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LOTS OF CHOCOLATE - Eliza Doolittle (Luise McTaggart, centre) delights in her new-found wealth in this early scene from the OnStage Uxbridge production of Lerner and Loewe’s My Fair Lady, opening tonight for a
two-week run at the Uxbridge Music Hall. For more photos and a story about the show’s unique set, see page 9. Photo by Stuart Blower.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674
Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for January
Monday, January 21st
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.
Budget Meeting – Immediately
following the Committee Meeting
Monday, January 28th
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Public Planning Meeting
re ZBA 2002-18 and SUB 2002-2 Cheung
8:00 p.m. Public Planning Meeting
Re ZBA 2012-09 - Impact Auto

ROAD WATCH
Uxbridge Road Watch is looking for new
members to join our Committees.
If you have concerns regarding aggressive
and careless driving practices, you can help
make our Township roads safer.
You will need a criminal record check and
be able to attend 6-7 evening meetings
throughout the year. We are liaisoned with
Uxbridge Township and DRPS.
For further information, contact Pat Molloy
at 905-852-9181 ext 404 or email: pmolloy@town.uxbridge.on.ca

WINTER REMINDERS
• OVERNIGHT PARKING Please be
advised that By-law 89-52 as amended
prohibits overnight parking from
November 1 until April 1 between the
hours of 2 am and 7 am on roadways
and Municipal lots within the Township
of Uxbridge.
• SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with
the Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law
89-52, it is an offence to stop any vehicle on a highway in such a manner as to
interfere with the movement of traffic or
the clearing of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off any
highway or roadway so as to permit
snow removal equipment and vehicles
to clean the streets during the winter
season.
• SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160
states every owner/occupant of any
building or vacant lot within the
Township of Uxbridge shall clear all
snow and ice from any sidewalk(s)
adjacent to their property within 24
hours after the accumulation of snow
and/or ice.
• SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW Please keep
the Township Snowmobile By-Law in
mind while operating your motorized
snow vehicle this winter season. You
are not permitted to ride your snowmobile on any sidewalks, park lands or any
other Township property except to
cross. Any person found in contravention of this By-Law is liable to a fine.
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

NOTICE FROM THE UXBRIDGE
FIRE DEPARTMENT

UXBRIDGE BIA
FACILITATOR

Commencing December 1st, 2012, residents may purchase their 2013 Burning
Permits.
Fees are: $25.00 for a Regular Permit
$75.00 for an Oversize Permit
N/C for a Recreational Permit
ALL NEW OVERSIZE SITES MUST BE
INSPECTED BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF AN
OVERSIZE PERMIT.
Permits may be obtained at the Municipal
Office at 51 Toronto Street, South or the
Fire Station at 17 Bascom Street during
normal business hours, Monday to Friday,
8:30 am to 4:30 pm.
NOTE: All existing permits
expire Dec. 31, 2012.
Any questions please contact the
Fire Department at 905-852-3393.

The Uxbridge BIA (Business Improvement
Area) Board of Management is seeking a parttime Facilitator for a 1 year contract position
(approx. 30 hours/week).
The ideal candidate will be the key contact
person for all Uxbridge BIA enquiries from both
the public & our over 250 member businesses.
For details relating to the Facilitator
Responsibilities and Required Skills please
see a detailed Job Description at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/employment_opportunities or by attending the Clerk's
Department at 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge.
Qualified candidates are asked to submit
resumes by January 31st to:
UXBRIDGE BIA
ATTN: BIA Hiring Committee
c/o Township of Uxbridge, P.O. Box 190
51 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1T1

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Township Summer Day Camps are looking to hire students for Summer 2013!
ALL Resumes Must have a Cover Letter stating the camps you are interested in and
addressed to Camp Coordinator Rebecca Harman. Uxbridge Summer Camps hire the
“best of the best” every year! We are looking for potential staff that are versatile, organized, a caring adult, friendly, punctual, flexible and creative! Working with children and
sharing their experiences for an entire summer is something you will never forget! Any
questions, please call the Uxpool @ (905) 852-7831 or Email Camp Coordinator Rebecca
Harman - camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca

CAMP SUPERVISOR (17 YEARS + ):
• Must have experience working with all ages of children and managing staff.
• Required to develop summer lessons plans, schedule, organize, and be responsible for
staff and children at specific camp.
• Must attend all staff weekly meetings.
• Responsible for allotted facility.
• Responsible for submitting Request for Program Supplies list by the second week of
June.
• Must be able to professionally handle parent, camper, and staff concerns.
• Responsible for staff evaluations and communication with the Camp Program
Supervisor and Camp Coordinator
• Must be available all 3 days for staff training and assist in training workshops.
• Must be available week 1-8 of the summer camp schedule
• Must have current Standard First Aid and CPR “C”
• Must attend Active Interview in May to assist in Counsellor and Assistant Counsellor hiring process.

CAMP COUNSELLOR ( 16 YEARS + ):
• Assist in daily activities and routines. Must also develop versatile lesson plans that can
be applied to call camps.
• Must be mature, responsible, enthusiastic, versatile, and have an interest in working
with a variety of people and as a TEAM member!
• All staff are required to have current Standard First Aid and CPR “C”.
• Weeks worked are dependent on registration numbers.

ASSISTANT CAMP COUNSELLOR ( 15 YEARS + ):
• Applicants must be mature, responsible, enthusiastic, and able to adapt to many new
Assistant Camp Counsellor Roles.
• Must be able to assist in lesson planning, daily activities and routines.
• All Staff are required to have Standard First Aid and CPR “C”
• Preferred but not mandatory: Certificate in Counsellor In Training and/or Leadership program.
• This is a paid Counsellor training position.
• Weeks worked are dependent on registration numbers.
Camp Supervisor Due Date: January 30th, 2013
Counsellor and Assistant Counsellor Due Date: March 31st, 2013
Please Drop Your Resume off at: UXPOOL, 1 Parkside Dr.

Uxpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ...
905-852-9181 ext. 406

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30)
CELEBRATION COOKBOOK: 125 RECIPES for
125 YEARS. Thanks to all for submissions to complete this project, which finished off our anniversary year! Cookbooks are available NOW at the
Uxbridge and Zephyr Libraries for $10.00 (incl.
H.S.T.). Chocked full of family favourites. Going
fast, so get yours soon!
MUSICAL MOMENTS: Winter Session, Thur. Jan
17-Feb. 21. Lots of toe tapping and knee slapping
fun, along with various musical instruments
played by leader, Kathy Reid-Naiman. Finger
plays, and songs old and new, to engage children
accompanied by an adult. Ages 6-18 mos., 10:1510:45 am; ages 19-36+ mos., 11:00-11:30 am. Six
classes/$37.50, payable by cash or cheque. Sign
up now!
FAMILY and FRIENDS DROP-IN STORYTIME: Ages
2&1/2 and up. Join Cathy Reesor and let free your
imagination during our “new” program which
does not require pre-registration. Includes stories, songs, rhymes and a craft. Child accompanied by and adult, with younger siblings welcome
too! 10:30-11:15 am., Mondays, January 21;
February 4,11 & 25 0R Tuesdays, January 22;
February 5,12 & 26.
JOB SEARCHING DROP-IN INFO. SESSION: Learn
the 'ins and outs' of finding 'that' job, in any field.
Danielle, an employment resource specialist, will
conduct the session, and is prepared to answer
those questions you may be afraid to ask otherwise! No charge. Thursday, January 24, 2-3:30
pm.
ZEPHYR LIBRARY is offering a co-operative storytime on Thursdays, 4:15-5:15 pm, January 24;
February 7,21 & Mar. 7. Pre-schoolers, with parent.
Jk-Sk welcome. Girls knitting is planned for
Thursdays, 4-5:00 pm., January 17; February 14 &
28. Grds. 3 and up. Cost: $10.00 covers registration and materials. SIGN UP NOW at the Zephyr
Library if interested in either of these programs.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that the Council
of the Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge proposes to declare surplus and
convey the following lands:
Part 1 of Plan 40R-27664,Township of
Uxbridge in the Regional Municipality
of Durham.
FURTHER NOTICE is hereby given that
the Township Council at its meeting held
on January 14th, 2013, declared by
Resolution No. 2013-01 the aforementioned lands to be surplus to the needs of
the municipality and instructed the
Township Clerk to give Public Notice of
the Township's intention to enact a By-law
to convey the lands described above. A
copy of the plan showing the location of
the lands may be viewed in the Office of
the Clerk.
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Township File: L-06 PS 58

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. Please fill out the
Request for Alternate Formats Form at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility
Coordinator at 905-852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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A Cup of Coffee...
Pamela Noble is one of those rare
people in Uxbridge: someone who
has lived and worked in town all
her life. The chances are good that
if you have children, somewhere
along the way they have come in
contact with Ms. Noble. Since she
just celebrated her 25th anniversary as an employee of the
Uxbridge library, we thought it was
time to invite her for a cup of coffee.
So, 25 years at the Library. When
was the anniversary actually?
The anniversary was actually this
past Thanksgiving: 2012 marked
my 25 years. I'm looking forward to
the day I will be a retired person, I
suppose. I had 10 years in education, then was home with my children for a while and then with the
library.
You were a school teacher before you
went to the library, presumably not
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
RFP # U13-01
Project Management Services for the
construction of a new 16,000 sq ft Fire Hall
Closing Date: January 29, 2013 2:00 p.m.
The Township of Uxbridge is seeking proposals for
the Project Management Services for the construction of a new 16,000 sq. ft. Fire Station in the
Township of Uxbridge. The Township of Uxbridge
has established a construction budget for this work at
$3,500,000.00. The Township of Uxbridge anticipates the design phase to be completed by April 30,
2013 and the construction phase to be completed in
the fall of 2014.
The purpose of this Request for Proposal (RFP) is
to
obtain
submissions
from
competent
project managing firms to determine those qualified,
in the opinion of the Township of Uxbridge, to provide
project management services including meeting
attendance, commenting on design drawings and
construction inspection services. From the submissions received the Township of Uxbridge will select a
project manager based on the criteria set out in the
RFP.
The RFP documents must be picked up from the
Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, Clerk's Office
located at 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario
L9P 1T1.
All queries regarding this RFP shall be directed to:
Scott Richardson, Fire Chief, Township of Uxbridge,
51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1T1
Tel:
(905)
852-3393,
ext.
302,
e-mail:
srichardson@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
Please state document U13-01 when inquiring
about this RFP. Sealed Submissions, clearly marked
with the RFP number and the Closing Date and Time,
will be received ONLY at the Township Municipal
Office BEFORE 2:00pm, January 29, 2013;
Attention:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
PLEASE NOTE: The Township of Uxbridge will not
be responsible for accepting couriered submissions
that are not delivered in accordance with the bid documents.

with Pam Noble
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by Roger Varley

dren's programming, pre-school
through school age in the holiday
time, a large adult following. I've
just started this month the fourth
book club at the library, where five
years ago we had none. So I think
that shows the number of folks who
have retired here, moved from the
city and are interested in a social
aspect without a huge commitment,
but to do something they enjoy.
Four book clubs to go along with the
20-odd other book clubs in town.
The thing with the book club is it's
a wonderful group to be involved
with, but, unlike many other organizations, it's not something you join
because you're interested, it's by
invitation. So if you're interested in
getting into that kind of group, you
almost have to gather some people
and start your own. This is where
we saw that niche. We were being
asked, so we thought "let's try it as
an experiment". Five years ago I
started the first and it's hugely successful. We had to close
it (to additional members)
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
because we couldn't keep taking the number of people
interested. And as you can
PUBLIC EDUCATION/TRAINING OFFICER
appreciate, it's not a group
The Uxbridge Fire Department is seeking a qualified indithat you try to attain large
vidual for the position of Public Education/Training
membership because it doesOfficer. The Public Education/Training Officer is under
n't work with more than a
the direction of the Fire Chief and shall assist the Deputy
dozen people. So now we've
Chief as required.
started the fourth and one of
The position requires a thorough knowledge of the fire
those is at Zephyr.
service, program development, teaching and training
You talked about the outreach
methods. You will be required to assume on call responprogram. Does that include
sibilities and upon notification you will respond to incithings like taking the library
dents of emergency and non-emergency as necessary.
You shall have proven skills with project management,
to places such as Butternut
analytical and communication strengths, emergency inciManor and Trinity Manor?
dent management, and have a working knowledge of
Correct. I take reading materelated legislation, codes, standards, and corporate and
rial to those two facilities for
department guidelines. You instill and foster positive,
the residents to enjoy because
sound labour relations practices, work closely with senthey can't get out on their
ior Fire Department and Township staff to implement
own very easily. I'm also
cost-effective, innovative solutions that will improve interinvolved
with
the
nal and external client satisfaction and quality of service.
Community Care day proWhile attending emergency and non-emergency incidents you will be delegated the duties of the Safety
gram which operates over at
Officer reporting directly to the Incident Commander.
the Testa building. I go once a
Note: A job task list is available from the Fire
month and provide a program
Department or on the Township of Uxbridge website at
for the clients there. I'm very
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
involved with networking
with the schools. With the
This position requires that the employee work a flexible
Region, we do a huge proschedule. Hours of work shall be 35 hours per week.
gram called Battle of the
Evening and weekend duties will apply. The salary for
Books. And some years ago
this position is $67,522.00 (2012). Qualified candidates
are invited to submit an application, in confidence, to the
we had the thought to put a
undersigned no later than Friday February 15, 2013 to:
booth in the fall fair and now
that's become a vehicle that
Township of Uxbridge Fire Department
we largely take advantage of
Attention: Scott Richardson, Fire Chief
to meet the public and make
51 Toronto Street South,
them aware of what we do.
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1
You talk about the Battle of
Telephone 905-852-3393 Fax 905-852-0125
the Books. Has that replaced
Email: srichardson@town.uxbridge.on.ca
the Red Maple and Silver
We appreciate the interest of all applicants, however,
Birch awards?
only those being considered for an interview will be conNo, that is still going on and
tacted.
that is a separate entity, again
hugely successful.
In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information
That, I believe, was started by
and Privacy Act, personal information is collected under
Barb Pratt when she owned
the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001 and will only be
Blue Heron Books.
used for the purpose of candidate selection.
It was. She started it for the

the school librarian. Where did you
teach?
I taught for six years at Uxbridge
Public School, which I attended as a
child.
Am I right in believing most of your
time at the library was spent in the
children's section?
That's correct. Sixteen years in the
children's department and the
remainder was split between the
adult department and, most recently, as program and outreach coordinator, covering all ages of the
library. The reason for that was the
desire that came out of a plan by the
board to raise the profile of the
library, which I think we have met
quite nicely.
It's one of the most publicized
libraries I have ever come across.
People are always talking about the
library.
Well, we've been fortunate. The
press and the community have been
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very good to us and we do get the
word out, which is really what is
key. I've discovered that in the
world of programs and events, people have to know what's going on in
order to attract that audience you're
trying to attract.
I've never lived in a community
where the library was such a focal
point and is actually such a part of
the community. Is it unique in your
experience?
I think it's a recent revelation that's
happening. I see in Durham Region
at large, and certainly in the city,
libraries have been a common meeting place, if you will, but I really do
think if you look at libraries of similar size and similar population, we
do stand out. We've made that
effort to become part of the community, the hub if you will, and I
think we've attained that, because
people are constantly coming and
asking and looking. Very large chil-

older children. Every community
approaches that system in their own
manner. In Uxbridge, we have
worked with the school librarians
and organized a huge luncheon that
encompasses the Red Maple and
Silver Birch, which is a series of
books selected for children to read
simply for pleasure. We work very
closely with Shelly (MacBeth) at
Blue Heron Books, because she has
connections with the authors and
we bring in several authors to enjoy

the luncheon with the children and
meet with them.
We have a marvellous book shoppe,
Blue Heron Books, which was
named Canada's best independent
book store, we have 25 or so book
clubs. Can you explain this phenomenon, this love affair with books?
I think it probably has to do with
the population at large. We have a
population that's interested in reading and a lot of the clubs are a social
out. For busy folks who are commuting to the city, this is their one
night a week that they can keep up
with what's going on in the world at
large through discussions with their
pals and their neighbours. It's not
unlike the arts community we have
here. Why is Uxbridge so successful
in that endeavour? Lots of towns
and small cities have art festivals,
but are they on the level that we
have here in Uxbridge? I think it's
just a great community that folks
are interested in life.
It's been eight years since you were
heading the children's section and
yet, in my mind, at least, I always
connect you with the children's
library.
It's interesting that you should say
that because I feel that connection
and I guess that's probably the
teacher in me. I still do a great deal
of the outreach with the children:
I'm not just on the other side of the
desk any more.
In today's world, there are so many
alternatives to reading. Do you find
children are not reading as much
these days? What effects is the technological explosion having on kids
and reading?
What I've seen over the years is
many more children are reading.
continued page 15
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our two cents
Maud returns home
As reported by Roger Varley on page 13, it is grand news indeed that the old
Presbyterian manse in Leaskdale, the home for 15 turbulent and triumphant years of
Canada’s most beloved author, Lucy Maud Montgomery, is finally being turned over to
those who will care for it best - the LMM Society of Ontario (LMMSO).
As has been recounted many times in these pages, Maud first arrived at the manse in
the fall of 1911, shortly after her honeymoon with the pastor of St. Paul’s in Leaskdale,
Rev. Ewan Macdonald. She left in 1926, having experienced the First World War, the
birth of two sons (and the still birth of another), and the creation of eleven novels,
including most of the “Anne” series and the entire “Emily of New Moon” series.
After her departure, the manse ultimately fell on hard times, being renovated beyond
recognition and occupied by people who weren’t particularly interested in its history.
Finally, about 25 years ago, it was acquired by the Township and, thanks to the leadership of Wilda Clark (a former neighbour of Maud’s) and several of her associates in
the newly-formed LMMSO, it achieved recognition as a national historic site.
About six years ago, the Society embarked on an ambitious plan - to acquire Ewan
and Maud’s church (recently vacated by the St. Paul’s congregation) as an interpretive
centre for the historic site, and to fully restore the manse, with the assistance of Parks
Canada and Maud’s own photographs, to the period in which she lived there, specifically the World War I period. Those objectives were largely met by the fall of 2011 when,
in conjunction with an international conference to mark the centennial of Maud’s arrival
in Leaskdale, the LMMSO not only burned the mortgage on the church, but opened the
lovingly-restored manse to a an admiring public.
Through these years, the Township has retained ownership of the manse, and considering the huge numbers of other responsibilities being borne by the seemingly tireless
members of the LMMSO, that has probably been a very good thing. But now that the
centennial year is well behind them, and the Society has moved on to other projects,
such as improving the church grounds and launching professional theatre as a key element of its interpretive program, the time has undoubtedly come for the church and
manse to be owned by the same entity. The LMMSO has amply demonstrated its competence, creativity and loving care as a steward of the manse property; it is only fitting
that it now take the title as well. We heartily applaud the mayor and council for recognizing that reality. We only hope that they will also recognize two other realities.
The first hope is that in these tight-budget times, the Township will acknowledge that
the LMMSO is actually doing it a fiscal favour by taking the manse off its hands, and
essentially make the Society a gift of the property. A selling price of a dollar sounds
about right. The second is that having done all it’s accomplished over the last few years,
the LMMSO is a tad weary of fundraising at present. So until all its current efforts ultimately translate into the manse becoming a major tourist destination, perhaps the
Township could give the Society a break on the taxes. Like maybe tax-free until 2020?
Maud, and all her hard-working daughters, would gratefully approve.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
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Conrad Boyce

905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
The Rotary Club of Uxbridge wishes to
take the opportunity to thank the community of Uxbridge for its support during 2012 and offers an opportunity to
take advantage of remaining Trip of the
Month tickets. These tickets are a
major fundraiser for the club and proceeds are put to use in many important
ways in our local community.
Thanks to generous community support, Rotary has been able to help the
library, the new Rotary Skate Park,
Precious Minds, Santa Claus parade,
Operation Warm Hearts, the Food
Bank, USS scholarships, UIOT bursary
fund, Dragon Boat Festival, the
Silverbirch Charity Concert, Uxbridge
Salvation Army, Africycle, Canadian
Tire Jump Start, Windreach Farms, and
the Youth Centre, among others.
Rotarians have also provided sweat
equity for maintenance to the Rotary
Bandshell in Elgin Park and to build a
lookout over the south bank of Elgin
Pond. Our 15th annual Seniors
Thanksgiving Dinner for 200 of
Uxbridge’s seniors was a huge success;
many thanks to the Uxbridge students
who ably assisted with serving. The
Blood Donor Clinics at the Seniors’
Centre are aided by Rotary volunteers.
Internationally, we have contributed to
Rotary’s global battle to eradicate Polio,
which is having great success! We have
also contributed to help local doctors
who journey to Africa each year to provide much appreciated/needed medical
services.
All this is due to the support of the
local community. We could not have
done this without you. Thank you.
If you wish to support Rotary at this
time, we still have some tickets available
for our Trip of the Month Club. 12
monthly draws for trips and cash prizes.
Contact Getaway Travel, 905-8526171.
For further information on Rotary and
its activities, look us up at
www.uxbridgerotary.com.
Dennis Misurka
Rotary Club of Uxbridge
We just want to take this opportunity to
publically thank Barry Parish and his

team at the Uxbridge Lanes for providing us with such a great local venue in
which to enjoy our year end Christmas
Party with the youth and many others
adults and leaders from Trinity United
Church.
We are so thankful that you purchased
and re-opened the Bowling Alley in
June, 2012. Everyone had a great time –
your establishment was very clean,
everything was well organized and ran
smoothly (in spite of how busy you
were that night), and the food was great
too ! The fact that you also offered
“Glow in the Dark” Bowling just added
to the fun index for everyone who
attended.
Thank you so much for helping to
make our event so successful! Best wishes in 2013!
Mike and Colleen Bragan
Uxbridge
The Uxbridge Legion Pipes and Drums
wish to thank all those who helped
make the Celtic Christmas concert
November 25th, a success. Thank you
to all the performers who helped put
together a great show and especially to
Claidhmor for all their work and organizing. Thank you to the wonderful
audience members. It has been great to
receive so much positive feedback from
the people who attended the show. The
level of appreciation and support shown
by the community for your local
Uxbridge pipe band has been amazing.
We are looking forward to taking part
in many community events over the
next year and in the years ahead.
Jason Stewart, Pipe Major
Uxbridge Legion Pipes and Drums
The main source of funds for the scholarships granted each year through the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust
comes from the generosity of music
lovers, service clubs and other local
organizations in Uxbridge and surroundings. Immediately following the
very successful 2nd Christmas Concert
at the Music Hall on December 6 the
UMST was happy recipient of a very
kind donation. Thanks ever so much to

the three impresarios Kathy and Mike
Bridgeman and Tamara Williamson for
the funds from the concert and to Bill
and Elinor Cole who passed on their
50/50 draw winnings. In all, $1,200
was donated to the UMST. We and the
students who will benefit from this generosity thank you all.
Anyone interested in finding more
about the UMST as either a supporter
or music student, please visit our webs
i
t
e
:
www.UxbridgeMusicScholarship.com
Tom Rance, Chair, UMST
Thank you for the Dec. 20th issue of
Cosmos. I really enjoyed your columns
on Christmas feasts. I always look forward to the Christmas paper with festive ads and wishes from the businesses
in Uxbridge, but the addition of these
stories highlights many Christmas traditions and lets us know your writers a little better. Good work.
G. Wood
Uxbridge
The Skate Park Committee would like
to thank everyone who purchased a
stone in the donor walkway of the
Uxbridge Rotary Skate Park. We are
happy to announce the donor walkway
has been completely sold out. We also
wish to thank Farmer Jack’s for their
generous donation of the granite stones
used in the walkway. It is not too late
however to support the Uxbridge
Rotary Skate Park as further stone sales
are planned in the near future. Please
either email info@skateparknow.com or
call the Uxbridge Youth Centre at 905862-3456 to have your name added to
our waiting list. All proceeds generated
have been directed to completing the
park with items such as landscaping,
benches and a shade structure. There
will be a grand opening in the spring of
2013 to celebrate this exciting addition
to the Township's recreational facilities.
Leslie Edwards, Chair
Uxbridge Skate Park Committee
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

The puck stops here

Idle voice no more

A funny thing happened the other day. I was attending a lawyer’s convention and a
hockey season broke out. You can gather two things from this: 1) that I gulped down way too much eggnog over
the holidays and 2) the NHL lockout is finally over. So given this rapturous moment in mankind’s history we should
all be shouting from the rooftops and prancing around our TV sets hurling rose petals into the air. Right? Well, not
this disgruntled hockey fan. Not now.
If we understand anything about ourselves as Canadians it’s that we love our hockey. We can’t help it. Normally,
the phrase “it’s in our genes” can be neatly filed under the heading, “Text Book Examples of Hyperbole”. But not
in this case. Aside from grousing about the weather, hockey is our most hallowed national obsession. We’re all familiar with the refrain about identity, our national fabric, and how puckdom is the granddaddy of cultural icons. And
since forever it seems, the National Hockey League has been the ultimate manifestation of our love affair with a
sport that borders on religion.
Perhaps it’s time to re-evaluate what image of our beloved game we tattoo on our hearts. Every time I see the
highly-paid mug of NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman peering over the podium at a fawning media, I have an uncontrollable urge to cancel my subscription to TSN. And when he and his cadre of Manhattan attorneys begin to spew
platitudes about “making the sacrifice” and “sharing the pain” their mock sincerity is drowned out by the rumbling
in the pit of my stomach.
This isn’t the first time billionaires and multi-millionaires have engaged in a tug of war over an obscene pile of
money. The last time they squared off, the league and its players felt their interests were best served by hanging
up the skates and keeping the corporate boxes locked up for an entire season. The combatants appeared before the
press dutifully and contritely apologizing to the fans who feed the kitty for such a regrettable outcome. But the NHL
was broken and everyone felt the long-term health of the game those of us north of the 49th love so much could
only be repaired by taking these drastic measures. So we bit our lip and accepted the newly scorched landscape in
the interests of progress. Next season would usher in a brave, new world of salary caps and fiscal restraint we
haven’t seen since Bing Crosby crooned, “Brother, can you spare a dime?”
Meanwhile on the other side of the border - where hockey’s popularity ranks somewhere between tiddly-winks and
root canal - nobody noticed. Shockingly, the outraged citizens of Nashville failed to amass in front of the Grand Ole
Opry to protest the cancelling of the season. The NHL’s Houdini act was of grave concern to the editors of the
Nashville Tennessean. How would they fill the empty space on page 36 of the sports section, right below the ad for
“Pinky’s Pizza: Get a free Slurpee with every order of wings!”?
At first the prophecy was realized. The marginal player could no longer afford to buy his own Lear jet. And the
Sultan of Brunei’s reign as the highest paid dude on the planet was once again safe from guys with smiles that
looked like bowling spares. All thirty teams could now compete, not just those whose payroll qualified them to be
China’s largest trading partner. Everything was hunky-dory in puck paradise.
Of course, it didn’t take long for the fig leaves to drop. If there is one thing we can all be certain of it’s the absolute
nature of greed. You can set your diamond-studded Rolex by it. Soon, the owners were leering jealously over each
other’s shoulders. And with no real mechanism in place to save these profligate spenders from themselves, they
began to engage once again in financial suicide. Smelling blood, player agents swooped in for the kill. Negotiations
descended into absurdity:
“My client scored twenty goals last year - a breakout season. He’s entitled to an eight-year extension on his contract and veto rights in the naming of your grandchildren.”
“But half the goals bounced in off his butt because he’s too big for defensemen to move.”
“OK Genghis Khan, here’s the deal. If you don’t sign him, your pal over there in the next yacht will do it. Then
you’ll be sorry. And I notice his ivory tower is higher than yours.” Fighting words if there ever were any.
So we fast-forward to the winter of 2012/13 and the score is once again, Greed 10, The Fans 0. The mea culpas
have been trotted out and this time the aggrieved parties have concluded that maybe a three billion dollar pot of
gold – no matter how you split it - is worth playing for after all. Now all they have to do is convince John Q. Public
in the Arizona desert to fork over a week’s wages to watch Alex Ovechkin make twice his annual salary for twenty
minutes’ work. Good luck with that. Of course we know that love is blind here in hockey’s homeland. Yeah we’ll be
mad for a while. But as in every lover’s spat, we’ll soon kiss and make up. All will be forgiven.
Or will it? It took them half a century but they’ve finally achieved the impossible: they’ve caused this life-long,
die-hard hockey fan to turn his back on the NHL. At least for now.

It's about 30 years ago now that I met Elmer. Born in 1947, he was about my age.
Like me he'd grown up searching for a place in the world to make a difference. He'd gone to elementary school in
the Canadian North, to college to become an engineer and to university to study anthropology and political science.
In the 1960s - like a lot of us - he poked around Europe hoping to figure things out. Then he found his calling.
“My dad had taken sick and nearly died,” he said. “I decided it was time I returned home to get to know my parents.”
Home was a farm in a place called Paddle Prairie, about 500 kilometres northwest of Edmonton, Alberta. In 1939,
Elmer's father, Adolphus Ghostkeeper, had become the first farmer to break ground at the newly established Metis
settlement there. Adolphus had started with 360 acres where he'd grown grain, raised pigs and horses, run a trap
line and hunted moose for his family of 14 children. The 11th child was Elmer. But he was the first Ghostkeeper offspring to come home to the North.
Elmer Ghostkeeper has been on my mind this week because, perhaps like a lot of you, I've been wondering just
how to figure out the turmoil among First Nations people. What was the point of all that posturing going on between
the Prime Minister and the aboriginal chiefs? How did the hunger strike of Attawapiskat Chief Theresa Spence play
into the discussions? What should the role of the Governor General be in all this? Where does the “Idle No More”
movement fit in? And what, if anything, does the coincidental Federal Court announcement about Metis being considered “Indians” under the Canadian Constitution do to the picture?
It seemed to me that the kerfuffle between Stephen Harper and the National Assembly chiefs had more to do with
jockeying for attention on both sides than it did about the health care, housing and supply of safe water to First
Nations' communities. I wondered about the intentions of Chief Spence's hunger strike, when as one of my journalism students pointed out, a person can survive on that ration of fish broth. I hoped, as the Queen's representative
in Canada, that David Johnston could simply open up Rideau Hall to all the chiefs and just sit down for a civilized
chat. But eventually I came back to the wisdom of my 1981 acquaintance, Elmer Ghostkeeper.
You see, when he went home to Paddle Prairie back in the mid-1970s, Ghostkeeper learned to speak his first language, Michif. Then, the Metis man learned how to become a spiritualist, a teacher as well as a learner, eventually
a father, an entrepreneur and for the first time in his life a public figure; within a year of his return North, he had
become the chairman of his Metis settlement, eventually winning election as president of the eight Metis Federation
Settlements of Alberta. Perhaps most important for his people - and I think for other Canadians - Elmer Ghostkeeper
learned a new form of stewardship on the 360 acres of farmland he had inherited from his father.
“The land doesn't belong to me,” he told me in an interview in 1981.” I belong to the land.” What's more, he
pointed out in his 1996 book, “Spirit Giving,” Canadians have to shift from living off the land to living with it. When
he and I got to know each other, in those years in Alberta, Elmer was coming to the realization that aboriginal wisdom and what he called “Western scientific knowledge” needed to build on each other's strengths and avoid each
other's weaknesses.
“Wechewehtowin,” is the word First Nations use to describe the process. It means “setting off together on a journey.”
There are some who will sneer at such phrases. They'll say it's just back-to-the-earth jargon and the mantra of the
philosophical and political left. Perhaps, but if one looks at the kind of success Ghostkeeper has had drawing people
to his creative thinking, it's hard to argue. In 1986, he established a mall corporation full of retail businesses in his
home community of Paddle Prairie. In the 1990s he was elected fellow in the Arctic Institute of North America working on the preservation of Northern culture and habitat. He gained the confidence of large Western Canadian timber companies when he became business group leader of the Alberta Pacific Forest Industries. And when his community sought official status, he successfully lobbied the western premiers to secure recognition of the Metis in the
Canadian Constitution.
“My daily challenge is to … live in the moment by incorporating yesterday's experiences into a plan for today's
activities,” he says on his website.
As he was when I met him 30 years ago, Elmer Ghostkeeper remains a voice of reason and calm, amid the political photo-ops, railway blockades, environmental mismanagement and Parliamentary intransigence we see on TV and
in the papers.
For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com
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Uxbridge trails continue to branch out
There are a handful of qualities that put
Uxbridge 'on the map': the Bruins
hockey team, the previous inhabitance
of Lucy Maud Montgomery, our extensive line of plays and musicals. The most
recognized characteristic of our little
town, by the province and the nation, is
our brilliant network of foot trails.
Uxbridge, dubbed the 'trail capital of
Canada', boasts of 220 kilometers of
trails and 8,000 acres of conserved
wildlife habitat. On our town's list of
New Years resolutions, comes the task of
extending our trails further and
strengthening our trail links with the
GTA, neighboring communities, and
the coasts of Canada.
If you can't satisfy yourself with the
tourist sites and dramatic arts in town,
taking a stroll along one of the Uxbridge
trails might reward your interest.
Having the most kilometres of trails per
capita in Canada, Uxbridge is the mother lode of trails. Stretching from
Lakeridge Road to Concession 6, the
routes weave through expanses of forest,
meadows, wetlands, and historical sites.
Inside Uxbridge town run “The Ten
Town Trails” which filter through the
various neighborhoods and habitats of
the community. To the east of town,
The Quaker, Butternut, Historic and
South Balsam trails cover forest restoration grounds and pass the UxbridgeScott Museum. Just above in the north,
the Maple Bridge Trail cuts through
lush woodlands between Center St. and
Main St. To the south, the Uxbridge
Rotary Trail and the Ewen Trail cross
paths in Elgin Park, and run into the
Wooden Sticks trail closer to
Concession 7. Farther west, lies the
Countryside Preserve behind Wal-Mart
and Zehrs, which extends up to Elgin
Park Drive. Down the center of town,
heading from Northeast to South, is the

existing Trans Canada Trail. To top it all
off, Uxbridge is surrounded by trails
meshing into Durham Forest and the
Oak Ridges Moraine.
All in all, most Uxbridgians can step
out of their doors and onto a trail, a
dream come true to our population of
avid hikers, walkers, cyclists, horseback
riders, and nature enthusiasts.
“I can explore a new trail in Uxbridge
nearly every day,” exclaims Amanda

Ferraro, the Township's manager recreation and culture. “Its amazing how you
can be in East Dufferin, and find a trail
that will take you to East Durham.”
Within the next five years or so,
Uxbridge Township is looking to complete two major projects that will widen
the network of town trails and connect
to nearby municipalities. The leading
development includes the completion of
the Trans Canada trail that runs down
the center of town. Reaching from St.
John’s Newfoundland to Inuvik in the
Northwest Territories, the Trans Canada
links the nation together, shore to shore
to shore. By the year 2017, the Trans

Canada Trail Charity hopes to complete
their proposed 23,000 kilometer trail in
time for the 150th anniversary of
Confederation. To assist in meeting that
goal, the Uxbridge Township Trails
Committee hopes to move the current
Trans Canada trail off of Main Street,
and into the Uxbridge backcountry.
Trails Coordinator, Victoria Walker,
explains, “We hope to take the existing
Trans Canada Trail away from
Concession 7 (Main Street), and connect it some how with Elgin Park. We
will also complete the broken parts of
the trail that led to no where.”
The Trails Committee also hopes to
improve the Railroad Trail that travels
from Main Street to Lakeridge Road,
connecting the various missing pieces.
The trestle on the Trans Canada Trail
will be rebuilt due to damages cased by
vandalism. On the side, the Committee
is exploring new methods to connect
Uxbridge with parts of Toronto.
“One of the strategies to strengthen
our 'green link' with the GTA,” says
Victoria, “is by working on smaller projects. For example, Toronto has
announced its plans to develop a new
park, Rouge Park. We will explore new
ways to link up with that park in the
future by building small networks of
trails.”
The amount of work involved to renovate Uxbridge's Trails is extensive.
Seeking out the land for clear cutting
requires negotiations with private
landowners or local conservation
authorities. Funds and grants received
from the provincial government, local
businesses and the Trillium Foundation
invest in trail signage, publicity, and
turning steep hills into walkable slopes.
The combined efforts to restore and
maintain our beautiful Uxbridge trails
would not be possible if it were not for

Cris Cuddy live CD debuts Saturday
Cris Cuddy, Andrew Heathcote, and Pierre Bordeleau. It
is called Live For Today, which is also the title of one of
the songs. If you like solid harmony singing, superb guitar playing, and expertly written songs, you will enjoy
this CD, and count yourself as part of the growing fan
base for this talented group.
The “official” release of the CD takes place at the
Greenbank
Folk
Club this Saturday,
January 19, when
the CCAU will perform with two other
groups to present a
fabulous triple-header of joyous music.
See the Greenbank
ad in this issue (page
10) for more details.
The band will be
  ȁ͕͔͔͕͔͗
pleased to sign all
copies and truly
ǣƬ͛ǣ͔͔ȁΪ 
appreciate the supƬ ǣ͜ǣ͔͔
port
that
they
received at Leaskdale
 ȁ͖͚͜ ͓͛͘ ͔͕͔ and at many other
ǣƬ͛ǣ͔͔ȁΪ 
venues. Only $20.00
for a CD featuring
͕͔͔͂Ϊ ͕͙͂͘
local musicians per͕͙͂͛Ϊ ͖͖͙͂
forming
original
Ǩȁ ͕͖͂ȁ͕͚͂Ϊ 
music. You won’t be
disappointed - Live
Ǥ  Ǥ 
 ̷  Ǥ  For Today!

the awesome trail volunteer group.
Victoria beams, “We have an amazing
volunteer base. These are not just people
who do the physical building of the
trails. These are people who also sit on
the committee, fundraise, and help to
maintain the trails.”
It may take a few years to pull off all
of the proposed alterations, but in the
long run, Uxbridge will have the opportunity to enjoy a wonderful addition of
the trails they already love so much.

“By extending these trails,” Township
Trail Committee Chairman, John
McCutcheon says “we are encouraging
people to appreciate town culture.”
Be on the lookout for new trails in the
near future. You never know, they may
lead you to explore somewhere you've
never known.
Photo of the Countryside Preseerve
by Conrad Boyce

HAPPY
90TH
BIRTHDAY
JESSIE SMITH
(MOM)
Please join us to celebrate
Jessie's 90th Birthday.

SUNDAY JAN 20, 2013,
at the SANDFORD HALL BOARDROOM
for an Open House 1-4pm
Best Wishes only, please.

Wouldn’t it be loverly...to see

Last June the Cris Cuddy Acoustic Unit (CCAU)
recorded their concert at St. Paul’s Leaskdale. The much
anticipated CD produced from this show is now available! The many audience members who offered their
enthusiastic support at the concert can happily say they
were part of this unique musical experience – the first
recording made by this stellar group of local musicians -

ȁ͔͙͝Ǥ͕͛͘Ǥ͕͚͙͔ȁ

by Michelle McNally

present

Thursday, Jan.17
to Saturday, Jan.19
7:30 pm
Thursday, Jan.24
to Saturday, Jan.26
7:30 pm
Matinees:
Saturday, Jan.19
Sunday, Jan.20
Saturday, Jan.26
3:00 pm

My
Fair
LADY

UXBRIDGE MUSIC HALL

Tickets available
In person at La Petite Fleur,
43 Brock Street West, Uxbridge
Online at www.onstageuxbridge.com
Or call
905-862-3697
Book and lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner • Music by Frederick Loewe
Adapted from George Bernard Shaw’s play and Gabriel Pascal’s motion picture Pygmalion
Presented by Permission of Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc.
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One Way of Looking At It
with Jai Darshanand
The lights
I swore a hell of a lot one recent weekend, more
than I’ve ever done before in the space of fortyeight consecutive hours, thanks to a home renovation project.
Allow me to explain that I always have good reasons to swear. I firmly believe that anyone who
engages in foul language, must be justified in
doing so. I’ve overheard other people’s conversations where they use expletives as verbal punctuation marks. It’s like the use of the word “like” that
so many seem to find attractive; I’m afraid one
day, it will become the norm and take over the
world, like cell phones.
There is something about Do-It-Yourself projects
that prompt me to plumb the depths of my rich
vocabulary and focus on Words that Start With F
(WSWF).
My wife recently purchased four ceiling light fixtures and we fearlessly undertook their installation. We unpacked the contents of one box and
tried to assemble the lamp, following the single
page instructions. After about an hour of screwing
(feel free to substitute WSWF) around with the
parts, it became obvious that the lamp was not
about to see the light of day or light of bulb, for
that matter. When she purchased the fixtures, my
wife specified that she wanted a Canadian made
lamp; no offense, but a Chinese one would not do;
previous experience had taught us well. So, there
we were with English instructions but they might
as well have been in Chinese. In a show of good
faith, the store agreed to assemble one lamp for us.
My wife returned to the store during the week
and watched like a hawk as they assembled the fixture, using instructions that were missing from our
box. By the way, the other three boxes contained
complete assembly instructions. Due to combined
bad Karma on our part, we chose to open the only
box that did not have complete directions. The
store apologized and my wife returned home,
imbued with a deep sense of accomplishment.
Our hard-earned weekend rolled around and we
figured it would be a breeze to complete the installation with lots of time to spare. Sure enough, my
wife made light work, if you’ll pardon the expression, of assembling the remaining three lamps.
With the breaker off, I tackled the first fixture.
Removing the existing one in the ceiling was simple enough. The next feat resembled a Cirque Du

Soleil act. I had to perch on a moderately high,
wobbly, wooden ladder and my wife balanced herself firmly on a shorter, sturdier metal stool. She
held the fixture up, while I connected the wires to
the ceiling receptacle and installed the crossbar.
Now, there were two long bolts projecting downward from the crossbar that had to be threaded
through two holes in the faceplate of the fixture.
What made this simple procedure (WSWF) difficult, was the presence of some (WSWF) insulation
material that covered the inside of the plate and
effectively blocked the holes from view from
underneath.
With arms fully extended upwards, we tried to
line up the bolts with the holes and force them
through the insulation. Despite quickly tiring
arms, we (WSWF) gritted our teeth and turned
the fixture this way and that until finally, we hit
upon the right combination and voilà, the bolts
came through.
The fixture is kept in place by two little threaded
balls, called finials, presumably because they are
finishing nuts. Believe me, the only two nuts that
were in danger of being finished, were my wife and
I.
Each finial has a minute, threaded cavity, about a
quarter of an inch deep, but if the length of the
protruding bolt is longer than that depth, the
entire fixture drops perceptibly and is no longer
flush against the ceiling, a situation that I, personally could live with, but a certain discerning
female who always walks with head held high,
could not tolerate. So it had to be perfect. The
bolts must be adjusted to allow the correct length
to protrude, for screwing the (WSWF) finials in,
a subject on which the (WSWF) instructions were
strangely silent. We removed the (WSWF) lamp
from the ceiling and adjusted the length of the
bolts, six (WSWF) times, before attaining the
optimal length.
At 6:30 pm Saturday, we had installed one lamp;
three to go and one day left in the (WSWF) weekend.
Sunday found us nursing sore arms, necks, shoulders, legs and my thumbnails bled underneath. We
looked up at the ceiling at yesterday’s handiwork;
a joy to behold. I switched the light on and off a
dozen times just to be sure it worked, and we
looked at the three assembled fixtures on the floor.
“Which one of you came from Pandora’s box?” I
wondered.

Linden MacIntyre here for reading
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PATTERSON’S

(SINCE 1984)

FLOORING
Torlys Hardwood
Sale

Hardwood, Laminate, Engineered Wood, Cork, Leather, Carpet,Vinyl, Ceramic, Porcelain, Slate

25%
OFF!
OAK, MAPLE, WALNUT,
BAMBOO, CHERRY,
BEECH

20 Different Colours

Everest Elite
Reg $6.49 sq ft. NOW

$4.87 sq. ft.

by Shelagh Damus
The first Books and Brunch event of the 2013 year is
going to be big. Linden MacIntye, the award winning
author of The Bishop’s Man, will be in Uxbridge on
January 27th at Wooden Sticks Golf Club. Books and
Brunch is that perfect coming together of good food,
good friends and great reads. It is a bulked up book club meeting where attendees get to hear
the words on the page brought to life by the one who first strung them together. The nuance
and subtleties are revealed in the voice of their creator.
Linden MacIntyre’s voice, as well as his face, is well known to many of us – he was a long
time journalist on the fifth estate television program. His work on television earned him nine
Gemini Awards. Born in Newfoundland, MacIntyre was raised in Cape Breton, N.S. His
career has moved through various forms of media as a print reporter, television host, radio host
and author of both non-fiction and fiction titles.
MacIntyre’s fictional work invites the reader to explore complexities of human relationships
that are sometimes as harsh as a Cape Breton winter. It is always rewarding reading to visit distant locales when they are brought to life by those intimately familiar with both the landscape
and the people; MacIntyre is such an ambassador. Both the 2009 Scotiabank Giller Prize winning The Bishop's Man and, the more recent, Why Men Lie is set on the rustic island.
The event takes place on January 27th, at 11:00 am. Tickets for Books and Brunch are $25
and are available at Blue Heron Books, 905-852-4282, www.blueheronbooks.com

Summit Elite
Reg $7.49 sq ft. NOW

$5.62 sq. ft.

185 Main St. N., Unit B Uxbridge
Phone 905-862-0001 Fax 905 862-0031

1-888-862-2001
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca
MON - FRI 9-6PM

SATURDAY 9-4PM

Closed Every Long Weekend
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Let us help you with your
New Year’s resolutions...

Let us help you put
your vehicle in tip-top shape
for trouble-free winter driving.
Lube, oil & filter change,
all for only

$43.95
plus tax, most vehicles.

PECK BROS. LIMITED

UXBRIDGE SHELL
83 Brock St. W.

905-852-3011
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Revolve adds to visual delight of My Fair Lady
by Nancy Melcher
An interesting challenge that faces
anyone presenting a play is how to
create the setting
on the stage. Plays
can be set in a
room, a forest, a
hotel lobby, on the
moon, just about
anywhere. It's a
fairly simple task
to create walls,
windows,
and
doors to make a
simple “box set”.
Think of making a
scale-model in a
shoebox,
then
building it fullsized on the stage.
However, when
the action takes
place in several locations through
the play, the set designer has to create the illusion of different places
in the confines of the stage.
OnStage Uxbridge's current play,
My Fair Lady, will take you from
the opening scene at Covent

Garden,
through
Professor
Higgins' study, all the way to the
luxury boxes at Ascot Racecourse,
while also visiting a pub, some gar-

dens, an Embassy ballroom, and
the exterior of Higgins' house.
To make seven separate locations
appear, director Cheryl Atwood
collaborated with set designer Tom
Murray on an ambitious rotating
set. As Atwood explains, “The

biggest challenge was to create the
turntable, which triples the number of locations to appear on the
stage. Scene changes can be done
very quickly by
turning the central platform.”
Meticulous measurements and an
abundance
of
wheels allow the
rotating platform
to turn with very
little effort.
Rounding out
the design team is
set-dresser Laurie
Bowers, who's
responsible for
co-ordinating the
decorating and
furnishing of the
three main sections to give the illusion of all
seven places. We won't give away
exactly how she manages all that you'll have to see it for yourself!
However, the stage crew will be
dressed to look like the cast to
make the set changes less obvious.

It took over three weeks, and a
select group of weekend handymen, to build the set. An important consideration for the design of
the components was transportability. Since the initial construction
took place off-site, at a workshop
in a barn, every section had to
come apart to fit through a standard doorway to get it into the
Music Hall. Everything was bolted
back together on the stage, and
will be taken apart again for easy
storage and reassembly at another
time.
It's not magic, although at times
it seems that way. Plenty of planning, clever engineering, careful
construction and colourful period
decorations combine to create the
illusion of different locations on
the stage. Don't wait! Pick up your
tickets to My Fair Lady in person at
La Petite Fleur, by phone at 905862-3697,
or
online
at
www.onstageuxbridge.ca.

Scenes from
My Fair Lady
Photos by
Stuart Blower
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Jan. 17-26 My Fair Lady Classic musical presented by OnStage Uxbridge. See
pages 7 and 12 for more.
Fri., Jan. 18, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2 hr., fast
pace and hilly snowshoe or hike in the
Walker Woods. No dogs please. Meet at
the parking area on the east side of the 6th
Conc., 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21, at
Albright Rd. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.
Sat., Jan. 19, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike or snowshoe on the Al Shaw side Trail. Join us for
breakfast afterwards.
Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor 905477-2161.
Sat., Jan. 19 Greenbank Folk Music
Society Concert, 8 PM - A triple feature
"January Music Fest" starring Joe Hall with
J.P. Hovercraft, then The Cris Cuddy Acoustic
Unit, and finally The Maple Leaf Champions
Jug Band. Lots of good fun and music to
brighten a mid-winters evening. Tickets $ 25
at: Blue Heron Books.

NEXT WEEK
Jan. 21 Sing away the Winter... with
Pineridge Chorus, a women's chorus directed
by Linda Morrison. Mondays are for
singing... Jan.14 and 21, 2013.....
.7:15
p.m .....Uxbridge Music Hall.... 905-8526327.
Tues., Jan. 22 The Annual General
Meeting of the Uxbridge Scott
Agricultural Society (a.k.a. The
Uxbridge Fall Fair) will be held at 7:30
p.m. at Trinity United Church. On schedule is
election of Directors and Chairpersons for
various committees. Everyone is welcome!
Wed., Jan. 23 Anthony Holt
Memorial Concert Musical celebration of
the life of the teacher, pianist and founder of
the Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust. See
pages 11 and 12 for more.
Fri., Jan. 25, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 10+ km; 2
hr; fast pace loop hike or snowshoe on the
Brock Tract. There are some hills. Meet at
the parking area on the E side of the 6th
Conc., 0.6 km north of Uxbridge/Pickering
town line, or 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Russ Burton 905-83-2862.

Tiger Talk
Smokin’…
by Michelle McNally
One of the best elements of the
high school and post secondary
years is the journey of self-discovery and exploration. The opportunity to try new things and discover our interests is at its peak in
our youth. In the short time we
have as young adults, before we
devote ourselves to any major
responsibility, we embrace challenges and adventure at warp
speed. It's something in our
teenage genetics. For us, the
experiences we have now will be
the stories we'll kick back and
share in the retirement home
down the road and repeatedly
say, “Back when I was a young
kipper…”
On the contrary, we tend to try

- lessons
- boarding
- training
- trail rides
- March Break and
Summer Camps
www.Allbrightequestriancentre.com
horsecountryboarding@gmail.com

647-388-3589
563 Allbright Road, Uxbridge

and experiment with things
maybe we wish we'd left alone
later on in life. Smoking is one of
the common habits teenagers
pick up in high school. Many try
to drop smoking within the first
year they try it, but with added
peer pressure and wavering
willpower, the task can be quite
difficult.
Next week (January 20th to
26th) the Durham Region
Health Department celebrates National NonSmoking Week, reminding Canadians that there
is always a chance to quit
smoking and lead healthier lives. Across Ontario
alone, 13,000 people die
annually due to the
effects of tobacco and smoking.
In our Canadian population of
youth, aged 15 and up, over 17%
of us are a smoker, and the numbers aren't showing much signs
of a steady decline.
School, social conflicts, and the
added push to grow up fast are all
factors that contribute to stress in
adolescence.
“What makes me smoke?” asked
one female grade 12 USS smoker,
“This place,” she said, waving to
the school building behind her.
The intake of tobacco chemically relaxes the body, temporally
taking the edge off of daily stress.
For a small group of students in
our school, a cigarette is a pickerupper to beat the exam crunch or
shake off a tough day.

Sat., Jan. 26, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike or snowshoe on the Al Shaw side Trail. Join us for
breakfast afterwards.
Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905830-2862.
Sat., Jan. 26 Uxbridge Legion Pipes
and Drums – Annual Burns Supper
Royal Canadian Legion. Doors open at 5:45
Price: $40.00 p/p Tickets available at the
Legion or call 905-852-7599.
Sat., Jan. 26, 7:30 p.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
moderate pace, 2.5 hr. Moon Light Hike in
Durham Forest. Meet at 3789 Conc. 7 in
Uxbridge, east side just south of Durham 21.
If weather is stormy call before 6:00 p.m.
Chris Johnston 905-852-7524.

UPCOMING
Wed., Jan. 30, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a fast
pace hike or snowshoe in Durham Forest.
We will hike for 2 hrs, and then go to
Scrambles for lunch. Meet at the Durham
Forest parking area on the E side of Conc. 7,
1 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.
Wed., Jan. 30 Free Diabetes Focused
Grocery Store tour with a Registered

So how does a cigarette make its
way between the fingers of a student? Half of the cause is influence. From mixed media messages to puffing pals, the persuasion to smoke finds us at some
point in the day.
One male grade 12 smoker
explains, “One of my parents'
smokes. So I do too.”
Unfortunately, the smoking
habit is not as easy to ditch as it is
to pick up. Quitting smoking is a
task that requires a colossal
amount of self-discipline; an
undertaking nearly as difficult as
saying 'no' to smoking. The
slightest waft of a cigarette
can be enough to send a
smoker trying to quit
right back into relapse.
It's a common scenario
for many smokers, especially long-term users.
“I've tried quitting about
three times, and then I started
again in six months,” confesses
another grade 12 female. “When
you are trying to quit, and you
stand around other people [who
smoke], you change your mind
and then you're like 'I need
one'.”
The good news is that while
smoking may be painfully tricky
to part with, the mission is not
impossible. Plenty of people have
traded their lighters and packs of
smokes for other hobbies.
Information and motivation are
two good assets to have on board
when deciding to quit.
A female, grade 11 ex-smoker
elaborates, “Basically, knowing
the health benefits against smoking made me quit. I became para-
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Dietitian and Pharmacy Tour with a
Registered Nurse. Grocery Store Tour at 7pm
at Vince’s Market, Pharmacy Tour at 8 pm at
Shoppers Drug Mart. Contact: 905-8529771 ext 5260 (Markham Stouffville
Hospital, Uxbridge Site, Diabetes Education
Clinic). Drop- in Welcome.
Thurs., Jan. 31 Soup Lunch Join us 11
am - 1 pm for homemade soup, bread,
dessert and beverage - all for just $3.
Bottomless bowl for $5!! Fun and friendship
free. Goodwood United Church Corner of
Front St (Concession 3) and Goodwood Rd.
Sat, Feb. 2, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail;
4+km; Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Hike or snowshoe. Meet at the entrance on the west side
of the 6th Conc., 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161.

ONGOING
DRUMMING: "Ladybeat"
Women's
Community Drum Circle, Monday evenings Jan
28 - Mar 4. Beginners or experienced drummers welcome. Drums available if you don't
have your own. For info and registration, contact Anne Webb, lwccmissions@hotmail.com
The Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary
is looking for anyone interested in knitting. For
further information please contact: Jackie Teskey
905 852 3707.

sing and want to grow musically? New members welcome. Come to St. Paul's Anglican
Church 65 Toronto St. S. Monday Morning
9:15 to 11:30 a.m. Anne Mizen Baker directs
this Women's Choir. Spring Concert May 5th.
Call
(905)
852-3693
or
visit
www.mmsingers.org
Invitation to Meditation is open to anyone
interested in practicing meditation. Sessions are
every 1st and 3rd Thursday starting at 7:00 pm
at Siloam Community Centre. By donation.
(905) 852-9974 for information.
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those requiring assistance. All donations are always appreciated.
Current needs include: Instant Coffee, Tea,
Ketchup, Peanut Butter, Tuna/Hamburger
Helper, Canned Fruit, Toothpaste, Soap,
Shampoo. Tax receipts are issued for Financial
Donations. Donations may be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to Friday 9 a.m.noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention,
please
contact
us
at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-8521900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Monday Morning Singers. Do you love to

noid.”
Becoming informed about the
risks of using cigarettes may
eventually give you the motive to
give up the habit. Creating goals
for better health can lay out the
path for better success in quitting. Distraction can also work:
searching for other ways to occupy yourself rather than smoking.
“I threw all of my cigarettes out
at the end of the year,” says our
grade 11, “then I went to camp
where I was away from using

them.”
At the end of the day, smoking
is a individual choice, and deciding to give it up or not is an
entirely personal decision. Just
rest assure that the help you need
to succeed in quitting is never far
away.
For some first steps, see the
Durham Health ad on page 6.
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Bruins guaranteed first or second
by Roger Varley
It was a win at home and a loss on the road for the
Uxbridge Bruins in their home-and-away series
against the Clarington Eagles on the weekend.
In Friday night's 3-1 victory at the arena, the Bruins
started slowly. In the scoreless first period, the Bruins
did not make a serious attack on the Eagles' net until
10 minutes had passed. Luckily, although the Eagles
put the puck past goalie Brandon Francey, the referee ruled it no goal. Francey had another close call
near the midway mark when he attempted to clear
the puck and put it right on the stick of a Clarington
forward, who snapped it right back and rattled it off
the goal post.
Keegan Cairns finally put the Uxbridge squad on
the scoreboard with a wraparound shot at the 11minute mark. Assists went to Justin Bean and
Andrew Liboiron. The Eagles tied the game about six
minutes later, but Shane Smith regained the lead
with what proved to be the winning goal, assisted by
Steve Douitsis and Michael Spataro.
In the third period, with Carter Vahey in the penalty box, the Bruins staged an excellent penalty kill
which saw them have three rushes on the Clarington
goal. Patrick Morgan finally put the game away with
just under four minutes remaining when he onetimed a pass from Bean. Jarrett Smith received the
second assist.
In Bowmanville on Sunday, it was a different story,
as the Bruins, playing ragged hockey, allowed two
Clarington Power-play goals in the first period.
Uxbridge showed almost no offence, as shown by the
shots on goal: 12 for the Eagles, four for the Bruins.

Goodwood News
with Bev Northeast
Are we having Winter or Spring?
And it must be confusing for the
birds as well, so don't stop feeding
them until Spring actually arrives...
And with this nice weather there is
no excuse not to attend the delicious
lunch offered at the United Church
on Jan 31 at 11:00am-1:00pm with
soup, homemade bread, dessert and
beverage all for the low price of
$3.00 and a chance to see your
neighbors and friends...
The ladies at the church are also
planning a special Valentine’s
lasagna dinner for $12.00 on Feb 15

The Bruins improved somewhat in the second period, this time out-shooting the Eagles and scoring
one goal, a nifty backhand shot by Douitsis threeand-a-half minutes into the period. Shane Smith and
Callum Lynch were credited with the assists. Three
minutes later it was the Bruins who had a goal disallowed as the Eagles' net was off the posts.
Douitsis tied the game with his second goal, coming near the midway mark of the third period, but
then Clarington took advantage of sloppy play by
the Bruins defence and scored two more goals in the
space of 61 seconds. Finally, with 25 seconds remaining in the game, the Eagles put the puck into the
Bruins' empty net, making the final score 5-2.
The Bruins remain eight points ahead of secondplace Lakefield Chiefs in the OHA Jr. C Central
Division, but the Chiefs have two games in hand. At
this writing, with only five games remaining in their
regular season schedule, the Bruins need at least
three wins and an overtime loss to assure themselves
of taking first place, and neither they nor the Chiefs
can be overtaken for the top two spots, guaranteeing
them a bye through the first round of the playoffs.
Two of their last five games will be against the
Georgina Ice, who have won only one of six games
against the Bruins this season, and the Bruins will
also face Little Britain Merchants, Port Perry
MoJacks and the Chiefs. The MoJacks have given the
Bruins the most trouble this season, winning three of
their seven meetings. Given their season-long record,
the Bruins should finish in first, but it promises to be
an exciting race to the wire.
The Bruins host the Ice at the arena tomorrow at
7:45 p.m. and then meet the MoJacks in Port Perry
on Sunday at 6:35 p.m.

at 6:30 so mark your calendars and plan to
attend...
The Gospel hall will be
holding Sunday services at 11:00 am
with Sunday school and Bible readings. On Thursday there is a 7:00pm
prayer & Bible study and everyone is
welcome to attend. For more info
www.goodwoodgospelhall.com
The Baptist Church will be holding
Sunday services at 11:00am with Jan
20 music by Diana Welygan, Jan 27
music by Bruce McDowell, Feb 03
music by Margaret Weir, Feb 10
music by Marjatta Aaltonen.
Everyone is welcome to attend...
Sunday School is at 10am for all
ages and Tuesday at 6:45pm is Kids
club for boys & girls grade 18 and 7:pm is Church Bible
study & Prayer. Sat. Jan 1226 at 7:pm is Men's
Fellowship at the Church...
The Baptist Church annual
Christmas concert raised
$2699.43 for the medical
team leaving for Ghana...
The Goodwood Community
Centre will be busy again this
year with Zumba twice a
week on Tues and Thurs
evenings at 7:00 pm, contact
Lucy at 905-471-1650. Yoga
starts Jan. 19-Mar. 23 on Sat.
9:-10:15am.
Contact
Heather 905-649-8596...
On March 7 is International

Women's Day and we are planning
on a concert with Crystal Bowls by
Diana Davis. Please RSVP to me for
an evening of sharing knowledge
and information and friendship...
May 15 is the Talent Show and all
forms of talent are accepted as this is
not a competition, it is entertainment for the whole family; we have
dancers, singers, and many morecoming out. So please call me to register to entertain the community...
Two other important dates to
remember are: Feb 13 is Registration
Fair at the Arena 6:30-8:00 where all
groups, organizations & programs
that require registration are present
and you can register the whole family on one evening. If you want a
table please call...
Feb 20 is the Volunteer Fair and
this year it will be held at the Arena
6:30-8:00 and we will have draws
for those attending and special draw
prizes for those who sign up to volunteer for the many groups in the
community. If you require a table at
either one of the shows, or want to
register for the Talent show or Int.
Women's Day please call 905-6403966 or bnortheast@powergate.ca
Thank you to those who drive the
township roads at the speed limit
and show respect to the residents
that live there. We all appreciate
your concern for safety.
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?

905-852-2275

9269 3rd Concession

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Helping you be ready for life!

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

Effective January 14, 2013

170 Main Street North

2012 RRSP DEADLINE:
MARCH 1, 2013

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING

905-852-5313

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Best 5 year GIC rate

2.50 %
(Subject to minimums)

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

Tree Service

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

How Much is Enough?
EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICE S
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$25/week

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
Free

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR
NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs,
computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT
ALL. We also clean out sheds, barns,
garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844
or 905-473-1907. 2/14
Services

Forestry Enterprise for a price, (705) 7906506. 2/14
DISTRIBUTION PERSON for a small
magazine, two days a month in Durham
Region. Ideal for senior, car necessary.
Generous remuneration. Call Charlene
for info 905-852-4272. 1/17
FARMERS: ROCKS WANTED FOR
SWEAT LODGE - Do you have a good pile
of rocks that you don't mind having
removed from your field? Please call Frank
416-705-8427. 1/17
RIDE TO GO STATION IN AURORA:
Four morning per week, will contribute to
gas. Call 905-852-3769. 1/17

130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK
“God is new every
morning; great is your
faithfulness.”
- Lamentations 3:23
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

TOP QUALITY CARPENTRY &
HANDYMAN SERVICES: Home Repairs,
Renovations, Custom Design Projects,
Basements, Baths, Decks, Fences and other
Yard Structures. Now quoting and booking
Decks and Yard Structures for Spring! (Free
Estimates) Call Steve at 905-852-1750.
Northwood Home Services. 1/31
MIKE'S HOME SERVICES: Small projects, home maintenance, repairs, assembly
& installations, painting, clean ups, junk
removal. Call Mike 647-524-2609. 2/14
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by retired science department head. 31
years teaching experience. Call David at
905-862-2812. 1/31
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day
and overnight care, your house or ours, no
crates or kennels, reasonable rates,
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454. 1/31
Wanted
WANTED TO BUY: Red Pine and Jack
Pine. Minimum 250 trees. Call Springwater

For Sale
FIREWOOD: 16” seasoned hardwood,
$125 per face cord, delivered. 905-6405977 or 416-460-4637. 2/14
CEDAR LOGS FOR FENCING: 18'
long, 3"- 4" in diameter. $10 each. Doug at
905-640-6006. 1/24
FOUR SNOW TIRES: 215/75/R15, on
painted rims, will fit GM Canyon or
Eldorado truck. Excellent condition, must
see. $400 with rims, $300 without. 905640-5569. 1/17

For Rent
THREE BEDROOM CONDO in
Kissimmee, Florida. Check in 16th March 23 March 2013 $600. Contact for further details 905 852 1971. 1/17
STOUFFVILLE APARTMENTS in clean,
quiet building near amenities, no pets, no
smoking. $1075 to $1235/mo. Phone
905-640-4727, leave detailed message.
1/31
MODERN COZY COUNTRY CABIN:
Ashburn area, with fireplace, all inclusive,
one person, no smoking, no pets, $750
inclusive. 905-655-3004. 1/17
TWO-BEDROOM BASEMENT APARTMENT: Country home, Ashburn. $750
inclusive. 905-655-3004. 1/17
Lost
LADIES' DIAMOND RING. At or near
Arena on Wed., Jan. 9. Reward. 905-8526973. 1/17

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Taxpayers apathetic about Township budget process
by Roger Varley
With the 2013 budget set to be
finalized by the middle of next
month, it was shocking - but not
necessarily surprising - that only
three Uxbridge Township residents attended council's budget
open house on Monday night.
Two of them regularly attend
council meetings.
Most members of council and a
number of department heads
were on hand to answer questions regarding the budget, but
had to spend most of the time
chatting amongst themselves.
The same can be said about the
ongoing budget meetings, at
which council decides how
much money they will spend,
where they will spend it and
where the money will come
from. Most of it will come from
the same taxpayers who stay
away from the meetings en
masse.
Had they been at the open
house, they would have learned
that the owner of a house
assessed at $400,000 - (the average house assessment in the
township is $463,000) - would
pay an extra $42.60 in taxes this
year if the budget increases by
four per cent. The tax bill
increases by about $10.65 for
each percentage point increase.
They would also have learned

that if the owner of the
$400,000 house paid taxes of
$4,958, the township would
receive only $1,064. The major
portion - $2,969 - would go to
the region and $924 would go to
the school board.
Prior to the open house, council continued its budget sessions,
this time concentrating on culture, heritage and tourism. Two
of the township's landmark
buildings - the train station and
the Foster Memorial - are looking for funding for major repairs.
On both issues, the spectre of
council giving up the buildings
was raised.
Recreation manager Amanda
Ferraro said the roof of the station - the only Witch's Hat railway station still in use in
Ontario - is in bad condition
and needs to be replaced, adding
that she has a quote of $30,000
for the needed work.
Councillor Jacob Mantle asked
Ms. Ferraro to justify replacing
the roof, wondering aloud why
the station should be kept open.
Councillor Pat Mikuse countered that the station is not a
building the township wants to
lose, noting it attracts about
10,000 visitors a year,
On the Foster, Ms. Ferraro said
that building's dome also needs
repairs, this time to the tune of
approximately $200,000, as well

FORM 6
Municipal Act, 2001

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land described below and will
be received until 3:00 p.m. local time on February 7, 2013, at the Township of Uxbridge
Municipal Office, Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge ON L9P
1T1. The tenders will then be opened in public on the same day as soon as possible after
3:00 p.m. at the Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge.

as other important repair work.
She said the National Heritage
Board had been approached with
a request that it take over the
Foster because the township
does not have the resources to
keep it up, but no reply has been
received.
Councillor Bev Northeast said
she has no problem with selling
the building, "but I have a problem with neglecting it."
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
said MP Erin O'Toole and MPP
John O'Toole should be
approached to advocate to their
respective governments for the
Foster on the Township's behalf.
In other areas under her jurisdiction, Ms. Ferraro had better
news. At Uxpool, she noted she
had been able to make a $21,000
reduction in net expenditures
without decreasing services.
However, she needs $5,000 to
replace a pool lift that has been
out of service since November.
On the summer camps program,
it was noted this is the only area
of township governance that
makes money, although less was
realized in 2012 than in 2011
and less will likely be made in
2013 because of increased wage
costs.
On the arts front, council questioned why $7,000 needed to be
spent on the art and visual
enhancement committee. Mayor
O'Connor suggested that be
reduced by $2,000, but that
was not enough for Mr. Mantle
who wanted it reduced by
$5,000. Council finally settled
on reducing it by $4,000.
In the course of the discussions, council found various

For further information regarding this sale and a copy of the prescribed form of tender,
visit: www.OntarioTaxSales.ca or if no internet access available, contact:
Donna Condon, Deputy Treasurer / Tax Collector
The Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge
Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge ON L9P 1T1
905) 852-9181 Ext. 210
dcondon@town.uxbridge.on.ca

threats of violence against the
officers.
• It was noted that although
people are charged rent for use
of the picnic shelter in Elgin
Park, no rent is charged to the
major yearly events held in the
park. Councillors moved that
the Highlands of Durham
Games and RibFest be put on
notification that they cannot use
the park until they provide the
township with full financial
information requested a year
ago.
• On community halls, facilities
manager Bob Ferguson said
most of the township's halls are
busy and well used, but if rentals
are increased, people will stop
using them. Mayor O'Connor
said community halls put council "between a rock and a hard
place", noting it cost $44,000 to
run Goodwood Community
Hall in 2012, but it made only
about $10,000 in revenue.
• Mayor O'Connor announced
the land
containing the
Leaskdale Manse - home for
many years to author Lucy
Maud Montgomery - has been
declared surplus by the township
to enable the sale of the manse
to the Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society of Ontario.

UXBRIDGE
905-862-(BOWL)2695
www.parishlanes.com
Fri & Sat 9pm – Midnight
Rock ‘n Bowl –
Glow in the Dark
$3.00 per game per person,
shoes not included

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS

DESCRIPTION OF LANDS:
Roll No. 18 29 010 007 30500 0000; 2440 Regional Rd. 23, Uxbridge; PIN 268220029(LT); Part Lot 8 Concession 8 Uxbridge as in D119616; Uxbridge; File No.10-04
Minimum Tender Amount: $46,105.08
Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be accompanied by a deposit
in the form of a money order or of a bank draft or cheque certified by a bank or trust corporation payable to the municipality and representing at least 20 per cent of the tender
amount.
Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding the title to or any
other matters relating to the land to be sold. Responsibility for ascertaining these matters
rests with the potential purchasers.
The land was previously advertised for a sale to be held on the 22nd day of November,
2012 but the sale was postponed.
This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules made
under that Act. The successful purchaser will be required to pay the amount tendered plus
accumulated taxes and the relevant land transfer tax.
The municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the successful purchaser.

small savings, including $1,000
from the health and safety budget, $4,000 from culture and
$39,000 from the Foster budget.
At another budget meeting last
Wednesday, Mayor O'Connor
stated that the township is in
good financial shape and has no
debt. But she noted it was having increasing difficulty with
budgets, because 75 per cent of
expenditures are not discretionary, leaving councillors little
room to move when it comes to
cutting the budget.
"Our financial challenges are
going to be greater in the
future," she said. "We need to
pay attention to our infrastructure and how we're going to pay
for it."
She said that although many
people claim the township's
taxes are high, when compared
with King Township, Huntsville,
Bracebridge, Scugog and East
Gwillimbury, Uxbridge is in the
middle.
Budget notes:
• Chief Bylaw officer Andre
Gratton said his request of over
$3,000 for uniforms is to cover
the cost of bullet-proof vests for
him and his staff. He said no
member of the bylaw department has yet been assaulted but
there has been an increase of

IN THE ESTATE OF Albert Robert Kerr, late of the Town of
Whitchurch-Stouffville, Region of York, who died on the 17th
day of May, 2012.

The
UXBRIDGE

YOUTH CHOIR
is in search of a new
Music Director for
September 2013!
This is a well-established
organization of young singers,
ages 6-16, who love to
learn, perform and travel.
If you are interested in learning
more about the position,
please email your resume to:
jenniferneveucook@yahoo.ca

All persons having claims against the above mentioned estate are
hereby required to send full particulars of such claims to our office
on or before the 8th day of February, 2013, after which date the
estate will be distributed having regard only to the claims of which
the Executor shall then have notice.
Dated at Uxbridge this 10th day of January, 2013.
BAILEY AND SEDORE
Barristers and Solicitors
11 Brock Street East
Uxbridge, Ontario
L9P 1M4

SOLICITORS FOR

THE

ESTATE OF ALBERT ROBERT KERR
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Letters to the Editor
The Salvation Army committee
would like to thank the local businesses/residents and organizations
that donated toys and food to their
toy/food drive and the generous
donations to assist us with our programming for 2013.
This year we received special attention from the Kinsmen Club of
Uxbridge who held a special auction
to raise funds. And from the
younger residents of Uxbridge the
Sparks who donated gifts from the
money they raised doing jobs for
others & our local Fire Dept. who is
always there when we need them.
Also TCG, Jones Pools, Pine Grove
Church, Township Staff, and the
knitting group at Shobrook for their
hand made baby blankets. The
Uxbridge Toy Drive for their generous donation of toys and a thank
you to the new Port Perry program
“Kids do Good” for assisting us this
year. And to those who adopted a
family and made their Christmas
very special, as well as generous sup-

port of Roy and Barbara Megarry,
Barb Hamilton, Pat Nixon, the
Rotary Club, the curling club, and
the Roxy Kids who bought, packed
and gave a special gift to the teens.
Special thank you to Zehrs for
allowing us to set up our Christmas
Kettle again this year and of course
the general public that volunteered
for our Kettle at Zehrs, and those
who showed their support through
donating to the Kettle. And new
this year was M&M meats who
requested a Kettle to show their
support for those less fortunate in
our community and to Vicki Baker
for volunteering 20 hours on the
Kettle. Without the very generous
businesses and residents of
Uxbridge we would not be able to
assist in the many different areas of
work the local Salvation Army is
involved with at this time.
The Salvation Army committee
worked hard to give everyone a special Christmas as well as continuing
with their special worthwhile pro-

Designed Lifestyles
with Susan Fedorka
Another Year
Happy 2013 to you and your family – may it be a joyous and healthy
one. It’s hard to believe we are 13
years away from the turn of the century. Do you remember what you
were doing on New Year’s Eve 2000?
This is the time of the year when
much is written about resolutions
and the pros and cons of making
and breaking them. Most of our res-

olutions are self-directed – I will lose
weight, exercise more or quit smoking. All very commendable.
But there are resolutions that you
can, and probably should, make.
And those resolutions pertain to
your greatest (although according to
some analyst, rapidly diminishing)
asset and that is your home.
We think about improving our
overall appearance but what about
that of your home? Does it need a
new roof? What condition is the

14
grams throughout the year and with
Uxbridge's generosity we will be
able to assist more residents and
continue will all of our programs.
Thank you Uxbridge!
Bev Northeast
Chair, Salvation Army Uxbridge
For all intents and purposes Chief
Spence is slowly starving to death,
and I wonder what that says about
us Canadians. Her protest is a
peaceful one. Her protest is focused
on the interests of not just one person but groups of people across our
country. Her protest is not based
upon insignificant or unfounded
grievances but rather serious and
well-documented inequalities. Her
protest has one simple demand. Yet
she continues to starve.
The personal choices of Stephen
Harper are beyond our control, but
the decisions made by our Prime
Minister should not be. I would not
ask Mr. Harper to compromise his
beliefs, but I do ask our Prime
Minister to faithfully represent his
fellow Canadians. This can only be

chimney in and how old is the furnace? It’s easy, unless you are highly
disciplined, to allow these little
character flaws to go unattended to.
After all, there’s always next year.
The problem is that next year never
really comes. In the event that you
had to sell your house quickly,
would these unattended items lessen
the value of your home? It is all fine
and well to say that you wouldn’t
have to sell your house immediately
if something unfortunate happened,
but if you are in an unfortunate situation such as the loss of a job, a
divorce or a death, don’t you think
that that challenge alone would be
enough to deal with without having
to worry about repairing the house
to max out the return? Ask anyone
who has had to sell their parents’
home once the parents are gone.
Ask them how easy it was to sell a
house that had been lived in, by the
same owners, for the past 45 years
and that had no upgrades and minimal maintenance.
Maybe you don’t have the money
to replace the roof just yet, but you
could start by getting some quotes,
talking to people who have had their
roofs done to see who is and isn’t
reliable, and if the quotes you are
getting are in line with what others
have paid. Then start saving.
Our homes need to be regularly
maintained and upgraded, even if
it’s simply a coat of paint, new
shrubs or a new fridge. It’s easier to
deal with small things than to leave
it all to the last minute and be faced
with something that is just too overwhelming to deal with and so gets
further neglected.
Resolve to take care of yourself,
your home and your gardens so that
your 2013 will be a peaceful and
enjoyable one.
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done, however, when we decide and
express what it is we want.
Do we want to support an easily
achievable request made by a peaceful protester? Do we want to set out
to rectify long running inequalities
suffered by the first peoples of our
home? Or do we want to let Chief
Spence starve?
I’ve already told him what I want.
Katrina Leahy
Uxbridge, Ontario
and Wellington, New Zealand
Uxbridge is a great place to be! As
coordinators of the Uxbridge
Christmas Hamper Campaign, we
would like to express our sincere
gratitude for the generosity and
support shown by the community
during this Christmas season. In
cooperation with the Durham
Region Department of Social
Services and the Uxbridge Loaves

and Fishes Food Bank, we would
like to take this opportunity to
thank the Uxbridge Lions Club,
local churches, businesses and
organizations, schools and individual residents
who
prepared
Christmas Hampers, (which included a Christmas dinner plus extra
goodies, and gifts for the children)
and then delivered them to the
many families in our community.
Without the spirit of kindness and
sharing by the many volunteers who
assisted in this program, we would
not have been able to spread a little
Christmas joy to 128 families in our
community.
Your support was very much
appreciated. Thank you for caring
and sharing.
Susan Gilbert, Coordinator,
Uxbridge Christmas Hamper
Campaign

Barbara and
Robert Purdy
of Uxbridge
are proud to
announce the engagement
of their daughter,

JENNIFER
MARGARET
PURDY
to

LEE
Wedding to take
place on
August 31, 2013, in
Uxbridge.

MICHAEL
COOPER
Son of Karen and
John Cooper,
also of Uxbridge.
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Bird counters spot record number of species
by Derek Connelly
53 species of birds were seen on the
Uxbridge Christmas Bird Count this
year, four more than last year, and the
highest since the count started in
2004. A snow storm the day and
night before did deter travelling birders from joining the count, and some
feeder watchers didn’t participate this
year despite what turned out to be a
fair although colder day that did not
include rain, drizzle, fog or freezing
rain!
27 field observers drove 736 km and
walked 72 km while 17 watched at
their feeders. While the species count
was up the numbers of individual
birds was down. 8347 birds down
from 10140 last year most of which
can be accounted for by a drop in the
American Goldfinch (-1400) and
Canada geese (-900) counts. The
snow storm the day before the count
and the drop in temperatures moved
Canada geese further south to open
water and a reduction in feeder
watchers and participants may have
affected Goldfinch counts. Higher
numbers of Common redpolls (976
vs 10 last year), demonstrate a finch
invasion while Dark eyed juncos
(871 vs 444), and American Tree
sparrows (554 vs 281) were also up.
Low numbers of European Starling

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

VIEWPOINTS

H

(150 vs 937) and American crows
(453 vs 652) were also observed
(went south?). New for the count this
year at feeders were a White
Crowned sparrow, Yellow Bellied
sapsucker, and Northern Flicker (forgot to go south?). During count week
Lapland Longspurs and Eastern
Bluebirds were also seen. A bald eagle
was a highlight on count day.
Although a number of out of town
birders didn’t make it this year, a visiting birder from BC made a significant contribution, adding two new
species on count week and a number
of photos of birds seen.
We hope other birders will continue
to help out other bird counts wherever they travel, whenever they are not
in Uxbridge over Christmas.
National Audubon Society and Bird
Studies Canada use this annual citizen science effort to add to the over
100 years of data on bird populations
and trends. I think of the canary in
the mine scenario; what is going with
the birds is how the planet is changing.
Thanks are extended to Brian

Henshaw and Sarah Dart for creating
satellite maps for use in the field;
Kim Adams for recording data at the
potluck, Kim Adams and James
Kamstra for proofing ; Mark Stabb
and Carolyn Schultz for hosting the
pot luck and all the birders who participated in the Uxbridge Christmas
Bird Count. Thanks also to all the
good residents of Uxbridge and
Scugog who loaded up their feeders,
opened their gates and tolerated the
crazy binocular-clad birders counting
their birds.
For those interested in the details of
the count follow the links to the
Uxbridge, Ontario Count code
UXON on the Audubon website http://netapp.audubon.org/cbcobservation/
If you would like to join my email list
of birders and share bird sightings and
local bird news, contact Derek
Connelly dconn50@powergate.ca or
905-852-5432.

A weekly seminar and support group for those grieving the loss of
someone close. A “safe place” to walk with others on your journey.
WE KNOW IT HURTS AND WE CARE.
THURSDAYS JAN. 31ST TO APRIL 25TH
7-9 PM, ST. PAUL’S LEASKDALE
2-4 PM, UXBRIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH
FOR INFO OR TO REGISTER CONTACT: HELEN@SAINTPAULS.CA 905-852-5921

T h u r s d a y, J a n u a r y 1 7 t h 2 0 1 3
Coffee with Pam
from page 3
That probably coincides with your previous question about why we have so
many adult book clubs. They're seeing
parents reading and I think it's just natural that parents are concerned about
seeing their children follow that route of
literature, although they're still involved
and interested in the technological
devices. I've seen an increase in readership in boys and that largely, I think, is
a result of Harry Potter. It interested
them enough for them to want to follow. And in the last 10 years there has
been a lot more literature available that
appeals to young men and boys. More
and more male authors have come on
the scene with children's books and it
has enticed more boys to read.
There seems to have been an explosion of
e-books which can be read on whatever
electronic device they use for such things.
How do you feel about reading a book
on a screen?
I haven't personally done that because I
like the feel of a book, as many people
who have the devices do. But for reasons
of travel it's a lot less cumbersome. I
don't think that day of "Oh, my gosh,
what's going to happen to libraries?" is
near. That's a long way in the future.
People still love the feel of a book. But
now we have the capability where
library books can be downloaded onto
your device.
How many books do you read in a
month?
Probably four or five.
What is your favourite genre?
I would have to say historical fiction.
I'm a die-hard history buff in the World
Wars era, so anything involving that
period of history with a fictional bent
very much appeals to me. Hence, the
program I started a few years back called
Lunch at the Legion. Generally speaking, I have an author that is pertinent to
the war time. It's brought me pleasure
because I enjoy that history and I think,

as Ted Barris would say, we need to
know.
What is your favourite book?
I wouldn't say it's my favourite book
but the book I have read in recent years
that has stayed with me and always will
is probably something I wouldn't have
picked up because it's a difficult subject,
but it was chosen as a book club read.
So, hence, I read The Kite Runner. It's a
fictional story but based on the horrific
situation that's happening in the Third
World and it was just an eye-opener for
me. Not a pleasurable read in the sense
that it makes you angry and sad, but
makes you so much aware. You know
what, I probably shouldn't complain
when I have to sit at the clinic for two
hours.
Would that be an appealing aspect of
book clubs, in that you are sometimes
moved to read a book that you normally
would not consider?
Yes. We just finished a book called The
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, about a
black woman who, in the '50s, unbeknownst to her, was very ill and passed
and her tissues were used for science and
her family had no knowledge of it.
This should be a little easier. What's
your favourite children's book?
I would have to say probably Anne of
Green Gables. In that time in my life,
that wonderful daydream adventure,
this place really exists. It was fascinating
for me as a child to read. That's something that stays with you as an adult. It
lets you lose yourself for a while in an
idyllic fun, funny way. But a few years
ago as an adult I felt I really needed to
read the diaries of the author, Lucy
Maud Montgomery, and she proved to
be quite an interesting lady. That was a
fun read because it happened in our
community.
Pam, thank you.
Thank you.

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

Fri., Jan. 18
BRUINS vs.
GEORGINA

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two
tickets for the Uxbridge Bruins. Last week’s viewpoint was not guessed. Hint: look near our busiest
intersection. We’ll have the answer next week.
Photo by Michelle McNally.

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com
OUR NITRATE-FREE APPLEWOOD-SMOKED HAM IS BACK IN THE
DELI! THE BEST HAM YOU’LL EVER TASTE, WE GUARANTEE IT!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The Uxbridge Cosmos

Holt memorial concert a grand tribute
The concert being presented next
Wednesday night in honour of longtime Uxbridge pianist and educator
Anthony Holt, who died in his new
home of Cobourg in late November, is
going to be a grand affair with great
music and great musicians.
“It’s not going to be a funeral service,”
promises organizer and emcee Conrad
Boyce. “It’s going to be a celebration of
all the music Tony loved, and of what he
meant to the Uxbridge arts community.”
A pianist and singer who passed on his
passion for music to dozens of students
through his own studio, Mr. Holt was
also the co-founder in 1998 of the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust,
which has assisted many local students
with their post-secondary education in
the arts. The voluntary admission collected at the event will be donated to the

Trust.
The concert, on Wednesday, Jan. 23 at
7:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church, will
be performed by several of his colleagues
and students, as well as the choirs in
which he sang for many years.
A highlight will be the return to
Uxbridge of two of his most frequent
collaborators, flautist Lesley Joosten and
soprano Jane Loewen.
“You’ll hear everything from Bach to
Leonard Cohen, opera to jazz,” says Mr.
Boyce. “I hope the church will be filled
to the rafters with everyone in Uxbridge
who loves music, because the legacy of
Anthony Holt will be felt here for many
decades to come.”

The Roxy Kids recently gathered to present more than 2000
toothbrushes to Uxbridge’s Ghana health team, leaving for
Africa in April. Pictured with the kids (L to R) are Drs. Kyle Chin,
Jennifer Wilson and Michael Banh. Photo by Conrad Boyce.
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Pets & Their People
Tips to Combat Dry Skin and
Cold Feet in your Pets
by Dr. Leah Knoll,
Pet Hospital on Main
Dry skin is a very common condition affecting
most of us, especially in the winter months.
During the winter a humidifier can help our
pets as well as the non-furry members of the
household. Other things you can do to help
relieve dry skin are to ensure that your pet is on
a high quality food with added essential fatty
acids which help to nourish the skin and
improve the immune barrier function of the
skin. There are many supplements for dogs
and cats which you can add to their diet, but it
is difficult to get the necessary amount of essential fatty acids with supplements alone. It is a
good idea to consult your veterinarian before
starting a supplement or changing the diet
because some dogs and cats who are prone to
certain diseases such as pancreatitis can have difficulties tolerating additional fatty acids in their
food.
Bathing your dog (or your cat if you are brave)
can actually help with dry skin as well. It is best
to use a soothing oatmeal based shampoo
(designed for dogs and cats) and leave it on for
10 minutes prior to rinsing. Following with a
soothing conditioner (for dogs and cats) can
also help. Be careful not to bathe your dog too
often or that will also contribute to dryness.
If flaky skin is accompanied by itching, oily
coat, redness, and/or sores or lesions it is best to
consult your veterinarian to provide your dog

with relief, and to see if there is an underlying
disease process causing it.
Boots are the best way to protect your dog’s
feet from the cold and salt, and they can make a
fashion statement at the same time. I’ve recently started recommending ‘Power Paws’ by
Woodrow Wear. They are more like a sock with
rubber tread on the bottom, and according to
their website www.woodrowwear.com, you can
use water proofing spray on them prior to using
them outside. They are very easy to put on and
you can just toss them in the wash to clean. We
have Power Paws in our office and would be
happy to help you find the perfect fit for your
dog. These boots are also great for older dogs
who need a little more traction in the house on
slippery floors.
‘Muttluks’ are another brand that I have used
in the past. They are more expensive, but better
for winter weather and more durable, and they
have adjustable Velcro straps to help keep them
on your dog’s feet. You can consult their website www.muttluks.com for more info. We
would be happy to assist you with sizing and can
conveniently order them in for you. Like anything new, you do need to practice and train
your dog to accept wearing his boots inside
before venturing outdoors.
If your dog does not tolerate boots, only have
her out for as long as she seems comfortable.
Always wipe the feet after a trip outdoors and be
sure to inspect between the toes and foot pads
for ice, salt, and gravel. If your dog is holding
a foot up, it’s his way of telling you it’s time to
go in!
If you have any questions you would like
answered please email them to: petdoctor@powergate.ca and I will try to reply in a future column.

