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SNOW BUNNIES - Karen Lowe took up the challenge Saturday afternoon to build a snow sculpture up at the Siloam Hall. The special winter activity was hosted by the
Uxbridge Arts Association. Photo by Stuart Blower.

Zephyr library closure may not be a done deal
by Veronica Blake
Concerned Zephyr residents came
out to Township council meeting
on Jan. 24 to protest the closing of
their local library.
A string of emails mobilized residents, both current and former, to
try to save one of the few amenities
remaining in their hamlet.
The library is the only other
branch of the Uxbridge Library.
Council plans to cut the
library's $800,000 budget by
$55,000 for the main branch,
in addition to the $36,000
saved from closing the Zephyr
location. The library is open 17
hours a week and employs one
librarian and two students. The
cost to run the library is significantly higher per user than at

the main location. In fact, the
branch sees approximately 20
patrons per week and no longer
offers community programs, due to
low turnout.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor and
Uxbridge Council are working to
balance the budget and keep the tax
increase in line with cost of living.
“We know how emotional this is
for you. Nobody likes to see a facil-

ity in their community close
down,”
Ms.O'Connor
said,
addressing Zephyr residents during
the meeting. “To keep taxes at an
acceptable level and maintain services is a bit of a juggling act.”
In addition to books, the facility
also offers computers and Internet
access. Council plans on selling the
building and will put the money
from the sale back into Zephyr at
the discretion of its residents. As
well, the computers will be
moved to the community hall
and will be equipped with wireless Internet capability.
The motion was passed to close
the library at the end of the
2011 fiscal year. However, the
librarian's imminent retirement
in March could see it close
much sooner.

Pat Molloy, Councillor for Ward 2 Gwillimbury to negotiate access for
was not in favour of the motion and Zephyr residents at the Mount
thought they would have more time Albert library at no charge.
However, Regional Councillor Jack
to save the branch.
“I'm afraid I do not have a magic Ballinger encouraged citizens to
wand,” Mr. Molloy said.
come back to council with a game
Gord Shreeve has lived in Zephyr plan to save the library.
The budget is scheduled to be prefor eight years and is disappointed
that his two toddlers won't get to sented on Jan. 31.
use the library.
“We were taken by
Sunset, Elgin Park by Renee Leahy
surprise, and things
got taken out of context,” Mr. Shreeve
said. “People need to
be involved in the
process, to be consulted
and
informed.”
Mr. Molloy and Ms.
O'Connor are working
with
East
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More birds, more birders make for more fun at Christmas count
by Derek Connelly
The Uxbridge Christmas bird
count took place on Jan 2nd this
year. Thirty birders took to the
field while 32 watched their
feeders. The count week Dec 30
to Jan 5th picked up four species
missed on the day, but we were
still up from last year. Species
count this year was 47 different
birds (32 last year) and similar to
past counts.
Weather definitely affects the
ability of the observers to count,
and a clear day with some afternoon light snow helped this year.

Temperatures at the start of the
count week were up to 10 C but
dropped to -10 C by the weekend. This may have tricked a few
birds (stragglers) from leaving
(song sparrow, white throated
sparrow,) and resulted in two
new species for the count - the
brown thrasher (illustrated) and
Wilson's snipe. The Brown
thrasher is still surviving enjoying suet at a feeder while the
snipe may be still hanging out in
wetlands or snow lands.
Another new bird was the
American Black Duck/Mallard
cross. Apparently these are not

that uncommon, so next time
you’re looking at the mallards in
Elgin Pond check for a darker
looking mallard duck; it may be
a hybrid. The predicted common redpoll invasion (a northern finch) was not witnessed.
Although redpolls were counted
(90) the numbers were nothing
like the 2007 invasion when 653
birds were counted.
Our total numbers of individual birds was also up to 7948,
our highest year. This may again
reflect the weather and /or the
increase in birder effort. For
effort we covered 1029 km (up

100 km from last year) over 61
hours (up 4) by car, 64 km by
foot (up 5) over 41 hours (up
10), and spent 78 hours (up 16)
watching at the feeder. Each year
people and birds make a decision
to stay or not over the holiday
and this influences the count.
What is exciting is that each year
a few more new birds and birders
seem to take part in our count.
The out of town birders
(Scarborough,
Stouffville,
Whitby, and Guelph) added
their own expertise, and the new
birds added to the birding fun of
the annual Christmas bird

count.
Thanks go to Kim Adams for
assisting with inputting the data,
Rick and Nancy Hannah for
hosting the pot luck supper and
all the birders for once again participating in our National
Audubon count.

More great authors coming for brunch
by Shelagh Damus
On February 6th some more great
authors are coming to town. For the
first Books and Brunch event of
2011 Scotiabank Giller Prize finalist
Alissa York will be on hand to read
from her novel Fauna. Ms. York will
be joined by first time author
Dorothy Ellen Palmer who will be
reading from her novel When
Fenelon Falls.
In her highly anticipated new
novel, Alissa York creates a contemporary human fable that taps into
the great tenderness and drama at
the heart of the animal world. The
wide ravine that bisects the city is
home to countless species of urban

wildlife, including human waifs and
strays. When Edal Jones can't cope
with the casual cruelty she encounters in her job as a federal wildlife
officer, she finds herself drawn to a
beacon of solace nestled in the valley
under the unlikely banner of an
auto-wrecker's yard. Guy Howell,
the handsome proprietor, offers
sanctuary to animals and people
alike: a half-starved hawk and a
brood of orphaned raccoon kits, a
young soldier whose spirit failed
him during his first tour of duty, a
teenage runaway and her massive
black dog. Guy is well versed in the
delicate workings of damaged
beings, and he might just stand a
chance at mending Edal's heart.

But before love can bloom, the little community must come to terms
with a different breed of lost soul - a
young man whose brutal backwoods
childhood is catching up with him,
causing him to persecute the creatures that call the valley home.
In When Fenelon Falls, Jordan May
March, disabled bastard and genius,
age fourteen, limps and schemes her
way towards adulthood in the summer of 1969. Trapped at the March
family's cottage outside Fenelon
Falls, Jordan spends her days memorizing CHUM charts, avoiding
her adoptive cousins, catching
frogs and plotting to save Yogi, the
bullied, buttertart-eating bear
caged at the top of March Road. In
her diary, reworking the scant facts
of her adoption, Jordan visions and
revisions a hundred different scenarios for her conception in that
night in 1954 when Hurricane
Hazel tore Toronto to shreds. But
when bear-baiting cousin Derwood
finds the diary and learns everything that the family will not face,
the target of his torture shifts from
Yogi the Bear to his disabled and
haunted adopted cousin. As caged
as Yogi, Jordan is drawn to desperate measures.
Like her character, Palmer was
likely conceived during Hurricane
Hazel and was adopted. She grew
up in and near Toronto and spent
her summers in cottage country
near Fenelon Falls. According to
Quill and Quire Magazine, When
Fenelon Falls is “full of humour,
surprises and a refreshingly unsentimental depiction of family relations.”
As with other double header
Books and Brunch lineups, there is
a theme that weaves its way
through the two books and it will
be drawn out and explored by
interviewer and award-winning
author Susanna Kearsley.
And if that is not enough, fans of
CBC Canada Reads and competitive swimming will be ecstatic to

learn that Angie Abdou will also be
in attendance at the Books and
Brunch event. Ms Abdou, whose
novel The Bone Cage is being championed by the NHL's Georges
Laraque, will be warming up in
Uxbridge for the Canada Reads
debates that begin the following day.
The Bone Cage captures the physicality, sensuality, and euphoric highs of
amateur swimming, and the darker,
cruel side of sport programs that
wear athletes down and spit them

out at the end of their bloom. With
realism and humour, Abdou captures athletes in the lead up to the
Olympics and on the brink of that
transition and explores how people
deal with the loss of their dream.
Books and Brunch will take place
on Sunday, February 6 at Wyndance
Golf Club at 11 a.m. Tickets are $20
(including a full brunch) and are
available at Blue Heron Books.
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A Cup of Coffee... with Art Mathews
We first met Art Mathews at
council on Monday night when,
with Ginger Jackson, he proposed
the building of a new animal shelter. But we learned a few things
about him at that meeting that
made him seem a natural to join
the Cosmos for a Cup of Coffee.
The first time I was aware of your
existence was last night at council.
Where did this idea for a new animal shelter come from?
Well, I'll give you a little bit of history. Both Ginger and I have been
strong advocates for the shelter in
its current form for quite a number
of years and have chatted frequently about what we can do to make
the lives of the animals there better.
Through my Pet Valu stores, I had
six years of golf tournaments and
we raised about $10,000 for the
shelter to offset spay-neuter costs.
We run a Christmas campaign
every year and Ginger does much
the same with her McDonald's.
Last summer, Ginger will tell you,
she was up in the middle of the
night and had a bit of an epiphany.
She started thinking about the concept of barn-raising and how one
can help their neighbour out by
raising a barn. A lot of people
working together. Not a paid thing,
you just do something good for a
neighbour.
Barn bees used to be a lot more
common than they are now.
Absolutely. So Ginger came by one
day and we got chatting. We could
see the potential to make this a
reality and we'd long discussed
some of the challenges facing the
current shelter. The physical plant
is really inappropriate in this day
and age and it's really the expertise
of the staff that makes it such a
wonderful place for the animals.
The more we talked, the more we
thought “what's the first step?” We
decided the first step was to go and
talk informally and off the record
with the staff of the townships to
see if they felt it would be a viable
thing to move forward with. They
were thrilled. They thought it was
marvellous, but the timing was off
because of the (municipal) election.
Once the election was over, we reinvigorated the concept. But it really comes from a long-standing history of loving the animals.
So you've known Ginger for a
while?
Yes, I've known Ginger as long as
she's owned McDonald's, so that's
1994 I think.
I found out last night that you own
three Pet Valu stores, but your background is in the mental health
field.
And continuing to this day.
How does someone involved in
mental health end up in the pet

business?
I've been working in mental health
for 30 years now; I graduated from
the faculty of medicine at the
University of Toronto in 1981 and
originally began working with multipally handicapped kids.
Before we go any farther, are you a
psychiatrist or a psychologist?
I'm actually an occupational therapist and classed as a mental health
therapist. I've had a private practice
for about 25 years now. I eventually became clinical director at
Whitby in 2000. I do some work
out of a home office with kids from
this area. So I have a fairly eclectic
mental health background. I love
the work, but I knew that I wanted
a balance to my life. The whole pet
thing was such a nice departure and
a friend owned a Pet Valu in Orillia
and we got talking about it and I
saw it as much as my version of an
RRSP as anything else. I actually
had four stores at one time 20 years
ago but I sold one. I now have one
in Uxbridge, Stouffville and
Toronto. It's put balance into my
life. Most of my work has been
with abused kids and that can eat
you alive. My family has been a
marvellous balance and the stores

have been a different aspect of balance. I lead a youth group over at
St. Paul's (Anglican Church) and I
coach soccer. Balance is the only
word I can come up with. I also
used to be a member of the
Kinsmen here and the Rotary and I
played hockey here.
Do you ever use pets to help with
your work with kids?
Yes. Years ago we actually had therapeutic pets that we brought into
Whitby Mental Health Centre and
they were a positive addition. Now
it's something that's run exclusively by volunteers. Animals and the
unconditional love that they can
give you, particularly when you're
in your deepest negative places, can
be marvellous and so life-giving.
You look at kids who have had various types of negative backgrounds
and to have something in their life
that loves them no matter what, is
non-judgemental and is always
happy to see you, is an absolutely
marvellous thing. So certainly there
is overlap.
Have you been what might be

called an animal lover all your life?
Yes, my entire life. My family had
numerous pets when I was young.
I've always had some type of critter
around.
Are you a dog person or a cat person?
I don't know. We currently have
one dog, four cats, a guinea pig and
several fish. But, honestly, my first
love is probably dogs. I actually had
a rabbit. He was a store rabbit and
he would come home with me periodically. I was astounded at the
personality he had.
Running three stores must be timeconsuming and stressful. How do
you also find time to do your mental health work?
Actually, what I'm doing most now
is teaching. I'm a lecturer at
Georgian College and Durham
College. When I bought the stores,
what I did was buy out a minority
partner and their job was to make
money. So actually I'm at my stores
about once a week. The Uxbridge
store, because my wife and I have a
farm here, is actually the one I look
after with the assistance of some
great staff. It was much harder 15
years ago.
You bought your stores 20 years
ago, which, coincidentally, is when
you moved to Uxbridge from Port
Perry. What made you come to
Uxbridge?
My wife, Biz, is a pharmacist and
she actually was a partner with
John Davies in what were the two
IDAs in town and we wanted to get
closer to where she was working, so
we bought some land out on the
4th Concession and at that time we
were also foster parents, so we had
four teenaged boys living with us.
We built a big house because of
that and that was all kinds of fun.
We aren't fostering anymore but
that was a marvellous experience
for us.
Did becoming foster parents result
from your work with kids?
Yes, very much. We were one of the
first child treatment homes, which
is what they were called. Homes
where one of the parents had some
type of professional background
working with kids. So we took kids
who normally would have gone
into a group home. We did that for
13 years or so and then we had our
own kids and decided we needed to
focus on our own family.
But you have a busy, busy life. How
are you going to fit the animal shelter foundation into it?
I mentioned earlier I had become a
director at the mental health centre. I retired from there in 2009
and while I am teaching part-time
and doing some other stuff, I'm
actually finding my life a lot more
relaxed than it was. So part of it is
surrounding yourself with good
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by Roger Varley
people and I believe if we get the
right group it's going to sing.
One thing I didn't hear addressed
last night was how much you are
looking to raise.
No, we didn't put a figure out.
Do you have a figure in mind?
The challenge is, we want to see
what the design looks like and what
the cost projection is going to be. I
know, for example, the new shelter
down in Oshawa was $1.6 million.
Now it's half again the size we're
talking about for here and we're
talking about a model of construction where we want to model after
that barn building philosophy. So
our costs we would project to be
lower. We haven't established a target for the foundation yet, but
that's going to be one of the first
items of business when we get the
group together and get some wiser
minds than mine working on it.
The ideal would be to build a
brand new shelter on a different
site.
But that will add to your costs.
Yes, unless there's already some
lands available through the townships or a donation of some type.
The reason that's our first focus is
because the existing shelter was
actually built on land where a lot of

fill was used. One of the challenges
they're running into is heaving
with the seasons and all that type of
stuff. I would wonder if it is in fact
viable for a larger facility. The second concern is just the size of the
lot itself. But if it turns out that is
our only option, you take lemons
and make lemonade. The biggest
thing is, a facility with a better
design is better for the health of the
animals.
Do you see any problems at all in
raising the money for a new shelter?
No. I just look at the level of support and the positive response
we've had for various fund-raising
initiatives around pets and I think
with a proper viable plan that people can see the vision and buy into
it. I think fund-raising will be part
of the dollar package and the other
part will be the Trillium Fund and
things like that. There are other
government grants we can take
advantage of as well. And for those
who can’t contribute money, there's
always the barn-raising idea.
Commit time, commit expertise.
There's an opportunity for people
to give at many levels.
Thank you, Art, and good luck.
Thank you.

~ MARYANN GRACE BALLINGER ~
Passed away Saturday, January 22, 2011 at Lakeridge Health, Port
Perry, Ontario in her fifty-seventh year. Her gentle manner and affectionate personality will be sadly missed by her resident friends and
wonderful, caring staff of Community Living Durham North.
Maryann was born in Uxbridge on June 30,1954 at Mrs. Soper’s on
Brock Street, East under the appreciated care of Dr. Russell St. John.
Preceded in death by her loving parents Fred and Betty Ballinger, her
sister Sharon, brother Fred Jr. and sister-in-law Donna. She will be
dearly missed by her remaining family including brothers Jack (Ellen),
Bill, Ted (Carol) and sister-in-law Marion (Tom). Nieces and nephews
Kim (Doug), Susan (Larry), Lisa (Chris), Jill, Katy (Doug), Brad (Alyson),
Kelly (Jay), Amy, Michael, Crystal (Kevin), Jason (Ashley), Melanie
(James), Shayne and Jade. As well by her great nieces Kyrah, Olivia,
Annabelle and Avery.
A funeral service was held on Tuesday, January 25, at the Low and
Low Funeral Home, 1763 Reach St., Port Perry, with a reception following the service at the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 170 in
Uxbridge. Maryann will be interred along side her parents in a private
ceremony at the Uxbridge Cemetery at a later date.
The family sincerely appreciates the loving support Maryann received
and kindly requests that in lieu of flowers donations be made to
Community Living Durham North (P.O. Box 964, Port Perry ON. L9L
1A8 (905)985-8511). Online condolences may be made at
www.lowandlow.ca.
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our two cents
Selling off the assets
At Monday night’s Council meeting, the dominant topic of discussion (as we report on page 1)
was the imminent closure of the Zephyr Public Library. Or at least everyone thought it was
imminent. Only toward the end of the meeting did a sympathetic Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger reveal that the original motion in budget sessions was to close the branch at the end
of this year, thus removing its $36,000 cost from the 2012 budget, not this year’s. His statement, by the way, was also the first time that many of us realized Council was debating a twoyear budget, a salutary innovation which has not been much ballyhooed by the Township.
As for the Zephyr Library, Mayor O’Connor said it was only when Council was told that the
present staff librarian there was retiring in March, did the possibility of closing the branch earlier come up. Unfortunately, prior to Monday, that was the only date that anyone in the hamlet was aware of; as a result, they understandably felt the decision was hasty, without due consultation. Rookie ward councillor Pat Molloy has an opportunity to heal some wounds by undertaking that consultation now, and we hope the branch can be saved, perhaps, as one resident
suggested, with volunteer staffing.
At any rate, while Mayor O’Connor was explaining the concept of hard budget choices to those
assembled, trying to give them an idea of the challenge Council faced in trimming a great deal
of money from the wish lists presented to them, she quietly dropped another bombshell which
the crowd, focussed on Zephyr, seemed not to hear: that Council was investigating the possibility of selling Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Leaskdale manse to the LMM Society of Ontario.
An executive member of LMMSO tells us that this concept was floated to the Society in a hastily-called meeting just before its president, Kathy Wasylenky, left the country for two weeks.
She certainly won’t be back before the two-year budget is presented this coming Monday. So
it will be interesting to see how the potential sale of the manse is treated. We think the concept is excellent; in fact, we suggested in this space several years ago that it didn’t make sense
for different entities to own the manse and historic church (the mortgage of which the LMMSO
is hoping to pay off this year). We suggested then, and we reiterate, that the price should be
a dollar; the Society can’t afford market value for the property, and the Township’s object
should be to save on future operating expenses, not make a big sum on selling off a historic
asset.
We’re also not sure that the LMMSO should be the buyer. For many, if not most, of the national historic sites across the country, the federal government, in particular Parks Canada, is the
property owner. For most of its life as an NHS, the manse has been mostly ignored by Parks
Canada, but for the last three years, the agency has been vitally involved in the manse’s
restoration leading up to this fall’s centennial celebration of Maud’s arrival in Leaskdale. So
maybe the Township should be talking to Parks Canada about taking the manse off its hands
(and its books).
And maybe they should be talking to the Foster Memorial Committee (which is now a nonprofit society) about taking over the Foster. Or to the York-Durham Heritage Railway about
assuming the railway station. Or helping create a separate corporation to run the Music Hall.
It’s a fascinating discussion, and certainly a lot of municipalities are getting out of the property management business for the same reason our Council is considering it: to save tax dollars. But after so many years of the municipality paying the bills here in Uxbridge, it’s not
something you can spring on the private sector overnight. Now is the time to begin the debate,
but for a future budget, not the one coming down next week.
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Letters to the Editor
The Salvation Army committee
would like to thank the local businesses, residents and organizations
that donated toys and food to our
Christmas toy/food drive.
This year we received great help
from the Kinsmen Club of
Uxbridge who held a special auction to raise funds. And from the
younger residents of Uxbridge the
Sparks who donated gifts & the
Uxbridge Youth Theatre group for
their assistance in helping those
less fortunate and our local Fire
Dept. who is always there when we
need them. Also ReMax for their
assistance with our toy drive,
Canadian Tire, Jones Pools, Pine
Grove Church, Bethesda Reach
WI, TCG, Township Staff, the
Testa Building, and Sears for their
creative idea of decorating a tree
with mitts and scarves. Paul &
Nellie for the beautiful Christmas
Stockings for the children and the
Uxbridge Toy Drive for their generous donation of toys. Special
thank you to Zehrs for allowing us
to set up our Christmas Kettle and
of course the general public that
volunteered for our Kettle at
Zehrs, and those who made donations while shopping and at the
office. Without the very generous
businesses and residents of
Uxbridge we would not be able to
assist in the many different areas of
work the local Salvation Army is
involved with at this time.
The Salvation Army committee
worked hard to give everyone a
special Christmas as well as continuing with their special worthwhile
programs throughout the year;
with Uxbridge's generosity we will
be introducing more programs for
the coming year. Thank you,
Uxbridge!
Bev Northeast, Chair,

Salvation Army, Uxbridge Unit
A regularly-heard comment in
Music Hall productions is that
"the music was too loud", often
drowning out the words of the
singer. This was the case in the
current Kiss Me, Kate production.
The lyrics of Cole Porter are some
of the best, and cleverest writing
for the stage ever, and it's unfortunate that we could not appreciate (or hear) them all. An example is the the "Brush Up Your
Shakespeare" duet by the two
mobsters, in which Porter manages
to build in clever references or
titles to 13 (count 'em)
Shakespeare plays in the space of
three minutes. But you have to listen carefully, and it was easy to
miss some of the references.
The problem is with the audio
system, or the lack of it. The only
amplification resident at the Music
Hall is via hanging mikes over the
stage, or strategically-placed stationary mikes along the front of
the stage. Typically, musical comedy productions in theatres of any
size, particularly with live orchestras, use body mikes, with each
principal character equipped with
a small radio-transmission unit
and a virtually invisible head mike.
A recent public school production
in Port Perry that I attended used
them very effectively, with every
word clearly audible.
The "Kiss Me, Kate" production
did the best they could, but, as
director Carey Nicholson commented at the intermission, they
were limited by the technology
available. "The Music Hall presents two or three musicals every
year, and really needs a body-mike
system," she said. "They can be
rented, but in three years, a system
could be paid for." She added that

the lack of a good amplification
system limits the director's ability
to block (or place the action
around the stage), since singers
have to be carefully located near to
one of the stationary mikes. Even
then, the sound is unbalanced.
In my opinion, the current production could have been greatly
improved with an appropriate
sound system. It is something the
Music Hall Board should look
into. The quality of our musical
productions deserves it.
Wynn Walters
Sixth Concession
On Jan. 18 I parked my truck in
front of Trinity United Church.
When I came outside, two men
were waiting on the side walk. As it
turned out, Paul Meek of Meek
Electric backed into my truck. He
could have left without saying a
word. But he didn't. Thanks to a
good, honest, local tradesperson,
my truck is now repaired. It's great
to see there are still honest people
around in Uxbridge.
George Christenson
Uxbridge
I would like to say how much I
look forward to, and enjoy, the
“Wandering the Cosmos” column
by Conrad Boyce. The columns are
always intelligent, interesting,
informative and many times
humorous. He reminds me of the
late Gary Lautens of the Toronto
Star. We moved to Uxbridge from
Stouffville in June of 2010, and we
enjoy all three of your weekly
newspapers. Keep on writing!
Glenys Yorke
Uxbridge
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ravenshoe ramblings

the barris beat

column by Roger Pires

column by Ted Barris

Winter-Ish

How much living space is enough?

“Roger, you have to see this.” I peered over the partition of my cubicle. My colleague was waving me across the aisle. Something of grave importance was flashing across his computer screen.
An earthquake? A plane crash? The new Victoria’s Secrets line? I headed over to see riveting footage of a snowstorm. I could’ve just looked out the window and watched it live. Where was this anyway: Parry Sound? Timmins?
Inuvik?
“Atlanta,” said Ish.
Mother Nature was behaving like a college freshman that’d been to a few keg parties. Her sorority hijinks made
headline news on CNN. She must’ve mistaken the Mason-Dixon Line for the 49th parallel and sent a lifetime supply of snow to the lower eastern seaboard. Atlanta was the new Winnipeg. On the screen, a stretch of Interstate
resembled a giant, frozen latte with vehicles scattered across it like chocolate shavings. Residents of the Peach
State were shown enjoying various leisurely winter activities like digging out buried vehicles with a garden shovel and huddling in doorways for warmth. A city where winter means donning a long-sleeved shirt was under lockdown. In the background, a female voice shouted above the blizzard: “Our office has been closed for two
days…the people down the street still don’t have power… this is a nightmare…”
“I used to sound like that,” said Ish, his voice a long way from sympathetic. His family’s first winter in Canada
was an ordeal. “I had to go to work but my wife never left the house.” She must’ve felt like she’d been kidnapped by her husband and taken to a land where large men spit and it freezes in their beards. “I hated winter.”
“No snow where you came from, Ish?”
“Only in the mountains – and I’ve never been there.” The mountains are a place for political exile, not for
building snowmen. A trip up there usually comes with a one-way ticket.
Ish recalls the day when winter ceased being the enemy. He was watching a documentary about a couple of guys
who crossed the North on snowshoes. The images clawed their way into his psyche: frozen lakes framed by an
endless expanse of forest; chiseled mountains towering above fairy tale valleys. Most of all, he remembers the
men themselves.
“It was their faces; they expressed such freedom. I had never felt freedom like that in my life.” He was tired
of being a prisoner of drywall. The next day he bought a pair of snowshoes. He took them down to the local park
and a new life in Canada was born.
“What about the missus? Did she go along?”
“She made a face like this.” He imitates her. I would expect to see that look if I told someone I’d just run my
fingers through the band saw. “She thought I was crazy.”
Ish loves winter now. Sometimes a little too much for his wife’s liking. “One day my in-laws were visiting. My
wife had a very special lunch planned. But it was a great day for snowshoeing: beautiful and sunny. I came home
one hour late. She didn’t talk to me for the rest of the day.”
“I don’t suppose your wife has come around to winter yet?”
“Hah,” he cackles. It’s the laugh of a man who’s spent many nights on the couch. “She is like a bear; she hibernates.” But there is hope yet. “My son wants to sign up for hockey. So far my wife has resisted; she says it’s too
violent. He is ten now; he loves Sidney Crosby.”
Back in Atlanta, three men are pushing an ambulance out of a snow bank. In Canada, we brave worse conditions popping into town for a bag of milk. “We’re just not used to it…,” says the voice on CNN.
“Back home, they think we live like this,” says Ish nodding at the screen. “Of course, when I phone my family I don’t want to disappoint them.” He grins. “I tell them how cold it is. Sometimes I play… play…”
“Play it up?”
“Yes. It is always minus 20 and the snow is up to here.” He points to his eyebrows.
“But Ish, one quick look at the Weather Network and they’ll be calling you Pinocchio.”
“Ah, but they want to believe it. They wonder how I am able to survive winter in Canada.”
Then the Middle East’s answer to Farley Mowat gets an idea. “I’m going to call my wife and tell her I just bought
a snowmobile.” He flicks off CNN and we both go back to our jobs of saving the free world from computer glitches. I look back over the partition; my colleague has the phone stuck to his ear. That must be one honkin’ couch
at your place, Ish.

SAVE
Up to

70%
While Quantities Last.
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In most parts of Canada, they're located in the suburbs where the lots are larger. In downtown areas, they're called mansions. In some older communities,
they're found on former estates. In fact, out in the country, they're described as estate homes. A few weeks
ago, we were driving past a group of them north of Stouffville and an older passenger in our car gasped.
“Unbelievable aren't they?,” I said.
She nodded and reacted with an unexpected comment: “How on earth would anybody clean something like
that?” she said.
I hadn't thought about those million-dollar, estate homes quite that way before. But my older friend's comment brought my concern about such places into perspective. If one happened to live in a house such as that
- with three or four stories, probably 25 or 30 rooms (no doubt including a bathroom for each member of the
family that lived there) and a million nooks and crannies for dirt to gather - cleaning it would be a nightmare.
The cleaning dilemma aside, I thought the greater question was: why would anyone need a house that large?
When most educated societies acknowledge the planet's limited resources, why would anyone design, build or
sell such a monstrosity?
And I guess the easy answer is: because there are enough of us who want them designed, built and available
for purchase.
I remember when we first moved into this community. Admittedly, first we looked into purchasing an acreage,
because the women in the family had a passion for horseback riding and that required space. Well, it turned
out that the space the hobby required was far too expensive for the incomes available to make it possible. So,
we settled for a bungalow in town and commuted to the rented barn, stall and arena space so the ladies could
still get their horse fix. The house we chose to live in was tiny by most people's standards. Today, with the girls
grown and gone, the house that remains is more than enough for two empty-nesters.
Oddly, that's an evolution I don't think a lot of developers and demographers have fully grasped. Families
expand and contract fairly predictably. And yet we insist on building ever larger houses, so that on the day the
remaining inhabitants number one or two, the space in which they're living has become far greater than they
will ever need. Eventually, when the impact of the 1945-1960 baby boom has disappeared, far too many communities (maybe even our own) will be comprised of oversized homes with just a couple or three people rattling around inside them. That's either short-sighted or selfish. Or both.
Not a day in our lives goes by when we don't hear about some corner of the world - even in Canada - where
space is at a premium. We see it in images of congestion in downtown Beijing, Mumbai or even Vancouver. We
see it in the space gobbled up by urban sprawl and the network of highways designed to move populations
between downtown and the suburbs in such places as Los Angeles, London and Montreal. Or we witness the
world's waterfronts cluttered with hundreds of high rises all competing for the view in Hong Kong, Miami and
Toronto. But far too much of that space, I think, is occupied by housing that consumes more space than it needs.
And if it's not housing that gobbles up the space, it's shopping malls. Look at the way the former shopping
plazas at Don Mills and Lawrence seemed to expand and take over neighbouring residential land when they
became the Shops at Don Mills. And just this week, also in Toronto, developers announced the expansion of
Yorkdale, one of the city's most congested malls (just ask anybody who's tried to shop or park there during
Christmas or Boxing Day). The developer plans to add 40 more stores and increase its parking capacity by 800
stalls. Just how it plans to accomplish that within the existing space, the developer didn't say. But Yorkdale will
spend $220 million in the attempt.
Some would argue that the increased density of housing and commercial development in such cities as Toronto
is actually a better use of the space available. Planners and demographers call the process “densification,” or
making maximum use of a minimum amount of land. But I think the process still incorporates oversized houses. I visited one of those downtown high rises not so long ago. A two-bedroom condo contained an entrance
room, a sitting room, a huge dining room, separate living room, den and several bathrooms (as well as the en
suite). It seemed the apartment occupied a quarter or third of the entire floor. It felt like the downtown equivalent of that estate home near Stouffville.
I didn't ask how the owner kept a place that big, clean.

HIGH VISIBILITY GEAR NOW IN!
Vests, Jackets,
Raincoats
…..assorted
sizes and colors.
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Foundation to build new animal shelter
by Roger Varley
Uxbridge Council gave support in principle
Monday night to the establishment of a foundation to raise funds for a new Uxbridge-Scugog
animal shelter.
The charitable foundation was proposed in a delegation to council by Art Mathews, owner of
Uxbridge's Pet Valu, and Ginger Jackson, owner
of Uxbridge's McDonald's Restaurant.
Assisted by a power-point presentation that
included colourful animal motifs, Mr. Mathews
and Mrs. Jackson said they would like to see the
foundation raise enough money to build a new
shelter to replace the existing facility on Reach
Street in Port Perry.
Mr. Mathews said the greatest strength of the
present shelter is the expertise and experience of
the shelter's staff. Its greatest weakness, however, is
that the present building is cramped, poorly ventilated and in need of repairs. It also has little
room for storage and animal isolation and even
less for cats and dogs to exercise.

The pair suggested the foundation be made up of
about 10 people, with equal representation from
Uxbridge and Scugog. They said they had already
been well-received when making a similar appeal
to Scugog council.
Ms. Jackson said she and Mr. Mathews had visited other animal shelters, including the new
Durham animal shelter in Oshawa, to determine
what is needed. Mr. Mathews pointed out that the
Uxbridge-Scugog shelter's poor ventilation made
it easier for respiratory diseases to spread.
When asked if a new and larger shelter could be
built at the current location, Mrs. Jackson said she
hoped that someone might be willing to donate
another parcel of land or that either of the two
municipalities could donate township property.
Mr. Mathews, noting that he and Mrs. Jackson
already run fund-raising initiatives for the shelter,
said many people already make considerable
donations in the form of cash or supplies or pet
food. He said he did not expect fund-raising to be
a problem.

SOFA Smiles
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Blades take Belleville tournament
by Laura Harrison

lost 1-0. Carleton Place has not lost a
game all year in tournaments or regular
season play, so this was the team to
beat. Not to be dismayed, the girls
came back in the third game against
Kemptville with a 2 -1 win. Vanessa
Morgan stood strong between the
posts, and both goals were scored
effortlessly by Randi Young, one of
which was assisted by Jana Young.
The girls then advanced to the semifinals, where they played a tough game
against Kanata. The energy level was
high as the team played an amazing
game and defeated Kanata 2-0 to
advance to the championship round.
Shelby Tate held her ground and
stopped all attempts made by Kanata.
Both goals for the Blades were scored
by Laura Harrison. The first was assisted by Brooke Welsh and Rachel
Cummings, and the second was assisted by Rachel Cummings and Dayna
Crough.
The championship game was exciting
for all, and the tension was high as the
Blades faced Carleton Place once
again. Determined to beat them, the
girls pulled through with a nail-biting
2-1 victory.
R a n d i
Young and
Ta y l o r
Forsyth
found the
net
with
assists coming from
Jana Young
and Dayna
Crough.

The girls Midget C hockey team
delighted all when they claimed the
championship at the recent Belleville
Bearcats New Year’s Classic hockey
tournament, January 7-9.
This tournament was extremely
meaningful for the girls, as it was dedicated to Nadine McNalley, the trainer
for the North Durham Blades. Nadine
has been hospitalized as a result of a
recent heart transplant. She was in critical care, and was unable to make the
trip to Belleville. As a tribute to her,
the girls played some of the best hockey they have all season to claim the victory.
The first game was carried out against
Kanata, a difficult team who the girls
have met in previous tournaments. The
Blades rose to the challenge and won
with a clean 1 – 0 victory. Shelby Tate
was strong in net, and Nicole Dolan
found the back of the Kanata net easily with help from Evie Daymond.
The second game saw the Blades facing off against Carleton Place, an
extremely difficult team, to which they

with Fred Bendell
Well, we have passed the half way mark for the 2010-2011 season and all are skating along nicely, enjoying the hockey and of course the dressing room stories. We had a few mishaps over the Christmas holiday but nothing a little burn ointment couldn't handle...
It seems like the teams are balanced, as the games are being won and lost by
a goal or two. I noticed a few players missing, rumour has it the snow birds
have headed south for a few months, good thing we have spares ready and
willing. Nice to see Ken May joining us and if any one sees Rob Ashenhurst
tell him that Dave Fisher is looking for him. We hope that “cold” weather
passes soon, sure tests the will power to get out of bed early Sunday morning to play hockey!

Sandford News
with Pat Asling
Winter! We all know what it is now,
even though our area has not experienced the super cold, nor the
amount of snow dumped on other
parts of Canada. It has brought the
winter birds in greater numbers as I
now have about 40 common redpolls, some pine siskins and, a
dozen tree sparrows; the bohemian
waxwing flock returned briefly...
In our church family we have four
Carols- there is the 'early
Christmas' Carol, the 'Christmas'
Carol, the 'after Christmas' Carol
and the 'Spring' Carol plus a
Caroline. It was our 'after
Christmas' Carol, our wonderful
piano virtuoso, Carol Gibson, who
celebrated her birthday at the year’s
beginning...
The choir is back in action; our
first contribution of the 2011 being
on Jan. 16 when Zephyr joined us.
As Rev. Diane was away, Bruce
Harwood conducted the service.
Guest Robin John told of her experiences as part of the Ghana medical team, giving us a deeper insight
into the effort volunteers expend
and conditions under which they
labour, to provide even basic med-

ical care...
Several Sandford patrons
attended the matinee for Kiss Me
Kate, a lively show with multitalented actors/singers. At the
monthly meeting of the Uxbridge
Genealogical Society it was standing room only when Allan
McGillivray enlightened and entertained as he spoke about searching
for United Empire Loyalist relatives
and highlighted the experiences he
and Caroline had endured while
trying to verify their claims as UEL
descendants. One new member I
met was Grieg Cox, son of Ralph
and Marilyn Cox. Ralph grew up
with his parents, Wreaford and
Muriel, on the 6th Concession.
Craig informed me that his grandmother, after living for many years
at Reachview, had been transferred
to a facility nearer Keswick.
Unfortunately Muriel, 97, is due
for a serious operation in the near
future...
The worship committee met on
Tuesday evening to discuss ways of
enhancing the services. On
Thursday the Zephyr council met
for the first time in 2011. Sandford
council will meet Feb. 8th. Sunday
23rd the Sandford congregation
met for their Annual General
Meeting, after a too bountiful

lunch, and Zephyr will meet on
Jan. 30th. On Feb. 6 there will be
an official installation of officers at
both churches. On Thursday, Jan.
27 the UCW will hold their AGM
before another fabulous meal...
Last week several of our men went
fishing. I expect it was ice-fishing
and lucky it wasn't this weekend.
There was no report on the catch.
Sunday the 23rd saw red-headed
Rebecca accompany Rev. Diane to
church. Rebecca came to inform us
how we could be like fisherman's
nets, gathering folks, not fishes.
Bob and Evelyn Meek took a trip
this past weekend while Carol
Penberthy has returned from visiting her daughter in the Kingston
area...
The store proceeds- it seems that
two sides have been bricked while
the others are still enshrouded in
plastic...
Looking ahead, on Feb, 14, the
Zephyr congregation is holding a
social evening. Mar. 4 is World
Day of Prayer and this year we have
been invited to join with the
Mount Albert group. On Mar. 8,
Shrove Tuesday, Sandford will host
their annual pancake supper and on
the 18th we will have a “green”
night potluck with fun and games.
Do plan on joining us.

@ the Uxbridge Arena Community Centre

KYLE RADKE
&
DAVE HEMSTAD

Saturday
February 5

2011
Ticket Information:
John Miller
905.852.6518

$25
tax included

Showtime: 8:00
Doors open at 6:30

Cash Bar
After Show Buffet
& Dancing to Disc Jockey

Tickets will also be available to purchase for our Progressive 50/50 Draw!

Tickets available at:
Brian J Evans Financial
38 Toronto Street North
And all Uxbridge Bruins Home Games

www.uxbridgebruins.com
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O’Toole hopes to clean
up fill regulation mess
by Veronica Blake
Uxbridge MPP John O'Toole hopes a private member’s bill will put a stop to “passthe-buck documentation” that has culminated in a “pound of paper” sitting in a
file - while commercial fill continues to be
dumped in Scugog Township.
The bill, which Mr. O’Toole hopes to
table once the legislature reconvenes in
late February, will put the province in
charge of issuing permits and monitoring
and enforcing regulations for commercial
fill operations conducted within the
Greenbelt and Oak Ridges Moraine.
“They cannot build anymore in
Uxbridge or Scugog because it's on the
moraine,” Mr. O'Toole said. “And yet, the
municipality is responsible for maintaining it, while the province builds trails
through it and people throw coffee cups
and other garbage around.”
Currently, municipalities grant site-alteration permits which allow commercial fill,
but the province is responsible for stepping in when fill is deemed contaminated.
At the site on Lakeridge Road, the excavation company has been served with
injunctions from both the municipality
and the province. But Earthworx has
declared the site an aerodrome, which
puts it under the jurisdiction of federal
law. Mr. O'Toole sees this overlap of government responsibility as further compounding the problem and delaying a resolution.
While Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
opposes any commercial fill coming into
Uxbridge Township, former mayor Bob
Shepherd takes a different approach to the
fill issue.
“I'm an environmentalist, but I'm also a
practical, pragmatic person,” he said.
“There's enormous pressure to find places
for this excavated material going out of
GTA. There's big pressure and big money
in it, which always distorts the picture.”
Especially now, with large-scale projects
such as the Highway 407 extension and
Transit City in the works, areas of aggregate industry seem like the perfect fit there is a surplus of excavated soil coming
out of Toronto, and the townships to the
north have the pits to store it in.
“The power should be developed by the
provincial government, but given to the
municipalities. Because we are the ones
that are affected. The potential for contamination is real,” Mr. Shepherd said.
“There's a huge demand to find a place to
put this material. So if we don't get a hold
of it and regulate and control it, then
we're going to be victims anyway, because
there's just going to be midnight dumping.”
Meanwhile, commercial fill sits on top of
more than 70,000 tires on the Ed Beach

farm on Uxbridge’s Second Concession.
The fill permit was granted by the
Ministry of Environment in 1999, to
bury the tires that had accumulated from
the 50's into the 70's, in an effort to prevent a tire fire similar to that in
Hagersville.
Local activist and environmentalist Anne
Holmes worries about toxins leeching
from the tires buried underground, or
worse, tires spontaneously combusting
underground.
“Here we are with 70,000 tires buried in
the recharge/discharge area on the
moraine, sitting on top of two aquifers,”
Ms. Holmes said. “There is the town of
Uxbridge municipal water system and
there's the township's, which is raw drinking water from the aquifer. The source
water protection committees are only
concentrating on municipal water systems. They're not concentrating on protecting the aquifer for those on the private
well systems.”
Source protection committees have
mapped areas vulnerable to the municipal
water supply. But both the Ed Beach farm
and the site on Lakeridge road fall outside
the source water protection area and are
considered to have no impact on the
municipal drinking water supply.
Lynn Dollin is a councillor in Innisfil,
and chair of the South Georgian Bay Lake
Simcoe source water protection committee.
“The Source Water Protection Plan is
like a horse with blinders on: it seeks only
to protect municipal drinking water,” Ms.
Dollin said.
While a steady stream of trucks continues to convoy up Lakeridge Road, fill
dumping has stopped at the Ed Beach
farm. A representative from The Lake
Simcoe Conservation Authority states
they are currently in talks with the land
owner.
Mr. O'Toole will present his private
member’s bill when daily sessions of the
legislation resume in February. Until
then, fill continues to be both a local and
provincial issue, with conservation
authorities and source water protection
committees sharing a role as well.
“The Beach property was a dump at one
time,” Mr. O'Toole said. “The municipality has been in this for years. And nobody
wants to stick their hand up because at
the end of the day, who pays to clean it
up?”
Despite numerous attempts by the
Cosmos, we were unable to reach Mr. Ed
Beach for comment prior to publication.
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PATTERSON’S FLOORING

HARDWOOD
&
LAMINATE
SALE
• TORLYS LAMINATE
Reg. $249

Now

- 3 Colours

$199 Sq.

• MANNINGTON LAMINATE
Reg. $479 Now
• HARDWOOD
Ash Now

$299

Ft.

- 3 Colours

Sq. Ft.

3/4 x 3 1/4

$4

89

Sq. Ft.

• HANDSCRAPED HICKORY 5” Wide
Reg. $789 Now

$599 Sq.

Ft.

MANY CARPETS ON SALE!
SEE OUR ADURA TILES YOU CAN HAVE
THAT STONE LOOK
FOR LESS THAN YOU THINK!
CLIP & SAVE

PATTERSON’S
FLOORING
(SINCE 1984)

185 Main Street North Unit B Uxbridge

Phone 905-862-0001 Fax 905 862-0031
1-888-862-2001
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca
HOURS-:WED
Monday-Friday
9am-6pm,
Saturday
9am-4pm
MON
9-6PM, THUR
- FRI 9-7PM,
SAT
9-4PM
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Coming Up
This Weekend...
Thurs., Jan. 27, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Celebrate Family Literacy Day at the
Uxbridge Public Library! Drop in and enjoy a
variety of games with your family members ~
and Bellybutton the Clown ~ and improve
your literacy and numeracy skills while you
are at it! Plus, there will be a chance to win
a door prize along with complimentary
refreshments and treats.All ages welcome.
Fri., Jan. 28 PD DAY FREE Curling!
2:00-4:00pm, Uxbridge Curling Club.
Hosted by Uxbridge Curling Club volunteers.
Little rocks make it easy for you and your
child to learn to curl. Register in advance to
ensure you will have a spot. Call 905-8527831.
Fri., Jan. 28, 9:30 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting 2 hr., 10+ km,
moderate to fast pace loop hike or snowshoe
on the Glen Major Brock Track. There are
some hills. Meet at the parking area on the
east side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Fri., Jan. 28 Uxbridge Networking
Group Luncheon - Motivating our youth &

adults. 1:30pm, Tin Mill Restaurant. $20 covers lunch. Speaker Monique Howat on strategies to build confidence and motivation in
youth and adults.
Sat., Jan. 29, 7:00 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a hike
or snowshoe on the Al Shaw side Trail. This
is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike.
There are some hills. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905830-2862.
Sat., Jan. 29 WINTERFEST! 10 am to 3
pm, Windreach Farm. Enjoy a winter wagon
ride, feed the farm animals, crafts for kids
and more. Bring your toboggan and skates
and play in the snow…then warm yourself at
the outdoor fire. Donation of $10 per car,
proceeds to the farm. 312 Townline Road,
Ashburn.
Sat., Jan. 29 A Community of
Character - A Community with a
Global View
Workshop on getting
involved in the world. See page 12 for full
details.
Next Week...

Sat., Feb. 5, 7:00 a.m. The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr. 4.5 km
moderate pace hike or snowshoe. Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.
Sat., Feb. 5 Pond Hockey Hosted by the
Uxbridge Youth Hockey Association. 2pm –
4pm, Elgin Pond. Hockey as it was meant to
be played - outside on the ice. Join us for a
fun afternoon, even if you have never played
(or skated) before.
Sun., Feb. 6 Music Fest @ 10-11 a.m. at
Reachview Village. You never know who will
show up and what the entertainment will be.
A wonderful venue for children to perform!
All ages most welcome. For more info please
contact Jo at 905-852-6487.

New (Semester) Resolutions
It’s tradition in Western culture to take a
moment at the end of every year, or the beginning of new ones, and consider what your goals
are for the year to come. You take a second,
inhale deeply, and lay down some guidelines
you’ll follow (in theory) for the next 365 days.
Well, with only one semester left of our time at
Uxbridge Secondary School, we thought we’d
take a moment and list some New Semester
Resolutions. Take these however you’d like, as
advice from world-weary seniors to bright-eyed
grade nines, or as further evidence towards our

Day, we will be partying once again with
authentic Cajun music from Toronto's
favourite Louisiana-style dance band,
Swamperella! Tickets $ 25 from Blue
Heron Books.

Thurs., Feb. 10 USS Science TALKS
Uxbridge Secondary School. 3:00 pm to
4:30 pm. FREE. Invitation to students grade 6
to 12, parents, staff and any community
members wanting to attend. Three senior
(grade 12 students) will begin: Jeffrey Highet
and Spencer Richards on "Nanotechnology";
Elena Routledge on "Rocket Propulsion". The
feature presentation will be by: Dr. Richard
Epp from The Perimeter Institute for
Theoretical Physics (Waterloo, ON):
Alice and Bob in Wonderland: Are you
ready to question reality?

Ongoing....

Upcoming...

Sat., Feb. 12, 7:00 a.m.
The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a hike
on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5 hr.
4.5 km moderate pace loop hike or snowshoe. There are some hills. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905830-2862.

Wed., Feb. 9 The Uxbridge Soccer
Club will be holding registration for summer

Sat. Feb. 12, 8 PM - Greenbank Folk
Music Society concert: For Valentine's

Sun., Feb. 6 A small act Film about random acts of kindness, 1:30 p.m., Mount
Albert United Church. More in next week’s
paper.

insanity. But here are
some pointers for
starting the new
semester fresh.
#1 Organize - A
new semester is like a fresh slate on your academic world. Marks from last semester are in,
and there’s nothing much you can do to change
them now. With exams behind you, clean out
your binders from the last five months, wipe
off that desk, and get organized. Even if you
don’t think you’ll keep it up for a full semester,
keeping yourself organized is always a good
idea, and it starts the semester off on the right
track.
#2 Plan Ahead - As cheesy as the last one,
maybe, but planning ahead for the semester is
always a good idea. Think about what you’ll
have coming up, and try to get work done
ahead of time, that way you don’t wind up
spending hours and hours some nights getting
caught up. If you’re anything like Sean, you’ve

Tiger Talk
by Sean Wetselaar and Sarah Rogers

soccer at the Uxbridge Arena Community
Centre on: Wed., Feb. 9 6:30-8:00 pm; Sat.,
Feb 12 9am-noon; Sat., Feb 26 11am-1pm,
Tues., March 1 7:00-9:00 pm. More information can be found at www.uxbridgesoccerclub.com At the same time, we will be holding our used soccer shoe sale from which all
proceeds will be donated to the JumpStart
Program.

probably spent the last week or so freaking out
about last-minute ISUs, and projects that never
got done over the semester. Avoid those situations by keeping up with the workload. The
more you can get everything in on time, the
easier the semester will go for you.
#3 Balance - No, not literally (well that too).
Especially for grade twelves, balancing work,
school, extra-curriculars, homework, friends,
family, college applications, etc, can be difficult. Learning to balance priorities is important
in these last few months. Yes, you have to work
tonight and need the money for college, but
homework is more important because without
the grades, you won't be going to college anyways! Taking breaks for friends/family time is
also major to keep life not so stressful.
Beginning a new semester is definitely a fresh
start, and hopefully the grade twelves going to
school next year will take note of our pointers
so they can keep their plans on track. Although
organizing, planning ahead, and balancing life
may seem easy, it will be
difficult keeping life perfect but trying your best is
all you need because eventually, the effort will pay
off. Good luck seniors!

KINDERGARTEN
OPEN HOUSE/
REGISTRATION
JUNIOR & SENIOR
KINDERGARTEN
up to Grade 8

REGISTER NOW for the 2011-2012 School Year
Full day, every day
kindergarten option

Tuesday, February 15, 2011
Open House 9 a.m. - Noon & 6:30-8:00 p.m.
School Tour • Meet the Staff • Refreshments
Special Event at 11:15 a.m.

14480 Old Simcoe Road, Prince Albert 905-985-3741

Feb. 13-26 Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat From Ryleepuss
Productions. See page 2 for more details.

Indoor Farmer’s Market Sundays, 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Uxbridge Seniors Centre, 75
Marietta St.
Shuffleboard for Seniors Until Apr. 27,
Mon. & Wed. 9 a.m. Ux. Seniors Centre. All
welcome.
Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours Monday
to Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 - 5pm.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
winter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.

Uxbridge farmer Robert Cox (right, with daughter Katie)
was presented with an Environmental Stewardship Award
at a recent Council meeting by Watershed Advisory
Committee Tom Fowle, in recognition of his environmentally conscious farming practices.
Photo courtesy of Tom Fowle.
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Bruins take third consecutive division title
by Roger Varley
For the third season in a row, the
Uxbridge Bruins have won the
OHA Jr. C Central Division title.
The title came from a combination of a Bruins 5-2 win against
the Georgina Ice on Friday and a
Port Perry MoJacks loss to
Lakefield Chiefs on Sunday. With
51 points for the Bruins at that
point, the second-place MoJacks
have run out of games to catch
them, no matter what the results
for the remainder of the season.
In Friday's game at the arena, the
Bruins and the Ice traded goals in

the first period, with Georgina
striking first. Scott Van Allen
answered back for Uxbridge on
the power play, assisted by Evan
Haga and Derek Davis. The Ice
replied with a power-play goal of
their own, only to see Van Allen
score again, assisted by Steve
Posteraro.
Rene-Dave Pelchat scored the
only goal of the second period and what proved to be the gamewinner - assisted by Flavio
Fiorucci. Davis, assisted by Van
Allen, and Kurt Batty, assisted by
Posteraro, closed out the scoring
in the third.

It was a different story the following night in a return game in
Georgina. The Ice scored the only
goal of the first period while
killing a penalty, but the Bruins
tied it up in the second when
Callum Lynch, assisted by Van
Allen and Davis, put the puck in
the net.
The Ice, however, stormed back
in the third with four unanswered
goals, including a power-play
marker.
The Bruins return to home ice
tomorrow at 7:45 p.m. to face off
against the MoJacks.
With only three games remaining

for the Bruins in the regular season schedule - and a whole week
separating tomorrow's game from
their next - the Uxbridge squad
can use the time to fully recuperate from the illnesses and injuries
that plagued them over the holiday season, and prepare for the
playoffs. While there is still room
for movement among the Ice, the
Little Britain Merchants and the
Chiefs at the bottom of the division, it seems likely that the
Bruins will face either Little
Britain or Lakefield in their first
round of the playoffs. Although
the Bruins have had good records

against both teams this season,
past experience shows that the
Merchants and Chiefs can be dangerous when it comes to playoff
time.
Bruins notes: Davis' weekend performance - (not including
Tuesday's game) - gave him an
even firmer hold on the division's
scoring race and established him
as the Central's top play-maker
with 40 assists. With his 19 goals,
he now has 59 points. Van Allen,
who also had a good weekend,
remained in third place with 26
goals and 26 assists for 52 points.

Council to bring down two-year budget Monday
by Roger Varley
On Monday night, Uxbridge residents will find out whether they
will face a municipal property tax

hike in 2011 – and if so, how big.
Councillor Pat Molloy, chair of
the finance committee who headed the round of budget meetings
that were held during the past few

weeks, will present the 2011-2012
budget to Council at 7 p.m.
For the first time, Uxbridge
council has prepared a budget to
cover the next two years. Mr.
Molloy said the budget likely will
be revisited at the same time next
year but will not involve the
lengthy process that has ensued in
this and previous years.
“There are so many issues that
need time to plan that a two-year
budget makes sense,” he said.
He said council set out to trim
$2.6 million from the preliminary
budgets presented by the various
township departments. He
guessed that so far about $1.8
million has been trimmed, adding
that there is potential for the
remainder to be trimmed before
the budget is presented Monday.
If council can achieve the $2.6
million in cuts, he said, taxpayers
will see no increase this year in
their municipal tax.
Mr. Molloy acknowledged that
between $200,000 and $300,000
of the cuts made so far are actually deferments to later years.
The largest cuts came from the
public works budget, where several road projects were either cut or
deferred to the year 2012 or later.
That resulted in the department's
budget being reduced by over $1
million.
Among other noteworthy cuts
was the $36,000 to be saved by
closing the Zephyr library. Mayor
Gerri-Lynn O'Connor, addressing

Zephyr residents who attended
Monday night's council meeting,
said it had been a difficult decision and she knew how they felt
about seeing the library branch
closed.
“But we are doing what we were
elected to do: come in with a
budget that is acceptable to all,”
she said.
Mr. Molloy, whose Ward 2
includes Zephyr, said, however, he
hopes to revisit that particular
issue in light of the fact that the
budget for the Music Hall calls for
total expenditures of $133,000,
including depreciation.

But he faced opposition from
others. Councillor Pat Mikuse
noted that $93,000 of Music Hall
expenditures is for repairs to the
hall's foundations.
“The foundation has to be
done,” she said.
Mayor O'Connor concurred.
“We can't afford not to do that
work,” she said.
Chief Administrative Office
Ingrid Svelnis added that the
Music Hall board has been
“aggressive” in seeking additional
revenue.

FINDER'S KEEPERS
Quality used books, clothing, handbags and footwear

ONE WEEK ONLY

50 % off All HANDBAGS
See our new clearance area - all items $1-$2
HOURS: Tues - Sat 10 am- 5pm

24 Toronto St. North 905-862-3499

Interior Design Services
~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies
~Furniture and Finishes
~Kitchen and Washroom Design

Ashley Armstrong

416.671.3249 asharmstrong676@hotmail.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$20/week

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

Tight on
money?
Need repairs?

905-852-5313

Call
Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

F&R
We fix only what is needed, with
the lowest shop rate around.
WINDSHIELDS FROM $200!
F&R Exhaust and Auto Specialists
5272 Aurora Road, Ballantrae

905-640-1044

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors

SHOP LOCAL
SHOP GILLDERCROFT
WERE 100%
CANADIAN
9269
3rd Concession

Helping you be ready for life!
Best 5 year GIC rate

UPRIGHT

DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ϯ͘ϯϱй
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RRSP OR TFSA?
We can help you make the
right choice. Call today.

E VANS FINANCIAL SERVICE S
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,
(905) 852-3184 www.investsmart.ca

HANDCRAFTING
CUSTOM

PINE
FURNITURE
SINCE

1973

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:
• the birth
of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique,
personalized Keepsake Gift,
compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information,
contact Tamara McKenney
at 905-862-0796.

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

“ Don’t worry about
tomorrow. It will take
care of itself.”
- Matthew 6:34
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Classified
FOR SALE: Dining Room Table with 4 oversized chairs & 2 leafs 5.4" to 7.8".
Only used twice. 5ft 4" long without a leaf and 3ft 8" wide. With 1 leaf 6ft
6" and 3ft 8" wide. With 2nd leaf 7ft 8" and 3ft 8" wide. 905-649-7617.
MYRON'S MARK-BOOSTING TUTORING: Grade 9 and 10 Science and
Grade 11 and 12 Chemistry. Just in time for exams or the new semester coming up! 905-852-3999. CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE: Experienced,
flexible,reliable, reasonable rates, call 905-852-1790.
FREE TO GOOD HOME ONLY: Nice old gelding, would make a great
companion, well trained, very amicable,able to do light riding. 905-8525615
POTTERY LESSONS at Cynthia Cupples' Studio (Sandford area) starting in
Feb, wheel-throwing beginners to advanced.
Times to be determined. 905-852-5615.
EXPERIENCED CHILDCARE available in my home in Goodwood. Over 10
years experience with many local references. All ages accepted, from newborn to school age. Full days - $30, half days - $15, or before and after
school - $15. Pay only for days attended. Healthy home-made meals &
snacks included. Safe, clean play room, huge outdoor play area. Trained in
CPR and First Aid. Tax receipts provided. Joanne - (905) 642-5689.
FOR SALE: Elliptical Fitness Cross Trainer EFX 5.21 SI. State of the art. Orig
$4000. Selling for $2000. 905-852-9755.
FOR SALE: Beautiful wooden crib with mattress and dinosaur sheetset,
comforter, padding, and curtains. Orig $600. Best Offer. 905-852-9777.
HOME DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Full or part-time. Snacks and hot lunches
provided. Lots of room to play. Early arrival or late pick-up available. Call Lori
at 905-852-2349.
FREE to loving home, a beautiful bunny. 905-852-4774.
FOR RENT: 1 Bedroom basement apartment. $800/ month all inclusive.
Large living area, TV and laundry. Close to downtown Uxbridge. Call 905852-6663.
FOR SALE: 2 Arctic Cat Pantera Snowmobiles, (1979) Low mileage, good
condition, trailer included. 905-640-1836.
MUSIC LESSONS: Guitar, bass and drum lessons available. 3+ years teaching, 10+ years playing. Your home, in studio or my home. Call Steve 905 852
7398 for more information.
ROOM TO RENT in luxury condo. 575 per month (inclusive) with use of
washer/dryer, dishwasher TV and own bath. Working female would prefer
same. Call cell during evening/weekends 416-885-0125 or e-mail either
debbie8856@yahoo.ca or dgarrity@firstleaside.com
FOR SALE: Makeup table with the top that opens up with the mirror for
$100 firm, side board $200 firm, small desk for $75 firm. 905-862-2429 if
no answer leave a message.
CARS WANTED ON CONSIGNMENT: Will sell your car fast. If needed
will fix and Certify, E-Test. 416-705-9993.
FOR SALE: Pool Table, $350. 416-705-9993.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge 2 Bedroom apartment. $850 p/mo. Recently renovated with laminate floors. Big bright picture window overlooks park. Storage
and parking. Hydro is extra. Kim 905-852-4540.
LOCAL HANDYMAN,/ CONTRACTOR experienced in all trades, basements,additions, kitchens,bathrooms etc.ref. avail., call Doug at 905-7063816.
HOUSECLEANING: Available weekly or bi-weekly. 27 years experience
working in the Uxbridge area. Dependable, hard - working and honest.
Excellent references available upon request. Reasonable rates. 705 -333 3871.
FREE PICK UP OF YOUR SCRAP STEEL & APPLIANCES WORKING
OR NOT: Fridges, Stoves, Washers, Dryers, and Freezers. Also scrap metal,
lawnmowers, hot water tanks, boat motors,car parts, batteries, wire, copper
and aluminum. Call cell phone # 905-960-5480.
SHARED ACCOMMODATION: Large furnished bedroom for single person. shared accommodation in Uxbridge includes phone,satellite T.V. internet
option.,parking, access to kitchen,laundry and bathroom. Share whole House
$495.00 monthly 905-852-4454 email: Iirenepicovpeters@yahoo.ca
UXBRIDGE HOUSE FOR RENT: Must be seen. Very Clean detached home.
4 bedrooms, walkout to deck from kitchen, private drive, 1.5 car garage,
trees, patio and in ground pool. Family room includes stone fireplace with gas
insert. Close to schools, restaurants and shopping. 905 642 0030 for appointment.
WORK WANTED: Small drywall jobs and painting. 705-228-8759.
WANTED: Ride to Mount Albert, once weekly, 905-852-4703.
FOR SALE: Saint Bernard puppies, $1000. Jack Russell puppies, $500. 905473-1249.
FOR SALE: 5000-bushel and 1100-bushel grain bins, full floor, fans,
augers. $5000 for both. 905-473-1249.
FOR SALE: Firewood, seasoned maple hardwood, $100 per face cord delivered. 905-640-5977.
FOR SALE: KAWAI Organ and bench. Apt size. $50. Call 905-985-8027 after
6pm.
WANTED: Full time, live-in caregiver for senior couple; $10.25 per hour for
40 hours/week. Must be able to work flexible hours and weekends. Related
experience an asset. Applicant to reside in private household in Uxbridge for
duration of employment. $85.25 per week for room and board will be
deducted from pay. Please email resume to uxbridgecaregiver@yahoo.ca.
WESTERN RIDING LESSONS on some of Canada's top Reining Horses.
Safe, quiet, been there-done that animals. Great for building confidence.
More info mstg21@hotmail.com or (905)642-5145 Randy or Monique.
PRIVATE SALE Student Rental House for sale in Peterborough, great location. Four bedrooms and a small apartment easily rented to Trent students.
On the Rotary trail and very close to 2 bus routes and downtown. Open House
on Saturday Jan 22 noon till 4pm. $219 000. 905 852 3972.
WANTED Wooden TV stand. Must be able to support a 46" TV. 905-8521899.
CHINCHILLA FOR GOOD HOME: Niko was rescued as a baby from a
local animal shelter. She in now two+ years old and is looking for a new
home. She comes complete with her cage, food, and all accessories. Serious
inquires may call to meet her. Brenda 705-228-1186.

GENTLE YOGA Wednesday afternoons from 1:15-2:15PM at NRG4Life, 85
Second Avenue. Give it a try! Everyone welcome. For info, 905-852-1099
or jillwatson3@gmail.com
PILOGA CLASSES Thursday evenings from 7-8PM at Goodwood
Community Centre. Friday mornings from 9:30-10:30AM at NRG4Life, 85
Second Avenue. Enjoy this unique and gentle class combining pilates and
yoga. Beginners welcome! Bring your yoga mat. For info, 905-852-1099
or jillwatson3@gmail.com
LIVE-IN NANNY AVAILABLE: Full-time (40-44hrs/wk); already has visa
to work in Canada. Over 2 yrs experience within Canada, looking to stay in
the Uxbridge area. Lori at (416) 201-2647 for further details.
BELLY DANCING CLASSES: Tues 10:15-11:15AM, Tues 8-9PM, Wed 89PM, Fri 5:30-6:30. Testa Professional building suite 100B 647-444-1828 or
e-mail fun.fab.fit@gamil.com. FREE CLASS TUES FEB 15 10:15-11:15AM & 89PM.
FOR SALE: 1995 Polaris 440 indy, 40th anniversary edition, 2900 orig.
miles, electric start, liquid cooled, reverse, studded, heated grips, rear hitch.
$1650, 705-228-8234.
FOR SALE: Sears pull out sofa bed. About 8 years old & rarely used. In new
condition, no signs of wear or stains. Light blue and white square pattern.
Comes with cushions as well. Paid $1200 sell for $150 firm. 905-852-7442.
FLORIDA RENTAL: Two bedroom villa in beautiful quiet Englewood.
Located in nature sanctuary with boat docks leading to the intercoastal. Two
kms to Englewood beach and close to shopping and restaurants. Sleeps 4, two
bathrooms, heated pool, wireless internet, all you need are clothes. Available
April. $2000/month. 905-852-2524 for details.
FULL TIME LIVE-IN CAREGIVER required for an elderly, mobile woman
in lovely Uxbridge accommodations. Please send your resume to: Box 66,
Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1M6.
FOR SALE TO A GOOD HOME: White male Shi-poo puppy (shi-tzu/poodle cross). One year old, needs to go to a new home very soon. Has all shots
and vaccinations up to date. Very affectionate, excellent with children and
has a good temperament. 905 852 5666, or 416 526 3241.
FOR SALE: Corner office/computer desk with large work station. Wood
grain, 2 drawers with filing cabinet and shelves. Easy to assemble. Can e-mail
picture on request. $150. 905-242-0908.
FOR SALE: Glider rocking chair and matching gliding foot rest, oak with
green cushions and padded arms. Used in nursery asking $75. 905 862
0648
FOR SALE: Large 3 seater sofa, green with oak, ball style feet. Solid wood
frame. $75, 905 862 0648.
FOR SALE: Sony stereo system STR - AVW1070 tuner, dual tape deck and
CD player) with speakers $50 905 862 0648.
FREE: Chest freezer (HotPoint) in good working condition. You pick up.
905-852-0158.
FOR SALE: Beautiful lady's kunzite and diamond ring. With written appraisal of $2400, asking $700. Perfect condition. Call 905-852-9222.
FOR SALE: Mustang Floater Jacket 2XL Red/Black/White $79. Hall Tree
w/lift up seat $150. Antique Wall Mirror - White $75. 905-852-4653.
AFTER SCHOOL CARE REQUIRED: I am looking for someone to pick up
my children from QVPS after school, bring them home and stay a couple
hours 3 days a week. High school student or retiree. Must be good with kids
and have references. Kathy at 416-628-1041 for more details.
WANTED: Plastic chair mat for use on carpet, Comfortable reading chair,
Juicer. Sean at 416-689-8980 (Uxbridge).
HELP WANTED: Uxbridge Retail Furniture Store looking for responsible
and mature Full time/Part time sales staff. Some evenings and weekends
required. Please mail resumes to: P.O. Box 640, Uxbridge, ON. L9P 1A0.
WANTED TO RENT: Apartment in the Uxbridge area. One or two bedroom,
in town or within 15 minutes. We have a very well behaved black lab dog who
would come with us. We both work full time, no kids. Dog will go to work with
me every day. Around $800/month. Ready to move in now! Contact Yvette
905-490-8064 (days) or Jeff 905-955-7690 (evenings).
FOR SALE: Portable fish finder (Eagle Ultra) with ice fishing adapter. Exc.
Cond. Asking $60. 905-852-9235.
FREE TO A GOOD HOME: Used stove and TV in working condition. Pick up
required. 905-852-5115.
FREE RIDING LESSONS! Springwood Stables is offering a "pay for three,
get one free" deal. We teach beginners right through to advanced on well
trained horses and ponies. 6 years and upward. We have spots for all levels
of riders available, including spots on our 2011 showing team. For more
information or to book your lessons please contact Dee 905-852-4000.
CLEAN SWEEP CLEANING: Residential/Commercial. Free estimates, references and bonded. "A clean environment says it all!" 905 960-0523/905
473-1907 or email tw-cleansweep@hotmail.com
HELP WANTED: Local private horse farm seeks barn help for Saturday
mornings. View details at www.horsejobs.ca JOB ID#645.
COMMERCIAL OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE FOR RENT on second floor in
Sunderland. Completely renovated with up to 960 sq ft available. Separate
entrance, will renovate to suit. Great exposure. Suitable for lawyer, real
estate, accountant etc? Includes private kitchen and bathroom. 705-3573238.
FOR SALE: Women’s black leather jacket, never worn. Size medium. $100
obo. 905-852-6835.
FOR SALE: 6 ft. sliding door, new condition, never installed. Also pool cover
new in package, 16’ x 32’. 905-852-7395.
WANTED: Dry firewood - got any stockpiled you’re just never goiung to
use? 905-852-7395.
FOR SALE: Stairmaster exercise machine. 1-705-357-2895.
FOR SALE: Farm machinery and truck health and safety welding books, c.
1978. 905-852-4703.
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL, GOOD OR NOT.
Appliances, air conditioners, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type
of wire, BBQ's, computers, plumbing fixtures, pianos, cars, trucks, boats,
trailors, tractors, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles
etc.etc.etc. NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL WE TAKE IT ALL! We also clean out

905852-4454
sheds, garages, barns, stores, factories. (905)952-9844 (24hrs) / (905)4731907.
YOUNG PROFESSIONAL looking for apartment to rent. Up to $900 a
month. 705-321-0085.
FOR RENT: Uxbridge 2 bdrm townhouse Feb 1. New paint and carpets.
$1025 plus utilities per month. 905-852-0172.
CELL PHONE FOUND on 31 Dec on Elgin Pond Rd. Please call 905-8523222 to give description and retrieve the phone.
DO SOMETHING SPECIAL WITH YOUR VALENTINE! Nature's
Accolade is offering couples massage. Learn the art of massage on your
partner. Each person will get a one hour massage, and a one hour lesson, on
how to please your partner. 905 825 7733. Gift Certificates are available.
UXBRIDGE HOUSE FOR RENT: Brand new Coral Creek home, 3 bedroom,
2 1/2 baths, Napoleon gas fireplace, all new stainless steel appliances, tastefully decorated, backs onto forest, walk to schools. A must see. 905-8620425.
FOR SALE: ProForm treadmill, 2.5 hp, power incline 10 km max speed, preset programs and counters. Folds up for storage. Owners manual and safety
key incl. $300. Recumbant bike $75. (905)649-0219.
FOR SALE: Kenmore 80 series dryer and 90 series washer both are heavy
duty super capacity. Can deliver $200. 905 852 7349.
FOR SALE: Antique 1950 RCA Victrola Radio-Phonograph. Model RCA Victor
9W95. Have manual and original bill of sale.
$100. 905 852 7349.
FOR SALE: Samsung 53" TV, model PCL5415R. Best offer 905 852 7349.
FOR SALE: 1973 Volkswagen convertible beetle. Saturn yellow, white top
and interior. 1600cc, 4 speed manual. Restored 6 years ago by Air Cooled
Classics. $16,000. 905. 852 7349.
FREE: Win tickets to Kidsfest, Baby & Kids Show and more, www.themomsquad.ca
WORKING MOTHER WITH CHILD looking to partner with 'same' to
jointly rent a home in Uxbridge area. Leave message 416 540 1799.
CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHER seeks interesting people to take photo's of.
Any other questions or comments can be sent to my email. faithphotography@live.ca
JUST IN TIME FOR VALENTINE'S: Brand new. Neon signs(figures). Two
hearts with an arrow through them $15. Also 4Ft Cupid with drawn bow and
arrow $25. 905 8521084.
HURRY BEFORE THE NEXT SNOWFALL: Electric snowblower (broom)
Lightweight,manoeuverable yet strong $25. 905 852 1084.
FOR SALE: Wheelbarrow steel tray & handles. Sturdy $25 905 852 1084.
FOR SALE: XBOX360, must sell, headset, cordless control, 5 games, $250
OBO. 905 852 5649.
GREENHOUSES FOR SALE: 18ftx200ft $1300. Won't last,
phone: 416-705-9993.
ROOM AVAILABLE TO RENT IMMEDIATELY. Large Room, woman preferred. Must See. (in Uxbridge). 905-852-9178.
BUNGALOW WANTED: Do you want to sell your home? Nice Uxbridge
couple, "empty nesters" looking for 2-3 bedroom bungalow, double garage,
fenced yard (for 2 nice Uxbridge dogs). Please call Cathy @ 416-989-6963.
LOVING HOME WANTED for shy, pure white mother cat, 1 yr old and
very playful daughter 7 mths old. Need to go together, adorable pair, to good
home. 905 852 1814.
FOR SALE: Universal Weight Lifting/Fitness Machine, professional grade,
great shape. Chrome w black padding. Very large - too big for house now!
4'x4'(w)x7'(h) square cube with 6 weight stacks (multiple people can
lift/exercise at the same time) Leg ext, leg curl, incline sit-up bench, bench
press, pec deck, lat pull down, seated row. 905 862 0684.
FOR SALE: L shaped desk, light brown melamine and dark green, keyboard
drawer only, $30. 905 852-4180 Lynda or Don.
LADIES, do you feel a cancer support group would be helpful to you? Please
join us for lunch, first Friday each month, 12 noon at Jersey’s. For info, call
Kathy Atn 905-852-7292.
A BETTER LIFE: PSW or home care available, six years experience, legal
reference check, first aid, CPR, certified, Debra 905-862-3890.
FULL TIME CLEANING PERSON required to clean offices and show room,
located at Hwy 47 & York/Durham town line. 8:00am to 5:00pm Monday to
Friday. Please call 905-640-1928.

CLASSIFIEDS
FREE FOR 3 WEEKS!
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.
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Stemp’s Stew
The world of technology has
changed our lives in a most dramatic fashion. Some would say for
the better, others would disagree
and argue that it has gone way too
far, often in a negative manner.
The art of conversation is heading
south as we watch young and old
constantly chatting on cell
phones, or texting each other,
often from just across the room.
Seems that few people can manage a minute of their lives without
walking around with a phone to
their ear.
I recently went into the gym and
was shocked to see a woman

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family
tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

One Stop
Shopping
www.deanwatsonchrysler.ca

• New • Used
• Service • Parts
Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313
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column by Harry Stemp

working out on a walking
machine at a speed of close to zero
while holding a cell phone to her
ear and talking away a mile a
minute about who knows what.
And on my morning walk it is not
uncommon to see a walker chatting away on a cell phone to who
knows who or about what.
But regardless of how you feel
about the new world of technology, one must agree that it has
opened a world of instant information that, in most cases, can
prove beneficial. This rang true to
me when I read about a pelican in
trouble on a beach at a Florida
resort being saved by a man some
2000 miles away in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, and all because of the
internet. That’s right, even though
it may seem hard to believe.
The front desk clerk at the
Windjammer Resort in Florida
received the call from a man in
Winnipeg and rather than wanting to make a reservation, ‘Joe’
told him that there was an injured
pelican on the beach and some
kids were kicking sand at it. The
clerk’s reaction was to have the
man repeat where he was calling
from, which prompted the explanation that the “Pelican Man” as
he came to be called, was watching the scene unfold live from his
computer on the Windjammer’s
new beach cam.
The clerk checked, and sure
enough there was the pelican in
distress being teased by a group of
young boys. He quickly moved
into action, rushed to the beach,
and with the help of others in the
area chased the boys off. They

then proceeded to cut the pelican
free from the fish net that it had
become entangled in and keep it
safe until Animal Rescue arrived
to take it to the shelter and nurse
it back to health.
“All this was possible because the
bird hero Joe the ‘Pelican Man’
was watching a live feed from our
beach camera,” said the clerk. “In
comparison to current events, it
does not sound like much of a
heroic act and it doesn’t mean
much to a lot of people, but it
meant everything to that pelican.”
Windjammer General Manager
John Boutin got to chat with the
Pelican Man when he called back
an hour later to see how everything turned out. “I was very
thankful to Joe for calling us. It
made us all feel good about being
a part of saving the pelican and I
offered Joe a very special rate to
come down and visit us and feel
the sand instead of just viewing
it.”
So I guess before we complain
about how the world of technology has changed our lives in a negative way we should use this
example of how it can, at times,
be a positive force. The camera
installed to attract vacationers
demonstrated the boundless value
of technology by saving the life of
a pelican because the camera was
being used by a caring Canadian
many miles away. The kind of a
good news story everyone likes to
h
e
a
r
.
-----------------------------And technology also allows everyone to stay in touch regardless of
how many miles they are apart.

This rang true for me this week
when, in Florida, I received two emails, one that brought wonderful
news and another that delivered a
sad message.
The positive message informed
me that my niece Bonnie Boyd
became a grandmother as daughter Cindy presented her with a
grandson, Noah John Leitch, who
made a grand entrance weighing
in at 7 lb. 11 oz. Needless to say
that Bonnie, in the Stemp family
our small bundle of dynamite, is
riding high on cloud nine. She
sure can’t be blamed for that.
The sadness that later crept over
me was receiving the news that
Maryann Ballinger had died at the
age of 56. Maryann came into this
world at the nursing home of
Alma Soper on Brock Street under
the watchful eye of Dr. Russ St.
John. A welcome daughter after
all boys born to the Ballinger family to that point.
Maryann was not dealt a strong
hand when it came to health but
she was fortunate to be born to
loving parents, Fred and Betty
Ballinger and loved and cherished
by four caring brothers, (the late)
Fred, Bill, Jack and Ted.
Over the years, and right up to
her death, her family made sure
that Maryann enjoyed life to the

fullest.
Nothing
was
too
much trouble when it
came
to
caring for Maryann. My thoughts,
and I am sure those of the community who know the Ballingers,
are with the family in this time of
sorrow.

GOING

GREEN
AT 410 AUTO

Specializing in

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian
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138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca
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ow well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly
identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Kiss Me Kate. Last week’s viewpoint
(below) is the sign of The Passionate Cook’s Essentials
beneath the Tin Mill; it was guessed by Wendy Tims of
Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer for the upper photo next
week. Photos by Conrad Boyce and Renee Leahy.

Limousine Service

bolsterlimo@rogers.com

705-513-1222
Travel in Luxury!
Weddings, Special Events, So Much More!

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
TRY OUR STORE-MADE NITRITE-FREE ALL-BEEF BOLOGNA
ON SALE THIS WEEK, ONLY 49 CENTS PER 100 GRAMS!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge
7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

Fri., Jan. 28
BRUINS vs.
Port Perry

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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