 7:30 p.m. The Uxbridge Fair
Board is holding its monthly meeting to plan for
this year's fair at the Uxbridge Library. Interested
parties and new volunteers are always welcome.
Contact Georgina Ghadery at 905-852-7745 if
you would like further information.
Fri. Mar. 4, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2 hr., 8+ km moderate
to fast and hilly hike or snowshoe in the Walker
Woods. Meet in the parking area on the east side
of Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham 21 at Albright
Rd. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Fri., Mar. 4 The Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust presents another fundraising
concert in celebration of "Family Day" - "Musical
Families" - a grand night of fiddle music with Ted
Barris as MC and performances by: The Jennish,
Quarles, Luke, Damus and McGillivray families at
St. Andrew's-Chalmers Presbyterian Church
(Church street entrance) at 7:30 p.m. Tickets at
the door - adults $15 students $10 (children under
the age of 10 free admission).
Fri., Mar. 4 Uxbridge Youth Centre
"Bands For Bananas" will begin at 7:30pm,
with performances from six local artists. The benefit is being held to support the children of
Romania. A cover of $5.00 will be charged at the

Tiger Talk
by Sean Wetselaar
and Sarah Rogers

Do M.A.D.D.
presentations have a
sobering effect?
It was an emotionally charged
Tuesday morning at Uxbridge
Secondary School, as a field representative from M.A.D.D.

(Mothers
Against
Drunk
Driving) gave a presentation on
impaired driving. It featured a
film called “Shattered”, which
discussed possible outcomes of
impaired driving, and included
several real testimonials from victims of drivers under the influence. The film was extremely
graphic,
and
emotionally
“intense at times,” as stated by
the school's principal Lucy Black
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door, and the money raised will be used to bring
the Romanian children fresh bananas.
Sat., Mar. 5, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the Al
Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike or snowshoe. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905-4772161.
Sat., Mar. 5 The Family Place of Mount Albert
is holding its 7th annual charity fundraiser event
at the Mount Albert Community Centre. Doors
open at 7:00pm and this year the much needed
"reliever" has a Hollywood glamour theme with
local "celebrities" such as Mayor Virginia
Hackson. There will also be a chance to have pictures taken by the paparazzi upon arrival at the
event.

Fri. Mar. 11, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10 km moderate to fast and hilly hike on the Glen Major
Brock Track. Meet in the parking area on the east
side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town
Line or 5.5 km south of Durham 21. Russ Burton
905-830-2862
Sat., Mar. 12, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike or snowshoe
on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.25 hr. 4.5
km moderate pace hike.
Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-8302862.
Ongoing....
Invitation to Meditation - Join us at the
Siloam Community Centre for an evening of med-

itation. Events every first and third Thursday from
7:00 to 9:00 pm. Donations accepted. (905)
852-9974 meditation@invitationtomeditation.ca
Indoor Farmer’s Market Sundays, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Uxbridge Seniors Centre, 75 Marietta
St.
Shuffleboard for Seniors Until Apr. 27,
Mon. & Wed. 9 a.m. Ux. Seniors Centre. All welcome.
Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours Monday to
Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 - 5pm.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The deadline for our
next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Sun., Mar. 6 Music Fest is now in its 19th
year. Reachview Village, Uxbridge from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m. We are always looking for new talent!
For more information please contact Jo at 905852-6487.
Sun., Mar. 6 12pm - 3pm - Uxbridge
Minor Lacrosse Registration at Uxbridge
Arena.
Upcoming...
Tues., Mar. 8 Vent du Nord Exciting concert
raising funds for Uxbridge Music Scholarship
Fund. See page 6 for more info.
Tues., Mar. 8 Sandford United Church is
holding a pancake supper at Sandford Hall,

in her address to the school
before the presentation.
Although we have had several
presentations on impaired driving throughout our high school
careers, this one was perhaps the
most upsetting, and certainly one
of the most graphic. It didn't cut
any corners, and dealt with some
very real emotions for many students in attendance. It also
brought up a question in the
minds of many listeners. Do
these presentations really work?
And should we be shown them so
regularly?
Many students believe, no. The
presentations are extremely
upsetting, featuring scenes of
injured victims, screaming testimonials and raw emotions. It's
possible that these presentations
discourage impaired driving, but
it still occurs, and many students
felt that they should not be subjected to viewing films like the
one shown Tuesday morning.
There was also some question by
many students as to whether or
not it was appropriate to show
films such as this considering the
fact that USS has lost several students to car accidents over the
recent years, and the grief from
these tragedies is still in the
minds of many students.
Although the idea behind the
presentation was to prevent
future tragedies, it was hugely
upsetting to many students who
have been touched by local
deaths.
While there are some students
who felt the presentation was
unnecessary, many others felt it
was important. Sarah's second

period class had a discussion
about the necessity after the seminar and many students saw both
sides of the issue. Although
upsetting, it goes to show that
the presentation hit home with
many students and may just
encourage them more so not to
get behind the wheel after drinking, or letting someone else. The
class discussed alternatives such
as taking a taxi, calling a parent
or sober friend, or even just staying over wherever you may be.
There are always two sides to a
story and almost every student
spoken to seemed open-minded
as to whether the presentation
should have been shown.
While some students didn't
appreciate the assembly, others
felt that, while upsetting, it certainly brought the message
home.
“It was a rather emotional
assembly that definitely touched
many,” says Dylan Yates, a grade
12 student at the school. “And
[the presentation] made others
more aware of how serious
drunk driving is.”
In the end, though, there's no
easy answer to problems like
impaired driving. The most we

can do is continue to try to eliminate the issue, through whatever
means necessary. Whether or not
films like “Shattered” are easy to
watch, it's important students
realize the risks associated with
driving under the influence. It
just may not have been the best
time for many students at USS to
be given such a painful reminder.

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian
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138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca
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Hankering for tomatoes... and social change
by Diane Taylor
Sometimes a word will take you
back. I recently read The Blue
Castle by L.M. Montgomery
(written while she lived in
Leaskdale), and in the story, several men and women were “hankering” to do things they either
had never done, or hadn't done
in a long time. It's the first time
I had seen that word in print,
but it's a word I'm very familiar
with because I grew up with it. I
didn't use it myself, but my
mother used it. Where does
“hanker” come from? Where did
it go? And has anyone ever hankered for a hanky? Because my
mother also used hankies (not
handkerchiefs). She was born in
1915 in Tweed, Ontario, and
moved to Uxbridge with her
husband and two girls in 1952,
ten
years
after
L.M.
Montgomery died.
I was a teenager in the '50s, and
I can hear my mother saying in
the month of May after putting
out tomato plants, her voice

excited like a child's, heated like
a lover's, “Ooooh, I'm hankering
for fresh tomatoes!” The word
expresses longing, desire, deep
delight. Her voice would rise to a
high pitch on the “hank” part of
hankering, and taper off to a
husky contralto on the “toes” of
tomatoes almost in sight. Her
whole body was remembering
the tart and fleshy sweetness.
Then, the waiting. The watering, the weeding, the mulching,
the staking, the stalking wild
tomato worms. Then her joyous
“Look!” when the first small
green nuggets appeared nestled
in the pungent foliage.
The day came in August when
the first ripe tomatoes were
pounced upon, rushed into the
house and across the kitchen to
the sink. I am fifteen again, and
can see Mom peeling her first
miracle, salting it, then hunching over the sink, reddish-brown
hair falling over her cheeks, and
chomping down the whole
tomato like an apple. She moans
and slurps, pink juice and yellow

UXBRIDGE FREE METHODIST CHURCH PRESENTS

MARCH BREAK CAMP March 14-18 1-4 pm
Ages 4-12 $20/child, $50/family
Phone 905-852-3162 or
download registration materials at www.ufmc.ca

seeds dribbling down her chin,
her small-boned fingers gently
carrying the soft red flesh of the
fruit to her waiting mouth over
and over until it is gone.
“This is the best way,” she
purrs, licking her lips, running
her hands that are dripping with
the blood of the fruit under the
cold water tap, then drying them
on her apron. The subtle scent of
sweet acidity reaches me, elbows
on the counter, as I am totally
immersed in her immersion.
September is calmer… plates of
peeled, sliced, laid-back tomatoes grace every table. Peeled, she
explained when I asked once, to
maintain the purity of the texture, so that the sensation of
softness not be impeded by the
intrusive and chewy thin skin.
She did this for us, her husband
and two girls, for the pleasure of
our palates. To honour us. To
honour the harvest.
October, just a few frosty
foundlings from the field.
November, none! No! It's okay,
though, because there is the satiated memory. Soon, soon comes
the rebirth of longing. And then
the time will come when the
huntress-gatherer in my mother
will emerge again.
I don't know if my mother read
The Blue Castle. I do know that
she read Lucy Maud's collected
journals. She told me that this
author of Anne of Green Gables
was unhappy with the constraints and duties of her life as a
minister's wife in the small population a few hundred town of Leaskdale, which was six
miles north of Uxbridge where
we were living. Lucy Maud, she
said, wrote to escape the judgmental pressures that insisted she
be a certain way. She struggled
with both depression and the
side effects of the barbiturates
which were prescribed to relieve
her psychological pain. But hold
on. Is depression a consequence
of oppression? Of repression?
The Victorian era was still in full
swing in the '30s and '40s, and
longer, in small town Ontario.
Mom was saying, I think, that
here was another woman like
herself. A woman who hankered
for things to be different. Mona,
my mother, wanted to go dancing, to have a man who would
consult her before he brought
home bright orange carpet for
the dining room, to have a cook
so that she would be freed up

from mundane chores to write
or read, to have her career as an
RN continue so that she could
be doing something useful, to
not be counting pennies when
other families were buying new
cars, to throw out the lisle stockings that never kept her or her
girls warm and bring on the
slacks. This latter she did. She
fired off letters to the school
board and local paper stating her
case… and won. Mom changed,
if not the face of the town, at

least the legs.
My mother bought books. Her
room was lined with them. She
had a relationship with the
authors, writing notes to them in
the margins. Mona, like Lucy
Maud, was a woman who lived
in a time of hankering. They
were, as Anne Shirley would say,
kindred spirits.
So you see where a word can
take you.

~ MEEK, RUTH-ANNE ~
Passed away peacefully in hospital with family by her
side on Saturday, February 19, 2011. Beloved mother of
Derek (Sylvia) and Jason (Lisa). Proud grandmother of
Melody, Sarah, Olivia, Nicole and Carter. Much loved
daughter of Bob (Evelyn) and the late Sally Meek. RuthAnne will be deeply missed by her sister Carol, brothers
George and David and their families and her close
friends, especially Pam, her fellow traveler and roommate.
A visitation will be held at the Low and Low Funeral
Home, 23 Main St. South, Uxbridge (905) 852-3073 on
Thursday, February 24, 2011 from 2 – 4 and 7 – 9 p.m.
A Celebration of Ruth-Anne’s Life will be held in the chapel
on Friday, February 25, 2011 at 2 p.m. In lieu of flowers,
the family would appreciate donations to the Canadian
Cancer Society. Online condolences may be made at
www.lowandlow.ca.

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tight on
money?
Need repairs?

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

CUSTOM
KITCHEN ISLANDS
BATHROOM
VANITIES
WE’RE

#1 INVESTMENT..
9269
3rd Concession
YOUR

Helping you be ready for life!
Best 5 year GIC rate

UPRIGHT

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ϯ͘ϰϳй
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RRSP OR TFSA?
We can help you make the
right choice. Call today.

E VANS FINANCIAL SERVICE S
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

905-852-5313

Call

F&R
We fix only what is needed, with
the lowest shop rate around.
WINDSHIELDS FROM $200!
F&R Exhaust and Auto Specialists
5272 Aurora Road, Ballantrae

905-640-1044

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

Tree Service

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“ Share what you have with
seven or eight others, for you
never know when disaster may
strike.”
- Ecclesiastes 11:2
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Classified
FOR SALE: Beautiful antique brass double bed with rails , spring
box and log cabin quilt. $450. 905-852-2221 .
HELP WANTED: AZ driver required for local and long distance
trucking. Fax resume to 905-852-9113 or call 905-852-3013.
FOR SALE: Ten year old chestnut gelding, being sold by public
auction on February 12. This is under the Innkeeper's Act for an
outstanding debt of $2035 for board (inclusive til Feb 12)/horse
care and trailering to auction. Any further questions can be directed to saqrita02@yahoo.ca.
TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT: 58 Cresswell Road, Manilla
(Kawartha Lakes), 2 bedroom townhouse with a walkout to a
large back yard. Full eat in kitchen, huge family room with lots of
storage. Basement has room for washer and dryer. Parking available. $900 per month - Hydro not included. Tony at 416-7715822 or Lisa 905-640-7582. Avail. March 1.
FOR SALE: Older stove in good working order. $50.00 in Mount
Albert, u pick up. john_angela@live.com
BABYSITTER AVAILABLE: High school student available to
walk children home. Nights, weekdays after school. 416-7278197.
FOR SALE: Express Vu reciever, model 3200 dual tuner reciever
and dish complete with mounting brackets comes with one remote,
second remote is needed. $50. 905 852-4009.
FOR SALE: 4 - 15" steel rims only. Will fit GM vehicles. Were on
Chevy Malibu. $50 obo. Call Tim @ 905 852-4009.
BE YOUR OWN BOSS: Snippets Hair Studio. Chair rentals. Call
905-862-3633. Ask for Shirley or Jenny.
LOST: heart shaped diamond ring. Lost at Uxbridge High School
in hallway. Sentimental value. Reward offered. 416476-3800.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge bachelor apartment. $600/mth. Quiet,
well maintained building. References required. 905 862 0829.
FOR RENT: Avail. March 1. 1 bedroom, short walk to Downtown
Uxbridge. A/C, parking, $795 inclusive. Laundry, cable & internet
available. Non-smoking, no pets. 416-460-8290.
FOR SALE: IKEA loft bed. Twin. Powder coated silver. Can put
desk and shelves underneath. Length: 78 ", Distance from floor to
bed base: 64 5/8 ", Width: 40 1/2 ", Total Height: 81 1/8 ". Paid
$199.99 plus tx, asking $150. 852-2069.
FOR SALE: 4 Michelin Radial X snow tires on rims. Low mileage.
Used on Ford Escape. $500 firm. 905-852-6500.
WANTED: Mature professionals to share large home with two
separate furnished bedrooms in rural Uxbridge. Includes use of
inground pool, cabana, largeyard with firepit, a/c, laundry, parking. Non Smokers. Avail. immediately 905-852-1110.
GRAMA IS RETIRING! She will sell the name, advertising and
three, all in one, Snack and Drink machines. $1500. Capital S/B
returned within12 mths. GRAMA’S SNACK/DRINK WORKS,
Uxbridge, 647-933-7788.
FOR SALE: Firewood 16" face cord of dry hardwood. $110. Call
905-640-5977.
CRAFTSMAN SNOWBLOWER, 10hp 32 inch wide. Older but
works well. $450 obo. 905-852-6208.
FOR SALE: 20 inch Toro snowblower, gas, excellent condition,
$95 o.b.o. (905) 852-1084 or (416) 276-2258.
FREE KITTENS: 4 months old, litter trained, suitable for
indoor or barn. 905 649 1717.
HAIRSTYLISTS WANTED for an upscale salon in Uxbridge.
Experience in all aspects in hair. With or without clientele. Call
Mark or Wendy 905 852-8832.
HAY STORED INSIDE, 18 ,4' x 5' hard core large 1st cut, round
bales for sale in Stouffville area. No rain. Hay is used for horses.
Field mix, Alfa alfa, Timothy ,Fescue, Broome. $45/bale. Small
square bales(approx. 35lbs) 2nd cut, no rain, 4.25/bale Delivery
extra email: zulu@zing-net.ca or call 905 642 9350.
FOR RENT: 7 wooden stalls, more being built. Shelving, bench,
pasture and hay conveniency. Beautiful farm, minutes from town.
905-852-7634.
FOR SALE: 2006 Quimpex self-propelled 48” snowblower. For
ATV or yard tractor. $1200 or trade. 705-228-8318, Bob.
FOR SALE: King Belt sander, single phase, like new, $600.
Industrial power hack saw, $500. 905-596-0556 after 5 p.m.
FOR SALE: 2004 Alero 4-dr, 140,000 km., certified, e-tested,
winter and summer tires avail., $3995. 905-862-3043.
WANTED: Seven cedar posts, 8”x10’, bark on. 905-852-7634.
CABIN FOR RENT: 1 bdrm. near Ashburn, no smoking, no pets,
single person preferred. 905-655-3004.
MOVING SALE: 5-drawer dresser, solid wood white and blonde,
exc. condition, $25. Elliptical exerciser, never used, $50. Noritake
china place setting for 10, Tahoe serving pieces, $200 complete.
905-852-2644.
PRIVATE SALE - Newer, 3 Bedroom Bungalow on quiet, low traffic street. Asking $399,999(neg.) www.24ashgreen.com, 905-

852-4849. Buying agents welcome.
HELP WANTED: Merry Maids of Uxbridge requires Solo
Cleaners. Car and Valid drivers licence required. Must be bondable. Call (905)852-7743.
DAYCARE NEEDED! Looking for afterschool care for 3 children
in my home. Starting immediatly. Please contact me by e-mail
april-dawn@yahoo.com.
FOR SALE: 2003 Ford F150 4x4 XLT/XTR Red/Silver, Boxliner
and cover $8950 905-706-4311.
FREE TO GOOD HOME: 7 yr old neutered and declawed DSH
cat. Well tempered and great with children. Please email Lyndsey
at lsibbles@gmail.com.
FOR SALE: Peg Perego Pliko P3 stroller. A great, high quality
single stroller, will accomodate Peg Perego infant car seats. Black
and copper coloured. $150 obo. If interested, email
bethe123@hotmail.com. Picture available upon request.
PIANO FOR SALE: Gourlay upright piano by Heintzman &co.
Older piano with sweet melo sound. Good condition. Moving and
so. $950.00 905-852-5790.
UXBRIDGE HOUSE FOR RENT. New Coral Creek Home, open
concept, 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, Napoleon Fireplace, all new
stainless steel appliances, tastefully decorated, backs onto forest,
walk to schools, non-smokers only. $1850 plus utilities. Must be
seen! 905-904-0196.
UXBRIDGE PROPERTY FOR RENT. Lovely new 3 bedroom
home, 2 1/2 baths, Napoleon fireplace, new stainless steel appliances, open concept, neutral colours, new broadloom throughout,
walkout to forested area, new subdivision, walk to schools, pets
negotiable, non-smokers only. Must be seen. 905-862-0425.
FOR SALE: Size 11 CCM TACKS Ice Skates $10 o.b.o. and Toro
20" 3 1/2hp snowblower needs sparks plug $45 firm (905) 8521084.
WESTERN RIDING LESSONS. Quality Quarter Horses available to give Western lessons to nervous or inexperienced riders.
Safe, quiet animals. Also great for building confidence prior to
having a bad first experience. Please e-mail or call for more info
mstg21@hotmail.com (905) 642-5145 Randy or Monique.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge. Available immediately, 3 bedroom upper
level bungalow. Non-smoking, no pets. $1,200/month plus 1/2
utilities. 905-649-5549 - Ask for Stan.
RETIRING, HOBBY FARMING EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: 3
point hitch 7” DISCS, Cultivator, and Harrows, 3 point hitch hay
rake, Clamp-on bale spear, 18’ thrower wagon, Massey 128 Baler
with thrower. Farmhand Feedmaster Hammer/mix mill. Mark
905 852 6871.
RETIRING, LIVESTOCK FOR SALE: Rabbits, Ducks, Roosters,
Free range laying hens, Pot belly pigs and Goats, Cages, Crates,
Buckets, Carts, Forks, Drinkers all available too.
Mark or Sharon 905 852 6871.
ITEMS FOR SALE: Chair seat for shower. Hand hooked wool
rug, 30"x40" blue, rust, white. Green leather lazyy boy chair. Lift
wheel chair, air pillow extra, used only 3-4 weeks. Two white
leather chrome kitchen stools, excellent condition. Chrome
kitchen table, excellent condition. White boiled wool coat never
worn, large. Call Eulah for price, negotiable. 905-852-7826.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge 1 Bedroom basement apartment. Sep.
entrance, parking, appliances, washer, dryer. No smoking.
$800/mo inclusive. Avail Mar 31. References. Call 905-8525014.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge downtown, bright 1 bdrm apt., laminated
floors, appliances, parking. References required. Available now. 1289-221-1741.
FOR SALE: 4 wheel drive, 4 wheel steer rough terrain forklift
$7,500, call 416-717-1134.
BABYSITTER WANTED: Mon-Thurs 7-9:30 am plus irregular
hours avg. 15 hrs/wk. In Roseville (just W. of Uxbridge).
Babysitting and some cooking for family. Call 416-505-9964.
FOR SALE: GE Frig and Stove 8 yrs. old. Frig with auto icemaker. Stove has black ceramic top. Both are white and in excellent
condition $400 for the pair. 905-852-3523.
FOR SALE: 2010 Chev. Silverado 1500 4X4. Crew cab, blk ext
and inter, V8, A/C, PW, PL, tilt ster, cruise, cd, sidebars, crome pkg,
tonneau cover, non-smoker, female driven, still smells new. Take
over lease @ $420.53/mo plus tax 42 month remaining, low by
back. Cathi at 416-886-0558.
WANTED HOUSE TO BUY: Our house is sold but we need a
house to buy!! 1500-2200 sq ft., double garage, yard, newer or
recently renovated green space or park nearby preferred, not a
busy street, not currently listed , in Uxbridge, call Anita 1-800796-3485.
FOR SALE: 2 Horse/Livestock trailer. Bumper pull. Step up load.
Freshly painted, New Breaks, Older trailer in good condition. Solid

Floors with rubber mats. Solid breast/center bars; no partition.
Cross tie mounts solid. Perfect size for standard size horses,
ponies or livestock. Trailer is 6ft 8in height from the floor to ceiling and door to chest-bar, 9ft+ total length and 5ft wide. $1650
Can be delivered inYork Region/Markham area. Serious inquiries
only. Sarah 416-357-8502.
REGISTERED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR providing
home childcare in Uxbridge. Infant to School Age Spaces.
Walking distance to Joseph Gould Public School and Uxbridge
Public School. Christine at 416-909-5761 or 905-862-2955.
RENOVATIONS AND REPAIRS of all sorts, quality workmanship, reasonable rates. Give us a call for all your project needs.
905-862-2899.
MAID FOR YOUR CLEANING: Residential and Commercial.
This month's special includes your second cleaning 50% off.
Veterans Affairs Canada welcome. Call 416-220-0365 or 905852-1912.
FOR SALE: 10 Gallon aquarium with all accessories heater,
pump, filter, gravel, car, lobster, plants, light and stand alone was
$80 new. $100 for all. Ron 905 852 7349.
FOR SALE: Samsung 53" TV, model PCL5415R. Best offer 905
852 7349.
FOR SALE: 1973 Volkswagen convertible beetle. Saturn yellow,
white top and interior. 1600cc, 4 speed manual. Restored 6 years
ago by Air Cooled Classics. $16,000. 905. 852 7349.
FOR SALE: Kenmore 90 series washer is heavy duty super
capacity. Can deliver $150. 905 852 7349.
FOR RENT: 4 + BEDROOM HOME - five minute walk from downtown, major stores and all Doctors’ offices, steps from local
Hospital. Main Floor boasts pine floor and wainscoting, family
room with gas fireplace, large country kitchen, laundry and open
dining area plus living room and den with walkout to backyard.
Large backyard, a rare find in town! $1595/month plus utilities,
First and Last. Available March 15th. Call Jeff or Lisa 905-8520276.
FOR SALE: Used Pentium 4 Computer with Windows XP
Professional for sale. Good for 2nd computer or kids computer.
$40. No monitor. Keyboard and mouse extra $10. Email
RobertMiranda@MeshNetworks.ca or call (416) 888-5007.
FOR RENT: Lower 2 bedroom apartment, no pets, no smoking,
suit single professional. $800 plus 1/2 utilities. Days 905-8622832 evenings 416-984-8217.
HELP WANTED: Extreme Hair & Beauty Supply has openings
for 2 chair rentals, be your own boss, set your own hours
Call Jeannie at 905-862-2832 reasonable rates.
FOR SALE: Okidata c7200-C7400 OEM toner Cyan, Magenta,
Yellow and black. Valued over $700, best offer. 905 852 7349.
SEEKING CHILDCARE: Seeking some flexible childcare
throughout the summer for young three children (~4-~6). 1015 hours per week. Would like the person to be available for the
school season as well for after school care (Quaker Village school).
12-15 hours Mon-Thurs. References a must. Willingness to work
extra hours for occasional babysitting optional. Call 416-4604136. Would consider a flexible home daycare environment.
TODDLER BEDS FOR SALE: Kidcraft Wooden Firetruck toddler
bed $50 and Thomas the Tank Engine bed $20. Both include mattresses. Please call 905-852-0751.
FOR RENT - NORTH OF UXBRIDGE: Newly Renovated 2 bedroom basement Apt, Separate entrance, Country Setting Available
March 1st, Non smoking. Fridge & stove & Satellite. $900. 1st &
last. will need references. 705-228-8788.
HELP WANTED: Real Bodies is looking for 2 enthusiastic individuals interested in becoming spin instructors. Please call Lorri or Bill
for more info 905-862-3881.
APARTMENT FOR RENT: Uxbridge, 1 bedroom apartment,
walking distance to downtown and Go Bus, 3RD floor, Laundry
onsite, $700 per month inclusive - call 905-852-4801.
FOR SALE: Portable fishfinder, $50 obo. Antique lawnmower
(1918), $20 obo. Golf practice net ($100 new), $25 obo. Golf cart
and bag, $25 obo. 905-852-9235.
FOR SALE: Electric single bed, almost new. 905-852-9014.
DRIVING TO EDMONTON? Will pay good money to deliver a
small piece of furniture. 905-852-5930.

CLASSIFIEDS
FREE FOR 3 WEEKS!
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Building a Dream
by Jennifer Carroll
The Role of a Lifetime
Auditions: the hurdle between
every actor and her job, and possibly the worst aspect of my profession. You walk into a room,
stand in front of a panel whose
job it is to judge you on looks and
first impressions, and in moments
convince them you are capable of
transforming yourself into a
stranger.
I dread auditions. I hardly enter

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family

and I sense eyes on me, and I
always wonder if I can demonstrate to them the force inside me,
the passion and the commitment.
I tremble as I steady myself, take
deep breaths, and I go on to mask
my nervous smile in the (hopefully) stunning monologue I've prepared. It's the same every time.
Sometimes it works, sometimes
not. And so I pull my head high
and walk into the next audition,
the cycle perpetuating until the
beautiful relief of landing a job. A
relief you know will only last until
your contract ends, and what's
waiting for you on the other side?
More auditions. The inevitability

of an audition means the image of
a room with a panel and judging
eyes is never far from my mind.
And so imagine my slight discomfort when I found myself on the
other side of that panel, with
actors lined up outside my door,
steadying themselves with deep
breaths.
The Organic Theatre Collective,
my new company, not only aims
to innovate the industry with
green initiatives, we also want to
instill an organic process in our
creative journey from page to
stage. Our auditions are no exception. I want actors to feel comfortable enough to reveal themselves and challenge us in our hurried first impressions. Still, it was
surreal to stand from behind the
table and greet each actor as he
entered, introduce him to our
team, ask him to slate himself to

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com
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the camera and then listen to his
piece.
As each actor unraveled himself
in front of us, some taking
chances, some scared into tepid
safety, I marvelled at how different it looks from the other side. I
could see the fright and nervousness behind eyes, fidgety hands
and feet, shaky voices and timid
attempts at smiles. I wondered if
that's what I look like in the stark
white room of an audition. Then
with delight, I saw actors emerge
from their insecurities, burying
themselves in character. Stillness
and personality slowly began to
seep through, and like some gift,
they let us in to see who they are.
It's a rare thing, to see a person
authentically in such an artificial
situation. To catch even a glance is
lucky. But as we handed each
actor his sides and saw him react
with the script and pull the character off the page and into the studio, Lady Fortune landed on our
doorstep and played with us a

while. As a producer, I got to see
for the first time what it means to
find an actor you can trust with
your project. It's a surprisingly
frightening thing, to trust a person with a task like that.
The light started to dip on the
second day and we were left with
a decision to make. Five talented
men, two slots to fill. To be honest, it wasn't a terribly difficult
decision to make. There were two
men, when they got our script in
their hands, who brought the
story to life in a way I had never
imagined before. And that's the
beautiful thing about the theatre
and a good actor - they will show
you a story you never realized was
there before. And when you let
yourself be surprised, you'll find
actors who help create a play truly
worth producing and a story
worth telling. And that's the business I'm in… stories.

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313

VIEWPOINTS

H

BOLSTER

ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Joseph. Last week’s viewpoint
(below) is the sign at Siloam Hall. It was guessed by Ed Beach
on Concession 2. We’ll have the answer to the upper photo
next week. Photos by Renee Leahy.

Limousine Service

bolsterlimo@rogers.com

705-513-1222
Travel in Luxury!
Weddings, Special Events, So Much More!

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
TREAT YOUR FAMILY THIS WEEKEND! TWELVE DIFFERENT
FLAVOURS OF OUR IN-STORE FLATTENED CHICKEN.

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

Fri., Feb. 25
The Playoffs
vs. Little Britain

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com
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Joseph’s coat composed of
many excellent colours
A review by Wynn Walters
Theatre critics often try to display their credentials by finding something to criticize,
often being cutesy-clever about it. I guess I'm
a failure. I can't find anything much to criticize about Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour
Dreamcoat (playing again this weekend, Feb.
24, 25 and 26 at the Uxbridge Music Hall).
Here's the bottom line: “Joseph” was up there
with the best musical theatre productions seen
in Uxbridge recently. The casting was great;
the singing was great; the sets were great; the
dancing was great; the costumes were great;
the music was great . . . getting the picture? It
was great.
That's all you need to know before scurrying
off to get tickets... if you can find
any in the almost-sold-out run. But
try. It's worth the effort.
Now to a little more detail.
“Joseph”, based on the “coat of
many colours” story in the Bible,
was the first collaboration between
Andrew Lloyd Webber (music) and
Tim Rice (lyrics). After its early success in the late 1960s, they teamed
up again for Jesus Christ Superstar. It
was Lloyd Webber's start as a creator
of musicals -- his Phantom of the
Opera came later, in 1986, and
broke every record in the book.
The Uxbridge production, by Ryleepuss
Productions (you had to ask: Rylee was the
name of Mike and Kathy Bridgeman's cat he produced and she directed the production),
has a huge cast of 55 people, sometimes all on
stage at once. This is a challenge for the stage
manager, but it was seamless and apparently
effortless. The huge cast, including 20-plus in
a youth chorus, was a wise move also in filling
the hall -- families gather in droves to see

their kids on stage.
The lead characters were all excellently cast.
The glue that holds the story together is the
narrator, played with delightful verve and
great musicality by Maddy Eddy. She has a
lovely voice and good stage presence, and we
should see more of her on stages much larger
than Uxbridge's. Joseph, the title role, was
well played by Cameron Donsberger. He has a
clear and true “musical comedy” voice, and he
interacted well with his rotten brothers and
their nasty wives (nasty, but they worked well
as a group in choruses and ensemble dances).
Ron Snider, a veteran of the Uxbridge stage,
was a convincing Jacob, Joseph's elderly father,
who had his own share of wives to add to the
group. The Pharoah with rock star aspirations,
played by Don Kennedy,
brought the house down with his
look-alike, sound-alike Elvis rendition. A tip of the hat also to
Charles O'Connor, who managed to find a good calypso gig
even in ancient Egypt.
The team of producer (Mike
Bridgeman), director (Kathy
Bridgeman),
choreographer
(Shira Forsyth) and musical
director (Norm Kitney) worked
well together, based on the end
result. The producer deserves
credit for finding all the talent, and the director for making the most of it, and manoeuvering the large cast around the theatre. The
music from the six-person pit band was flawless and appropriately restrained, and the choreographer managed to direct some admirable
dancing by large numbers, even on the notoriously small Uxbridge stage.
If there was a nit to pick, it would, again, be
the Music Hall's sound system. Some of the
words got lost or muffled. And they were
clever words, so it
was a pity to lose
any.
There! I did find
something to criticize after all. But
nothing
that
should stop you
from going to this
show. As good an
evening's entertainment as I've
had in a while.
.......
And here's an item
of Uxbridge/Joseph
trivia. The 1999
production
was
headed by Donny
Osmond, who also
starred in a film
version. The production had its preBroadway run in
Toronto, and the
youth chorus for
many performances
was provided by the
Uxbridge
Youth
Choir, under the
direction of Donna
van Veghel, now the
owner of Frankie's
Ristorante.
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FLOORING

SALE
LAMINATE
TORLYS

Reg. $309 NOW
Reg. $269 NOW

$2.47 sq. ft. in stock
$1.99 sq. ft. in stock

MANNINGTON
Reg. $489 NOW $2.99 sq. ft. in stock

OVER 6,000 COLOURS
AND STYLES OF
HARDWOOD • LAMINATE
VINYL • CERAMICS
PORCELAIN • GLASS
MARBLE AND CARPET!
HARDWOOD
HARDWOOD
3/4" x 3 1/4" ASH CASHEW
3/4" x 3791/4" ASH CASHEW

Reg. $5 NOW $4.99 sq. ft. in stock
Reg. $489 NOW $2.99 sq. ft. in stock

CARPET
CARPET
TEXTUREDBERBER
BERBER
TEXTURED
04
Reg. $2 NOW $1.74 sq. ft.
Reg. $204 NOW $1.74 sq. ft. in stock

3/4"xx331/4"
1/4"OAK
OAKFAWN
FAWN
3/4"
09

Reg. $6 NOW $5.25 sq. ft. in stock
Reg. $609 NOW $5.25 sq. ft. in stock

MANYOTHER
OTHER
MANY
CARPETS DISCOUNTED

5"wide
3/4"
x 3 1/4" HANDSCRAPED
HICKHANDSCRAPED
HICKORY
ORY

Reg. $763 NOW

$5.99 sq. ft. in stock

PATTERSON’S
FLOORING
UXBRIDGE

Since 1984

185 Main St. N. Across from the Beer Store
905-862-0001

1-888-862-2001

pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca

