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WAVE THAT FLAG! - 8 year old Lauren Ritchie shows off her national pride at the Canada Day Festivities in Elgin Park on Monday night. The Park was packed with families who came to see the fireworks and celebrate Canada's 146th Birthday!
Photo by John Cavers.
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The Uxbridge Cosmos
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge L9P 1T1
Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

Monday, July 15th
SPECIAL COUNCIL

The Township of Uxbridge is seeking an
energetic person to fulfill the permanent
fulltime position of Truck Driver. This
position will be performed full time in the
Works Department.
The following requirements must be met
before the applicant will be considered
for the position.
• Valid DZ driver's license
• Driver's abstract less than three (3)
months old must be submitted with
resume
• Grade 12 OSSD graduation diploma
• The successful candidate will be
required to have a medical examination
with a doctor of the Township's choice
• The successful candidate must provide
a criminal records check
The applicant should have experience
in plowing snow and sanding using tandem trucks. A post secondary school
graduation diploma, heavy equipment
operation experience and an AZ licence
would be an asset.
Applications will be received until
Wednesday, July 17, 2013 by Ben
Kester, Director of Public Works &
Operations

9:30 a.m.

PUBLIC MEETING - ZBA 2013-07
Air Force Mavericks Extreme
Cheerleading
7:15 p.m.
Wednesday, July 17th
Committee of Adjustment

7:00 p.m.

FREE ADVERTISING FOR
FALL AND WINTER EVENTS!
Calling all Special Events for the Fall
and Winter 2013 - 2014. Please register on the Township website
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
and click on “SUBMIT AN EVENT”.
To be included in the Fall and Winter
Community Guide your Event must be
submitted before July 7th!
Frequent free advertising opportunities
may arise but you must be registered with
the Township of Uxbridge Community
Calendar to be eligible

THE TOWNSHIP
OF UXBRIDGE
TENDER U13-30
TREE REMOVAL
Tenders are invited for the supply of all
labour, equipment and material necessary
to perform tree removal for specified roadside trees.
Tender forms may be picked up at the
Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office at
51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario during business hours 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
Tender closing: Tuesday, July 9, 2013 at
2:00 p.m. local time.

NOW CONDUCTS
CIVIL WEDDING
CEREMONIES.
If you would like to use these
services, please contact the
Clerk's Department, by visiting 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge or by calling
905-852-9181.

BE

PART OF

PEARLS & LACE CRAFT SHOW
November 2, 2013
Goodwood Community Centre

NATIONAL GIRLS NIGHT
October 11, 2013
Goodwood Community Centre
Need Young ladies to assist with
ideas for the evening.
For information on any of the above
events, contact Bev Northeast at 905640-3966, bnortheast@powergate.ca

UXBRIDGE'S HISTORY

AND HELP US RE-NAME

REGISTRATION FAIR September 11, 2013
Uxbridge Arena and Community Centre
Registration under one roof for all
sports, organizations!

THE

KENNEDY HOUSE PROPERTY.
VOTE

TODAY AT

WWW.TOWN.UXBRIDGE.ON.CA

OR VISIT UXPOOL,
1 PARKSIDE DRIVE, UXBRIDGE AND
FILL OUT A BALLOT.
CONTEST WILL RUN
JUNE 25TH - JULY 31ST.
•
•
•
•
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The Corporation of

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Employment Opportunity
Public Works Department

Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for July

T h u r s d a y, J u l y 4 t h

UXBRIDGE ACTIVITY PARK
THE FIELDS OF UXBRIDGE
UXBRIDGE COMMONS
UXBRIDGE ATHLETIC AND RECREATION
COMMONS (OR SHORT FORM “THE
ARC)

Uxpool / Summer Camps .905-852-7831
Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce . .905-852-7683
. . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24
HOLIDAYS are coming…DAILY classes
and fun events will be offered EVERY day
during July and August for a nominal
cost, as in PREVIOUS years. GRADE for
ALL PROGRAMS is as ENTERING in
SEPTEMBER 2013. For more info. call
Pam or Taylor at the library.
Payment for ALL classes, in person, by cash
or cheque, at time of pre-registration.
SPACES LIMITED so SIGN-UP now !
WEEK 2:
~Mon. July 8, Grds. 3-6, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
'MACHINES IN MOTION' Find out what
really makes things 'tick', including our very
own 126 year old clock! Cost: $4.00/child
~Tue. July 9, Grds.Jk-Sk, 2 - 3:00 p.m.
'SPARKLE AND GOO' Fun filled time to
include a nifty take-home craft!
Cost: $3.50/child
~Wed. July 10, Grds. 2-7, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
GO! … TD SUMMER READING CLUB.
FREE. Still lots of time to join and receive
your passport, by SIGNING UP from now,
until July 23. 'GO' club meetings are planned
every Wed., to share experiences of places
close to home, and those far away. Come if
you can on meeting days, but more
importantly, keep on reading, from suggestions in the booklet received, when you register. Read to find out something new, but
also enjoy reading for pleasure, at your own
comfortable pace and reading level!
Hence, literacy skills are maintained during
the holidays, with lots of fun along the way!
This week the topic is 'Angry Birds
Medieval Style' Become a knight for a day
and build a catapult! CNIB reading club kits
available also in alternate formats.
~Thur. July 11, Grds. 1-2, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
'GIVE ME A RING' Talk, talk, talk and find
out about this long ago invention. Also make
one of your own! Cost: $4.00/child
~Thur. July 11, Grds. 6-8; 6:30-8:30 p.m.
MOVIE NIGHT. Cost: $2.00 Second of our
SE@TL (Senior Elementary @ the library)
programs for young adults. Popcorn & bottled water $1.00 each.
TEEN SUMMER READING: A great time to
catch up on favourite authors and try new
ones! See blog posts from previous
years, check out our website:
http://uxlib.com/teenreading or call
Corrinne at 905-852-9747.
HAVING A BLAST: While laughing and
playing games, comedian Jacquie
Hermans will help kids let go of those

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

fears that hold them back, get past worrying about what others think, and learn
the steps to take for dealing with whatever life throws them. This series of
improv classes is planned for Grds. 4-9,
and offered for TWO SESSIONS:
JULY 8-12; 10:00 a.m.-noon and
AUGUST 12-16; 10:00 a.m.-noon.
Cost: $110.00/session or drop-in for
$25.00/day. REGISTER at the
UXBRIDGE YOUTH CENTRE, 905862-3456 or www.lightnup.ca
for more about Jacquie's programs.
SUMMER DAY CAMP:
July 15-19, 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.,
Grds. 1-4. Camp includes creative
activities, crafts, teamwork skills, laptop
training , games galore, and a swim at
Uxpool. Students bring along their own
lunch and snacks. A great full week
camp experience! Cost: $100.00/child,
with early pick-up at 8:00 a.m, and later
pick-up at 5:00 p.m available.
(2nd camp Aug. 19-23 on different
theme)
BABYSITTING COURSE:
Grds. 6 and up, as of Sept. 2013
Wed. Aug. 7 & Thur. Aug.8; 9:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. Cost: $75.00
This Red Cross program includes first
aid, some C.P.R., care and responsibility, along with having fun while looking
after young children in other homes,
and/or just for kids ready to be home on
their own! Guide book, wallet card and
snack included. Must attend both
classes for certification. SIGN-UP now
at the library if interested, as class will
run only if numbers attending are sufficient.

TUESDAYS
ARE SENIORS
DAYS!
at participating BIA businesses
(look for the orange KEEP CALM sign
in the window)

www.uxbridgebia.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375
HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon Ux. BIA
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905- 905-852-9181
ext. 406
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.
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Am I Wrong?
My Heaven is right here
My Canada Day weekend was
spent almost entirely in
Uxbridge, and comprised a number of what might seem to many
as incredibly mundane activities.
But they put a smile on my face
and contentment in my heart.
I spent some time at the skate
park watching youngsters - and
one dad - practicing their tricks
on skateboards and scooters while
enjoying fun, fresh air and exercise.
I wandered over to the arena to
look at the progress being made
on the Bonner Boys' splash pad,
where several cartoon-like animals have made their appearance:
a moose, a couple of bears and
assorted other creatures.
I spent some time chatting with
family and friends at a yard sale.
I sat outside the Tin Cup on
Brock Street, savouring a cup of

LAUREN REID

Her innovative design for improving wind
turbine blades got the experts talking. The
whole idea of using wind turbines to generate electricity for general use is controversial, but it's a good bet that Lauren
Reid's ideas will help those interested in
this type of renewable energy. For someone
still in high school, this is pretty amazing.
However, the fact that she has award-winning ideas in another area of science is even
more noteworthy.
Lauren recently returned from the 2013
Canada Wide Science Fair (CWSF). Held
in Lethbridge, Alberta, it brought together
the top 400 science fair projects from
across Canada created by students in
grades 7 to 12. The participants were

Please join the family of

MARGARET K. BARTON
for her
95th Birthday Celebration
Sunday, July 14, 2013
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Butternut Manor
3 Norm Goodspeed Dr.
Best Wishes Only

peace of mind? I love vanilla ice
cream, but I would become bored
with it quite quickly if I had it all
the time.
Just like most folks, I grumble
and complain when things are
not going as I would like, but I
realize they make me more aware
of the times when everything is
good. For example, last week I
went to Markham Stouffville
Hospital for a routine assessment.
I was feeling good. Two hours
later, I was hooked up to a cardio
machine, being zapped by electric
shock and spent the next 30
hours in the emergency department. Good times and bad times.
One without the other would be
unbearable.
My sweetheart told me on the
weekend that at times I become
extremely agitated when I go off
on one of my "rants", which regular readers of this column know
is quite often. But that agitation

is merely
a physical manifestation
of
the
passion I
feel about various subjects and
that passion starts the adrenalin
flowing and I feel alive. While I
realize that one can be passionate
about what one considers to be
positive subjects - (I'm passionate
in my love of Uxbridge) - that
doesn't mean one should ignore
the negatives and not be passionate in discussing them.
If Heaven is some unknowable
place where one spends eternity
devoted only to praising some
unknowable entity, I'll give it a
pass. It seems to me, as I've said
above, if that is what Heaven is,
with no negatives to reinforce the
positives, it would be an eternity
of utter boredom.
Tell me, am I wrong?

coffee while watching the passing parade, including the horsedrawn wagon and a ton of visitors
wandering the downtown area.
I briefly visited some friends in
Toronto
and returned
to
Uxbridge to attend my grand
nephew's third birthday party.
I closed the weekend with a visit
to more friends in Barton Farms
on Monday evening, and topped
it off by watching the fireworks
display from a spot on Albert
Street.
But while these things brought
me pleasure, there was also a
down side to the weekend. My
sweetheart was suffering severe
back pain, which put the kybosh
on our planned Sunday morning
breakfast at Scrambles, and prevented us from attending a party
in Sandford that we had looked
forward to. We also weren't able
to go to Elgin Park for the
Canada Day festivities.

So my contentment was bent a
little by my concern for my
sweetheart, and the smile on my
face was made a little crooked by
the inconvenience her back pain
caused.
However, although I would
have preferred my sweetheart was
not in pain, I considered the
weekend on the whole to be
another wonderful time spent in
the most marvellous community
I have ever called home.
And if I were to believe in
some place called Heaven, for me
it would be here, now, on this
planet we call Earth.
The fact that contentment, joy
and peace of mind is often
bumped aside by small irritations,
minor inconveniences and even
major setbacks is, to me, what
makes life worth living. Without
those bumps in the road, how
could we fully appreciate the
times of joy, contentment and

selected at
o v e r
1 0 0
regional competitions. Lauren placed first
in the Durham Region Science Fair, qualifying to advance to the Canada Wide
event. She was in excellent company when
she went west in May.
Organized by Youth Science Canada, a
national charitable organization, the
CWSF brings together Canada's top
young scientists. It has several goals: to
help participants see how their achievements in science and technology compare
to those of their peers; to create a positive
scientific and social experience for all
involved; and to expose the other students
in the hosting community's area to the
best young science and technology minds
in the country. The CWSF is held in a different Canadian city each year.
This year, Lauren decided to look at
something new, in a completely different
area of science from wind turbines.
Reading about the discovery of graphene
in 2004, she was intrigued by this amazing
material. Only one atom thick, it's
stronger than steel, transparent, and a very
good conductor of electricity and heat.
Researchers are studying graphene's properties as a supercapacitor, a device to store
electrical charge. Practical applications of
this technology include hybrid automobiles, electric vehicles, all kinds of personal
electronic devices and aspects of space travel.

Lauren wanted to research other materials to partner with graphene to improve its
behaviour as a capacitor. Her proposal
required the use of a university research lab
and access to an electron scanning microscope (ESM).
“This year, like every other year, I wrote
to universities asking for an opportunity to
discuss my research plan with them and to
ask for time in their research lab. This year
I conducted my research at McMaster
University in Hamilton. I also used the
scanning electron microscopes (SEM's) at
the Canada Centre for Electron
Microscopy at McMaster University, and
the SEM's at UOIT.”
Research is an interesting business.
Sometimes the results are pretty much
what was anticipated. Occasionally, very
different results occur. It turned out that
Lauren's research provided some unexpected conclusions. One of the compounds she
designed to work with graphene actually turbine blades that I designed earlier were
It's possible that before she graduates
performed better all by itself.
very interesting and exciting for me. A from High School Lauren may have suc“The result of the research was unexpect- major company told me that they wished cessfully patented her ideas. It would be
ed to me and the university where I con- to study my design and I have left it with one more thing to put Uxbridge front-andducted my research. Both compounds that them.”
centre on the world map!
I designed performed well, but
one actually had 40% more
capacitance (energy stored) and
37% less resistance (meaning it
is more efficient). The surprise
was that my compound actually
excluded graphene and performed better. During the fair it Leaf and yard waste is collected every other week on regular garbage collection days from
was suggested to me by many of mid-June to Sept. 27. Residents should check their collection calendars, or go to
my judges that I apply for a www.durham.ca/waste (select Residential Waste Collection Calendar) to see their specific colpatent on the idea.”
lection days using the “search by address” online tool.
With an interesting tie back to
Leaf and yard waste material is collected seasonally each year. Seventy percent of the annuher work with wind turbines,
ally
collected leaf and yard waste tonnage occurs in the fall (October – November). During the
“there are several wind turbine
farms in the USA looking at summer months (June - September), leaf and yard waste collection is reduced to every other
using millions of supercapaci- week due to lower volumes of
tors to store the energy pro- material.
duced during the day which
would then feed the electricity NOTE: Weekly yard waste collection will resume the first week of October until November 29.
back during the night.”
Residents are advised to place yard waste in kraft paper bags, or clearly labelled rigid openElectronic devices and aircraft top reusable containers. Yard waste set out in plastic bags will not be collected. Securely tie
escape doors are other more brush in bundles (limit of three per collection), up to one metre (three feet) in length and 76
common devices which use centimetres (30 inches) in width, weighing no more than 20 kilograms (44 pounds). Brush and
supercapacitors.
tree trimmings must be 10 centimetres (four inches) or less in diameter.
Lauren's previous award-winning work with wind turbine
For more information on leaf and yard waste collection and other waste management problade design has not been forgrams and services, please visit www.durham.ca/waste, email waste@durham.ca, or call
gotten.
“The modifications to wind 905-579-5264 (toll-free 1-800-667-5671)

Tiger Talk
DO

2013

column by Roger Varley

= BRILLIANT SCIENTIST

by Nancy Melcher

T h u r s d a y, J u l y 4 t h

YOU WANT TO GET YOUR ROAR ON?
Join our team of Tiger Talkers and let Uxbridge know
what's going on at U.S.S.!
The Uxbridge Cosmos is looking for a bright, committed
student in grades 9 or 10 this fall who loves to write
and has a passion for meeting people.
If you think you're this tiger, send us some samples of
your writing, along with a brief
description of yourself. Contact information on pg. 4

CHANGES TO LEAF AND YARD
WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

The Uxbridge Cosmos
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our two cents
Be a proud Canadian every day - eh?
This paper will hit most mail boxes on July 4. Independence Day.
The birthday of the United States of America. Having just come
through Canada here, on July 1, it’s amusing to watch the festivities south of the border. Preparations for the Fourth of July come
third only to Hallowe’en and Christmas. Tri-coloured cupcakes,
tri-coloured table decorations - everything is red, white, and blue
- just look at any American magazine cover in the month preceding the Big Day for prooof that no other colour combination will
do on July 4, for anything.
Now, there aren’t as many Canadian lifestyle magazines gracing
the shelves, but those that do, don’t seem to espouse the red and
white as much as our southern counterparts do, plus the blue.
Why can we never seem to “get into it” like they do down there?
It is common knowledge that to travel with a Canadian flag sewn
to your rucksack is the thing to do, if you want to be treated well
and recognized in the world. It is well-known that Canadians are
more polite, more astute, more educated (we all know that we
don’t live in igloos and know someone’s cousin named John in
Toronto) and more respected, as a whole, around the globe. If
we’re such great guys, why aren’t we the world’s biggest superpower?
Of course, it is money that talks the loudest, and even though we
have the second largest land mass, we don’t have the most moolah.
So we have to sit back and watch what goes on in the south, and
constantly wonder if we are ever going to become “like them.”
It was a big fear, once, that Canada was going to become the
52nd state. It’s fairly safe to say that that is no longer an issue. But
toting guns, bad reality shows, and Krispy Kreme donuts - it may
be only a matter of time before the mentality that requires these
items becomes the norm here.
We wave our flags proudly on Canada Day, and have bang-up
fire works, and we keep sewing flags to our travel packs. But it’s
important to remember on a daily basis how incredible and fortunate it is to be able to live here. Being Canadian does set one apart,
but it doesn’t come naturally, with a birth certificate or a passport.
We need to ensure that our Canadian ways are upheld in each and
every one of us, so that the pride that comes from wearing red and
white permeates our every day life.
Eventually we may even show the world, especially the U.S. of
A., that, although we’re polite and we always say “eh,” we’re a force
to be reckoned with on any day of the year, not just on July 1st.

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.
Publisher/Editor
Sales Manager

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
Sara Finlay

905.852.1900
905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site: www.thecosmos.ca
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements. All material herein, including advertising design is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Letters to the Editor
It is hard to describe how random
acts of kindness can affect the giver
but I know that as a recipient this
week, it was wonderful.
Friday morning, while working in
the emergency room at Uxbridge
Cottage
Hospital, a lovely woman arrived
with a bounty of frozen drinks that
she just dropped off for the staff
and said "Thank You!"
We quickly replied "Thank You"
in return as she disappeared around
the corner with another tray that
she delivered upstairs to the medical floor staff.
I recognized this delivery woman
and many of you might recognize
her too but
not from giving her care. She has
been a "Citizen of The Year" in the
past, and as I have seen today she
not only has a penchant for volunteerism but also for generosity.
This random act of kindness confirms me in my job as well as lets
me realize that there are appreciative and kind people surrounding
us in our community. Uxbridge is a
town that is lovely not just for its
external beauty but also the internal
beauty that is carried within
its citizens.
Heather Wilson RN
Uxbridge
Having just received my monthly
Hydro Bill, at the same time as the
Sunshine List came out, I realize
now why my Hydro Bill is as much
as it is. Over 7800 Hydro employees made the list. This is “Hogs at
the Trough”, plain and simple.
What the people don’t know is
Ontario Hydro and its subsidiaries
are all part of a larger corporation
known as the Province of Ontario.
We have Ontario Hydro, Ontario
Power Generation, Ontario Power

Authority, and the Ontario Energy
Board. Probably a few more that I
haven’t heard of. All of this porkbarrelling comes at the expense of
us – the Tax Payers.
A few years ago, I bought into the
hype created by Ontario Hydro –
SAVE – SAVE – SAVE. I bought
an ENERGY STAR fridge and
stove and REDUCED POWER
BULBS – all to no avail. My bill
did not decrease but remained constant. Of course consumption was
down because of all of us buying
into this hype. So naturally, when
consumption drops, so does revenue. Nothing to it. Apply to the
ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD for
an increase in rates to overcome the
loss of revenue to keep profits
where they should be.
Any public corporation that can
afford to terminate (fire) a top executive and also give them a severance
package, suggesting they did a good
job, is ludicrous. How can you get
fired for not doing a good job and
still collect millions in severance
pay? Only in the public sector,
meaning government.
Back in October, I heard a commotion outside and found a technician from Ontario Hydro changing
my time of use meter. He said the
whole Conc. 2 of Uxbridge meters
were being changed, as the computer was unable to read them.
With the King of Severance
Packages available, surely this corporation can afford a computer that
doesn’t have to guesstimate bills.
Looking back, my bills had been
estimated for a period of five
months on these new time of use
meters. I then receive an estimated
bill up to the time of installation of
the new meter, and, lo and behold,
received an estimated bill for the
first month on the new meter.
Something is definitely wrong with

this system.
My September and October 2012
bills should have come sooner and
then I could have nominated them
for a Giller Prize for Fiction.
I realize hydro is a commodity that
can’t be warehoused or kept in
inventory. If there is too much
hydro in the system, cut back on
production. Do not cut your own
production (which to round it off,
you are selling for approximately 10
cents per KWH) and turn around
and buy from solar or wind farms at
70 cents per KWH to meet
increased demands; then again
when you have an excess, turn
around and “pay” another electrical
system to take. I know I am not
the sharpest pencil in the drawer,
but this does not make economic
sense to me.
Having worked in retail for many
years, I know having too much
inventory hurts the bottom line. I
do understand that this kind of
inventory cannot be warehoused, so
to lower inventory, cut your costs
and sell at a reduced rate. Don’t
pay someone to take it off your
hands.
Our bills previously read DELIVERY CHARGES twice – from the
generator to Ontario Hydro to the
consumer. Of course this is what is
known as double dipping, especially when Ontario Hydro owns
everything. Someone must have
complained, because we now only
have one delivery charge.
And, of course, the Debt
Retirement Charge. What’s this all
about?
I enjoy woodworking in my little
shop in my backyard, making toys
and small articles for a hobby. I
can’t afford to do this anymore,
since time of use. I have to have an
evening shift to take advantage of
cheap hydro.
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wandering the cosmos

the barris beat

column by Conrad Boyce

column by Ted Barris

The death of the adverb

Summer's music to my ears

“Frede and I walked back and forth over the bridge many times, sometimes in
silence, sometimes speaking lowly of the deepest thoughts in our hearts.”
“She died as peacefully and gently as a tired child might fall asleep.”
The above passages flowed sweetly from the pen of Uxbridge’s best-known writer, Lucy Maud Montgomery,
about a hundred years ago. Some might say that Maud’s writing was a little dense, that she packed way too
much descriptive prose into too little space. Others would say that was the beauty of it, that few authors had
her power in the use of the adjective and adverb.
The adverb, for those who may have forgotten the term, is any word that modifies a verb, an action. An
adjective, conversely, modifies a noun, an object. In the twenty-first century, far too many people whose business is the use of the English language, such as advertising copy-writers or television commentators, confuse
the two. The campaigns to “Drive Safe” or “Eat Healthy” are just the most blatant “mistakes” in this regard.
I invite you to watch any commercial channel for even a half hour, and you’ll come up with plenty of examples.
Just this past weekend, the CBS crew had the following exchange about a particular golfer’s day in the sun:
“He had excellent command of his irons today, didn’t you think?”
“Well, he shot good from tee to green, but his short game was a little off.”
Commentator A was correct in using the adjective “excellent” to modify the noun “command”. But his colleague used another adjective, “good”, to modify the verb “shot”. By all the rules, Commentator B should have
used the adverb “well” instead. If the commentator had been Englishman Nick Faldo instead of an American,
he probably would have.
How about an example from our own newspaper just last week? On page 11 of our Canada Day section,
one of our advertisers exhorts: “Say it loud! Say it proud! Say you’re Canadian!” Using proper grammar, the
ad should have read: “Say it loudly! Say it proudly!” The advertiser probably would have argued (and many
of you would probably have agreed) that the “correct” version just doesn’t have the punch of the original. In
the world of the “text” and the “tweet”, punchy is better.
The suffix “-ly” somehow weakens the phrase; in the earlier examples, would “Drive Safely” or “Eat
Healthily” have the same resonance as the phrases used?
There was a recent controversy in the press when an English professor suggested that rules of spelling weren’t
important any more, that as long as the meaning came across, the intent of communication was achieved.
The same professor would no doubt make a similar argument regarding the rules of grammar. Why do they
matter, as long as we get the point? Who cares if a word is a proper adjective or adverb, as long as it effectively drives the message home?
The adverb probably began its long and certain demise with the advent of popular song. “Swing low, sweet
chariot...” is possibly among the first lyrics to replace an adverb with an adjective, but thousands have followed in its wake.
Let’s look again at the two excerpts from Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Leaskdale journals. What if we replaced
the adverbs with adjectives? How would they impact the power of the prose?
“Frede and I walked back and forth over the bridge many times, sometimes in silence, sometimes speaking
low of the deepest thoughts in our hearts.”
“She died, peaceful and gentle, as a tired child might fall asleep.”
I leave it to you to judge.
As a final thought, I’m sure you’re aware of the little green line in Microsoft Word that draws your attention
to possible flaws in your work. Well, as I wrote this column, the Microsoft gods had concerns about “he shot
good”; the green line showed up there. But they had no worries about any of the other anti-adverbial phrases whatsoever. Not “drive safe”. Not “say it loud”. Not “swing low”. No worries at all.
Maybe that’s the strongest sign out there that the adverb is headed for the grammatical dust bin.
Rest peaceful.

I have lots of thoughts associated with this time of year. Most are memories of
the beginnings of summers past. The smell I most relate to this time of year is that of a high school locker; this
time, it had to be cleaned out right to the bottom. The sight I most associate with early summer is an open road.
It seemed with the first of July we drove to a cottage, a farm, maybe a campground. And the sound? Yes, mosquitoes, but mostly…
“Sittin' in the sun and listenin' to rock and roll,” sang Skip Prokup. “Sunny, sunny, sunny days…”
How could you listen to that song by Canadian rock band Lighthouse and not think of cut-offs, tie-dyes, sandals and (if you could convince the pub bartender you were of age) a pitcher of beer with all your pals now that
school was out? Or, if you had your driver's licence, summer meant heading to Lake Simcoe, Wasaga or
Algonquin in the car. Windows down, summer breeze rushing in and the radio full volume playing Blood Sweat
and Tears, Bob Dylan, Janice Joplin or The Doors.
On the other hand, having your driver's licence was - for me - an occupational hazard in the summertime.
Actually, I had two summertime occupational hazards: my driver's licence and my parents' trust to borrow a car
on Friday nights. And that meant, yes, freedom. But it also meant responsibility. Since I was the nonsinging/playing member of a rock band (“The Wizards,” I'm not kidding,) in the summertime when we got gigs
to play, I served as manager, equipment roadie, sound check technician, ticket-taker, and, yes, after we'd set
up the gear, I even drove around while the band warmed up, picking up friends to be in the audience.
“Ted's 24-hour Taxi Service,” my mother used to call me.
“Yes,” I told my mom. “And all the fame I could imagine. Ha. Ha.”
But that was the beauty of music in the summertime. Fame often came from just being where the music happened. Because I was also a budding journalist with an interest in covering showbiz, I managed to hang out by virtue of backstage interviews - with up-and-coming names in pop music in the 1960s and '70s. I never got
to Woodstock, but I attended folk, jazz, country and rock festivals that gave me access to some of the burgeoning performers of the era. I got lucky and landed an interview with The Guess Who, at a Varsity Stadium concert, when Cummings and Bachman really liked each other. I interviewed Kris Kristofferson over a bottle of
tequila upstairs in the green room (the rooftop) at the Riverboat in Yorkville. And when they were the top two
country fiddlers in the world, I interviewed John Hartford and Vassar Clements under a tree at a bluegrass festival in the Niagara Peninsula.
“Turn your radio on,” Hartford used to sing. And we did.
I guess the time I really took music to head and heart for the summer was the summer of 1969. I had just finished my first year at Ryerson in its radio and television arts course. I figured I was the next Alan “Moondog”
Freed, or at least disc jockey Al Boliska (remember “The World's Worst Jokes” on CHUM?), because that summer I happened to convince a station manager in Lindsay, Ontario, that I could spin records, read live commercials and the news and make it all sound seamless. It didn't matter that I worked from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. six
nights a week for about $100 a week. I was on the air. I had listeners. And I spun the music of summer.
“It's the All-Night Summer Dance Party,” I used to say to introduce the show (I had to, because that's what the
manager of CKLY insisted I call it). And I would play summer music right across the spectrum - from Frank
Sinatra's Strangers in the Night and Elvis Presley's Are You Lonesome Tonight? to Everybody's Somebody's Fool
by Connie Francis and, of course, Nat King Cole's Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of Summer. And in between I snuck
in a few LP cuts by the Beatles, Lovin' Spoonful, Frank Zappa and as many Motown 45s as I could sneak into
the studio.
Having my cake, did not mean I could eat it too. Because I did the all-night show, meant I had to sleep all day.
Sleeping until mid-afternoon and having to be back at the radio station bright-eyed and bushy-tailed each night,
meant I didn't get to the beach much. I couldn't drink much, if at all. And I had to leave summer evening parties just as they got rolling. Ah, the price of fame. But it was worth the sacrifice? There was a fan club, a mug
saved for me at the local watering hole in Lindsay. And occasionally somebody recognized my voice as the allnight music DJ.
Summer bliss.

The Uxbridge Cosmos
l i k e
lizards.
All this
b a d
press
must be
re-examined - it's time for a closer
look!
Turtles and snakes live here in
Uxbridge township. They are
ectotherms, or cold-blooded animals. This does not mean they are
evil, blood-thirsty, or deranged harbingers of doom. Instead, it means
the temperature of their body is
pretty much the same as their environment, unlike humans, mammals
and birds that are able to keep a
constant body temperature. But
there are lots of reasons to think
that reptiles are “cool”, besides the
temperature outside.
You can find two different turtles
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The Nature Nut
with Nancy Melcher
Revolting Reptiles?
Take a Closer Look
Franklin, the cute turtle in books by
Paulette Bourgeois, lives in
Uxbridge! You can look for him in a
local pond, along with his family,
and turtle friends. He's one of the
few reptiles to get a good rap in literature. More often, these scaly
creatures are considered 'the bad
guy': Eve ate the apple because of a
snake; knights in shining armour
save damsels and villages from firebreathing dragons; many extra-terrestrial villains have scaly bodies,
claws or regenerative abilities, just

HAIR VILLA SAYS GOOD-BYE!

Many thanks to Terri O’Halloran, who is
leaving Hair Villa after 22 years
to pursue new adventures.
“We’ll miss you, Terri!”
Love Paula, Melissa, Shannon, Ange and Sara
Coming soon to Hair Villa Moroccan Oil Body Line
Keep an eye on the sandwich board outside our shop for
weekly specials and promotions!

FEELING OLD? FEELING TIRED?
Are you feeling older than you should
for your age? Do you wake up stiff or
aching? Are you sore or tired at the
end of the day? Your spine or posture
may be the culprit.
Stress, work, injuries, sleeping positions, and the aging process take a toll
on all of us. Inevitably, this leads to
the progression of Forward Head
Posture and rounded shoulders illustrated below.
As you can see, as posture worsens, it
can double or even triple the effort
required to hold your head up. The
result can be sore shoulders, stiff neck,
headaches, tingling in the arms, back
pain, and fatigue. Others
may notice your stooped
shoulders or slumped posture, making you look older
than you are.
The good news is that you
don’t have to live with the
effects of poor posture.

There is a solution.
Every day I work with patients of all
ages to help them correct their posture. Effective treatment involves
realigning the vertebrae and enhancing motion using chiropractic procedures customized for you. Also, key
muscles may need to be lengthened or
strengthened.
Restore your posture and restore
your health and quality of life. You'll
look and feel a whole lot younger!
Call today and mention this article for
a no-charge consultation.
Dr. John Clark, Chiropractor
and Acupuncture Provider

290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

species in the Uxbridge area.
Franklin, the more common type, is
a painted turtle. Adults have
smooth dark top shells about the
size of a baseball cap. Their skin is
dark or olive green, with stripes of
red, orange and yellow on its neck,
legs and tail. The bottom shell is
light yellow and their feet are
webbed with sharp claws. These
turtles pull back into their shell
when threatened. Painted turtles eat
plants and animals, either alive or
dead.
The other kind of turtle you might
find is the snapping turtle. It cannot
pull back into its shell. Snapping
turtles are a lot more prehistoric
looking, and can grow bigger than a
dinner plate. Their long tails have
big bumps, a bit like a stegosaurus.
The top shell has a rough edge and
three ridges running from the front
to the back. It's often covered in
algae. The lower shell is very small
and its legs are rough and scaly.
Because they can't pull inside
their shell for safety, snapping turtles are dangerous. They have a
very strong, sharp, beak-like
mouth, and their only defense
from predators on land is to snap
repeatedly to scare them away.
Adult snappers are strong enough
to bite off a finger, or take out a
chunk of flesh. Their heads can
reach over half way back along
their shell so it's not a good idea to
pick up a snapping turtle. Lift it
with a shovel if you have to move
one.
Snapping turtles eat all sorts of
food: aquatic plants, water-bugs,
fish, frogs, small aquatic birds, and
carrion (rotting animals). Over
90% of what they eat is dead plant
and animal material, but your
Nature Nut has seen one catch
chipmunks and red squirrels.

T h u r s d a y, J u l y 4 t h
They're nature's garbage
men, keeping lakes, ponds
and wetlands clean. They
like to live in slow-moving
water that has a muddy or
sandy bottom and lots of
vegetation.
Because they move slowly,
turtles are at risk for collisions with automobiles.
The Kawartha Turtle
Trauma
Centre
(www.kawarthaturtle.org)
near Peterborough is a non-profit
organization that operates a hospital
for injured turtles. The website has
excellent tips and videos on what to
do if an injured turtle is encountered, along with links to other
places that take
turtles.
Snakes are also
extremely cool
animals. They
don't have any
legs, so to move
around they have
to wriggle their
bodies.
When
they grow, their
skin gets too
tight and they
have to shed it. It's like sliding out
of a sleeping bag. Very cool! Snakes
eat lots of yucky stuff too: slugs,
worms, grubs, insects, mice, spiders, fish and frogs.
You're most likely to see a garter
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snake, with it's yellow stripes and
black body up to one meter in
length, in grassy fields or open
forests, and near wetlands. They
also live in urban areas - your
Nature Nut saw a huge one last
week in a flower bed on Brock
Street! The other common snake in
this area is the milk snake. It's tan
coloured body has reddish blotchy
spots that are outlined in black.
They can also grow to a meter or
more. Milk snakes like to live in
open areas, forest edges, and near
rock piles or barns, where the find
lots of delicious mice.
Turtles and snakes like to sit quietly soaking up the sun, and they
move slowly enough for us to get a
good look at
them. Don't try
to pick them up they may bite if
they feel threatened. They eat a
lot of things we
don't like, such
as slugs, mice
and insects. Just
don't
expect
them to eat broccoli,
Brussels
sprouts or liver. They're way too
cool for that!
Do you have a question for the Nature
Nut? Send us an email, write a letter,
send a carrier pigeon - ask what a carrier pigeon is! Addresses on page 4.

Starring Uxbridge Actress

Jennifer Carroll as Maud
Experience the life of Lucy Maud Montgomery during her first 15 years in Ontario
(1911-26), when she became a devoted mother, a world famous author, and the loyal
wife of a Presbyterian minister. It was a time of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy,
brought to life through Montgomery's own powerful words.

Conceived and directed by Conrad Boyce

Counselling & Coaching
Grief, Loss & Transitions

Dr. Brenda Marshall
PhD, MEd, BSc
Certified Thanatolgist
Author
(905) 852-7776
brenda@solaciumgroup.ca
www.solaciumgroup.ca

“My wife and I have had the privilege of witnessing the play written by Conrad and
acted, or I should say inhabited, so superbly by Jennifer Carroll. Lucy Maud
Montgomery really came alive for all of us who watched the play.”
~ John Haines, Sunderland
"A moving, memorable show...how delightful to hear that Jennifer Carroll is coming
to repeat her terrific performance as Maud."
~ Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston, Editors, LMM's Selected Journals

Playing June 20 - August 25
Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday matinées at 3:00 pm
Special Group performances available
Tickets $25, Seniors & Students $20
Available at Blue Heron Books, Leaskdale
Country Store, Elemi Organics, through
our website at lucymaudmontgomery.ca
or at the door. Call 905-862-0808.
L.M.Montgomery is a trademark of the Heirs of L.M.Montgomery Inc.
and is used under licence of the LMMSO.
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Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau had heard tales
of adventure from the
region. An avid canoeist,
he paddled this river in
1972, and then ensured his government made the area a national park
to preserve its wild terrain and pristine beauty for generations to come.
Like Trudeau, we boarded our
chartered aircraft in Fort Simpson.
After an exciting float-plane ride

ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME
by Nancy Melcher
It's a well-known expression, 'Walk
before you run.' So what the heck
was I doing preparing for a canoe
trip down the Nahanni River? Sure,
I'd paddled in moving water before,
but that was decades ago on a meandering Algonquin Park creek. Now I
was headed to “one of the world's
great wild rivers...surging through
steep-walled canyons where the
voices of lost souls echo, meandering past steaming hot springs, leaping over Virginia Falls, twice the
height of Niagara”. This was no
walk: it was a marathon! What had
I gotten myself into?
Nahanni. Designated a UNESCO
World Heritage site in 1978, the
name conjures images of a dangerous landscape: sheer rock walls, continuous big rapids, rugged canyons
and fast-flowing tributaries, valleys
haunted with the headless corpses of
prospectors searching for gold, and
the infamous Hell's Gate. It's a far
cry from the shallow marshy sections of Otterslide Creek where one

may encounter a moose munching
contentedly on water plants.
The Nahanni is a legendary northern river and its descent is the ultimate goal of white-water paddlers
around the globe. And I was going
to “cut my teeth” on it, joining a
group of friends to celebrate a 50th
birthday - crazy!
As our preparations progressed,
I realised my equipment and
skills were woefully inadequate.
Dry-bags and barrels for gear, and
a whitewater paddling course
were immediate investments.
Our intrepid group met regularly to test recipes, organize supplies, and cross items off myriad
lists.
The final group activity before
departure was a shopping excursion. Dry goods for eight people
for twenty-one days fills two large
grocery carts. Dividing and packaging these provisions took an entire
evening!
Our next rendezvous would be the
airport in Yellowknife, en route to
Fort Simpson where the adventure
would really begin.

To our friends, neighbours, relatives and special guests Thank you for giving us something very special, your time.
Whether it was visits, flowers, gifts or kind words,
we treasure all these memories, and you.
To our children and grandchildren Thank you for our reception, and a great get-together at our
dinner. You are our greatest assets. We will always love you.
To Branch #170 The Royal Canadian Legion and the Ladies
Auxiliary, who are always there when needed, the dinner
was delicious. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
We will remember them, and you.

Bernard and Betty Aldred

and an arduous 900m portage, we
set off downstream. All the gear, our
meticulous planning, and every lesson learned on the whitewater
course was about to be tested.
The river has two distinct characters as it flows through Nahanni
National Park. Above Virginia Falls
it flows through a wide tree-lined
valley. This river is a rare example of
an antecedent river, meaning it
existed before the mountains were
formed. Eroding downwards
through the sedimentary rock at the
same speed the mountains were
uplifted, it has carved a route
through the ranges that winds in
graceful sweeping curves, meandering southeast towards the Liard and
MacKenzie Rivers. The falls marks
the transition from the wide valley
to narrow canyons.
Downstream from here to its
mouth the Nahanni rushes through
four rocky canyons rising over
1,000 metres from river to rim,
some deeper than the Grand
Canyon. This is where one false
move can spell disaster in rapids
that tumble relentlessly for kilometres at a time.
The first few days were a gentle
float through occasional riffles to

T h u r s d a y, J u l y 4 t h
Virginia Falls, although getting
flooded off our campsite in predawn hours by fast-rising water levels was not part of the plan. A big
storm upstream ran off from the
mountains, swelling the river, which
transformed in a few hours into a
dirty, churning maelstrom. The
river rose a meter-and-a-half
overnight and doubled in width to
submerge gravel bars (like the one
we camped on), erode its banks, and
wash away trees and
everything else in its
path.
Below the falls the
canyons compressed
the flow. The high
water made for easy
passage over riffles,
but the big rapids
were treacherous.
Our little canoes
were tossed like
toys. One second I
was paddling past
the crest of a wave,
the next I was suspended high above the surface.
Then the bow plunged down the
front of the wave into the trough
and I was engulfed in water. Again
and again we were bucked about by
the force of the water. Thank good-
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ness we used spray covers on the
canoes, or we'd have been swimming!
Days slipped into a pleasant, easy
routine. Breakfast, pack, paddle,
lunch, paddle, maybe a hike or
some fishing, paddle, set up camp,
try to dry clothes, supper, plans for
the next day, bedtime.
Our weather was great: a few
showers, some cloudy days, but
mostly sunny and dry. It was much
cooler in the canyons, so our fleece
layers, toques, and gloves were standard evening wear. We awakened
once to a snowy wonderland, marvelling at the beautiful white dusting, and glad that it happened on
the scheduled lay-over day so we
could sleep-in!
As with any excellent adventure, it
was over far too soon. We left the
mountains, canyons and rapids
behind, carried along downstream
into the wide MacKenzie River lowland basin. Bodies intact, gear dirty
but safe, we'd survived the rapids,
thrived on the scenery, and arrived
at a place where we could feel really
good about the marathon we'd
accomplished. In three quick weeks
we'd had the adventure of a lifetime,
and were already making plans for
the next wild ride.

This
Friday
at the
Foster
7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

JULY 4 -

BRUCE MACNEIL

Bruce, a local singer/songwriter, will perform in an acoustical
format. Bruce has been described as a gifted song crafter and
strong vocalist. A few musical friends will accompany his presentation of originals and contemporary favourites.

Lots of fresh
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!
Puppies for Sale
Purebred Maltese/Bichon
Ready to go home by July 16th,
male and female puppies. Maltese
and Bichon are both known to be
“hypo-allergenic” dogs and don't
shed. Also known to be good with
kids. Parents are home pets.
Call 416 727 3430
Portion of proceeds will be donated to
Holland Bloorview Childrens Hospital.

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
For more
information call
Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Buy fresh, buy local! Our 12th Season!
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Coming Up
THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., July 4
Strawberry
Social Dinner – hosted annually by
district Women’s Institutes – at
Scugog Community Centre on Reach
Road at 6:00 pm. Tickets available at
the door: adults $10.00, W.I. members $7.00, children 6 and under
free, ages 7 – 12 are $5.00. Gather
up family and friends and treat yourself to a meal out and entertainment
while supporting the W.I. 4H
Scholarship Fund.
Thurs., July 4 Cruise In Classic
auto show. Entertainment by the
Altona Road Gang. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.
Fri., July 5 Fridays at the Foster
Bruce MacNeill, Vocals/Guitar
7:30-8:30 p.m., Foster Memorial.
Admission by donation.
Sat, July 6, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace; Join us for breakfast
afterwards. No dogs please. Meet at
trail entrance, west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., July 6, 10:00 a.m. - 12:30
p.m. Uxbridge Historical Centre
The Printing Press Ages 8-12, $10
Sun., July 7 Rotary Concert
Series
Julien Kelland Singer/Songwriter
7 p.m.
Bandshell, Elgin Park. Admission
free, donations to Food Bank accepted.
Sun., July 7, 2:30 p.m. Zephyr
Zion
Cemetary,
Decoration
Service. In case of inclement weather
the service will be at the Zephyr
United Church.
Sun., July 7 Glen Major
Church: Summer Service 7 p.m.
Matthew MacEwan of Mount Albert
Free Methodist Church, guest speaker. 905-649-5158

NEXT WEEK
July 8 - 12 Goodwood Baptist
Church hosts Vacation Bible
School Mon -- Fri, 10 a.m.--12 noon,
for boys & girls 4--13 with Bible
Stories, games, crafts, singing &
snacks. Free, all welcome. 905-640-3111

July 8 - 12 Dramatic Arts Camp
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. each day, focuses on
skill development. Presentation to be
performed at the end of the week.
$90 per child for the week. 905-8522059
Wed., July 10 7:30 p.m.
Conditioning Plant Material
and Creating Designs from our
Gardens with Trish Simmons, show
featuring roses and delphiniums.
Thurs., July 11 Cruise In Classic
auto
show. Entertainment
by
AfterGlow. 6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge
Arena.
Fri., July 12 Fridays at the
Foster
Now and Then,
Vocals/Guitar 7:30-8:30 p.m.,
Foster Memorial. Admission by donation.
Fri, July 12, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Brock Tract. Fast pace 10+km, 2+hr.
loop hike. There are some hilly sections. Meet at parking area on east
side of Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905-830-2862
Sat, July 13, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike. Meet at

Meanwhile, Back
at the Manse by Barb Pratt
Maud in the Garden
Many new plants and shrubs have been added this
spring to the the new public garden at the Historic
Leaskdale Church. Patios and paths will be
installed in the next few days.
At the centre of the garden, a space is being left
empty, designated for the realization of a long-time
dream. In that space will be a life-size bronze statue of L.M. Montgomery.
A campaign is being launched to raise funds for

the project.
The statue will be the focal point of the garden,
and surely will be the most photographed public
art piece in Uxbridge.
The finished statue, to be cast in bronze, will be
slightly larger than life size. On Friday evening,
July 5, a maquette of the statue will be unveiled by
the sculptor, Wynn Walters.
The public is invited to the unveiling, a social
evening between 7 and 9 p.m. at the Historic
Leaskdale Church.

TOO HOT?
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS AND CANOPIES!

CALL DOUG AT 905-852-9440

905-852-9440

T h u r s d a y, J u l y 4 t h
trail entrance, west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862
Sat, July 13, Community Care
Durham Uxbridge's 17th Annual
Gardens of Uxbridge garden
tour. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Selfguided tour.
Sun., July 14
Series
Le
1920s/30s/40s
Bandshell, Elgin
free, donations to
ed.

Rotary Concert
Jazz
Hot jazz
7 p.m.
Park. Admission
Food Bank accept-

Sun., July 14 Glen Major
Church: Summer Service 7 p.m. Joe
Schaeffer of Uxbridge Free Methodist
Church, guest speaker. 905-6495158

UPCOMING
Thurs., July 18 Cruise In Classic
auto show. Entertainment by UD
Band. 6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge
Arena.
Fri., July 19 Fridays at the
Foster Jane Loewen, Vocals
7:30-8:30 p.m., Foster Memorial.
Admission by donation.
Sat., July 20, 10:00 a.m. - 1:30
p.m. Uxbridge Historical Centre
‘Beads and Buttons’ craft workshop
Ages 8 -12, $15

ONGOING
Freemasonry:
A
History
Hidden in Plain Sight, the new
travelling exhibit at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre, continues for the
season. Tours take place Wed. to
Sun. and holidays from 10am to
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4pm. Regular tour rates apply. Visit
the website at www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com or call the museum at
905-852-5854 for more information.
Maud of Leaskdale Acclaimed
one-woman play about Lucy Maud
Montgomery, Historic Leaskdale
Church. Playing all summer until Aug.
25. See page 6 for box office
details.
July 3 – August 31, “Open
Doors” - St Paul's Anglican
Church. Free guided tours of this
beautiful local Church built by local
craftsmen in the 1880s. Wednesdays
and Saturdays, 1 – 3 p.m. Free cold
drinks.
Uxbridge Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in Uxbridge Arena parking lot.
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those
requiring assistance. All donations
are always appreciated. Tax receipts
are issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's
Presbyterian
Church
Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good summer clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.
If you have a community event you’d
like us to mention, please contact us
at cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or
905-852-1900. The deadline for our
next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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Stemp’s Stew
July 1 and Canada celebrates
another birthday. A time when all
Canadians celebrate this wonderful country that we are so privileged to call home. In communities large and small people gather
at celebrations to sing the praises
of life in this huge and majestic
land.
Uxbridge has always been a community to party hard every July 1
and I recall all the fun times we
had in Elgin Park, and am pleased
that, for many years, I was part of
the hard-working committee who
organized the event. Brings back
many wonderful memories.
But times change, and the past
few years I have been in Ottawa
for our country’s big birthday and
what an amazing experience that
has been. For those who haven't
been part of the July 1 celebrations in our nation's capital Ottawa - I would highly recommend that one year you organize a
visit.
Picture a large part of the Ottawa
downtown area fenced off and the
streets jammed with Canadians
from every corner of our great
country - the majority with faces
painted red and white and many
draped in a Canada flag.
Add to this the thousands of
Americans who make our birthday a must visit and you can imagine the size of the crowds. At the
peak of the celebrations on July 1
it was estimated there were 80,000
Canadians in downtown Ottawa.

column by Harry Stemp

It was a field day for the talented
street performers, restaurants,
portable food stands and those
selling a huge assortment of souvenirs - all red and white. It is a
sight that is difficult to describe
and really has to be seen to be
appreciated.
Prime Minister Stephen Harper
hit the nail on the head when he
told the crowd in front of the
Parliament
Buildings
that
"Canada is not just any country,
but a people who are determined
to do right." He was greeted with
large cheers as he mentioned how
hundreds of Canadians from coast
to coast took it on themselves to
travel to Calgary to help in the
huge cleanup efforts following the
devastating floods that hit that
province.
But the noisiest cheers went to
Canadian
astronaut
Chris
Hadfield when he performed the
song he recently wrote and sang
from the space ship many thousands of miles above the earth.
And 95-year-old John Ross
Matheson said he was “just part of
the team” who designed our
Canadian flag 48 years ago. Part
of a flag-raising ceremony in
Brockville, he said, “We have the
most perfect flag in the world.
There was so much love that went
into designing our flag.”
As Canadians from coast to coast
celebrated our wonderful country
I think you would be hard-pressed
to find even one Canadian who

RIDE FOR THE MORAINE

The third annual Motorcycle
Ride for the Moraine is
Sunday, July 7th, at Zephyr
Park.
Registration starts at 9:00
a.m. $15 per motorcycle.
Scenic ride on the Oak
Ridges Moraine with a
return route to Zephyr for
a BBQ lunch, $10.
Ride to support the Oak
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Ridges Moraine Land
Trust, which has protected
3,477 acres of the Moraine
to date. The Moraine is
the source of 65 major
rivers and streams and is
home to hundreds of plant
and animal species, with
many at risk.
For more information call
905-473-9523

would not agree with his remarks.
We live in one of the greatest
countries in the world and it is
wonderful to see Canadians party
hard on July 1. May it never end.
---------------------And while Canadians were busy
celebrating, our national police
force was not enjoying a holiday.
On July 1 the RCMP announced
they had arrested two suspected
terrorists in Victoria, B.C. They
confiscated several explosive
devices they suspect were to be
used in a plot that would have
caused mass destruction and the
deaths of many innocent people.
At the time of writing few details
have been released, but a lot of
Canadians went to sleep that
night feeling good about the security of living in Canada. Another
candle on our July 1 birthday cake
and a big feather in the caps of our
national police force.
---------------------You have to hand it to Finance
Minister Jim Flaherty for treading
territory that many politicians
would avoid like the plague.
During his remarks at a meeting
in the Pickering area, Flaherty
dropped a bombshell when he
announced that the government is
reopening the plan to build an
international airport north of
Pickering.
Many will remember when the
government, a number of years
ago, bought up huge amounts of
farm and residential land in a large

area of Pickering Township. But
the brown stuff hit the fan and
there were huge demonstrations
opposing the planned airport. It
was a highly controversial subject
and the plans were eventually
shelved and the airport was put on
hold.
However, the project was never
permanently cancelled, and many
residents suspected that eventually
it would rear its ugly head and the
battle to stop the airport would
have to be fought again.
Well, Flaherty`s remarks,
dropped very innocently, during
his speech hit the area like a
bombshell and it wasn`t long
until the opposition forces were
rallied and now the fight is on. So
far there has been little in the way
of further announcements on this
plan, but Minister Flaherty has
not contradicted what he said
and, to my knowledge, there has
been no denial made by PM
Harper on the matter. So buckle
the seat belts and be prepared for
another wild ride regarding the
battle for and against a fullfledged Pickering Airport. It will
be long and hard fought and, like
the last battle, it remains to be
seen which side will win.
---------------------One of the things that often concerns Canadians about our
American neighbours is their love
of guns and their right to own
one. Other than rifles and shotguns used for hunting or recre-

ational purposes, the
interest of
the average
Canadian
to own a gun ends there.
Spending a fair amount of the in
Florida I often get into heated discussions at the corner bar over
how Americans have a love affair
with guns. They strongly deny my
accusations, but I wonder if I can
convince them after the
Associated Press ran an interesting
article
concerning
Nelson,
Georgia.
This community is known as the
most welcoming town in America
and, recently, they passed a law
requiring every resident to own a
gun.
Gun stores in the small town are
about to get a lot more business if
residents take seriously a new
ordinance that makes it illegal not
to own a gun. According to the
press reports, city council
approved an ordinance that
requires families to keep a gun.
The councillor who sponsored the
bill, Duane Cronic, told the
reporters he thinks the measure
will make the town safer. Not sure
about you but the image of walking into a city knowing that everyone you greet could shoot you
seems to suggest otherwise.
However it is interesting to realize
that the Wild West attitude is still
alive and well in many parts of the
U.S.A.

Letters continued...
I don’t know what kind of a deal
Mike Harris came up with, but
in North Bay hydro rates are
exceptional.
(Tongue in check, I say this)
North Bay Hydro must be where
Ontario Hydro is getting rid of
its excess and storing it in the
Department
of
National
Defense bunkers and getting
paid to take it. I have a friend
in North Bay and their Hydro
had never exceeded $38 per
month all year, no delivery fees,
no debt retirement. I don’t ever
remember my bill being under
$130.
I then read in the business section that the Ontario Power
Authority wants to eliminate all
of these small hydro operators
and consolidate them into one
large entity. What will this do to
rates in North Bay? Will it lower
our rates? Not likely!
To get down to the bottom of
this – Ontario Hydro and its
partners are a corporation put

there to make money and show a
profit, even if it is at the expense
of the citizens of Ontario.
Ontario Hydro, as I see it, is not
accountable to anyone for its
actions, such as starting new
divisions as a cover. Ontario
Hydro used to generate all its
power. Now it obtains it from
Ontario Power Generation,
another word for Left Hand
Pocket, Right Hand Pocket.
Paul Stainton
Uxbridge
It was a huge disappointment to
attend the meeting held on June
24th by Transport Canada if you
were looking for answers to the
Pickering Airport proposal. The
good news is there is still hope to
encourage the federal government to do what is truly best for
the people in the GTA and
Durham Region.
Transport Canada is asking for
comments until July 31st, and it

is vital that as many people as
possible fill in the on-line
“Pickering Lands Feedback
Form”, as well as write and call
our MP Erin O’Toole and
Finance Minister Jim Flaherty.
Most people agree that the
prime farmland should remain as
such and feed the GTA, as many
studies have shown that local
food resources are more of a
necessity than another airport.
We don’t have to fight in the
streets to be heard like the people
in Egypt and many parts of the
world. We just have to fight our
resignation and remain determined that our government will
indeed do what is right for the
majority and not give in to the
pressures of the few who only
care for personal, “economic”
gain.
Mary Dube
Zephyr
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Cosmos Business Bulletin Board
GARDEN ART
STAINED GLASS

STAN - Your Local
Handyman

Tree Service

905-852-5313

GIFTWARE
Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275

ISN’T

IT TIME YOU OWNED A
GILLDERCROFT?

9269 3rd Concession

www.gilldercroft.com

Garage Doors
UPRIGHT

RON BROWN AUTO
DOOR
SERVICE

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or
(cell) 416-705-6970

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

stanski@sympatico.ca

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

We will not be undersold.
We service all
makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

PROMOTE
your business
here!
ONLY
$25/week

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com
We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on
spring & cable repairs

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

170 Main Street North

905-852-5981

L. MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior
Wallpapering,
drywall & plaster repairs
Crown moulding Home renovations

905-852-7129

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd
Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Classified
TABLE with painted wroughtiron floral motif, four chairs.
YOUR
HANDYMAN!: Must be seen to be appreciated.
Plumbing installation & repair, 705-357-2356. 7/4
carpentry, drywall repairs, celing, stucco, vinyl flooring, CRAFTSMAN LTD. EDITION
ceramic, window installation & Sit down lawn tractor. 50” deck,
caulking, painting interior/exte- automatic, 361 hrs. $1,900.
rior, small electric repair. 905- Trailer $300. 905-852-4972.
7/11
852-1424. 7/11

Services

LowFUNERAL
& Low
Limited
DIRECTORS
130 Years in Business – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices
Since 1875

Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St. 905-985-7331

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?
• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?
• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
Your local businesses/professionals
are offering a beautiful personalized
keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details,
please call
Agnes Lobbezoo
at 905-852-5067.

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH
“Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us.”
- Matthew 6:12
UXBRIDGE
BRANCH

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week
for up to 20 words,
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.
Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card.
Contact: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900
Deadline: Monday 5:30 p.m.

bedroom with use of family
home. Internet and laundry
facilities available. Vehicle
required. Available immediately. $500/month. 905-4737557. 7/4

Events

HUGE CONTENTS / FARM
SALE: Saturday, July 13th, 8 a.
m. - 4 p.m. and Sunday, July
TREADMILL:
Manual,
not
14th 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 10240
RETIRED CABINET MAKER
motorized.
Like
new,
$80.
905Concession 4, Sandford.
Carpenter looking for some jobs.
852-9291.
7/4
Antiques, collectibles, alumini705-228-8551. 7/4
um boats, generator log splitter,
tools, furniture.. 7/11
D.J. PAVING Asphalt, repairs, For Rent
driveway sealing, crack sealing,
gravel, landscaping. Free esti- BRIDGEWATER CONDO:
Wanted
2 bedroom, 2 bath, parking and
mates. 905-904-3769. 8/8
storage. 905-852-7235. 7/4. HELP WANTED: BOOK-

KEEPER, Trinity United Church.
ZEPHYR COUNTRY - Large 905-852-7235. 7/4

For Sale
BUNGALOW On large lot,
dead end street. Partially finished basement with separate
entrance, driveway. 51 Balsam
St. N., Uxbridge. 905-2632557. 7/11
EXQUISITE

GLASS-TOP

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4
Dave & Lori Tomkinson
Tel: 905-852.3472 • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the June 24
Council meeting
Council tackles heritage, culture and fun
A small section of urban
Uxbridge is to be recognized as a
unique neighbourhood with
roots going back to the days of
Joseph Gould.
In a deputation to council on
June 24, Robin Coombs, chair of
Heritage Uxbridge, proposed
erecting six specially designed
street signs in the Mill Street area
identifying the area as Gouldville.
Mr. Coombs said it would recognize that the area along Mill
Street, established in 1851 by
Joseph Gould, was once known

as Gouldville. He said all residents in the area support the
idea.
He suggested the street signs
would be topped with a blue
section bearing the name
Gouldville in white letters,
with a small tag on top reading:
"Est. 1851." He said the signs
would cost approximately $85
each and the money could come
out of Heritage Uxbridge's budget.
Councillors were unanimously
enthusiastic about the idea and
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
said the signs would be put up as
soon as possible.

new board is looking to double
its membership in the coming
year and hopes to attract over
1,000 visitors to the annual
Heritage Days at the museum.
Mr. Buss said the theme for this
year's Heritage Days is "The
Good Olde Days" and the society is trying to target grandparents
and children. This year's event
will feature a kids' zone,
Georgina Island First Nations,
militia re-enactments and actors.
He said the price of admission
will be reduced to $6 for adults,
with children receiving free
admission.

Culturally significant event?
Historical Society looking for
bigger membership
Brad Buss, the new president of
the Uxbridge Historical Society,
told council that the society's

Leo Gallard, one of two young
entrepreneurs who will be bringing an arts and food event to
Elgin Park on July 13, requested
council designate it as a cultural-

Zephyr News
with Mary Dube

HOURS

The Sunday evening baseball games at 7:00 p.m. in Zephyr Park
have been well-attended, but there is still room for more teen and
adult players to participate in these summer long games, as well as
fans to cheer them on. Let's play ball!
There is something for everyone to do in Zephyr and two more
gentle reminders show the diversity of activity that is available at
the top of Uxbridge Township. You can gather together with your
motorcycle buddies in Zephyr Park and commune with nature on

11 a.m.to 10 p.m.
Mon-Sat and
holidays
12 noon to 9 p.m.
Sunday
11 Brock St. W.
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ly significant event. Council was
told that such a designation
would help Mr. Gallard and his
partner acquire a liquor licence
for the occasion.
Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger offered that the organizers of the recent USS 90th
anniversary weekend had to take
a similar route to obtain a licence.
However, Debbie Leroux,
township clerk, pointed out that
the Ontario Lottery and Gaming
Commission requires that such
an occasion be recognized by
council as being municipally significant, not culturally significant.
Council agreed to give the
municipal designation to Mr.
Gallard's art and food show,
which will feature a number of
local bands and musical artists as
well as a variety of food and

H

Splash pad opening soon
Brett Meyers and Brad Ballinger
of the Bonner Boys told council
the splash pad next to the arena
will be operational soon, with the
official opening planned for midAugust.
Mr. Meyers said the splash pad
now has its creatures in place,
including a moose, bears, trees
and butterflies, to go with the
pad's "wilderness" theme.
Regarding signage, council
agreed the facility should be
named the Bonner Boys Splash
Pad to honour the group's initiative and fund-raising efforts to
get the splash pad constructed.
Other sponsors of the project will
be recognized with their names
placed on arbour stones around
the site.

the Ride for the Moraine on Sunday, July 7, 9:00 a.m. registration,
or you can gather for a special Anniversary Mass at the Carmel of
the Infant Jesus on July 16 at 6:30 p.m. If you have never been on
a group ride or made a visit to the Sanctuary, now is the time.
Everyone is welcome to
expand their horizons and
ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE
participate or
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
observe both events. I
We are ready to assist you.
know I will.
Specializing in
If you noticed the heavy
Volkswagen
equipment at Zephyr Hall,
Audi
it was there to fix a probHybrid, Electric & Diesel
lem with the well.
Porsche
Also, Councillor Pat
European & Asian
Molloy and Bob and June
Rick Callaghan
Archibald extend a special UÊÀiiÊVÕÀÌiÃÞÊV>À (by appointment)
thank-you to Zephyrite UÊ9iÃ]ÊÜiÊ`Ê iÃÌV
}ÊÃ
John Smith, who brought UÊ"ÊiÊ
Available
his heavy equipment to dig
138 Sandiford Dr.,
a hole to lay cable for the Unit 5, Stouffville
Zephyr Gazebo.
905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

VIEWPOINTS
ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our office
number, 905-852-1900, and correctly identify
the location of our photo, will receive a prize;
this week, it’s two tickets for West Side Story at
the Music Hall. Last week’s viewpoint was the
bee on the wall next to parking lot between
Coffee Time and Branching Out.
Photo by Ivy Cassibo.

games.

COME IN AND
CHECK OUT OUR

The feature car at the Uxbridge Cruise in on Thursday evening was a 1969 Pontiac Parisienne
owned by Cory and Teresa Harrison of Woodville
Photo by Rob Holtby.

FLAG SPECIAL!

Summer Special

LARGE & SMALL FLAGS

Pick-Up Triple Mix

FLOWER OF THE WEEK:

Wholesale Prices Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products • Triple Mix
• Screenings • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road

905-852-4974

Open to the Public Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

ON SALE

SNAPDRAGON

905-852-3029

14 BROCK STREET EAST

TREAT YOUR BARBECUE THIS WEEKEND - WE HAVE MORE
THAN 24 VARIETIES OF FLATTENED CHICKEN!

•
•
•
•
•

Free Range Poultry
Farm Fresh Beef
Ontario Lamb
Preservative-Free Deli Meats
Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Markham. Trees
in select areas of Uxbridge are also
affected.
This insect can be spread by the
transportation of infected wood
products, such as firewood, wood
chips, lumber, logs, and bark. In
order to minimize this possibility,
commercial ash products like logs
and lumber from infected areas
has been regulated by the government since 2002.
Like Dutch Elm Disease, this
situation is the result of alien
insect invaders. It cannot be easily controlled. Early attempts to
halt the spread of the bug were
completely ineffective. All the ash
trees were cut down around
Windsor, but the
insect still spread
across the province.
Application of chemicals is costly, and can
do more harm to the
tree in the long run
because the materials
must be applied for
many years to come.
They also kill all the
beneficial insects. This
ripples through the food chain in
a disastrous way, affecting birds,
mammals, reptiles, amphibians,
fish and other aquatic organisms.
There's no easy solution. Until
natural predators occur to keep
the numbers in balance, ash trees

COVER YOUR ASH - A LITTLE BUG MIGHT BE A BIG PROBLEM Scarborough
by Nancy Melcher
How can a little bug kill a tree?
It sounds crazy, but the entire
family of ash trees in North
America may be at risk from an
introduced little beetle.
The Emerald Ash Borer is native
to eastern Asia and Russia.
Accidentally introduced into
Canada and
the USA in
the 1990s,
it's responsible for the
death of over
100 million
ash trees.
There are
three species of ash trees in
Ontario: white, black and green
ash. They are a popular urban tree
due to their resistance to pollution. A pretty deciduous tree,
some can grow to 25m in height.
The wood is hard, strong, light in
colour, and straight-grained. It's
the timber of choice for baseball
bats and tool handles, and it's
also used for flooring, furniture,
and electric guitars.
The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is
a dark metallic green, bulletshaped beetle about 8.5 millimeters long and 1.5 millimeters
wide. They eat ash leaves in the
canopy of the trees. Females lay

about 100 eggs in cracks in the
bark on the trunk and major
branches. Once the eggs hatch,
the larvae burrow through into
the inner layer of the bark. Here,
they feed on the layer next to the
sapwood, the phloem. It's the
destruction of this part of the tree
that kills it. The phloem carries
the nutrients from the leaves to
the roots and other parts of the
tree. The action of the bugs is
similar to girdling a tree, except
the EAB eats away the bark from
the inside.
The insects target trees that have
poor viability. They may be
stressed by drought, poor soil,
pollution, or an
improper location.
Once a tree has
been infested, it
dies within a few
years. In the first
year or two, the
damage is not
severe enough to
show. However, in a
couple more years
the infested trees
will show significant dieback of
major branches because the roots
have starved. The tree will be
dead within a year or two after
that.
The EAB is present in much of
southern Ontario, particularly in

t

will die. Messing with chemicals
in the ecosystem has far-reaching
results that are not all beneficial not for the tree, nor for everything around it. Introducing
predators can unleash other

2013

unwanted side-effects. Just look
at Australia's problem with cane
toads! The best solution may be
to let nature take its course, and
replant new ash trees once the
bugs are gone.

